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DPJ in Trouble – Public Popularity
The DPJ is in hard times now – shown in the polls in which they only got 44 seats 10 seats below their original goal, and 7 seats under the LDP who ended with 51 seats

The Economist 7/12/10 [The Economist; Economic Magazine; 7/12/10; “A bad Night for the DPJ”; http://www.economist.com/blogs/banyan/2010/07/japans_upper-house_election_results]

NAOTO KAN, Japan’s prime minister, who tried to convince voters that the country’s debt-ridden economy looked dangerously like Greece’s, now faces the fight of his life to stay in office after his party’s disastrous performance in upper-house elections on July 11th. Less than six weeks after Mr Kan took office, the odds of yet another leadership crisis have just shortened dramatically. Mr Kan is the sixth prime minister in four years, and more political paralysis beckons. The only consolation is that in voting for other parties, Japanese appear to have sent a fairly strong signal in favour of sound economic management and faster growth.  In this election for half the seats in the upper house of the Diet (parliament), the raw numbers tell what a hash the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) has made of governing Japan since it ousted the long-ruling Liberal Democrats (LDP) ten months ago. The DPJ won just 44 seats, ten less than it had hoped for and well short of a majority, even in league with its small coalition partner. In the lower house, the DPJ lacks the magic two-thirds majority that would have allowed it to bypass the upper house. So it will be extraordinarily hard for the DPJ to cobble together enough support to pass legislation.  So further coalition politics beckons. But the task of reaching out to other political parties is further complicated because one of the parties that has benefited most at the DPJ’s expense is its old nemesis, the LDP. This is perhaps the biggest surprise of Sunday’s result: last September, when the DPJ drove it from power, the LDP was in tatters. On Sunday it actually won more seats than the DPJ, 51, largely thanks to its strong performance in single-seat prefectural districts, where it won 21 seats, compared with the DPJ’s eight.  The LDP’s strong showing is owed partly to its old political machine, which has not seized up entirely, but even more so to disenchantment with the DPJ. Another factor may have helped on the margin: Shinjiro Koizumi, telegenic son of a telegenic former prime minister, Junichiro Koizumi, campaigned tirelessly for the party’s individual candidates, though he was not running for election himself. When your correspondent stumbled across him on the campaign trail, voters behaved as if they were in the presence of a pop star. In a country whose politicians lack star appeal, such magnetism matters.  Another youthful force which did well in the elections was Your Party, formed less than a year ago by disgruntled LDP and DPJ types. It picked up ten seats to add to the one upper-house seat it already held. Seven of the new seats came through the proportional-representation voting system in which each voter may cast an extra ballot for his favourite party. So Your Party has emerged as a new force in Japanese politics. In the words of its president, Yoshimi Watanabe, the party hopes to become the “gatekeeper” in the new Diet, but is firmly opposed to entering into a coalition with the DPJ. It is a party that makes rescuing the economy Japan’s top priority. Interestingly, Mr Watanabe said on election night that one of its first goals would be to reform the Bank of Japan and end deflation. No details, but for those who think the central bank bears much of the responsibility for Japan’s economic ills, it would be a good start.  For the economy more broadly, the election is maddeningly hard to read. Both the DPJ and the LDP supported a rise in the consumption tax, but the LDP appeared not to be punished for it. Your Party opposes a rise in the tax, but that did not seem to hurt it. The populist People’s New Party, which had tried desperately to reverse the privatisation of the postal system as a coalition partner of the DPJ, won no seats. Some women candidates close to Junichiro Koizumi, a reformist vilified by all parties in last summer’s general election (and father to Shinjiro), all won.  Probably the most important message is that voters want leaders who know what they are doing. Sadly, such leaders seem to be in short supply. Mr Kan appears to have been as muddled over his pledge to discuss a rise in the consumption tax as was his predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama, over moving the Futenma airbase in Okinawa—which helped force his resignation last month. Mr Kan’s popularity early on was boosted when he sought to distance himself from Ichiro Ozawa, the éminence grise in the DPJ. But then he let Mr Ozawa snipe at him from the campaign sidelines.  So Mr Kan may now face a bitter DPJ leadership contest in September. However much he likes to cast himself as a man of the people, the new prime minister may be thinking of his own survival in the next few months as much as the country’s future. For how much longer can this directionless country afford such distractions? 
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss
The DPJ is in trouble after losing its majority in parliament’s upper house which will cause legislative paralysis stopping their agenda until they can get back to the values that allowed them to take control pre-Hotoyama

The Daily Telegraph 7/11/10 [JULIAN RYALL; THE DAILY TELEGRAPH; 7/11/10; Japan: Election blow for Japanese prime minister; http://www.canada.com/news/Japan+Election+blow+Japanese+prime+minister/3266153/story.html]

TOKYO — Japan's centre-Left government lost its majority in the parliament's upper house in elections Sunday after voters rejected its proposed tax rises.  The government of Naoto Kan, the prime minister, was not immediately threatened because it holds a majority in the more powerful lower chamber.  However, the result threatens legislative paralysis, as his party will hold no more than 113 out of 242 seats in the House of Councillors.  Without its narrow majority in the upper house, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) will be forced to seek coalition partners, robbing it of key political momentum.  The loss was a blow for Mr Kan's party, which swept to power for the first time in half a century in a landslide poll last summer. It will complicate his ambitious reform plans for the world's second-largest economy.  When Mr Kan took office a month ago as Japan's fifth prime minister in four years, he pledged to restore the nation's vigour after two decades of economic malaise and to whittle down the state debt, which is about 200 per cent of GDP. But he admitted yesterday that the loss was a rebuke of his plans to double Japan's five per cent consumption tax in an effort to restore the government to fiscal health.  It has also been interpreted by analysts as a damning verdict on the DPJ's failure to deliver on campaign promises from last summer.  The party also paid the price for the indecision of the winner of that election, Yukio Hatoyama, who was forced to step down as prime minister last month for failing to broker a deal on an American military base in Okinawa as well as financial irregularities.  "The DPJ really brought this on themselves because they panicked," said Noriko Hama, of Kyoto's Doshisha University. "After Hatoyama resigned, the party should have gone back to the drawing board, identified why the voters had trusted them in August and returned to those values."  The results could have been much worse for the DPJ if the Liberal Democratic Party, which had ruled Japan since the 1950s, had been more of an effective opposition since its defeat. Instead, it has seen a series of high-profile defections since last year's election. 

DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss
The DPJ is in trouble right now after not meeting their goal on acquiring chamber seats as well as their main opposition the LDP winning 51 seats and the 3rd party the Your Party getting 10 new seats – with the DPJ’s power cut nearly in half in the upper house Kan won’t be able to aggressively push for his agenda

Bloomberg 7/11/10 [Sachiko Sakamaki and Takashi Hirokawa; Bloomberg writers;  “Kan Election Loss May Impede Effort to Cut Japan Debt”; http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-10/japan-votes-to-decide-whether-kan-s-dpj-maintains-control-of-upper-house.html]

Japan’s Prime Minister Naoto Kan lost control of parliament’s upper house, undermining legislative efforts to cut the world’s largest public debt and creating the possibility of a third leadership change in a year. The ruling Democratic Party of Japan won 44 seats, compared with 51 for the opposition Liberal Democratic Party, according to results compiled by public broadcaster NHK. Your Party, a new group founded by former LDP cabinet minister Yoshimi Watanabe, won 10. Half of the 242 seats in the less powerful of Japan’s two houses of parliament were up for grabs. Kan, who took office a month ago, stoked voter resentment by calling for a debate on whether to raise the 5 percent sales tax, drawing attention to a national debt that amounts to $80,000 per person. Losing his coalition government’s majority will mean he has to reach out to smaller groups to ensure smooth passage of legislation to bolster growth and social welfare spending. “The results were far from what we sought,” Kan said in an early morning press conference in Tokyo today. “One major reason was that my remarks on the consumption tax left an abrupt impression to the public and my explanation was insufficient.” Policy Alliances Kan said he wouldn’t step down after failing to meet his goal of winning at least 54 seats in yesterday’s election, adding that he will pursue “policy-based” alliances with other parties. He said he will maintain the coalition with the People’s New Party, which lost all three seats up for re- election, cutting its strength in the chamber by half. Justice Minister Keiko Chiba was among the DPJ lawmakers who lost their seats. The Nikkei 225 Stock Average fell 0.1 percent to 9,575.20 as of 9:56 a.m. in Tokyo and the yen weakened to 89.07 per dollar from 88.62 in New York on July 9. “This makes it impossible for Mr. Kan to push too much” in confronting Japan’s fiscal problems, said Koichi Nakano, a political science professor at Sophia University in Tokyo. “The issue is not going away, because it’s such a huge problem. Kan’s skills for political survival will be tested to the limit.” Kan last month released plans to boost the world’s second- largest economy by lowering the corporate tax rate from as high as 40 percent while balancing the budget in 10 years, whichwon praise from world leaders at the June 26-27 Group of 20 summit in Toronto. Japan is still grappling with 12 years of deflation, and the Nikkei Average dropped 8.9 percent this year. 
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss + Failed Promises
After the DPJ’s disappointing turn out in the past midterms they lost control of the upper house to their political rivals to LDP – this shows that the DPJ is losing popularity with the people of Japan due to the failure of Hotoyama to get the American troops out of Oakinawa – this recently loss will make it extremely difficult for the DPJ to get their agenda done

Lili 7/13/10 [Zhang Lili; Center of Chinese Diplomacy Studies, China Foreign Affairs University; 7/13/10; “Tough Task for the DPJ”; The China Daily; http://www2.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-07/13/content_10097360.htm]
Ruling coalition's poor showing in Japan's Upper House poll means no end in sight for political wrangling The coalition government led by the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) has suffered a big loss in the Upper House vote on Sunday, winning only 44 seats out of the contested 121, or half of the total 242 seats in the house. The People's New Party, the DPJ's coalition partner, failed to win any seat. The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), the biggest opposition group, won 51 seats compared with the 38 it held previously, and Your Party gained 10 seats, increasing the possibility that it will play a bigger role on the country's political stage. After the election, the DPJ-led coalition will hold 110 seats in the Upper House, less than the 132 seats garnered by opposition groups, heralding an uphill task for the coalition government to persuade opposition parties into passing any legislation in the house The latest election is expected to significantly influence Japanese politics. The DPJ's below-par election result is a reflection of the dissatisfaction among the Japanese public towards the coalition government's policies, as indicated by the declining number of votes in its favor. Ever since it came to power in September 2009, the DPJ's public approval has been on the decline given the setbacks the ruling party encountered over a series of domestic and diplomatic policies. Former 9. To boost its dented approval ratings ahead of the Upper House election, the DPJ-led coalition government had to announce Hatoyama's resignation on June 2 and appoint Naoto Kan to head the Cabinet on June 4. However, the fewer number of seats it has won in the latest elections indicates that the Kan-led coalition government has achieved little in a month-long endeavor to boost its image among voters. The election result means political games and struggles between the DPJ-led coalition government and opposition forces will dominate Japan's politics in future. The coalition's failure to hold the majority of upper house seats is also expected to result in such a rivalry. While the Upper House is controlled by the opposition, the Lower House is held by the coalition government. Such a political landscape will make it difficult for the DPJ-led coalition government to manage the country. In order to gain the majority in the Upper House and ensure that its policies and regulations can be easily passed, the ruling DPJ has to seek a new partner to organize a coalition government. Given that the People's New Party, its current coalition partner, only holds three seats in the Upper House, the DPJ will have to look for another partner that holds more seats. However, it is unclear which party will become the DPJ's ideal partner and whether that party will accept the ruling party's invitation to participate in its coalition government. Any DPJ failure to reorganize the coalition into a majority government will mean that it is likely to be pinned down by opposition forces on major issues and will face bigger difficulties in pushing forward some of its policies. Domestic matters have long caused the most heated debates in Japan's upper and lower house elections although diplomatic issues have also quite often been a major topic. In the latest upper house election, the consumption tax issue dominated the agenda. The LDP-led former Japanese government once tasted defeat due to its incorrect stance on the consumption tax issue. Naoto Kan's decision to raise the consumption tax from 5 percent to 10 percent on June 17 was a risky political move that failed to elicit for the DPJ positive opinion from the public. The results of the latest election show the lack of support from the Japanese public for the current government's efforts to improve its worsening budgetary conditions through raising the consumption tax. In addition to this long-standing thorny issue, the DPJ-led coalition government's failure to find good solutions to the problems caused by the country's economic slump, slack domestic demand, an ageing society and other issues, also became sources of public grievance. Given former Prime Minister Hatoyama's setback in his pursuit of a tougher stance with the US, both the DPJ and LDP tried to avoid discussing Japan's relations with Washington in the latest election. In fact, an agreement has been reached between the two parties to keep unchanged the plan signed between the previous LDP-led Japanese government and the White House on the relocation of the US military base from Okinawa. 
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss [Political Paralysis]
The loss in the elections for Japan’s prime minister is going to cause a political paralysis that won’t let him get this agenda through – LDP having the majority now

Big Pond News 7/12/10 [ The Big Pond; 7/12/10; Japan’s election results threaten reform; http://bigpondnews.com/articles/Finance/2010/07/12/Japans_election_results_threaten_reform_483898.html]
Japan's prime minister faces an uphill battle to push through promised reforms, from reviving the economy to whittling down massive public debt, after his party's electoral mauling at the weekend. Naoto Kan, who took office just a month ago as Japan's fifth leader in four years, suffered a heavy blow when his centre-left Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) lost the upper house of parliament in an electoral rout on Sunday. The result, worse than predicted by opinion polls and pundits, signalled that the world's number two economy is in for another stretch of weak leadership as it seeks to end two decades of economic stagnation. The outcome was a slap in the face for the DPJ, which ousted the conservative Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in an election triumph last summer, only to squander much of its political capital within 10 months in office. 'Japan is stuck in a dense fog,' said Takayoshi Shibata, politics professor emeritus at Tokyo Keizai University, on Monday. 'There will be confusion' as the DPJ looks for new coalition partners to restore its majority in the upper house and enable it to easily pass laws through the Diet legislature, he said. 'This hung situation shouldn't continue for too long. I believe somebody needs to break this impasse, but the question is, who can?' Smaller groupings such as Your Party, one of the biggest winners in the poll, have been named as possible coalition partners, but its leader Yoshimi Watanabe has so far rejected a tie-up with the wounded DPJ. According to exit polls, the DPJ has emerged from the election with only 106 seats in the 242-seat chamber - far below the 122 needed for a majority, although it still controls the lower house. The prospect of political deadlock drove both the yen and Japanese shares lower in morning trade. Kan took over in early June from the DPJ's first premier Yukio Hatoyama, who had led the party into power last August after half a century of conservative rule, but quickly lost favour with voters for his indecisive leadership. When Hatoyama stood down - amid political funding scandals and a bungled row over a US airbase - his former finance minister Kan signalled a more pragmatic and less ideological style. Kan shifted his focus from the damaging US base row to the problem of Japan's massive public debt, which is nearing 200 per cent of gross domestic product, warning of the risk of a Greece-style financial meltdown. But his tough-love comments on the need to raise the consumption tax turned off many voters. Kan compounded the damage when he appeared to backpedal on the issue, which left him open to charges of Hatoyama-style indecisiveness. 'The biggest reason for the DPJ's defeat is Prime Minister Kan's handling of the issue of a consumption tax,' the Yomiuri Shimbun daily said. 'He failed to provide a full explanation about why the tax rate should be raised and how it should be used.' The Nikkei business daily said that, nonetheless, Kan must push on with his fiscal reform agenda, pointing to the need to fix state finances in the rapidly ageing society that will face a huge state pension burden in future. 'Many voters share the view that a consumption tax hike is inevitable, to secure funds for social security programs,' it said. 'The election defeat must not cause the Kan government to backpedal on the consumption tax issue.'  
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss [Political Paralysis]
The DPJ agenda is going to be at a stand still until they can find more support due to the twisted parliament in which their opposition holds the majority in one of the houses allowing them to block all legislation

