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1AC—Status Quo
Contention one is the status quo---

By 2020, 80% of lock systems will fail

Heintz et al. 9 James Heintz Associate Research Professor & Associate Director Robert Pollin Professor of Economics & Co-Director Heidi Garrett-Peltier Research Assistant Political Economy Research Institute “How Infrastructure Investments Support the U.S. Economy: Employment, Productivity and Growth,” http://americanmanufacturing.org/files/peri_aam_finaljan16_new.pdf

Approximately 2.6 billion short tons of commodities are transported on U.S. navigable waterways each year—an extremely cost-efficient transportation system (Army Corps of Engineers, 2005). The Army Corps of Engineers maintains and operates the inland waterway system which includes 257 lock systems nationwide, the average age of which is 55 years. According to the American Society of Civil Engineers, by 2020 80 percent of the lock systems will be functionally obsolete without new infrastructure investments (ASCE, 2005). The estimated cost of updating all the lock systems is $125 billion. 

1AC—Plan

Plan: The United States federal government should substantially increase its investment in Army Corps waterway development projects.

1AC—Competitiveness

The United States inland waterway infrastructure is eroding – that threatens competitiveness – all current investments fail and our lock systems are functionally obsolete 

Scott, 12- 

(ASCE New Source, “ASCE Tells Congress More Must Be Invested in Inland Waterways,” http://www.asce.org/ascenews/shorttakes.aspx?id=25769808619) 

Testifying on April 18 before the U.S. House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment, James A. Rossberg, P.E., M.ASCE, the Society’s managing director of engineering programs, said that efforts by the administration and Congress to address the growing investment deficit in waterways infrastructure have largely been ineffectual because of political considerations that give precedence to deficit reduction and tax cuts over the badly needed restoration of critical infrastructure. “We can sum up the present situation concisely,” Rossberg said before the subcommittee chair, Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio), and the ranking minority member, Tim Bishop (D–New York). “These policy failures at the White House and in Congress threaten the nation’s economic competitiveness in a global economy. “ASCE’s 2009 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure gave the nation’s inland waterways a grade of D–, an indication that the system is near failure. Neither [the] president nor Congress has done anything in the years since to improve upon that extremely dismal assessment by adopting a long-term, systematic approach to improve the performance and condition of our national waterways.” The Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment deals with water resources development, water pollution control, water infrastructure, conservation and management, and hazardous waste cleanup. It held the April 18 hearing to receive expert testimony on how the reliability of inland waterways systems will affect the country’s economic competitiveness. Rossberg began by citing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Great Lakes and Ohio River Navigation Systems Commerce Report, 2008 in telling the subcommittee that the United States has more than 25,000 mi of inland, intracoastal, and coastal waterways. The federal government improves and maintains almost 11,000 mi, or about 45 percent, of the total channel length. This includes dredging and the installation and maintenance of such navigation structures as locks, dams, dikes, revetments, and groins. The federal and state governments, along with port authorities and carriers, he said, share responsibility for the nation’s waterway transportation system. The inland waterway transportation industry, he explained, is characterized by extensive cooperation and coordination on the part of the public and private sectors, and the waterway navigation projects that facilitate safe passage for vessels are maintained by the Corps of Engineers. “Because of their ability to move large amounts of cargo, the nation’s inland waterways are a strategic economic and military resource,” stressed Rossberg. “An analysis by the U.S. Army War College concluded that ‘the strategic contributions of these inland waterways are not well understood. The lack of adequate understanding impacts decisions contributing to efficient management, adequate funding, and effective integration with other modes of transportation at the national level. Recommendations demonstrate that leveraging the strategic value of U.S. inland waterways will contribute to building an effective and reliable national transportation network for the 21st century.’” The administration’s budget proposal for fiscal year (FY) 2013 for the Corps of Engineers would provide $4.7 billion, a decrease of more than 5 percent from the $5 billion approved for the current fiscal year. Rossberg said that ASCE believes this level of spending is insufficient to meet the country’s national security, economic, and environmental needs in the 21st century. “The president’s budget for FY 2013 is inadequate to meet the needs of an aging waterways infrastructure and must be increased,” said Rossberg. “Congress must increase funding for the Corps in the coming fiscal year in order to protect an essential economic asset and ensure American competitiveness in the 21st century. “The administration’s proposal for FY 2013 would reduce construction funding from $1.694 billion to $1.471 billion, a reduction of 13 percent. Operations and maintenance funding would be down slightly, from $2.412 billion to $2.398 billion. The Mississippi River and tributaries account would decline from $252 million to $234 million, or seven percent. Investigations—the money used to complete project feasibility studies—would go from $125 million to $102 million, a decline of 18 percent. In all, the [Corps of Engineers] civil works program budget for FY 2013 would be cut from $5.002 billion in FY 2012 to $4.731 billion in FY 2013, an overall reduction of 5.4 percent.” Rossberg told the subcommittee that ASCE recommends $5.2 billion in new budget authority for the Corps of Engineers in FY 2013 to account for inflation and to halt the continuing decline in funding for the Corps’s work. This level of funding is necessary to ensure safe infrastructure and a sound economy. Pubic investment in inland waterways, he said, is needed throughout the country to reverse the present course of declining infrastructure. “Forty-seven percent of all locks maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were classified as functionally obsolete in 2006,” he told the subcommittee. “Assuming that no new locks are built within the next 20 years, by 2020 another 93 existing locks will be obsolete, rendering more than 8 out of every 10 locks now in service outdated. Most locks now are anywhere from 50 to 70 years old. “The current system of inland waterways lacks resilience. Waterway usage is increasing, but facilities are aging and many are well past their design life of 50 years. Recovery from any event of significance would be negatively impacted by the age and deteriorating condition of the system, posing a direct threat to the American economy.” 

The current system makes US products uncompetitive – lack of investment is putting the US behind

Gibbs, 4/18-

(Bob, Chairman of house committee on transportation and infrastructure, subcommittee on water resources and environment,  Committee Hearing, Lexis) 

In this Committee hearing, we're dealing with how Reliability of Inland Waterway Systems Impacts Economic Competitiveness. And I'll start here with my opening statement and we'll turn it over to our Ranking Member official. Again, welcome. Transportation savings are key factor in economic growth. As fuel prices continue to escalate, waterway transportation becomes an even more viable alternative for shippers. But an unreliable transportation system will inject uncertainty in the decisions made by U.S. farmers and manufacturers, making U.S. products more uncompetitive in world markets. While the Nation's ports are rightfully called the Nation's gateways, the inland navigation system provides access to foreign export markets for manufacturers and commodity producers. Water transportation is most fuel efficient, least polluting, safest, and least expensive means of moving cargo. In addition, waterways provide freight mobility for products that are too large to move by any other means. There are also some industries located on the river that are completely dependent on the inland waterway system to bring in raw materials to their facilities. Trade, especially global trade, is increasing. That means the need for transportation services will continue to grow and grow rapidly. The question is not whether it will be by the rail or truck or boats that will be of most benefit. The question is whether or not we can produce an efficient and integrated network of airports, railroads, highways, waterways, and ports that can respond to a changing world economy. We are trying to run this bill for a Nationally integrated transportation system with an infrastructure that was largely built before the World War II. We don't do that for roads, railroad, or aviation while there is room for improvement in those sectors as well. In general, we have modernized in most areas and our economy has benefitted from those investments. But when it comes to inland waterway system, we have been investing too slowly for too long. Fifty seven percent of our inland system is more than 50 years' old and 37 percent of that system is more than 70 years old. It is literally falling apart and we're falling behind. Navigation outages along the system are increasing. For instance, the Ohio River outages have increased from 25,000 hours in 2000 to 80,000 hours today. This trend of increasing outages is expected to continue. While it affects the reliability of the system, it also foretells the likelihood of a major physical failure at one of the structures. Without some rehabilitation and rebuilding, we can expect to pay more each year for increasingly unreliable system. The corps engineers are charged with maintaining and improving inland waterway system with the authorities and the funding provided by Congress each year. For decades, the Corps has made to do with constraint funding, leaving the commanders with no choice but to defer some maintenance projects and reduce operations at some of the locks (ph). I'm concerned that the Corps reduces the efficiency of some parts of the system. Our sailors (ph) are adversely affected. If this cycle is not broken, we are going to lose water transport as a viable part of our inland water transportation system, completely diverting cargo from water to rail that would require hundreds of thousands or additional railroad cars and additional 25,000 locomotives. If a cargo that is currently moved by the waterway have to move by truck, it would require an additional 58 million trucks, moving in already on congested highways annually. After Hurricane Katrina, it became obvious that the warning signs were there all along that many experts had been telling us for years that conditions were ripe in the New Orleans area for a disaster. Today, we are getting a similar warning on the Nation's inland waterway system of transportation. Finding alternative ways to move cargo will be expensive if not impossible. And if transportation costs go up, the competitiveness of American products in the world market goes down. So addressing, and I just would add, I think some of our competitors in the world markets are making those investments and that puts us in a disadvantage and uncompetitiveness that will cost us in the long run. So addressing the infrastructure needs of the inland waterway system is not about economic benefits to a few barge companies. It's about keeping American farms and manufacturers and businesses competitive and growing American jobs. Letting the inland waterway system decline further would be an economic disaster to add to the Nation's already significant fiscal problems. Having an inland waterways system that is a viable alternative will keep costs down among all modes of transportation. If you take inland waterways out of the mix in terms of transportation options, costs would go up, American products become less competitive in the global marketplace, and that means lost jobs. That's why I can say I am a fiscal conservative, and I support investing in America where those expenditures stoke the fires of our economic engines and create jobs throughout our economy. For a tiny percentage of the $1 trillion failed stimulus program in 2009 or the $450 billion jobs program recently suggested by the Administration, we could spend the $8 billion necessary to recapitalize the inland waterway system -- that is to finish the projects under construction and begin and finish the slate of authorized projects. Given our economic conditions, I know that coming with additional public money is going to be a huge challenge. So I think it makes sense to explore financing options. The Administration has suggested a new lockage fee and Inland Waterways User Board has developed a comprehensive plan of increased user fees and changes to the current cost-sharing arrangement. By these ideas to deserve more consideration, I think it is time to think further outside of the box and consider enhanced public-private partnerships. A significant part of project delays has come from project funds being partialed out to Corps engineers in small amounts that drag the project out over many years than necessary. Perhaps a private investor can supply other funds needed upfront and paid back over the extended period of time. I think this is a possible paradigm worth exploring. I welcome our witnesses today and I look forward to hearing from you, and at this time, I will yield to my Ranking Member, Mr. Bishop, for any comments you may have. 

Maintaining the waterway systems is necessary to reverse this and increase US competitiveness 

Mica, 11-

(John L., Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, September 19, “HEARING TO FOCUS ON INLAND WATERWAYS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM,” http://transportation.house.gov/news/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1396) 

 Washington, DC – A Congressional hearing on Wednesday will focus on the importance of the nation’s system of inland waterways, and the challenges in maintaining this aging but economically important transportation system.

The U.S. Inland Waterways Transportation System is the nation’s most cost-effective and energy efficient means for transporting commercial goods, especially major bulk commodities like grain, coal, and petroleum products. This transportation system is also a key component of state and local economies and job creation efforts and is essential in maintaining economic competitiveness and national security.

Benefits of the system are numerous. Barges moving on waterways are safer, more fuel efficient, and less polluting than other means of transportation. One 15-barge tow on a river can carry as much cargo as 216 rail cars or 1,050 large trucks. Thirty-eight states are directly served by the Inland Waterways Transportation System, constituting 630 million tons of cargo valued at more than $180 billion annually, at an average annual savings of $9.2 billion.

Many of the facilities on the system are 50 years old or more, and delays and congestion on the aging system can cause transportation cost increases. Keeping these costs low benefits U.S. consumers and makes U.S. products more competitive on the world market. 

Maintaining an export-based economy is necessary for competitiveness and economic growth

Ketels, 10-  

(Christian, Harvard Business School faculty at Professor Michael E. Porter's Institute for Strategy and Competitiveness, “Export Competitiveness: Reversing the Logic,” http://www.isc.hbs.edu/pdf/WB_Export_Competitiveness_March2010.pdf) 

 In Porter’s competitiveness framework (Porter, 1990; Porter, 1998), competitiveness essentially means productivity. Productivity is at the heart of the framework, because it is seen as the critical driver of long‐term sustainable prosperity, the outcome that is seen as the relevant ultimate objective of economic policy. This is an important point because many export‐led policies were motivated more by intermediate objectives like generating jobs or creating export revenues to cover import costs or serve foreign debt obligations. There is nothing wrong with these objectives but they are neither necessary nor sufficient for prosperity growth. More specifically, competitiveness means the level of productivity that companies can achieve in a location given the full breadth of conditions that affect their activities there. It is the structured approach towards organizing these conditions and the systemic relationships between them that is at the heart of the competitiveness framework (Porter et al., 2008). Empirical work has confirmed the high correlation between strong performance on these conditions and prosperity levels across countries (Porter et al., 2008). Exports have a dual role in this framework; they (and a number of others with the same quality, including imports, FDI, and investment) are intermediate indicators and enablers of competitiveness. They are signs of underlying competitiveness – the more productive you are, the more you will be able to sell, all else equal. But they are also contributors to competitiveness – the more you export, the more you are exposed to foreign competition and ideas which in turn will improve your capabilities and push you to make better use of the capabilities you already have. The observation that exports contribute to competitiveness even though they are not a fundamental driver provides a rational explanation for why export‐ oriented policies have still fared much better than other policies, for example import substitution, even if they have not been an unqualified success. 

Export based economies are critical to foreign-direct investments – that sustain the US economy 

Zhang, 5- 

(Kevin, Department of Economics, Illinois State University, “How Does FDI Affect a Host Country’s Export Performance? The Case of China,” http://faculty.washington.edu/karyiu/confer/xian05/papers/zhang.pdf) 

 An empirical assessment of the role of foreign direct investment (FDI) in a host country’s 

export performance is important, since exports have been for a long time viewed as an engine of 

economic growth. There is a widely shared view that FDI promotes exports of host countries by 

(a) augmenting domestic capital for exports, (b) helping transfer of technology and new products 

for exports, (c) facilitating access to new and large foreign markets, and (d) providing training 

for the local workforce and upgrading technical and management skills.

Foreign direct investments stop conflict among states – outweighs trade

Polachek et. Al, 8-

(11-28, Solomon, “Globalization and International Conflict: Can FDI Increase Peace?,” http://www.city.academic.gr/special/events/economics_and_security09/2006/10-polachek.pdf) 

The main mechanism through which FDI influences international relations is similar to the way trade influences international relations. FDI benefits both home and host countries. If the home country of the MNC or the host country’s government initiate conflict and as a result direct investment decreases, then many of the gains are lost.  We argue that in order to protect these gains, both governments will reduce conflict and promote cooperation, much like why the governments of trading partners try to maintain a peaceful relationship with each other. The advantage of FDI for the home country comes from multinationals, the FDI agents. In most economies, the scale of production of multinationals leads to their using the most advanced technology and management techniques, along with large R&D investments. This can result in high payoffs for the national economy and as a result it can lead to multinationals potentially having a high degree of influence on the policies adopted by the government of the home country.  The advantages of FDI to the host country are more obvious. Direct investment in the host country brings new technologies, management techniques and human capital.  Some of these may be non-rival goods and therefore can be shared by local firms. Specifically, FDI can generate productivity spillovers which might be captured by local firms. Through these spillovers, the host country can achieve what it could not through domestic investments or trade in goods and services. Furthermore, multinationals provide training to their workers and the increase in worker  productivity could be beneficial to local firms if these workers switch employers later on. In addition to these spillovers, multinationals may provide intermediate inputs at a lower cost to the host country and demand inputs from local firms. They also contribute to host countries’ fiscal revenues through corporate taxes. In contrast to short term capital inflows which could destabilize the host country economy, the long-term nature of FDI makes it more stable and therefore is less disruptive to the national economy. 4  In fact, empirical evidence suggests that FDI has a positive and significant effect on the growth of real per capita income of the host country (see for example, Borensztein, et.al 1998, Khawar, 2005). If the home country of the MNC or the host country’s government initiate conflict and as a result direct investment decreases, then many of the gains are lost. We argue that in order to protect these gains, both governments will reduce conflict and promote cooperation, much like why the governments of trading partners try to maintain a peaceful relationship with each other However, a careful examination of the comparative advantage of FDI may yield stronger reasons why it may reduce interstate conflict more than trade. Direct investment has certain attributes that trade does not possess. For example, its long term nature differentiates it from trade. In the case of trade, one country can change its partners more frequently and easily when an adverse situation is encountered. For example, if war breaks out between two countries, the traded goods can be held or delayed, or even transferred to another destination. The loss resulting from the termination of trade between these two countries can be minimized. Yet this is not the case for FDI. Once investments are made, multinationals cannot withdraw investments arbitrarily. The loss resulting from interstate conflict can continue for a long time with the cost not being recovered. Based on this, multinationals may use their power to push both governments, or at the very least the home government to adopt cooperative policies rather than conflictual ones. In addition, the host government may be induced to adopt cooperative policies in order to demonstrate a friendly image towards FDI in order to attract further investments from other countries. Therefore, the resulting consequence is likely to be cooperative relationships between countries and less conflict.  

Manufacturing competitiveness is also necessary to sustaining the economy 

Ignite, 11- 

(December, US Manufacturing Competitiveness Initiative, “Voice of American Labor Leaders on Manufacturing Competitiveness,”) 

 Perspectives on America’s Economic Future Like those who participated in the previous Ignite reports, the state of the U.S. economy and the potential fallout of other global economic crises were also of significant concern for the labor leaders participating in this report. While most participants expressed concern about the speed of the current economic recovery, some were optimistic and felt the upcoming 2012 elections and the current softening of the U.S. dollar would result in increased economic activity and some manufacturing jobs returning to the United States. Still, a majority of the participants felt there was a reasonable chance the U.S. economy would fall back into another recession within the next 12 months. Participants consistently expressed concern that factors necessary to drive the economy toward a sustained and robust recovery today or in the near term are not present. Many noted the absence of net exports, limited employment opportunities and the lack of substantial business investment, as well as expiring trade agreements, as clear signals that the U.S. economy could get worse before it gets better and, therefore, likely result in continued high unemployment. While participants applauded recent hiring activity in the U.S. manufacturing sector, they felt more could be done (e.g. incentives for hiring U.S. workers) to accelerate the rate and volume of new hires. Partici- pants also expressed concern about the long-term sustainability of recent hires, noting fears that such jobs might be lost again in the near future if the economy stalls. Many also felt the jobs crisis was the most important issue impacting the economy today, describing the U.S. debt situation as a “fake debate” centered on an issue that is not as urgent as other challenges impacting the U.S. economy. Participants described U.S. debt as an important long-term issue that will need to be addressed to ensure a healthy, growing U.S. economy for generations to come. In addressing public policy centered on job creation in the United States, a majority of the labor leaders felt legislation like the American Jobs Act would not exacerbate the U.S. deficit, and welcomed what appears to be increased dialogue and efforts by policymakers to jumpstart the U.S. economy through job creation. Concern, however, was expressed about the pending retirement of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and how the economy would react to the absence of government-led efforts. Many of the participants felt that getting the U.S. economy back on track will require the development and adoption of a broad and long-term U.S. manu- facturing strategy. Doing so, according to the labor leaders, would eliminate many uncertainties about the future of manufacturing in America, and result in inspirational goals and objectives that incentivize manufacturers to increase investments in R&D and create jobs in the United States. 

The plan is also necessary to generating jobs 

Toohey, 6/18- 


president and chief executive of Waterways Council Inc. (Michale, “JOC TENS: U.S. National Policy Should Include Capital Investment for Inland Waterways Infrastructure,” http://www.joc.com/joc-tens/joc-tens-us-national-policy-should-include-capital-investment-inland-waterways-infrastructu) 

The United States needs a national policy that includes the waterways and its infrastructure, and helps put Americans back to work at the same time. Here are 10 ways why: 1. Jobs! Jobs! Jobs! The most important advantage our waterways can bring to America is family wage jobs. There are currently more than 20 navigation projects authorized by Congress that could begin putting U.S. workers back on the job. Let us invest in our nation’s lock and dam system today for a more prosperous tomorrow. 2. Exports for U.S. products: President Obama has called for the doubling of our nation’s exports over the next five years. A noble goal that will increase our country’s prosperity, yes, but without an efficient waterways infrastructure to move increased volumes of grain, for example, this will not be an achievable goal. 3. Traffic congestion relief: One 15-barge tow of dry bulk cargo keeps 1,050 trucks off our nation’s already overly congested highways, or another 216 railcars rolling through our communities. 4. Fresher air: The inland waterways transportation sector has a lower carbon footprint because it generates fewer carbon dioxide emissions than rail or truck for each ton of cargo compared to transporting that same cargo by these other modes. 5. Energy efficiency: Barges on our inland system can move one ton of cargo 576 miles on one gallon of fuel — more the 100 miles more than rail transport and 400 miles more than truck transport. This matters now more than ever as we seek ways to be less dependent on foreign oil. 6. Bolstering our economy: 624 million tons of cargo moves annually on the inland waterways, equaling around $70 billion that goes back into the U.S. economy. And more than $9 is returned to the nation in transportation cost savings for every $1 that is invested in a navigation project. 7. Multibeneficiaries: The inland waterways system benefits many Americans, including those who use it for recreation, municipal and industrial water supply, hydropower and flood control. Many communities along our inland waterways benefit from economic development opportunities, and private property owners enjoy higher property values because of the steady pools of water created by locks and dams on our inland waterways. 8. Safest mode: Our fundamental goal is to return our workers safely home to their families. Thus, inland waterways transportation boasts the lowest injury and fatality rates compared to rail or truck. Safety-related statistics for all modes of freight transportation show one injury in the inland marine sector for every 125.2 in the rail sector and 2,171.5 in the highway sector, and one fatality in the inland marine sector for every 22.7 in rail and 155 in highway. 9. Connecting the country: Our inland waterways system includes 12,000 miles of commercially navigable channels and around 240 lock sites. These inland marine highways transport commodities to and from 38 states throughout the nation’s heartland and the Pacific Northwest; they serve industrial and agricultural centers, and facilitate imports and exports at gateway ports along the Gulf Coast. Just like Lewis and Clark’s discovery expedition to find new trade routes for a young America, our waterways keep America moving today and will do so tomorrow as well. 10. Capacity to feed the world: Our capital development plan for the United States’ navigable waterways system is building for the future. Unlike the truck or rail industries, we can accommodate the Panama Canal expansion, containers on barge, and the increased exports that will help feed the world’s inhabitants, expected to grow to 9 billion by 2050. 

The plan necessitates Agriculture Competitiveness 

ASA, 11- 

(June 27, American Soybean Association, “ASA: more funds for inland waterways,” http://m.deltafarmpress.com/soybeans/asa-more-funds-inland-waterways-maintenance
maintenance 

The American Soybean Association (ASA) has joined with the National Grain and Feed Association, other producer groups, processors, and input suppliers, alerting the Congressional Appropriations Committees about the urgent need for additional resources to dredge and repair inland waterways that have been damaged by historic high water levels. "Agricultural producers, processors and exporters rely on the entire Mississippi River system and share concern about the impact recent floods in the Midwest will have on the river system," said Steve Wellman, ASA First Vice President and a soybean producer from Syracuse, Neb. "More than 60 percent of U.S. soybean exports moved to world markets through the Port of South Louisiana via the Mississippi River and its tributaries." A modern and efficient inland waterways transportation system is vital to maintaining U.S. agricultural competitiveness in the world market. As the U.S. system continues to face delays and closures attributable to low drafts and crumbling locks and dams, competitors are increasing expenditures on their own transport infarstructures, thereby eroding the competitive advantage long enjoyed by the United States 

Ag trade encourages growth

Edmondson- USDA- ‘8

William, U.S. Agricultural Trade Boosts Overall Economy, FAU-124 Economic Research Service/USDA
U.S. agricultural trade has a positive effect on most sectors of the economy. The farm sector’s $45.8 billion of output associated with agricultural exports more than offset the $30.5 billion of farm output implicitly lost because of agricultural imports. The nonfarm sectors, including food processing, gained $10.8 billion in total output, creating about 43,600 jobs and generating $4.7 billion in income. The U.S. economy gained a net $26 billion in output (after the theoretical loss to agricultural imports is considered). Outside of farming and food processing, the United States theoretically lost a net $2.6 billion from direct agricultural trade, that is, exports minus imports of agricultural goods that are neither farm nor processed goods, but gained $14.3 billion in total output because the direct plus indirect value of these exports was greater than that of the imports. Although there were imports of nonfarm, nonfoodprocessing of greater value than exports in 2006, the U.S. exports of this category generated more total output than imports did in the economy.
This results in great power conflict—economic growth is vital to prevent the collapse of U.S. hegemony.

