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AFRICA MINING 1NC

African economies are growing but still fragile

AP 7-4-2011 (Associated Press Finance Wire, “African Bank: Unrest in north has hit growth,” lexis)
The turmoil in North Africa is hampering economic growth across the continent but is also inspiring democratic change elsewhere, the chief economist of the Africa Development Bank said Monday. In a speech, Mthuli Ncube said the unrest in Egypt, Libya and Tunisia is likely to reduce economic growth in North Africa this year to 0.7 percent from 4.7 percent last year. Overall, Africa's growth is estimated at 3.7 percent in 2011, down from 4.9 percent last year. Further south, Ncube said economies have been affected by a drop in money sent home by Africans from elsewhere on the continent who had been working in North Africa. Niger, for example, had 200,000 citizens working in oil-rich Libya, according to bank statistics. Another knock has come from the reduction in Libyan investment across Africa as well as declining numbers of Libyan tourists within Africa, Ncube said. But he said that while the economic impact was painful, the long-term effect of political changes made it worthwhile. "Democracy is far more important," Ncube said. He noted that protests last month forced Senegal's longtime president to cancel a proposed legislative change that would have made it easier for his son to take charge of the West African nation. "It was really the North Africa effect," Ncube said. "The youth will not tolerate any behavior they don't perceive as democratic." Ncube also cited Morocco, which has seen protests calling for change even though the king remains popular. The king presented a new constitution, approved by 98 percent of voters last week, designed to curtail his powers and make his government more accountable. Ncube said the large number of unemployed youth, who used social networks to organize, helped drive protests that forced out a president in Tunisia and were followed by uprisings around the Arab world. Sub-Saharan African countries with high unemployment should also be wary, Ncube said. He noted in an interview with The Associated Press after his speech Monday that former President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa which is struggling to cut unemployment, particularly among the young was ousted in 2008 by his own African National Congress in campaign led by the party's youth wing. That might have been democratic South Africa's version of upheavals in the north, Ncube said. South Africa, the continent's strongest economy, has suffered from the global recession more than other African economies, and is recovering more slowly, according to the annual economic outlook the African Development Bank released Monday. Its GDP is expected to grow 3.6 percent this year. Ncube said South Africa should draw lessons from Nigeria, where growth predicted at 6.9 percent in 2011 is tied in part to reforms that have encouraged entrepreneurship. Or from Kenya, where growth predicted at 5.3 percent is linked to East Africa's progress in creating a regional market and improving infrastructure.
Asteroid mining would crush African economies by flooding terrestrial markets with cheap metal

NEWITZ 2010 (Annalee, Editor at io9.com, “Will Asteroid Mining Destroy the Chinese Economy?” Feb 19, http://io9.com/5475304/will-asteroid-mining-destroy-the-chinese-economy)
Instead of sending people to the Moon, the US space program is sending robots to the Asteroid Belt. When these robots discover metals in the Belt, how will it affect the economy of Earth? Discovery's Robert Lamb reports on a lecture given by Vatican astronomer Guy J. Consolmagno, which was in part about the ethics of asteroid mining. Lamb writes: Can you put a price tag on an asteroid? Sure you can. We know of roughly 750 S-class asteroids with a diameter of at least 1 kilometer. Many of these pass as near to the Earth as our own moon — close enough to reach via spacecraft. As a typical asteroid is 10 percent metal, Brother Consolmango estimates that such an asteroid would contain 1 billion metric tons of iron. That's as much as we mine out of the globe every year, a supply worth trillions and trillions of dollars. Subtract the tens of billions it would cost to exploit such a rock, and you still have a serious profit on your hands. But is this ethical? Brother Consolmango asked us to ponder whether such an asteroid harvest would drastically disrupt the economies of resource-exporting nations. What would happen to most of Africa? What would it do to the cost of iron ore? And what about refining and manufacturing? If we spend the money to harvest iron in space, why not outsource the other related processes as well? Imagine a future in which solar-powered robots toil in lunar or orbital factories.
AFRICA MINING 1NC

African economic growth from mining is critical to prevent war, AIDS, deforestation, global warming, ozone depletion, pandemics, and world economic collapse
STETTER 2009 (Ernst, Secretary General of Federation for European Progressive Studies, “Why Africa matters! – The economic crisis and Africa,” Contribution to the Shadow GN 2009, February 4 and 5, http://www.feps-europe.eu/fileadmin/downloads/globalisation/090204_Stetter_Africa.pdf)

If there is no doubt that Africa is endowed with abundant natural resources, it is also true that Africa is still struggling to address the multiple challenges facing the continent, this includes poverty, under-development, protracted conflicts, environmental degradation, HIV/AIDS pandemic, tuberculosis and malaria. It has been suggested that all over Africa, poverty is a common denominator and it is not surprising that people’s immune systems have been damaged. Reports on Africa’s HIV/AIDS pandemic have all come to the conclusion that HIV/AIDS on the continent is closely associated to poverty. It is clear that the absence of technological investment and the contemning human resource capacity has prevented Africa from making optimal use of its abundant resources for the benefit of its people. Nevertheless, the new scramble for natural resources in the continent is likely to create a new awareness of the geopolitical importance of the African region. Therefore, Africa remains a critical partner for the world’s economic viability. However, for Africa to benefit more from its vast natural resources it must be finally enabled to add value to these products rather than export them raw to Europe and elsewhere in the developed world. Africa needs to be helped in manufacturing value-added products that yield higher profit and income to African economies. In addition, there are, at least, five significant factors that provide a plausible explanation as to why Africa matters, especially concerning Europe: Firstly, it is the history of Africa and its relationship with Europe. The history of Africa has been a history of integration into the European economy and markets. Therefore, Africa has historically held a significant place in the European economy, trade and investments. If Africa matters to Europe it matters also to the globalised world. Secondly, there is also the inherent link between environment and sustainable development. While the history of Africa and its integration into the European economy is clearly defined by historical circumstances, the environmental aspects are not clearly discernible. Environmentally, Africa matters to the world because it provides the largest capacity in the world necessary for maintaining equilibrium in the biosphere and avoid further depletion of the ozone layer. At the same time the raid of depletion of Africa’s biodiversity including its tropical forests, medicinal plants remain threatened by the levels of poverty on the continent. Africa’s most prevailing source of energy is biomass which means depletion and an exponential raid of its forestation. If this is left to continue, the World will suffer serious climate change which is likely to erode its socio-economic prosperity and a consequent negative impact to its population. This is an area which needs a strong partnership with the rest of the world, to protect its environment and avoid further depletion of the ozone layer. Thirdly, Africa matters because it still provides easy market access to Europe, the US and China and can give, in some cases, extraordinary investment opportunities with high rates of return. With the changing political climate in the continent towards democracy, respect for the rule of law and protection of human and people’s rights the investment climate in Africa could rapidly change. The historical and cultural links, geographical proximity, and deep knowledge and understanding of the continent gives international European investors a comparative advantage over Northern America and Asia, including China. With these investments the average rate of growth in Africa has been increasing most significantly in most African countries ranging from 3% to 7% in many countries during recent years. The income disparities in the continent have been narrowing and the purchasing power parity increasing. This, coupled with the population of the continent, provides a market with huge potential especially for European goods. Indeed, any visitor to Africa would quickly realize that there is still a very significant quantity of European products traded in the continent. However, if you are in Europe you can hardly see the presence of African products on the market. This is mainly because Africa cannot compete in the European market either because of European subsidies or other protectionist measures that stifle Africa’s competitiveness and ability to sell in the European market. This problem needs to be addressed to ensure the sustainability of African-European partnership. Fourthly, Africa matters because of its abundance nature of human resources which provided the back-bone of industrialisation in Europe. Africa is a rich continent and not as poor as it is depicted elsewhere in the world. Africa is richly endowed with mineral reserves. The continent ranks first in terms of the amount of global reserves of bauxite, chromites, cobalt, diamond and gold. It also ranks first in terms of palladium, phosphates, platinum group metals, titanium minerals, vanadium and zircon. Africa was, and still is, among the world’s largest exporters. An ecological survey realised by the mineral industries of Africa has estimated that production in Africa alone accounts as much as 80 % of the world’s platinum group metals, 55% of chromites, 49 % of the palladium, 45% of the vanadium and up to 55 % of the world’s gold and diamond. Moreover, Africa has emerged as a critical exporter of cheap and skilled labor that has been instrumental in moving Europe’s economy forward.

The impact is global nuclear war

DEUTSCH 2002 (Jeffrey, Political Risk Consultant and Ph.D in Economics, The Rabid Tiger Newsletter, Vol 2, No 9, Nov 18, http://list.webengr.com/pipermail/picoipo/2002-November/000208.html)

The Rabid Tiger Project believes that a nuclear war is most likely to start in Africa. Civil wars in the Congo (the country formerly known as Zaire), Rwanda, Somalia and Sierra Leone, and domestic instability in Zimbabwe, Sudan and other countries, as well as occasional brushfire and other wars (thanks in part to "national" borders that cut across tribal ones) turn into a really nasty stew. We've got all too many rabid tigers and potential rabid tigers, who are willing to push the button rather than risk being seen as wishy-washy in the face of a mortal threat and overthrown. Geopolitically speaking, Africa is open range. Very few countries in Africa are beholden to any particular power. South Africa is a major exception in this respect - not to mention in that she also probably already has the Bomb. Thus, outside powers can more easily find client states there than, say, in Europe where the political lines have long since been drawn, or Asia where many of the countries (China, India, Japan) are powers unto themselves and don't need any "help," thank you. Thus, an African war can attract outside involvement very quickly. Of course, a proxy war alone may not induce the Great Powers to fight each other. But an African nuclear strike can ignite a much broader conflagration, if the other powers are interested in a fight. Certainly, such a strike would in the first place have been facilitated by outside help - financial, scientific, engineering, etc. Africa is an ocean of troubled waters, and some people love to go fishing.
***UNIQUENESS
PGM DEMAND UQ

PGM demand will remain strong

GERLACH 2005 (Charles, Gerlach Space Systems LLC, “Profitably Exploiting Near-Earth Object Resources,” 2005 International Space Development Conference, http://abundantplanet.org/files/Space-Ast-Profitably-Exploiting-NEO-Gerlach-2005.pdf)
The growing number of automobiles and the potential large-scale adoption of fuel cell technology are likely to drive significant growth in demand for platinum and other platinum group metals over the next twenty years. The platinum jewelry market continues to grow rapidly as well, fueled significantly by growing demand in Asia.38 In addition to supplementing the traditional platinum supply, opportunities may exist to exploit the unique quality of ultra-pure asteroid-derived platinum to market jewelry and other precious objects made from it at premium prices. According to a British government study,39 even without full-scale fuel cell adoption, the transportation industry uses a significant portion of the world’s PGM output. As of 2002, the automotive industry used about 71 metric tons of platinum and palladium annually, equal to 20 percent of global production. This is expected to increase with more stringent pollution controls on diesel automobile engines in Europe and North America. The petroleum industry uses platinum in the catalytic cracking (breaking down of heavy hydrocarbons into lighter ones) of hydrocarbons in refineries. The electronics industry is using increasing amounts of platinum and palladium in the manufacture of hard disk drives and capacitors. In the electronics-related glass industry, demand for platinum is accelerating because it is a required in the production of liquid crystal displays. The chemical industry uses platinum as a catalyst to lower the energy required for a wide range of chemical reactions, such as those used to produce silicone. The "other" category above includes applications such as platinum fillings, spark plugs, pacemakers, catheters, and many other items that require a high-temperature-resistant or a corrosion-resistant metal. Platinum prices have remained close to historic highs over the past two years and are expected to remain strong. Current high platinum prices (e.g., $872/oz on May 2, 2005) highlight the critical impact that a supply/demand imbalance can have on price.40 Increasing demand from Chinese jewelry market has been driven by China’s economic expansion since the mid 1990s. Increasing demand from transportation is due to more stringent emissions controls on diesel vehicles combined with growing market penetration of diesel vehicles in Europe, and anticipated higher auto demand due to economic recovery as well as to fuel cell adoption in the longer term. In addition, mutual funds have increased their investment in platinum.41

AFRICA ECON UQ

Growth is strong throughout Africa—metal exports attract foreign investment
INDIA BUSINESS JOURNAL 7-4-2011 (“Catching up; India reaches out to resource-rich Africa as it tries to gain the lost ground to rival China,” lexis)
India has rightly turned its focus on Africa. The continent, with over 1 billion population, provides a big market for companies having global ambitions. This is what has led Sunil Bharati Mittal and hordes of Indian entrepreneurs and businessmen to Africa with a big business plans. It is in this context that India is seeking to strengthen its economic ties with the African continent. The joint statement of the Africa-India Forum Summit covers mutual cooperation in agriculture, small- and medium-scale industries, finance and regional market integration through lowering tariff walls. India has offered a $5-billion line of credit to African nations over the next three years to boost bilateral trade and commerce. It has also taken the initiative to offer an additional $700 million to establish new institutions and undertake training programmes. Mr Singh has also unveiled plans to introduce a slew of measures to strengthen infrastructure development and capacity building in the mineral-rich continent. Moreover, multiple initiatives were proposed between India and the African nations to further strengthen the bilateral relations. Some of them include setting up of an India-Africa food-processing cluster to contribute to value-addition and creation of regional and export markets; an India-Africa integrated textile cluster to support the cotton industry and its processing and conversion into high-value products; an India-Africa centre for medium-range weather forecasting to harness satellite technology for agriculture and fisheries sectors, among others. Smart start India has had a long-standing people-to-people link with African countries. Taking this a step further, the country is engaging in reviving the government-to-government relationship and strengthening business-to-business partnership between India and the African nations. The new engagement with Africa has been made possible by Africa's own rise and the emergence of a new middle class there. Indians dealing with Africa very well know that they are now dealing with a more self-confident people. Old attitudes and even old slogans have no role or relevance today. The so-called dark continent is now increasingly bright. Clearly, India is trying to position itself in the African continent as an equal partner with immense soft power as opposed to China. The Asian giant, on the contrary, has been pursuing a more instrumental relationship based on pure commerce and exploitation of natural resources. India will have to work very hard at this brand differentiation from China. It is a clear-cut fact that fast-growing emerging economies like China and India are trying to access precious resources like oil and minerals around the world to secure their future growth. Africa, in fact, happens to offer the right opportunity to tap immense natural resources. In fact, what India is doing in Africa now is catching up on what is being called a natural resource diplomacy, which has been perfected by China over some time now. Africa is rich in natural resource - be it metals, coal, oil or diamonds. For sustaining an economic growth of about 8 to 8.5 per cent and aspiring to achieve double-digit growth, India will require immense amount of natural resources, particularly energy. New Delhi is late in realising the issue when it comes to mobilising African resources. China realised it much earlier and has been very aggressive in the pursuit. It is in this context that Mr Singh's recent visit to Africa assumes significance. India announced a $5-billion line of credit for Africa's development and has committed to build several institutions there. African scholars and experts opine that the simultaneous rise in democracy and market-led growth will make Africa and India natural partners. This is quite visible in the way strong Indian consumer brands have made a big foray into Africa. Indian consumer brands like Bharti Airtel, Tata Motors, Mahindra Jeep and Maruti are already creating a similar impact in African markets. Many Africans are eagerly awaiting the launch of the Nano in Africa. Consumer brands can be seen as an extension of soft power. Soft power is defined as a nation's ability to attract and persuade rather than coerce. In this respect, India certainly has an advantage over China, which does not have strong private sector brands in the consumer space, except perhaps in electronics. In the neo-Western narrative, India is playing catch-up with China in the vast African continent. As India rises economically, it will naturally seek to buy from and sell to all regions, including Africa, and expand mutual investment ties. It will really turn on what the Africans themselves want and think of their interlocutors. For India, much will depend on how it conducts its journey in relation to the Americans, the Europeans or the Chinese. It has some advantages. Its outlook and attitude have not been colonial and it partnered many African nations in their search for political freedom. Indian specialists have proven expertise in key modern sectors and get on well with Africans. The knowledge of English - a language common in most of Africa - also helps. Besides being the natural resource centre, Africa is no more considered a backyard of the developed countries with mass poverty. The continent's economy is growing at a sizzling pace. India has embarked on a rediscovery of Africa at the opportune time. The government and India Inc should now broaden and deepen their ties with the African continent to achieve mutual progress.
African growth is strong

AL BAWABA BUSINESS 7-2-2011 (“NIGERIA,SOUTH AFRICA : Zuma urges African nations to support on African funds for development,” lexis)

Africa is stepping ahead in the right direction with a stress on economic growth, how calls for funds to maintain the momentum. Zuma told a meeting of the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD), adopted 10 years ago."Africa is now proclaimed as the world's most profitable region, according to leading economists. Economic growth rates for the continent for 2012 are predicted between 5.5 and 5.8 percent," further adding that Africa was the third fastest growing region in the world.
African growth is strong and will continue to increase—new trade agreements solve constraints

AFRICA NEWS 7-2-2011 (“Tanzania; Africa Set to Benefit From Extended Free Trade Area,” lexis)
Africans stand to benefit from improved access to markets and access to cheaper goods and services following the signing of an agreement to launch talks on the continent's biggest free trade area. African leaders, including President Yoweri Museveni, on Sunday (June 12), endorsed the agreement in Johannesburg South Africa to pave way for discussions on the creation of a continent's with a combined gross domestic product of approximately $1 trillion and a population of about 600 million people. Adopted approach The leaders adopted a developmental approach to the Tripartite Integration process that will be anchored on three pillars namely; the market integration based on the Tripartite Free Trade Area, infrastructure development to enhance connectivity and reduce costs of doing business as well as Industrial development to address the productive capacity constraints. The proposed Grand Free Trade Area would merge three existing blocs including the Southern African Development Community (Sadc), the East African Community (EAC) and Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (Comesa). The bloc would include 26 countries, stretching from Cape Town in South Africa to Cairo in Egypt. The integration is expected to help African countries improve their capacity to trade, increase investments on the continent and unleash the enormous economic growth and development potential of Africa.
SOUTH AFRICA UQ

South African economy growing now but high metal prices are key—mining is a critical sector

KATHU GAZETTE 6-2-2011 (“Mining Important for Economic Growth,” http://kathugazette.com/wordpress/2011/06/mining-important-for-economic-growth/)

South Africa would be able to reach its targeted 6% to 7% growth by prioritising the right economic sectors and creating the right policy environment for them to grow in, the Chamber of Mines (CoM) said on Friday27 May 2011. South Africa’s mining industry has been one of the slowest growing economic sectors in recent years and is currently smaller than it was in 1994. Speaking at a Bureau for Economic Research conference in Johannesburg, CoM Senior Economist Roger Baxter said that mining had been somewhat ignored as it had been seen as a sunset industry, rather than a sunrise industry. Yet, Mr Baxter noted that South Africa is still the richest country in terms of its on-site mineral wealth and holds the largest reserves in five major commodities in the world, including platinum and manganese. Some of the biggest challenges facing this historic industry sector are infrastructure, especially related to logistics and power, an increasing lack of technical skills and an uncertain regulatory environment. This has resulted in a steady deterioration in South Africa’s reputation as an investment destination with sound mineral policy and regulatory frameworks. As a result, investment capital has, to an ever-increasing degree, been seeking alternative mineral projects in other parts of Africa and elsewhere. Mr Baxter said that while these issues had been ignored by government for some time, the creation of the Mining Industries Growth, Development and Employment Task Team (Midgett) in 2009 had seen the state prioritising mining as one of its five key economic sectors once again. With the commodities boom between 2004 and 2008, mining regions saw an average growth of around 5%, yet South Africa, even with all its mineral riches saw its mining industry decline. Mr Baxter said that Midgett is established to ensure that this scenario did not play itself out again, as the world prepared for what he estimated would be another decade of high commodity demand as urbanisation continued at a fast pace in emerging markets. “Midgett was a private, but open discussion between key stakeholders in the mining sector, with a mission to get the country’s mining industry back in high growth.” The task team estimated that the country’s mining sector would have to grow at between 3% and 4% to meet demand over the next ten years. This could be done by addressing the matrix of infrastructure needs on a state-owned level and getting South Africa’s production costs down, while also tackling skills inadequacies from the bottom up. “I am cautiously optimistic that the right policies will move the country, and its mining sector in the right direction within the next five years. Mining and minerals matter for the growth and development of South Africa,” said Mr Baxter. Mining Weekly
***LINKS
DETECTION LEADS TO MINING

The plan leads to asteroid mining

LEWIS 1997 (John, professor of planetary sciences and codirector of the Space Engineering Research Center at the University of Arizona-Tucson, Mining the Sky: Untold Riches from the Asteroids, Comets, and Planets, p. 113)
It is reasonable to wonder when the next such impact will actually occur. At the moment, we do not know. But we now have the technology for efficient asteroid discovery. We could develop a nearly complete list of the large NEAs and determine their orbits within the next generation at very modest expense. We would then know what materials are available in space, which bodies threaten impacts, and when they will approach Earth. Equipped with this knowledge, we could both defend ourselves against the greatest natural threat to human civilization and take action to reap the riches of these extraordinary bodies.