Associated Press 7/13/10 [MALCOLM FOSTER, Associated Press Writer; 7/13/10; “Twisted parliament' bodes ill for Japan's economy ” Associated Press; http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/as_japan_politics] 

TOKYO – In Japanese, it's called a "twisted parliament," and it doesn't bode well for the country's future. The Democratic Party-led coalition enjoys a comfortable majority in the powerful lower house, but it lost control of the upper house in an election this week. If past experience holds, the twisted parliament is a formula for policy gridlock, because both houses must approve legislation. The predicament, which has plagued earlier governments too, comes at a time when Japan badly needs action. The world's second-largest economy faces serious challenges, from reducing its bulging budget deficit and reviving growth to fighting deflation and shoring up its social security system as the population ages and shrinks. "This is potentially very bad news for Japan as a whole on various fronts, because very little can move ahead as far as government policies are concerned," said Takahira Ogawa, an analyst at Standard & Poor's. "There might be some more years wasted, which is a pity for the country." Ogawa warned that Japan's AA credit rating could be lowered if the twisted parliament keeps the Democrats from reining in government debt — which is twice the nation's GDP — and carrying out other reforms. A lower credit rating would raise borrowing costs, adding to the country's budget woes. The Democratic Party of Japan and its small coalition partner lost 12 seats in Sunday's upper house election, leaving it with 110 seats in the 242-member chamber. In the lower house, the coalition is short of the two-thirds majority needed to override upper house opposition to a bill. Control of the upper house — often seen as a barometer of confidence in the prime minister or ruling party — has proved an elusive goal for governments over the past 20 years. Japan has had twisted parliaments three other times since 1989, and each time the ruling coalition struggled to get anything done. In the most recent case, former Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda quit in frustration in 2008 after facing repeated difficulties passing bills through an opposition-dominated upper house. The Democrats, who came to power last year with an ambitious agenda of slashing wasteful government spending, fighting global warming, reining in the power of bureaucrats and putting cash in the hands of consumers, will almost certainly have to scale back their goals. "The DPJ should take a very serious second look at what they can afford to do within the parameters of their own choices," said S&P's Ogawa, referring to the party by its acronym. So far, the Democrats aren't wooing any other parties to obtain a majority in the upper house, and none say they want to join. The newly formed Your Party was considered a potential partner until its leader, Yoshimi Watanabe, demanded that Prime Minister Naoto Kan dissolve the lower house and call elections. Democratic officials haven't ruled out expanding the coalition, but for now say the most likely strategy will be seeking support from other parties on individual bills. If that leads to gridlock, Kan could be forced to call an early election, which doesn't need to be held for three years. Some experts say Kan's job may be at risk. Japan has had five prime ministers in the past four years and 14 in the past 20. Opposition parties may be waiting to see the outcome of a Democratic leadership election in September, when Kan may face challenges from fellow party members. "No one is going to jump on a sinking ship," said Gerald Curtis, a professor of political science at Columbia University. He believes that Kan will remain in power, but "in a very weak position."  
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss
The DPJ is in trouble as it has lost the majority in the upper house causing stagnation in policy – but it isn’t as irreversible as the seat numbers make it seem – what the DPJ needs to do is hold stronger and complete on policy to please the public and house members

The Economist 7/15/10 [The Economist; 7/15/10; “Japanese Upper House Election: Lets Twist Again”; The Economist; http://www.economist.com/node/16591215] 
FOR the second time in less than six weeks the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) is engaged in some deep soul searching. A stunning upset in upper-house elections on July 11th has damaged the credibility of Naoto Kan, the prime minister who took over from his even more discredited predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama, in early June. Just ten months after it routed the long-ruling Liberal Democrat Party (LDP) in an historic election, Mr Kan’s party faces what is known in Japan as a “twisted Diet”: it does not have enough power in either chamber of parliament to get laws passed. In the election for half the seats in the upper house, the DPJ won just 44, whereas the long-in-the-tooth LDP recouped 51—its highest tally since 2001. The DPJ remains the largest party in both chambers, but it is 16 seats short of an upper-house majority (see chart). No party with anything like enough seats to narrow the gap has sounded willing to join a ruling coalition. Within the DPJ, at least, the prime minister is blamed for scaring voters with muddled talk about an eventual increase in the consumption tax. Within 24 hours of the election, DPJ leaders made it clear that they were no longer committed to any deadlines for discussing the tax. Mr Kan has vowed to struggle on, but it is customary in Japan for party leaders to pay a high price for election upsets; he may be ousted in a previously scheduled party-leadership contest this summer. If so, he would be forced to go as prime minister, too–becoming the fifth Japanese leader to suffer an ignoble exit in four years. Yet before it jettisons Mr Kan the DPJ should be wary of jumping to the wrong conclusions about the vote. The results were not as unremittingly bad as the seat numbers suggest. Koichi Nakano of Sophia University in Tokyo points out that Japan’s distorted electoral map exaggerates the size of the defeat: the DPJ lost heavily against LDP candidates in depopulated rural areas that are considered to be the opposition’s heartland, but which produce a disproportionate number of seats. By contrast in urban areas, DPJ candidates did better than those of its main rival. Some voters hedged their bets in the proportional-representation part of the ballot by supporting the new Your Party that is fast emerging as a third force in Japanese politics (see article). But the DPJ still got the largest share of support in this part of the vote—32% versus 24% for the LDP. As for a rise in the consumption tax, an opinion survey conducted at the polling stations by Asahi Shimbun, a newspaper, found that more voters favoured a doubling in the tax, to 10%, than were against it. Those most staunchly opposed were women in their 20s, many of whom earn meagre wages. Some of those could expect to be covered by exemptions. On July 14th the imf recommended that Japan increase the tax to 15%, starting next year. The LDP, which gave more detail on the need for higher consumption taxes in its manifesto, found the idea gained little momentum, said Yoshimasa Hayashi, a politician in the party who campaigned with upper-house candidates in rural areas. Provided discussion of exactly how high taxes would have to rise was left vague, most people were sympathetic to the need to put Japan’s debt-ridden public finances in order. “If I said fiscal consolidation, everybody said ‘yes’,” reported Mr Hayashi. In that case, Mr Kan’s problems may have stemmed from his ill-prepared presentation of the tax debate—he gave mixed messages on what the money would be used for and who would be exempted—rather than the debate itself. “His punishment seems to be disproportionate to his crime,” Mr Nakano says. A more sobering lesson for the DPJ is that voters are sick of half-baked policy proposals. They helped doom Mr Hatoyama, when he stumbled into a fruitless row with America over the relocation of a marine base in the Japanese island of Okinawa. Mr Kan’s tax proposals may just have been one woolly idea too many. 
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss [Political Paralysis]
Kan and the DPJ are in a twisted parliament where it will be extremely hard for him to get any of his agenda through until he can please the public as well as the opposition 

Mulgan 7/14/10 [ Aurelia George Mulgan; UNSW@ADFA and member of the East Asian Bureau of Economic Reasearch; 7/14/10/ “Kan’s folly in Japan’s Upper House election”; East Asia Forum; http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2010/07/14/kans-folly-in-japans-upper-house-election/]

What prime minister would try to sell a tax rise to voters one month in advance of a general election? What prime minister would disregard the advice of his party’s chief electoral strategist who had previously delivered stunning victories to his party in two general elections? What prime minister would sacrifice a vital majority in a house of parliament for the sake of his tax-rise policy? The answer? Japan’s Prime Minister Kan. Not only was the timing of the issue mishandled – the election should have been held after the fact, not before it – but Kan’s dithering on the details of the tax rise during the campaign was redolent of Hatoyama’s fumbling of the Futenma base issue.  Kan took his eye off the ball, which was to secure an outright majority in the Upper House. This was within reach, and with the kind of support that Kan and the DPJ (Democratic Party of Japan) were enjoying a few weeks before the election, could have been attained. An Upper House majority would have enabled the DPJ to enact proposed laws without being hamstrung by obligations to small coalition partners. Now with even fewer seats in the Upper House, Kan has successfully endangered his entire administration. The DPJ’s legislative program will stall in the Diet, captive to the whims of self-serving opposition parties who will seek maximum concessions for minimum numbers of votes in the Diet. ‘Yes’ we ‘Kan’ has suddenly become ‘No’ we ‘Kan’t’. The DPJ faces a far worse situation than the LDP (Liberal Democratic Party) after the 2007 Upper House election. At least the LDP-led coalition had a two-thirds majority in the Lower House, enabling it to override the Upper House on legislation. The DPJ is not in this enviable position. Moreover, any notion that holding a Lower House election could resolve this ‘twisted Diet’ situation in favour of the DPJ is mistaken. The DPJ would only lose seats in this election, thus putting it in an even weaker Diet position. A Lower House election would be a gift to the opposition. An LDP-led coalition could very well return to government. The DPJ sought to put Japan on track towards a Westminster-style majoritarian system of parliamentary cabinet government. Kan has surrendered this once-in-a-generation opportunity, delivering a consensus-style democracy, where the cabinet becomes captive to inter-party negotiations on policy. This outcome will stall the development of a two-party system and a culture of united, programmatic major parties, which Japan has lacked hitherto. Within the DPJ itself, former Secretary-General Ozawa seems to have emerged stronger from this election and Prime Minister Kan weaker, particularly in the balance of power between pro and anti-Ozawa forces within the party. On the consumption tax issue, Ozawa can rightly say ‘I told you so’. Kan reversed Ozawa’s successful electoral strategy of ‘loose fiscal policy based on handouts’ in order to dish out a dose of harsh fiscal reality to Japanese voters. Not surprisingly, Ozawa openly campaigned against Kan’s proposal. While this undermined Kan’s position, Ozawa nevertheless stayed true to the DPJ’s 2007 Upper House manifesto (when Ozawa was DPJ leader), which guaranteed that the government would keep the consumption tax at the existing level, and honoured the DPJ’s 2009 pledge not to raise the consumption tax during its first four years in office. One of the big questions facing the DPJ government now is: what is Ozawa going to do? He may have disappeared from view, but it is surely a case of reculer pour mieux sauter (drawing back to make a better jump). In reality, Ozawa’s options are quite limited. A bid for the leadership of the DPJ in September when the presidential election is due is highly unlikely. Ozawa is still fighting his own ‘money politics’ scandal, and he is too tainted with ‘old politics’ and too personally unpopular amongst the Japanese public for a majority of DPJ parliamentary members to entertain the prospect of being led by him once more. Given Ozawa’s record of using party labels as mere flags of convenience, some might think that he will lead his supporters (which reportedly number anywhere from 120 to 200) out of the DPJ. In practice, this is likely to be a journey into the political wilderness. In 1993 when Ozawa broke with the LDP, he used electoral reform as the issue not only to galvanise his own supporters but also the electorate, a new party and a new coalition government. There is no equivalent at the present time – nothing that will resonate with the electorate, legitimise his break-up of the DPJ and provide a foundation for a new party. There are no parties that would seriously consider joining up with the Ozawa group. Linking up with his old party – the LDP – is hardly a credible option, but it is the only one that might deliver the new grouping a majority in the Lower House. 
DPJ in Trouble – Upper House Loss [Political Paralysis]
Kan and the DPJ are in trouble now due to them losing the upper house which will stall the DPJ agenda completely unless Kan can do something to fix his popularity soon he will be in even more trouble as general elections are on the way

Kin 7/15/10 [Kwan Weng Kin; writer for the Strait Times; 7/15/10; “The Mess in Japanese Politics”; Strait Times; http://www.asianewsnet.net/news.php?id=13134&sec=3]

What a fine mess the Japanese have got themselves into. For the past 10 months or so, the ruling coalition led by the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) had dominated both Houses of Parliament, allowing the government to enact laws almost at will. This was made possible when Japanese voters last August handed the DPJ a landslide victory in the general election, ending more than 50 years of nearly unbroken rule by the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). It was a refreshing change from the hung parliaments that Japanese voters had to put up with under LDP administrations in the few years before that. But in last Sunday's nationwide election, the DPJ lost control of the Upper House, signalling a return to the days of stalemated parliaments. Who was responsible for the election debacle? Both political critics and detractors within the DPJ point their fingers at Prime Minister Naoto Kan for bringing up the idea of a higher sales tax in the election campaign when his predecessor had promised that there would be no tax hike. Clearly, Kan did not help matters by doing so, even though his avowed aim was to warn the people that their country could go the way of Greece - which has been crippled by a financial crisis - if nothing was done to address Japan's serious fiscal problems. But ultimately, Japanese voters are really to blame for what happened on Sunday. The Japanese have always been wary of giving their governments too much power and have often used Upper House elections to prune back the ruling party's representation in parliament. Nevertheless, voters on Sunday gave the greater share of proportional representation seats to the DPJ, indicating that the Japanese still have high hopes that the DPJ will be able to solve the country's woes - a ballooning national debt, high-cost social security systems and an economy that is still fighting off recession. But at the same time, voters also gave too many seats in local constituencies to the opposition, making it almost certain that many government Bills are likely to be stalled or rejected in the Upper House in the coming months. Under Japan's parliamentary system, Bills endorsed by the Lower House but thrown out by the Upper House can still pass into law if they are approved by two-thirds of the lower chamber in a second vote. But such an option is closed to the DPJ as it is just short of a two-thirds majority in the Lower House. In many democracies, it is not unusual for the ruling party to control one chamber and the opposition the other. Such a situation is even welcomed as a means of check and balance against government excesses for it obliges both sides to compromise when drafting policies. Divided into two main parties and some six other smaller groups, Japanese politicians however see their divided parliament as a potential not for compromise but for power games and the opportunity to force early general elections. At the same time, something is also basically very wrong with the Japanese political system. It all boils down to Japan having far too many elections and an obsessive tendency by the Japanese to demand resignations - the modern equivalent of Japanese ritual suicides - for election failures. So a Japanese prime minister not only has to win a general election, which comes around every four years or earlier, but he also lies in constant dread of losing Upper House elections which happen every three years. Add to that party presidential elections that take place every two years and you have a leader who is going to be more preoccupied with winning elections than thinking about Japan's domestic problems, let alone his country's place in the world. Kan may have been given a temporary reprieve by his party for now over Sunday's election setback. But he faces a party election in September where, in all likelihood, his leadership will be challenged. Whoever becomes leader of the ruling party is entitled to become prime minister. Common sense may however prevail. Kan may get to continue in office if the bickering factions in the DPJ agree that it would be scandalous indeed for Japan to see a third prime minister in the space of just four months. Kan was elected Prime Minister only last month, replacing Yukio Hatoyama who threw in the towel after just eight months as premier. In the past few years, Japan has seen prime ministers come and go annually, diminishing the country's international stature with each renewal of its leadership. As Japan continues to lurch from one political crisis to another, its friends in Asia can only watch with curiosity and a certain sense of trepidation. Japan's role in regional affairs has palpably shrunk, no thanks too to its lingering recession and a leadership that is inexperienced in dealing with foreign countries. 
DPJ in Trouble – Public Popularity
The DPJ an Kan are in serious trouble as their popularity is plummeting across Japan and more voters are becoming in favor of their rivals the LDP – proven by them losing the Upper House 