Khalilzad 11 — Zalmay Khalilzad, Counselor at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, served as the United States ambassador to Afghanistan, Iraq, and the United Nations during the presidency of George W. Bush, served as the director of policy planning at the Defense Department during the Presidency of George H.W. Bush, holds a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, 2011 (“The Economy and National Security,” National Review, February 8th, Available Online at http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/print/259024, Accessed 02-08-2011)

Today, economic and fiscal trends pose the most severe long-term threat to the United States’ position as global leader. While the United States suffers from fiscal imbalances and low economic growth, the economies of rival powers are developing rapidly. The continuation of these two trends could lead to a shift from American primacy toward a multi-polar global system, leading in turn to increased geopolitical rivalry and even war among the great powers.

The current recession is the result of a deep financial crisis, not a mere fluctuation in the business cycle. Recovery is likely to be protracted. The crisis was preceded by the buildup over two decades of enormous amounts of debt throughout the U.S. economy — ultimately totaling almost 350 percent of GDP — and the development of credit-fueled asset bubbles, particularly in the housing sector. When the bubbles burst, huge amounts of wealth were destroyed, and unemployment rose to over 10 percent. The decline of tax revenues and massive countercyclical spending put the U.S. government on an unsustainable fiscal path. Publicly held national debt rose from 38 to over 60 percent of GDP in three years.

Without faster economic growth and actions to reduce deficits, publicly held national debt is projected to reach dangerous proportions. If interest rates were to rise significantly, annual interest payments — which already are larger than the defense budget — would crowd out other spending or require substantial tax increases that would undercut economic growth. Even worse, if unanticipated events trigger what economists call a “sudden stop” in credit markets for U.S. debt, the United States would be unable to roll over its outstanding obligations, precipitating a sovereign-debt crisis that would almost certainly compel a radical retrenchment of the United States internationally.

Such scenarios would reshape the international order. It was the economic devastation of Britain and France during World War II, as well as the rise of other powers, that led both countries to relinquish their empires. In the late 1960s, British leaders concluded that they lacked the economic capacity to maintain a presence “east of Suez.” Soviet economic weakness, which crystallized under Gorbachev, contributed to their decisions to withdraw from Afghanistan, abandon Communist regimes in Eastern Europe, and allow the Soviet Union to fragment. If the U.S. debt problem goes critical, the United States would be compelled to retrench, reducing its military spending and shedding international commitments.

We face this domestic challenge while other major powers are experiencing rapid economic growth. Even though countries such as China, India, and Brazil have profound political, social, demographic, and economic problems, their economies are growing faster than ours, and this could alter the global distribution of power. These trends could in the long term produce a multi-polar world. If U.S. policymakers fail to act and other powers continue to grow, it is not a question of whether but when a new international order will emerge. The closing of the gap between the United States and its rivals could intensify geopolitical competition among major powers, increase incentives for local powers to play major powers against one another, and undercut our will to preclude or respond to international crises because of the higher risk of escalation.

The stakes are high. In modern history, the longest period of peace among the great powers has been the era of U.S. leadership. By contrast, multi-polar systems have been unstable, with their competitive dynamics resulting in frequent crises and major wars among the great powers. Failures of multi-polar international systems produced both world wars.

American retrenchment could have devastating consequences. Without an American security blanket, regional powers could rearm in an attempt to balance against emerging threats. Under this scenario, there would be a heightened possibility of arms races, miscalculation, or other crises spiraling into all-out conflict. Alternatively, in seeking to accommodate the stronger powers, weaker powers may shift their geopolitical posture away from the United States. Either way, hostile states would be emboldened to make aggressive moves in their regions.

As rival powers rise, Asia in particular is likely to emerge as a zone of great-power competition. Beijing’s economic rise has enabled a dramatic military buildup focused on acquisitions of naval, cruise, and ballistic missiles, long-range stealth aircraft, and anti-satellite capabilities. China’s strategic modernization is aimed, ultimately, at denying the United States access to the seas around China. Even as cooperative economic ties in the region have grown, China’s expansive territorial claims — and provocative statements and actions following crises in Korea and incidents at sea — have roiled its relations with South Korea, Japan, India, and Southeast Asian states. Still, the United States is the most significant barrier facing Chinese hegemony and aggression.

Given the risks, the United States must focus on restoring its economic and fiscal condition while checking and managing the rise of potential adversarial regional powers such as China. While we face significant challenges, the U.S. economy still accounts for over 20 percent of the world’s GDP. American institutions — particularly those providing enforceable rule of law — set it apart from all the rising powers. Social cohesion underwrites political stability. U.S. demographic trends are healthier than those of any other developed country. A culture of innovation, excellent institutions of higher education, and a vital sector of small and medium-sized enterprises propel the U.S. economy in ways difficult to quantify. Historically, Americans have responded pragmatically, and sometimes through trial and error, to work our way through the kind of crisis that we face today.

The policy question is how to enhance economic growth and employment while cutting discretionary spending in the near term and curbing the growth of entitlement spending in the out years. Republican members of Congress have outlined a plan. Several think tanks and commissions, including President Obama’s debt commission, have done so as well. Some consensus exists on measures to pare back the recent increases in domestic spending, restrain future growth in defense spending, and reform the tax code (by reducing tax expenditures while lowering individual and corporate rates). These are promising options.   

The key remaining question is whether the president and leaders of both parties on Capitol Hill have the will to act and the skill to fashion bipartisan solutions. Whether we take the needed actions is a choice, however difficult it might be. It is clearly within our capacity to put our economy on a better trajectory. In garnering political support for cutbacks, the president and members of Congress should point not only to the domestic consequences of inaction — but also to the geopolitical implications.

As the United States gets its economic and fiscal house in order, it should take steps to prevent a flare-up in Asia. The United States can do so by signaling that its domestic challenges will not impede its intentions to check Chinese expansionism. This can be done in cost-efficient ways.

While China’s economic rise enables its military modernization and international assertiveness, it also frightens rival powers. The Obama administration has wisely moved to strengthen relations with allies and potential partners in the region but more can be done.

Some Chinese policies encourage other parties to join with the United States, and the U.S. should not let these opportunities pass. China’s military assertiveness should enable security cooperation with countries on China’s periphery — particularly Japan, India, and Vietnam — in ways that complicate Beijing’s strategic calculus. China’s mercantilist policies and currency manipulation — which harm developing states both in East Asia and elsewhere — should be used to fashion a coalition in favor of a more balanced trade system. Since Beijing’s over-the-top reaction to the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to a Chinese democracy activist alienated European leaders, highlighting human-rights questions would not only draw supporters from nearby countries but also embolden reformers within China.  

Since the end of the Cold War, a stable economic and financial condition at home has enabled America to have an expansive role in the world. Today we can no longer take this for granted. Unless we get our economic house in order, there is a risk that domestic stagnation in combination with the rise of rival powers will undermine our ability to deal with growing international problems. Regional hegemons in Asia could seize the moment, leading the world toward a new, dangerous era of multi-polarity.

1AC—Food Prices

Failing agriculture transportation infrastructure causes high food prices

UN Committee on Transport 8 United Nations Economic and Social Council, “ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC,” TRANSPORT AND POVERTY: FROM FARM TO MARKET—EXTENDING THE REACH OF LOGISTICS, http://www.unescap.org/ttdw/ct2008/ctr_2e.pdf

SUMMARY Recent increases in the price of food and concerns over its availability and access to it have focused attention on overcoming problems related to the transport of agricultural food products. Rising transport costs can account for up to two thirds of food prices. In addition, spoilage between farm and market as a result of inadequate transport, storage and processing render a large share of perishable food unusable, which is having a major impact on the poorer segment of communities in the region. While food trades are increasingly complex and some countries have put in place advanced logistics solutions, the majority of the countries in Asia and the Pacific have yet to establish the infrastructure and institutional frameworks needed to ensure the efficient, seamless transport of foods from farm to market. This document contains a preliminary investigation of the way transport and logistics impact the sustainable development of the food industry and identifies issues that need to be further addressed at the national and regional levels. Delegations may wish to share their experiences and progress and discuss challenges concerning food transport and logistics. The Committee may also wish to propose further research that could be presented to the Forum of Asian Ministers of Transport in 2009 as the basis of a regional exchange of experiences to enhance the availability of and access to food through improved transport and logistics. INTRODUCTION 1. Recent soaring food prices have brought the agricultural food industry into the international spotlight. Table 1 shows the dramatic increase in the cereal export prices of the main suppliers to the Asian region. While prices in major grain trades increased by some 50-70 per cent between mid-2007 and mid-2008, those for rice, the main staple food in Asia, nearly tripled over the same period of time. Although the food market situation differs from country to country and future development remains highly uncertain, a report by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations suggests that food prices are likely to remain high in the years to come. 2. Transport and logistics account for a large part of final food prices and increasing oil and energy costs have made this topic even more relevant. Despite the high share of transport costs and the increased incidence of food spoilage in the process of transport and storage, questions of food transport and logistics have not been addressed in a comprehensive and coherent manner at the international level. A report by the United States Government Accountability Office in April 2007 showed that transport and other overhead costs consumed 65 per cent of United States food aid dollars, mainly due to rising fuel prices. 2 3. Inadequate logistics systems not only increase costs but also impact the availability of food to consumers. According to a report by the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council, China’s cold storage capacity is estimated to cover only 20-30 per cent of demand. A lack of controlled atmosphere and refrigeration equipment leads to spoilage losses of up to 33 per cent of perishable food. 3 In India, various research studies by the Economic Times Intelligence Group and the Investment Information and Credit Rating Agency reveal that large quantities of grain are wasted due to improper handling and storage, pest infestation, poor logistics, inadequate storage and a lack of transport infrastructure. 4 4. Furthermore, adequate infrastructure and access to transport services are prerequisites for the development of sustainable food trade, and requirements are becoming increasingly complex in importing countries and regions as more countries move into sophisticated trading in fresh fruit and vegetables, meat or fish at the domestic or international levels. 

Food prices will raise now due to oil volatility---reducing transportation costs can offset

Richard Heinberg 11 is a writer for the Post Carbon Institute’s Energy Bulletin, “Soaring Oil and Food Prices Threaten Affordable Food Supply,” Dec 14 http://www.energybulletin.net/stories/2011-12-14/soaring-oil-and-food-prices-threaten-affordable-food-supply

The current global food system is highly fuel- and transport-dependent. Fuels will almost certainly become less affordable in the near and medium term, making the current, highly fuel-dependent agricultural production system less secure and food less affordable. It is therefore necessary to promote food self-sufficiency and reduce the need for fuel inputs to the food system at all levels. The connection between food and oil is systemic, and the prices of both food and fuel have risen and fallen more or less in tandem in recent years (figure 1). Modern agriculture uses oil products to fuel farm machinery, to transport other inputs to the farm, and to transport farm output to the ultimate consumer. Oil is often also used as input in agricultural chemicals. Oil price increases therefore put pressure on all these aspects of commercial food systems. Thus there is concern that high and volatile prices of crude oil may cause food prices to continue to increase (Bloomberg, 2011). Moreover, as oil prices rise, so does demand for biofuels, which are the only non-fossil liquid fuels able to replace petroleum products in existing combustion engines and motor vehicles. But biofuels are often made from corn and other agricultural products. As demand for these alternative fuels increases, crop prices are forced upwards, making food even less affordable. Export-led agricultural strategies also increase the world’s vulnerability to high oil prices. Most donor agencies have encouraged the less industrialized countries to focus on the production of cash crops at the expense of staples for local consumption. As a result, people in these countries are forced to rely increasingly on imports of often subsidized cereals or those funded by food aid programmes. However, rising transport costs contribute to rising prices of food imports, making them ever less affordable. Fuel costs represent as much as 50 to 60 per cent of total ship operating costs.[1] From early 2007 to mid-2008, as fuel prices soared, the cost of shipping food aid climbed by about $50 per ton – a nearly 30 per cent increase, according to the United States Agency for International Development (Garber, 2008). 

And, the plan is key to resiliency and reversing the upward trend of food prices

WESP 9 World Economic Situation and Prospects 2009, UN http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/wesp/wesp_archive/2009wesp.pdf

Next to this storm of short-term factors pushing up food prices were longstanding policy failures that weakened the agricultural sector in many developing countries, making it harder for them to cope with market shocks and avoid a major-scale crisis. Thanks to the Green Revolution and development policies that spanned from the sixties through the eighties, world food prices decreased persistently from the late 1980s until 2002, providing self-sufficiency to many developing countries and helping to reduce poverty. However, the policy shift towards more confidence in price signals to stimulate production and less attention to government support for infrastructure investment and research and development for agricultural technology, together with lower official development assistance (ODA), has been most detrimental to agricultural productivity growth. In particular, sub-Saharan Africa has suffered the most from the present food crisis because of poorer social and physical infrastructure, making it harder to assimilate new technologies triggered by the Green Revolution. In 2003, African Governments committed themselves to raising their share of spending on agriculture to 10 per cent by 2008 in support of the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (the Maputo Declaration goal). In reality, however, such spending has dropped dramatically in recent decades and the target is far from being met (see figure B). Donors have also neglected agriculture. The share of total ODA for agriculture declined from 13 per cent in the early 1980s to 2.9 per cent in 2005-2006. In addition, ODA allocated to other productive activities and economic infrastructure, which can have positive externalities for agriculture, also suffered from a significant drop in international support during the same period. The downside of weakening investment and agricultural support measures in developing countries is that productivity growth for major food crops has stalled, and there has been no significant increase in the use of cultivated land. Thus, production has fallen woefully short of growth in food demand. Unless the problem of underinvestment in agriculture is addressed, beyond the short-term swings, food prices may remain on a longer-term upward trend. 
And, there’s a low threshold for our impact claims---food prices are high now---now is uniquely key
James Baldwin 5/4 is a contributing writer to Money Morning, “Food Prices: Here's the Real Story,” 2012 http://moneymorning.com/2012/05/04/food-prices-heres-the-real-story/

Long-Term Issues for Food Prices The truth is, food prices remain dangerously susceptible to ongoing credit, currency, weather, and energy concerns around the globe. Higher oil prices alone would have a profound impact across all areas of any food-commodity supply chain. Though difficult to pinpoint exact figures, it's estimated that the price of energy accounts for up to 30% of the underlying costs in certain commodities. Energy costs are expected to continue increasing this summer in the wake of the Iran embargo. With rising oil and gasoline costs in the global supply chain and increased constriction in conventional supplies, food prices will continue to appreciate as well. In 2008, we witnessed firsthand how dangerous these factors can be. Food prices exploded significantly. The increase spurred violent protests in Mexico, Indonesia, Egypt, Cameroon and Haiti. This time around, however, it's going to be much different. Bigger challenges in energy, the environment and agriculture will make things far more uncertain than in 2008. And long-term, seven billion people (and growing) on the planet with finite amounts of arable land will create even greater uncertainty.

Waterways are key 

Witsanu Attavanich et. al 11 Attavanich* Ph.D. Candidate Bruce A. McCarl Distinguished and Regents Professor Stephen W. Fuller Regents Professor Dmitry V. Vedenov Associate Professor Zafarbek Ahmedov Ph.D. Candidate Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University, College Station Selected Paper prepared for presentation at the Agricultural & Applied Economics Association’s 2011 AAEA & NAREA Joint Annual Meeting

July 24-26, “The Effect of Climate Change on Transportation Flows and Inland Waterways Due to Climate-Induced Shifts in Crop Production Patterns” http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/109241/2/AAEASelectedPaper_The%20Effect%20of%20Climate%20Change%20on%20Transportation%20Flows_13247.pdf

Grain production plays a crucial role in response to the world’s growing demand for food, feed, and biofuels. Corn, soybeans, and wheat are major grains crops that are most widely planted in the world and also in the US. From the past to the present, the US is a major country that plays a dominant role as a world grain producer and exporter. In crop year 2009/2010, total US supply of corn, soybean and wheat accounted for about 39, 31, and 9 percent of the world supply of corn, soybean and wheat, respectively. For the aspect of international trade, the US market shares for export of corn, soybean and wheat to the world’s total export were about 52, 44, and 18 percent, respectively (USDA World Agricultural Outlook Board 2011). A highly efficient, low-cost system of transportation is one of the major factors determining the competitiveness of US grains, which are low-valued bulky products, in the world market. Grains produced in the US move to domestic and foreign markets through a well-developed transportation system. Barges, railroads, and trucks facilitate a highly competitive market that bridges the gap between US grain producers, domestic and foreign consumers. Not only is agriculture the largest user of the transportation system accounting for 22 percent of all tons and 31 percent of all ton-miles transported via all modes in 2007, but grains also are the largest users of freight transportation in agriculture (Denicoff et al. 2010). From 1978 to 2007 total US grain shipments significantly increased 92 percent from about 242 million tonnes to 464 million tonnes with corn movements accounted for 63 percent of all grain movements followed by movements of soybeans and wheat, which were equal to 19 percent and 14 percent, respectively in 2007. During 2002-2007, inland grain transportation via truck and rail is the principal channel for overall grain movements accounting for about 85 percent, while inland water transportation via barge represents only about 15 percent of all grain tonnages. Although inland water transportation has a small share for overall tonnage movements, it plays a significant role as a major route to export market accounting for about 48 percent of all grain tonnages for export over the same period (Marathon and Denicoff 2011). Mississippi River and its tributaries on the Mississippi river basin are the largest inland water way system shipping grains especially corn and soybeans from the US inland to the Lower Mississippi ports for export market accounting for on average 55 and 47 percent of all US corn and soybean export, respectively during 2005-2009 (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 2010).

Food price spikes independently cause collapse the global economy and cause global instability---the brink is now