Asteroid detection spills over into mining and space colonization
MURRILL AND WHALEN 1998 (Mary Beth Murrill and Mark Whalen, NASA, “JPL will establish Near-Earth Object Program Office for NASA,” July 24, http://neo.jpl.nasa.gov/program/neo.html)
Yeomans noted that personnel within the program office will maintain an up-to-date database of near-Earth objects and "routinely propagate their motions forward for tens of years to see whether any of these objects will make interesting, close-Earth approaches." This activity is not only for hazard assessment, he said, but also to identify optimal opportunities for ground-and space-based observations of these objects and "to identify which bodies might be exploited for their mineral wealth in the next century. Asteroids offer extraordinary mineral resources for the structures required to colonize the inner solar system and comets, and with their vast supplies of water ice, could provide life-sustaining water as well as the liquid oxygen and hydrogen required for rocket fuel." "It seems ironic that the very objects that bear watching because they could threaten Earth are the same ones that are most easily accessible to future space missions - missions that might exploit their considerable resources," he said.

PGM/GOLD LINK

PGMs and gold from asteroids would outcompete Earth-based metals

GERLACH 2005 (Charles, Gerlach Space Systems LLC, “Profitably Exploiting Near-Earth Object Resources,” 2005 International Space Development Conference, http://abundantplanet.org/files/Space-Ast-Profitably-Exploiting-NEO-Gerlach-2005.pdf)
Platinum-group metals (PGMs) include the six metallic elements platinum, palladium, rhodium, ruthenium, iridium, and osmium. Platinum occurs either in placer deposits or in host mineral deposits. Other PGMs are often alloyed with platinum, and gold is a common deposit on platinum crystals. While PGMs may have been abundant during stellar formation, they are highly depleted in the Earth’s crust and are found in only a few locations on its surface. Many asteroids are believed to be made up of primitive core materials rich in sidereal elements such as raw PGMs that are so rare in the Earth’s crust. PGMs are found dissolved among metallic phase grains, especially in ordinary chondrites. PGMs represent perhaps the most attractive NEO resources. Unlike other potential NEO resources, PGMs have commercial values of thousands of dollars per kilogram, making them especially attractive as candidates for refining and returning to Earth. In fact, Lewis and Meinel have asserted that "all common classes of meteorites contain higher concentration of platinum-group metals than the richest ore bodies in Earth's crust,"24 and a growing body of evidence supports this conclusion that concentrations of platinum and other PGMs are significantly higher in many asteroids than concentrations found in the best mines on Earth. On Earth, we observe concentrations of 4 to 6 parts per billion (ppb) in the best mines because there is little platinum in the Earth’s crust (due to the processes discussed above). Concentrations of 30 to 60 ppb are hypothesized in many asteroids with a potential of 250 ppb or even 1,000+ ppb based on meteorite studies (Figure 6).25
PGM LINK

The plan lowers platinum group metal prices by flooding the terrestrial market
Geere 10 (Duncan, Senior Staff Writer at Wired.co.uk., July 15, “Making space exploration pay with asteroid mining”, http://www.wired.co.uk/news/archive/2010-07/15/asteroid-mining)

It's not confined just to epic space MMO Eve Online and Mass Effect 2 -- asteroid mining exists as a topic of study in the real world too. At the TEDGlobal 2010 conference in Oxford, Professor Eric Anderson of Space Adventures talked a little about how space travel could eventually prove profitable -- by mining asteroids. Asteroids happen to be particularly rich in platinum group metals -- ruthenium, rhodium, palladium, osmium, iridium, and platinum. These elements are extremely rare on Earth, and most of the world's known deposits come from sites of asteroid impact. They're so rare that prices for a few grams can be in the thousands of pounds. However, they're also crucial ingredients for electronics. They're very stable, resistant to chemical attack, and cope with high temperatures, making them perfect for use in circuitry. Asteroids that have already been surveyed have been shown to contain vast amounts of these metals. One average 500-metre-wide asteroid contains hundreds of billions of pounds-worth of metal -- more than has ever been mined in the course of human history. Near-Earth asteroids are likely first targets for mining, due to the ease of getting to them, and getting the materials back to earth. Increasing the supply of platinum group metals on earth by sending up specialist mining spacecraft could have two benefits. Firstly, it'd allow the cost of electronics production to go down. More raw material should push down the market price.
Asteroid mining would lower PGM prices

ROSS 2001 (Shane, Control and Dynamical Systems at Caltech, “Near-Earth Asteroid Mining,” Space Industry Report, Dec 14, http://www.nss.org/settlement/asteroids/NearEarthAsteroidMining%28Ross2001%29.pdf)

Kargel [1997] estimated that one metallic asteroid of modest size (1 km) and fair enrichment in platinumgroup

metals would contain twice the tonnage of PGMs already harvested on Earth combined with economically

viable PGM resources still in the ground. At recent prices, this asteroid’s iron, nickel, PGMs, and

other metals would have a value exceeding that of the world’s proven economic reserves of nonmetallic and

metallic mineral resources. The availability of asteroid metals would lower market prices. Even then, the

value of the asteroid-derived materials would be enormous.

LINK EXT: MINING COMPETITIVE

Metals from asteroids would out-compete African mining—high quality ores and easy access

SONTER 2006 (Mark Sonter is an independent scientific consultant working in the Australian mining and metallurgical industries, providing advice on radiation protection, industrial hygiene, safety, and remediation of radioactively contaminated sites. His career includes 2 years as a high school science teacher, 6 years as a University Physics lecturer in Papua New Guinea, postgraduate studies in medical physics, and 28 years in uranium mining radiation safety management, including 5 years as Corporate Safety Manager for a major mining corporation. Mark was a visiting scholar at U of Arizona in 1995, “Asteroid Mining: Key to the Space Economy,” Ad Astra, February, http://www.nss.org/settlement/asteroids/key.html)

Spectroscopic studies suggest, and ‘ground-truth' chemical assays of meteorites confirm, that a wide range of resources are present in asteroids and comets, including nickel-iron metal, silicate minerals, semiconductor and platinum group metals, water, bituminous hydrocarbons, and trapped or frozen gases including carbon dioxide and ammonia. As one startling pointer to the unexpected riches in asteroids, many stony and stony-iron meteorites contain Platinum Group Metals at grades of up to 100 ppm (or 100 grams per ton). Operating open pit platinum and gold mines in South Africa and elsewhere mine ores of grade 5 to 10 ppm, so grades of 10 to 20 times higher would be regarded as spectacular if available in quantity, on Earth. Water is an obvious first, and key, potential product from asteroid mines, as it could be used for return trip propulsion via steam rocket. About 10% of Near-Earth Asteroids are energetically more accessible (easier to get to) than the Moon (i.e. under 6 km/s from LEO), and a substantial minority of these have return-to-Earth transfer orbit injection delta-v's of only 1 to 2 km/s. Return of resources from some of these NEAs to low or high earth orbit may therefore be competitive versus earth-sourced supplies.

Asteroid mining will be competitive with Earth mining

GERLACH 2005 (Charles, Gerlach Space Systems LLC, “Profitably Exploiting Near-Earth Object Resources,” 2005 International Space Development Conference, http://abundantplanet.org/files/Space-Ast-Profitably-Exploiting-NEO-Gerlach-2005.pdf)
In the future, the rising cost of resource acquisition on Earth will surpass the falling cost of acquiring equivalent or substitute materials in space. This is likely to provide the economic catalyst for large-scale acquisition and utilization of space resources. In fact, as we will show in this paper, for some resources, these costs may already be relatively close (Figure 1), and given favorable technical developments and target asteroid conditions, we may soon be able to obtain some resources in space at lower costs than we can mine and process them on Earth.
Asteroid mining would crowd out Earth-based mining

GERLACH 2005 (Charles, Gerlach Space Systems LLC, “Profitably Exploiting Near-Earth Object Resources,” 2005 International Space Development Conference, http://abundantplanet.org/files/Space-Ast-Profitably-Exploiting-NEO-Gerlach-2005.pdf)
While untested and fraught with engineering challenges, NEO mining has the potential to dramatically change the dynamics of many segments of the natural resources industry. It transforms the dynamics and economics of almost every aspect of resource production. Robotic mining of near-Earth objects has several potential advantages over traditional terrestrial mining (Figure 7). Based on what we have learned about asteroid geology and operating in micro-gravity environments, we can conceive of radically new approaches to mining on an asteroid that may ultimately become much more cost-effective than more traditional mining operations. These advantages and all of the other attractive features of NEOs as targets for mining operations would appear to justify the risk and investment required to take the first steps.
GOLD KEY TO AFRICA

Gold mining is key to African economic growth

WGC 2011 (World Gold Council, “The Role of Gold in Modern Society,” Date Last Modified June 28, 2011, http://www.responsiblegold.org/role_of_gold.asp)
Gold mining is vital to the fragile economies of many impoverished countries, which account for roughly two-thirds of global gold production. In addition to generating export revenue in these countries, gold production provides royalty and tax income to their governments, technology transfer, worker training and the creation of a skilled workforce. Gold mining can also bring substantial improvements in physical, social, legal and financial infrastructure. In many of these countries, gold mining is a foundation industry that often provides the critical mass for the development of electricity, water, road and rail transport in a region, that are the essential foundations of an economy. Developing countries accounted for 72% of global output in 2004. Most of this came from low-income or lower-middle-income countries that together accounted for two thirds of global output. The strongest rise in output has been seen in Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs), whose gold production rose by 84% between 1994 and 2004. Of the 38 HIPC countries, 14 are significant gold producers with lesser or minor production in at least another 14 countries. There is potential for substantial additional production in several other countries. The rise in HIPCs' output has been paralleled by rising export dependence on gold. In 2003, gold accounted for 13% of goods (merchandise) exports of the 14 significant producers and 10% of their exports of goods and services. For HIPCs as a group, gold accounted for nearly 8% of goods exports and over 6% of exports of goods and services. It is one of the most important exports for HIPCs. Gold is the leading export for Mali (59% of goods exports in 2003), Tanzania (44%), Ghana (32%), Guyana (26%) and the second most important for Guinea (23%). A $10 fall in the gold price would cause a loss of around $75m in HIPCs' export income. For the 27 HIPC countries that have reached decision or completion point (those that receive at least some debt relief under the HIPC initiative), gold exports in 2003 amounted to 87% of debt service payments. Gold is equally important to other low-income countries that are not HIPCs. Among those considered by the World Bank to be severely or moderately indebted, gold is the leading export for Kyrgyzstan (around 45% of total goods exports in 2003) and Papua New Guinea (36%), the second most important export for Mongolia (20%) and Zimbabwe (11%) and one of the two leading exports for Uzbekistan. Among lower-middle-income countries, gold is the leading export for both South Africa (13% of goods exports in 2003) and Peru (17%). Gold mining companies source supplies locally where possible and employ local labor where possible. Thus, even allowing for some necessary imports and for the remittance of profits and dividends, their impact on a developing country's balance of payments is strongly positive. Gold mining, and metals mining generally, is essentially free of the distorting subsidies applied by some developed countries to agricultural production. Export revenue is not the only benefit gold mining brings to a developing country. It provides royalty and tax income to governments, technology transfer, skilled employment and training for local populations, together with further jobs through the multiplier effect. In one or two cases it has provided the foundation for a significant jewelry manufacturing industry. Gold mining can also bring substantial improvements in physical, social, legal and financial infrastructure. The establishment of a formal mining industry can be the first step in a country's industrial development. Mining is a foundation industry that often provides the critical mass for the development of electricity, water, road and rail transport in a region. This characteristic of the industry is particularly important in Africa where lack of infrastructure has been identified as one of the major hindrances to economic development. Gold is often thought of as synonymous with wealth. Yet gold coins, bars and high-carat jewelry play a crucial role as a means of saving and defense against misfortune to many of the poor of the world. Similarly gold mining brings benefits to poorer nations. It will continue to have a role to play in fostering economic development.
MINING KEY TO SOUTH AFRICA
Mining is perceived by investors as the key industry in South Africa—high metal prices are the lynchpin of the economy

MINING MX 2007 (“Mining remains crucial for S.Africa ecomomy,” Oct 18, http://www.miningmx.com/news/markets/649704.htm)
That isn't the case anymore. Yet the world continues to perceive South Africa as a "commodities economy". Merrill Lynch economist Carmen Nel says one of the main drivers of South Africa's robust economic growth over the past few years has been the global increase in commodities prices. "Foreign investors view the South African economy as driven by commodities and invest in the country on the basis of those prices. It's clear that the rand is geared to commodities prices." Is that view based on the truth about the South African economy or has the country diversified away from commodities enough to mean global markets are mistaken in holding that view? If you answer the question narrowly by just looking at South Africa's gross domestic product figures it's clear that commodities haven't driven growth over the past few years. Not only does the mining sector make a very small percentage of South Africa's GDP (5,6%) but the sector has also been in recession in the first half of this year. Overall, the South African economy grew by 4,7% and 4,5% in the first and second quarters of this year respectively. For most of 2006, the commodities sector was positive but made little contribution to overall growth. However, commodities prices have indirectly played an extremely important role in the growth success story. You only have to look at an analysis of the composition of South Africa's exports for that to become abundantly clear. The South African Reserve Bank, in its Annual Economic Report, makes the crucial point that non-gold mining products accounted for about 52% of the value of merchandise exports in first half 2007. That means mining is crucial for South Africa's export performance. Gold mining has become progressively less important. The report says that Chinese and Indian growth has contributed to strong international demand for South Africa-produced mining products. It says over the past 18 months the US dollar prices of South African export commodities jumped by almost 36%. The volume of mining exports increased by a whopping 15,5% from the first half of 2006 to the second half, before moving sideways in first half 2007. The key point about the importance of mining products for South Africa's export performance is that they have kept a lid on South Africa's current account deficit. (The current account represents all trade with the rest of the world, including "invisible" trade, such as interest, dividends, freight and insurance.) The value of those exports has also helped offset the high price South Africa has had to pay for its oil imports. It's not only the commodities that South Africa produces that have seen prices rise but also those that the country imports. South Africa's current account deficit is high. It was 6,5% of GDP last year and was also at this level in the second quarter of this year. At that level the deficit is higher than that of the US, which is seen as running an unsustainable current account deficit. It's important to note that without the high volume and price of commodities exports, South Africa's current account deficit would have been even higher. Almost certainly, the rand would have been weaker and inflation higher. The world sees South Africa as being able to afford a high import bill due to its abundance of commodities. The question is whether the commodities boom is likely to continue. Finance Minister Trevor Manuel recently had this to say regarding the issue: "An understanding of the drivers behind the (commodities) upswing - Chinese demand, platinum and the autocatalytic industry, the concordance between gold and oil, the bond between diamonds and vanity and high emerging market demand - suggests that the good times are here to stay in the short to medium term. "But to assume that current prices and the current boom phase reflects a permanent shift rather than a temporary opportunity would be a naïve and risky approach to adopt. And if our analysis is correct, then the slump will come and it will bring with it a significant decline in commodity prices. This could potentially spell disaster for many developing countries..."
Mining is key to the South African economy

MONEY TRANSFER SOUTH AFRICA 2010 (“Economy,” http://www.moneytransfersouthafrica.org/economy/)
South Africa’s economy is far and away the largest on the African continent. It is also one of the most fluid, something which relaxation of exchange controls has assisted. The economy is based largely on mining and agriculture, with manufacturing playing a lesser role. There is also a world-class financial services sector. South Africa’s main trading partners are China and the European Union. Mining is very important in South Africa. The main resources mined in South Africa are coal, gold, platinum, and uranium. A large amount of coal is used domestically to generate electricity (there is estimated to be another 200 years’ worth of coal still in the ground), while gold and platinum are so important to the economy that they have their own indices on the stock exchange. Diamonds are also mined, but because their sale and distribution is controlled by a global corporate monopoly, they are not as influential in the country’s economy.
SOUTH AFRICA KEY

South Africa is leading African growth

SEEKING ALPHA 2010 (“For Serious Investors: It's Time for Africa,” July 25,  http://seekingalpha.com/article/216324-for-serious-investors-it-s-time-for-africa)
In this era of global uncertainty, investors are wary of investing in alien markets. A lack of fundamental analysis of the potential good upcoming markets also acts as a deterrent for investors. Some markets follow the global patterns and some just swing with an entirely different wavelength. One such market that historically has never followed the global market and its patterns is the African continent. The African people and more importantly the African markets have their own dynamic life and irrespective of current trading volumes, liquidity or fundamentals, African markets have mostly walked without much global baggage. Considering the fact that most African regions are bracing themselves to kick-start their economic progress, a long-term growth potential is the best possible way to look at the African markets. Gone are the days when Africa was considered to be a poor continent rich only in natural resources but where poor people fought for survival amid disease and poverty. Africa, the birthplace of human civilization, is slowly but surely getting its rightful place in the history of mankind. African countries are not simply spectators to the economic rise of China and India but are a party to it. Africa is not only attracting investors from China and India, but African ETFs have also shown substantial gains in the recent times. There is no doubt that some African nations offer a tremendous growth opportunity for the investors, especially for those looking at emerging economies outside the BRIC nations. Of course there are people who are skeptical of the kind of growth African nations can achieve, but as South Africa showed with the successful completion of the FIFA World Cup Football 2010, the continent is ready to attain its lost glory. The largest economy in Africa is the Republic of South Africa with a 77% total market cap of the MSCI EFM Africa index components. Egypt, Nigeria and Morocco make up 5%-10% each, and smaller investments include Kenya, Mauritius and Tunisia. Together, the African Nations make up 10% of the world’s emerging markets market cap. According to a recent International Monetary Fund report, at least eight African countries were headed toward emerging market status when benchmarked against the founding members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, which were among the early emerging markets. The criteria of growth, private sector-led growth, and investable markets were met in Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has further projected that sub-Saharan Africa’s economy will expand 4.7% this year, double 2009’s rate. Commodity exporting countries are likely to lead the growth.
***AFRICA IMPACTS

AFRICA ECON IMPACT—TERRORISM

African growth solves terrorism and the world economy

BBC NEWS 2005 (July 5, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/4653149.stm)

Helping Africa to help itself is not an act of generosity or altruism, they argue, but a pragmatic strategy which offers attractive returns. They argue that if Africa prospers, the world will prosper too - in part since poverty reduction is a powerful fillip to reduce resentment and hence the risk of terrorism. For foreign investors, the rewards could be even more obvious. "The returns in Africa are among the highest in the world," observes Mr Rugasira. "We need to say that."
AFRICA ECON IMPACT—DEMOCRACY

African growth is key to democracy

RUGASIRA 2007 (Andrew, Founder and Chairman Good African Coffee, Uganda, “Africa needs trade not aid: the case for a new paradigm,” February 1, www.rsa.org.uk/acrobat/rugasira_010207.pdf)

There is need for a new paradigm. One that reflects a fairer and just global trading regime, one where the African political elite is accountable to their populations and commits to playing its role on development within a pro-poor, pro-democracy and pro-enterprise framework. With not much of an economic interest to protect and with little in the way of meaningful economic clout, the African private sector has a minimal influence on the political direction of their nations. The private sector in Africa, as it has been elsewhere, is the engine for growth and must be empowered. Democracy without the development of a vibrant economic base is like building a sand castle and hoping to live in it - an exercise in futility.
AFRICA ECON IMPACT—DISEASE

Health care in Africa will collapse without economic growth

SCHAEFER 2003 (Brett, Jay Kingham Fellow in International Regulatory Affairs in the Center for International Trade and Economics at The Heritage Foundation, “Economic Freedom: The Path to African Prosperity,” Feb 20, http://www.heritage.org/Research/Africa/hl778.cfm)

I believe the central pillar of development is increased economic growth. The focus on growth should not be interpreted as a dismissal of the importance of investment in education, health, or other worthy efforts. Investment in those areas, in a manner appropriate to the individual situations, is prudent. But the bottom line is that without economic growth, governments and the private sector would soon lack the resources to support those efforts.