McNeil 7/12/10 [David McNeil; writer for the Irish Times; 7/12/10; Japan PM suffers poll drubbing over plan to raise taxes; The Irish Times - Lexis 

JAPAN S VOTERS have fired a warning shot across the bows of Prime Minister Naoto Kan s coalition government, slashing its majority and dealing him a potentially fatal political blow just a month after he took office. With results still coming in from yesterday s nationwide election, exit polls suggest that Mr Kan s Democratic Party (DPJ) will fall well short of its 54 upper house seat target, even with its coalition partner, People s New Party. The election is the first since the DPJ dramatically ended over half a century of conservative rule last September when they swept the Liberal Democrats from power. The party has since largely squandered its popularity amid accusations of corruption and policy flip-flops. Mr Kan s predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama, quit last month after performing a humiliating U-turn on the relocation of a US military base in the southern prefecture of Okinawa. Political commentators billed yesterday s poll as a test of Mr Kan s ability to pull his party out of the fire. Japan s fifth prime minister in three years, he took office on June 8th with approval ratings of over 60 per cent. But he has since seen his popularity plummet by 20 points as he contemplates tackling a long-term taboo by hiking the consumption tax. Mr Kan (63), says the tax is needed to boost welfare spending and rescue Japan from a quagmire of debt, which he warned last month could plunge the country s roughly $5 trillion economy into a Greek-style crisis. Japan s vast public debt is approaching 200 per cent of GDP, or nearly seven million yen (EUR 62,495) per citizen double the Greek figure and the highest in the industrialised world. Floating the tax just before the election, however, dented his government s ratings and forced the prime minister to postpone a proposed 5 per cent hike until the next lower house poll some time before late 2013. Mr Kan ignored warnings from some DPJ lawmakers to hold fire on the tax until the party was on firmer electoral ground. Half the seats in the less powerful 242-member upper house were up for grabs. The Democrats majority in the lower house meant it was never in fear of losing power but yesterday s worse than expected results could prove prophetic. Mr Kan is essentially a provisional leader until the Democrats leadership election in September, so any sign that the bottom is falling out of hispopularity is likely to be costly. Japan s upper house elections have often proved a barometer of prime ministerial future s Ryutaro Hashimoto in 1998 and Shinzo Abe in 2007 quit after drubbings in similar polls. Yesterday s result is also likely to complicate the prime minister s debt pledges and embolden the opposition LDP, which has emerged stronger from the election. Early indications last night were that the LDP would finish with 81-83 seats, up from 71. The prime minister has proposed a UK Labour Party-style Third Way approach, switching taxes and spending away from wasteful infrastructure and construction projects to health, welfare and the environment. The agenda means wresting control over policy from Japan s elite bureaucrats, a fight that demands a strong parliamentary majority. A former civil activist, Mr Kan has pledged not to resign whatever the results of the election. Last night, DPJ insiders for and against him were briefing the media, with some calling for him to take the blame for the defeat. There is no doubt the prime minister s remarks on the consumption tax affected the campaign, one DPJ executive told state broadcaster NHK last night.    

***Internals Okinawa key to DPJ Win***

Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win

Okinawa has proved to be a key issue in determining the popularity and power of the DPJ – Hotoyama’s resignation and drop to 17% approval rating after flopping the decision the first time proves

The Washington Post 5/31/10 [ Washington Post; 5/31/10; Party defection adds to Japanese leader's woes – Lexis]

Japan's increasingly unloved prime minister was battered Sunday with more demoralizing news, as a small political party abandoned his ruling coalition ahead of a key election and a poll showed that more than half the electorate wants him to quit. Less than a year ago, Yukio Hatoyama garnered a landslide election victory that ended nearly a half-century of one-party rule. His Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) seemed then to have a historic mandate to revive the country's stagnant economy and reform the government's sclerotic bureaucracy. But Hatoyama has since shown an astonishing capacity for indecision. His government frittered away most of the past nine months trying to decide whether and where the U.S. Marine Corps would be able to relocate an air base on the island of Okinawa. Finally, he decided Friday to renege on a campaign pledge to move the noisy base off the island. Acceding to U.S. pressure, he agreed to uphold a previous government's commitment to keep the Marines on Okinawa, albeit at a less populous location. His long-delayed decision -- which is wildly unpopular on Okinawa -- triggered Sunday's move by the tiny Social Democratic Party to leave the ruling coalition. The defection does not force the DPJ from power, as the party still holds a commanding majority in the powerful lower house of parliament. But it may lessen the ability of Hatoyama's party to secure a majority in upper house elections in July -- and it could limit his capacity to pass laws. "As the Social Democratic Party, we want to keep the promises we make to the people," the party's leader, Mizuho Fukushima, told reporters Sunday. Hatoyama had fired Fukushima from his cabinet on Friday after she declined to support the Okinawa base relocation deal. For voters across Japan, the Okinawa issue is emblematic of Hatoyama's seeming inability to make up his mind in a timely way on a broad range of issues and campaign promises. He has waffled on pledges to abolish highway tolls and pay cash allowances to encourage parenthood. Public support for his government has fallen to a new low of 17 percent, according to a poll released Monday by the Asahi newspaper. A weekend poll by the Kyodo news agency found that 51 percent of those surveyed think he should resign over his failure to solve the base issue as he had promised he would. In a striking measure of the political damage caused by Hatoyama's indecisiveness, the Kyodo poll found that the DPJ is now less popular than the long-ruling party it defeated in elections in August. Some members of his party have begun to whisper that he should quit. There would be little time, however, for a new leader to pull together a campaign for the upper house vote on July 11. Hatoyama said Saturday that he would not quit. 
Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win
The bases in Okinawa are causing suspicion and disapproval of the government because the Okinawans feel ostracized with an unjust burden  

Takara 5 [Kurayoshi Takara; Professor of History at University of Ryukyus; 3/5; The Okinawa Question and the U.S.-Japan Alliance pg. 4]  
 As is clear on a review of history, Okinawa has gone through a number of phases in becoming a part of Japanese society and has also chosen to belong to Japan in a political sense. This kind of historical experience, not seen in other regions of Japan, planted an “attitude of relativity” in Okinawan residents, an attitude which does not regard the Japanese nation as being self-evident. The concept of Japan conceived by these residents is persistently “Okinawa plus the main Japanese islands.” It is by no means composed of Okinawa firmly attached to a well-defined Japan. Therefore, while there is agreement that Okinawa belongs to Japan as a system, Okinawans continue to question Japan as a nation. The U.S. military base issue brings this aspect to the surface. This issue is causing political and factional friction among Okinawan residents over their assessment of the U.S.-Japan Security Alliance. Opponents of the alliance do not accept the bases in Okinawa, which the Japanese government is obligated to provide through the alliance. On the other hand, supporters of the alliance value the significance of the bases, but also strive for a reduction in the burden borne by the locality. This Okinawan political conflict, where the former group is known as reformist and the latter as conservative, still continues and is expected to continue for some time. Nevertheless, it is important to point out that many Okinawan people hold a deep suspicion of the national government, which engenders the reformist-conservative political friction described above. Why is approximately seventy-five percent of the total land used exclusively by the U.S. military in Japan concentrated in the small prefecture of Okinawa? Why are Okinawan residents exposed to the lion’s share of the alliance’s harmful effects – including noise pollution, crimes, and accidents – when other Japanese pay little for the security it provides? Is it that being Okinawan means these unjust conditions must be borne? What is more, the U.S. bases were not built after 1972 when the Constitution of Japan was applied to Okinawa, they appeared before that, during the period of American rule that resulted from Japan’s defeat in the war. This is why Okinawans think of the base issue in terms of their experiences during the Battle of Okinawa and their memories of the American occupation. In this way, there is skepticism and dissatisfaction with the national government that is not normally seen in the reformist-conservative friction. This kind of situation gives rise to frequent feelings of “We in Okinawa alone suffer discriminatory treatment” and has further complicated the Okinawan base issue. The Japanese government has also not yet fully explained why the bases are necessary for the U.S.-Japan Security Alliance and what significance they hold for Japan’s national interest. This has led to a critical and skeptical view of the government taking deep root among Okinawans, who wonder what kind of national interest is being pursued at the “sacrifice of Okinawa.”  
Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win

Okinawa base is a key issue that will derail or give Kan momentum and popularity to get his agenda through

Kyodo News 6/11/10 [Kyodo News; 6/11/10; Kyodo News; “Stability, unity key to Kan’s success” http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20100611f2.html]
WASHINGTON — Ensuring stability and unity, unlike the previous administration, is key to the success of the new government of Prime Minister Naoto Kan, according to a U.S. expert. "Stability in governance and unity in terms of the execution of policy, both domestic and foreign policy, I think, will be very key to Mr. Kan's success," Sheila Smith, senior fellow for Japan studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, said in a recent interview. Noting Kan is Japan's fifth prime minister in four years, Smith said, "There is a lack of stability in Japanese political thinking, but of course, serious instability in terms of governance." She also said there was "a certain amount of disunity, or at least the appearance of disunity," in the government of Kan's predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama, who resigned last week after some eight months in office. "People were saying different things. It wasn't clear which way the government was going" under Hatoyama, Smith said, adding that what is needed now is a cohesive policy team. Smith said she finds the elevation of Kan "refreshing," as he is not from a political family, unlike the four previous prime ministers, who were all descended from former leaders. Coming from a citizen activist background, Kan's starting point is that governance must be responsive to the needs of citizens, as his time as health and welfare minister in 1996 proved, she said. "If he can carry that perspective effectively into the prime minister's office," Kan will succeed in steering the nation's politics, Smith said.  Smith, who has followed Japanese politics over 20 years through various postings, including in Japan, pointed out that Kan and U.S. President Barack Obama may get along well due to their "pretty similar backgrounds." "Barack Obama is a community organizer from the streets of Chicago. . . . They can relate to where they came from and how they ended up in national politics and how they ended up as leaders of their two countries," she said. The new government under Kan and the Obama administration need to build "consistent interaction at all levels of the government" to maintain their alliance, Smith said. With regard to Hatoyama's government, Smith said it did not have "a big strategic vision within which the alliance functioned." On Japan's postponed national defense program outline, Smith noted that if Tokyo draws up the national defense policy guideline, it will be much easier for the two countries to resolve the issue of how to relocate U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Okinawa, as Washington will better understand Japan's strategic priorities. Calling the base relocation issue "an Achilles heel for the alliance," Smith said the challenge for Kan and his Cabinet, as well as for the U.S. government, is "whether they can persuade the people of Okinawa that they can offer them a better opportunity to reduce the burden." "It's time to look toward a more mature basing policy as we look forward," she said.

Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win

Kan and the DPJ has no way to gain back popoularity besides removing the base because that’s where the most support is against and it would change public view as the DPJ no longer flip-flopping on their promises

Irish Times 6/26/10 [The Irish Times; 6/26/10; “Okinawa's US base took one PM down, can it take another?”; The Irish Times http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/world/2010/0626/1224273366535.html]
“This is only the second time in post-war Japan that a popular grassroots movement has brought down a government,” says Lummis, alluding to the fierce protests over the 1960 US-Japan Security Treaty that precipitated the resignation of prime minister Nobusuke Kishi. “Something has changed here.” Kan, who as a citizen’s activist once protested against the US bases himself, has been careful so far not to stir up this hornets’ nest. This week he visited the island to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the Battle of Okinawa, apologising “as a representative of all Japanese people” and promising to “ease the burden” of hosting the bases. Okinawa’s contribution has helped secure the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region, he added. Nobody can see how his dilemma can be resolved. Voters in Nago, the nearest administrative city to Henoko, this year elected anti-base politician Susumu Inamine as mayor. Newspaper polls put opposition to the base as high as 80-90 per cent. But in a Henoko grocery store where young Jarheads from Camp Schwab shop for cigarettes and beer, owner Masayoshi Kyoda says the town needs the money the base brings. “Without it, we would go bankrupt.” “Emotionally everyone is against the bases, but the reality is a bit different.” In local bars selling Miller beer and tacos, young soldiers on leave drink and play pool. A young marine from Kansas is happy to talk anonymously. “People here have been real nice – I don’t want to go home,” he laughs. “I’ve heard the protesters are here not because they don’t want the Henoko base but because they don’t want us here at all,” he says. “But if the North Koreans were to come here they’d destroy this place. That’s why we’re needed.” On the nearby beach, a small group of activists and students stand guard over a permanent protest outpost, marking the time since their watch began: 2,253 days. “People here are furious that the Hatoyama government let them down,” says Tomohiro Inafuku. “It seems whoever is in government the result is the same.” In the past, these pensioners have gone toe-to-toe with engineers trying to survey the sea for the offshore runway. If the prime minister brings more engineers or – heaven forbid – riot police, they say their children and grandchildren will join them. “I think the Kan government has made a terrible mistake,” says Lummis. “It’s going to be impossible to build this base, and it’s very poor politics to promise something you can’t do.” 

Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win

With the DPJ on the ropes politically after losing the lower to the LDP as well as their political junior partner the Social Democrats they need to get support quickly which can be done through dealing with Okinawa to get the Social Democrats and the public back of their side
McNeil 7/13/10 [David McNeil; writer for the Irish Times; 7/13/10; Japan faces political gridlock after drubbing of ruling party; The Irish Times - Lexis 

CHAOS, REVOLT and policy gridlock newspapers and pundits yesterday spelt out the painful implications of Japan s weekend election, which has left Naoto Kan s job in doubt just 33 days since he moved into the prime minister s office. Mr Kan s Democrats (DPJ) have lost control of the upper house after voters punished the party for a series of missteps in what was essentially a referendum on its 10-month rule. It is surely one of the shortest honeymoons in Japanese parliamentary history. Worse for Mr Kan, the result has brought the party s conservative Liberal Democrat (LDP) rivals juddering back to life after they were tossed out of power and declared a political corpse in last year s historic lower house poll. The LDP took 51 of the 121 seats up for grabs 13 more than it had before the election, while the Democrats won 44, losing 10. I believe the first step toward our party s rebirth has been made, LPD ruler Sadakazu Tanigaki said after the results came in. DPJ junior partner People s New Party, meanwhile, has emerged empty-handed, forcing the government to begin scrambling for another coalition ally. The government lost its other junior partner, the Social Democrats, in June after they resigned en masse in protest at a decision to allow a new US base to be built in the southern prefecture of Okinawa. Sunday s result is a disaster for a party that has promised radical economic and political reform. Although the upper house is far weaker than the lower chamber, it has the power to block all but the most important Bills. Mr Kan needs both houses onside if he is to achieve his pledges to transform government and pull the country out of a fiscal nosedive. Just after taking office on June 8th, he warned that the country s enormous national debt nearly 200 per cent of gross domestic product could throw the country s roughly $5-trillion economy into a Greek-style crisis. The warning was meant to concentrate minds: unlike Greece, Japan s dept is held domestically. But many analysts believe the threat of implosion in the world s second-largest economy is real enough, given its spluttering growth and the ballooning costs of propping up Japan s greying society over five million are set to retire this year and next. Unfortunately, voters did not warm to Mr Kan s proposed solution: a long-mooted hike in consumer tax from five to 10 per cent. Few believed his assurances that the tax would not punish the poor, a fact he acknowledged yesterday. My lack of explanation about (the tax) was a big factor (in the disappointing outcome). With gridlock looming in the upper house, the prime minister must now go back to the electorate and persuade them to surrender more of their declining income. In 10, 20, or 30 years from now, I hope the public will see this government as the defining factor that began rebuilding Japan s economy, he said at the weekend. Mr Kan must also face down protests against the US base on Okinawa, the political graveyard of his predecessor Yukio Hatoyama, and deal with the inevitable fallout for Japan s military alliance with the US. He will have to avoid the inevitable political daggers within the DPJ ahead of a September leadership election, while keeping his eye on the Democrat s key agenda: wrestling control from the bureaucrats who have run Japan for over half a century. Not surprisingly, pundits are measuring the political coffin of Japan s fifth leader since 2006, and wondering who will be sixth. 
Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win
There are several reasons why the DPJ was losing popularity Kan is already aiming to fix these such as firing Ozawa and replacing him with a huge Ozawa critic as well as public showing of his tax plan – but he still needs Okinawa to make a full comeback

The Nikkei Weekly 6/7/10 [The Nikkei Weekly; 6/7/10; “Kan must reverse Hatoyama's errors”; The Nikkei Weekly – Lexis]
Kan must reverse Hatoyama's errors New prime minister will have to fill cabinet with ministers who can govern, restore public trust Incoming Prime Minister Naoto Kan must learn from the missteps of his predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama,  who squandered overwhelming public support by letting DPJ power broker Ichiro Ozawa pull his strings. After his Democratic Party of Japan won last August's lower house election, Hatoyama stepped into office and immediately began rolling out costly policies designed to please voters. Never mind that the funds just were not there. Ozawa's influence as the party's supreme campaign operative was evident. In light of his predecessor's disastrous performance, Kan bears the responsibility of setting up a cabinet capable of governing and restoring the trust of a disenchanted public. Hatoyama's short-lived government lasted only eight and a half months. He was forced to resign for failing on a promise to relocate U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma out of Okinawa Prefecture. When the end of May - Hatoyama's self-imposed deadline to come up with a plan - rolled around, he instead did an about-face. That prompted the Social Democratic Party's departure from the ruling coalition. In addition, money scandals ensnared Hatoyama and Ozawa, driving up public discontent. Eliminating Ozawa's influence is crucial; Hatoyama, who was also DPJ president, relegated all party management to his No. 2. Despite pledging that his cabinet's policy decisions would be free of party influence, Hatoyama allowed Ozawa to interfere with its decision-making. Take a seat, Ozawa Hatoyama's inept leadership skills were on full display during a debacle of a debate over highway tolls in which the government flip-flopped several times. Kan must clearly define what he wants from his cabinet members and take a lead role in policy-making. He is expected to appoint National Policy Minister Yoshito Sengoku, one of Ozawa's most vocal critics, as chief cabinet secretary. Because the cabinet committees set up under Hatoyama have been barely functional, Sengoku's negotiation skills will be put to the test. Kan has indicated that he will resurrect the DPJ's Policy Research Committee, which Ozawa abolished. A political party needs to have a venue for policy debate, therefore the committee's restoration is a welcome development. It also stands as a symbolic reversal of Ozawa's dominance over party policy. Election time The Hatoyama government assigned policy-making powers to ministers, senior vice ministers and parliamentary secretaries in the name of enhancing the role of politicians and diminishing the influence of bureaucrats. Politicians need to be held accountable for policy, but the experience and knowledge of bureaucrats have gone untapped as a result. The new Kan government needs to ensure that these resources are fully utilized. The DPJ elected Kan as its new president without giving much time to examine what he stands for. His news conference June 4 shed little light on his goals. Kan has vowed to realize a "strong economy, strong finances, and strong social security" through coordinated policies. He must now lay out specifics - such as an inevitable consumption tax hike. This summer's upper house election is fast approaching, making it imperative that Kan, through discussions with party members, get his ideas reflected in the DPJ'scampaign platform. Merely slapping a new cover on the existing policy pledges will not win the public's understanding. In light of Hatoyama's diplomatic blunders, strained Japan-U.S. ties need to be quickly rebuilt. Kan plans to anchor his foreign policy on the Japan-U.S. alliance while also focusing on cooperation with China. Building strong bonds with China must be a top priority, given that nation's growing dominance. But to do so, Kan needs the backing of healthy Japan-U.S. relations. Escalating tensions on the Korean Peninsula since the sinking of a South Korean naval vessel by the North have made it all the more crucial for Japan to be prepared for contingencies. The Hatoyama government indicated that it will pressure North Korea with unilateral sanctions. But only when Japan is able to respond to military provocations by Pyongyang will such pressure truly be effective.  

Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win

(  )  Okinawa hurts DPJ – issue will reoccur in future elections

Newsystocks.com, 7-21-2010, “DPJ election defeat, Okinawa poll may stall Futenma plan: Senate panel,” http://newsystocks.com/news/3606226

The report said the DPJ's setback in the July 11 House of Councillors election ''could weaken its ability to govern, and the Okinawa gubernatorial election scheduled for November could further cloud the future of the realignment process.''  The transfer of some 8,000 U.S. Marine troops from Okinawa to Guam is part of a package deal between Japan and the United States which also includes the realignment of U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station.  The report noted that the Okinawa governor must sign a landfill agreement to proceed with the construction of a replacement facility on reclaimed land on the coast of the U.S. Marines' Camp Schwab in the Henoko district in Nago.  The Pentagon views the signing of the landfill agreement, which it considers tangible progress toward the completion of the Futenma replacement facility, '' as the linchpin for entire plan,'' the report said.  However, the Senate panel report said that while the landfill permit was originally expected to be issued in August, the permit ''will likely be delayed until after the gubernatorial election in November, and could be delayed into 2011.''  On the 2014 deadline, the report said, ''Given the delay in initiating the realignment, that deadline will be difficult, if not impossible, to meet.''  The report also touched on the severe political situation that Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan faces over the base issue.  ''The newly appointed prime minister has faced political protest from the residents and elected officials in Okinawa for acknowledging that the current agreement must go forward,'' it said.

Internals: Okinawa Key to DPJ Win

(  ) Okinawa is key to DPJ political capital 

Jeff Kingston, director of Asian studies at Temple University, 7-9-2010, “Can Anyone Govern Japan?” Foreign Policy, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/07/09/can_anyone_govern_japan

Pollsters now expect the DPJ to lose seats in the Diet's upper house on Sunday, where half of the 242 seats are up for grabs. The DPJ has 54 seats going into the vote and is aiming for 60, which would give it an outright majority. But given how things have been going of late, the party will be lucky even to hold onto its current number. That won't necessarily be fatal: The party still holds a commanding majority in the more important lower house and can remain in power until 2013, but it will need to find a coalition partner to form a working majority. And that won't be easy. The DPJ would like to form an alliance with Your Party, which shares the DPJ's affinity for budget austerity, but its leader, Yoshimi Watanabe, has repeatedly rejected suggestions to that effect. So whatever coalition does result will be fraught by awkward compromises and policy paralysis. If the DPJ does badly enough, winning less than 50 seats, the scandal-tainted Ichiro Ozawa, who was forced to relinquish his previous role as DPJ secretary-general in June, might try to unseat Kan in the party leadership contest slated for September. That would unravel Japan's ongoing political realignment, and the leadership crisis will intensify. 
 Foreign relations are another stumbling block. After Sunday's election, the government will continue nurturing better relations with China, despite a variety of festering issues such as disputed gas fields, overlapping territorial claims, food safety, transborder pollution, and China's relentless military buildup, one conducted in the absence of reassuring transparency.  But the DPJ's biggest problems are with Washington, which held firm on a 2006 deal between the United States and Japan over Futenma. Hatoyama had pledged in his campaign to relocate the base, but backed down under intense U.S. pressure. Okinawans felt betrayed, and the reversal exposed the prime minister as feckless, precipitating his sudden downfall in June.  Kan has sought to defuse tension by saying that he will abide by the 2006 agreement. But anger over the DPJ's backtracking and ineffectual leadership has undermined the party's credibility. Barack Obama will visit Japan while Okinawa has gubernatorial elections in November, raising the risk that the U.S. president will get embroiled in Japan's increasingly lively domestic politics.

***DPJ Agenda Good***
DPJ Agenda Good – Women’s Autonomy
Currently in Japan women are not allowed to keep their surnames after they get married – this is the destruction of the autonomy of Japanese women with a burden of being branded – the DPJ’s wants to pass a bill to allow women to change their surnames post-marriage it’s on their agenda
Associated Press 7/15/10 [Associated Press; 7/15/10; Progressive agenda stuck in the mud

DPJ getting nowhere on maiden names, foreigner voting rights; The Japan Times; http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20100715f1.html]

Happily for Yoko Sakamoto, she didn't have to argue with her husband — also a Sakamoto — about whose last name they'd use when they married. Not that the 47-year-old civil rights activist would have had much of an option: The law allows only one surname per family — customarily the man's. "One's last name is a key part of one's self-identity," Sakamoto said. "It's wrong that any of us by law have to change surnames that we've used all our lives, and it is always the women who put up with the burden." The Democratic Party of Japan promised a progressive agenda when it formed a government, ending 55 years of nearly unbroken conservative rule. The party began working on two bills: one that would allow married couples to keep separate surnames and another that would permit Korean permanent residents to vote in local-level elections. But preparations for both bills have stalled. Conservative politicians accuse the DPJ of pushing a radical agenda that would wreck family traditions and even weaken national security by granting the vote to hundreds of thousands of ethnic Koreans and Taiwanese — without Japanese citizenship — and possibly other nationals too. 
DPJ Agenda Good – Women’s Autonomy

The current system of Japan forces women use their husbands last name this is an extreme source of oppression and discrimination upon women destroying their identity – but the DPJ has presented a bill on their agenda to end of all this
Associated Press 7/15/10 [Associated Press; 7/15/10; Progressive agenda stuck in the mud

DPJ getting nowhere on maiden names, foreigner voting rights; The Japan Times; http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20100715f1.html]

Japan is the only Group of Eight nation that requires married couples to have the same family name. China and South Korea also allow married women to have different surnames than their husbands. A growing number of Japanese women, including those who have advanced in corporate and academic ranks, want the same right. Many already use their maiden names as aliases at work. "The DPJ rule could be our tiny window of opportunity," said Sakamoto, coleader of the activist group mNet, which supports changes to the Civil Code. "The question is whether we can tolerate diversity and create a society that equally treats people with different lifestyles and nationality, including married couples with different surnames and foreign residents." But that window may already be closing. Strong opposition from the DPJ's tiny coalition partner Kokumin Shinto (People's New Party) has stalled moves to submit the bills to the Diet and the DPJ has quietly removed them from its list of campaign promises. The smaller party claims allowing women to retain their maiden names could undermine family unity and even cause more divorces. "I don't understand the mentality of couples who marry to be together but prefer separate surnames," said Shizuka Kamei, leader of Kokumin Shinto. "Do we want to see door signs showing various surnames written on them at each home?" Justice Minister Keiko Chiba, however, said recently she still plans to submit the already-drafted maiden names bill for Diet debate later this year. The current system "often one-sidedly imposes burdens on women, inconveniences their social activities, or causes the loss of their identity," Chiba said. "I must say it poses a problem with the fundamental equality of men and women." Only in rare cases do couples use the wife's surname, maybe because she is an only child and there is pressure to carry on the family name, or if it benefits them financially. Last August, the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women urged Japan to "take immediate action to amend the Civil Code" and drop the one-surname requirement, calling the provision "discriminatory." Akiko Orita has been married for more than 10 years, but because she didn't change her name at marriage, she is classified in official records as "unregistered wife" of her husband, Yusuke Doi, who also supports the cause. "I don't want to have to change my name," said the 35-year-old assistant professor at Keio University. "Everyone should have a right to choose." 
DPJ Agenda Good – Women’s Autonomy

The DPJ’s agenda bills dealing with women will be able to allow them to work more even post-marriage and become more self-reliant, as well as allow them to keep their own surname while being married legally – this is key to stopping the oppression of the female identity and recognizing them as equals
Kyodo News 9 [Kyodo News; 9/17/09; DPJ policies could help more women start work, change their lives; Japan Today; http://www.japantoday.com/category/commentary/view/dpj-policies-could-help-more-women-start-work-change-their-lives]