Lester R. Brown 11 president of the Earth Policy Institute, author of World on the Edge: How to Prevent Environmental and Economic Collapse, “The New Geopolitics of Food,” http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/04/25/the_new_geopolitics_of_food
In the United States, when world wheat prices rise by 75 percent, as they have over the last year, it means the difference between a $2 loaf of bread and a loaf costing maybe $2.10. If, however, you live in New Delhi, those skyrocketing costs really matter: A doubling in the world price of wheat actually means that the wheat you carry home from the market to hand-grind into flour for chapatis costs twice as much. And the same is true with rice. If the world price of rice doubles, so does the price of rice in your neighborhood market in Jakarta. And so does the cost of the bowl of boiled rice on an Indonesian family's dinner table. Welcome to the new food economics of 2011: Prices are climbing, but the impact is not at all being felt equally. For Americans, who spend less than one-tenth of their income in the supermarket, the soaring food prices we've seen so far this year are an annoyance, not a calamity. But for the planet's poorest 2 billion people, who spend 50 to 70 percent of their income on food, these soaring prices may mean going from two meals a day to one. Those who are barely hanging on to the lower rungs of the global economic ladder risk losing their grip entirely. This can contribute -- and it has -- to revolutions and upheaval. Already in 2011, the U.N. Food Price Index has eclipsed its previous all-time global high; as of March it had climbed for eight consecutive months. With this year's harvest predicted to fall short, with governments in the Middle East and Africa teetering as a result of the price spikes, and with anxious markets sustaining one shock after another, food has quickly become the hidden driver of world politics. And crises like these are going to become increasingly common. The new geopolitics of food looks a whole lot more volatile -- and a whole lot more contentious -- than it used to. Scarcity is the new norm. Until recently, sudden price surges just didn't matter as much, as they were quickly followed by a return to the relatively low food prices that helped shape the political stability of the late 20th century across much of the globe. But now both the causes and consequences are ominously different. In many ways, this is a resumption of the 2007-2008 food crisis, which subsided not because the world somehow came together to solve its grain crunch once and for all, but because the Great Recession tempered growth in demand even as favorable weather helped farmers produce the largest grain harvest on record. Historically, price spikes tended to be almost exclusively driven by unusual weather -- a monsoon failure in India, a drought in the former Soviet Union, a heat wave in the U.S. Midwest. Such events were always disruptive, but thankfully infrequent. Unfortunately, today's price hikes are driven by trends that are both elevating demand and making it more difficult to increase production: among them, a rapidly expanding population, crop-withering temperature increases, and irrigation wells running dry. Each night, there are 219,000 additional people to feed at the global dinner table. More alarming still, the world is losing its ability to soften the effect of shortages. In response to previous price surges, the United States, the world's largest grain producer, was effectively able to steer the world away from potential catastrophe. From the mid-20th century until 1995, the United States had either grain surpluses or idle cropland that could be planted to rescue countries in trouble. When the Indian monsoon failed in 1965, for example, President Lyndon Johnson's administration shipped one-fifth of the U.S. wheat crop to India, successfully staving off famine. We can't do that anymore; the safety cushion is gone. That's why the food crisis of 2011 is for real, and why it may bring with it yet more bread riots cum political revolutions. What if the upheavals that greeted dictators Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali in Tunisia, Hosni Mubarak in Egypt, and Muammar al-Qaddafi in Libya (a country that imports 90 percent of its grain) are not the end of the story, but the beginning of it? Get ready, farmers and foreign ministers alike, for a new era in which world food scarcity increasingly shapes global politics. THE DOUBLING OF WORLD grain prices since early 2007 has been driven primarily by two factors: accelerating growth in demand and the increasing difficulty of rapidly expanding production. The result is a world that looks strikingly different from the bountiful global grain economy of the last century. What will the geopolitics of food look like in a new era dominated by scarcity? Even at this early stage, we can see at least the broad outlines of the emerging food economy. On the demand side, farmers now face clear sources of increasing pressure. The first is population growth. Each year the world's farmers must feed 80 million additional people, nearly all of them in developing countries. The world's population has nearly doubled since 1970 and is headed toward 9 billion by midcentury. Some 3 billion people, meanwhile, are also trying to move up the food chain, consuming more meat, milk, and eggs. As more families in China and elsewhere enter the middle class, they expect to eat better. But as global consumption of grain-intensive livestock products climbs, so does the demand for the extra corn and soybeans needed to feed all that livestock. (Grain consumption per person in the United States, for example, is four times that in India, where little grain is converted into animal protein. For now.) At the same time, the United States, which once was able to act as a global buffer of sorts against poor harvests elsewhere, is now converting massive quantities of grain into fuel for cars, even as world grain consumption, which is already up to roughly 2.2 billion metric tons per year, is growing at an accelerating rate. A decade ago, the growth in consumption was 20 million tons per year. More recently it has risen by 40 million tons every year. But the rate at which the United States is converting grain into ethanol has grown even faster. In 2010, the United States harvested nearly 400 million tons of grain, of which 126 million tons went to ethanol fuel distilleries (up from 16 million tons in 2000). This massive capacity to convert grain into fuel means that the price of grain is now tied to the price of oil. So if oil goes to $150 per barrel or more, the price of grain will follow it upward as it becomes ever more profitable to convert grain into oil substitutes. And it's not just a U.S. phenomenon: Brazil, which distills ethanol from sugar cane, ranks second in production after the United States, while the European Union's goal of getting 10 percent of its transport energy from renewables, mostly biofuels, by 2020 is also diverting land from food crops. This is not merely a story about the booming demand for food. Everything from falling water tables to eroding soils and the consequences of global warming means that the world's food supply is unlikely to keep up with our collectively growing appetites. Take climate change: The rule of thumb among crop ecologists is that for every 1 degree Celsius rise in temperature above the growing season optimum, farmers can expect a 10 percent decline in grain yields. This relationship was borne out all too dramatically during the 2010 heat wave in Russia, which reduced the country's grain harvest by nearly 40 percent. While temperatures are rising, water tables are falling as farmers overpump for irrigation. This artificially inflates food production in the short run, creating a food bubble that bursts when aquifers are depleted and pumping is necessarily reduced to the rate of recharge. In arid Saudi Arabia, irrigation had surprisingly enabled the country to be self-sufficient in wheat for more than 20 years; now, wheat production is collapsing because the non-replenishable aquifer the country uses for irrigation is largely depleted. The Saudis soon will be importing all their grain. Saudi Arabia is only one of some 18 countries with water-based food bubbles. All together, more than half the world's people live in countries where water tables are falling. The politically troubled Arab Middle East is the first geographic region where grain production has peaked and begun to decline because of water shortages, even as populations continue to grow. Grain production is already going down in Syria and Iraq and may soon decline in Yemen. But the largest food bubbles are in India and China. In India, where farmers have drilled some 20 million irrigation wells, water tables are falling and the wells are starting to go dry. The World Bank reports that 175 million Indians are being fed with grain produced by overpumping. In China, overpumping is concentrated in the North China Plain, which produces half of China's wheat and a third of its corn. An estimated 130 million Chinese are currently fed by overpumping. How will these countries make up for the inevitable shortfalls when the aquifers are depleted? Even as we are running our wells dry, we are also mismanaging our soils, creating new deserts. Soil erosion as a result of overplowing and land mismanagement is undermining the productivity of one-third of the world's cropland. How severe is it? Look at satellite images showing two huge new dust bowls: one stretching across northern and western China and western Mongolia; the other across central Africa. Wang Tao, a leading Chinese desert scholar, reports that each year some 1,400 square miles of land in northern China turn to desert. In Mongolia and Lesotho, grain harvests have shrunk by half or more over the last few decades. North Korea and Haiti are also suffering from heavy soil losses; both countries face famine if they lose international food aid. Civilization can survive the loss of its oil reserves, but it cannot survive the loss of its soil reserves. Beyond the changes in the environment that make it ever harder to meet human demand, there's an important intangible factor to consider: Over the last half-century or so, we have come to take agricultural progress for granted. Decade after decade, advancing technology underpinned steady gains in raising land productivity. Indeed, world grain yield per acre has tripled since 1950. But now that era is coming to an end in some of the more agriculturally advanced countries, where farmers are already using all available technologies to raise yields. In effect, the farmers have caught up with the scientists. After climbing for a century, rice yield per acre in Japan has not risen at all for 16 years. In China, yields may level off soon. Just those two countries alone account for one-third of the world's rice harvest. Meanwhile, wheat yields have plateaued in Britain, France, and Germany -- Western Europe's three largest wheat producers. IN THIS ERA OF TIGHTENING world food supplies, the ability to grow food is fast becoming a new form of geopolitical leverage, and countries are scrambling to secure their own parochial interests at the expense of the common good. The first signs of trouble came in 2007, when farmers began having difficulty keeping up with the growth in global demand for grain. Grain and soybean prices started to climb, tripling by mid-2008. In response, many exporting countries tried to control the rise of domestic food prices by restricting exports. Among them were Russia and Argentina, two leading wheat exporters. Vietnam, the No. 2 rice exporter, banned exports entirely for several months in early 2008. So did several other smaller exporters of grain. With exporting countries restricting exports in 2007 and 2008, importing countries panicked. No longer able to rely on the market to supply the grain they needed, several countries took the novel step of trying to negotiate long-term grain-supply agreements with exporting countries. The Philippines, for instance, negotiated a three-year agreement with Vietnam for 1.5 million tons of rice per year. A delegation of Yemenis traveled to Australia with a similar goal in mind, but had no luck. In a seller's market, exporters were reluctant to make long-term commitments. Fearing they might not be able to buy needed grain from the market, some of the more affluent countries, led by Saudi Arabia, South Korea, and China, took the unusual step in 2008 of buying or leasing land in other countries on which to grow grain for themselves. Most of these land acquisitions are in Africa, where some governments lease cropland for less than $1 per acre per year. Among the principal destinations were Ethiopia and Sudan, countries where millions of people are being sustained with food from the U.N. World Food Program. That the governments of these two countries are willing to sell land to foreign interests when their own people are hungry is a sad commentary on their leadership. By the end of 2009, hundreds of land acquisition deals had been negotiated, some of them exceeding a million acres. A 2010 World Bank analysis of these "land grabs" reported that a total of nearly 140 million acres were involved -- an area that exceeds the cropland devoted to corn and wheat combined in the United States. Such acquisitions also typically involve water rights, meaning that land grabs potentially affect all downstream countries as well. Any water extracted from the upper Nile River basin to irrigate crops in Ethiopia or Sudan, for instance, will now not reach Egypt, upending the delicate water politics of the Nile by adding new countries with which Egypt must negotiate. The potential for conflict -- and not just over water -- is high. Many of the land deals have been made in secret, and in most cases, the land involved was already in use by villagers when it was sold or leased. Often those already farming the land were neither consulted about nor even informed of the new arrangements. And because there typically are no formal land titles in many developing-country villages, the farmers who lost their land have had little backing to bring their cases to court. Reporter John Vidal, writing in Britain's Observer, quotes Nyikaw Ochalla from Ethiopia's Gambella region: "The foreign companies are arriving in large numbers, depriving people of land they have used for centuries. There is no consultation with the indigenous population. The deals are done secretly. The only thing the local people see is people coming with lots of tractors to invade their lands." Local hostility toward such land grabs is the rule, not the exception. In 2007, as food prices were starting to rise, China signed an agreement with the Philippines to lease 2.5 million acres of land slated for food crops that would be shipped home. Once word leaked, the public outcry -- much of it from Filipino farmers -- forced Manila to suspend the agreement. A similar uproar rocked Madagascar, where a South Korean firm, Daewoo Logistics, had pursued rights to more than 3 million acres of land. Word of the deal helped stoke a political furor that toppled the government and forced cancellation of the agreement. Indeed, few things are more likely to fuel insurgencies than taking land from people. Agricultural equipment is easily sabotaged. If ripe fields of grain are torched, they burn quickly. Not only are these deals risky, but foreign investors producing food in a country full of hungry people face another political question of how to get the grain out. Will villagers permit trucks laden with grain headed for port cities to proceed when they themselves may be on the verge of starvation? The potential for political instability in countries where villagers have lost their land and their livelihoods is high. Conflicts could easily develop between investor and host countries. These acquisitions represent a potential investment in agriculture in developing countries of an estimated $50 billion. But it could take many years to realize any substantial production gains. The public infrastructure for modern market-oriented agriculture does not yet exist in most of Africa. In some countries it will take years just to build the roads and ports needed to bring in agricultural inputs such as fertilizer and to export farm products. Beyond that, modern agriculture requires its own infrastructure: machine sheds, grain-drying equipment, silos, fertilizer storage sheds, fuel storage facilities, equipment repair and maintenance services, well-drilling equipment, irrigation pumps, and energy to power the pumps. Overall, development of the land acquired to date appears to be moving very slowly. So how much will all this expand world food output? We don't know, but the World Bank analysis indicates that only 37 percent of the projects will be devoted to food crops. Most of the land bought up so far will be used to produce biofuels and other industrial crops. Even if some of these projects do eventually boost land productivity, who will benefit? If virtually all the inputs -- the farm equipment, the fertilizer, the pesticides, the seeds -- are brought in from abroad and if all the output is shipped out of the country, it will contribute little to the host country's economy. At best, locals may find work as farm laborers, but in highly mechanized operations, the jobs will be few. At worst, impoverished countries like Mozambique and Sudan will be left with less land and water with which to feed their already hungry populations. Thus far the land grabs have contributed more to stirring unrest than to expanding food production. And this rich country-poor country divide could grow even more pronounced -- and soon. This January, a new stage in the scramble among importing countries to secure food began to unfold when South Korea, which imports 70 percent of its grain, announced that it was creating a new public-private entity that will be responsible for acquiring part of this grain. With an initial office in Chicago, the plan is to bypass the large international trading firms by buying grain directly from U.S. farmers. As the Koreans acquire their own grain elevators, they may well sign multiyear delivery contracts with farmers, agreeing to buy specified quantities of wheat, corn, or soybeans at a fixed price. Other importers will not stand idly by as South Korea tries to tie up a portion of the U.S. grain harvest even before it gets to market. The enterprising Koreans may soon be joined by China, Japan, Saudi Arabia, and other leading importers. Although South Korea's initial focus is the United States, far and away the world's largest grain exporter, it may later consider brokering deals with Canada, Australia, Argentina, and other major exporters. This is happening just as China may be on the verge of entering the U.S. market as a potentially massive importer of grain. With China's 1.4 billion increasingly affluent consumers starting to compete with U.S. consumers for the U.S. grain harvest, cheap food, seen by many as an American birthright, may be coming to an end. No one knows where this intensifying competition for food supplies will go, but the world seems to be moving away from the international cooperation that evolved over several decades following World War II to an every-country-for-itself philosophy. Food nationalism may help secure food supplies for individual affluent countries, but it does little to enhance world food security. Indeed, the low-income countries that host land grabs or import grain will likely see their food situation deteriorate. AFTER THE CARNAGE of two world wars and the economic missteps that led to the Great Depression, countries joined together in 1945 to create the United Nations, finally realizing that in the modern world we cannot live in isolation, tempting though that might be. The International Monetary Fund was created to help manage the monetary system and promote economic stability and progress. Within the U.N. system, specialized agencies from the World Health Organization to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) play major roles in the world today. All this has fostered international cooperation. But while the FAO collects and analyzes global agricultural data and provides technical assistance, there is no organized effort to ensure the adequacy of world food supplies. Indeed, most international negotiations on agricultural trade until recently focused on access to markets, with the United States, Canada, Australia, and Argentina persistently pressing Europe and Japan to open their highly protected agricultural markets. But in the first decade of this century, access to supplies has emerged as the overriding issue as the world transitions from an era of food surpluses to a new politics of food scarcity. At the same time, the U.S. food aid program that once worked to fend off famine wherever it threatened has largely been replaced by the U.N. World Food Program (WFP), where the United States is the leading donor. The WFP now has food-assistance operations in some 70 countries and an annual budget of $4 billion. There is little international coordination otherwise. French President Nicolas Sarkozy -- the reigning president of the G-20 -- is proposing to deal with rising food prices by curbing speculation in commodity markets. Useful though this may be, it treats the symptoms of growing food insecurity, not the causes, such as population growth and climate change. The world now needs to focus not only on agricultural policy, but on a structure that integrates it with energy, population, and water policies, each of which directly affects food security. But that is not happening. Instead, as land and water become scarcer, as the Earth's temperature rises, and as world food security deteriorates, a dangerous geopolitics of food scarcity is emerging. Land grabbing, water grabbing, and buying grain directly from farmers in exporting countries are now integral parts of a global power struggle for food security. With grain stocks low and climate volatility increasing, the risks are also increasing. We are now so close to the edge that a breakdown in the food system could come at any time. Consider, for example, what would have happened if the 2010 heat wave that was centered in Moscow had instead been centered in Chicago. In round numbers, the 40 percent drop in Russia's hoped-for harvest of roughly 100 million tons cost the world 40 million tons of grain, but a 40 percent drop in the far larger U.S. grain harvest of 400 million tons would have cost 160 million tons. The world's carryover stocks of grain (the amount in the bin when the new harvest begins) would have dropped to just 52 days of consumption. This level would have been not only the lowest on record, but also well below the 62-day carryover that set the stage for the 2007-2008 tripling of world grain prices. Then what? There would have been chaos in world grain markets. Grain prices would have climbed off the charts. Some grain-exporting countries, trying to hold down domestic food prices, would have restricted or even banned exports, as they did in 2007 and 2008. The TV news would have been dominated not by the hundreds of fires in the Russian countryside, but by footage of food riots in low-income grain-importing countries and reports of governments falling as hunger spread out of control. Oil-exporting countries that import grain would have been trying to barter oil for grain, and low-income grain importers would have lost out. With governments toppling and confidence in the world grain market shattered, the global economy could have started to unravel.
Scenario one—Iran

Iran is becoming more dependent upon food imports---price spikes cause instability

Tuttle & Wedding 12 Johanna Nesseth Tuttle is a senior vice president for strategic planning at CSIS and Kristin Wedding is director and fellow at CSIS global food security project, “Will Food Prices Drive Instability?” Global Forecast 2012 http://csis.org/files/publication/120417_gf_nesseth_wedding.pdf

IRAN Iran is another country that could face increased civil unrest as a result of food price instability. About one-fifth of Iran’s population depends on agriculture for its livelihood, but the country is becoming increasingly reliant on food imports. In the past 10 years, agricultural imports have quadrupled. Prices for staple foods have risen by 40 percent in Iran and may continue to increase, especially if the value of the rial continues to drop. Recent sanctions imposed by the United States on financial institutions that work with Iran’s central bank could make it more difficult for Iran to import food. Food producers may be wary about selling to Iran out of fear that the country will not be able to afford to buy imports because of reduced oil revenues and currency devaluation. Recently there have been reports that Iran has defaulted on payments for staple imports like rice. Furthermore, in response to these sanctions many Iranian households are exchanging their savings from rial to dollars, spurring further currency deflation and deteriorating purchasing power for basic food commodities. Given the turmoil surrounding Iran, and the tremendous change in governments and social movement in the region, there will likely be increasing pressure on the government to combat increasing food prices to promote stability. This may prove difficult in light of efforts over the past few years by the Iranian government to reduce domestic food subsidies to consumers. 

Food prices cause Iranian and Korean instability

Taylor & Bosley 11 Paul Taylor and Catherine” Bosley are writers for Reuters, Ottawa Citizen, “Amid uncertainty, CEOs looking to emerging world; World Economic Forum; Inflation, political risks could spoil party,” Jan 27, lexis

Global business leaders pinned their hopes on roaring growth in emerging markets at the start of the annual Davos forum on Wednesday, but rising inflation and political risks cast a long shadow. Executives and political leaders at the World Economic Forum (WEF) said surging food prices could spark fresh social unrest and pointed to geopolitical tensions on the Korean Peninsula and over Iran's nuclear programme, as well as unrest in Egypt. "The gap between rich and poor is growing ceaselessly," Swiss President Micheline Calmy-Rey said in an opening address, lamenting that poor countries were not benefiting enough from globalization. The captains of industry and money mostly sounded upbeat after two years in which global financial and economic turmoil curbed their swagger and made the annual talkfest of the rich and powerful almost contrite in tone.

Iranian instability causes middle eastern war

Brij Khindaria 10 “Obama and Iran: the peril is rising by the day,” The Moderate Voice, Jan 3, lexis

For West Asia, 2010 has not begun well. The mess in Iran is increasing by the day and holds peril unprecedented for the entire region. If the government, however reprehensible, falls into disarray the real possibility arises of a huge arc of violent political and civil instability stretching through Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Palestine to Israel. The possibility of a new American war is small but that holds little comfort.

Scenario two—Somalia 

Somlia is reliant on food imports---high food prices cause refugee flows to Kenya---causes instability

Tuttle & Wedding 12 Johanna Nesseth Tuttle is a senior vice president for strategic planning at CSIS and Kristin Wedding is director and fellow at CSIS global food security project, “Will Food Prices Drive Instability?” Global Forecast 2012 http://csis.org/files/publication/120417_gf_nesseth_wedding.pdf

SOMALIA For much of the past two years, severe drought and persistent famine have plagued Somalia. The country is now largely reliant on food aid and imports, despite having the capacity to be agriculturally productive. Many farmers have been driven off their lands. Almost 1 million Somali refugees have fled to neighboring Kenya and Ethiopia. The camps in Dadaab, Kenya, are host to approximately half of the refugees. These conditions are exacerbated by increased conflict between al-Shabaab and the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), as well as with Kenyan and Ethiopian forces. Further complicating the situation, al-Shabbab is denying access to many humanitarian groups offering food assistance, and the United States is limiting food aid and not allowing U.S. banks to transmit remittances from Somalis in the United States to Somalia, for fear that the assistance could be diverted to support al-Shabaab insurgents. The unstable refugee situation is worsened by concerns that alShabaab is using the exodus of Somalis as a cover to infiltrate Kenya. Kenyan authorities are trying to identify the alShabaab members, which has escalated violence in the camps. The result is that refugees are caught in the middle and abused by both sides, and threats by al-Shabaab have contributed to a new level of insecurity in Kenya. In these countries, as well as many others around the world, emergency assistance will likely be required for much of 2013. It is impossible to predict where food price and supply volatility will lead to insecurity. However, it is clear that in many countries underlying conditions exist where a food shortage or price spike could easily spark significant unrest. 

1AC—Solvency

Last is solvency---the Army Corps are key

Dr. William G. Howland 4 is the Basin Program Manager of Lake Champlain, Grand Isle, VT, “U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS ROLE IN THE NATION'S WATER RESOURCE NEEDS IN THE 21ST CENTURY, Capital Hill Testimony, March 31, lexis
Our partnership involves the states of Vermont and New York, the Province of Quebec, and numerous federal agencies, including the USEPA, the USDA, USDI, and the USACE. This partnership is highly effective and through our work to restore the lake ecosystem, we also are ensuring an economic future for citizens in our region. This work is of vital importance to the regional economy, including the tourism and recreation economy for which we are well known, and which depends so fundamentally upon this great and wonderful lake. One of the great discoveries in my work with the Lake Champlain Basin Program's federal agency partners is the good faith and dedication that they bring to the task of cleaning up and restoring America's waterways. I have great admiration and appreciation for all of our federal partners. Today, my testimony will focus on the essential work of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and particularly their role in Environmental Restoration projects. Cleaning up pollution in a lake is exceedingly difficult and costly. And it always includes interrupting the flow of pollutants into the drainage system to prevent further contamination. Pollution prevention requires changing the way things work in the landscape that drains into the lake. In Lake Champlain, as in the Great Lakes and other parts of the nation, ecosystem restoration efforts often require advanced engineering design expertise and leadership that communities and states simply can not provide. The competence and engineering expertise of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a vital resource for planning, designing and executing restoration plans. The stature of the Corps, its track record with large projects and its quality control protocols provide the leadership that is essential to maintain and improve the water quality of our rivers and lakes. The U.S. Army Corps is currently facilitating several restoration projects in the Lake Champlain watershed. With the Corp's support, an infestation of water chestnut, an invasive aquatic plant that has dominated the entire southern part of the lake for years is now nearly under control. This program, run in partnership with the states of Vermont and New York, has lead us out of an almost hopeless situation and we are seeing a return to public enjoyment of shoreline areas in the southern part of Lake Champlain. This summer we expect to begin work on projects to intercept storm water runoff into Lake George, part of the Lake Champlain ecosystem, and to stabilize eroding streambanks in the Missisquoi watershed, with expertise, oversight and funding by the U.S. Army Corps. Without their leadership and support, this vital work could not happen. The role of the U.S. Army Corp's Environmental Restoration authority is a vital nationwide asset; getting projects done - and done professionally - all across America. Dam removal projects, wetland restoration, fish passages and streambank stabilization projects restore degraded ecosystems, improve American lives, strengthen our nation's economy and ensure that we will be able to provide clean drinking water to ourselves, our children and their children. Lake St. Clair, and the St. Clair River, located between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, faces massive problems of nutrient loading, invasive species and the challenges of a busy waterway. It is in desperate need of pollution prevention and ecosystem restoration action. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has taken the lead role in drawing together federal agencies and communities in the U.S. and Canada to address this international challenge. The stature and expertise of the Corps, and its mandate to develop a management plan, under Section 246 of WRDA 1999, placed it in the logical lead in this important effort. One of the greatest restoration programs in the history of our nation is underway in the Everglades and South Florida Ecosystem, with U.S. Army Corps leadership. The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan approved by Congress in WRDA 2000 is the key to the future of the huge everglades ecosystem and the vitality of a significant sector of the Florida economy. Coordination of the work of eight federal agencies and more than a hundred local stakeholder governments, regional councils and state agencies, could only be managed by an agency with the engineering capacity, traditions and commitment of the U.S. Army Corps. From Texas to Mississippi in the Louisiana Coastal Area Ecosystem, wetlands are disappearing at the rate of nearly 22,000 acres per year. The U.S. Army Corps is a partner with the State of Louisiana on a feasibility study that will enable us to better understand this problem, and how to mitigate and minimize losses, to restore a future for this region. Similar case histories, of projects large and small, could be cited from across the nation, with the accolades and gratitude of millions of American citizens. America today faces unprecedented challenges of ecosystem damage and resultant declines in water quality, contaminated and weed- infested waterways, and polluted lakes and estuaries across the nation. These problems have compromised drinking water supplies for millions of Americans, caused desperate struggles for survival in the tourism and recreation industries, and created an alarming trend towards more and greater problems in the near future. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a vital part of our military service that works directly in the homeland to meet these challenges with the world's best professional expertise. Its stature and traditions of service to America have turned to environmental restoration projects that require engineering solutions. The Corps brings the best tools in the nation to guide the engineering problem-solving that these special ecosystems require. I would like to direct your attention to the challenges we face regarding the Corp's Continuing Authorities programs and Sections 206 and 1135. The existing program limits of $25 million for each have simply not kept pace with current needs, and are now a fraction of what America needs them to be. In the Lake Champlain watershed, this means that several ongoing projects are being suspended due to a national shortfall. Suspending good projects partway through their implementation, whether in Lake Champlain or elsewhere across the nation, neither saves money nor avoids expense. The problems in each case will get far more costly, not less costly. The opportunities to prevent or contain pollution will be lost if a shortfall like this persists. The most cost-effective solution to large ecosystem problems is to invest adequately in their restoration at the earliest possible date. Any alternative is likely to be a false economy in the short term and result a burgeoning burden of additional accrued contamination and sharply increased costs of restoration in the long term. Finally, the work of the U.S. Army Corps on environmental restoration is not only about conservation philosophy or environmental ethics. It is also about our nation's economic engines. As we know so well in the northeast, it is about the vitality of the tourism economy and the quality of life that keeps the recreation businesses in business. It is about trucks on the highway, the pulse of commerce and trade. It is about reducing bankruptcies and maintaining jobs. It is about smell of the tap water in the cities and towns across the nation; it is about the health of our own human habitat throughout this nation that is our future. In the final analysis, ecosystem restoration and water quality is about insuring the quality of life for citizens across America, and the health of our children and their children for generations to come. I hope the members of this Committee will continue to recognize, appreciate and support the vital role of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in service to the American homeland and, in particular, will fully support their Environmental Restoration programs. Thank you for the invitation to testify before you today. I look forward to answering your questions.

New funding is key to prevent collapse of inland waterways

American Society of Civil Engineers 8 *2008 is the most recent citation, Infrastructure Report Card “Inland Waterways” http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/inland-waterways
Forty-seven percent of all locks maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were classified as functionally obsolete in 2006. Assuming that no new locks are built within the next 20 years, by 2020, another 93 existing locks will be obsolete—rendering more than 8 out of every 10 locks now in service outdated. 2 Currently, the Corps has $180 million per year available for lock repairs—half comes from the IWTF revenues and half comes from congressional appropriations. With an average rehabilitation cost of $50 million per lock, the current level allows the Corps to fully fund only two or three lock projects each year. 

***Inherency***
2020 Specific
By 2020, 80% of lock systems will fail

Heintz et al. 9 James Heintz Associate Research Professor & Associate Director Robert Pollin Professor of Economics & Co-Director Heidi Garrett-Peltier Research Assistant Political Economy Research Institute “How Infrastructure Investments Support the U.S. Economy: Employment, Productivity and Growth,” http://americanmanufacturing.org/files/peri_aam_finaljan16_new.pdf

Approximately 2.6 billion short tons of commodities are transported on U.S. navigable waterways each year—an extremely cost-efficient transportation system (Army Corps of Engineers, 2005). The Army Corps of Engineers maintains and operates the inland waterway system which includes 257 lock systems nationwide, the average age of which is 55 years. According to the American Society of Civil Engineers, by 2020 80 percent of the lock systems will be functionally obsolete without new infrastructure investments (ASCE, 2005). The estimated cost of updating all the lock systems is $125 billion. 

New funding is key to prevent collapse of inland waterways

American Society of Civil Engineers 8 *2008 is the most recent citation, Infrastructure Report Card “Inland Waterways” http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/inland-waterways
Forty-seven percent of all locks maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were classified as functionally obsolete in 2006. Assuming that no new locks are built within the next 20 years, by 2020, another 93 existing locks will be obsolete—rendering more than 8 out of every 10 locks now in service outdated. 2 Currently, the Corps has $180 million per year available for lock repairs—half comes from the IWTF revenues and half comes from congressional appropriations. With an average rehabilitation cost of $50 million per lock, the current level allows the Corps to fully fund only two or three lock projects each year. 