Economic growth solves disease

W.H.O. 2004 (World Health Organization, November 04, “Diseases of Poverty and the 10/90 Gap”, http://64.233.167.104/search?q=cache:_kq7Ksv5ixkJ:www.who.int/intellectualproperty/submissions/InternationalPolicyNetwork.pdf+poverty+disease+rates&hl=en&ct=clnk&cd=15&gl=us)

Most disease in lower-income countries is caused by poverty A large proportion of illnesses in low-income countries are entirely avoidable or treatable with existing medicines or interventions. Most of the disease burden in low-income countries finds its roots in the consequences of poverty, such as poor nutrition, indoor air pollution and lack of access to proper sanitation and health education. The WHO estimates that diseases associated with poverty account for 45 per cent of the disease burden in the poorest countries. 10 However, nearly all of these deaths are either treatable with existing medicines or preventable in the first place. Continues… Wealth creation as a means to improve health Medicines also fail to reach the poor because of weak healthcare infrastructures, which are inherently the result of financial and human resource constraints. Malawi, for example, has the fewest doctors per capita in the world, with only one doctor for every 49,118 people. 39 Poverty often goes hand-in-hand with malnutrition, which again results in a host of debilitating but easily preventable diseases. Poor populations are often compelled to use animal dung, crop residues or wood to cook their food and heat their homes, which again results in a significant but ultimately avoidable disease burden. Poor sanitation, a by- product of poverty, results in a large number of deaths from diarrhoeal diseases. Poverty prevents those affected from purchasing the cheap oral rehydration therapy sachets that could easily save lives. When poverty is reduced and eliminated, health outcomes improve. People in rich countries can expect to live longer and have better access to medical care. With greater wealth, scientists and innovators, both private and public, have better opportunities to conduct research into health and disease. With increased financial resources, more can be spent on education and to improve literacy, which in turn can promote the adoption of new technologies and ensure that these technologies are more widely diffused. Improvements in agricultural technology, for example, have led to increased food production per capita and lower food prices, even at a time when the global population has risen dramatically. When combined with more open markets and trade, these productivity increases have ensured that food has become more available to the poor. As new technologies are adopted more widely, economic growth accelerates. This in turn provides individuals and the state with the means to improve basic infrastructure, such as the provision of clean water, which in turn improves health. Health and wealth can also be mutually reinforcing: a healthier population is better able to engage in economic activities and thereby generate increased income, some of which can be spent on health. In Mymensingh (Bangladesh), for example, agricultural yields increased by 15 per cent after malaria was controlled, because farmers had more time and energy for cultivation. 40 However, it is unlikely that good health will ever be sustained without long-term wealth creation that can pay for the ongoing improvements in water, sanitation, hospitals and medical research. Those who genuinely hope to improve the health of the world’s poorest people should therefore look to wealth creation as the fundamental solution to global health problems.
AFRICA ECON IMPACT—AIDS 

Poverty is key to AIDS

STILLWAGGON 2001 (Eileen, teaches economics at Gettysburg College, The Nation, May 21)

What might be overlooked, however, as life-sustaining drugs become available, is the fact that prevention is still by far the more compassionate and more cost-effective answer. Prevention does not replace treatment, but it does reduce the number of people whose lives will depend on expensive drugs with significant side effects. The key to a good prevention program is understanding the dynamics of disease transmission. But most prevention programs have been extremely narrow in scope. International AIDS policy derives from an erroneous preconception that the high rate of HIV transmission in Africa is primarily an issue of sexual behavior that can be addressed by behavior modification. That policy has met with some success in the United States and other rich countries. In Africa and in similarly impoverished populations, however, biological factors that result from poverty play a determining role in the high rates of HIV transmission. Failure to recognize those biological factors and to integrate them into a model of transmission for poor populations has led to prevention strategies that have failed and to the perpetuation of racial stereotypes.

Poverty is key to AIDS—it causes malnutrition and undermines general health
STILLWAGGON 2001 (Eileen, teaches economics at Gettysburg College, The Nation, May 21)

Since the African epidemic is heterosexual, it is clearly different from that of the West, a fact that was noticed by South African President Thabo Mbeki. He had the temerity, as some Western scientists viewed it, to ask how conditions of poverty in Africa affect the development of HIV/AIDS. It was a very conventional epidemiological question, well within the bounds of standard research. His question was treated, however, as heresy by at least a vocal minority of mainstream scientists, who seemed to regard any inquiry as beyond his prerogative. Spurned by the mainstream, Mbeki turned to scientists on the fringe of AIDS research who were eager for an audience. South Africa lost valuable time in addressing the AIDS crisis as the government vacillated and explored dead ends. Mbeki's question, however--how does poverty influence AIDS in Africa?--is neither inappropriate nor unscientific. The environment in which any infection is transmitted in poor countries is very different from that of the United States and Europe and is strongly influenced by poverty, malnutrition, bad water and poor access to preventive and curative care. The standard epidemiological approach to understanding disease is characterized by Louis Pasteur's comment: "The microbe is nothing, the terrain everything." In other words, pre-existing health conditions play a key role in susceptibility to disease. We should expect HIV/AIDS to develop differently in rich and poor countries, just as do tuberculosis, pneumonia, measles and nearly all other infectious diseases. Ironically, mainstream biological science has the answers to Mbeki's questions, but the specialized and conservative nature of biomedical research inhibits any one scientist from coming forth with the solution, or perhaps even acknowledging it. Most social science has failed to incorporate biomedical data into its analysis, in spite of the obvious fact that HIV and AIDS are biological conditions. What has been missing is an interdisciplinary approach that incorporates biological and social data into an analysis of the social context of HIV disease in Africa. Sex tends to be distracting, for researchers as much as for the general public. The sexual transmission of HIV diverted attention from the broader epidemiological environment in which a heterosexual epidemic developed in sub-Saharan Africa. Both rich and poor countries are characterized by high rates of unprotected multipartnered sexual activity. Populations in poverty are also characterized by malnutrition, parasite infection and lack of access to medical care and antibiotics for bacterial STDs, which are important co-factors for transmission of HIV. To acknowledge the synergistic relationship among malnutrition, parasite infestation and infectious disease is not to say that AIDS itself is a nutritional disease. Nor does it deny that HIV is sexually transmitted in Africa and causes AIDS. It merely subjects STDs, including HIV/AIDS, to the same methodology employed in the study of other infectious diseases, however transmitted.
AIDS IMPACT—DEFORESTATION 
AIDS causes deforestation and destroys the environment

OGLETHORPE AND GELMAN 2006 (Judy, World Wildlife Fund; Nancy, Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group, Frontiers in Ecology and Environment, April 2006)

Behind these broad population figures, the impacts of AIDS on demographic structure are seriously worsening the imbalances between population and natural resource consumption/land use in sub-Saharan Africa. The most economically active age group (15–49 years old) is most impacted by AIDS (UNAIDS 2004). When individuals in this age group succumb to the disease, wages and agricultural labor are lost. Rural households are forced to change their livelihood strategies in an ever-deepening spiral of poverty. They often cultivate less labor-intensive but also less nutritious crops (Barnett and Whiteside 2002) and increase natural resource consumption. Activities such as hunting, fishing, wild food-plant collection, and fuel-wood extraction increase as families struggle to maintain diets and generate alternative income (Barany et al. 2001; Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group 2002). The subsequent increase in resource use is often unsustainable. Indigenous knowledge of agriculture and resource management is often lost when parents die before passing it on to their children. For example, using fire for agricultural clearing can increase as indigenous knowledge of agricultural production disappears and less labor is available for farming. Uncontrolled fires destroy natural resources such as forest foods and building materials (M Jurvelius pers comm) and can accelerate erosion. As AIDS orphans grow up, they often have little indigenous knowledge and a weak attachment to land and resources. This could result in unsustainable mining of natural resources and future insecurity, both locally and nationally. Compounding this, law enforcement capacity is being weakened by the epidemic, as is the ability of governments and non-governmental organizations to provide technical support for rural development and resource management. At a local level, AIDS can result in shifts in land and resource control, as traditional governance structures break down and power relations change. Inefficient and unsustainable use can increase, particularly if knowledge of sustainable practices is lost or there is less commitment to sound use. In addition, in some societies, widows and orphans cannot inherit land when the male head of a household dies, because of patriarchal laws and traditions. Even if there is a legal basis for inheritance, land-grabbing may occur (International Center for Research on Women 2004).
AIDS IMPACT—CONSERVATION
AIDS destroys conservation—kills staff, reduces institutional memory, causes absences, hurts morale, and takes up time

OGLETHORPE AND GELMAN 2007 (Judy, World Wildlife Fund; Nancy, Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group, “HIV/AIDS and the Environment: Impacts of AIDS and Ways to Reduce Them” http://www.worldwildlife.org/phe/pubs/hivaids.pdf)

Conservation organizations and projects are losing staff members to AIDS in the countries most seriously affected by the disease. For example, the nongovernment organization Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi lost 14 percent of its staff in health-related deaths (Mauambeta, pers. comm.). Also in Malawi, Kasungu National Park lost 17 staff members between 2000 and 2006 – 22 percent of its 2000 workforce level (Kumchedwa, pers. comm.). As a result, uncontrolled poaching has escalated in Kasungu, leading to a serious decline of buffalo, elephant and other species. Loss of staff at this scale seriously affects institutional memory and continuity of programs and operations, and can greatly reduce an organization’s ability to achieve conservation goals. Staff members are particularly vulnerable if they spend time away from their families, where they are more likely to practice risky behavior. This applies to the following people: • those based in protected areas and communities in remote locations; • those who travel frequently such as drivers; and • those on temporary assignment away from home (e.g., training programs). Loss of investment in training Many conservation organizations have lost highly trained staff to the disease. This is particularly serious in Africa, where conservation capacity is already limited. Training replacement staff is very expensive – if funds are available at all. Loss of staff time There is increased absence from work when staff members care for their family members with AIDS and attend funerals of relatives, friends and colleagues. Diversion of conservation funds for AIDS costs Many conservation organizations are covering the costs of medical expenses, sick leave, terminal benefits and funeral costs, and training for replacement staff. These expenses reduce the budget available for conservation work, and often have to be covered by scarce core funds. Decline in morale Successive bereavement saps morale and enthusiasm from even the most committed employees, slowing productivity.
AIDS DESTROYS CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

OGLETHORPE AND GELMAN 2007 (Judy, World Wildlife Fund; Nancy, Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group, “HIV/AIDS and the Environment: Impacts of AIDS and Ways to Reduce Them” http://www.worldwildlife.org/phe/pubs/hivaids.pdf)

Community-based natural resource management (CBNRM) programs become increasingly vulnerable as communities lose leadership and capacity, and HIV/AIDS-related issues such as caring for the sick or adapting family livelihoods take priority. Loss of traditional knowledge The middle generation is most active in land and resource management. When these adults die, their traditional knowledge of natural resource management and local farming systems is often lost, and land and resources are used in less appropriate ways.
AIDS IMPACT—RESOURCES
AIDS increases resource consumption and destroys the environment

OGLETHORPE AND GELMAN 2007 (Judy, World Wildlife Fund; Nancy, Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group, “HIV/AIDS and the Environment: Impacts of AIDS and Ways to Reduce Them” http://www.worldwildlife.org/phe/pubs/hivaids.pdf)

As AIDS-affected rural households lose salary earners and agricultural labor, many are turning to natural resources as a safety net. Activities such as hunting, fishing and charcoal making increase as families seek alternative livelihoods. More water, firewood and medicinal plants are consumed by households caring for the sick and timber logging has accelerated in many areas to supply the growing coffin industry (Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group 2002, Barany et al. 2005). These widely reported increases in resource use may not be sustainable and pose a long-term threat to communities and their ecological wellbeing.

Death of agricultural workers accelerates resource destruction

OGLETHORPE AND GELMAN 2007 (Judy, World Wildlife Fund; Nancy, Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group, “HIV/AIDS and the Environment: Impacts of AIDS and Ways to Reduce Them” http://www.worldwildlife.org/phe/pubs/hivaids.pdf)

Changes in farming practices

When agricultural labor is lost and household incomes decline, households often farm more extensively with fewer inputs. This can result in more environmentally damaging techniques including the increased use of fire. Land tenure and land grabbing In some societies, when the male head of the household dies, the widow and children cannot inherit his land – legally or customarily. Land-grabbing results in the loss of a livelihood base for the immediate surviving family members. Sometimes incomers do not have detailed knowledge of the area and of resource management, and use the land and resources inappropriately.
AFRICA DEFORESTION IMPACT
Extinction
WATSON 2006 (Captain Paul, Founder and President of Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, Last Mod 9-17, http://www.eco-action.org/dt/beerswil.html)
The facts are clear. More plant and animal species will go through extinction within our generation than have been lost thorough natural causes over the past two hundred million years. Our single human generation, that is, all people born between 1930 and 2010 will witness the complete obliteration of one third to one half of all the Earth's life forms, each and every one of them the product of more than two billion years of evolution. This is biological meltdown, and what this really means is the end to vertebrate evolution on planet Earth. Nature is under siege on a global scale. Biotopes, i.e., environmentally distinct regions, from tropical and temperate rainforests to coral reefs and coastal estuaries, are disintegrating in the wake of human onslaught. The destruction of forests and the proliferation of human activity will remove more than 20 percent of all terrestrial plant species over the next fifty years. Because plants form the foundation for entire biotic communities, their demise will carry with it the extinction of an exponentially greater number of animal species -- perhaps ten times as many faunal species for each type of plant eliminated. Sixty-five million years ago, a natural cataclysmic event resulted in extinction of the dinosaurs. Even with a plant foundation intact, it took more than 100,000 years for faunal biological diversity to re-establish itself. More importantly, the resurrection of biological diversity assumes an intact zone of tropical forests to provide for new speciation after extinction. Today, the tropical rain forests are disappearing more rapidly than any other bio-region, ensuring that after the age of humans, the Earth will remain a biological, if not a literal desert for eons to come. The present course of civilization points to ecocide -- the death of nature. Like a run-a-way train, civilization is speeding along tracks of our own manufacture towards the stone wall of extinction. The human passengers sitting comfortably in their seats, laughing, partying, and choosing to not look out the window. Environmentalists are those perceptive few who have their faces pressed against the glass, watching the hurling bodies of plants and animals go screaming by. Environmental activists are those even fewer people who are trying desperately to break into the fortified engine of greed that propels this destructive specicidal juggernaut. Others are desperately throwing out anchors in an attempt to slow the monster down while all the while, the authorities, blind to their own impending destruction, are clubbing, shooting and jailing those who would save us all. SHORT MEMORIES Civilized humans have for ten thousand years been marching across the face of the Earth leaving deserts in their footprints. Because we have such short memories, we forgot the wonder and splendor of a virgin nature. We revise history and make it fit into our present perceptions. For instance, are you aware that only two thousand years ago, the coast of North Africa was a mighty forest? The Phoenicians and the Carthaginians built powerful ships from the strong timbers of the region. Rome was a major exporter of timber to Europe. The temple of Jerusalem was built with titanic cedar logs, one image of which adorns the flag of Lebanon today. Jesus Christ did not live in a desert, he was a man of the forest. The Sumerians were renowned for clearing the forests of Mesopotamia for agriculture. But the destruction of the coastal swath of the North African forest stopped the rain from advancing into the interior. Without the rain, the trees died and thus was born the mighty Sahara, sired by man and continued to grow southward at a rate of ten miles per year, advancing down the length of the continent of Africa. And so will go Brazil. The precipitation off the Atlantic strikes the coastal rain forest and is absorbed and sent skyward again by the trees, falling further into the interior. Twelve times the moisture falls and twelve times it is returned to the sky -- all the way to the Andes mountains. Destroy the coastal swath and desertify Amazonia -- it is as simple as that. Create a swath anywhere between the coast and the mountains and the rains will be stopped. We did it before while relatively primitive. We learned nothing. We forgot. So too, have we forgotten that walrus once mated and bred along the coast of Nova Scotia, that sixty million bison once roamed the North American plains. One hundred years ago, the white bear once roamed the forests of New England and the Canadian Maritime provinces. Now it is called the polar bear because that is where it now makes its last stand. EXTINCTION IS DIFFICULT TO APPRECIATE Gone forever are the European elephant, lion and tiger. The Labrador duck, gint auk, Carolina parakeet will never again grace this planet of ours. Lost for all time are the Atlantic grey whales, the Biscayan right whales and the Stellar sea cow. Our children will never look upon the California condor in the wild or watch the Palos Verde blue butterfly dart from flower to flower. Extinction is a difficult concept to fully appreciate. What has been is no more and never shall be again. It would take another creation and billions of years to recreate the passenger pigeon. It is the loss of billions of years of evolutionary programming. It is the destruction of beauty, the obliteration of truth, the removal of uniqueness, the scarring of the sacred web of life To be responsible for an extinction is to commit blasphemy against the divine. It is the greatest of all possible crimes, more evil than murder, more appalling than genocide, more monstrous than even the apparent unlimited perversities of the human mind. To be responsible for the complete and utter destruction of a unique and sacred life form is arrogance that seethes with evil, for the very opposite of evil is live. It is no accident that these two words spell out each other in reverse. And yet, a reporter in California recently told me that "all the redwoods in California are not worth the life on one human being." What incredible arrogance. The rights a species, any species, must take precedence over the life of an individual or another species. This is a basic ecological law. It is not to be tampered with by primates who have molded themselves into divine legends in their own mind. For each and every one of the thirty million plus species that grace this beautiful planet are essential for the continued well-being of which we are all a part, the planet Earth -- the divine entity which brought us forth from the fertility of her sacred womb. As a sea-captain I like to compare the structural integrity of the biosphere to that of a ship's hull. Each species is a rivet that keeps the hull intact. If I were to go into my engine room and find my engineers busily popping rivets from the hull, I would be upset and naturally I would ask them what they were doing. If they told me that they discovered that they could make a dollar each from the rivets, I could do one of three things. I could ignore them. I could ask them to cut me in for a share of the profits, or I could kick their asses out of the engine room and off my ship. If I was a responsible captain, I would do the latter. If I did not, I would soon find the ocean pouring through the holes left by the stolen rivets and very shortly after, my ship, my crew and myself would disappear beneath the waves. And that is the state of the world today. The political leaders, i.e., the captains at the helms of their nation states, are ignoring the rivet poppers or they are cutting themselves in for the profits. There are very few asses being kicked out of the engine room of spaceship Earth. With the rivet poppers in command, it will not be long until the biospheric integrity of the Earth collapses under the weight of ecological strain and tides of death come pouring in. And that will be the price of progress -- ecological collapse, the death of nature, and with it the horrendous and mind numbing specter of massive human destruction.