Even before she begins her working life, Shiho Umeki, 22, said she had always planned to reduce her work after getting married, following in her mother’s footsteps. That was until the Democratic Party of Japan seized power in the Aug 30 general election.  The change in the political landscape has prompted her to rethink her future plans, because the DPJ pledged in its election platform to ditch tax deductions for spouses as a way of securing resources to finance part of the promised generous child allowances. The abolition, ‘‘if realized, would be a historic changeover as it will bring about a profound change in women’s lifestyles,’’ said Emiko Ochiai, a professor of family sociology at Kyoto University.   Along with its policy of giving married couples the choice of using separate surnames, it would give working women a supportive push, experts say.      ‘‘I thought after getting married that I would be a housewife working only at an easy pace just like my mother, but would that become difficult?’’ said Umeki, a senior at Waseda University who is set to start working for a drug company next April. ‘‘It means society will change, won’t it?’’ asked the resident of Inzai, Chiba Prefecture, in reference to the DPJ’s plan to abolish the tax deductions. As a part-timer her mother has limited her work so as to keep her income below 1.03 million yen per annum so that she would not lose her status as a tax-exempt spouse. The tax system under which breadwinners, mostly husbands, can claim exemption for their spouses has been in place since 1961, under the Liberal Democratic Party’s almost uninterrupted rule of more than half a century. The 1.03 million income ceiling for spouses compares with the average annual salary of 4.37 million yen for private-sector employees in 2007—5.42 million yen for men and 2.71 million for women—according to the latest data released nearly a year ago by the National Tax Agency. Many wives are believed to have worked fewer hours than their spare time from housework and child-rearing in order to take advantage of the system, which is widely regarded as preferential treatment for housewives.   But the DPJ is poised to abolish the system, believing it has discouraged women from attaining economic self-reliance. ‘‘The current tax system that particularly gives nonworking housewives preferential treatment is problematic and we think it should be rectified,’’ then DPJ Secretary General Katsuya Okada said at a press conference on Sept 4. The party is considering scrapping the tax deductions for both spouses and dependents from fiscal 2011, when it plans to fully implement the monthly child allowances of 26,000 yen per child, after distributing half the sum in fiscal 2010, party officials said. The poor circumstances for child-rearing women to work in earnest should also be addressed, however, such as the short supply of day-care services to look after children while their mothers are at work, the experts noted. The number of children who were unable to enroll and are waiting for vacancies at licensed day-care facilities as of April jumped 29.8% from a year before to 25,384, a record surge amid an increase in job-seeking mothers in the economic slump, a welfare ministry tally showed Sept 7. ‘‘I’m worried about whether I can continue working after giving birth,’’ Umeki said. ‘‘If the DPJ says it will change Japan, I want it to realize reforms that women can say they are happy about.’‘      Another DPJ policy is to realize ‘‘at an early date’’ the choice for marrying couples to adopt separate surnames in the context of gender equality, according to its policy index for 2009.  Under Japan’s Civil Code, couples currently have no choice but to pick either surname, mostly the husband’s in light of underlying social pressures, to be legally recognized as married. ‘‘I want the policy to be legislated as quickly as possible,’’ said Noriko Higuchi, a 50-year-old licensed dietician in Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture, who has been campaigning for the option in a group since 1991.  ‘‘It will require no money nor will it force everyone to follow it, but it would be encouraging for quite a few people,’’ she said, explaining her own experience of switching to her maiden name 18 years ago as a matter of identity, seven years after being officially registered under her husband’s surname. The social momentum for opening up the option by amending the Civil Code increased in the early 1990s and culminated in a draft government bill in 1996, but has since lost steam due in part to the recent tendency for fewer people to marry and more women being allowed to go by their maiden names in business, as well as opponents’ campaigns, she said. Ayumi Sasagawa, 45, who has lobbied LDP lawmakers to realize the legal change in another group formed in 2001, said, ‘‘Many people have already put dual surnames into practice through such possible means as the use of maiden names and unregistered marriages.’‘  ‘‘But everyone is fed up with various problems they face in their daily lives just because their names are not legally recognized,’’ she said.     
DPJ Agenda Good – Women’s Autonomy
The DPJ is dedicated to passing bills that edit the Civil Code so women can keep their surname post-marriage this will solve medical burecratic confusion as well as allow women to fully commit to their identity as equals

Kyodo News 4/17/10 [Kyodo News; 4/17/10; Gov't wavers on double name system for married couples; Japan Today; http://www.japantoday.com/category/lifestyle/view/govt-wavers-on-double-name-system-for-married-couples]

Unlike former conservative governments of the Liberal Democratic Party, the ruling Democratic Party of Japan has long backed a plan to allow a husband and a wife to keep their respective surnames even before it took power in September last year. But the governing coalition made up of the DPJ and its junior partners—the Social Democratic Party and the People’s New Party—still remains sharply divided on the issue.  Advocates of the proposed plan are growing impatient because they feel it is a now or never matter. Public concern is growing that inaction on the issue will breed confusion because it has become increasingly common for women to try to use their maiden names while the response to the attempt varies among organizations. Minako Yoshii, 33, who married Masatomo Tani, 33, eight years ago, routinely uses her maiden name and does so also when the resident of Seika, Kyoto Prefecture, works as a lecturer at a junior college even though her census register shows her surname as Tani.  Her two sons’ surname is Tani and their friends at their nursery school find nothing strange about the Tani boys’ mother being called Yoshii. She says, ‘‘Use of nonregistered surnames has already become a common practice.’‘  While the government is still far from revising the Civil Code to grant many women’s wish, married women go by their maiden names on an increasing number of occasions. According to a civic group called mNet Information Network for Amending the Civil Code, there are examples of women who open bank accounts, have credit cards issued, file tax returns and pay utility charges under their maiden names.  There are women who work as doctors under their maiden names even though their medical license certificates bear their husbands’ surnames. Some schools let their students go by their mothers’ maiden names. Some women have their maiden names on their health insurance cards. One doctor expresses dismay, saying, ‘‘Should I sign a death certificate bearing an unregistered name if someone known only by her maiden name dies?’‘ Miki Okabe, leader of another group lobbying for a law change to allow couples to use their own surnames, says, ‘‘It is imperative to legislate a new system to avoid confusion.’‘ It was in 1996 that the push for the proposed system gathered momentum as the Legislative Council, an advisory organ for the justice minister, proposed a Civil Code change to create a new name system, calling for legislation more accommodating to people’s increasingly diverse values. The proposal was then shelved as it met with stiff opposition from LDP politicians.  The situation changed after the DPJ-led government was formed. Expectations for the Civil Code change grew high as Keiko Chiba from the DPJ became justice minister and Mizuho Fukushima, chief of the SDP, state minister in charge of gender equality. Both of them have long been spearheading the drive for the law amendment. Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama earlier said, ‘‘I’m in favor of the law change in principle and it is not premature (to introduce a new name system) because it has been debated for a long time.’‘ Nonetheless, the cabinet was unable to agree on the proposed law change by the target date of March 12 due to a schism among the government ministers. Shizuka Kamei, state minister for postal and financial affairs and leader of the PNP, is a staunch opponent of the proposed system. He earlier said, ‘‘I don’t think it’s good (for married couples) to use different surnames when family bonds are weakening.’‘ Kamei, known as a man of strong opinion who speaks his mind, does not budge even an inch on the issue and has hinted at pulling his party from the ruling coalition if he cannot have his way. Kamei is ‘‘courting support from conservatives attached to traditional values by setting his party apart from the DPJ to improve the PNP’s chances of survival in the upcoming election of the House of Councillors,’’ a member of one of the ruling parties said. Some DPJ members are also balking at forcing the surname issue on the government’s agenda as they are concerned about the fractious state of the coalition. The DPJ is also in a weak position because it has been taking a thrashing in both local elections and public opinion polls due to funding irregularities involving Hatoyama and DPJ Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa. One DPJ lawmaker said, ‘‘We’ll lose conservative votes if we take up the surname issue in elections.’‘ Still, even the opponents of the name system change argue that the matter should not be left unattended any longer. ‘‘Much turmoil has been created due to use of maiden names by married women,’’ says Sanae Takaichi, a female LDP member of the House of Representatives. ‘‘The issue should be addressed as soon as possible through the political process.’‘ The public is split down the middle on the issue. A poll conducted by the Japan Public Opinion Survey Association in December last year found 49% of the respondents supporting legislation to allow married couples to bear separate surnames, and 48% opposing. But 66% of women in their 20s and 30s favored the proposed name system while 32% were against.

DPJ Agenda Good – Women’s Autonomy
It is still on the agenda of the DPJ to allow women to keep their surnames after marriage Kan supports it now

The Japan Times 6/17/10 [The Japan Times; 6/17/10; DPJ’s Diet handling gets low marks; The Japan Times – Lexis]

Alex Martin STAFF WRITER Last Christmas, then Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama led the Democratic Party of Japan into its first ordinary Diet session, telling reporters he wanted to give the public a "sense of hope" as a gift and vowing "tangible results" to improve their livelihoods. But with a pile of bills left untouched and the ruling bloc in tatters following policy clashes, experts said the 150-day session that wrapped up Wednesday turned out to be a disaster that betrayed the public's hopes for a change in politics. "It was a continual process of trial and error for the DPJ," said Yasuharu Ishizawa, professor of politics and media at Gakushuin Women's College.   Ishizawa said that, despite the high support the DPJ enjoyed when it came to power after its historic election win last August, it was always going to be in for a rough ride, given its unrealistic policy goals and the need to strike a balance with its coalition partners, the Social Democratic Party and Kokumin Shinto (People's New Party). "Over time, the DPJ exhausted all its political assets," he said. If things had gone according to script, and the DPJ's campaign pledges for last year's poll, a new plan would have been forged to relocate the U.S. Futenma air base somewhere outside of Okinawa, as per the SDP's wishes, and the Kokumin Shinto-backed bill to roll back the postal privatization process would have cleared the Diet. Instead, the SDP bolted from the coalition after the Hatoyama administration backpedaled on its pledge to move Futenma out of Okinawa, and Kokumin Shinto leader Shizuka Kamei resigned from the Cabinet after the postal bill was not acted on. The list of unrealized policies does not stop there. Plans to free up highway tolls and scrap provisional surcharges on gas taxes also came to an end when the government realized it lacked the means to finance the projects. Granting foreign residents suffrage in local-level elections and allowing married couples to assume separate surnames - policies that drew wide national attention when they were first introduced - were also halted after the administration failed to reach a consensus on them. And to cap it all, Hatoyama abruptly stepped down over Futenma and a funding scandal, as did DPJ kingpin Ichiro Ozawa, leaving the government in the hands of Naoto Kan. Despite strong demands from the opposition for the session to be extended, the Diet closed five days after the new prime minister gave his policy speech. So what exactly did the DPJ achieve? Koichi Nakano, political science professor at Sophia University, said it was inevitable the DPJ, as a rookie government, would face difficulties. Nakano praised the DPJ for passing the second supplementary budget for fiscal 2009 and the fiscal 2010 annual budget, as well as carrying out key policies, including the distribution of allowances to child-rearing families and the freeing up of high school tuitions. But he said these were far from satisfactory achievements. "Preparations are also under way for Diet and administrative reforms aimed at concentrating power in the hands of politicians rather than bureaucrats," he said. "But promises still exceed actual results," he said. Despite the DPJ's numerous missteps, however, the Liberal Democratic Party, the main opposition force, failed to seize the opportunity to stage a comeback from its crushing poll defeat last year. Instead, the former ruling party had trouble redefining itself as an opposition party and suffered internal power struggles that led to a string of defections. Meanwhile, with both Hatoyama and Ozawa out of the picture the Cabinet of Prime Minister Kan has seen its approval rate surge in recent days, giving it a realistic chance of faring well in the July 11 Upper House election. Nakano of Sophia University said the results of the election would sway how the DPJ steers future Diet proceedings. Out of the 242 Upper House seats, the DPJ currently holds 116, and maintains a threadbare majority with the help of Kokumin Shinto's six seats. Half of the sum total, 121 seats, will be up for grabs in July's vote. If the DPJ-led coalition were to lose a substantial number of seats and could no longer retain an Upper House majority, it would create an unbalanced Diet and Kan may be forced to step down, Nakano said. "But with the sudden boost of support with the resignations of Hatoyama and Ozawa, that scenario seems unlikely," he said. Nakano said if the DPJ is able to win close to a majority in the chamber, it is possible the ruling party may sever its ties with its small ally and instead join up with newly formed parties with closer political agendas, including Yoshimi Watanabe's Your Party or Yoichi Masuzoe's Shinto Kaikaku (New Renaissance Party). But whatever the results of the Upper House election, the DPJ will its hands full. Kan has made fiscal reconstruction his priority, vowing to contain the ballooning national debt and end deflation, as well as create demand and more jobs to revive the economy. Ishizawa of Gakushuin Women's College said that with an ambitious agenda and a raft of bills awaiting deliberation, the DPJ's real test is only just beginning. "The DPJ has finally returned to the start line," Ishizawa said. "The next Diet session will be the real challenge." 
Surnames key to Women’s Autonomy
A women having the ability to keep her surname is key to her individuality as well as letting her keep her identity and dignity – the whole culture of forced name change is the reinforcement of the patriarchal culture that originally kept them down 
Stafford and Kline 96 [Laura Stafford and Susan L. Kline; Associate Professor in the Department of Communication, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, and Associate Professor in the Department of Communication, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio; 1996; Married Women’s Name choices and sense of self; Routledge; http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08934219609367638]
A long-standing theme in feminist writings is that the loss of a woman's birth name at marriage profoundly affects her identity. As early as 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton professed that "a woman's dignity is . . . involved in a life-long name, to mark her individuality. We can not overestimate the demoralizing effect on woman herself, to say nothing of society at large, for her to merge her existence so wholly in that of another" (Stanton, Anthony, & Gage, 1969, p. 80). A few years later Lucy Stone, arguing that changing her surname was a loss of individuality, became the first American woman who kept her own name in both private and public life (for a history of the name change issue in America, see Stannard, 1977). Contemporary feminists have continued to argue for the right of women to use their birth names after marriage (see Schroeder, 1986). Feminist essays, fiction and poetry have discussed how traditional naming practices denigrate women and reproduce a patriarchal culture (Piercy, 1973; Sontag, 1985; Stapleton & Bright, 1976). Gloria Steinem (1992) has described a direct link between language and women's self-esteem. Ms magazine has published the essays and letters of readers describing their "agony" about which surname to use (Desy, 1983; O'Reilly, 1973; Thorn, 1987, pp. 32-33). The popular press has discussed issues like the naming of children and bureaucratic problems (Cherlin, 1978; Chua-Eoan, 1989; Ferraro, 1993; Lobsenz, 1986; Loschiavo, 1980; Mickelsen, 1988). Numerous hypotheses about the association between one's name and one's identity have been offered. Freud (1913) and other psychologists noted that all people viewed names as an integral part of personality (Sherif & Cantril, 1947). In a review of the link between identity and name changes, Falk (1975-1976) concluded that name changes reflect "strong affective value" and may reflect "identity struggles" (p. 655). Feminists argue that women define themselves in relation to their names, so women who change their names will suffer a loss, socially and personally. For instance, Arliss (1991) writes that women who adopt their husbands' names "have taken the coward's way" and in doing so "lose more than a little of themselves in the process" (p. 35). In a rare study on surnames in communication, Foss and Edson (1989) examined married women's accounts of their name choices. They found that women who adopted their husband's names defined themselves through their attachments to others, thus lending credence to the idea that adopting one's husband's surname maybe related to identity issues. 
Surnames key to Women’s Autonomy

Women being forced to adopt their husband’s last name creates the complete absorption of their identity and reduces them to the status of property this is the reflection of patriarchy is modern society