They will fail by 2020

IRC, 5/31-

(Infrastructure Report Card, “Inland Waterways,” http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/inland-waterways) 

 Because of their ability to move large amounts of cargo, the nation’s inland waterways are a strategic economic and military resource. A recent analysis by the U.S. Army War College concluded that "the strategic contributions of these inland waterways are not well understood. The lack of adequate understanding impacts decisions contributing to efficient management, adequate funding, and effective integration with other modes of transportation at the national level. Recommendations demonstrate that leveraging the strategic value of U.S. inland waterways will contribute to building an effective and reliable national transportation network for the 21st century." 1 Forty-one states, including all states east of the Mississippi River and 16 state capitals, are served by commercially navigable waterways. The U.S. inland waterway system consists of 12,000 miles of navigable waterways in four systems—the Mississippi River, the Ohio River Basin, the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway, and the Pacific Coast systems—that connect with most states in the U.S. The system comprises 257 locks, which raise and lower river traffic between stretches of water of different levels. Three-quarters of the nation's inland waterways, or approximately 9,000 miles, are within the Mississippi River system. The next largest segment is the Ohio River system with 2,800 miles. The Gulf Coast Intercoastal Waterway system comprises 1,109 miles and the Columbia River system, the shortest of the four major systems, is only 596 miles long. The nationwide network includes nearly 11,000 miles of federal user fees through an excise tax on fuel. Commercial waterway operators on these designated waterways pay a fuel tax of 20 cents per gallon, which is deposited in the Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF). The IWTF, which was created in 1978, funds half the cost of new construction and major rehabilitation of the inland waterway infrastructure. Forty-seven percent of all locks maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were classified as functionally obsolete in 2006. Assuming that no new locks are built within the next 20 years, by 2020, another 93 existing locks will be obsolete—rendering more than 8 out of every 10 locks now in service outdated. 2 Currently, the Corps has $180 million per year available for lock repairs—half comes from the IWTF revenues and half comes from congressional appropriations. With an average rehabilitation cost of $50 million per lock, the current level allows the Corps to fully fund only two or three lock projects each year. 

New infrastructure investments key

Han, 12-

Global Infrastructure Asset Management (“Why Invest In Infrastructure?,” http://www.globalinfrastructurellc.com/pdfs/Why_Invest_in_Infrastructure-Necessities_and_Benefits_of_Infrastructure_Investments.pdf) 

Approximately 2.6 billion short tons of commodities are transported on U.S. navigable waterways each year—an extremely cost-efficient transportation system (Army Corps of Engineers, 2005). The Army Corps of Engineers maintains and operates the inland waterway system which includes 257 lock systems nationwide, the average age of which is 55 years. According to the American Society of Civil Engineers, by 2020, 80 percent of the lock systems will be functionally obsolete without new infrastructure investments (ASCE, 2005). The estimated cost of updating all the lock systems is $125 billion. In addition, the Army Corps of Engineers assess the state of the nation‘s levees and flood control systems, amounting to 2,000 levees totaling 13,000 miles, which include projects built and maintained by the Corps of Engineers; projects built by the Corps of Engineers and subsequently transferred to a local owner to maintain; and projects built by local communities. In 2007, the Corps identified 122 levees, across the country, which are in need of additional maintenance and repair. 2 The investment needed to update the lock system combined with an additional $30 billion to improve the nation‘s levees would total $155 billion, or about $6.2 billion annually over the next 25 years 

Generic Lacks Investment
And, there’s a lack of funding now---the plan spurs broader investment---that’s key to competitiveness

Steenhoek 4/18 Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director of the Soy Transportation Coalition House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment Hearing; "How Reliability of the Inland Waterway System Impacts Economic Competitiveness."; Testimony by Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director, Soy Transportation Coalition, Congressional Documents and Publications, 2012, lexis

One of the primary deliverables of this analysis was to evaluate the impact of these likely lock failures on a local level, rather than simply the national level. Both our elected leaders and constituent groups repeatedly demonstrate how issues have more resonance when understanding the local impact rather than the aggregate impact. The micro argument is more persuasive than the macro argument. The analysis documents how many Congressional districts in this nation have negative exposure to a potential lock and dam failure. America's economic competitiveness is not simply impacted by our increasingly unreliable inland waterway system, the economic health of our local communities will be impacted as well.
Our dilapidated lock and dam inventory is increasingly plagued by unscheduled maintenance and mechanical breakdowns. According to the Army Corps of Engineers, navigation outages on the Ohio River alone have increased more than three-fold since 2000, increasing from 25,000 hours to 80,000 hours. This unfortunately results in discouraging further investment by those who utilize the inland waterway system toward modernization of river terminals, towing equipment, or barge fleets. Our nation has the lofty and laudable goal of doubling exports by 2015. However, our nation - by not sufficiently maintaining our lock and dam inventory - is perpetuating a major impediment to this worthwhile goal being ultimately achieved.

Compounding the frustration due to having to depend on an increasingly unreliable inland waterway system is widespread discouragement due to our inability as a nation to adequately address this challenge. Those who utilize our inland waterway system have long recognized and articulated the alarming condition of our locks and dams. Unfortunately, this recognition and communication have not been met with tangible solutions.

And, Panama canal means investment isn’t enough

Mica, 12- 

(Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, John, March 27, 2012, “SUBCOMMITTEE REVIEWS BUDGET PRIORITIES FOR ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS,” http://transportation.house.gov/news/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1581) 

The Corps of Engineers provides water resources development projects for the nation, usually through cost-sharing partnerships with nonfederal sponsors. The appropriation request in the Administration’s FY 2013 budget submittal for the Corps of Engineers is $4.731 billion. “For too long, this Administration has short-changed and mis-prioritized the projects and programs of this agency,” said Chairman Gibbs. “I believe we must be supportive of programs that have a proven record of providing economic benefits. Gibbs continued, “In 2011, we had some of the worst flooding on record in this country. In 2014, it is likely an expanded Panama Canal will become operational. Yet, the President proposes to cut approximately $20 million from flood damage reduction activities and once again short-changes the navigation budget. The President is once again proposing to spend only half of money being collected for harbor maintenance. “Only if our ports and waterways are at their authorized depths and widths will products be able to move to their overseas destinations in an efficient and economical manner,” Gibbs added. “Once again, only 2 of the nation’s 10 largest ports are at their authorized depths and widths. The President’s budget does nothing to ensure the competitiveness of American products in world markets. That hurts businesses and costs us jobs. “Given the fact that the navigation projects and the flood damage reduction projects provide economic benefits to the nation, I would like to see the Administration place a higher priority on these types of water resources investment,” said Gibbs. Savings could be found by slowing down work on some environmental restoration projects until the economy turns around. In some cases, the Corps of Engineers places unnecessary hurdles in its own way to complete studies and projects. We have heard the Corps sometimes agrees to conduct additional studies on a project for information they don’t really need just to avoid a lengthy lawsuit. In many other cases, out-dated laws written by Congress or one-size-fits-all regulations from other federal agencies will delay or even kill a project. “I don’t necessarily want to repeal any environmental or coordination requirement, but all of us have to make the whole process more efficient. In today’s economy, delaying a project is synonymous with killing it. And killing a project in this way means lost economic opportunity and lost jobs,” Gibbs concluded. 

Stern, 12-

(Analyst in Natural Resources Policy, “Inland Waterways: Recent Proposals and Issues for Congress,” http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf) //JV 

Aging Infrastructure and Urgency of New Investments The condition of Corps inland waterway facilities has been a primary driver behind the call for increased investment on inland waterways. The Institute for Water Resources (part of the Corps of Engineers) notes that the majority of locks in the United States are now past their intended design age of 50 years. 50 The Corps has connected this aging infrastructure to an overall decline in the efficiency of its assets on inland waterways, noting that overall lock unavailability (both scheduled and unscheduled) has increased in recent years. 51 In some cases, the user industry favors new lock construction and expanded capacity over ongoing maintenance for a number of reasons. 52 Other groups argue against significant new investments for inland waterway projects. In arguing against new locks on the Upper Mississippi River, a coalition of environmental groups noted that while the design life of new investments is usually only 50 years, regular maintenance can extend the life of existing locks for an additional 50 years at a considerably lesser cost than that for new construction. 53 These groups generally argue that the costs of new lock construction greatly exceed the benefits of reduced waiting time and lock unavailability, and point out that issues associated with most aging inland waterways infrastructure can be overcome by improved smallscale and nonstructural improvements. 54

Locks Are Failing

Locks are failing now

Davidson, 5/20- 

(USA Today Reporter, “USA's creaking infrastructure holds back economy,” http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/story/2012-05-20/creaking-infrastructure/55096396/1) 

Locks and dams raise or lower barges from one water level to the next, but breakdowns are frequent. For example, the main chamber at a lock on the Ohio River near Warsaw, Ky., is being fixed. Maneuvering 15-barge tows into a much smaller backup chamber has increased the average delay at the lock from 40 minutes to 20 hours, including waiting time. The outage, which began last July and is expected to end in August, will cost American Electric Power and its customers $5.5 million as the utility ferries coal and other supplies along the river for itself and other businesses, says AEP senior manager Marty Hettel. As the economy picks up, the nation's creaking infrastructure will increasingly struggle to handle the load. That will make products more expensive as businesses pay more for shipping or maneuver around roadblocks, and it will cause the nation to lose exports to other countries — both of which are expected to hamper the recovery. "The good news is, the economy is turning," says Dan Murray, vice president of the American Transportation Research Institute. "The bad news is, we expect congestion to skyrocket." The ancient lock-and-dam system is perhaps the most egregious example of aging or congested transportation systems that are being outstripped by demand. Fourteen locks are expected to fail by 2020, costing the economy billions of dollars. Meanwhile, seaports can't accommodate larger container ships, slowing exports and imports. Highways are too narrow. Bridges are overtaxed. 

No Squo Funding

Low chance of any more funding

Davidson, 5/20- 

(USA Today Reporter, “USA's creaking infrastructure holds back economy,” http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/story/2012-05-20/creaking-infrastructure/55096396/1) 

 Yet, there's little prospect for more infrastructure investment as a divided Congress battles about how to cut the $1.3 trillion federal deficit, and state and local governments face their own budget shortfalls. Government investment in highways, bridges, water systems, schools and other projects has fallen each year since 2008. IHS Global Insight expects such outlays to drop 4.4% this year and 3% in 2013. 

***Solvency Mechanisms***
Funding Mechanism #1

Funding mechanism

Delta Farm Press 12 “Lack of waterway maintenance harming commerce, farmers,” 2/2 lexis

On efficiencies and savings… Using waterways, “we can move a ton of material 576 miles on a gallon of diesel. That’s efficiency we can’t get anywhere else. One 15 tow barge is the equivalent of 1,050 trucks or more than 260 railcars. “What we’re saying is ‘take the money being collected – the sufficient money – from users of the ships and pay for the maintenance of harbors and dredging. … We’ll have more than enough money, as was promised in the original Harbor Maintenance and Trust Fund, to pay for all necessary projects and then some.” Why won’t they use the trust fund monies to dredge? What’s the hold up? “That money is being used elsewhere in the government. This bill says the dollars collected must be used for the dedicated purposes for which it was collected.” Any pushback at the hearing? “The only pushback regarded a portion of the tax. Basically, if you have a ship that offloads and reloads on another ship to go on inland waterways, you have to pay the tax twice. That’s a $2 million inequity but it can be corrected very simply. “Another issue is some ports pay into the fund but don’t receive any money. That’s because they don’t have to dredge because they have a stone base. “Other areas receive more (from the fund) than they pay in. However, that has to be looked at in terms of the entire nation’s economy. All ships rise together. Collectively, this is still the United State of America – one country – and the money should be utilized here needed. If we use this money properly, there’s enough for all projects.” For more, see here.

Funding Mechanism #2

Funding mech/CP?

Steenhoek 4/18 Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director of the Soy Transportation Coalition House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment Hearing; "How Reliability of the Inland Waterway System Impacts Economic Competitiveness."; Testimony by Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director, Soy Transportation Coalition, Congressional Documents and Publications, 2012, lexis

Major investments of any nature - particularly infrastructure investments - require a system of funding that provides the money up front in a lump sum, or at least provides certainty that the incremental installments will be allocated. Our current system provides neither. In fact, if I were to design a funding system for infrastructure projects that would guarantee repeated cost overruns and project delays, I would design the system we currently have. It is our hope that we can have a productive discussion with other stakeholders that will result in better stewardship of the scarce resources we have to allocate to these inland waterway projects.

The other argument in our ongoing analysts is "a predictably good inland waterway system is better than a hypothetically great one." During this period of fiscal scarcity, we are concerned that our nation is failing not only in providing new and expanded locks and dams, but also in maintaining and preserving our current inventory. Each lock and dam is a link in a larger logistics chain. If one fails, our ability to deliver on customer demands is greatly impaired.

Committing to many of these major investment projects and failing to deliver on them, while allowing our remaining locks and dams to fall further into disrepair is a recipe for disaster. A preferable approach may be to first demonstrate stewardship of current locks and dams by providing assurance to users that a lock and dam, in the event of a major failure, will be operational within 48 or 72 hours, for example. If we allocate our resources that way and can provide this degree of predictability to those who utilize our inland waterway system, we will provide a superior message to the one we are currently sending. The Soy Transportation Coalition looks forward to working with other stakeholders in examining this potential approach.

Federal/IWTF

Funding through the IWTF
American Waterways Operators ’11 (“Inland Waterways and Infrastructure Funding”, March 2, 2011

http://www.americanwaterways.com/press_room/issue_briefs/Industry_Issues/IWTF.pdf)

America’s inland waterways are a precious resource and the envy of the world because of the natural “water highway” the system provides for commerce. Modern lock and dam infrastructure is critical to U.S. competitiveness in the world market, to environmental protection, to energy efficiency, to the sustainment of well-paying American jobs and to congestion relief. The inland waterways system includes 12,000 miles of commercially navigable channels and some 240 lock sites. These rivers move commerce to and from 38 states, serve industrial and agricultural centers and facilitate imports and exports at gateway ports. Every year, roughly 624 million tons of waterborne cargo transit the inland waterways, a volume equal to about 14% of all intercity freight and valued at nearly $70 billion. Today, more than half of the 240 operational U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-funded lock chambers in the United States are over 50 years old and have exceeded their economic design lives. Due to inefficiencies in infrastructure improvement projects, the current process to construct locks and dams is taking years longer than planned at costs that are sky-rocketing compared to projects completed only decades ago. The Congressionally-authorized Inland Waterways Users Board (IWUB), comprised of key Corps personnel and waterways stakeholders, worked together to develop a comprehensive, consensus package of recommendations to ensure the continued vitality of this critical system. Adoption of Consensus Plan will Ensure the System’s Future Viability The changes recommended by the IWUB/Corps report are intended to ensure the timely and efficient delivery of needed improvement to waterways infrastructure for the next 20 years. These changes include: Measures to improve the efficiency of Corps design and construction processes;  The use of weighted criteria to prioritize which projects get funding;  An emphasis on finishing projects in their order of commencement; A cost-share model that includes continuation of the 50%/50% split between industry and government for new lock construction and major lock rehabilitation projects that cost more than $100 million, and 100% federal funding for dams and lock rehabilitation projects under $100 million; A cost-share cap on industry contributions for new lock construction to prevent against escalating costs; and, An increase in the Inland Waterways Fuel Tax of six to nine cents per gallon. Adoption of this comprehensive solution will allow stakeholders of the inland waterways to enjoy the benefits of infrastructure improvements for the next generation. It will also benefit the public at large by ensuring and enhancing the environmental and economic advantages of waterborne commerce.

50/50 basis through IWTF

Han, 12 – Global Infrastructure Asset Management (“Why Invest In Infrastructure?,” http://www.globalinfrastructurellc.com/pdfs/Why_Invest_in_Infrastructure-Necessities_and_Benefits_of_Infrastructure_Investments.pdf) //JV   
 

Inland waterways are a significant part of the nation’s transportation system. Because of the national economic benefits of maritime transport, the federal government has invested in navigation infrastructure for two centuries. As a result, barge shipping has received significant support through federal funding for operational costs, capital expenditures, and major rehabilitation on inland waterways. Since the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, expenditures for construction and major rehabilitation projects on inland waterways have been cost-shared on a 50/50 basis between the federal government and users through the Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF). Operations and maintenance costs for inland waterways typically exceed these construction costs, and are a 100% federal responsibility pursuant to WRDA 1986. Future financing for the inland waterway system is uncertain. The IWTF is currently supported by a $0.20 per gallon tax on barge fuel, but its balance has declined significantly due to a combination of increased appropriations, cost overruns, and decreased revenues in previous years. Without changes to the financing system, IWTF spending is likely to be extremely limited. 
Han, 12 – Global Infrastructure Asset Management (“Why Invest In Infrastructure?,” http://www.globalinfrastructurellc.com/pdfs/Why_Invest_in_Infrastructure-Necessities_and_Benefits_of_Infrastructure_Investments.pdf) //JV 
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Future financing for the inland waterway system is uncertain. The IWTF is currently supported 

by a $0.20 per gallon tax on barge fuel, but its balance has declined significantly due to a 

combination of increased appropriations, cost overruns, and decreased revenues in previous years. 

Without changes to the financing system, IWTF spending is likely to be extremely limited.  

IWUB 2k (Inland Waterways Users Board, “INLAND WATERWAYS USERS BOARD 14 TH ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY AND THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS”, August 2000, http://www.waterwaysusers.us/IWUBAnnualrpt-00.pdf) 

The Board continues to note that the monies deposited in the Inland Waterways Trust 

Fund have not been fully utilized for the intended purpose of navigation infrastructure 

improvements.  Further, there continues to be a lack of general federal apportionment to match 

the dollars generated for the Inland Waterways Trust Fund for navigation infrastructure 

improvements.  The commercial users of the inland waterways have paid a considerable amount 

in fuel taxes since its enactment and the Board feels the funds generated by commercial users 

have been greatly under-utilized.   The Federal Government has a corresponding obligation to 

match the fuel tax revenues by providing 50% of the cost of lock and dam projects.  The United 

States= ability to compete and grow in the global economy is contingent upon our ability to 

efficiently transport raw goods, commodities, and finished products throughout the U.S. and for 

export.  We have the best, most efficient waterways system in the world; one that is studied and 

emulated around the globe.  We cannot maintain our world-class system without immediate 

attention to much-needed rehabilitation projects, small- scale improvements, scheduled 

construction of replacement projects, and effective use of realistic tools and models to study 

projects for future funding.  This will require proper allocation and expenditure of Inland 

Waterways Trust Fund monies currently available.   The Board strongly believes that funds spent to maintain and improve our waterway infrastructure yield an overwhelming benefit-to-cost ratio that will have a positive impact upon this Nation=s economy for decades and generations to come. While the Congress supports the inland navigation system, at this time adequate federal funding is not being made available to start new projects or to complete continuing construction projects in a cost efficient manner, let alone on time or on budget. This is a continuing challenge. The Inland Waterways Trust Fund has adequate dollars to meet the projected construction and rehabilitation requirements of the system over the next several years. Using trust funds to balance the budget is an extraordinarily expensive short-term solution that creates infrastructure problems of much greater magnitude, importance and cost. The Board firmly believes that future balanced budgets and our future economic competitiveness will be built upon a solid national infrastructure, of which the inland waterways are a significant, key component, and thus the Board strongly endorses an allocation and appropriation process that will allow optimum use of the Inland Waterways Trust Fund and allow construction projects to proceed at Αfull≅ capability funding levels.

Inland waterway fund is normal means for funding federal projects 

John F Troxell and Colonel Donald E Jackson ’07 (Professor of Strategic Military Logistics Operations and Planning, Center for Strategic Leadership, U.S. Army War College, “LEVERAGING THE STRATEGIC VALUE OF THE U.S. INLAND WATERWAY SYSTEM” March 30, 2007, http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/GetTRDoc?AD=ADA469583) 

In order to be an effective and reliable link in the transportation network, the inland waterway system requires adequate and consistent funding to remain a reliable mode of transport. Unlike road and rail, however, funding for new construction, operations, and maintenance (O&M) is shared by the federal government and commercial inland waterway users. The federal government continues to invest in navigation because of its benefit to the national economy. The distribution of cost between the federal government and the local project sponsor for waterways was established in the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1986 (Public Law 99-662). The Act established cost-share requirements for inland waterway projects that result in greater financial and decision-making role for non-federal stakeholders. The federal government typically pays 100% of costs associated with feasibility studies and O&M expenses. The Inland Waterway Trust Fund (IWTF), created in 1978, pays half the cost of the construction and major rehabilitation costs for specified federal inland waterways projects. It receives money from a tax on fuel (currently set at 20 cents per gallon) on vessels engaged in commercial transportation on inland waterways. 64 Typically, Congress appropriates funds from the federal general revenue fund (GR) as part of the annual process in the Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill to pay the other 50% of construction costs. 65 

IWTF lacks funding to complete modernization projects 

IMTS ’10 (Inland Marine transportation systems capital investment strategy team, “Inland Marine Transportation Systems (IMTS) Capital Projects Business Model”, April 13, 2010, http://www.waterwayscouncil.org/WCIExtras/IMTS_IWUB_Report.pdf) 

While the amount of fuel tax revenue changes from year to year based on a number of factors, average tax revenues into the IWTF over the past five years have been about $85 million per year, declining to only $76 million in the recession year of 2009. As a result, under current law and without further relief, with the IWTF balance almost drawn down, future annual IWTF expenditures will be limited to the amount of annual fuel tax revenues collected for that particular year. Without a change in revenues, cost-sharing policy, or both, some ongoing modernization projects as well as newly authorized projects will continue to be delayed. 
Tax

A tax could fund it
Charles Stern ’12 (Analyst in Natural Resource Policy, Congress Research Service, April 12,2012

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf)

Future financing for the inland waterway system is uncertain. The IWTF is currently supported by a $0.20 per gallon tax on barge fuel, but its balance has declined significantly due to a combination of increased appropriations, cost overruns, and decreased revenues in previous years. Without changes to the financing system, IWTF spending is likely to be extremely limited. Previously the Bush and Obama administrations have recommended replacing the fuel tax with one or more user fees that would increase revenues beyond their current baseline. However, Congress and industry interests have rejected these proposals. In 2010, the Inland Waterways Users Board (IWUB), a federal advisory committee advising the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on inland waterways, endorsed an alternative proposal that is supported by many barge industry interests. The proposal would increase the fuel tax by $0.06-$0.08 per gallon, but would also require that the federal government handle the full cost for some projects that are currently costshared. The Obama Administration generally opposes thInland waterways are a significant component of the nation’s marine transportation system. 

Federal Funding

More funding is needed

Paul Quinlan ’12 (Energy news wire reporter, E&E publishing, “Obama's budget touts navigation, but waterway interests aren't happy”, February 15, 2012,http://www.eenews.net/public/Greenwire/2012/02/15/4)

Despite boosting waterways projects, industry officials say, the budget proposal fails to provide enough for navigation and levees to ensure U.S. water infrastructure can adequately provide flood protection and help meet Obama's goal of doubling the nation's exports by 2015. The corps is under unprecedented pressure to do more with less. Spending caps imposed last year during the White House's debt-limit showdown with Congress have rendered the Army Corps' budget a zero-sum game for competing interests of navigation, flood control and ecosystem restoration. Adding to the pressure were epic floods last year along the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, which forced the agency to raid other accounts for its response. Congress provided $1.7 billion for the estimated $2 billion disaster. With so many needs and so little cash, few groups are thrilled by their prospects in the corps' budget sweepstakes. And waterways interests are pressing lawmakers to spend more on locks, levees and harbors and less on environmental restoration. A big competitor for cash is the massive Everglades restoration. Last year, about 10 percent of the Army Corps' construction budget went to the Everglades effort. The 30-year, $13.5 billion project was approved overwhelmingly by Congress and the Florida Legislature in 2000 as being essential to securing water supplies for 7 million people and protecting Everglades National Park and other federal parks and wildlife refuges. But Larson is telling lawmakers that some of that cash could pack more of an economic punch if spent on waterways. "It would seem to me," she said, "that the nation would be better served with a portion of that money focused on other projects which contribute more to the creation of jobs and our place in the global economy." Inland waterways face an $8 billion repair backlog, said Mike Toohey, president of the Waterways Council, a coalition of inland navigation interests. "The funding doesn't get anywhere near what the need is," Toohey said.