African deforestation is key to global warming
SCIENCE DAILY 6-8-07 (http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/06/070608093811.htm)

Monitoring the expansion of logging in last dense humid forest of Central Africa is not only important for biodiversity conservation but also for climatic change. Industrial logging in Central Africa is the most extensive land use with more than 30 percent of the forest under logging concession and the clearing of these forests could significantly increase carbon emissions.

SPECIES IMPACT—EXTINCTION
Species loss causes extinction

DINER 1994 (Maj. David, Instructor at the US Army JAG School, 143 Mil. L. Rev. 161)

1. Why Do We Care? -- No species has ever dominated its fellow species as man has. In most cases, people have assumed the God-like power of life and death -- extinction or survival -- over the plants and animals of the world. For most of history, mankind pursued this domination with a single-minded determination to master the world, tame the wilderness, and exploit nature for the maximum benefit of the human race. 67 In past mass extinction episodes, as many as ninety percent of the existing species perished, and yet the world moved forward, and new species replaced the old. So why should the world be concerned now? The prime reason is the world's survival. Like all animal life, humans live off of other species. At some point, the number of species could decline to the point at which the ecosystem fails, and then humans also would become extinct. No one knows how many [*171] species the world needs to support human life, and to find out -- by allowing certain species to become extinct -- would not be sound policy. In addition to food, species offer many direct and indirect benefits to mankind. 68 2. Ecological Value. -- Ecological value is the value that species have in maintaining the environment. Pest, 69 erosion, and flood control are prime benefits certain species provide to man. Plants and animals also provide additional ecological services -- pollution control, 70 oxygen production, sewage treatment, and biodegradation. 71 3. Scientific and Utilitarian Value. -- Scientific value is the use of species for research into the physical processes of the world. 72 Without plants and animals, a large portion of basic scientific research would be impossible. Utilitarian value is the direct utility humans draw from plants and animals. 73 Only a fraction of the [*172] earth's species have been examined, and mankind may someday desperately need the species that it is exterminating today. To accept that the snail darter, harelip sucker, or Dismal Swamp southeastern shrew 74 could save mankind may be difficult for some. Many, if not most, species are useless to man in a direct utilitarian sense. Nonetheless, they may be critical in an indirect role, because their extirpations could affect a directly useful species negatively. In a closely interconnected ecosystem, the loss of a species affects other species dependent on it. 75 Moreover, as the number of species decline, the effect of each new extinction on the remaining species increases dramatically. 76 4. Biological Diversity. -- The main premise of species preservation is that diversity is better than simplicity. 77 As the current mass extinction has progressed, the world's biological diversity generally has decreased. This trend occurs within ecosystems by reducing the number of species, and within species by reducing the number of individuals. Both trends carry serious future implications. 78 [*173] Biologically diverse ecosystems are characterized by a large number of specialist species, filling narrow ecological niches. These ecosystems inherently are more stable than less diverse systems. "The more complex the ecosystem, the more successfully it can resist a stress. . . . [l]ike a net, in which each knot is connected to others by several strands, such a fabric can resist collapse better than a simple, unbranched circle of threads -- which if cut anywhere breaks down as a whole." 79 By causing widespread extinctions, humans have artificially simplified many ecosystems. As biologic simplicity increases, so does the risk of ecosystem failure. The spreading Sahara Desert in Africa, and the dustbowl conditions of the 1930s in the United States are relatively mild examples of what might be expected if this trend continues. Theoretically, each new animal or plant extinction, with all its dimly perceived and intertwined affects, could cause total ecosystem collapse and human extinction. Each new extinction increases the risk of disaster. Like a mechanic removing, one by one, the rivets from an aircraft's wings, 80 mankind may be edging closer to the abyss.
AIDS IMPACT—BIG WAR
Aids causes genocide, ethnic cleansing, and economic collapse—this both makes war more likely and magnifies its impact

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

A recurring themes at all of these meetings was the new danger presented by the epidemic, not just in terms of direct victims of the disease itself, but also to international security. Speaking at the UN Security Council session, James Wolfensohn, the head of the World Bank, stated, “Many of us used to think of AIDS as a health issue. We were wrong…nothing we have seen is a greater challenge to the peace and stability of African societies than the epidemic of aids…we face a major development crisis, and more than that, a security crisis.”2 Peter Piot, chairman of the Joint UN Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), similarly noted that “Conflicts and AIDS are linked like evil twins.”3 In fact, this connection made between the epidemic of AIDS and the danger of increased instability and war was also one of the few continuities between the way the Clinton and Bush administration foreign policy teams saw the world. Basing its assessment on a CIA report that discussed an increased prospects of “revolutionary wars, ethnic wars, genocide, and disruptive regime transitions” because of the disease, the Clinton Administration declared it a “national security threat” in 2000.4 While it was originally accused of pandering to certain activist groups, by the time of Secretary Powell’s confirmation hearings the next year, the lead foreign policy voice of the new administration had also declared it a “national security problem.” He later affirmed that it presented “a clear and present danger to the world.”5 Similarly, US Under Secretary of State Paula Dobriansky stated that “HIV/AIDS is a threat to security and global stability, plain and simple”6 The looming security implications of AIDS, particularly within Africa, are thus now a baseline assumption of the disease’s danger. However, this threat has barely been fleshed out and the mechanisms by which experts claim that “AIDS has changed the landscape of war” are barely understood. 7 This article seeks to fill this space. AIDS not only threatens to heighten the risks of war, but also multiply its impact. The disease will hollow out military capabilities, as well as state capacities in general, weakening both to the point of failure and collapse. Moreover, at these times of increased vulnerability, the disease also creates new militant recruiting pools, who portend even greater violence, as well putting in jeopardy certain pillars of international stability. In isolation, this increased risk of war around the globe is bad enough, but there are also certain types of cross-fertilization between the disease and conflict, intensifying the threat. The ultimate dynamic of warfare and AIDS is that their combination makes both more likely and more devastating. It is no overstatement that AIDS is “…the greatest disease challenge that humanity has faced in modern history.”8 More people will die from the disease than any other disease outbreaks in human history, including the global influenza epidemic of 1918-9 and the Bubonic Plague in the 1300s. Over 22 million worldwide have already been killed and it is projected that, at current rates, another 100 million more will be infected just by 2005.9
AIDS IMPACT—FAILED STATES
AIDS causes failed states

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

The manner in which AIDS can hollow out already weak states parallels that of its effect on militaries. In contrast to other historic disease epidemics, which tended to kill off the weak and infirm first, AIDS in the developing world has tended to claim the lives of the more productive members of society, who are not easily replaced. The reason is that educated and well-off citizens are more mobile, and thus have often contracted the disease first. Many states have clusters of the disease in the middle and upper levels of management in both business and government and AIDS is already being blamed for shortages of skilled workers in a number of countries.27 For example, 10% of all African teachers are expected to be killed by AIDS by 2005, while between 25-50% of health care workers in stricken states such as Malawi will similarly die from the disease.28 In the words of Peter Piot, the head of UNAIDS, the disease “…is devastating the ranks of the most productive members of society with an efficacy history has reserved for great armed conflicts.”29 The impact is felt not just in governance, but also the economy and development in general. Besides acting as a new sort of tax on society, by increasing the health care costs of business across the board, the disease also stymies foreign investment. Workforce productivity is decreased, while prospective revenues also go down, as the local consumer base becomes more impoverished.30 The disease also increases budgetary needs at the same time as it shrinks the tax base. The consequence could well be shattering for already impoverished states. The World Bank considers the disease to be the single biggest threat to economic development in Africa, as it is expected to reduce GDP in many states by as much as 20%, in just the next decade. The rapid spread in poverty-stricken post-Soviet states, including those in Central Asia newly important to the war on terrorism, could be equally catastrophic.31 The precise security threat here is that AIDS causes dangerous weaknesses in the pillars of a stable state, its military, its governing institutions, and its economy. The disease is accordingly no longer just a symptom of a state crisis, as usually thought, but actually a catalyst of them.32 As public institutions crumble and senior officials also suffer from the disease, public confidence in governing bodies is further threatened.33 The weakening of state bodies at point of crisis has repeatedly been the spark for coups, revolts, and other political and ethnic struggles to secure control over resources. As the recent collapse of the DRC illustrates, warlords, plunderers, and other violent actors effortlessly fill the void left by a failing state. That the disease is concentrating in areas, such as Africa and the former Soviet Union, already undergoing tenuous political transitions only heightens the risks of instability and state failure.
STATE COLLAPSE IMPACT
State collapse causes regional war in Africa that threatens vital interests of great powers and causes global terrorism

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

The security danger of failed states extends beyond the simple human tragedy that is then played out in the ensuring chaos and collapse. While stable states outside the region might imagine themselves secure and able to stand aside from failed states, the realities of the global system no longer permit this. At the very first brush, many of the regions that are most vulnerable to state failure spurred by disease are of clear national interest concern to major state powers. The US, for example, has greater economic investments in at risk areas in Africa than either the Middle East or Eastern Europe. Equally, a number of individual states at risk, such as Angola, Nigeria, and South Africa, are core regional allies, as well as critical suppliers of oil (roughly 1/5th of all US imports) and strategic minerals.34 The threats of economic and/or political collapse from the disease can also lead to new refugee flows. Besides facilitating the spread of the disease, time and time again, sudden and massive population movements prompted by these factors have led to heightened regional-wide tensions and destabilization.35 With the likely increase to pandemic levels on their doorsteps in the Caribbean and the former Soviet Union, American and European fears of past refugee crises (such as the 1990s Balkans wars and Haitian collapse) could be revisited. Perhaps more important, in a direct security sense, is that failed state zones tend to become havens for the new enemies of global order. As the UN Special Envoy Lakhdar Brahimi noted, the events of Sept. 11th were “…A wakeup call, [leading many]…to realize that even small countries, far away, like Afghanistan cannot be left to sink to the depths to which Afghanistan has sunk.”36 Decaying states give extremist groups freedom of operation, with dangerous resulting consequences a world away. This hazard applies even to seemingly disconnected state failures. Sierra Leone’s collapse in the 1990s, for example, certainly was of little concern to policymakers in Washington and had little to do with radical Islamic terrorist groups. The tiny West African state, nonetheless, has since served as a critical node in the fundraising efforts of Osama bin Laden’s al Qaeda network.37
AIDS IMPACT—YOUTH BULGE
AIDS distorts social age distributions—this causes war

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

AIDS does not strike with equal weight across age groups. In a “unique phenomenon in biology,” the disease actually reverses death rates to strike hardest at mature, but not yet elderly, adults.38 The consequence is that population curves shift (eliminating the typical middle aged hump), almost in a direct opposite to the manner of previous epidemics. Such a shift in demographics is actually fairly worrisome in a security sense. Recent research has found a strong match between violent outbreaks, ranging from wars to terrorism, and the ratio of a society’s young male population to its more mature segments.39 Once the ratio grows past having roughly 40 post-adolescent young men for every 100 older male, violent conflict tends to ensue inside society. AIDS will likely cause this in several states that are already close to this dangerous threshold. Termed “coalitional aggression,” the surmise is that young men, already more psychologically more aggressive, compete for resources, both social and material, and are more easily harnessed for conflict when outnumbering other generational cohorts. Demagogues, warlords, criminals, etc. all find it easier to recruit when the population is so distributed. Riots and other social crises are also more likely. In a sense, it is war caused from the bottom up, rather than top-down. Whatever the reason for the correlation, the disturbing fact is that the pattern has held true across history, from ancient times to recent outbreaks of violence in Rwanda, Yugoslavia, and Congo.

AIDS orphans cause a population bulge—this causes war and environmental destruction

OGLETHORPE AND GELMAN 2007 (Judy, World Wildlife Fund; Nancy, Africa Biodiversity Collaborative Group, “HIV/AIDS and the Environment: Impacts of AIDS and Ways to Reduce Them” http://www.worldwildlife.org/phe/pubs/hivaids.pdf)

Children orphaned by AIDS usually grow up to have little indigenous knowledge, weak attachment to the land and resources, and poor education. They and other disenfranchised people may turn to unsustainable fishing, poaching, logging and charcoal making on a large scale, all of which have serious environmental impacts. Having a large number of young adults in the population with no sound livelihood base can threaten the peace and security of an area and/or country (Cincotta 2003). At the same time, police forces are losing capacity to AIDS and have less ability to maintain order. Armies are also seriously affected in many countries. This combination could lead to civil unrest, which brings serious consequences for conservation.
Youth bulge causes terrorism and state collapse

CINCOTTA 2006 (Richard, Population Action International, Frontiers in Ecology and Environment, April)

The youth bulge hypothesis asserts that youthful age structures tend to exacerbate political tensions while facilitating recruitment of young men by state and non-state military organizations (Moller 1967–68; Fuller and Pitts 1990; Goldstone 1999; Mesquida and Weiner 1999; Cincotta 2004). In Africa, the Middle East, the Andes Region, the Pacific Islands, and south-central parts of Asia, where average family sizes are still large, boys grow up in youth-packed neighborhoods where adolescent behavioral development and the rules for social mobility are often structured by chronically underemployed young men. Here, parental authority in the home is easily overpowered by hierarchy on the streets. A youth bulge virtually guarantees that the number of school-leavers will outpace job growth, leaving even educated young men underemployed, frustrated, and resentful. The confluence of these conditions lowers recruitment costs for insurgents, terrorist networks, state-run militias, and legitimate security organizations – all of which have become employers of choice and avenues for social and political mobility.
AIDS IMPACT—CHILD SOLDIERS/HEG
AIDS creates a huge number of orphans who become child soldiers—this causes war, makes it bloodier, and causes peace efforts to fail

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

A more direct mechanism by which the new demographics of AIDS can heighten security risks is through its creation of a new pool of orphans, magnifying the child soldier problem. By 2010, over 40 million children will lose one or both of their parents to AIDS, including 1/3 of all children in the hardest hit countries. These include 2.7 million in Nigeria, 2.5 million in Ethiopia, and 1.8 million in South Africa.40 India, alone, already has 120,000 AIDS orphans. Because of both the stigma of the disease, as well as the simple fact the sheer numbers of victims will overwhelm the communities and extended families that would normally look after them, this cohort represents a new “lost orphan generation.”41 Its prospects are heartrending, as well as dangerous. Besides being malnourished, stigmatized, and vulnerable to physical and sexual abuse, this mass of disconnected and disaffected children is particularly at risk to being exploited as child soldiers. Children in such straights are often targeted for recruitment, either through abduction or voluntary enlistment driven by desperation. The ramifications are quite dangerous to stability.42 With recent changes in weapons technology that allow them to be effective fighters in low-intensity warfare, children represent an inexpensive way for warlords, guerilla groups, and other violent non-state actors to build up substantial forces irregardless of their own political agendas and local support, or lack their of. This new ease of force generation means a likely increase in the number of internal rebellions and conflicts. Moreover, the unique features of the doctrine behind turning children into soldiers means that those conflicts in which they are introduced will be inherently “messier.” These wars prevalently feature atrocities and attacks on civilians. At the same time, the lives of the child soldiers themselves are considered cheaper by those that utilize them; they tend to be employed in a loose manner, making their own losses much higher. Finally, children’s entrance into warfare is damaging to social fabric as well as their individual psyches, creating future problems down the road, even after initial conflict resolution. Child soldiers have appeared on contemporary battlefields without AIDS being present. The prevalence of a new, globalized mass of orphans, as well as a hollowing of local states and militaries, will make them ever more widespread. The ultimate result is that violent conflicts will be easier to start, greater in loss of life, harder to end, and lay the groundwork for recurrence in the following generations.

Widespread use of child soldiers crushes US hard power

SINGER 2003 ( P.W., Olin Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at The Brookings Institution and director of the Project on U.S. Policy Toward the Islamic World, Military Review May 2003)

Because of the overwhelming advantage U.S. forces have, Iraq's  child   soldiers  will not change the final strategic outcome. However, experiences from around the globe demonstrate that children make effective combatants and often operate with terrifying audacity, particularly when infused with religious or political fervor or when under the influence of narcotics. In general, children on the battlefield add to the overall confusion of battle. Such units can slow down the progress of U.S. forces, particularly in urban areas, and needlessly add to casualty totals on both sides. For professional forces, child soldiers present the essential quandary, perhaps even more difficult than the issue of civilian casualties. Children are traditionally considered outside the scope of war. Yet, now they are potential threats to soldiers' lives and missions. Using children as soldiers presents two added concerns. First, children are not seen as hated enemies. U.S. soldiers usually exhibit a great amount of empathy toward children in war-torn counties. Consequently, engagements with child soldiers can be incredibly demoralizing for professional troops and can also affect unit cohesion. For example, there was little official dilemma or controversy over Allied actions against the Hitler Jugend in 1945. The youths were fighting to defend an absolutely evil regime, and the general agreement among the Allies was that Hitler's regime had to be completely defeated. Yet, the experience of fighting against the Jugend was so unsettling to U.S. Armed Forces that troop morale fell to some of the lowest points of the entire war.(12) Likewise, British forces operating in West Africa in 2001 faced deep problems of clinical depression and post-traumatic stress disorder among individual soldiers who had faced child soldiers. (13) A second consideration is the public-affairs nightmare that surrounds the use of child soldiers. In the reports on the initial engagements with child soldiers, both the Arab and international press focused on the immediate act of U.S. soldiers shooting Iraqi children, rather than on the context that led them to be forced into such a terrible dilemma. The children were portrayed as heroic martyrs defending their homes, facing the American Goliath. This image obviously damages U.S. public information efforts to demonstrate the rightness of a cause or the special care U.S. and allied forces take to protect innocents. The potential backlash could imperil already tenuous support from regional allies and harden attitudes elsewhere against giving aid to the United States in the broader war on terrorism. The backlash could increase popular support and recruiting for terrorist groups, such as al-Qaeda, who could claim to be avenging the youth. Finally, the effect caused by seeing photographs of tiny bodies could become potent fodder for congressional criticism and antiwar protestors.(14) These points underscore the general proviso that military force should only be used when and where objectives warrant.
AIDS IMPACT—PEACEKEEPING
AIDS destroys peacekeeping efforts by undermining forces, discouraging intervention, and encouraging states to refuse peacekeeping forces—this results in regional wars world wide