Stafford and Kline 96 [Laura Stafford and Susan L. Kline; Associate Professor in the Department of Communication, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio, and Associate Professor in the Department of Communication, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio; 1996; Married Women’s Name choices and sense of self; Routledge; http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/08934219609367638]
That the adoption of the husband's name marks the complete absorption of a woman's identity into a man's, is a long standing assumption (Stanton et al., 1969). Doyle and Paludi (1995) propose that most married women "become subsumed under their husbands, and the name change signifies as much" (p. 187). Given this often claimed absorption of the wife's self, it is of interest to explore differences among the women in their feelings of autonomy within the marital context. RQ3: Do women who adopt their husbands' surnames, retain their birth names, or combine surnames differ in their level of autonomy? Our final research question asked whether these women differ in their satisfaction of their power status in the relationship. Control mutuality represents the degree to which partners cooperatively agree on the power distribution, that is, in the way relational decisions are made (Canary et al., 1991; Canary & Stafford, 1992). The idea that naming practices reflect a patriarchal society in which women are considered to be property is long-lived and highly prevalent (Doyle & Paludi, 1995; Gilman, 1904, 1911, 1919, 1979; Matossiah, 1987). If, indeed, adopting one's husband's name is related to status as property, these women could feel dissatisfied with the power distribution within their marital relationship 

Impacts: Women’s Autonomy Good – Root Cause
Continuing to function in a mindset that allows us to subjugate women makes racism, sexism, classism and all other forms of oppression, otherization, capitalism, and environmental destruction inevitable – only through embracing our feminist framework can we solve for them

Cuomo 2 [Chris J. Cuomo Associate Professor of Philosophy and Women’s Studies at the University of Cincinnati; On Feminist Philosophy  Vol, 7 Ethics and the Environment 2002, p.3]

I take that phrase “power and promise,” an unusually optimistic measure for anything in the contemporary discipline of philosophy, from the title of Karen Warren’s widely-read and often reprinted 1991 essay, “The Power and Promise of Ecological Feminism.” That essay includes an argument that is basic to Warren’s Ecofeminist Philosophy, and that is commonly characterized as the fundamental insight of ecofeminism. The view argued for is that a “logic of domination” that divides the world into bifurcated hierarchies is basic to all forms of oppression and domination. This logic (which Warren also calls a “conceptual framework”) is a way of thinking that encourages separating from and mistreating nature and members of subordinated groups, for no good reason. In addition, the conceptual frameworks that are used to justify racism, sexism, and the mistreatment of nature (etc.), are interwoven and mutually reinforcing. Some ecofeminists find that the very aspects of identity and otherness (gender, race, class, species, etc.) are created through conceptual frameworks that encourage domination rather than connection, but Warren remains agnostic about such ontological issues. Her emphasis instead is on a more basic point—that the morally loaded concepts through which we understand ourselves and reality (and through which “we” humans have historically constructed knowledge) are at the core of the terrible ecological and social messes we currently face. Because she takes the argument about the logic of domination to be basic, Warren sometimes characterizes ecofeminism as primarily a critical project—a set of perspectives that aim to understand and dismantle the web of domination and oppression. Her empirical argument for ecofeminism (found in the book’s first chapter, “Nature is a Feminist Issue”) describes not the ecological interdependence of all beings, but the material enmeshment of different forms of oppression and domination. Concerning issues such as land and water rights, forestry, and toxic dumping, women, the poor, and members of other subjugated groups suffer disproportionately from ecological damage. And even when the oppressed are not its worst victims, environmental malfeasance is a product of masculinist, colonial, and capitalist assumptions and practices. Given this critique it may seem obvious that the heart of ecofeminism is the drive to eliminate all forms of domination. In Warren’s own words, The boundary conditions specify that an ecofeminist ethic must be anti-sexist, anti-racist, anti-classist, anti-naturist, and opposed to any ‘ism’ that presupposes or advances a logic of domination; (99) and The basic starting point of ecofeminist philosophy is that the dominations of women, other human Others, and nonhuman nature are interconnected, are wrong, and ought to be eliminated. (155)

Impacts: Women’s Autonomy Good – Comes First

Gender oppression has to come first – the trivial impacts of your politics Das are only ways of silencing women in the public sphere – ending the oppression of women is key to democracy and try or die 

Enloe 4 [Cynthia Enloe; Professor of Women’s Studies at Clark University; “The Curious Feminist”, 2004 pg 73-74]

Violence against women almost everywhere has been a topic kept out of the public arena or only sporadically and very selectively allowed into it in the form of a “scandal.” This, in turn has not only delayed for generations public officials tackling such abuse, but also entrenched the silencing of many of those women who have been the targets of that violence. Together, these two silencing have set back genuine democratization as much as has any military coup or distortive electoral system. The fact that violence against women – in its myriad forms – has recently been challenged in public by so many women in Asia and the Pacific should be seen as a significant development in the progress of democratization throughout the region. Of course, this also means that insofar as rape or sexual harassment or force prostitution or domestic violence is anywhere denied or trivialized real democratization is likely to be subverted. Thus we need to become more curious about the process of trivialization. How exactly do regimes, opposition parties, judges, popular movements, and the press go about making any incident of violence against women appear trivial? The gendered violence can be explained as inevitable – that is, not worth the expenditure of political capital. Or can it be treated by the trivializers as numerically inconsequential, so rare that it would seem wasteful of scare political will or state resources to try to prevent it. Third, trivialization can be accomplished by engaging in comparisons: how can one spent limited political attention on, say domestic violence or forced prostitution when there are market forces like global competition, structural adjustment, or nuclear testing to deal – as if, that is, none of those had any relationship to the incidence of violence against women? Finally, trivialization may take the form of undermining the credibility of the messenger. As early as the 1800s, trivializers already were labeling women who spoke out publicly against violence against women as “loose,” “prudish,” or “disappointed” (it would be the trivializers’ twentieth century successors who would think to add “lesbian”)

Impacts: Women’s Autonomy Good – Root Cause

All of the negative’s  impacts are solved by case- subordination of women to men makes global nuclear war inevitable.

Reardon 93 [Betty Reardon, Director, Peace Education Program, Columbia, WOMEN AND PEACE, 1993, pp. 30-1. ]

A clearly visible element in the escalating tensions among militarized nations is the macho posturing and the patriarchal ideal of dominance, not parity, which motivates defense ministers and government leaders to “strut their stuff” as we watch with increasing horror. Most men in our patriarchal culture are still acting out old patterns that are radically inappropriate for the nuclear age. To prove dominance and control, to distance one’s character from that of women, to survive the toughest violent initiation, to shed the sacred blood of the hero, to collaborate with death in order to hold it at bay all of these patriarchal pressures on men have traditionally reached resolution in ritual fashion on the battlefield. But there is no longer any battlefield. Does anyone seriously believe that if a nuclear power were losing a crucial, large-scale conventional war it would refrain from using its multiple-warhead nuclear missiles because of some diplomatic agreement? The military theater of a nuclear exchange today would extend, instantly or eventually, to all living things, all the air, all the soil, all the water. If we believe that war is a “necessary evil,” that patriarchal assumptions are simply “human nature,” then we are locked into a lie, paralyzed. The ultimate result of unchecked terminal patriarchy will be nuclear holocaust.
Impacts: Women’s Autonomy Good – Root Cause

The traversing of social dividers destroys the patriarchal separation that is the root cause of all impacts, be it military, ecological, or social.

Macy 2000 [Joanna Macy, adjunct professor at the California Institute of Integral Studies, 2000 Environmental Discourse and Practice: A Reader, p. 243]

The move to a wider ecological sense of self is in large part a function of the dangers that are threatening to overwhelm us. We are confronted by social breakdown, wars, nuclear proliferation, and the progressive destruction of our biosphere. Polls show that people today are aware that the world, as they know it, may come to an end. This loss of certainty that there will be a future is the pivotal psychological reality of our time.  Over the past twelve years my colleagues and I have worked with tens of thousands of people in North America, Europe, Asia, and Australia, helping them confront and explore what they know and feel about what is happening to their world. The purpose of this work, which was first known as “Despair and Empowerment Work,” is to overcome the numbing and powerlessness that result from suppression of painful responses to massively painful realities. As their grief and fear for the world is allowed to be expressed without apology or argument and validated as a wholesome, life-preserving response, people break through their avoidance mechanisms, break through their sense of futility and isolation. Generally what they break through into is a larger sense of identity. It is as if the pressure of their acknowledged awareness of the suffering of our world stretches or collapses the culturally defined boundaries of the self.  It becomes clear, for example, that the grief and fear experienced for our world and our common future are categorically different from similar sentiments relating to one’s personal welfare. This pain cannot be equated with dread of one’s own individual demise. Its source lies less in concerns for personal survival than in apprehensions of collective suffering – of what looms for human life and other species and unborn generations to come. Its nature is akin to the original meaning of compassion – “suffering with.” It is the distress we feel on behalf of the larger whole of which we are a part. And, when it is so defined, it serves as a trigger or getaway to a more encompassing sense of identity, inseparable from the web of life in which we are as intricately connected as cells in a larger body.  This shift in consciousness is an appropriate, adaptive response. For the crisis that threatens our planet, be it seen in its military, ecological, or social aspects, derives from a dysfunctional and pathogenic notion of the self. It is a mistake about our place in the order of things. It is the delusion that the self is so separate and fragile that we must delineate and defend its boundaries, that it is so small and needy that we must endlessly acquire and endlessly consume, that it is so aloof that we can – as individuals, corporations, nation-states, or as a species – be immune to what we do to other beings.   
DPJ Agenda Good: Sales Tax Good – Avoids Debt Crisis

Kan’s sales tax reform is key to stabilizing the Japanese economy and avoiding a debt crisis
Foster 7/7/10 [Malcolm Foster, writer for the Associated Press, 07-07-2010, “Tax hike talk dominates Japan’s weekend election” published on forbes.com http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2010/07/07/general-as-japan-politics_7746872.html?boxes=financechannelAP]
TOKYO -- Proposing a tax hike is normally a sure way to lose an election.  Yet Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan insists that's just what the country needs to do to rein in its bulging national debt.  In office just a month after his predecessor abruptly resigned, Kan has put repairing the country's strained finances at the center of the campaign for this Sunday's parliamentary elections.  The polls, in which half the seats in the 242-member upper house are up for grabs, is viewed as a referendum on the Democratic Party's 10 months in power since defeating the long-ruling conservative Liberal Democratic Party. The Democrats have promised to cut wasteful spending and bring greater transparency to politics, but have had a mixed record in achieving that so far.  A social progressive and fiscal hawk, Kan has declared that Japan needs to reform its tax structure and should seriously consider raising the sales tax from 5 percent to 10 percent within two to three years. He has warned if Japan doesn't take dramatic steps soon, it could face a similar crisis to Greece.   
DPJ Agenda Good: Sales Tax Good – Avoids Debt Crisis

Kan’s sales tax reform key to restore Japanese economy – IMF agrees
Thai Press Reports, 07-16-2010, “Japan IMF calls for raising Japan’s sales tax to 15%” accessed on LexisNexis 
The International Monetary Fund on Wednesday recommended Japan gradually lift its sales tax to 15 percent, beginning in fiscal 2011, to restore the nation's public finances amid ballooning public debts.  "Fiscal adjustment should start in fiscal 2011 beginning with a modest consumption tax hike," the IMF said in a report after annual talks with the Japanese government and the Bank of Japan.  "A gradual increase of the consumption tax to 15 percent beginning in fiscal 2011 and distributed over several years, could generate 4-5 percent of gross domestic product of revenue," it said.  Noting the importance of comprehensive tax reform, the IMF said the sales tax hike could be combined with a reduction of personal income tax allowances and corporate tax reform to stimulate domestic investment.  Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan's reference to a hike in the consumption tax rate from the current 5 percent is seen as a major factor behind the setback suffered by his Democratic Party of Japan in Sunday's House of Councillors election.  But the IMF's message is likely to give a boost to those who want to push for debate for the sales tax hike.
DPJ Agenda Good: Sales Tax Good – Unemployment and Deflation
Kan’s sales tax reform solves Japanese economy – advisers agree
Japan Economic Newswire, 07-15-2010, “Kan’s key economic adviser says tax hike can solve all problems” accessed on LexisNexis 
A key economic adviser to Prime Minister Naoto Kan said Thursday a tax increase would solve all problems that currently face the Japanese economy, such as unemployment and deflation.  "A tax increase per se will not be a minus (for the economy), but if carried out right now it would rather change everything for the better," Osaka University Professor Yoshiyasu Ono said in a speech at the Japan National Press Club in Tokyo.  "Raising a tax itself is not important, but creating jobs is important. A tax hike to boost employment will not cost the nation anything," he said. "I assume I was able to make myself understood (to Kan) on that matter."  During the campaign for Sunday's House of Councillors election, Kan championed the need to double the sales tax to 10 percent to reduce the public deficit, but that proposal has been largely blamed for his ruling Democratic Party of Japan's defeat.  Ono has been an adviser at the Cabinet Office on economic policy since late February after Kan assumed the portfolio of finance minister the preceding month.  