More investments are key

US Chamber ’10 (Statement on Marine transportation http://www.uscha mber.com/sites/default/files/lra/docs/usccwatertransportationpolicystatementfinal.pdf)

Increased investments in port infrastructure are needed to boost connectivity to other modes and improve the flow of imports and exports. Federal investments should not supplant state, local, and private sector resources, but be leveraged to draw additional resources. The federal government should: Continue to provide incentives to attract private investment in coastal and inland ports’ landside infrastructure. Make more use of federal credit models such as state revolving funds (SRFs), state infrastructure banks (SIBs), the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act program (TIFIA), and private activity bonds (PABs). o Provide incentives for state and local governments to secure the non-federal cost share of harbor and channel maintenance and dredging. o Support the use of short sea shipping where feasible. o Support pilot projects that provide private investment for inland waterways where feasible.

Full funding is needed

Charles Stern ’12 (Analyst in Natural Resource Policy, Congress Research Service, April 12,2012

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf)

Increase Overall Spending on Inland Waterways The IWUB report proposes an overall increase in funding for inland waterways, including increases in funding both from the IWTF and the General Revenue fund. As proposed in the IWUB report, full funding for this suite of investments requires that annual expenditures (from the GR fund and the IWTF) average approximately $380 million, a significant increase over historical averages. 41 This would necessitate an increase above average total expenditures since 1994, which have been approximately $234 million annually, and a significant increase over FY2011 expenditures, which were estimated to be approximately $170 million under the aforementioned “stopgap” measures. In the immediate future, most of the increase needed to fund the proposed portfolio of $380 million per year would be derived from the GR fund (in order to allow the trust fund balance to rebuild). For instance, to meet the IWUB proposal’s requirements over the first five years, federal funding would need to be $1.33 billion, or 74% of the total funding required for the report’s proposed projects over this time period. 

Theres a shortfall now
Charles Stern ’12 (Analyst in Natural Resource Policy, Congress Research Service, April 12,2012

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf)

Congress is faced with competing proposals relating to future financing for inland waterway system investments, including who will finance what investments, and at what level. The current revenue source, a set tax on fuel agreed to in the mid-1980s, is insufficient to cover the nonfederal costs of major capital expenditures on inland waterways. This has in some years resulted in federal taxpayers covering more than half of these costs. The ongoing shortfall is currently limiting the number of new and ongoing inland waterway construction projects, and is expected to continue to do so unless changes to the financing system are enacted by Congress. Recent proposals highlight a number of issues associated with inland waterways. On multiple prior occasions, the executive branch has proposed to phase out the fuel tax in favor of a lock usage fee, but these efforts have been rejected by Congress. More recently, the user industry proposed and continues to favor a combination of increases to the existing fuel tax and an increase in the federal share of inland waterway costs. 
Funding needed

Charles Stern ’12 (Analyst in Natural Resource Policy, Congress Research Service, April 12,2012

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf)

An overarching question for Congress is what level of new and ongoing investment is warranted 

(or desired) for the inland waterway system. Once such an investment level is defined, Congress 

may also need to decide whether changes to the current user fee (either changing the level of the 

fuel tax or incorporating a new fee) and cost-share arrangement are warranted to achieve this 

investment level. New legislation would be required to address these and other related issues. 

More investment necessary

Charles Stern ’12 (Analyst in Natural Resource Policy, Congress Research Service, April 12,2012

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf)

A central issue for Congress is the level and urgency of infrastructure investments on federal 

waterways. Commercial users, including shippers and some agricultural interests, have argued 

that additional investment is justified because of aging infrastructure, the need for expanded 

capacity, and positive environmental externalities associated with inland waterway shipping 

compared to other forms of shipping. These users argue that the benefits of inland waterways are 

widespread. Their claims are countered by a number of other groups, including taxpayer and 

environmental advocacy groups, who argue against increased federal funding for inland 

waterways. These groups contend that the shipping industry often misrepresents or overstates the 

benefits of these investments and that major funding increases for inland waterway projects are 

not warranted.

48

FY 2013 Budget

USACE ’12 (US Army Corps of Engineers, “Fiscal Year 2013 Civil Works Budget for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers”, February 2012, http://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civi lworks/press_book/budget2013.pdf)

Construction. The Budget provides $1.471 billion for the Construction account and gives priority to the projects with the greatest net economic and environmental returns per dollar invested, as well as to projects to address a significant risk to human safety. The Budget funds capital investments in the inland waterways based on the estimated revenues to the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, while proposing a new user fee to in the future. The Budget provides $415 million for dam safety, seepage control and static instability correction construction. Operation and Maintenance. The Budget provides $2.398 billion for the Operation and Maintenance account. The Budget again gives priority to those coastal harbors and inland waterways with the most commercial traffic, including increasing the amount to be spent from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund to a level significantly higher than in previous budgets. The Budget also funds harbors that support significant commercial fishing, subsistence, or public transportation benefits, although at a lower total level than in most prior years. The Budget provides operation and maintenance funding for safety improvements at Federal dams and levees based on the risk and consequence of a failure.

PR Newswire ’12 (“President's Fiscal 2013 Budget for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Civil Works Released”, February 13, 2012, http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/presidents-fiscal-2013-budget-for-us-army-corps-of-engineers-civil-works-released-139235098.html)

The FY13 Budget includes $1.747 billion for the study, design, construction, operation and maintenance of inland and coastal navigation projects.  It funds capital investments on the inland waterways based on the estimated revenues to the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, while proposing a new user fee to increase revenue to this trust fund to enable a significant increase in funding for such investments in the future. 

Emergency Response I/L

RITA ‘11( Research and Innovative Technology Administration, “emergency response via Inland Waterways”, August 2011http://utc.dot.gov/publications/spotlight/2011_08/html/spotlight_1108.html)

A catastrophic disaster can disable or destroy the very same vehicles, roads, and bridges that are needed to provide emergency response. But for many communities, inland waterways may provide access to equipment and emergency services when other means of transportation are unavailable. A goal of the Mack-Blackwell Rural Transportation Center (MBTC) is to enhance community emergency preparedness and disaster relief efforts by developing an index to help emergency planners evaluate the feasibility of incorporating inland waterways into their emergency response planning. Inland waterways may be especially useful for rural emergency planners who must cover a large geographical area with limited resources. Inland waterways are a tremendous asset to the United States, providing an economical and environmentally sound mode for moving cargo. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for nearly 12,000 miles of commercial, navigable U.S. inland and intracoastal waterways–the Mississippi/Ohio River System, the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, the Intracoastal Waterway along the Atlantic Coast, and the Columbia-Snake River System in the Pacific Northwest. Inland and intracoastal waterways serve 38 States with 192 commercially active lock sites.1 Map courtesy of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers U.S. Inland and Intracoastal Waterway System Domestic waterborne trade over inland waterways amounted to 522.5 million short tons in 2009 alone.2 The Nation's waterways are used to transport approximately 20% of America's coal, 22% of U.S. petroleum and 60% of the Nation's farm exports.3 Historically, tugs and barges have been used to provide emergency response services. As part of recovery efforts in the wake of the January 2010 Haiti earthquake, tugs and barges participated in the vast international relief operation, carrying large volumes of food and supplies as well as aid to help ease shortages. MBTC has developed a Waterway Emergency Service (WES) index to measure the potential of individual counties to benefit from inland waterway emergency response. The WES index consists of seven factors:

***Economy ***

Econ
And, squo inland waterways lack resilience---deterioration kills the econ

American Society of Civil Engineers 8 *2008 is the most recent citation, Infrastructure Report Card “Inland Waterways” http://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/fact-sheet/inland-waterways
Conditions

Because of their ability to move large amounts of cargo, the nation’s inland waterways are a strategic economic and military resource. A recent analysis by the U.S. Army War College concluded that "the strategic contributions of these inland waterways are not well understood. The lack of adequate understanding impacts decisions contributing to efficient management, adequate funding, and effective integration with other modes of transportation at the national level. Recommendations demonstrate that leveraging the strategic value of U.S. inland waterways will contribute to building an effective and reliable national transportation network for the 21st century." 1

Forty-one states, including all states east of the Mississippi River and 16 state capitals, are served by commercially navigable waterways. The U.S. inland waterway system consists of 12,000 miles of navigable waterways in four systems—the Mississippi River, the Ohio River Basin, the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway, and the Pacific Coast systems—that connect with most states in the U.S.   The system comprises 257 locks, which raise and lower river traffic between stretches of water of different levels.

Three-quarters of the nation's inland waterways, or approximately 9,000 miles, are within the Mississippi River system. The next largest segment is the Ohio River system with 2,800 miles. The Gulf Coast Intercoastal Waterway system comprises 1,109 miles and the Columbia River system, the shortest of the four major systems, is only 596 miles long.

The nationwide network includes nearly 11,000 miles of federal user fees through an excise tax on fuel.  Commercial waterway operators on these designated waterways pay a fuel tax of 20 cents per gallon, which is deposited in the Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF). The IWTF, which was created in 1978, funds half the cost of new construction and major rehabilitation of the inland waterway infrastructure.

Forty-seven percent of all locks maintained by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were classified as functionally obsolete in 2006. Assuming that no new locks are built within the next 20 years, by 2020, another 93 existing locks will be obsolete—rendering more than 8 out of every 10 locks now in service outdated. 2 Currently, the Corps has $180 million per year available for lock repairs—half comes from the IWTF revenues and half comes from congressional appropriations. With an average rehabilitation cost of $50 million per lock, the current level allows the Corps to fully fund only two or three lock projects each year. 

Due to a lack of adequate data, ASCE was unable to assess the condition of, or assign a grade to, the infrastructure of the nation’s more than 300 ports and harbors. Ports, which are owned and operated largely by state, local, and private entities, are not required to report on the condition of their infrastructure to the federal government. Nevertheless, U.S. ports connect to 1,000 federally maintained harbor channels and 12,000 miles of taxpayer-funded inland waterways, and their landside port infrastructure facilities include terminals, wharves, rail yards, and roadways within the harbor districts. 6 In 2007, the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), which represents ports in the U.S., Canada and Mexico, reported that public ports in the U.S. must invest $1.7 billion annually to update and modernize their facilities. The AAPA report contained no assessment of the physical condition of individual ports or of port infrastructure generally. 4 Resilience The current system of inland waterways lacks resilience. Waterway usage is increasing, but facilities are aging and many are well past their design life of 50 years. Recovery from any event of significance would be negatively impacted by the age and deteriorating condition of the system, posing a direct threat to the American economy.

A large scale Inland waterway project will funnel billions into the economy

DeVol et al, 10 (Ross, chief research officer at the Milken Institute, a non-partisan, independent economic think tank. He is also author of “Jobs for America: Investments and Policies for Economic Growth and Competitiveness.”, January 2010, “Jobs for America”, http://www.nam.org/~/media/58F813B0D1E643DC91E564FE4C3B3C2F.ashx)

Certain infrastructure projects, such as building a smart grid or constructing inland waterways, require an extensive production infrastructure and a large proportion of highly skilled and specialized labor. With this need comes demand for supply-related goods and services. The cumulative employment and earnings generated by all this tightly interconnected activity ripples throughout the economy. Spending by engineers, contractors, and researchers boosts the income of business professionals, restaurant workers, retail clerks, and real estate agents, who then plow that extra income back into the local economy. Through these greater purchases of goods and services, wealth is created and sustained.

Over 67,000 total jobs would be created by a large scale waterway construction via the Army Corps of engineers

DeVol et al, 10 (Ross, chief research officer at the Milken Institute, a non-partisan, independent economic think tank. He is also author of “Jobs for America: Investments and Policies for Economic Growth and Competitiveness.”, January 2010, “Jobs for America”, http://www.nam.org/~/media/58F813B0D1E643DC91E564FE4C3B3C2F.ashx)

Inland waterways are part of the nation’s infrastructure for moving goods, and they require federal assistance for maintainance and improvements. They encompass over 8,200 miles of major river systems119 that connect the Gulf of Mexico with the agriculturally rich Midwest and manufacturing hubs in the Southeast and the Great Lakes. Current projects include development in the Pacific Northwest; however, the Mississippi River system and its tributaries are the busiest and most expansive network of lock-and-dam infrastructure.120 Inland waterway projects under construction or almost ready to begin construction will require approximately $7 billion to complete.121 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for constructing, modernizing, and maintaining these waterways. Construction and maintenance of dams and waterways for freight transportation have historically been neglected and underfunded. The Corps of Engineers has a $60 billion project backlog.122 In addition to hampering trade by limiting cargo size and freight passage,123 underinvestment in public works has had major public safety ramifications, often negatively amplifying natural disasters, as was the case with the levees that failed during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The direct impacts of a $2.6 billion investment would consist of nearly 24,000 construction- and R&D-related jobs and $1.1 billion in earnings. Ripple effects increase the total impacts to more than 67,000 jobs, $2.7 billion in earnings, and $8.1 billion in output. In other words, every $1 billion invested in inland waterways creates more than 25,800 jobs across all sectors. Assuming that the impacts of the total proposed investment occur over three years, the average annual increase would be about 22,300 jobs.

**Competitiveness**

**Uniqueness**

2AC – Locks Kill Competitiveness 

Current lock structures threaten US competitiveness 
NAM, 5/31-

(National Association of Manufactures, “20-Year Capital Plan for Nation’s Inland Waterways,” http://www.nam.org/~/media/CAABA07F1B4746BAA7DA1C3EBAE1E3F7/Manufacturers_Rely_on_the_Waterways_for_Competitiveness.pdf) 

 The nation’s manufacturers are able to ship goods efficiently throughout the United States and export overseas to support our nation’s competitiveness because we have a diversified transportation network that offers a range of options by land, water and air. The transportation cost savings attributable to the efficiency of the inland waterways is estimated to exceed $7 billion annually compared to the cost of shipping this tonnage by other means. Increasing planned and unplanned closures at the aging locks either due to mechanical failure or regularly scheduled maintenance on the inland navigation system create costly delays and threaten to erode these efficiencies. The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) and other groups opposed a proposal by the Bush Administration to phase out the inland waterway barge fuel tax and replace it with a lock fee similar to a toll. The Obama Administration presented similar lock fee proposals in a recent budget submission to Congress. The NAM appreciates Congress rejecting these lock fee proposals due to concerns that a new fee will lessen the competitiveness of the waterway option and disproportionately affect major industrial and agricultural waterway shippers who rely on the Upper Mississippi, Ohio, Illinois and other river systems
**Internal Links**

2AC – Jobs

Inland waterway repairs are crucial to the nations economy
NCGA, 4/2- 
(National Corn Growers Association, “Improving inland waterways system remains crucial,” http://www.agprofessional.com/news/Improvements-to-inland-waterways-system-remain-crucial-145162035.html) 

With a wide variety of pressing issues facing the federal government over the coming months, funding for desperately needed lock and dam improvements remains a high priority for the nation's corn farmers, according to the National Corn Growers Association. With the country's inland navigation system moving more than a billion bushels of grain per year, about 60 percent of all grain exports, farmers understand the importance of a functional waterways system. "Our inland waterway system plays a crucial role in the nation's economy, and we must act now to help our leaders understand that funding improvements is critical to maintaining our industry's viability," said NCGA President Garry Niemeyer. Achieving our goal is not only important for farmers and shippers, our nation as a whole will benefit from the job creation and shipping efficiencies this project would generate." The country's inland navigation system plays an even more visible role in the economy also, moving more than a billion tons of domestic commerce valued at more than $300 billion per year. Yet, investment in the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Waterways has not kept pace with the needs of the transportation sector. Designed to last only 50 years, much of the lock system is approaching 80 years old and signs of deterioration are readily apparent.
Inland waterways creates jobs 
Devol and Wong, 10- 
(Devol is Chief Research and the Miliken Institute, Wong is the director of Research at the Miliken Institute, January, “Jobs for America Investments and policies for economic growth and competitiveness,” http://www.nam.org/~/media/58F813B0D1E643DC91E564FE4C3B3C2F.ashx) 

Inland Waterways Inland waterways are part of the nation’s infrastructure for moving goods, and they require federal assistance for maintainance and improvements. They encompass over 8,200 miles of major river systems 119 that connect the Gulf of Mexico with the agriculturally rich Midwest and manufacturing hubs in the Southeast and the Great Lakes. Current projects include development in the Pacific Northwest; however, the Mississippi River system and its tributaries are the busiest and most expansive network of lock-and-dam infrastructure. 120 Inland waterway projects under construction or almost ready to begin construction will require approximately $7 billion to complete. 121 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for constructing, modernizing, and maintaining these waterways. Construction and maintenance of dams and waterways for freight transportation have historically been neglected and underfunded. The Corps of Engineers has a $60 billion project backlog. 122 In addition to hampering trade by limiting cargo size and freight passage, 123 underinvestment in public works has had major public safety ramifications, often negatively amplifying natural disasters, as was the case with the levees that failed during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The direct impacts of a $2.6 billion investment would consist of nearly 24,000 construction- and R&D-related jobs and $1.1 billion in earnings. Ripple effects increase the total impacts to more than 67,000 jobs, $2.7 billion in earnings, and $8.1 billion in output. In other words, every $1 billion invested in inland waterways creates more than 25,800 jobs across all sectors. Assuming that the impacts of the total proposed investment occur over three years, the average annual increase would be about 22,300 jobs. 
Inland waterways creates jobs and a multiplier effect
Devol and Wong, 10- 
(Devol is Chief Research and the Miliken Institute, Wong is the director of Research at the Miliken Institute, January, “Jobs for America Investments and policies for economic growth and competitiveness,” http://www.nam.org/~/media/58F813B0D1E643DC91E564FE4C3B3C2F.ashx) 

Certain infrastructure projects, such as building a smart grid or constructing inland waterways, require an extensive production infrastructure and a large proportion of highly skilled and specialized labor. With this need comes demand for supply-related goods and services. The cumulative employment and earnings generated by all this tightly interconnected activity ripples throughout the economy. Spending by engineers, contractors, and researchers boosts the income of business professionals, restaurant workers, retail clerks, and real estate agents, who then plow that extra income back into the local economy. Through these greater purchases of goods and services, wealth is created and sustained. 

2AC – Exports

Exports are the engine running the economy

Ketels, 10-  

(Christian, Harvard Business School faculty at Professor Michael E. Porter's Institute for Strategy and Competitiveness, “Export Competitiveness: Reversing the Logic,” http://www.isc.hbs.edu/pdf/WB_Export_Competitiveness_March2010.pdf) 

Competitiveness strategies are broadly based, recognizing the need to upgrade performance across the entire economy, not just the export‐oriented sectors. Export‐oriented sectors are like the engine of an economy. They are critical but without an efficient transmission system of local industries, their value generation does not translate into a high standard of living for the broader population. While both parts of the economy are important, they do face different dynamics. In export‐oriented sectors companies compete directly with foreign peers, implicitly pitting different business environments against each other, not just firms. In the local sectors, the competition is only between firms that are all exposed to the same business environment conditions. For policy makers, this implies that a competitiveness strategy needs to cover both export‐oriented and local industries. And it needs to take into account that in the export‐ oriented sector policy choices have to be made with a much stronger view on policies in places in other locations. Competitiveness strategies are squarely oriented towards reaching higher productivity. Attracting FDI, generating jobs, and growing exports are positive implications of higher productivity. But the ultimate test of whether policies are effective is their impact on prosperity. And here productivity is a much better long‐term target then intermediate outcomes like exports that can also be driven up by policies that do not raise productivity or long‐term prosperity. 

Export based economy is key to jobs and competitiveness 
Dewan, 12-

(January 11, Sabina, Director of Globalization and International Employment at American Progress, “Making U.S. Exports Work for Job Creation,” http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2012/01/exports_job_creation.html) 

The ongoing national debate over how to create enough jobs for 14 million unemployed Americans has largely left out the important role of exports in curbing our nation’s unemployment crisis. But the goods and services we sell to other nations account for 12.5 percent of our economy and directly support 9.2 million, or 7 percent, of American jobs. Policymakers would do well to recognize just how important U.S. exports are to restoring our nation’s global economic competitiveness and a prosperous middle class. Exports, in short, must be part of the solution to create enough jobs and put millions of hardworking, middle-class Americans back to work. President Barack Obama’s National Export Initiative to double American exports from $1.57 trillion in 2009 to $3.14 trillion by 2015 is a step in the right direction. But three complementary steps would help leverage exports for job creation more effectively—not just for the next three years but for years to come: First, an export strategy must connect to an economic plan to promote U.S. competitiveness, especially in manufacturing. Second, we must systematically collect information on the full range of activities that other countries are undertaking to promote their exports and be more creative in how we promote our exports overseas. Third, we must cultivate more demand abroad. 
Exports are key to products in the American market
Ketels, 10-  

(Christian, Harvard Business School faculty at Professor Michael E. Porter's Institute for Strategy and Competitiveness, “Export Competitiveness: Reversing the Logic,” http://www.isc.hbs.edu/pdf/WB_Export_Competitiveness_March2010.pdf) 

While the competitiveness‐oriented approach provides a fundamental different perspective on how a growth strategy should be designed, it does not ignore the important role that exports play in the growth process. And there is also a significant overlap in terms of the individual policies that are suggested. Exports are an important diagnostic tool that can help signal whether more fundamental conditions in the economy are right. The overall success on global export markets as well as the particular pattern of industries that successfully export provides valuable “revealed” information on underlying competitiveness conditions. Low levels of exports are an indication that there are weaknesses that either limit the productivity of companies or negatively affect their ability to project their capabilities on global markets. Exports in particular sectors give an indication that the location has a particular set of strengths in its competitiveness fundamentals that are conducive to their success. Together with additional information on these competitiveness fundamentals and ultimate economic outcomes in terms of productivity and prosperity exports are thus and important element to identify the key policy priorities for a particular country or region. Export‐oriented policies also have their place in an overall competitiveness‐oriented growth agenda. Many of the policies discussed earlier as instruments to improve the effectiveness of export competitiveness policies remove barriers to exports in ways that directly improve the productivity of companies. They do so either by enhancing companies’ capabilities directly or by removing barriers that limit their abilities to translate these capabilities into valuable products or services for consumers on export markets. But there are other polices like currency undervaluation or export subsidies that do not have this property. Such policies can only be justified, if the rise in exports enhances the effect of other policies that ultimately increase competitiveness. If that happens the initial export subsidies can be eliminated over time. These policies are thus like performance enhancing drugs; potentially useful in the short run but dangerous if they become an addiction. The competitiveness framework can help to better distinguish export‐oriented policies that make a contribution to long‐term sustainable growth from those that do not. 

2AC – Manufacturing

Manufacturing competitiveness is declining 
Ignite, 11- 

(December, US Manufacturing Competitiveness Initiative, “Voice of American Labor Leaders on Manufacturing Competitiveness,”) 

Through the globalization of manufacturing during the past several decades, however, opportunities for American workers to contribute to U.S. manufac- turing competitiveness have declined. Since 2002 alone, the United States has lost more than five million manufacturing jobs.1 Manufacturing’s per- centage of GDP has also declined, from contributing 19 percent to U.S. GDP in 1991 to only 13.4 per- cent in 2008.2 This trend has had a significant negative impact on the domestic workforce, both

in terms of the skills workers have to contribute to manufacturing competitiveness and the economic prosperity of the American middle class. 