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

The final linkage of the disease and security risks parallels that of that of earlier ties. Just as the dynamics of the disease endanger certain pillars of the local nation-state, so too does it strike at certain pillars of international stability and governance. In particular, AIDS presents the institution of peacekeeping, a tension calming influence in many of the world’s hotspots, with a unique challenge. As noted, a number of armies around the world have an exceptional problem of high infection rates amongst their rank and file as well as senior leadership. One of the heightening factors is frequency of deployment. The outcome is that peacekeeping forces are units that present the highest level of risks to the troops themselves, the areas in which they are deployed, and also their home states. Specifically, peacekeeping forces, often integral to limiting conflict around the world, are, in fact, among the primary mechanisms of spreading the disease at a mass level to new areas. The causes are simple: during peacekeeping operations, forces from all over the world mix in a poor, post-conflict zone, where the sex industry is one of the few still in business. In 1990s, West Africa had relatively low levels of AIDS prevalence. After the wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone brought thousands of peacekeeping troops, including from seriously infected states, the region became one of the new ‘hot zones.’43 Rates in the local populace skyrocketed, while troops from other contributing states, which had previously had low levels, became agents of spread back to their own homes. Consequently, one of the many implications stemming from high AIDS prevalence in the military is that forces will likely be less able and less willing to participate in peacekeeping operations. In fact, around 40% of present UN peacekeepers come from countries nearing high infection rates and potential ensuing collapse.44 As the disease’s force is ultimately felt internally, these militaries will be less likely to participate in voluntary, but demanding, activities such UN peacekeeping. Similarly, for most of the last decade, the US has promoted a policy of training African peacekeepers to take on African conflicts, carried out under the auspices of the African Crisis Response Initiative. The greatest challenge to this program’s success is not a political one, but that many of the militaries participating in it, as well as other regional powers such as South Africa and Nigeria, are simply being decimated by AIDS, well before they can make a difference elsewhere. As the scourge of AIDS makes peacekeeping contributors harder to find, there will also be less willingness to welcome them. Local parties are understandably reluctant to accept peacekeepers from countries with high infection rates, making the already tough task of finding and deploying a robust peacekeeping operation even more difficult. The disease also provides a new stratagem for local parties to craft the makeup of peacekeeping forces to their own advantage. In the deployment of UNMEE (the UN Mission to Ethiopia and Eritrea), one of the parties used AIDS as a pretense to exclude troops from certain states, whom it felt would not be amenable to its own political agenda. The general result is that the already weak institution of peacekeeping is in much more jeopardy in a world of AIDS than before. At the same time, a world without blue helmets is likely a less safe world.
HIV collapses peacekeeping efforts

BARKS-RUGGLES 2001 (Erica, International Affairs Fellow with the Council on Foreign Relations and a guest scholar at The Brookings Institution. She was previously a director for African Affairs at the National Security Council, Brookings Institution Policy Brief #75, April, http://www.brook.edu/comm/policybriefs/pb75.htm)

The international community is increasingly looking to African nations to contribute troops for peacekeeping operations in Africa and elsewhere. America and other donor nations have begun training and equipping African militaries to better carry out peacekeeping duties and to reinforce civilian control of troops. Regional peacekeeping forces, such as those in West Africa, can also play an important role in defending democratic governments and civilians threatened by rebels. It is in the interest of the United States and African nations to have healthy, professional militaries ready to carry out these roles, and HIV/AIDS threatens those interests.
AIDS IMPACT—PEACEKEEPING
HIV reduces peacekeeping effectiveness in many ways—this exacerbates regional conflict and genocide

FELDBAUM 2006 (Harley Feldbaum, Kelley Lee, and Preeti Patel are at the Centre on Global Change and Health, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, PloS Medicine, June 13)

In addition to peacekeepers directly spreading HIV, high rates of HIV among the militaries in troop-contributing countries may make it more difficult to staff peacekeeping missions [9,13]. High rates of HIV in the South African and Nigerian militaries in particular, which are major contributors of peacekeeping troops, may imperil African-led responses to regional crises such as that in Sudan. Countries may also be less willing to contribute personnel for peacekeeping operations if soldiers risk returning from the mission infected with HIV [9]. Among Nigerian peacekeepers in Sierra Leone, HIV prevalence increased with the length of duty, from 7% to 10% to 15% over three years (A. Adefolalu, unpublished data). If peacekeeping tours of duty continue to be correlated with increasing HIV infections, countries may begin to limit the amount of time they commit troops to peacekeeping missions. A final complication is that countries may object to hosting peacekeepers that come from countries with high HIV/AIDS prevalence [9]. In 2001, Eritrea unsuccessfully demanded that the UNSC prevent troops who were HIV positive from being deployed in peacekeeping operations on the border of Ethiopia and Eritrea [14]. Overall, there is growing evidence that the HIV/AIDS pandemic poses increasing challenges for the conduct of peacekeeping operations given the spread of HIV by peacekeepers, the reduced ability of countries to contribute peacekeepers, and the decrease in willingness of some countries to accept peacekeepers who may pose a disease risk to them.
PEACEKEEPING IMPACT
Containing regional conflict solves nuclear war with Russia

BOSCO 2006 (David, Senior Editor of Foreign Policy, LA Times, July 23, http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/sunday/commentary/la-op-bosco23jul23,0,6188365.story?coll=la-sunday-commentary)

The understanding that small but violent acts can spark global conflagration is etched into the world's consciousness. The reverberations from Princip's shots in the summer of 1914 ultimately took the lives of more than 10 million people, shattered four empires and dragged more than two dozen countries into war. This hot summer, as the world watches the violence in the Middle East, the awareness of peace's fragility is particularly acute. The bloodshed in Lebanon appears to be part of a broader upsurge in unrest. Iraq is suffering through one of its bloodiest months since the U.S.-led invasion in 2003. Taliban militants are burning schools and attacking villages in southern Afghanistan as the United States and NATO struggle to defend that country's fragile government. Nuclear-armed India is still cleaning up the wreckage from a large terrorist attack in which it suspects militants from rival Pakistan. The world is awash in weapons, North Korea and Iran are developing nuclear capabilities, and long-range missile technology is spreading like a virus. Some see the start of a global conflict. "We're in the early stages of what I would describe as the Third World War," former House Speaker Newt Gingrich said last week. Certain religious websites are abuzz with talk of Armageddon. There may be as much hyperbole as prophecy in the forecasts for world war. But it's not hard to conjure ways that today's hot spots could ignite. Consider the following scenarios: • Targeting Iran: As Israeli troops seek out and destroy Hezbollah forces in southern Lebanon, intelligence officials spot a shipment of longer-range Iranian missiles heading for Lebanon. The Israeli government decides to strike the convoy and Iranian nuclear facilities simultaneously. After Iran has recovered from the shock, Revolutionary Guards surging across the border into Iraq, bent on striking Israel's American allies. Governments in Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia face violent street protests demanding retribution against Israel — and they eventually yield, triggering a major regional war. • Missiles away: With the world's eyes on the Middle East, North Korea's Kim Jong Il decides to continue the fireworks show he began earlier this month. But this time his brinksmanship pushes events over the brink. A missile designed to fall into the sea near Japan goes astray and hits Tokyo, killing a dozen civilians. Incensed, the United States, Japan's treaty ally, bombs North Korean missile and nuclear sites. North Korean artillery batteries fire on Seoul, and South Korean and U.S. troops respond. Meanwhile, Chinese troops cross the border from the north to stem the flow of desperate refugees just as U.S. troops advance from the south. Suddenly, the world's superpower and the newest great power are nose to nose. • Loose nukes: Al Qaeda has had Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf in its sights for years, and the organization finally gets its man. Pakistan descends into chaos as militants roam the streets and the army struggles to restore order. India decides to exploit the vacuum and punish the Kashmir-based militants it blames for the recent Mumbai railway bombings. Meanwhile, U.S. special operations forces sent to secure Pakistani nuclear facilities face off against an angry mob. • The empire strikes back: Pressure for democratic reform erupts in autocratic Belarus. As protesters mass outside the parliament in Minsk, president Alexander Lukashenko requests Russian support. After protesters are beaten and killed, they appeal for help, and neighboring Poland — a NATO member with bitter memories of Soviet repression — launches a humanitarian mission to shelter the regime's opponents. Polish and Russian troops clash, and a confrontation with NATO looms. As in the run-up to other wars, there is today more than enough tinder lying around to spark a great power conflict. The critical question is how effective the major powers have become at managing regional conflicts and preventing them from escalating. After two world wars and the decades-long Cold War, what has the world learned about managing conflict?
AIDS IMPACT—MAKES WAR WORSE
AIDS magnifies the impact of war—soldiers commit genocide by deliberately spreading aids through rape

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

The relationship between AIDS and conflict also plays out in more complex dynamics. The virus itself represents not only a new weapon of war, but one that makes wars’ impact all the more catastrophic and enduring. In effect, it acts as a possible multiplier factor on the costs of war. The first mechanism is through the new tie established between rape and genocide. Rape, itself, is certainly nothing novel to warfare. In the last decade, however, it has become organized in a systematic mode and utilized for political and strategic purposes.45 For example, in the Balkans, it was undertaken in a programmatic manner at designated camps, while in Rwanda between 200,000 and 500,000 women were raped in a few short weeks. The introduction of AIDS into these conflicts makes such programs a genocidal practice.46 The chance of disease transmission is especially high during rape, due to the especially violent nature of the act (it typically causes cuts and tearing through which the virus can directly enter the blood stream of the victim). Especially disturbing is that it appears that rape is now being utilized as an intentional means to transfer AIDS to target populations. In the conflicts that have taken place over the last years in the Congo, for example, soldiers deliberately raped women of the enemy side with the stated intention of infecting them.47 Their goal was to heighten the impact of their attacks and create long lasting harm to the group. Similarly, in Rwanda, soldiers taunted women after raping them, stating that, “We are not killing you. We are giving you something worse. You will die a slow death.”48 Likewise, the disease’s spread to rural areas in Sierra Leone came from the thousands of women raped and infected by the RUF. 
AIDS IMPACT—PANDEMICS
200 million people will be living with HIV by 2020—this reduces the overall immunity of the human species and increases the risk of pandemics from re-emerging, new, and current diseases

NEWSDAY 5-31-2001 (http://www.aegis.com/news/NEWSDAY/2001/ND010505.html)

Today, with the AIDS epidemic 20 years old, about 37 million people are suffering from various stages of HIV-induced immune system problems. Twenty years into the future, according to some forecasts, the pool of human beings living with AIDS-weakened immune systems could well exceed 200 million. And that has some biologists worried about the insidious next pathogen that may surface, taking advantage of such an enormous pool of people with compromised immune systems. "I can envisage other horror scenarios," says Dr. Robin Weiss of the Wohl Virion Centre at University College in London. "Where 10 percent or more of the population is immunocompromised due to HIV infection, just imagine how previously rare opportunistic infections could rapidly evolve to become novel human-to-human pathogens." Weiss recently authored a forecast for the British science journal Nature in which he suggested: "Microbes that are poorly adapted for human infection could become well adjusted, first to the immunodeficient host and eventually to immunocompetent humans, provided they learn the tricks of human-to-human transmission. This could include free-living microbes from the environment ... as well as microbes and parasites from other animal sources." Bacteria could become increasingly drug resistant. Floating pieces of "harmless" genetic material, which are common now, could take on lethal forms. And, Weiss predicts, even if HIV comes under control by immunization, "new diseases may roam former HIV land." Such speculation may seem apocryphal, except for two points: First, the explosion of HIV is occurring at the same time as societies of the wealthy world are aging. With age, most people's immune systems deteriorate, rendering them fatally vulnerable to infections such as the flu. And such events already have occurred with HIV. Several diseases have taken advantage of the immune-compromised AIDS populations, causing not only unusual ailments in HIV-positive individuals but also communitywide outbreaks. These include cryptosporidiosis (an intestinal disease passed in contaminated water), multidrug- resistant tuberculosis, HHV-8 (a cancer-causing virus), Herpes simplex virus, vaccine-associated viruses and bacteria, Mycobactrium avium (a bird form of tuberculosis), toxoplasmosis, bird viruses and farm animal parasites. "The one I worry about is what it's going to do to TB on a large scale," says Dr. David Ho, director of the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center in Manhattan. "When I went to rural areas in China, you could just go and track the HIV epidemic by TB. And that could really take off in Asia as the epidemic blossoms. Of the ones we know about, that's the one that's so frightening." And what about the ones we don't know about? Scientists recently completed a rough sequence of the entire human genome. And among the surprises was discovery that 8 percent of all the genes in human beings are HERVs-Human Endogenous Retroviruses. Like HIV, there are dozens of retroviruses that have infected human beings, or our ancestor species, says virologist John Coffin of Tufts University in Boston. The HERVs got into human DNA thousands, even millions, of years ago, and have passed from one generation to the next. In some cases they have come to perform useful functions in human biology. Weiss has asked whether such viruses, or viral fragments, could emerge again, popping out of our DNA to cause disease.
Extinction

ZIMMERMAN AND ZIMMERMAN 1996 (Barry and David, both have M.S. degrees from Long Island University, Killer Germs p 132)

Then came AIDS…and Ebola and Lassa fever and Marburg and dengue fever. They came, for the most part, from the steamy jungles of the world. Lush tropical rain forests are ablaze with deadly viruses. And changing lifestyles as well as changing environmental conditions are flushing them out. Air travel, deforestation, global warming are forcing never-before-encountered viruses to suddenly cross the path of humanity. The result—emerging viruses. Today some five thousand vials of exotic viruses sit, freeze-dried, at Yale University—imports from the rain forests. They await the outbreak of diseases that can be ascribed to them. Many are carried by insects and are termed arboviruses (arthropod borne). Others, of even greater concern, are airborne and can simply be breathed in. Some, no doubt, could threaten humanity’s very existence. Joshua Lederberg, 1958 winner of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine and foremost authority on emerging viruses, warned in a December 1990 article in Discover magazine: “It is still not comprehended widely that AIDS is a natural, almost predictable phenomenon. It is not going to be a unique event. Pandemics are not acts of God, but are built into the ecological relations between viruses, animal species and human species…There will be more surprises, because our fertile imagination does not begin to match all the tricks that nature can play…” According to Lederberg, “The survival of humanity is not preordained…The single biggest threat to man’s continued dominance on the planet is the virus”  (A Dancing Matrix, by Robin Marantz Hening.
AIDS IMPACT—TERRORISM
AIDS causes terrorism

FLORIDA TIMES-UNION 5-2-2004

Secretary of State Colin Powell calls HIV/AIDS "the greatest weapon of mass destruction on the earth." The CIA calls it a severe security threat. The disease, which has already struck nearly 50 million people worldwide and infects almost 14,000 new people each day, is ruining economies and devastating developing nations, making them probable recruiting areas for terrorists. But will the leaders of the eight major industrialized countries, who meet June 8 for the G-8 Sea Island Summit, make the spread of HIV/ AIDS a top agenda item? Clearly, President Bush saw it as a priority when, during his 2003 State of the Union address, he made a $15 billion pledge to battle the disease and to press G-8 countries to contribute to the effort. In the second meeting of the G-8 since then, how much attention the issue gets rests with how clearly the nations -- the United States, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Canada and Russia -- see the connections between the epidemic, financial instability and terrorism. Jose da Cruz, assistant professor of political science at Armstrong Atlantic State University, has no problem connecting those dots. "It creates a breeding ground for people who have resentment toward industrialized nations," da Cruz said of HIV/AIDS. "You have a nation or continents that have lost all hope. If they know the ultimate end is going to be death anyway, terrorism becomes an option. They think, 'So what if I blow up myself ?' "
AIDS spreads anti-Americanism and causes terrorism

GARRETT 2005 (Laurie, Council on Foreign Relations senior fellow for global health, two honorary PhDs, a Pulitzer Prize, two George C. Polk Awards, the George Foster Peabody Award, grad work in immunology, “HIV and National Security:  Where are the Links?” www.cfr.org/publication/8256/hiv_and_national_security.html)

The overall strategy of Bretton Woods must be judged a success, as recent economic indicators show the ranks of middle-income countries swelling at a brisk pace. But key regions of the world that are hard-hit by HIV/AIDS are threatened with the complete reversal of the Bretton Woods–inspired achievements.1 This remarkable turn of events is coupled with a widening gap in life expectancies in the world, with the longest-living societies now surviving into their eighties, while some AIDS-plagued countries have seen their life expectancies plummet into the high twenties. This is the widest life-expectancy gap in human history, and it will only grow larger as the tens of millions of people now infected progress to full-blown AIDS, and death. The widening life-expectancy gap, along with the tremendous disparity in access to life-extending anti-HIV drugs, are fueling anti-Western, anti-American sentiments. Attempts to protect pharmaceutical patents at the expense of treating larger pools of people at lower cost are sowing discontent in many parts of the world. There is increasing concern that the nexus of poverty, HIV/AIDS, and alienation from the West could provide fertile ground for anti-Western violence, possibly terrorism. There is no support to date for assertions that people infected with HIV, or the families and orphans of those who succumbed to AIDS, are likely to be engaged in acts of terrorism. Nor is there any but abstract support for potential links between anti-Western terrorism and the HIV/AIDS pandemic. As for the future, however, it is not inconceivable that AIDS-ravaged societies might spawn movements of strong anti-Western discontent, possibly leading to acts of violence. This would particularly be the case if the wealthy nations are perceived to have abandoned poor, HIV-afflicted states.

AIDS increases terrorism

GARRETT 2005 (Laurie, Council on Foreign Relations senior fellow for global health, two honorary PhDs, a Pulitzer Prize, two George C. Polk Awards, the George Foster Peabody Award, grad work in immunology, “HIV and National Security:  Where are the Links?” www.cfr.org/publication/8256/hiv_and_national_security.html)

The 9/11 Commission recently warned the U.S. Congress: “International terrorist organizations continue to use Africa as a safe haven, staging area, or transit point to target U.S. interests. In general, the international terror threat against the U.S. and local national interests is likely to continue to grow in several parts of Africa because of porous borders, lax security, political instability, and a lack of state resources and capacities.”135 According to the U.S. Department of Defense, about a quarter of the insurgency fighters captured in Iraq in the spring of 2005 came from Africa, primarily the western Sahel region. The U.S. military is training counterinsurgency forces in that region, as well as in the Horn of Africa.136 Operatives for al-Qaeda, Hezbollah, Hamas, the Provisional IRA, and dozens of other terrorist organizations find destabilized African countries ideal settings for arms trading, and use diamonds as their untraceable, easily transported currency.137 To the degree that HIV contributes to destabilization in the region, the pandemic may enhance such terrorist opportunities. Though some observers have warned of widespread recruitment activities by terrorists in AIDS-ravaged areas of Africa,138 there is absolutely no evidence at this time linking such groups as children orphaned by AIDS or any other HIV/AIDS-related group to any terrorist organization or movement.
AIDS IMPACT—MUTATE
AIDS causes a cycle of war, intervention, and further disease spread that mixes HIV strains—this causes AIDS to mutate, go airborne, and spread worldwide

SINGER 2002 (Peter, John M. Olin Post-doctoral Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies at the Brookings Institution, Survival, Spring.  This is not the bioethicist/activist Peter Singer.)