DPJ Agenda Good: Sales Tax Good – Avoids Debt Crisis
Tax reform necessary – Japan is facing a massive debt crisis 
The Daily Yomiuri, 07-20-2010, “Drawing up next year’s budget a touchstone” accessed on LexisNexis 
The Cabinet of Prime Minister Naoto Kan faces difficulty managing policy due to his party's debilitating defeat in the House of Councillors election. Whatever the effects of the poll, the fact that Japan faces a serious fiscal crisis remains unchanged.  The fiscal 2011 budget, compilation of which will start soon, must be the first step Kan takes toward putting state finances back on sound footing.  Of the 92 trillion yen in spending in the fiscal 2010 budget, a mere 37 trillion yen can be covered by tax revenue. After including nontax revenue, the 44 trillion yen shortfall must be made up for by issuing government bonds.  Moreover, the combined long-term debt of the central and local governments adds up to a staggering 862 trillion yen, the worst among industrialized nations. Because of the concern that Japan will follow Greece on a path of fiscal meltdown, Kan called for raising the consumption tax rate and restraining government spending.
DPJ Agenda Good: Sales Tax Good – Avoids Debt Crisis
Japan’s finance minister says tax increases are necessary, but the DPJ needs cooperation from other parties following election losses
Kin 7/14/10 [Kwan Weng Kin, Japan correspondent for the Straits Times, 07-14-2010, “Sales tax hike ‘a must’ for Japan” accessed on LexisNexis] 
TOKYO: Finance Minister Yoshihiko Noda said yesterday that Japan will have to revamp its tax system, including raising the sales tax, despite an election defeat on Sunday for the ruling party.  But he indicated that the government will need to proceed with caution in order not to alienate voters.  The minister acknowledged that Prime Minister Naoto Kan's readiness to raise the sales tax to 10 per cent, from the current 5 per cent, had had an 'impact' on Sunday's Upper House elections, which saw the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) losing its majority in the chamber.  The Prime Minister yesterday apologised to his ministers for turning voters off with his sudden call for intra-party discussions on a sales tax hike.  'Because of my comments I forced you to face a harsh election. I want to make a fresh start,' Mr Kan said. 'The Cabinet must be united to address the country's challenges and to bring reforms. I call for your cooperation.'  Mr Noda, speaking to reporters after the Cabinet meeting, said the tax issue must be treated 'with great care'. Asked when discussions on tax reforms are likely to begin, he said: 'We would like to carry out careful negotiations with all parties regarding the timing, the purposes of the various taxes, and the tax rates.'  The Finance Minister's remarks came after Standard & Poor's credit rating agency said on Monday that the DPJ's defeat will act as a 'negative factor' on Japan's sovereign ratings.  The agency said it may have to lower the sovereign ratings for Japan if the Tokyo government fails to come up with concrete measures to improve the country's fiscal condition.  Japan's national debt is quickly approaching 200 per cent of the country's gross national product.
DPJ Agenda Good: Sales Tax Good – Avoids Debt Crisis
Kan pushing tax reform now – economists agree that it’s key to reduce Japanese debt
Wallace 7/13/10 [Rick Wallace, Tokyo correspondent for the Australian, 07-13-2010, “Kan to retain tax plans despite poll dive” accessed on LexisNexis] 
PRIME Minister Naoto Kan has vowed to forge ahead with his plans, despite being punished by voters for suggesting he might double Japan's consumption tax.  Mr Kan -- who put rebuilding Japan's public sector finances at the centre of his campaign for Sunday's upper house poll -- suffered a setback when his party secured just 44 seats, losing 10 seats when it had hoped to gain six.  The Democratic Party of Japan under Mr Kan, who assumed the leadership last month, had been on track to win the 60 seats needed for an outright majority before the voter backlash.  Mr Kan said at an early press conference yesterday that he had failed to explain his position on the tax, but vowed to push on with his plans.  ``My comments on the consumption tax may have been a little too abrupt in the way they were conveyed to the public,'' he said. ``I myself felt the explanations were inadequate.''  Nevertheless, he had raised awareness that a review was necessary, he said.  While it may not be popular at the ballot box, most economists agree that a tax hike of some sort is needed to pay down Japan's burgeoning public sector debt.
Internals: Japan Key to  World Economy
Japan key to world economy – 8% of the world’s GDP
Takenaka 7/3/10 [Heizo Takenaka, former Japanese minister of economic and fiscal policy, 07-03-2010, “Asia’s dueling duopoly” published on todayszaman.com http://www.todayszaman.com/tz-web/news-214976-104-asias-dueling-duopoly.html]
First, the volume of JGBs has soared relative to Japanese household assets. Japanese households hold about 1,100 trillion yen in net monetary assets, an amount that will be exceeded in about three to five years by the value of JGBs. At that point, government debt will no longer be backed up by taxpayers’ assets. And, reflecting the aging of Japanese society, the household savings rate itself will decline dramatically, making it difficult for the private sector to finance annual budget deficits.  At the same time, Japan’s demographic trends will boost demand for fiscal expenditure, as pension and health-care costs rise. So, sooner or later, a tax hike will be necessary.  Without comprehensive reform under strong political leadership, a tax hike alone cannot solve Japan’s problems. And the impact on Asia and the global economy of a fiscal crisis in Japan would make Greece’s troubles look like a walk in the park. Greece’s GDP share in the European Union is about 3 percent. Japan’s GDP share is about one-third of Asia and 8 percent of the world.
Internals: Japan Key to  World Economy

A Consumption Tax could save over 500 billion a year saving the global economy – America Proves

Kruger 9 [Krueger (Economics Professor at Princeton) 09 (Alan B., 1/12, A Future Consumption Tax to Fix Today’s Economy, Economix, http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/01/12/a-future-consumption-tax-to-fix-todays-economy/]
Here is a suggestion to address both the short-run and long-run problems. I pose it only as a suggestion for serious discussion; I’m not sure it is the best way to go. But here goes: Why not pass a 5 percent consumption tax to take effect two years from now? There are many different ways to implement a consumption tax, but for simplicity think about a national sales tax. In the short run, the anticipation of a consumption tax would encourage households to spend money now, rather than after the tax is in place. Along with the rest of the economic recovery package, this would help jump-start spending in the economy and thereby increase production and employment. In the long run, a 5 percent consumption tax would raise approximately $500 billion a year, and fill a considerable hole in the budget outlook. In addition, a consumption tax would encourage more saving in the long run. Many economists consider a consumption tax an efficient way of raising tax revenue, especially in a global economy. The prospect of greater revenue flowing into federal coffers would probably help lower long-term interest rates because the government would need to borrow less down the road, and further bolster the economy. 

Internals: Japan Econ Key to Asian Stability and Democracy 
Japan economic collapse bad – kills democracy, increases Asian instability, and collapses the Chinese and American economies

Auslin 9 [Michael Auslin, director of Japan Studies at the American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, 02-17-2009, “Japan’s Downturn Is Bad News for the World” Wall Street Journal http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123483257056995903.html?mod=googlewsj
As Hillary Clinton visits Tokyo for her first trip as secretary of state, she will find a country in the midst of its worst recession in 50 years. Japan's economy is contracting across the board: Exports have cratered, industrial production is on track to plummet 30% from a year ago, and the Japanese government projects that GDP will drop 12% from last year. The world's second largest economy, Japan is also the largest holder of U.S. Treasury bonds.  Recently, many economists and scholars in the U.S. have been looking backward to Japan's banking disaster of the 1990s, hoping to learn lessons for America's current crisis. Instead, they should be looking ahead to what might occur if Japan goes into a full-fledged depression.  If Japan's economy collapses, supply chains across the globe will be affected and numerous economies will face severe disruptions, most notably China's. China is currently Japan's largest import provider, and the Japanese slowdown is creating tremendous pressure on Chinese factories. Just last week, the Chinese government announced that 20 million rural migrants had lost their jobs.  Closer to home, Japan may also start running out of surplus cash, which it has used to purchase U.S. securities for years. For the first time in a generation, Tokyo is running trade deficits -- five months in a row so far.  The political and social fallout from a Japanese depression also would be devastating. In the face of economic instability, other Asian nations may feel forced to turn to more centralized -- even authoritarian -- control to try to limit the damage. Free-trade agreements may be rolled back and political freedom curtailed. Social stability in emerging, middle-class societies will be severely tested, and newly democratized states may find it impossible to maintain power. Progress toward a more open, integrated Asia is at risk, with the potential for increased political tension in the world's most heavily armed region.  This is the backdrop upon which the U.S. government is set to expand the national debt by a trillion dollars or more. Without massive debt purchases by Japan and China, the U.S. may not be able to finance the cost of the stimulus package, creating a trapdoor under the U.S. economy. 
Impacts: Economic Decline causes War

Economic recovery is key to prevent war – empirically proven.

Mead 9 Walter Russell Mead, Senior Fellow in U.S. Foreign Policy at the Council on Foreign Relations, 2009

[“Only Makes You Stronger,” The New Republic, February 4th, Available Online at http://www.tnr.com/story_print.html?id=571cbbb9-2887-4d81-8542-92e83915f5f8, Accessed June 29, 2010]

None of which means that we can just sit back and enjoy the recession. History may suggest that financial crises actually help capitalist great powers maintain their leads—but it has other, less reassuring messages as well. If financial crises have been a normal part of life during the 300-year rise of the liberal capitalist system under the Anglophone powers, so has war. The wars of the League of Augsburg and the Spanish Succession; the Seven Years War; the American Revolution; the Napoleonic Wars; the two World Wars; the cold war: The list of wars is almost as long as the list of financial crises.Bad economic times can breed wars. Europe was a pretty peaceful place in 1928, but the Depression poisoned German public opinion and helped bring Adolf Hitler to power. If the current crisis turns into a depression, what rough beasts might start slouching toward Moscow, Karachi, Beijing, or New Delhi to be born? The United States may not, yet, decline, but, if we can't get the world economy back on track, we may still have to fight.

Impacts: East Asian Stability causes Nuclear War

Instability in East Asia goes nuclear 


Landay 2000 [Jonathan S. Landay 2000 , National Security and Intelligence Correspondent, KNIGHT RIDER NEWS SERVICE, March 10, 2000, p. online ]

Few if any experts think China and Taiwan, North Korea and South Korea, or India and Pakistan are spoiling to fight. But even a minor miscalculation by any of them could destabilize Asia, jolt the global economy and even start a nuclear war. India, Pakistan and China all have nuclear weapons, and North Korea may have a few, too. Asia lacks the kinds of organizations, negotiations and diplomatic relationships that helped keep an uneasy peace for five decades in Cold War Europe. “Nowhere else on Earth are the stakes as high and relationships so fragile,” said Bates Gill, director of northeast Asian policy studies at the Brookings Institution, a Washington think tank. “We see the convergence of great power interest overlaid with lingering confrontations with no institutionalized security mechanism in place. There are elements for potential disaster.” In an effort to cool the region’s tempers, President Clinton, Defense Secretary William S. Cohen and National Security Adviser Samuel R. Berger all will hopscotch Asia’s capitals this month. For America, the stakes could hardly be higher. There are 100,000 U.S. troops in Asia committed to defending Taiwan, Japan and South Korea, and the United States would instantly become embroiled if Beijing moved against Taiwan or North Korea attacked South Korea. While Washington has no defense commitments to either India or Pakistan, a conflict between the two could end the global taboo against using nuclear weapons and demolish the already shaky international nonproliferation regime.

***Wins Key to Kan’s Agenda***

Wins Key to Kan’s Agenda

Kan will need to get wins to get other parties on his side such as the Your Party – this will allow him to get his agenda through because he will have the majority back in the upper house by teaming up with them

Klinger 7/15/10 [Bruce Klingner is a senior research fellow for Northeast Asia at the Heritage Foundation's Asian Studies Center; 7/15/10;More Political Stalemate For Japan; Asia Times; http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Japan/LG15Dh01.html]

Kan already faces internal party calls for his resignation but that is unlikely before the DPJ presidential election caucus in September. Working in Kan's favor will be the party's hesitancy to imitate the LDP's oft-criticized revolving door of prime ministers. Kan's tenure beyond September's party election is far more precarious, however, and he could still become one of Japan's shortest-ruling leaders.   The recently disgraced and exiled Ozawa may strive to make a comeback at the September party caucus. Though he remains too unpopular to return as the party leader, he will try to exercise power through a proxy candidate. He may assess that he has greater leverage because a threat by him to depart the party, along with scores of "Ozawa's children" - legislators who won in last year's election and remain beholden to him, could precipitate a collapse of the DPJ government.   The DPJ must now seek coalition partners, either in a formal power-sharing arrangement or on an ad-hoc basis to approve individual pieces of legislation. Doing so would add an additional layer of deal-making and compromising to Japanese policymaking.   During the past year, the miniscule People's New Party and SDP were able to hold the much larger DPJ hostage on both domestic and foreign policies. The need to form a coalition to secure a majority gave outsized importance to these minor parties. The DPJ may seek to join forces with Your Party, making it the new tail that wags the political dog. Your Party leader Yoshimi Watanabe, however, repeated his vow not to join the ruling coalition without major changes in the DPJ party platform. Watanabe also called on Kan to dissolve the Lower House since Your Party would likely gain additional seats and leverage at the DPJ's expense. Even before the election, the DPJ was plagued by an inability to produce - let alone implement - policies. The DPJ encompasses broadly divergent ideological factions which hinders the party's ability to achieve consensus. On domestic issues, the party is divided between those advocating populist pump-priming economic stimulus initiatives to secure an election victory and those calling for fiscal restraint to overcome Japan's burgeoning public debt.   On foreign policy, the DPJ is divided amongst those favoring a continued strong and close alliance with the US and those advocating a more independent security policy. This was encapsulated in the fierce debate over the fate of the US MarineCorps Futenma Air Station in Okinawa. Although Hatoyama and Kan eventually affirmed the pre-existing bilateral agreement, it was done in a manner that inflamed Okinawan anger against both Tokyo and Washington. The DPJ's election debacle will further constrain Japanese policymaking capabilities since party members will henceforth be more focused on politics than policies. Rampant speculation over the timing of Kan's departure will cause potential successors to vie for position while avoiding potentially unpopular policy stances. The DPJ's ability to deliver on promises will be severely undermined at a time when an increasingly impatient Japanese electorate is demanding results.   The Japanese political instinct will be to sacrifice Kan on the altar of expediency to have him take the fall for the DPJ's failings.   When Hatoyama was quickly replaced by Kan, the Japanese political system "worked" in the sense that it efficiently produced another leader, although without direct popular mandate. Yet, a system that results in four prime ministers in four years is flawed since it produces an assembly line of ineffective leaders.   Having leaders jump overboard at the first gust of disapproval undermines important political concepts of perseverance and enduring leadership. Nor does it instill any inclination for a Japanese leader to remain faithful to principles and ideals by resolutely enduring critical yet vacillating public opinion in order to achieve national objectives. The result of such quick capitulation by the leadership is rapidly plummeting public confidence in the individual, cumulative cynicism of the parties and system, and decreasing national influence on the world stage. The DPJ has yet to prove it can lead and Kan is increasingly looking like yet another weak Japanese administration plagued by legislative stalemate and policy gridlock.   But in a broader sense, neither the LDP nor the DPJ have displayed the vision or ability to govern the country effectively. This does not bode well for Japan's future. With the DPJ's aura of invincibility tarnished, the LDP and DPJ are now like two punch-drunk fighters bludgeoning each other to score tactical points but unable to deliver the knock out punch. The result is a Japan unable to fix its stagnant economic and massive government debt, address growing security challenges, or play a regional leadership role. Some analysts hope that the political tumult will eventually lead to a strategic political realignment in which the existing political parties disintegrate with new ideologically-based parties arising from their ashes. If that were to occur, it would offer the Japanese electorate a real choice between opposing political ideologies and policy objectives. This scenario, however, would require far greater dynamism than Japan has exhibited to date. In the meantime, the two Japanese political combatants will continue to inflict considerable damage on each other, as well as the country's hopes of economic revival or international influence. 