Increasing exports are the accelerator for economic growth 

Zhang, 5- 

(Kevin, Department of Economics, Illinois State University, “How Does FDI Affect a Host Country’s Export Performance? The Case of China,” http://faculty.washington.edu/karyiu/confer/xian05/papers/zhang.pdf) 

 FDI has been viewed as an accelerator of host countries’ economic growth. One of its major potential growth-contribution is to promote host countries’ exports. This study attempts to empirically investigate the issue by using the Chinese industrial data. The estimates indicate that FDI indeed has a positive impact on China’s export boom, its effects are much larger than those of domestic capital, and its effects are larger in labor-intensive industries, as one might anticipate. China’s success in promoting exports through FDI reported here might be somewhat special due to its unique advantage over other developing countries in bargaining with multinational corporations. While FDI has potentials in helping host countries’ exports, the benefits do not accrue automatically or evenly across countries. National policies and host government bargaining power relative to multinational corporations matter for attracting exportoriented FDI and for reaping its full benefits for exports. China’s unique advantages in large country-size, strong centralized government, large amount of rich overseas Chinese who set up most of the export-oriented affiliates, and well-designed FDI strategy, have provided it with negotiating power to minimize the adverse effects and realize positive effects of FDI 

**Impacts**

2AC – Protectionism
Decline in competitiveness cause American protectionism and isolationism 
William, 96- 

(deB Mills, “American political scientist specializing in the future of the global political system,” https://www.google.com/search?sugexp=chrome,mod=8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&q=%22mills+william+deB) 

The "U.S. Decline" Scenario Continued voter and corporate demands for handouts plus lower taxes increase the federal deficit, undermining government financial stability Individuals consume heavily at the expense of savings, which leaves them equally exposed. In a self-centered society where everyone feels abused, reform movements have no chance. Personal incentive to excel dissipatse as scholarships, grades, jobs, and promotions increasingly are given for politically correct reasons rather than merit. Fewer workers support more dependents on salaries that are being diminished by declining international competitiveness. America turns to protectionism and isolationism fueled by the cry of ambitious politicians to "protect American sovereignty." Foreign investors flee to more hospitable markets, and allies drift away. With government,corporate, and personal financial reserves used up, isolated America slowly declines: Infrastructure decays, educational levels drop, cities go bankrupt, more and more people become alienated, and the population ages. Gradually, East Asia and West Europe inherit leadership of a rapidly advancing global society peacefully enriching itself through the expanding market opportunities born of multilateralism.
2AC – Economy 

Independently, this threatens to make every global problem worse—economic growth is vital to generate the resources needed to meet emerging challenges.

Silk 93 — Leonard Silk, Distinguished Professor of Economics at Pace University, Senior Research Fellow at the Ralph Bunche Institute on the United Nations at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York, and former Economics Columnist with the New York Times, 1993 (“Dangers of Slow Growth,” Foreign Affairs, Available Online to Subscribing Institutions via Lexis-Nexis)

Like the Great Depression, the current economic slump has fanned the firs of nationalist, ethnic and religious hatred around the world.  Economic hardship is not the only cause of these social and political pathologies, but it aggravates all of them, and in turn they feed back on economic development.  They also undermine efforts to deal with such global problems as environmental pollution, the production and trafficking of drugs, crime, sickness, famine, AIDS and other plagues. 

Growth will not solve all those problems by itself.  But economic growth – and growth alone – creates the additional resources that make it possible to achieve such fundamental goals as higher living standards, national and collective security, a healthier environment, and more liberal and open economies and societies.

And, economic decline increases the risk of war—strong statistical support. 

Royal 10 — Jedidiah Royal, Director of Cooperative Threat Reduction at the U.S. Department of Defense, M.Phil. Candidate at the University of New South Wales, 2010 (“Economic Integration, Economic Signalling and the Problem of Economic Crises,” Economics of War and Peace: Economic, Legal and Political Perspectives, Edited by Ben Goldsmith and Jurgen Brauer, Published by Emerald Group Publishing, ISBN 0857240048, p. 213-215)

Less intuitive is how periods of economic decline may increase the likelihood of external conflict. Political science literature has contributed a moderate degree of attention to the impact of economic decline and the security and defence behaviour of interdependent states. Research in this vein has been considered at systemic, dyadic and national levels. Several notable contributions follow. 

First, on the systemic level, Pollins (2008) advances Modelski and Thompson's (1996) work on leadership cycle theory, finding that rhythms in the global economy are associated with the rise and fall of a pre-eminent power and the often bloody transition from one pre-eminent leader to the next. As such, exogenous shocks such as economic crises could usher in a redistribution of relative power (see also Gilpin. 1981) that leads to uncertainty about power balances, increasing the risk of miscalculation (Feaver, 1995). Alternatively, even a relatively certain redistribution of power could lead to a permissive environment for conflict as a rising power may seek to challenge a declining power (Werner. 1999). Separately, Pollins (1996) also shows that global economic cycles combined with parallel leadership cycles impact the likelihood of conflict among major, medium and small powers, although he suggests that the causes and connections between global economic conditions and security conditions remain unknown. 

Second, on a dyadic level, Copeland's (1996, 2000) theory of trade expectations suggests that 'future expectation of trade' is a significant variable in understanding economic conditions and security behaviour of states. He argues that interdependent states are likely to gain pacific benefits from trade so long as they have an optimistic view of future trade relations. However, if the expectations of future trade decline, particularly for difficult [end page 213] to replace items such as energy resources, the likelihood for conflict increases, as states will be inclined to use force to gain access to those resources. Crises could potentially be the trigger for decreased trade expectations either on its own or because it triggers protectionist moves by interdependent states.4 

Third, others have considered the link between economic decline and external armed conflict at a national level. Blomberg and Hess (2002) find a strong correlation between internal conflict and external conflict, particularly during periods of economic downturn. They write,

The linkages between internal and external conflict and prosperity are strong and mutually reinforcing. Economic conflict tends to spawn internal conflict, which in turn returns the favour. Moreover, the presence of a recession tends to amplify the extent to which international and external conflicts self-reinforce each other. (Blomberg & Hess, 2002. p. 89) 

Economic decline has also been linked with an increase in the likelihood of terrorism (Blomberg, Hess, & Weerapana, 2004), which has the capacity to spill across borders and lead to external tensions. 

Furthermore, crises generally reduce the popularity of a sitting government. “Diversionary theory" suggests that, when facing unpopularity arising from economic decline, sitting governments have increased incentives to fabricate external military conflicts to create a 'rally around the flag' effect. Wang (1996), DeRouen (1995). and Blomberg, Hess, and Thacker (2006) find supporting evidence showing that economic decline and use of force are at least indirectly correlated. Gelpi (1997), Miller (1999), and Kisangani and Pickering (2009) suggest that the tendency towards diversionary tactics are greater for democratic states than autocratic states, due to the fact that democratic leaders are generally more susceptible to being removed from office due to lack of domestic support. DeRouen (2000) has provided evidence showing that periods of weak economic performance in the United States, and thus weak Presidential popularity, are statistically linked to an increase in the use of force. 

In summary, recent economic scholarship positively correlates economic integration with an increase in the frequency of economic crises, whereas political science scholarship links economic decline with external conflict at systemic, dyadic and national levels.5 This implied connection between integration, crises and armed conflict has not featured prominently in the economic-security debate and deserves more attention. 

This observation is not contradictory to other perspectives that link economic interdependence with a decrease in the likelihood of external conflict, such as those mentioned in the first paragraph of this chapter. [end page 214] Those studies tend to focus on dyadic interdependence instead of global interdependence and do not specifically consider the occurrence of and conditions created by economic crises. As such, the view presented here should be considered ancillary to those views.

***Agriculture***

Uniqueness
And, the number of barges will only increase---dam and lock failure is inevitable absent the plan

Steenhoek 4/18 Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director of the Soy Transportation Coalition House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment Hearing; "How Reliability of the Inland Waterway System Impacts Economic Competitiveness."; Testimony by Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director, Soy Transportation Coalition, Congressional Documents and Publications, 2012, lexis

The U.S. Department of Agriculture reports that 58 percent of U.S. soybean exports in 2011 departed from the Mississippi Gulf port region. Approximately 90 percent of that volume arrived at the port region via barge. The widely advertised expansion of the Panama Canal has the potential to increase the commercial viability of the U.S. inland waterway system - provided that we make prudent investments in our ports and lock and dam inventory. According to our recent soybean check off-funded research, the greater efficiencies of maritime transportation resulting from the expanded Panama Canal will have a positive ripple effect on those who utilize the inland waterway system. Our research predicts that grain and oilseeds transiting the Panama Canal will increase 30 percent by 2020/2021. After the canal expansion in 2014, ocean vessels will be able to accommodate up to 13,300 additional metric tons of soybeans (approximately 500,000 bushels) per voyage, which amounts to an additional $6 million in cargo value. Customers will realize up to a 35 cent per bushel savings due to this greater efficiency of maritime transportation. Figure 2 below highlights how sizable areas of the country will experience greater access to the efficiencies of barge transportation subsequent to the Panama Canal expansion. According to the soybean check off-funded research, the draw area to our major navigable waterways could expand from 70 miles to 161 miles. As a result, there will be increased areas of the country that will be able to avail themselves of the safe, environmentally friendly, and economically competitive inland waterway system. From a shipper perspective, this will most likely have a favorable impact on area rail rates since there is wide evidence that transportation costs go down - and economic competitiveness goes up - when there is more than one shipping option in a particular region. However, these potential efficiency gains from the Panama Canal expansion will only occur if the U.S. sufficiently invests in our links in the logistics chain that connects with the Panama Canal. If we fail to do so, we will simply shift the bottleneck from Panama to the United States. Figure 2: Increased draw area for inland waterways transportation following the Panama Canal expansion Source: "Panama Canal Expansion: Impact on U.S. Agriculture." Funded by the soybean check off The soybean check off recently completed a study, "America's Locks and Dams: A Ticking Time Bomb for Agriculture?". The research, conducted by the Texas Transportation Institute at Texas AandM University, projected the impact of potential lock and dam failures on the competitiveness of our industry. Unfortunately, there is an established and growing consensus that such failures are not a matter of if they occur, they are a matter of when. Figure 3 highlights the cost to U.S. agricultural producers of various lock closures of various durations along the inland waterway system. American farmers are demonstrating the ability to increase supply and customers are expressing a growing appetite for this production. However, the below figure illustrates that failing to connect supply and demand can have a pernicious impact on our economic competitiveness. Figure 3: Cost to Agricultural Producers of Lock Closures ($ millions): Lock 2 Weeks 1 Month 3 Months 1 Year LaG range $2.7 $4.8 $21.2 $30.4 Lock 20 $2.8 $4.9 $15.4 $44 Lock 25 $2.8 $4.9 $15.4 $44.1 Markland $0.89 $1.02 $3.8 $4.9 Lock 52 $2.9 $3.1 $11.9 $13.9 Source; "America's Locks and Dams: A Ticking Time Bomb for Agriculture?" Funded by the soybean check off

New investments are key---squo funding is peacemeal which is ineffective

Western Farm Press 4/3 “Inland waterway improvements crucial to US agriculture” 2012 lexis

With a wide variety of pressing issues facing the federal government over the coming months, funding for desperately needed lock and dam improvements remains a high priority for the nation's corn farmers according to the National Corn Growers Association. With the country's inland navigation system moving more than a billion bushels of grain per year, about 60 percent of all grain exports, farmers understand the importance of a functional waterways system. (For more, see: US inland waterway system a national embarrassment) "Our inland waterway system plays a crucial role in the nation's economy, and we must act now to help our leaders understand that funding improvements is critical to maintaining our industry's viability," said NCGA President Garry Niemeyer. Achieving our goal is not only important for farmers and shippers, our nation as a whole will benefit from the job creation and shipping efficiencies this project would generate." The country's inland navigation system plays an even more visible role in the economy also, moving more than a billion tons of domestic commerce valued at more than $300 billion per year. Yet, investment in the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Waterways has not kept pace with the needs of the transportation sector. Designed to last only 50 years, much of the lock system is approaching 80 years old and signs of deterioration are readily apparent. Not only has this crucial infrastructure far-exceeded its lifespan, it cannot accommodate modern barging practices that use 1,100 foot barge-tows. Many of the locks are only 600 feet long, forcing barges to use the time-consuming and dangerous double-locking procedure. Government and industry officials agree that the precarious state of the waterway system stems from a flawed method of maintaining and replacing aging locks and dams. Despite authorizing a bill that would create $8 billion in projects that would replace or rehabilitate aging river infrastructure, it did not fully fund these projects at that time. Instead, the projects are funded in a piecemeal fashion, slapping Band-Aids on the gushing wound. This approach has led to significant cost overruns and construction delays counted in decades, not months or years. Corn growers have been long-time advocates for improvements to the inland waterway system. Following the passage of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007, which provides authorization for construction of seven locks on the Upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers as well as immediate implementation of small-scale measures and the creation of a major ecosystem restoration program, NCGA has remained focused on obtaining construction dollars through the annual appropriations process. Earlier this week, progress was made as Rep. Tim Bishop, ranking member on the House of Representatives Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee, submitted a letter to the committee's Chairman Rep. Bob Gibbs requesting proposing the bipartisan organization of a stakeholder roundtable to discuss the deteriorating inland waterways system. For a full copy of this letter, click here. This problem is gaining attention outside of the agricultural community. Last week, thePittsburgh Post-Gazette published a four-part series of articles on the condition of the Pittsburgh region's 23 locks and dams, titled "Locked and Dammed." To read these articles in their entirety, please click here (part 1, part 2, part 3, part 4). For additional information on NCGA's activities through the Waterways Council Inc., and to view a video highlighting the immediate necessity of improvements, please click here.

Ag Competitiveness Internal Link

Inland waterways are key to ag competitiveness---solves econ and hunger---lack of funding now ensures inevitable collapse

Steenhoek 4/18 Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director of the Soy Transportation Coalition House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment Hearing; "How Reliability of the Inland Waterway System Impacts Economic Competitiveness."; Testimony by Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director, Soy Transportation Coalition, Congressional Documents and Publications, 2012, lexis

Over the past few years, much of U.S. agriculture, in general, and the soybean industry, in particular, has been a silver lining in an overall cloudy economy. American farmers are increasingly productive in growing quality, abundant food. Customers, both domestic and, increasingly, overseas, are demanding this production. For the soybean industry, over half of what American farmers produce is destined to the international marketplace - one quarter of total production will be delivered to China alone. Not only do these transactions enhance the U.S. economy - particularly in rural America - it also serves the higher purpose of feeding millions of people who, for the first time in their family's history, are able to incorporate more protein into their diets. This pastoral, traditional industry has truly become one of the world's most dynamic and compelling. One of the primary reasons U.S. agriculture is so viable and competitive is our expansive and efficient transportation network of roads, bridges, railroads, inland waterways, and ports. Figure 1 below provides an efficient snapshot of the role of transportation - particularly inland waterways-in ensuring the competitiveness of the U.S. soybean industry. The chart provides a cost comparison of producing and delivering a metric ton of soybeans from both the U.S. and Brazil - our primary competitor - to a customer in Shanghai. Both of the origination points - Davenport, Iowa, and North Mato Grosso, Brazil - are approximately 950 miles from their respective port regions. While the movement from North Mato Grosso to the port relies on trucking, the movement from Davenport to the export terminals in Southern Louisiana enjoys the efficiency America's inland waterway system provides. As the chart validates, the main reason the U.S. soybean industry and many other agricultural products are the most economical choice for our customers on the international marketplace is due to our superior transportation system. Other countries can produce quality products at a lower price. However, it has been and continues to be our ability to deliver those products to our customers in a cost-effective manner that allows our industry to be so competitive. Transportation - particularly the inland waterway system - is not simply a contributing factor of agriculture's success, it is a predominant one. Figure 1: Costs of transporting soybeans: U.S. vs. Brazil (per metric ton; 4th quarter, 2011) Davenport, Iowa to Shanghai North Mato Grosso, Brazil to Shanghai Truck-$10.22 Truck-$115.05 Barge-$28.91 Ocean - $55.33 Ocean-$49.65 Total Transportation - $94.46 Total Transportation - $164.70 Farm Value - $425.00 Farm Value - $358.24 Cost to Customer - $519.46 Cost to Customer - $522.94 Transportation as % of Customer Cost 18.18% Transportation as % of Customer Cost - 31.50% Source: USDA Unfortunately, while Brazil and other countries are aggressively investing in their infrastructure, we remain anemic in investing in ours. It can be accurately stated that the U.S. is more a spending nation, not an investing nation. A high percentage of taxpayer dollars are used to meet immediate wants and needs, rather than providing dividends to future generations. According to our recent analysis funded by the soybean check off, the Upper Mississippi, Ohio, and Illinois Rivers accommodated the following volumes of grain and oilseeds in 2010: * Upper Mississippi River: 236 million tons * Ohio River: 49 million tons * Illinois River: 24 million tons
Ag Competitiveness Impacts


Agricultural competitiveness key to preventing economic collapse

Edmondson 8 William, U.S. Agricultural Trade Boosts Overall Economy, USDA, FAU-124 Economic Research Service/USDA
As the world becomes more integrated, global trade and the economic links between countries grow ever stronger. U.S. agricultural trade is a significant contributor to the overall U.S. economy and to the rest of the world’s economies. The United States continues to be a net exporter of agricultural products, the surplus helping to offset some of the U.S. nonfarm trade deficit. Trade agreements have expanded agricultural trade and, in turn, have opened the U.S. market to exporting opportunities for both developed and developing countries. Such trade benefi ts developing countries that in the past have had little market access. Agricultural exports by the United States are now enjoying a resurgence due to rising food demand in emerging markets, reduced competition in feed-grain markets, and a weakened dollar. At the same time the value of agricultural imports is rising, averaging 10-percent growth per year since 2001. The U.S. farm and rural economies have always been affected by international and domestic macroeconomic trade infl uences. From early colonial days, when tobacco and cotton were the most important export commodities, to today’s grain, oilseed, and processed foods, agricultural trade has been an important part of the U.S. economic engine. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and other bilateral and multilateral trade agreements lowered trade barriers and created additional consumer demand for U.S. agricultural commodities in foreign nations. In turn, that demand is satisfi ed with purchasing power acquired when their products are sold in the United States and elsewhere. The weakening U.S. dollar, which has now fallen to a 30-year low compared with the world’s other major currencies, makes the price of U.S. goods increasingly competitive abroad. Canada and Mexico are the leading U.S. trading partners—together, those nations buy over 35 percent of U.S. exports. Meanwhile, U.S. imports of agricultural goods have not slowed despite the weakened buying power of the U.S. dollar. U.S. consumers continue to demand a large variety of imported goods and are willing to pay a premium for them. Agricultural trade is most importantly a generator of output, employment, and income in the U.S. economy. For every dollar spent on exports in 2006, another $1.65 was created in the economy to support the exporting activity (see table 1, p. 15). ERS model results show that every $1 billion of agricultural exports in 2006 requires 11,800 American jobs (see box, “Data Sources,” p. 6).

It’s key to the econ
Hoenig 11 Thomas Hoenig is the President of the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee Hearing; 

"Agriculture: Growing America's Economy"; lexis

Agriculture - broadly defined as farm production and output from related industries - accounts for almost one-sixth of U.S. jobs and economic activity. While the farm share of economic output has declined as other parts of our economy have grown, increased activity in broader agricultural industries - manufacturing, transportation, distribution and food retailing - has opened new job opportunities in both rural and metro communities. A robust agricultural sector cushioned the rural economy in our and other regions across the nation during the recent recession, and the industry's strength is supporting further improvement in the rural economy today. In 2010, strong demand and tight supplies for most farm commodities contributed to a sharp rebound in farm profits, which then supported sales in farm equipment and other farm-based industries. Strong profits from agriculture also girded important elements of our rural financial system. Commercial banks with large agricultural loan portfolios posted stronger returns than their peers over the past three years. While more than 300 commercial banks failed during this time, only 22 were agricultural banks.

That causes protectionism and warfare

Royal 10 Jedediah Royal, Director of Cooperative Threat Reduction at the U.S. Department of Defense, 2010, “Economic Integration, Economic Signaling and the Problem of Economic Crises,” in Economics of War and Peace: Economic, Legal and Political Perspectives, ed. Goldsmith and Brauer, p. 213-215
Less intuitive is how periods of economic decline may increase the likelihood of external conflict. Political science literature has contributed a moderate degree of attention to the impact of economic decline and the security and defense behavior of interdependent states. Research in this vein has been considered at systemic, dyadic and national levels. Several notable contributions follow. First, on the systemic level, Pollins (2008) advances Modelski and Thompson’s (1996) work on leadership cycle theory, finding that rhythms in the global economy are associated with the rise and fall of a pre-eminent power and the often bloody transition from one pre-eminent leader to the next. As such, exogenous shocks such as economic crisis could usher in a redistribution of relative power (see also Gilpin, 1981) that leads to uncertainty about power balances, increasing the risk of miscalculation (Fearon, 1995). Alternatively, even a relatively certain redistribution of power could lead to a permissive environment for conflict as a rising power may seek to challenge a declining power (Werner, 1999). Seperately, Pollins (1996) also shows that global economic cycles combined with parallel leadership cycles impact the likelihood of conflict among major, medium and small powers, although he suggests that the causes and connections between global economic conditions and security conditions remain unknown. Second, on a dyadic level, Copeland’s (1996, 2000) theory of trade expectations suggests that ‘future expectation of trade’ is a significant variable in understanding economic conditions and security behavious of states. He argues that interdependent states are likely to gain pacific benefits from trade so long as they have an optimistic view of future trade relations, However, if the expectations of future trade decline, particularly for difficult to replace items such as energy resources, the likelihood for conflict increases, as states will be inclined to use force to gain access to those resources. Crisis could potentially be the trigger for decreased trade expectations either on its own or because it triggers protectionist moves by interdependent states. Third, others have considered the link between economic decline and external armed conflict at a national level. Blomberg and Hess (2002) find a strong correlation between internal conflict and external conflict, particularly during periods of economic downturn. They write, The linkages between internal and external conflict and prosperity are strong and mutually reinforcing. Economic conflict tends to spawn internal conflict, which in turn returns the favor. Moreover, the presence of a recession tends to amplify the extent to which international and external conflict self-reinforce each other. (Blomberg & Hess, 2002. P. 89) Economic decline has been linked with an increase in the likelihood of terrorism (Blomberg, Hess, & Weerapana, 2004), which has the capacity to spill across borders and lead to external tensions. Furthermore, crises generally reduce the popularity of a sitting government. ‘Diversionary theory’ suggests that, when facing unpopularity arising from economic decline, sitting governments have increase incentives to fabricate external military conflicts to create a ‘rally around the flag’ effect. Wang (1996), DeRouen (1995), and Blomberg, Hess, and Thacker (2006) find supporting evidence showing that economic decline and use of force are at least indirectly correlated. Gelpi (1997), Miller (1999), and Kisangani and Pickering (2009) suggest that the tendency towards diversionary tactics are greater for democratic states than autocratic states, due to the fact that democratic leaders are generally more susceptible to being removed from office due to lack of domestic support. DeRouen (2000) has provided evidence showing that periods of weak economic performance in the United States, and thus weak Presidential popularity, are statistically linked to an increase in the use of force. In summary, recent economic scholarship positively correlated economic integration with an increase in the frequency of economic crises, whereas political science scholarship links economic decline with external conflict at systemic, dyadic and national levels. This implied connection between integration, crisis and armed conflict has not featured prominently in the economic-security debate and deserves more attention.