Wars also lead to the uprooting and amalgamation of populations, bringing groups into contact that otherwise would be less likely to mix. In the DRC war, for example, not only were masses of civilians from rural provinces brought into urban centers, but soldiers from all over Africa also arrived. Such mixing may potentially be the most dangerous aspect of AIDS’s heightening of the impact of war, as it facilitates the emergence of mutations in the virus itself. Researchers have found that the conflict in the DRC has created a veritable witch’s brew of AIDS, bringing together various strains from around the continent. The results are new strains being produced that researchers have called “strange recombinants.” As one scientist noted, “We are seeing variants [of HIV] never seen before.”54 In a sense, while AIDS can cause war, be used as a weapon of war, and make that war more deadly, war is thus also a laboratory that can reverberate back on the disease itself, making it even more deadly. The consequences of this aspect thus bode danger even for those well outside the scope of the fighting. For those who can afford them, the recent development of new multidrug therapies (“cocktails”) have cut the risk of death from HIV/AIDS, leading many in the US to think that the disease is, in a sense, cured. However, there always remains the possibility of far more dangerous HIV strains, such as one resistant to these latest treatments or even one whose contagion is airborne. HIV has always displayed a high rate of genetic mutation, so this may happen regardless of any levels of violence. That said, if such deadly new strains show up one day in the US or Europe, the many linkages of AIDS and warfare will likely find its origin traced back to some ignored conflict elsewhere.
HIV is uniquely mutation prone—future mutations will make it easier to spread

NEWSDAY 5-31-2001 (http://www.aegis.com/news/NEWSDAY/2001/ND010505.html)

Finally, Weiss and his worrying colleagues wonder whether HIV, itself, might change in dangerous ways. "This virus mutates a nucleotide every time it replicates, and it replicates every eight hours," explains Dr. Jeffrey Laurence of Cornell University Medical College in Manhattan. "One of these days, by random mutation, we might get something new." Using new methods of measuring HIV mutation rates, Carrie Dykes and her colleagues from Rochester University Medical Center announced at the Cold Spring Harbor meeting that the virus may actually change itself far more rapidly than that, both through mutations and by combining bits of one HIV strain with bits from another. Every increment of HIV's genetic material mutates, on average, two times out of each 1,000 rounds of viral replication. That's a complicated way of saying HIV may, if the Dykes results hold up, be changing itself 10 times more frequently than previously thought. Such observations prompt Weiss to say that "one nightmare scenario for us would he if HIV were to change its mode of transmission ... Can we be sure that it is beyond the ingenuity of HIV to travel aboard the mouthparts during interrupted feeding of common bugs? If Yersinia petstis can switch from flea-borne bubonic plague to the air- borne pulmonary form of the disease, could HIV also sample new transmission dynamics-adding saliva, aerosol or [insect] vectors to the sex and blood it already enjoys?" 

Airborne AIDS results in extinction

POSNER 2005 (Richard, Author, Catastrophe: Risk and Response, excerpted in Skeptic, Jan 1)

Another great twentieth-century pandemic, AIDS, which has already killed more than 20 million people, (4) illustrates the importance tothe spread of a disease of the length of the infectious incubation period. The longer a person is infected and infectious---yet either asymptomatic or insufficiently ill to be isolated from the healthy population--the farther the disease will spread before effective measures, such as quarantining, are taken. What has proved to be especially pernicious about AIDS is that its existence was not discovered until millions of people had been infected by and were transmitting the MDS virus (HIV), which has an average infectious incubation period of 10 years. Given the length of that period, the only thing that may have prevented MDS from wiping out the human race is that it is not highlyinfectious, as it would be if HIV were airborne rather than being transmissible only by being introduced into a victim's bloodstream. Even by unsafe sex it is "generally poorly transmitted. For example, theprobability of transmission from a single anal receptive sexual contact with an infected partner is estimated at 1 in 100 to 1 in 500." (5) However, the length of HIV's infectious incubation period and the difficulty of transmission may be related; for, given that difficulty, were the virus unable to "hide" from its host's immune system for aconsiderable time, it would be detected and destroyed before it had a chance to replicate itself in another host. (6)
AIDS IMPACT--DEMOCRACY
AIDS destroys African democracy

BBC NEWS 6-7-2007 (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6721805.stm)

A new study shows that Aids may be killing elected officials in some southern African countries faster than they can be replaced. The report says the disease is killing these countries' most active citizens thereby undermining their democracies. South Africa's Institute for Democracy study comes as the country's third conference on HIV/Aids opens. South Africa has one of the largest HIV infection rates, with 1,000 people dying of Aids-related diseases a day. 'Silent impact' The report looked at patterns of deaths in southern Africa. It shows a sharp rise in the number of elected leaders that have died prematurely of illness. While there is still a taboo on admitting that Aids is the cause, the report says that looking at patterns of mortality before and after the Aids pandemic struck shows a clear trend. In Zambia for example, in the first 20 years from 1964 to 1984 only 6% of by-elections were held as a result of death. But in the next 10 years, 60% of by-elections were because MPs had died. In Malawi, the speaker admitted that 28 deaths of MPs were Aids related. The head of the research programme, Kondwani Chirambo, said the patterns of death mimic the mortality pattern of the general population. The study concludes that Aids is decimating the most professional, experienced and productive parts of the community - producing what they call a "silent impact" on the political leadership of the region. Constituencies are being left without MPs, the voter's roll is bloated with the names of people who have died and parties lose some of their most able and effective campaigners. Aids is not just killing some of southern Africa's most active citizens, it is undermining the democracy on which their nations depend.
AIDS IMPACT—FAMINE
AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa is creating entirely new types of devastating famine

DE WAAL AND WHITESIDE  2003 (Alex, director of Justice Africa and Programme Director of the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa; Alan, Director of the Health Economics and HIV/AIDS Research Division and a Professor at the University of Natal, The Lancet, Oct 11)

Southern Africa is experiencing a food crisis is surprising in its scale and novel in its pattern. Proximate causes of food shortages include familiar culprits such as drought and the mismanagement of national food strategies. However, this crisis is distinct from conventional drought-induced food shortages, in the profile of those who are vulnerable to starvation, and the trajectory of impoverishment and recovery. This paper proposes that these new aspects to the food crisis can be attributed largely to the role played by the generalised epidemic of HIV/AIDS in the region. It concludes that HIV/AIDS has such far-reaching adverse implications that we are facing a ‘new variant famine.’ This paper reviews the evidence for the ‘new variant famine’ hypothesis. It looks at the four key issues namely: changes in dependency patterns; losses of assets and skills associated with adult mortality; the burden of care for sick adults and orphaned children; and the vicious interaction between malnutrition and HIV infection. Despite repeated warnings that AIDS spells disaster for development there has been remarkably little systematic investigation of how AIDS might contribute to this. There is virtually nothing on HIV/AIDS, food security, famine and nutrition, The approach taken in this paper is to utilise frameworks drawn from famine theory, vary their assumptions in line with the implications of HIV/AIDS for human capital, and examine the implications. HIV/AIDS has created a new category of highly vulnerable households, namely those suffering adult morbidity or mortality. The general burden of care in both AIDS-affected and non-AIDS affected households has reduced the viability of agrarian livelihoods. The sensitivity of rural communities to external shocks such as drought has increased, and their resilience has declined. The prospects for a sharp decline into severe famine are increased, and the possibilities for recovery reduced. 

Famine in Africa is getting worse—aids causes famines even in areas with adequate rain and good environment
DE WAAL AND WHITESIDE  2003 (Alex, director of Justice Africa and Programme Director of the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa; Alan, Director of the Health Economics and HIV/AIDS Research Division and a Professor at the University of Natal, The Lancet, Oct 11)

Three features of the current food crisis have made it wider, deeper and more intractable than its predecessors. First, vulnerability is very widely spread, including across areas that are not severely affected by drought. The numbers defined as ‘in need’ by the United Nations are considerably higher than were anticipated after the poor 2001/02 rains. Second, household impoverishment has been more rapid than in earlier droughts. Third, current estimates are that, despite the return of good rains in early 2003, a high level of vulnerability will continue. The new factor that helps to explain these features is the generalised epidemic of HIV/AIDS in the region. Southern Africa is the location of the world’s worst AIDS epidemic, with most countries having HIV prevalence among adults in excess of 20%. Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana have recorded these exceptionally high levels for several years, and AIDS mortality levels have been steadily climbing. This is an immense human tragedy. It is also a severe economic loss, causing economies to grow more slowly and even contract, and impairing the functioning of institutions as they lose their key personnel. The ‘new variant famine’ hypothesis proposes that HIV/AIDS also explains these distinct new features of the food crisis. 

AIDS causes famine by reducing household income and encouraging low-quality farming—this causes famine even when food supplies exist

DE WAAL AND WHITESIDE  2003 (Alex, director of Justice Africa and Programme Director of the Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africa; Alan, Director of the Health Economics and HIV/AIDS Research Division and a Professor at the University of Natal, The Lancet, Oct 11)

Household level studies unequivocally point to a decline in agricultural production on account of the impacts of AIDS. Households afflicted by AIDS morbidity and mortality lose income, assets and skills. Households with a chronically ill member have average reductions in annual income of 30-35%. They are compelled to change their livelihood strategies, cultivating smaller areas and abandoning more high input, high output activities in favour of those that demand less labour. One of the few studies of the impact of AIDS on rural production comes from a communal area in Zimbabwe (before that country’s rapid descent into crisis). This found that an adult death resulted in a 45% decline in a household’s marketed maize, but where the cause of death was identified as AIDS the loss was 61%. Recent survey data confirms a close correlation between household labour availability and access to food. The concurrent and related TB epidemic, which also clusters at the household level, further exacerbates the difficulties for the affected categories. High-value and highly nutritious crops, such as cereals and oilseeds, are replaced by low-value and less nutritious ones, such as cassava. The production of cassava in Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe increased from 880,000 metric tonnes in 1990 to 2,036,000 metric tonnes in 1999, a reversal of previous agricultural development gains. For the purposes of explaining famine, our concern is less with the overall availability of food, than the ability of the poorest members of society to grow or buy it. Famines have occurred on occasions on which there have been no country-wide food availability declines or shortages. Thus, the micro-level studies that point to afflicted households struggling to cope indicate the emergence of a new category of poor and vulnerable people, namely those impacted by HIV/AIDS. Merely by increasing inequality, AIDS increases vulnerability to famine. Overall food availability figures mask the sharper decline in command over food entitlements among these poorest strata. 

AIDS IMPACT—TUBERCULOSIS
AIDS complicates the spread of tuberculosis—this threatens extinction

ZIMMERMAN AND ZIMMERMAN 1996 (Barry and David, both have M.S. degrees from Long Island University, Killer Germs p 85-87)

M. tuberculosis  is an opportunist.  It exploits weakness.  It may lurk hidden and undetected in an individual for many years; then, suddenly, when the person’s defenses are down, it will strike.  These defenses—the immune system, to be exact—can be brought down in different ways:  by certain therapies, such as radiation or chemotherapy; by poor health, brought on by improper nutrition, poverty, homelessness, and a lack of adequate health care; by continued reinfection, brought on by institutional living and general overcrowding; and by illness. The most frightening and potentially devastating illness with regard to TB is a relatively new disease, one that literally wipes out a person’s immune system: AIDS. It has created a scenario that is indeed chilling. Laurie Garrett, in The Coming Plague, says, “On average, infected people had a 10 percent chance of developing active [tuberculosis] sometime during their lives, and a 1 percent chance of coming down with a lethal TB illness.” (Without treatment the death figures are as high as 5 percent of those infected.) Thus of the approximately 2 billion people infected with the germ, 200 million should get the disease and 20 to 100 million should die of it. Not so. The prevalence of AIDS has turned these numbers around. Many more will become ill, and many more will die. AIDS destroys those cells in the body that combat the tuberculosis infection and wall it off. Of the 90 percent of those infected who do not normally develop active TB, most who have AIDS or are even HIV-positive do. Also, AIDS changes the very nature of the beast. M. tuberculosis is generally a slow, if methodical killer. In AIDS patients it kills with the speed of an acute bacterial infection. Also, AIDS has turned a form of tuberculosis normally found only in birds into a lethal human infection—Mycobacterium avium complex, or MAC. To compound the problem, studies have shown that not only does infection with HIV activate latent TB, but TB activates HIV, turning a nonsymptomatic HIV-positive infection into full-blown AIDS within a few months. To quote Dr. Frank Ryan, “The twin plagues of AIDS and tuberculosis [have] come together in a synergy of terror never seen before in medical history.” The bleakest outlook exists in the developing nations. In Southeast Asia close to four million people are estimated to be HIV-positive. India alone numbers more than a million. WHO estimates that no fewer than forty million Asians will be HIV-positive by the turn of the century. Many of these people are also infected with tuberculosis. Africa is in the greatest danger of all. Presently close to 200 million people are infected with inactive tuberculosis. Twenty million are HIV-positive. The dire statistics have prompted one expert at WHO to state, with despair, “Africa is lost.” If Africa is lost, then we are all lost, for no nation stands alone. The spread of disease is a global phenomenon. As a human race, we are facing the greatest public health disaster the world has ever known.
AIDS IMPACT—GENOCIDE
Failure to confront AIDS in Africa is genocide by inaction—tens of millions will die and whole nations will be destroyed

SANKORE 2007 (Rotimi, Africa Public Health Rights Campaign, World AIDS Alliance, June 25, http://www.worldaidscampaign.info/index.php/en/campaigns/in_country_campaigns/sub_saharan_africa/health_must_be_africa_s_priority_at_african_union_summit)

By coincidence, the dream of the United States of Africa is planned to be actualised by 2015, the same year the Millennium Development Goals are to be met. If Africa’s health catastrophe continues unabated we could loose another 72,000,000 lives by then. This is the equivalent of whole nations dying out within a year or a decade. Many African countries (such as Botswana, Burundi, Eritrea, Gambia, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Namibia and Swaziland) have populations of between 1-8,00,000. Most of the island countries have populations of less than a million. Even Africa’s most populous countries (DRC, Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, Sudan - with the exception of Nigeria at 130,000,000) all have populations of between 30-80,000,000. It would therefore not be an exaggeration to describe over 120 million preventable deaths between 2001 and 2015 as genocide – by inaction. In this case and for every life lost, government indifference to Public Health is the equivalent of an Interehamwe machete or Nazi gas chamber. If we were set up memorials to the preventable deaths from one year alone, we would need 100 stadiums in Africa with the capacity to each host 80,000 skulls – each a stadium of shameful silence, and a monument to government without responsibility. 
AIDS will completely destroy Africa—doing nothing is genocide by neglect and a statement that african lives don’t matter

HAWA 2006 (Rahab, Third World Network, “AIDS in Africa: Too Little Too Late,” Last Mod June 1, http://www.twnside.org.sg/title/late.htm)

They show that AIDS is now out of control, spreading fast and furiously, threatening the continent with extinction. According to the Director of the White House Office of National AIDS Policy, “We are at the beginning of a pandemic, not the middle, not the end. We certainly know before we’re able to stop this pandemic, we’ll have hundreds of millions of people infected and dead and that’s the best case scenario.” How does one explain this ongoing genocide in Africa? Why was it allowed to happen in the first place? Why was nothing done despite the warnings for more than 15 years? Recent reports reveal that the US government, including the US Centres for Disease Control (CDC), and the World Health Organisation (WHO) were aware of the threat of the global AIDS epidemic but were in a state of denial. According to The Washington Post dated 5 July 2000, two CIA officers produced a report in 1991 entitled “The Global AIDS Disaster”, which projected 45 million cases of AIDS infections by 2000 � which are fatal, and the great majority of it being in Africa. This report, known as Interagency Intelligence Memorandum 91-10005, which “foretold one of the deadliest calamities in human experience”, was received with mere “indifference”, according to the principal author. In the course of undertaking the study, the two officers, Katherine Hall and Kenneth Brown, told the Washington Post that they had encountered numerous obstacles. Speaking of one military colleague at the National Intelligence Council, Brown said: “His penetrating analysis was ‘Oh, it will be good, because Africa is overpopulated anyway’”. More than anything else, there was no serious international effort to tackle the AIDS problem. In fact, there appeared to be a deliberate policy of not doing anything. According to the Washington Post expose, “for a decade, the world knew the dimension of the coming catastrophe and the means available to slow it individually and collectively, most of those with power decided not to act”. According to the Director of AIDS Prevention at the CDC, who said: “We saw it coming and we didn’t act as quickly as we could have. I’m not sure what that says about how seriously we took it, how seriously we took lives in Africa”. There was no urgency to act. In fact, the rich countries had lost interest in AIDS, once AIDS “was no longer a threat to the West”, said Michael Merson, who would later head the WHO's AIDS programme. “In the 90s, it became clear we were not going to have a major heterosexual epidemic in the States”, he explained. Sources made available to the Washington Post revealed that the director of population, health and nutrition in USAID acknowledged that there was “the lack of political will and resources to combat the spread of HIV” and “decisions made by policy-makers and program administrators” were simply the product of a different world view and set of priorities”. This state of affairs was found to plague the WHO as well. According to the Washington Post report, the WHO’s global aids programme (UNAIDS) did not receive the support of the new Director-General Hiroshi Nakajima, who succeeded Halfdan Mahler when he retired in 1988. Nakajima was accused by the Director of UNAIDS, Jonathan Mann, of obstruction that “paralyzed our efforts completely”. With the resignation of Mann, the WHO’s AIDS programme fell apart. The AIDS epidemic was not in the list of Nakajima’s priorities. By virtually ignoring the seriousness of the disease, the WHO had undermined any effective global strategy to stop the spread of the AIDS pandemic. Earlier in 1990 and 1991, the WHO had projected that tens of millions of people will die of the disease by 2000. International agencies, like the World Bank, even found a ‘silver lining’ in the AIDS disaster sweeping Africa. In an internal World Bank study in June 1992, it was stated that “if the only effect of the AIDS epidemic were to reduce the population growth rate, it would increase the growth rate of per capita income in any plausible economic model”. Speaking to the Washington Post, South African economist Alan Whiteside said, “Only the World Bank would put that on paper”. This shameful catalogue of utter indifference, willful neglect, and denial of the looming calamity continues. James Sherry, director of programme development for UNAIDS, says it plainly: “I can’t think of the coming of any event which was more heralded to less effect. It still hasn’t changed. In terms of real deployment of resources, it hasn’t changed. The bottomline is, the people who are dying from AIDS don’t matter in this world.”
AIDS IMPACT—CONGO STABILITY
AIDS is particularly destabilizing in the democratic republic of Congo—high HIV infection rates threaten to undermine war recovery

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 2004 (Amnesty News, December 1,  http://news.amnesty.org/index/ENGAFR620262004)

However, one dimension of the violence is likely to prove one of the most lasting and difficult to heal. The DRC conflict was particularly marked by the systematic use of rape as a weapon of war. While rape has, tragically, never been far from conflict in humanity's history, in the DRC it was clearly used by armed groups as one of the main weapons against their opponents and the civilian population. In eastern DRC, members of armed groups have raped tens of thousands of women, including young girls and the elderly, as well as a number of men and boys, in order to terrorize, humiliate and subjugate civilian populations. Mass rape in the DRC has contributed to the spread of HIV, which is predicted to have a catastrophic future effect on the health of the country. The DRC National Aids Program estimates that the rate of infection has reached 20% in the eastern provinces and could threaten more than half of the population within the next ten years. Some experts believe that the HIV prevalence rate in the east may actually be much higher. In a country at the heart of a continent so decimated by Aids, this has stark implications for the ability of DRC to recover from its recent conflict-scarred history. 
War in Congo kills millions of people, destroys plant biodiversity, collapses the world economy, causes terrorism, and spreads Ebola world wide