Wins Key to Kan’s Agenda
Kan needs to get wins especially on Okinawa to draw in the Social Democratic Party of Japan as there political partner – with Kan’s capital low now a win on Okinawa will prove to the Japanese people that he can be a strong leader and get things done

Wakabayashi and Hayashi 7/12/10 [DAISUKE WAKABAYASHI  and YUKA HAYASHI; Writers for the Wall Street Journal; 7/12/10; Weakened Kan Faces Deadlines on Okinawa; Wall Street Journal; http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703580104575360660021162180.html?mod=WSJ_article_related]

The first test comes at the end of August: The previous prime minister, Yukio Hatoyama, had promised Washington an agreement with the U.S. on details of the controversial base location plan, including configuration and construction methods, by then. Mr. Kan has pledged to follow Mr. Hatoyama's commitments on Okinawa. In the months following that deadline, local elections in Okinawa could further lock local politicians into opposing Tokyo's attempts to move the American base to a new community. The tensions revolve around a 2006 agreement between the two countries to shuffle U.S. troops in Okinawa to make them more politically acceptable to the local population. The agreement calls for the U.S. to move 8,000 Marines to Guam by 2014 and to shift part of an existing Okinawa helicopter facility to a rural part of the island from a densely populated area. The aim is to diminish local hostility to the Marine presence, which has been stoked by a rape case and a helicopter crash. While the deal reduces the number of Marines on Okinawa, it leaves thousands there, and it doesn't go far enough for many Okinawans, who want the base moved off the island entirely. The ruling Democratic Party of Japan had endorsed that view last year and promised base opponents it would support their cause. But Mr. Hatoyama changed his position under pressure from the U.S. The issue didn't get much attention in a campaign dominated by domestic issues, such as Mr. Kan's pledge to raise the national sales tax to help cut the national debt. The parties that Mr. Kan is likely to invite into a new ruling coalition have either endorsed the U.S. plan or haven't vocally opposed it. In that sense, Mr. Kan may be freer than Mr. Hatoyama to move forward in implementing the U.S. agreement. Mr. Hatoyama's coalition included the left-leaning Social Democratic Party of Japan, which strongly opposes the U.S. military presence in Okinawa—and which left the coalition when Mr. Hatoyama reversed course. But even with support from coalition partners, the issue will require a strong leader to push implantation over powerful local opposition. And Mr. Kan's political capital appears to have been sapped by Sunday's vote, in which his party lost seats. Looking to smooth ties with Washington, Mr. Kan pledged at the outset of his administration to abide by the latest bilateral agreement and called the decades-old security alliance the linchpin of his foreign policy. The challenge he now faces is demonstrating a commitment to implementing the base relocation and repairing relations with the U.S., while working to shift public sentiment on the issue in Okinawa, where the pact is so deeply unpopular that the DPJ chose not to run its own candidate on the southern island. Sheila Smith, a senior fellow for Japan at the Council on Foreign Relations, said the sense of betrayal and anger by Okinawans toward the central government is so strong that changing the sentiment will be very difficult. "The situation is probably the worst it has ever been in terms of political sensitivity," said Ms. Smith, who has followed the Okinawa issue closely. In a statement Friday asking Japan and the U.S. to review the base-relocation agreement, the Okinawa prefectural assembly said the pact went "over the heads" of the locals and ignored the protests of the people who want the base moved off the island. On July 2, the mayor of Ginowan City, the current home to the Marine base, said his city was considering suing the Japanese government for neglecting to remove the danger posed on its citizens from the air base. The city also plans to seek financial compensation for the damage it says has been suffered by its residents. The mayor, Yoichi Iha, has become a national figure with his eloquent opposition to the base. He is among the potential candidates for a November race for governor of Okinawa—an important role, because the governor must approve the start of construction for a new facility. Nago, the coastal city where the proposed base would go, is holding an election on Sept. 27 for its assembly council. If both elections are dominated by vocal opponents of the base relocation, it could undermine the agreement. Mr. Kan has sought to ease tensions. Last month, he apologized to the people of the island during a ceremony at a peace memorial there: "From here on, I promise to work harder in order to ease Okinawa's burden and eliminate the danger of hosting the base." He tempered his remarks by saying that the U.S. military presence has helped to foster peace and stability in the region. The prime minister has continued to emphasize the base's importance for the U.S.-Japan alliance. "Kan has been very careful not to say anything in public that indicates any daylight between his position and the U.S. position," said Daniel Sneider, associate director for research at the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center at Stanford University. Mr. Sneider also expects the U.S. to make a more concerted effort to address the local opposition with more diplomatic efforts. Both countries seem eager to improve communication channels. President Barack Obama invited Mr. Kan to the White House for a visit if he chooses to address the United Nations General Assembly in September, and Mr. Obama is scheduled to visit Japan in November for the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in Yokohama. 
Wins Key to Kan’s Agenda
(  )  Kan capital key to tax cuts

Mure Dickie, Japan Correspondent, 7-15-2006, Financial Times, IMF urges Japan to raise consumption tax, http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/19e3ac02-8fca-11df-8df0-00144feab49a.html?ftcamp=rss
The call for a gradual rise to a possible 15 per cent "over several years" could strengthen the hand of fiscal conservatives in the ruling Democratic party, which is under heavy pressure after its defeat in upper house elections last weekend. EDITOR’S CHOICE China growth and Agbank disappoint - Jul-15 Opinion: The real reason for Kan’s setback - Jul-14 Appetite for yen fed by risk aversion - Jul-12 Lex: Japan’s upper house elections - Jul-12 Japanese premier suffers election setback - Jul-12 Lex: Yen push comes to shove - Jul-07  Democratic party leaders say a key reason for the defeat was the pre-election call by Naoto Kan, the prime minister, for cross-party discussions that could have paved the way for raising the tax.  Mr Kan has since apologised for raising the issue "suddenly", and promised not to raise the consumption tax before the next general election, which is not due until 2013.  Japan’s continuing recovery from its worst economic downturn since the second world war created new space for fiscal action, however, when the Bank of Japan on Thursday forecast that real economic growth for the year ending March 2011 would be around 2.6 per cent, an increase from its previous forecast of 1.8 per cent.  The central bank left monetary policy unchanged, holding its main policy rate at the meagre rate of 0.1 per cent.  In proposals issued after its regular review of the Japanese economy, the IMF said action on tax should be an early part of the government’s strategy to cap government bond issuance at current levels and target a primary budget balance by 2020.  "The IMF believes Tokyo’s new fiscal strategy would be boosted by a gradual increase in the consumption tax, and that adjustment should begin next year," the international institution said. 
 An IMF staff report said increasing the tax to 15 per cent starting from April could generate revenue equivalent to 4 to 5 percent of gross domestic product.  "This measure could be combined with a reduction of personal income tax allowances and corporate tax reform to stimulate domestic investment," the report said.  Opponents of a consumption tax rise in Japan say a hike would further suppress anemic domestic demand and risk plunging the economy back into recession. A raise in the rate from 3 per cent to 5 per cent in 1997 was quickly followed by a harsh downturn.  However, staggering an increase over an announced number of years – an approach also endorsed by the Keidanren, Japan's most influential business lobby – could spur consumption during the transition by encouraging consumers not to defer purchases. 
 It is unclear how willing the DPJ will be to invest further political capital in the issue following last weekend's upper house defeat, which some analysts say could lead to Mr Kan's ouster at a party leadership election scheduled for September. 
Wins Key to Kan’s Agenda
Hatoyama’s agenda is key to the Japanese economy – political capital is key to overcome LDP opposition
Rizwan Ghani, American Chronicle, 9-18-2009, “Hatoyama,” http://www.americanchronicle.com/articles/view/119832

Hatoyama after taking over Japan´s PM said I am excited by the prospect of changing history. "The battle starts now", he said. Undoubtedly, it is going to be Japan´s survival battle both on domestic and international fronts. Individually, I think PM´s clarion call for action is a watershed moment in country´s fight to realign Japan with the emerging Asian world order. At heart of Hatoyama´s battle is the replacement of failed pro-US capitalism model with a new social contract in the country that serves public on domestic front and protects and promote Japan´s geo-eonomic and geo-political interests. EU is also realigning with Asian world order.  Hatoyama has blamed Japan´s ailing economy a victim of American-led globalization and promised to introduce a plan called new social contract to cut government waste, rein in the national bureaucracy and restart the economy by putting a freeze on planned tax hikes, removing tolls on the highways and focusing policies on consumers, not big businesses. PM´s pro-public policies promise to end unemployment, create more jobs for youth, increase minimum wages and introduce same pay in every work place. It is a strong agenda at a time when world economy is in recession and country´s out of control budget deficit is sapping the national economy. However, for now Hatoyama is all set to implement "new social contract" to help Japan control piling debt, high unemployment, facilitate aging society and give incentives to help improve shrinking birth rates.  The critics of new social order argue that public mandate in lower house is no carte blanche for the Hatoyama to scrap pro-US capitalism economic model. PM cannot implement his plans immediately because ousted Liberal Democrat Party (LDP) holds majority in the upper house and its elections are due next year. According to the Japanese political system, all legislation has to be approved by the upper house before it becomes a law. Furthermore, he needs funds to implement new social order in which will only be possible with the support of country´s major stakeholders. At this time, there is no indication that pro-LDP multinational businesses and banking giants including Toyota and Sony are willing to shift loyalties and support PM´s government with no governance experience.  However, Hatoyama wants to spend his political capital to deliver on election promises. The opposition on the contrary would like to delay the process to erode Hatoyama´s party clean sweep in upper house. However, the change is already in the air. Yen has appreciated toward 90 per dollar after incoming Finance Minister Hirohisa Fujii said Japan´s new government is opposed to intervening in currency markets unless swings become excessive. PM believes stronger Yen in Japan´s interest as against the earlier views that weak Yen is good for global trade. Business community has welcomed Fujii. "He´s experienced. Fujii knows macroeconomic policy", remarked a senior fellow at the Tokyo Foundation, a think tank.

***Consumption Tax Uniqueness***

Uniqueness - Consumption Tax Won’t Pass
Consumption Tax won’t pass, making a deal won’t happen, because the LPJ will block it so they can get the House back
Rowley 7/19/10 [Anthony Rowley In Tokyo The Business Times Singapore  July 19, 2010 Monday Govt outlining plans for budget spending cap but consumption tax hike unlikely http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?]
WITH its political fortunes almost as battered as the state of public finances, Japan's government will tomorrow outline plans to cap budgetary spending in the coming fiscal year. But after voters roundly rejected the idea of a consumption tax increase at the polls last week the chances of avoiding a fiscal crisis in Japan are seen to have diminished significantly.  Under the new guidelines, the government will cap budget spending (less debt service costs) in fiscal 2011 at around 71 trillion yen (S $1.1 trillion) - the same as for the current year - and limit new debt issuance to 44.3 trillion yen, again the same as for this year.  Finance Minister Yoshihiko Noda has pledged to stick to these rules in drawing up the fiscal 2011 budget. But spending caps are only one small step along Japan's increasingly rocky road toward achieving fiscal stability, analysts say.  Raising the 5 per cent consumption tax is seen as critical to boosting tax revenues which, at 18 per cent of GDP, are 'small' by international standards, according to the IMF. But hopes of beginning a phased increase in the unpopular tax in fiscal 2011, as the IMF is urging, now appear remote.  Last week's Upper House election setback for Prime Minister Naoto Kan's Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ)-led government hit Japan's fiscal fortunes in other ways apart from making tax increases difficult if not politically suicidal.  The government's plans to scrap an earlier-agreed privatisation of Japan's state-owned postal savings and insurance giant, which is a huge 'captive' source of government debt buying, may now have to be abandoned.  All this is occurring when bond markets generally are nervous about government debt in the wake of the eurozone crisis. Even though most Japanese Government Bonds (JGBs) are held domestically, the risk of a sudden 'sell-off' cannot be ignored, analysts say.  Rating agencies are meanwhile threatening to downgrade Japan's public debt ratings in the light of the setback to the DPJ's political fortunes in the election and the prospect this has raised of a lengthy period of political stalemate and perhaps instability.  Fiscal problems and the potential these have for creating a crisis at some point were the centre of attention when a team from the IMF visited Japan recently for consultations with monetary and financial authorities.  Japan's 'vulnerability to sovereign risk is rising' even as economic recovery gains strength, the IMF warned in presenting its report last week. 'Large fiscal deficits, driven by fiscal stimulus and the recession have pushed public debt to unprecedented levels.'  The Japanese government's annual budget deficit roared up from 2.5 per cent of GDP in 2007 to 10.125 per cent in 2009, the IMF report said. Even with tax revenues rising on the back of economic recovery and reduced stimulus to the economy, that ratio is predicted to stay at 9.75 per cent in fiscal 2010.  The government's outstanding debt to GDP ratio has meanwhile soared to 215 per cent of GDP on a 'gross' basis or 110 per cent on a 'net' basis (taking account the very large proportion of the debt that is held by government agencies). Both ratios are very high by international standards.  Japan must act soon to get these ratios down, the IMF said, calling for 'gradual' increases in the consumption tax to 15 per cent over a period of 'several years' and starting with a one percentage point rise in fiscal 2011. Personal income tax allowances should also be cut, it said.  But the moment Mr Kan even began hinting at the need to raise the tax during the recent election campaign, his popularity among voters plunged, resulting in the DPJ falling far short of its objective to gain control of the Upper House of parliament.  Even though Sadakazu Tanigaki, head of the opposition Liberal Democratic Party had also called for a consumption tax rise, the two main parties are unlikely to stroke any deal over the tax, analysts say. Instead, the LDP is expected to try to block legislation and unseat the DPJ.  Mr Kan's ability to find coalition allies has become critical in this situation. A likely candidate is former LDP veteran Yoshimi Watanabe's 'Your Party' which also favours raising the consumption tax.  But Your Party opposes plans to scrap postal privatisation which were being prepared before the election by Shizuka Kamei's People's New Party, an existing coalition partner of the DPJ. If the postal giant passes into private hands it is expected to run down holdings of government bonds.  This prospect could destabilise the government bond market where yields of the benchmark 10-year bond has been able to remain stable at 1.2-1.4 per cent for a long period only because the bulk of the bonds are seen to be in 'firm hands' such as those of the postal empire

Uniqueness - Consumption Tax Won’t Pass
Consumption Tax won’t even be mapped out until at least the Fiscal Year 2011 or later

Jiji Press Ticker Service  July 13, 2010 Tuesday 3:23 PM JST DPJ Policy Chief Hints at Delay in Tax Hike Proposal - Lexis
The ruling Democratic Party of Japan's policy chief, Koichiro Genba, hinted Tuesday that drastic tax reform proposals, including a controversial consumption tax increase, will not mapped out until fiscal 2011 or later.  In a press conference, Genba, also minister in charge of civil service reform, said it might be "quite difficult" to draft the proposals by March next year.  Although Prime Minister Naoto Kan has indicated a plan to come up with specific reform ideas within fiscal 2010, which ends in March, DPJ Secretary-General Yukio Edano said in a press conference Monday that he will not stick to the deadline.  Genba apparently echoed Edano's view.  Regarding the DPJ-led ruling coalition's loss of its majority in the House of Councillors as a result of Sunday's election, Genba said he thinks the public gave the party a message that more time needs to be spent on discussing tax system reform carefully.  Commenting on civil service reform, Genba said that the DPJ and Your Party share basic views on the issue and that there may be room for compromise with regard to specific reform ideas.  Genba said a new project team on civil service reform to be established within the DPJ will hopefully consider how much concession the party can make on the issue.  Your Party, a startup party headed by a Liberal Democratic Party defector, registered impressive gains in the Upper House election.