Soybean Industry Internal Link
Infrastructure upgrade is necessary---key to soybean industry

Southeast Farm Press 12 “Crumbling inland waterway system puts growers at risk,” Jan 27  lexis

Deteriorating condition of the U.S. lock and dam system puts the competiveness of U.S. soybean farmers at risk according to a study funded by the United Soybean Board’s (USB’s) and the soybean checkoff’s Global Opportunities (GO) program. Entitled “America’s Locks & Dams: A Ticking Time Bomb for Agriculture,” the in-depth examination coordinated by the Soy Transportation Coalition (STC) found American farmers and consumers “…will suffer severe economic distress” if catastrophic U.S. lock or dam failures take place. More than half of the structures that are part of the U.S. inland waterway system for river barge shipping exceed their 50-year usable lifespan, according to the soybean checkoff-funded report. More than one-third surpass 70 years of age, a concern because major rehabilitation is usually necessary to expand the typical lifespan from 50 to 75 years, according to the study. “The GO committee invested in this study to calculate the impact of the worsening condition of the lock and dam system and what the impact would be on the rail and highway system if those locks failed,” says Laura Foell, soybean farmer from Schaller, Iowa, and chair of the GO committee. “It is important for all in the industry and in the public sector to have the information necessary to make informed decisions when it comes to investing in our locks and dams.” Just on the Ohio River alone, the accumulated shipping delays at broken-down locks has more than tripled since 2000, rising from 25,000 hours to 80,000 annually. And that gets expensive. This study shows that a three-month lock closure would increase the cost of transporting 5.5 million tons of oilseeds and grain, the average shipped by barge during that period, by $71.6 million. A failure at any of the locks examined by the study could cost U.S. farmers up to $45 million in lost revenue. The U.S. inland waterways represent key infrastructure for transporting U.S. soybeans. Up to 89 percent of soybeans exported through the lower Mississippi ports, such as the Port of New Orleans, arrive at those ports in barges that must transit multiple locks for the trip downstream. The study, conducted by the Texas Transportation Institute at Texas A&M University, examined the condition of locks on the Upper Mississippi River, Illinois River and Ohio River. The study also calculated the economic impact of specific lock failures on districts within states, showing the effect on agricultural commodity prices — and on fertilizer and coal prices, which also depend on upstream river barge shipping. “It is important that we have a robust transportation system,” adds Foell. “Only by using a combination of the lock and dam system, rail system and truck system can we continue to move our products in a manner that will help us feed the world.” The USB GO program and STC, which is made up of USB, the American Soybean Association and 11 state soybean checkoff boards, plan to examine new and different ways to fund lock and dam and other rural transportation infrastructure improvements. USB made public and private investment in transportation infrastructure one of its top two priority issues. USB is made up of 69 farmer-directors who oversee the investments of the soybean checkoff on behalf of all U.S. soybean farmers. Checkoff funds are invested in the areas of animal utilization, human utilization, industrial utilization, industry relations, market access and supply. As stipulated in the Soybean Promotion, Research and Consumer Information Act, USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service has oversight responsibilities for USB and the soybean checkoff. For more information on the United Soybean Board, visit www.unitedsoybean.org.

Waterways Key

Waterways are uniquely key 

Witsanu Attavanich et. al 11 Attavanich* Ph.D. Candidate Bruce A. McCarl Distinguished and Regents Professor Stephen W. Fuller Regents Professor Dmitry V. Vedenov Associate Professor Zafarbek Ahmedov Ph.D. Candidate Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University, College Station Selected Paper prepared for presentation at the Agricultural & Applied Economics Association’s 2011 AAEA & NAREA Joint Annual Meeting

July 24-26, “The Effect of Climate Change on Transportation Flows and Inland Waterways Due to Climate-Induced Shifts in Crop Production Patterns” http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/109241/2/AAEASelectedPaper_The%20Effect%20of%20Climate%20Change%20on%20Transportation%20Flows_13247.pdf

Grain production plays a crucial role in response to the world’s growing demand for food, feed, and biofuels. Corn, soybeans, and wheat are major grains crops that are most widely planted in the world and also in the US. From the past to the present, the US is a major country that plays a dominant role as a world grain producer and exporter. In crop year 2009/2010, total US supply of corn, soybean and wheat accounted for about 39, 31, and 9 percent of the world supply of corn, soybean and wheat, respectively. For the aspect of international trade, the US market shares for export of corn, soybean and wheat to the world’s total export were about 52, 44, and 18 percent, respectively (USDA World Agricultural Outlook Board 2011). A highly efficient, low-cost system of transportation is one of the major factors determining the competitiveness of US grains, which are low-valued bulky products, in the world market. Grains produced in the US move to domestic and foreign markets through a well-developed transportation system. Barges, railroads, and trucks facilitate a highly competitive market that bridges the gap between US grain producers, domestic and foreign consumers. Not only is agriculture the largest user of the transportation system accounting for 22 percent of all tons and 31 percent of all ton-miles transported via all modes in 2007, but grains also are the largest users of freight transportation in agriculture (Denicoff et al. 2010). From 1978 to 2007 total US grain shipments significantly increased 92 percent from about 242 million tonnes to 464 million tonnes with corn movements accounted for 63 percent of all grain movements followed by movements of soybeans and wheat, which were equal to 19 percent and 14 percent, respectively in 2007. During 2002-2007, inland grain transportation via truck and rail is the principal channel for overall grain movements accounting for about 85 percent, while inland water transportation via barge represents only about 15 percent of all grain tonnages. Although inland water transportation has a small share for overall tonnage movements, it plays a significant role as a major route to export market accounting for about 48 percent of all grain tonnages for export over the same period (Marathon and Denicoff 2011). Mississippi River and its tributaries on the Mississippi river basin are the largest inland water way system shipping grains especially corn and soybeans from the US inland to the Lower Mississippi ports for export market accounting for on average 55 and 47 percent of all US corn and soybean export, respectively during 2005-2009 (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 2010).

Climate Change --> More Freight Flows

Climate change will increase crop freight flows

Witsanu Attavanich et. al 11 Attavanich* Ph.D. Candidate Bruce A. McCarl Distinguished and Regents Professor Stephen W. Fuller Regents Professor Dmitry V. Vedenov Associate Professor Zafarbek Ahmedov Ph.D. Candidate Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University, College Station Selected Paper prepared for presentation at the Agricultural & Applied Economics Association’s 2011 AAEA & NAREA Joint Annual Meeting

July 24-26, “The Effect of Climate Change on Transportation Flows and Inland Waterways Due to Climate-Induced Shifts in Crop Production Patterns” http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/109241/2/AAEASelectedPaper_The%20Effect%20of%20Climate%20Change%20on%20Transportation%20Flows_13247.pdf

2.2 Change in US crop production pattern as an adaptation response to climate change A key component of the study of the effect of climate change on transportation flows and inland waterways for our study is the effect of climate change on the migration of crop production patterns as an adaptation response of farmers to changes in climate conditions. Climate change is expected to substantially impact agriculture. For the next two decades, a warming of about 0.2°C per decade is projected for a range of emission scenarios (IPCC 2007a). Increases in the amount of precipitation are likely in the high latitudes, while decreases are likely in most subtropical land regions plus an increased risk of droughts in those regions. The above outcomes are likely lead to the northward shift in crop production pattern as already observed in North Dakota where the southern sections of wheat-producing regions become northern parts of the corn-producing areas (Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute 2011). Koetse and Rietveld (2009) reviewed previous studies and found that countries at higher longitudes will 9 become more suited for food production. The climate in countries at lower longitudes, among which the largest part is developing countries, will become substantially less suited. This likely results in an increase in freight flows from developed to developing countries.
Grain Competitiveness
And, locks and dams are key to increasing export rates---key to grain competitiveness

Witsanu Attavanich et. al 11 Attavanich* Ph.D. Candidate Bruce A. McCarl Distinguished and Regents Professor Stephen W. Fuller Regents Professor Dmitry V. Vedenov Associate Professor Zafarbek Ahmedov Ph.D. Candidate Department of Agricultural Economics, Texas A&M University, College Station Selected Paper prepared for presentation at the Agricultural & Applied Economics Association’s 2011 AAEA & NAREA Joint Annual Meeting

July 24-26, “The Effect of Climate Change on Transportation Flows and Inland Waterways Due to Climate-Induced Shifts in Crop Production Patterns” http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/109241/2/AAEASelectedPaper_The%20Effect%20of%20Climate%20Change%20on%20Transportation%20Flows_13247.pdf

Although overall the future demand for barge mode is likely to drop, some locks and dams (Lock and Dam No. 1 – No.8) in the Upper Mississippi River are likely to receive higher grain transportation shipments due to the predicted increase in the grain supply from the middle to northern parts of Minnesota and North Dakota under climate change. Therefore, enlarging or improving conditions of these locks and dams might be appropriated to speed up passage of barge tows and increase the barge efficiency, which could increase the competitiveness of US grain for export 15. 
Generic Ag 

A failure in lock infrastructure will spell disaster for the agricultural economy

Kruse et al, 11 (James, Director of the center for ports and waterways, “AMERICA’S LOCKS & DAMS: “A TICKING TIME BOMB FOR AGRICULTURE?”, http://www.unitedsoybean.org/wp-content/uploads/Americas_Locks_And_Dams.pdf)

Agriculture accounted for 22% of all transported tonnage and 31% of all ton-miles in the United States in 2007.1 The surface transportation system in the U.S. is central to agriculture’s ability to compete in domestic and world markets. The rapidly deteriorating condition of the nation’s lock and dam infrastructure imperils the ability of the waterborne transportation system to provide a service that will enable U.S. agricultural producers to continue to compete. Should a catastrophic failure of lock and dam infrastructure occur, agricultural producers—and consequently the American consumer—will suffer severe economic distress. This research analyzed and evaluated data and information that will illustrate this vulnerability at a micro level rather than the traditional macro level. The task of transporting agricultural commodities from the farm to first handlers and processors and ultimately to domestic and international retail markets and ports requires a highly developed, integrated transportation network, of which marine transportation is a vital component. A high percentage of these commodities pass through one or more locks on their way to market. Should a waterway be closed due to one or more lock failures, the resultant increase in costs that would be incurred in utilizing truck or rail transportation would decrease or even eliminate the cost advantage of U.S. Midwestern producers. This would be especially detrimental to export shipments. From 2005 through 2009, 87–91% of corn exported through lower Mississippi ports arrived at the ports via barge; for soybeans, the percentage was 87–89%

Ag Key To Econ

Agriculture key to us economy- highly productive sector

USDA 98 Agricultural Productivity in the United States, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agriculture Information Bulletin No. 740
Increased productivity is a key to a healthy and thriving economy. Consequently, the trend in productivity, economywide, is one of the most closely watched of our common economic performance indicators. Agriculture, in particular, has been a very successful sector of the U.S. economy in terms of productivity growth. The U.S. farm sector has provided an abundance of output while using inputs efficiently. Increased productivity improves society’s general standard of living because productivity gains are passed on to the consumer in the form of lower product prices. If productivity levels in a sector of the economy rise, resources will be released for use by other sectors of the economy. In the case of agriculture, the high levels of productivity have freed up resources that would otherwise have been used to meet basic food needs of the population. In addition, lower real prices for agricultural products have contributed to the favorable U.S. trade position in international agricultural markets. This report examines the trends in agricultural productivity, output, and input use during 1948-94 and describes the factors that contribute to agricultural productivity growth.

Ag key to the economy- trade surplus

USDA 98 Agricultural Productivity in the United States, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agriculture Information Bulletin No. 740
 As increased productivity lowers real agricultural output prices, the international competitive position of U.S. agriculture improves. The United States is the leading agricultural exporter. Given the persistent U.S. trade deficit overall, the trade surplus in agricultural products is critical to the health of the U.S. economy. The share of U.S. agricultural production exported is more than double that of other major U.S. industries.

Ag key to economy

Shames DIRECTOR, GAO ‘7

Lisa, Government Accountability Office,  SAFETY OF FOOD SUPPLY CQ Congressional Testimony April 24, lexis

Ensuring the safety of the nation's food supply is even more urgent since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 heightened awareness of agriculture's vulnerabilities to terrorism, such as the deliberate contamination of food or the introduction of disease to livestock, poultry, and crops. Agriculture, as the largest industry and employer in the United States, generates more than $1 trillion in economic activity annually, or about 13 percent of the gross domestic product. An introduction of a highly infectious foreign animal disease, such as avian influenza or foot-and-mouth disease, would cause severe economic disruption, including substantial losses from halted agricultural exports, which exceeded $68 billion in fiscal year 2006.
Generates economic activity in non-farm sectors

Edmondson- USDA- ‘8 William, U.S. Agricultural Trade Boosts Overall Economy, FAU-124 Economic Research Service/USDA

In calendar year 2006, the $71.0 billion of agricultural exports produced an additional $117.2 billion in economic activity for a total of $188.2 billion of economic output. Supporting activity continued to climb after surpassing the $100 billion mark for the fi rst time in 2005. Agricultural exports also generated 841,000 full-time civilian jobs, including 482,000 jobs in the nonfarm sector. Farmers’ purchases of fuel, fertilizer, and other inputs to produce commodities for export spurred economic activity in the manufacturing, trade, and transportation sectors. The production equivalent from almost one-fourth of U.S. cropland moved into export channels in 2006. Of raw crops, the United States exported 49 percent of food grain production, 16 percent of feed grains, and more than 38 percent of oilseeds. While the percentage of production of food-grain exports held steady and that of feed-grain exports decreased, oilseed exports increased signifi cantly over 2005. Because exports increased more than imports, net agricultural exports in 2006 contributed $5.7 billion to the overall U.S. economy, $2.1 billion more than in 2005 ($3.6 billion).

Ag trade encourages growth

Edmondson- USDA- ‘8

William, U.S. Agricultural Trade Boosts Overall Economy, FAU-124 Economic Research Service/USDA
U.S. agricultural trade has a positive effect on most sectors of the economy. The farm sector’s $45.8 billion of output associated with agricultural exports more than offset the $30.5 billion of farm output implicitly lost because of agricultural imports. The nonfarm sectors, including food processing, gained $10.8 billion in total output, creating about 43,600 jobs and generating $4.7 billion in income. The U.S. economy gained a net $26 billion in output (after the theoretical loss to agricultural imports is considered). Outside of farming and food processing, the United States theoretically lost a net $2.6 billion from direct agricultural trade, that is, exports minus imports of agricultural goods that are neither farm nor processed goods, but gained $14.3 billion in total output because the direct plus indirect value of these exports was greater than that of the imports. Although there were imports of nonfarm, nonfoodprocessing of greater value than exports in 2006, the U.S. exports of this category generated more total output than imports did in the economy.
Productivity best indicator of overall growth

USDA- ‘98

Agricultural Productivity in the United States, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Agriculture Information Bulletin No. 740
Because productivity indicators are key indicators of the fundamental health of the economy,

they are tracked very closely by public and private decisionmakers. Some of the

major uses of agricultural productivity indicators include:

• monitor the health of the agricultural sector,

• make performance comparisons across different industries of the economy,
• make performance comparisons across different countries, and

• inform public policymakers regarding policies to enhance productivity growth.

Ag key to rural economies

Grant- ‘7

Tim, Amber waves of pain: Rural home foreclosures behind urban, suburban homes Pittsburgh Post – Gazette, lexis

Many rural economies often already are stretched because they are tethered to a single large employer or to one type of business, such as coal mining or farming. If that sector declines, the whole area goes into a tailspin. People living in rural neighborhoods are more likely to have lower incomes than urban dwellers, less formal education and less experience with the banking system.

***Food Prices***

More Food Prices Impacts
That causes global instability

Manila Times 8 “Let’s attend to food security” Wednesday, November 05, 2008 http://archives.manilatimes.net/national/2008/nov/05/yehey/opinion/20081105opi1.html
The administration must pay attention to the warnings made by Dr. He Changchui, assistant director general of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization and the FAO Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific. He tells the world that the economic meltdown now afflicting the globe is gripping mankind with “the twin crises of finance and food.” The world, he warns, will be “far worse” than the Great Depression of the 1930s, the Black October of 1987 or the Asian Economic Collapse of 1997. That is because the financial crisis is accompanied by “high food prices and food shortages, and the steady erosion of agriculture and rural economies.” He says. “Food availability and affordability are the bedrocks of any society. During the Great Depression, Black October and the Asian Economic Crisis, food prices were at historic lows. No matter how dire the situation, food was still plentiful and cheap. Today, the story is different. “Food is in shorter supply; prices have been steadily climbing since 2001 and have escalated dramatically since 2006. According to the tracking of our Organization, food prices rose by 9 percent in 2006, 24 percent in 2007 and surged 51 percent in the past 12 months. “Although we saw some price drops for certain food commodities in the past months, average prices are still much higher than normal and the international markets remain volatile. During normal times, that level of ‘sticker shock’ would spell hardship for most working people and the poor. Coupled with an economic crisis of the enormity taking place today, the impact could be catastrophic.” Dr. He calls on us to give due importance to food security. “The role of food security in wider events should not be underestimated. Food shortages and runaway food price inflation have a history of leading to social unrest and political upheaval. The current crisis has already sparked riots and social turbulence in over 30 countries and contributed to the fall of at least one elected government. “In 2007 alone, the food crisis threw an additional 75 million people into the ranks of the malnourished. Hard-won gains by many nations in their battles against hunger and poverty may be reversed. The ability of countries to meet the Millennium Development Goals will be ever more doubtful. Over 60 countries are receiving support and assistance from the international community to boost food production.

The impact is nuclear war---diplomacy can’t solve

Vatikiotis 8 Michael Vatikiotis is Asia regional director for the Geneva-based Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue, “A hungry world tests

skills of peacemakers,” May, http://fr.hdcentre.org/files/A%20hungry%20world%20tests%20skills%20of%20peacemakers.pdf
WAR and hunger are inseparable: Experience has shown the close relationship between economic distress and the outbreak of conflict. But the solutions the international community tends to apply are mostly political and rarely address material needs. So what happens when people are driven to kill one another for food? It’s a critical question to ask as the world faces a sudden and unexpected food price crisis that is threatening to plunge millions back into poverty. The spike in food prices this year has already led to violence. Food riots in parts of Africa and the Caribbean have created social and political instability. In rice-growing countries such as India, Vietnam and Thailand, hoarding has begun, with export bans creating inter-state friction. Myanmar’s rice-growing capacity has just been devastated by Cyclone Nargis, which will add to price pressures soon. This is a crisis born of inflation and other market factors rather than fundamental shortages. Prices for the benchmark Thai variety of rice, a staple across much of Asia, have risen threefold within a year. Meat prices have risen by 60 per cent in Bangladesh, 45 per cent in Cambodia and 30 per cent in the Philippines. The World Food Programme calls the crisis a ‘silent tsunami’. The threat of conflict is real, both within and between states. as the trend towards liberalisation is suddenly reversed and replaced by subsidies, price-fixing cartels and export curbs. In Indonesia, a retired general recently warned: ‘If students demonstrate it’s not a worry. But if hungry people take to the streets - now that’s dangerous.’ Hunger causes conflict when people feel they have nothing to lose and are willing to kill their neighbours over scarce resources. The peasant wars of the late 20th century in Central and South America and the wars that sprang from famine in Nigeria, Ethiopia and Sudan are reminders of man’s most basic instinct, which is to fight to survive. The trouble is that in terms of resolving conflict, we have come to rely less on material remedies and more on political artifice. Many internal conflicts that have been peacefully resolved in recent years only superficially addressed the material seeds of conflict. Peace deals have been elite affairs where leaders of armed groups reached an understanding on how to share power. This approach is a sensible first step towards conflict resolution. By convincing people to lay down their arms, it becomes possible to start designing a wider range of policies to address socio- economic issues. 3 But the benefits of economic development the public expects trickle down slowly, if at all. Aceh in Indonesia, for example, remains poor, as does Mindanao in the Philippines - two areas of South-east Asia where peace was recently negotiated. When hunger drives people into conflict, we might presume that peacemaking will be a question of providing food. We would be wrong. The experience of aid agencies in the 1970s and 1980s in Africa was that food aid tends to fuel conflict as the combatants seek to harness the supply of nutrition to the goals of war. Experts say farmers will eventually adjust the supply of food to cope with higher demand so that prices stabilise. And there are signs that decades of improving cooperation between states is stimulating a collective urge to resolve the crisis. The sharing of technology is key, says former United Nations chief Kofi Annan. He believes that farmers in Africa could double their food output in five to 10 years if rich countries partner them in a ‘Green Revolution’. But trade agreements and technological advances are slow-moving transformations. In the meantime, officials in India warn that rising food prices could plunge millions into poverty in a country that is already battling an internal Marxist insurgency. So the immediate challenge is to prevent and resolve conflict arising from the food crisis. This places a significant burden on the international community to swiftly respond to outbreaks of violence. If people driven to war by hunger are less inclined to compromise, this would make the task of peacemaking more challenging. If conflict fuelled by hunger becomes more widespread, this will exert strain on international agencies involved in peacekeeping and humanitarian work. Peacemakers need to be more aware of the socio-economic roots of conflict. They should incorporate in peace agreements remedies for these grievances and enlist the international community’s support for their implementation. Such remedies should include addressing in a meaningful way issues such as land distribution, job creation as well as racial and ethnic discrimination. The ethnic and religious wars of the 20th century have perhaps lulled us into a false sense of security. We have grown accustomed to resolving conflict by forging political compromises in situations where protagonists had much to lose materially if they kept on fighting. But in a world where the prices of staples can triple within months, it is harder to find grounds for compromise. 4 This calls for more effective negotiating skills both domestically and internationally, bilaterally as well as multilaterally. Markets must be kept open to assist with the flow of goods to crisis countries, and solutions must be found that address both elite and popular grievances. 

Causes wars around the globe

Lopez 98 Bernando, writer for BusinessWorld, 9/10, lexis

What would it be like if global recession becomes full bloom? The results will be catastrophic. Certainly, global recession will spawn wars of all kinds. Ethnic wars can easily escalate in the grapple for dwindling food stocks as in India-Pakistan-Afghanistan, Yugoslavia, Ethiopia-Eritrea, Indonesia. Regional conflicts in key flashpoints can easily erupt such as in the Middle East, Korea, and Taiwan. In the Philippines, as in some Latin American countries, splintered insurgency forces may take advantage of the economic drought to regroup and reemerge in the countryside. Unemployment worldwide will be in the billions. Famine can be triggered in key Third World nations with India, North Korea, Ethiopia and other African countries as first candidates. Food riots and the breakdown of law and order are possibilities.

***Resources***

Generic

Key to resource transport

Martin, 10- 

(Waterways Council’s new President and CEO. Prior to being named to this position he was Chairman and CEO of Direct Workforce, Inc., a contract labor company serving the shipbuilding, ship repair, and oil and gas industries based in Houma, Louisiana, President and CEO of the Canadian American Transportation System. Vice President - Corporate Affairs of American Classic Voyages Company, parent of the Delta Queen Steamboat Company (and other cruise line subsidiaries Vice President – Southern Region, for the American Waterways Operators. enior professional staff of the House of Representatives’ Coast Guard and Navigation Subcommittee and Legislative Assistant for Maritime Affairs for Congressman W.J. “Billy” Tauzin of Louisiana. Cornel, March 23, 2010, http://www.waterwayscouncil.org/Media%20Center/articles/Page_%20from_Cornel_OPED_Marex.pdf) 

Our inland waterways system transports about 20 percent of our nation’s coal to generate electricity in utility plants and around 22 percent of our domestic petroleum products. This system is the primary artery for more than half our grain and oilseed exports. All told, more than 625 million tons of freight commodities valued at more than $70 billion move on America’s inland navigation system annually. And with worldwide trade expected to double over the next decade and with our highways and railways facing serious capacity issues, our inland rivers may be even more critical tomorrow than they are today for transporting products efficiently. There are other considerations as well. A new study by the National Waterways Foundation underscores the “green” value of this transport mode. Inland waterways relieve congestion on our already over-crowded highways and railways. One jumbo barge has the same capacity as 70 trucks or 16 rail cars. A typical 15-barge tow on our nation’s rivers is equal to 1,050 trucks – in other words, just one barge movement equals 1,050 truck movements! To sustain these many benefits and stimulate economic recovery for our nation, investment in our inland navigation system of locks and dams is critical. Many of our locks and dams are more than 50 years beyond their economic design life and are deteriorating rapidly, impacting efficiency, safety, and our world competitiveness. We must modernize our lock-and-dam system so that our farmers, coal miners, oil producers and stone/aggregate suppliers can transport their products cost-effectively and efficiently, allowing them to remain competitive in world markets. 
Coal Costs
A short time closure of locks will increase coal costs and make them non competetive

Kruse et al, 11 (James, Director of the center for ports and waterways, “AMERICA’S LOCKS & DAMS: “A TICKING TIME BOMB FOR AGRICULTURE?”, http://www.unitedsoybean.org/wp-content/uploads/Americas_Locks_And_Dams.pdf)

The review of previous studies of lock closures and coal price percentage changes indicated that short-term closure of the Ohio River increases costs for coal shipments, but not dramatically. The energy sector has the ability to withstand short-term closures. Although there are general options for responses that are specific to each utility company and electricity generating plant, any combination of these responses will increase costs to the utility plants. Over a six-month closure, potential increases in wholesale costs were modeled to be a total of $129.9 million for New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts.