AFRICA NEWS 2-1-2001

Laurent Kabila's rule and its aftermath matter a great deal, even to the United States. It is extremely important for individual nations to look beyond the immediate and direct consequences of the Congo chaos. The Congo problem is an insidious disease that has the potential to damage both poor and rich economies, regardless of geographical location. And yet the assassination of its leader failed to garner significant attention, especially among the rich industrialised economies. The US and its European Union allies seemed not to care, apparently due to the perception that Congo is currently insignificant to their national interests. That view is seriously flawed. The statement that the Democratic Republic of Congo is "a country almost the size of Western Europe, rich in diamonds, cobalt, gold and a range of other precious metals" has been repeated ad nauseam. It is a misleading statement because it provides incomplete information and detracts from relevant issues. It is erroneous to evaluate the importance of a country simply on the basis of its deposits of "diamonds, cobalt, gold and a range of other precious metals." What about a country's forest cover, for instance? How many useful tree species are becoming extinct due to the mismanagement that arises from poor governance in the country? The rain forests in South America are a concern to all nations, so why is Congo's vast flora and fauna of no consequence? Even if Congo's natural wealth were limited to "precious metals," it is equally foolhardy for a rich industrialised country to lose interest simply because its major multinational companies have an insignificant stake in mining the metals. If it matters that diamonds from Sierra Leone are being used to perpetuate a horrific war, it should matter that looted Congo diamonds can be used by Uganda or Rwanda to prolong the Congolese conflict. The ease of pinpointing the culprits in Sierra Leone does not lessen the need to do the same with respect to the more complicated situation in Congo. Regardless of Congo's geological and botanical characteristics, the country is still important due to the globalisation of disease. For instance, the whole world was justifiably alarmed by the outbreak of Ebola in Uganda. There are unconfirmed reports that the source of that deadly disease was Congo, where Uganda's soldiers are fighting with and training the rebels. Given the possibility that the epicentre of Ebola is in war-torn Congo, it is reasonable to care about the Congo war in the fight against Ebola. Even if killer diseases have no way of spreading from Congo to other more "important" countries, such as Angola and Uganda, it is still rational to care about ending the Congo war. For instance, Uganda receives a hefty helping from international aid agencies in the noble fight against poverty. Unfortunately, it is highly likely that some of that aid directly or indirectly enables the Uganda government to prop up its favourite Congolese warlords. Thus, ignoring the Congo war can jeopardise the fight against poverty in Uganda. Even if none of the aid to Uganda is diverted to the Congo war, the war could contaminate the prescriptions for economic recovery in the Great Lakes region. For instance, coffee is a major source of export earnings for Uganda. Thus, in crafting Uganda's economic plans, it makes sense to determine the country's coffee export capacity. It is judicious to consider the possibility that some of the coffee, which is attributed to Uganda, actually originates from the area of Congo under Ugandan control. Thus, ignoring the situation on the ground in the Congo could debase the economic medicine for Uganda. Ignoring Congo could also threaten the national security of rich countries. The combination of an ineffective national government in the Congo and disinterest among the club of industrialised nations could create a haven for terrorist networks. For instance, given the fact that Congo is about the size of Western Europe, the inattention of the US government could enable an Osama bin Laden to set up shop in that vast country. Even if terrorist networks are shut out of Congo, the lives of millions of people are worth the inconvenience of keeping tabs on the country. Millions of innocent people in the former Zaire have lost their lives since the current war began in the mid-1990s.
AIDS IMPACT—BIRD FLU
The prevalence of HIV in Africa increases the risk of pandemic bird flu mutations

HEALTH DAY 11-17-2005 (http://www.iconocast.com/News_Files/HNews11_17_05/Health5.htm)

The bird flu virus may have an easier time mutating into a deadly pandemic form if it infects people with HIV/AIDS, a U.S. flu expert said at a conference in New York City sponsored by the Council on Foreign Relations. If the deadly H5N1 bird flu virus infects people with HIV/AIDS -- who have weakened immune systems -- the virus could become better adapted and more dangerous to humans, said Dr. Robert Webster of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, Tenn. Currently, the H5N1 virus cannot pass easily between people. Webster noted that immune-compromised cancer patients have difficulty clearing normal flu viruses from their systems and can produce copies of a flu virus for weeks, BBC News reported. The same thing could happen in people with HIV/AIDS who contract bird flu. Being able to reproduce for long periods inside humans would provide ideal conditions for the H5N1 virus to mutate into a more infectious form, Webster said. He said a crisis could erupt when the H5N1 virus reaches East Africa, where many people have HIV/AIDS, BBC News reported.
AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa will cause widespread immune failures—this gives bird flu an opportunity to mutate and become a global pandemic

NATAP 2005 (National AIDS Treatment Advocacy Project, Nov 29, http://www.natap.org/2005/newsUpdates/112905_04.htm)

Scientists are concerned that HIV/AIDS carriers who contract Bird Flu could mutate the Flu virus into a more easily transferable form, warning that this might trigger the feared international pandemic. Noted US virologist Dr Robert Webster warns that people with compromised immune systems will not be able to fight off influenza, and could carry it for much longer than healthy people, allowing it to mutate in their bodies to a form which more easily spreads in humans. Scientists have already found that Avian Flu will mutate in such a way, and that a long period in a person with a compromised immune system will allow the mutation to occur more quickly. The greatest concern is currently for people living in South Africa, where there is the world's highest number of people living with HIV/AIDS. Bird Flu has presently infected about 125 people in South East Asia, and has spread to Asia, home to the second largest number of people living with HIV/AIDS in the world. Should Avian Flu be contracted by someone with HIV/AIDS in one of these two regions, scientists warn that the influenza virus could quickly spread into a pandemic.
AIDS IMPACT—OIL SHOCKS
AIDS causes oil shocks

GARRETT 2005 (Laurie, Council on Foreign Relations senior fellow for global health, two honorary PhDs, a Pulitzer Prize, two George C. Polk Awards, the George Foster Peabody Award, grad work in immunology, “HIV and National Security:  Where are the Links?” www.cfr.org/publication/8256/hiv_and_national_security.html)

For the wealthy nations and countries with HIV infection rates below 1 percent of the population, the pandemic’s links to national security may begin with resources and petroleum. There is mounting evidence that the pandemic is driving up the cost of mining for precious metals. As many wealthy countries shift toward greater dependence upon African and Russian oil supplies, mounting HIV rates in those regions pose concerns.
AIDS TURNS U.S. ECON
AIDS in Africa hurts US economy and trade

BARKS-RUGGLES 2001 (Erica, International Affairs Fellow with the Council on Foreign Relations and a guest scholar at The Brookings Institution. She was previously a director for African Affairs at the National Security Council, Brookings Institution Policy Brief #75, April, http://www.brook.edu/comm/policybriefs/pb75.htm)

The economic unit hit hardest by HIV/AIDS, however, is the family—especially as businesses and governments under stress reduce benefits and shift costs to them. Studies in several countries in Africa have shown that in families with an HIV/AIDS-infected adult, children eat less and are less likely to attend school, because they must work to replace lost income and care for the sick adult. In one study of Cote d'Ivoire households experiencing HIV/AIDS-related deaths, spending on schooling dropped by 50 percent and food consumption decreased by 41 percent, while health care costs quadrupled. The cost to families and individuals will also reduce discretionary spending and the demand for consumer goods, which could affect American exporters as well as local producers. In South Africa, JD Group, a leading local manufacturer of small appliances and furniture, found that increased spending on HIV/AIDS-related expenses would reduce discretionary spending on durable consumer goods. To ensure its market base, it opened retail outlets in Eastern Europe. Shrinking markets in AIDS-affected countries in the developing world could reduce investment and increase inflation, further slowing already sluggish growth and reinforcing the macroeconomic downturn predicted by the World Bank. With 42 percent of American exports destined for developing countries, the effect of HIV/AIDS on some of the largest developing markets in the world could harm U.S. exporters.
***2NC RUSSIA IMPACT
RUSSIA PGM 2NC

Russian economy is strong and platinum group metal development is strong
ITAR-TASS 6-23-2011 (“Western companies optimistic about future of Russian economy,” http://www.itar-tass.com/en/c39/171919_print.html)
Despite the corruption and bureaucracy in Russia Western companies are looking at the future of the Russian economy with optimism. Most of them plan to increase local investment. The size of the Russian market and its dynamics are the reason. The Association of European Businesses (AEB) and the Institute for Marketing Research GfK-Rus have summarized a survey of AEB member-companies. According to the survey, 72% of the respondents plan to increase investments in Russia this year and 75% of companies are satisfied with business development prospects in Russia. The purpose of the survey was to analyze Russia's investment climate and the needs of European businesses. The top managers of AEB member companies acted in the role of respondents. The participants in the survey represented Germany (12%), France (11%), Great Britain, the Netherlands, the USA (10%), Sweden (9%), Finland, Switzerland (6% each), Austria, Italy, Russia (4% each) and others (13%). Most of these companies provide consulting services (24%), financial services (14%), work in the automotive industry (10%), engineering and construction (10%) on the market of consumer goods (FMCG), and in the retail sector (10%). Among the main reasons for entering the Russian market most respondents mentioned its scale (71%), as well as its positive trends (49%). These most important criteria meet the expectations of most members of the AEB: 75% of companies are satisfied with business development prospects in Russia. Most companies (69%) reported that their turnover in Russia this year has increased. The main obstacles to business development in Russia the members of the association pointed to were legal restrictions (42%), and the lack of qualified personnel (26%). Despite the fact that the AEB members do not expect quick improvements in terms of corruption (44%) and bureaucracy (40%), the respondents look into the future of the Russian economy with optimism: most of the investors (72%) expect short-term growth (over one or two years to come) and long-term growth (lasting 6-10 years). "The results of this survey did not surprise us,” the Banki.ru portal quotes the AEB chief executive officer, Frank Schauff, as saying. “The European investors are attracted by the size and potential of the Russian market. Nevertheless, corruption and lack of qualified personnel can inhibit business growth. Russia needs to address these challenges to ensure continued sustainable development." As one of the authors of the survey, general director of the GfK-Rus company, Alexander Demidov, explained to Nezavisimaya Gazeta, the optimism of AEB members is growing. "According to the survey, in 2010 70% of the questioned chiefs of the AEB member-companies reported an increase in the turnover, and only 13% declared a downturn,” he said. “Another interesting fact is in 2011 there will increase investment, turnover and profit. This certainty was expressed by 72%, 79% and 71% respectively." The third conclusion of the survey, he said, was very odd - one of the main obstacles in Russia (in addition to the perennial corruption and bureaucracy) the European businesses complain about is lack of qualified personnel. As Demidov explained, when they decide to go in business in Russia, Europeans as a rule hope for a generally high level of education and the availability of qualified personnel. "Initially foreigners are attracted by the generally high level of education and training, as compared with that in other countries, whereas in reality they are confronted with an acute shortage of qualified specialists," said Demidov. The deputy director of the department of trade and sales of equities at the UFS Investment Company, Alexei Kozlov, is quoted by the periodical as saying it is a paradox the basic, secondary education in Russia remains quite high, but further instruction and vocational training over the past quarter of a century has deteriorated significantly. Meanwhile, analysts believe that foreign investors will be coming to Russia regardless of who becomes president in 2012. Analyst Alexandra Lozova, of Investkafe, who is quoted by the agency FINAM, is one of those who shares this view. The expert recalls that President Dmitry Medvedev at last week’s St. Petersburg International Economic Forum went to great lengths in attempts to attract investors. He outlined the plans for reforms and a large-scale privatization program. "However, the absence of Prime Minister Vladimir Putin from the forum alarmed investors," she said. "Western analysts tend to believe that the investment community will perceive Vladimir Putin’s return to the presidency as a comeback of the old, raw materials export-pegged model of the economy and the failure of reform. The outflow of capital from Russia is called as one of the indicators of investors' uncertainty. The net outflow in 2010 amounted to about 35.3 billion dollars (approximately 2.4% of the GDP), and in the first four months of 2011 it reached approximately 30 billion dollars," the analyst said. However, in her opinion, "no matter who wins the election in 2012, investors will continue to come to Russia." "Just look at the special presentation prepared for the forum – the facts and figures about Russia," the expert pointed out. “In 2009, for example, we were the world’s leader in oil production and the second largest producer of natural gas. Russia has 18% of the world reserves of iron ore, 11% of gold, 9% of nickel and the same amount of platinum group metals. Russia is among the four largest world producers of grain, sugar beet and milk. The country has a population of approximately 142 million, 74% of them have higher education (a tremendous number of educated people in comparison with other BRIC countries, where the percentage of people with higher education is at a maximum of 26%). In 2010 93% of the economically active population was employed." The analyst also recalls that from 2001 to 2010 Russia saw an influx of 280 billion of direct investment. "This, of course, is a very low parameter in relation to the scale of the country’s economy. But the dynamics shows that, despite the crisis and the change of top officials foreign capital keeps pouring into Russia," Lozovaya said.
RUSSIA PGM 2NC
Platinum group metals are key to the Russian economy
BUSINESS WIRE 7-6-2010 (Research and Markets: Metals & Mining Industry in Russia 2010 - an Entire Coverage of the Metals and Mining Industry in Russia, http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20100706005576/en/Research-Markets-Metals-Mining-Industry-Russia-2010)

Russia remains one of the worlds largest mineral producers, accounting for 20% of nickel and cobalt production, 5-7 % of coal and iron ore production, and also a large share of the output of some non-ferrous and rare earth metals, platinum group metals, diamonds, apatite and potassium salts. Russia also contains important reserves of nickel, gold, silver, platinum group metals and diamonds. To date, approximately 20,000 mineral deposits have been explored, of which more than one-third are currently being mined or developed. While these deposits account for only five per cent of the country's explored mineral resources, they contain over 70 percent of Russia's total natural reserves. Raw metals and aluminum comprise the largest share of Russian exports (65 per cent). While this vast resource base has obvious appeal, for many years there was debate about the business stability in Russia's mining sector. Investors and potential resource developers worried about the absence of clear business rules, the reliability of partners and return on investment. Some companies undoubtedly had their fingers burned, but today the Russian Government and industry are attempting to create a more stable climate to support growth in sales, investment and employment. There are significant opportunities for mining, exploration and investment companies, although obviously some care is required. The mining industry is strategically important and is one of the most important industries in the Russian economy. Besides ongoing modernization in the existing mining and refining companies that are active in the mineral sector, a comprehensive effort is currently taking place to prospect for new mineral deposits.
Nuke war
FILGER 2009 (Sheldon, author and blogger for the Huffington Post, “Russian Economy Faces Disastrous Free Fall Contraction” http://www.globaleconomiccrisis.com/blog/archives/356)

In Russia historically, economic health and political stability are intertwined to a degree that is rarely encountered in other major industrialized economies. It was the economic stagnation of the former Soviet Union that led to its political downfall. Similarly, Medvedev and Putin, both intimately acquainted with their nation’s history, are unquestionably alarmed at the prospect that Russia’s economic crisis will endanger the nation’s political stability, achieved at great cost after years of chaos following the demise of the Soviet Union. Already, strikes and protests are occurring among rank and file workers facing unemployment or non-payment of their salaries. Recent polling demonstrates that the once supreme popularity ratings of Putin and Medvedev are eroding rapidly. Beyond the political elites are the financial oligarchs, who have been forced to deleverage, even unloading their yachts and executive jets in a desperate attempt to raise cash. Should the Russian economy deteriorate to the point where economic collapse is not out of the question, the impact will go far beyond the obvious accelerant such an outcome would be for the Global Economic Crisis. There is a geopolitical dimension that is even more relevant then the economic context. Despite its economic vulnerabilities and perceived decline from superpower status, Russia remains one of only two nations on earth with a nuclear arsenal of sufficient scope and capability to destroy the world as we know it. For that reason, it is not only President Medvedev and Prime Minister Putin who will be lying awake at nights over the prospect that a national economic crisis can transform itself into a virulent and destabilizing social and political upheaval. It just may be possible that U.S. President Barack Obama’s national security team has already briefed him about the consequences of a major economic meltdown in Russia for the peace of the world. After all, the most recent national intelligence estimates put out by the U.S. intelligence community have already concluded that the Global Economic Crisis represents the greatest national security threat to the United States, due to its facilitating political instability in the world. During the years Boris Yeltsin ruled Russia, security forces responsible for guarding the nation’s nuclear arsenal went without pay for months at a time, leading to fears that desperate personnel would illicitly sell nuclear weapons to terrorist organizations. If the current economic crisis in Russia were to deteriorate much further, how secure would the Russian nuclear arsenal remain? It may be that the financial impact of the Global Economic Crisis is its least dangerous consequence.
PGM PRICES KEY

High prices allow Russia to massively expand PGM exports

HILLIARD 2001 (Henry, USGS, “Platinum-Group Metals,” US Geological Survey Minerals Yearbook—2001, http://large.stanford.edu/courses/ph240/usui1/docs/550401.pdf)
Russia.—Russia, the world’s leading palladium producer, set off a dramatic increase in PGM prices when its normal deliveries of metal to markets were disrupted from January through late February. As the year proceeded, the onset of global economic slowdown and the terrorist attack on the United States in September, caused a sharp price drop as holders of the metal sold into the market. It appeared that Russia took advantage of the price spike early in the year by delivering nearly 78,000 kg of palladium to Zurich, Switzerland, in the first quarter. Then, in an attempt to minimize the effect of that action, Ghokran, the Central Bank, Almaz (Almazjuvelirexport), and RAO Norilsk Nickle—entities that control Russian palladium supplies and sales—made announcements supportive of the market. The announcements suggested that a centralized sales policy was being put in place, that Russian supplies of palladium were sufficient but would not be “dumped” onto the market, and that the excessive downward price movement was not acceptable. No new Russian supplies were delivered during the last months of 2001 when prices were near lows for the year. In addition, Norilsk’s proposal to increase production and recovery of PGM, announced early in 2001 when prices were high, was no longer mentioned. Meanwhile, for the first time ever, alluvial producers in the Far East of Russia—at Kondyor and Koryak—obtained export quotas for PGM. However production at these operations are believed to be at lower levels than in the late 1990s (Johnson Matthey plc, 2002, p. 9-10; Platts Metals Week, 2001c). Russia has the potential to increase its production of PGM by more than 40% in the next few years, according to a study led by the U.S. Geological Survey. The study was based on previously unavailable published Russian information on the PGM content of reserves at RAO Norilsk in East Siberia and Norilsk’s development plans. Norilsk produces almost all of Russia’s PGM, approximately 50% of the world’s palladium, and 15% of the world’s platinum (Bond and Levine, 2001).
PGM KEY TO RUSSIAN ECON

PGMs allow Russia to check economic downturns—2008 proves

HECHT 2011 (Andy, investor and commodity trader with extensive experience in Russia, “Why it Pays to Watch Russia,” The Sovereign Investor, May 23, http://sovereign-investor.com/2011/05/23/why-it-pays-to-watch-russia/)
Russia is a commodity powerhouse. It is a significant producer of precious metals (i.e. gold, silver and platinum group metals), base metals (i.e. nickel, aluminum, copper) and energy (i.e. natural gas, oil). As a major exporter of these raw materials, what happens in the country can be an important indicator of how commodity markets will move. For instance, drought conditions in 2010 led to a poor wheat harvest. As a result, Russia banned exports and wheat prices skyrocketed. The contacts I’ve established there over the years have kept me in the loop when events occur that could impact these markets. But even just watching Russia developments through simple news reports can help you translate how certain commodity prices could move. This has made and saved me a lot of money over the years in the commodity markets. In 2008, for example, the Russian ruble collapsed during the global financial crisis. The government began dumping strategic stockpiles of important natural resources to keep the economy afloat. This contributed to the sharp correction in prices we witnessed from late-2008 into early-2009.
***AFF

DEMAND FALLING

Platinum demand will fall due to substitution

MINEWEB 2007 (“Palladium substitution caps platinum demand,” May 22, http://www.mineweb.net/mineweb/view/mineweb/en/page35?oid=21258&sn=Detail)
Growth in platinum demand is limited by its more affordable sister palladium increasingly used to manufacture both gasoline and diesel autocatalysts. David Jollie of Johson Matthey told Mineweb the increased use of palladium in autocatalysts would not stop platinum demand from increasing but would place a ceiling on future growth. This comes as the substitution of platinum by palladium in autocatalysts is set to grow this year and in future. Johnson Matthey is a speciality chemicals company focused on catalysts, precious metals and fine chemicals. The use of palladium in autocatalysts grew to 4.02m ounces last year from 3.87m ounces in 2005 and the palladium component of a platinum-based diesel autocatalyst rose from a very low base (around 0%) to around 10% last year. Gasoline autocatalysts comprised of about 70% palladium and the balance platinum in 2005 and just below 75% palladium and the balance platinum in 2006. The growing price differential between platinum and palladium over recent years has provided car manufacturers an incentive to switch catalyst formulations for gasoline vehicles from those based on platinum and rhodium to palladium-rhodium technology.
BRAIN DRAIN KEY
Brain drain is the limiting factor on African growth
PLOCH 2009 (Lauren, Congressional Research Service, May 1, Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports and Issue Briefs, May 1)

As Africa's largest economy, South Africa has been affected by therecent global economic downturn, and its retail, mining, and manufacturing sectors have declined. Economists warn that South Africa's unemployment rate could rise in 2009, with the country losing up to 300,000 jobs. (52) As discussed above, however, the economy is expected to rebound in 2010. Some analysts have highlighted the country's executive "brain drain" as one of greatest threats to South Africa's economic progress. They also suggest that the outcome of the debate over the role of state assistance may have the greatest effect on the country's capability to meet ASGISA goals.
Brain drain causes AIDS—undercuts all other solutions

JOHNSON 2004 (Hilde, Norway's minister of international development, New York Times, Dec 1, http://www.nytimes.com/2004/12/01/opinion/01iht-edjohnson_ed3_.html)

During a recent visit to Malawi, I learned that there are more Malawian doctors in Manchester, England, than in all of AIDS-ravaged Malawi. Tragically, Malawi is far from unique. Across much of Africa there is a critical shortage of health-care personnel as doctors and nurses give up their jobs in despair, succumb to AIDS themselves or leave in search of more rewarding work in Europe and North America. Wednesday is World AIDS Day — a day for celebrating progress against a global scourge, but also a day for acknowledging challenges. While more money has been made available for AIDS treatment and prevention, too many African health-care workers are poorly trained, poorly deployed and poorly motivated. Worst of all, there are just too few of them, and in some places their numbers are falling. Unless this personnel crisis is resolved, money and medicine will be wasted. In Malawi I was told that only one in four newly educated health workers will take a job in the Malawian health-care sector. Among the other three, one will leave health care because of poor working conditions, one will emigrate to a more affluent country and one will die from AIDS or some other illness. Health systems across Africa may lose up to 20 per cent of their workers to AIDS, and the strain on those who survive is made worse by emigration. In 2001, 473 nurses from Zimbabwe registered to work in Britain. That might sound like a small number, but the total number of nurses who qualified in Zimbabwe that year was 737. In Zambia, of the more than 600 doctors trained since independence in 1964, only 50 are still in the country. Botswana's Ministry of Health estimates that achieving universal coverage of AIDS treatment alone would require doubling the current nursing workforce, tripling the number of doctors, and quintupling the number of pharmacists. The shortage of health workers is a global problem, but no place is more bereft than Africa. There are only 0.8 health workers per 1,000 inhabitants in Africa, compared with 10.3 in Europe and 9.9 in the United States. Moreover, as the European and American demand for health services increases, so does active recruitment from selected countries in Africa and Asia. The result is a drain of knowledge and skills from poor to rich. The imbalance is also growing within developing countries, as health workers move from rural to urban areas, from public to private services and from health-care jobs to other jobs or unemployment. People have a right to move, of course, to escape poor working conditions, lack of opportunity and low pay. But the scale of the AIDS pandemic means that more health-care workers must be encouraged to stay, through decisive action to increase motivation and productivity and to improve the training and recruitment of new personnel. Africa's health ministries cannot do this on their own. They need help from governments and the international community, as well as nongovernment organizations and the private sector. We all have a stake in Africa's health personnel crisis. Work-force policies, pay and the size of the public sector are deeply political issues. But the institutional inertia now thwarting progress must be overcome. At the international level, we must address the effect of global labor-market forces on Africa's under-financed health systems. Richer countries must reconsider how they generate and recruit health-care workers. The economic policies of developing countries also need reassessing — including by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund — to achieve a balance between macroeconomic and social objectives. Service delivery and quality must not be sacrificed at the alter of short-term macroeconomic targets. The personnel crisis in African health care goes beyond similar shortages in education and other sectors. Not only are health-care skills highly exportable, but the consequences of this particular talent drain can be measured in lives lost among the millions of AIDS victims in Africa. In dealing with the double crisis of AIDS and personnel shortages, we will need new political solutions and a broader sense of accountability at both the national and global levels. In a few days, world leaders will meet in Abuja, Nigeria, to identify urgent follow-up actions to help achieve the health-related Millennium Development Goals set by the United Nations. Today's personnel crisis in African health care is one of the main items on the agenda. Solving the personnel crisis is one of the most urgent tasks in our effort to combat AIDS, and to achieve sustainable development in general. To succeed, we must join forces and take a holistic approach.

AGRICULTURE KEY

Agriculture and fertilizer access are key to African economic growth and stability

EILITTÄ 2006 (Marjatta, International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development, “Achieving an African Green Revolution: A Vision for Sustainable Agricultural Growth in Africa” http://www.africafertilizersummit.org/Background_Papers/01%20Eilitta--Achieving%20an%20African%20Green%20Revolution.pdf)
Africa’s food security situation is quickly worsening, and if not addressed through concerted, large-scale international ef-forts, the situation will become critical, requiring increasingly greater investments. • Soil nutrient mining, caused by continuous cropping in the ab-sence of fertilizer inputs, is an important contributor to food insecurity, poor agricultural productivity, deforestation, and loss of wildlife habitats, and is making many of Africa’s formerly more productive farmlands nearly uncultivable. • Agriculture needs to be the number one priority in Africa’s development agenda. Agricul-ture employs at least 65% of the labor force and its performance has a direct impact on the food security and economic wellbeing of this large segment of the society, and numerous more indirect impacts on the performance of national economies. • Productivity-enhancing in-puts, particularly fertilizers, have an indispensable role in achieving agricultural growth in Africa. African farmers will use fertilizer if it is available to them at a price they can af-ford and when appropriate fer-tilizer blends and amounts are used, their crops do respond to it. Worldwide and in countries that benefited from the Green Revolution, fertilizers have fueled the growth of agricul-tural productivity.
NO INFRASTRUCTURE

Weak infrastructure limits African growth

THE STAR 7-5-2011 (“Africa needs $930bn capex this decade; zz AfDB spells out infrastructure shortages,” lexis)
Africa needs an estimated $93 billion (R621bn) a year, over the next 10 years, to spend on infrastructure, according to the African Development Bank (AfDB). That amount is needed in addition to the $45bn a year countries are already spending on capital investment and maintenance. The figures appear in a report entitled Telling Africa's Development Story, which was launched at a presentation in Johannesburg yesterday. To make matters worse, inefficiencies in implementing infrastructure projects cost $17bn annually, the report says. It notes that efforts to upgrade technical and managerial skills should minimise costs, along with the creation of institutional, legal and regulatory frameworks for public-private partnerships. According to the report, inadequate infrastructure leaves more than 60 percent of Africa's population without access to electricity, about two-thirds of the rural population with no roads and 95 percent of agriculture without irrigation. "The poor state of infrastructure in sub-Saharan Africa cuts economic growth by 2 percentage points a year and reduces productivity by as much as 40 percent," the AfDB report says.
Lack of transport limits African export growth

THE STAR 7-5-2011 (“Africa needs $930bn capex this decade; zz AfDB spells out infrastructure shortages,” lexis)
The least-developed sector in Africa, compared with other developing regions, is the rail network - "with few additions since the colonial period". The theme is picked up in a separate AfDB report on ports, logistics and trade, which illustrates how African countries have missed out on opportunities. If Africa's share of world exports had remained constant since the mid 1970s, this report says its export revenue would be almost 10 times larger than its current value. Poor infrastructure has contributed to the failure to export more. According to the report, infrastructure gaps account for 40 percent of transport costs for coastal countries and 60 percent for landlocked countries. Barriers include high transaction costs in ports; outdated, low-capacity port facilities; a shortage of regional hubs in the port sector; and the anti-competitive behaviour of private transport operators. Barriers for trade with Africa's 15 landlocked countries are even higher. An example is Chad, where import prices are 1.3 to 1.8 times higher than the cost of the product at origin; and export prices on arrival in Europe are 1.7 times the production cost of timber and 2.8 times for coffee. "Weak physical infrastructure along the logistics chain is one of the key factors that prevents African countries from successful integration into the world trading system."
UNIQUE TURN
African growth is low now and mining dependence is bad

THE STAR 7-5-2011 (“Unrest to slash growth in north Africa,” lexis)
Unrest in north Africa will leave that region with growth of less than 1 percent this year, according to Mthuli Ncube, the chief economist at the African Development Bank (AfDB). At a presentation in Johannesburg yesterday Ncube said, if north Africa had grown at last year's pace of 4.7 percent, overall growth in Africa would have reached 5.1 percent this year, instead of the 3.7 percent currently projected. The occasion was the launch of the African Economic Outlook (AEO), compiled by the AfDB, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development and the UN Economic Commission for Africa. Ncube said Africa faced a two-track growth path, with the best outcome in east Africa which would surge 6.7 percent, followed by west Africa with growth of 5.9 percent, central Africa 5.3 percent and southern Africa 4.5 percent. A country comparison shows the outlook is worst in Libya, where rebel forces are attempting to oust embattled leader Muammar Gaddafi. Ncube estimated that the Libyan economy would contract 19 percent. And he predicted that Ivory Coast, also prey to political turmoil, would also be in negative territory, shrinking 7.3 percent. Growth estimates for Tunisia and Egypt are put at 1.1 percent and 1.6 percent,respectively. The star performer, according to the AEO, will be the west African country of Ghana which recently struck oil, with projected growth of 12 percent this year. The resource-rich Democratic Republic of Congo will follow with growth of 8.4 percent. Among the other strong performers, will be Zimbabwe, now climbing out of an economic pit after many years of economic contraction, with growth of 7.8 percent; Mozambique 7.7 percent and Botswana 6.9 percent. South Africa will grow a projected 3.6 percent. Africa's expected performance contrasts with that in the developed world. Last month the International Monetary Fund predicted the advanced economies would grow 2.2 percent, while global growth would average 4.3 percent. Much of the impetus for Africa's growth is coming from high commodity prices. A report which forms part of the AfDB development series, says Africa has about 30 percent of global mineral reserves and is a major producer of gold, platinum group metals, copper, nickel, diamonds, aluminium, uranium, manganese, chromium, bauxite and cobalt. It noted that, while resources underpinned growth, resource dependence brought economic and political problems and could threaten the livelihood of indigenous communities.
DEPENDENCE TURN

Dependence on mining will hold back African economies—shifting away from the sector is the only means for long-term growth

YUMKELLA AND DAVIES 5-17-2011 (Kandeh K. Yumkella is Director-General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization. Rob Davies is South Africa's minister of trade and industry,” “Namibia; South of the Revolution,” Africa News, Lexis)
Could the changes unfolding in the Arab north usher in an Africa-wide industrial revolution? If so, it would mean shifting from production of commodities to higher-value manufactured products. It would also mean looking objectively at the concept and aims of international development cooperation beyond the lifespan of the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Manufacturing is undoubtedly the principal propellant in transforming human and natural resources into economic value - beneficiation, as we call it in southern Africa. It is here that Africa's natural resources come into play. According to the United States Geological Survey, Africa holds 90% of the world's deposits of cobalt, 90% of its platinum, 50% of its gold, 98% of its chromium, 64% of its manganese, 33% of its uranium, and 80% of its columbite-tantalite. The continent also ranks first or second in world reserves of bauxite, industrial diamonds, phosphate rock, vermiculite, and zirconium. Hydrocarbon reserves in Africa are estimated at 80-200 billion barrels. The current value of sub-Saharan Africa's mineral reserves is conservatively put at $1.2 trillion. The benefits of such natural capital should provide greater income and investment in structural change. But Africa's export trade is still dominated by primary commodities. Nowadays, a ton of African titanium sand brings about US$100 in export revenues, whereas a ton of titanium alloy brings US$100 000 - but to countries outside Africa. There are less than four years to go before we reach the MDG finish line. Much progress has been made. But have we really confronted the fact that to achieve the targets - especially on eradicating extreme poverty and hunger - we need decent jobs for the rapidly growing, urbanized, and youthful populations of Africa? And that this in turn requires annual GDP growth rates in excess of 7%? Growth of this type requires a paradigm shift in economic development policy, as well as international cooperation beyond 2015. We need to think more broadly and deeply. We must embrace structural change and push for the diversification of Africa's productive base away from over-dependence on raw materials and mining.
DUTCH DISEASE TURN

High mining revenues cause Dutch disease and undermine development

BREISINGER AND THURLOW 2008 (Clemens Breisinger and James Thurlow, International Food Policy Research Institute, “Asian-driven Resource Booms in Africa: Rethinking the Impacts on Development,” Paper to be presented at 11th GTAP Conference, Helsinki, June 12-14, 2008, https://www.gtap.agecon.purdue.edu/resources/download/3834.pdf)
Debate continues over the economic benefits of mineral and oil resources.1 Traditional arguments suggest that resource booms limit structural diversification and technology accumulation, and generate rent-seeking and corruption that undermine effective spending of windfall gains (Gelb et al. 1988; Auty 1990). This is the well-known “Dutch disease” that has occurred in countries like Nigeria and Zambia, which have so far failed to translate resource abundance into equitable and sustainable growth. From this perspective, the current boom will be a curse for development as it will keep African countries locked in a resource-based development trap. An opposing view sees miningled growth as one of the few opportunities that low-income African countries have to catch up with countries in other regions (Collier 2006; Page 2006; Goldstein et al. 2006). Historical evidence supports this counterclaim as well. Countries like Chile and Indonesia have demonstrated that mining-led growth can lead to more diversified economic growth if governments maintain macroeconomic stability and use the returns from natural resources to make appropriate investments (Temple 2003). From this more optimistic perspective, the current resource boom could help finance the investments needed to push Africa out of its development trap. Many of the arguments surrounding resource booms and mining-led growth were informed by pre-structural adjustment conditions in Africa, when mines were stateowned and their profits (or losses) greatly influenced government revenues. However, privatization and the subsequent foreign ownership of African mining could reduce some of the negative consequences of resource booms. Because mining profits are now remitted abroad, their negative exchange rate effects are offset. Conversely, difficulties in taxing foreign mining companies may prevent governments from turning natural resources into public investments that can offset the negative consequences of Dutch disease. In this paper we consider the impact of resource booms on Africa, paying particular attention to how privatization may have altered the transmission channels determining the economic outcomes from resource booms. We first review the effects of the current boom and examine how the relationship between the mining and public sectors has been altered by privatization. We then use Zambia as a case study and develop a simple economywide model to examine the impact of the resource boom on economic structure and income distribution. We find that while privatization has significantly altered the effects of the resource boom on household incomes and government revenues, the boom still exacerbates resource competition and worsens diversification and income inequality. Thus, despite a positive growth-effect, the threat of Dutch disease remains, although its effects are less severe than they were before privatization. We also find that raising mining taxes from current low levels will provide African countries much needed revenues, but may exacerbate the negative effects of Dutch disease. African governments therefore find themselves caught in an increasingly challenging situation: to turn the current resource boom into an opportunity for accelerated economic development they must raise taxes to finance public spending, but in doing so they risk worsening its negative consequences.
Mining dependence causes Dutch disease which collapses the economy—there’s no offense because rising currency values will undermine the mining industry itself

POWER 2010 (Michael Power, strategist at Investec Asset Management, “Guest Post: Africa must beware of Dutch disease,” http://blogs.ft.com/beyond-brics/2010/05/13/guest-post-africa-must-beware-of-dutch-disease/#axzz1RFZW3eyM)
It is not an easy time to tell resource-rich emerging countries that the recent improvement in commodity prices – if handled incorrectly – might prove a curse in the disguise of a blessing. Memories of the credit crunch, when prices plummeted and some economies were pushed to the edge, are still fresh. But commodity-rich countries must act pre-emptively to offset the potential ravages of the Dutch disease which typically involves the hollowing out of job-rich industries through an overvalued exchange rate. One country grappling with this challenge is South Africa. Dutch disease was a risk acknowledged by former president Tabo Mbeki who, in an interview with the Financial Times, highlighted the “obverse results” that Africa’s economic engagement with Asia had produced. The positive aspects of demand from China and elsewhere in Asia for Africa’s resources had to be balanced against the challenges that low-cost Chinese industrial production created for Africa’s nascent industrial sectors. Yet, despite this foreboding, South Africa now exhibits clear evidence of having caught the Dutch disease. If we are facing a multi-year bull market in commodity prices driven by both a resource-hungry Asia and a likely return of a structurally weak US Dollar, then a number of resource-rich countries like South Africa need to guard against repeating the illusory progress they have seemingly enjoyed since 2001 – illusory because whilst they were consumption-rich, they were poor in production and therefore in long-term employment-creation. Economists are usually in two minds as to what to do if rising resource prices create an export bonanzas. As always, the purists argue that markets will adjust to achieve the best overall results. They counsel against interfering in foreign exchange markets to keep even so-called ‘commodity currencies’ competitive, often accusing those that might be tempted to do so of ‘neo-mercantilism’. They point the finger at Asian exporters with their managed currencies, big trade surpluses andr burgeoning foreign exchange reserves. The purists regard such behaviour as blots on the economic landscape, even if the reserves are wisely managed through Sovereign Wealth Funds. Fortunately not all economists agree with this criticism. Some argue exchange rate intervention is appropriate. Their most persuasive justification is that ultimately the bonanza comes from a wasting resource and may well be short-lived, in which case surpluses should be managed on behalf of the young and unborn and involve an intergenerational transfer of wealth. This rationale is sufficient justification but it does not tell the whole story. Intervention may also be necessary to offset the damage to industry done by a supercharged currency, damage that has recently happened in many resource-rich countries; Russia has been a prominent victim. As in South Africa, Russia’s post-2001 consumer-led boom was largely furnished by imports. Domestic producers unable to compete with cheaper imports have been forced to shutter factories and lay off workers. One unacknowledged and perhaps surprising consequence of this squeeze is that even the export industries of these countries that should have prospered may actually have fared poorly in the past seven years. In South Africa, gold export volumes have plummeted reflecting an inability for even gold miners to make profits in a strong Rand environment.
NO ESCALATION

War in Africa does not escalate

ALEXANDER 1995 (Bevin, Professor and Director of the Inter-University Institution for Terrorism Studies, The Future of Warfare)

The United States also will be reluctant to enter into conflicts in Africa, unless a major outside power tries to gain control of a region, as was the case with Soviet incursions during the Cold War, or unless one power attempts to corral the supply of vital minerals such as cobalt, chromium, or manganese.  Without such incursions, African conflicts constitute little international danger because the continent does not possess enough inherent military or economic power to threaten the world.  That is why the United States has ignored, militarily at least, the civil wars or ethnic conflicts in Rwanda, Liberia, Chad, Mozambique, Sudan, and elsewhere.  It intervened in Somalia primarily to halt starvation.