Even a planned closure cost 41 million dollars, The impact of a large scale failure is unthinkable

Kruse et al, 11 (James, Director of the center for ports and waterways, “AMERICA’S LOCKS & DAMS: “A TICKING TIME BOMB FOR AGRICULTURE?”, http://www.unitedsoybean.org/wp-content/uploads/Americas_Locks_And_Dams.pdf)

We next estimated the impact of lock closure on energy prices. Since the transportation of coal on the inland waterway system differs from that of agricultural products, we used different models and approaches to assess the impacts of lock closures on energy prices. The Corps surveyed shipper and carrier responses to planned closures of the Greenup Lock in 2003 and the McAlpine Lock in 2004.30,31 Given the information is based on only those responding in these surveys, cost estimates are conservative. Further, the closures were at least partially planned closures that were announced months in advance of the closure, potentially allowing firms to prepare for the closures. Cost estimates are not broken up by industry type. The Greenup Lock, located at mile 341.0 on the Ohio River, was a planned closure, scheduled to be closed for 18 days, but the closure stretched to 52 days because of the discovery of seriescracking in the lock gates and the need for emergency repairs. The auxiliary lock remained operational during the closure, which was noted as mitigating some of the adverse impacts. Coal, by tonnage, represents approximately 58% of the total tonnage passing through the lock. Both upbound and downbound traffic of coal exists, but 82% of the coal moves downbound. Total costs of the closure were estimated to be $41 million (2004 dollars). Responses from a utility firm indicated every closure is unique and actual response to a closure depends on coal and transportation markets conditions at the time of the closure, strategies will be on a plant-by-plant basis. The company’s potential responses to a closure were noted as: a) use of stockpile coal (increase stockpile if the closure is planned); b) divert coal traffic to other modes; c) shift coal sources to avoid the closed facility; or d) close plants that cannot receive coal and either re-dispatch the remaining plants or purchase power off the grid. Another option not mentioned by this utility but available to some plants is the use of a fuel other than coal (dual fuel plants). Price of coal delivered to a utility plant before the closure was $30-50/ton and during the closure was $50-60/ton—price increases of 20–66% based on 500–600,000 tons. Based on 50–100,000 tons, a coal sales company noted delivered prices prior to closure of $30–35/ton but $50–60/ton during closure. The study notes “The traffic effects of the closure at Greenup vary depending on the commodity and individual company decisions…[A] sizable amount of coal traffic as well as some aggregates traffic diverted to other modes/sources during the closure. Additionally, some critical commodity movements were given priority by the towing companies…” The ability of the auxiliary lock to handle traffic lowered the costs of the closure; tonnage through the auxiliary lock during closure was approximately the same as tonnage through the main lock before closure.
A damaged infrastructure will make products more costly and eventually lead to a loss of exports

Davidson 12, (Paul, Senior Writer for the USA today, 5/21/12, “USA’s creaking infrastructure holds back economy”, http://therynoshorn.com/2012/05/21/usas-creaking-infrastructure-holds-back-economy/)
Inland waterways quietly keep the nation’s economy flowing as they transport $180 billion of coal, steel, chemicals and other goods each year — a sixth of U.S. freight — across 38 states. Yet, an antiquated system of locks and dams threatens the timely delivery of those goods daily. Locks and dams raise or lower barges from one water level to the next, but breakdowns are frequent. For example, the main chamber at a lock on the Ohio Rivernear Warsaw, Ky., is being fixed. Maneuvering 15-barge tows into a much smaller backup chamber has increased the average delay at the lock from 40 minutes to 20 hours, including waiting time. The outage, which began last July and is expected to end in August, will cost American Electric Power and its customers $5.5 million as the utility ferries coal and other supplies along the river for itself and other businesses, says AEP senior manager Marty Hettel. As the economy picks up, the nation’s creaking infrastructure will increasingly struggle to handle the load. That will make products more expensive as businesses pay more for shipping or maneuver around roadblocks, and it will cause the nation to lose exports to other countries — both of which are expected to hamper the recovery. “The good news is, the economy is turning,” says Dan Murray, vice president of the American Transportation Research Institute. “The bad news is, we expect congestion to skyrocket.” The ancient lock-and-dam system is perhaps the most egregious example of aging or congested transportation systems that are being outstripped by demand. Fourteen locks are expected to fail by 2020, costing the economy billions of dollars. Meanwhile, seaports can’t accommodate larger container ships, slowing exports and imports. Highways are too narrow. Bridges are overtaxed.
Coal Impacts

Dutch Disease Leads to economic collapse and a loss of democracy

Shlapentokh, 6 (Vladimir PhD in economics at Soviet Academy of Sciences, professor of sociology at MSU November 6, 20 06 “Intoxicated by high oil prices: Political Dutch disease afflicting the Kremlin”, Oil & Gas Journal)

Dutch disease As suggested by many economists, Dutch disease --a country's excessive dependence on the export of raw materials-can have serious economic consequences as a country becomes increasingly dependent on that raw materials sector. Otherbranches of the economy, such as manufacturing, often decline because of the concentration of such resources as oil or gold , ashappened in 16th century Spain. A sudden fall in the price of the raw materials could bring an economic collapse . Seemingly, theRussian leaders , like their colleagues in Venezuela and Iran, see the world through the prism of oil revenues. It goes withoutsaying that one of the first victims of the political Dutch disease is democracy . However, an even more dangerous consequenceof the political Dutch disease is the leader's loss of a sober assessment of reality. Under the impact of their technologicalachievements, both Stalin and Khrushchev, with their skewed visions of reality, moved the country closer to a major war. Putin'seuphoria over oil prices may not be as great as his predecessors' enthusiasm, but his aggressiveness in foreign policy ingeneral, and toward the US and Russia's neighbors in particular, has clearly increased since 2005 . The shift occurred in late 2005 when Moscow brandishedits gas weapon against Ukraine and indirectly against Europe. Russia's foreign policy has hardened (despite some cooperative gestures toward the West) and influenced several international conflicts, including issues surrounding North Korea, Iran, and the Middle East.The conspicuous demonstrations in July of friendship with Venezuela's Chavez, another political leader inebriated by oil revenues, and the readiness to sell him weapons despite American protests were clear signals of unfriendliness toward the US. Russian mediatreated Moscow's attitudes toward Chavez as an obvious demonstration of disregard toward American concerns. Dmitry Medvedev's proposal to make the ruble fully convertible in anattempt to renew the currency's international status was another result of the country's oil fever . Medvedev talked contemptuously about "the financialirresponsibility of the United States," citing the country's growing national deficit. He also denounced the International Monetary Fund's attempt to promote market reforms, forgetting that only a few years ago Russia had scrounged for credits from this bank. Oil fever has not infected all Russians. The level of enthusiasm among the general public and particularly among experts does not match the levels observed after Sputnik and cosmonaut Gagarin were launched into space, to say nothing of the excitement after the 1945 war victory. Among the most persistent critics of the oil frenzy is Egor Gaidar who suggested that the leadership's oil delirium and its disregard for the instability of oil prices were dangerous to the country. Several independent politicians and journalists have secondedGaidar's critique of the Kremlin's "hydrocarbon doctrine," demonstrating concern for the "time bomb in our political system." Concerned about the Kremlin's "muddled vision of the world," some independent minds in Russia, such as Dmitry Muratov, the editor of Novaya Gazeta, insisted: "The intellect of the government changes inversely with the price of oil." n6 Leonid Radzikhovsky, a famous liberal journalist, wrote about the inverse correlation between the level of democracy and the price of oil. What is more, evenVladislav Surkov, until now the Kremlin's leading ideologue challenging Medvedev, in a struggle for influence over Putin, suggested that, with gas as its only basis , the Russian economy would inevitably reveal itsfake prosperity in the "post-hydrocarbon era ." Russia is not the only country in the world that is obsessed with oil. Every country, in one way or another, is preoccupied with oil. While the US, Europe, China, andIndia are concerned about fuel supply and the adverse influence of high oil prices on the economy and standard of living, several countries, including Russia, have turned their oil resources into weapons for achieving their domestic and foreign goals. As the experiencesof Stalin and Khrushchev showed, Russian leaders sometimes overstretch the potential of their advantages and lose a sober perspective of reality. Mesmerized by his clout, Putin may accept "the invitation" of the Russians to stay in power after 2008. Today, 51% of theRussians would vote for him if he decided to try for a third term, which he promised not to do. In the foreign arena, Putin has already shown less willingness to cooperate with the West and the US in particular. His foreign policy may harden even more. However, it isunlikely that Moscow will demonstrate direct hostility toward the West in the near future. The post-Soviet space is another story, however . The idea that oil will allow Russia to take control overUkraine, Georgia, and Belorussia is deeply engrained in the minds of Kremlin politicians. We can expect an exacerbation of the political developments in the post-Soviet space, which will undoubtedly complicate relations with the West . Aside from thedamage to Russia's international relations, the oil delirium is more problematic to the country's long-term national interests. The over-confidence in oil revenues may lead to a decline in the spirit of entrepreneurship, to a refusal to modernize industry, or even toan acceptance of deindustrialization. The obsession with high oil prices explains why the Kremlin sees few obstacles to the country's continued move toward an authoritative regime. It also explains the Kremlin's conspicuousdisregard for the growing problem of corruption in society. With the vision of the Russian leadership blurred, it may become increasingly insensitive tovarious destructive tendencies in the country . The impact of the price of oil on political decision-making in Russia is cruciallyimportant to the world and should be closely monitored.599 

China/Australia
Chinese Coal Mining is detrimental to the environment

ADB, 10 (Asian Developmental bank, Final Report “Coal Mine Safety Study”, http://www2.adb.org/Documents/Reports/Consultant/39657-PRC/39657-03-PRC-TACR.pdf)
Coal mining in China is also associated with widespread adverse environmental impact in addition to high direct and indirect emission to the atmosphere of coal industry derived hydrocarbons. Coal production in China will most likely reach and exceed 2,500 Mtpa within five years due to the growing internal industrial and domestic demand for power and heating. In the short to medium term Final Report ADB TA 4849- PRC Coal Mine Safety Study alternative sources of power, nuclear in particular, cannot replace a significant fraction of underground coal production and so issues of safety and environmental impact must be addressed. 

China is feasting on cheap US coal imports

Thompson, 11 (Jonathon, Ted Scripps Fellow in Environmental Jounalism at CU, “As Coal Use Declines in US, Coal Companies Focus on China”, http://e360.yale.edu/feature/as_coal_use_declines_in_us_coal_companies_focus_on_china/2474/)

Coal is the cigarette of our new age, and not just because burning it causes respiratory problems. Demand for one of the dirtiest fossil fuels is expected to stagnate or diminish here in the U.S. So coal companies — particularly those that mine the vast reserves in the Powder River Basin in Wyoming and Montana — are looking for a new place to peddle their wares. They’ve found it in China. “China right now is having blackouts because they don’t have enough coal to fuel their electricity facilities,” Gregory Boyce, CEO of the world’s largest coal company, Peabody Energy, told CNBC this spring. “They continue to import more and more coal and they continue to look for coal resources across the globe. So we don’t see any signs of that slowing down.” The Powder River Basin has sufficient coal to help light Chinese cities for years to come. The problem is getting it there. Existing ports in the northwestern United States cannot handle exporting such large quantities of coal, prompting the coal industry to propose building two new ports. The Powder River Basin has sufficient coal to help light China for years — the problem is getting it there. Peabody has partnered with SSA Marine in hopes of building a new terminal near Bellingham, Wash. Arch Coal is working with an Australian company, Millennium Bulk Terminals, on a proposal to turn an old Reynolds Metal site into a coal terminal on the Columbia River at Longview, Wash., just downstream from Portland, Ore. The Longview proposal was put on hold this spring after leaked internal documents showed that the proponents planned on building a bigger terminal than they had applied for, but they say they will re-apply

Increased Coal Exports to China will decrease greenhouse gas productions in the US

Thompson, 11 (Jonathon, Ted Scripps Fellow in Environmental Jounalism at CU, “As Coal Use Declines in US, Coal Companies Focus on China”, http://e360.yale.edu/feature/as_coal_use_declines_in_us_coal_companies_focus_on_china/2474/)

Or not. Richard K. Morse, the director of research on coal and carbon markets at Stanford’s Program on Energy and Sustainable Development, predicts a subtly different scenario, with dramatically different outcomes. Opening up U.S. coal supplies to China’s huge demand will increase coal prices for U.S. utilities, he says. That will further incentivize domestic utilities to switch from coal to natural gas, which emits about half the greenhouse gases of coal.

Increased US coal prices will dissuade Chinese coal buyers, resulting in more domestically produced coal

Morse and He, 10 ( Richard and Gang, Richard K. Morse leads global coal market research at the Stanford Program on Energy and Sustainable Development and Gang He is a research associate at the Program on Energy and Sustainable Development (PESD), “THE WORLD’S GREATEST COAL ARBITRAGE: CHINA’S COAL IMPORT BEHAVIOR AND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE GLOBAL COAL MARKET”, http://iis-db.stanford.edu/pubs/22966/WP_94_Morse_He_Greatest_Coal_Arbitrage_5Aug2010.pdf)
Chinese coal buyers in Southeastern China can buy coal from multiple markets, and price discrepancies between different markets create profit opportunities. For a portion of spot market demand, buyers will compare the CIF6 cost of coal landed in Guangzhou from multiple destinations and, all other things equal, will take the cheapest coal.7 The differentials betweenCIF Guangzhou coal prices from multiple origins therefore create arbitrage opportunities for Chinese buyers who can shift their purchasing patterns to capture the differential between domestic and international markets under different conditions. The model calculates these arbitrage relationships of domestic to key international coals. We then compare these arbitrage relationships to historical imports, demonstrating that import levels have broadly tracked these arbitrage trends, increasing where price spreads favored international coals over domestic coals.

Low US coal prices are key to prevent an increase in Chinese domestic coal

Morse and He, 10 ( Richard and Gang, Richard K. Morse leads global coal market research at the Stanford Program on Energy and Sustainable Development and Gang He is a research associate at the Program on Energy and Sustainable Development (PESD), “THE WORLD’S GREATEST COAL ARBITRAGE: CHINA’S COAL IMPORT BEHAVIOR AND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE GLOBAL COAL MARKET”, http://iis-db.stanford.edu/pubs/22966/WP_94_Morse_He_Greatest_Coal_Arbitrage_5Aug2010.pdf)
Our findings indicate that China is a “cost minimizer” in the international market that will import heavily when the price is right – as it was in 2009 due to a confluence of circumstances we have described here – and largely rely on domestic coal when imports are unattractive.

A Loss of US coal Imports to China, will accelerate Australia’s dutch disease

Pesek, 5/10/12 ( William, William Pesek is a Tokyo-based columnist for Bloomberg News, providing opinions and commentary on economics, business, markets, and politics throughout the region, “Australians Should Be Careful of Dutch Disease”, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-05-10/australians-should-be-careful-of-dutch-disease.html)

The trouble is, the dollar's ascent is accelerating a hollowing out of sorts that's imperiling Australia's future. The mining industry is thriving, but other industries -- most of the nation, actually -- is struggling. This dynamic puts pressure on Australia to reinvent itself to avoid "Dutch disease," whereby the benefits of exporting natural resources lead to the neglect and atrophy of other sectors. Gillard and her predecessor, Kevin Rudd, tried to impose resources taxes to share the benefits of the nation's mining boom more broadly. Mining companies have been remarkably successful in scuttling these efforts. Now, the risk is that Australia remains all too happy to be a mining site for China and fails to focus on a more diverse and innovative economic future. Australia should be investing more in infrastructure, education and training. It also should review its tax system, one that encourages many of the nation's brightest and most productive people to seek jobs abroad. Safe haven status has it benefits. Yet Australia may have too much of a good thing in its hands.

Australia is showing signs of Dutch Disease and more demand from China will be disastrous for the Australian economy

Corden 11 (Max, Australian Economist, and one of the early developers of the theory of dutch disease, “The Dutch Disease in Australia Policy Options for a Three-Speed Economy”, http://www.crawford.anu.edu.au/acde/publications/publish/papers/wp2011/wp_econ_2011_14.pdf)

From 2005 to2011 the Australian mining industry grew about 90%. This was by value measured in Australian dollars. During the same period the value of Australian GDP grew about 43%. Exports of the mining industry’s products – principally iron ore and coal – grew 140% in value. This reflected, to a great extent, increases in prices – in fact a 41 % increase in Australia’s terms of trade. The cause was primarily an increase in demand from China. With GDP in the rest of the economy growing by 37% over this period, all this is summed up by the popular Australian term “the two speed economy”. 2 The mining boom was the principal – but by no means only – cause of a substantial 31% real appreciation of the Australian dollar over the period, (as measured by an index of the trade-weighted exchange rate). In turn this real appreciation had an adverse effect on at least some (and perhaps many) import-competing and non-mining export industries.. These were the losers from the mining boom. It is these losers that the theory of the Dutch Disease focuses on. Thus Australia is now really not a “two-speed” but a “three speed” economy. The fast moving part is the Booming Sector, the slow moving or even declining part is the Lagging Sector, and the rest – where there are more likely to be gains – is the Non-tradable Sector.

Australia is a key player and important asset in the global economy

Sanders, 11 (Emily, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Sanders Financial Management, Key Player in Global Economy Rises From Down Under, http://gscpa.wordpress.com/2011/05/26/key-player-in-global-economy-rises-from-down-under/)
Although small in population, Australia has certainly exerted its influence on the world stage and is rapidly becoming an economic player. When the Great Recession hit the U.S. and other developed countries in 2008-2009, Australia emerged largely unscathed.  Their housing market didn’t correct during the crash and is now showing signs of frothiness.  The labor market is so red hot that the government is talking about importing workers to fill labor shortages in its mining industry, although other sectors — construction, manufacturing and agriculture — are weakening.

***Chemicals***

Impact

And, chemical spills are likely

Delta Farm Press 12 “Lack of waterway maintenance harming commerce, farmers,” 2/2 lexis

On inland waterways… “Many of the locks and dam structures -- along the Ohio River, the Missouri River, the Mississippi and other waterways -- are reaching, or have passed, their 50-year life span. They must be maintained.” This is a basic issue of economics, says Strain. Secondarily, there are safety factors to consider. “Homeland security comes into play with the grounding of vessels. And what would happen if one of the vessels breached and the contents of which – from petrochemicals to all other sorts of products – spill into our rivers and estuaries? On barges, “we’re moving coal, iron ore, oil, chemicals, all types of ag and forestry products. Basically, the industrial and agricultural might combined depends on the efficient use of waterways

***Environment***

Emissions

Lock failures cause shift to truck and rail transportation

Texas Transportation Institute 11 (“AMERICA’S LOCKS & DAMS: “A TICKING TIME BOMB FOR AGRICULTURE?,” http://www.soytransportation.org/newsroom/LocksDamsFinalReport.pdf)
The task of transporting agricultural commodities from the farm to first handlers and processors and ultimately to domestic and international retail markets and ports requires a highly developed, integrated transportation network, of which marine transportation is a vital component. A high percentage of these commodities pass through one or more locks on their way to market. Should a waterway be closed due to one or more lock failures, the resultant increase in costs that would be incurred in utilizing truck or rail transportation would decrease or even eliminate the cost advantage of U.S. Midwestern producers. This would be especially detrimental to export shipments. From 2005 through 2009, 87–91% of corn exported through lower Mississippi ports arrived at the ports via barge; for soybeans, the percentage was 87– 89%. 2

Updating locks prevents tradeoff

Texas Transportation Institute 9 (“A Modal Comparison of Domestic Freight Transportation Effects on the General Public,” November 2007, amended March 2009, by the Texas Transportation Institute, Center for Ports and Waterways, http://www.americanwaterways.com/TTI/tti_study_greenhouse_gas_insert.pdf)

Following a scientific review ordered by the U.S. Supreme Court, the EPA recently issued a proposed finding that “greenhouse gases contribute to air pollution that may endanger public health or welfare.” * The agency estimates that 33% of our nation’s annual carbon dioxide emissions come from transport-related activity. ** Compared to rail or truck, inland barges offer America a more fuel efficient, safer and carbon friendly transportation alternative. Our inland waterways are a sound investment in America’s future.

Freight transportation causes high ozone levels

FHA 4 (Federal Highway Administration (US Department of Transportation), “Assessing the Effects of Freight Movement on Air Quality at the National and Regional Level,” http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/publications/

effects_of_freight_movement/chapter02.cfm)
Most freight trucks, locomotives, and ships are powered by diesel engines, which are a major source of emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter (PM). NOx reacts with volatile organic compounds (VOC) to form ground-level ozone, commonly known as smog. Ground-level ozone can trigger a variety of health problems including aggravated asthma, reduced lung capacity, and increased susceptibility to respiratory illnesses like pneumonia and bronchitis. People with respiratory problems are most vulnerable, but even healthy people who are active outdoors, such as construction and port workers, can be affected when ozone levels are high. Ozone also contributes to crop damage, ecosystem damage, and other effects. NOx can also form particulate nitrate, especially in western areas of the country.

CO2

CO2 emissions

Texas Transportation Institute 9 (“A Modal Comparison of Domestic Freight Transportation Effects on the General Public,” November 2007, amended March 2009, by the Texas Transportation Institute, Center for Ports and Waterways, http://www.americanwaterways.com/TTI/tti_study_greenhouse_gas_insert.pdf)

Following a scientific review ordered by the U.S. Supreme Court, the EPA recently issued a proposed finding that “greenhouse gases contribute to air pollution that may endanger public health or welfare.” * The agency estimates that 33% of our nation’s annual carbon dioxide emissions come from transport-related activity. ** Compared to rail or truck, inland barges offer America a more fuel efficient, safer and carbon friendly transportation alternative. Our inland waterways are a sound investment in America’s future.
Freight transportation increases CO2 levels

United Nations 12 (“PAVING THE WAY FOR SUSTAINABLE FREIGHT TRANSPORT,” http://unctadxiii.org/en/SessionDocument/uxiiicn2012d33_transport_en.pdf) 

The strategic economic role of freight transport cannot be overemphasized. However, the strong nexus between freight transport activities, energy and environmental sustainability is yet to be adequately addressed. Current freight transport systems are heavily reliant on oil for propulsion and are not yet in a position to effectively adopt cleaner energy alternatives and technologies. Overall, transport consumes over 50 per cent of global liquid fossil fuels and is expected to account for 97 per cent of the increase in the world’s primary oil use between 2007 and 2030. In addition to related implications for transport costs and trade, the heavy reliance of freight transport on oil for propulsion increases environmental costs such as pollution and climate change. The expected growth in demand for freight transport services in tandem with the global economy, trade and the world population together with the high carbon intensity of oil, place freight transport at the centre of the climate change debate. The transport sector accounts for nearly 25 per cent of global energy-related carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions and for 13 per cent of all world greenhouse gases (GHG). Unchecked, these unsustainable patterns are likely to intensify and potentially result in global energy and environmental crises. In this context, a transition to less oil-dependent and more energy-efficient freight transport systems is both an economic and environmental imperative. 

CO2 causes warming

Associated Press 11 World still warming up, researchers warn http://www.boston.com/news/nation/washington/articles/2011/06/29/global_warming_continues_as_greenhouse_gas_grows/

The world’s climate is not only continuing to warm, it’s adding heat-trapping greenhouse gases faster, researchers said yesterday. The global temperature has been warmer than the 20th century average every month for more than 25 years, they said at a teleconference. “The indicators show unequivocally that the world continues to warm,’’ Thomas R. Karl, director of the National Climatic Data Center, said in releasing the annual State of the Climate report for 2010. “There is a clear and unmistakable signal from the top of the atmosphere to the depths of the oceans,’’ added Peter Thorne of the Cooperative Institute for Climate and Satellites, North Carolina State University. Carbon dioxide increased by 2.60 parts per million in the atmosphere in 2010, which is more than the average annual increase seen from 1980-2010, Karl added. Carbon dioxide is the major greenhouse gas accumulating in the air that atmospheric scientists blame for warming the climate. The warmer conditions are consistent with events such as heat waves and extreme rainfall, Karl said at a teleconference. However, it is more difficult to make a direct connection with events such as tornado outbreaks, he said.

Warming causes Extinction

Tickell 08 (Oliver Tickell, British journalist, author and campaigner on health and environment issues, and author of the Kyoto2 climate initiative “On a planet 4C hotter, all we can prepare for is extinction,” The Guardian, 8-11-08  http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/aug/11/climatechange)
We need to get prepared for four degrees of global warming, Bob Watson told the Guardian last week. At first sight this looks like wise counsel from the climate science adviser to Defra. But the idea that we could adapt to a 4C rise is absurd and dangerous. Global warming on this scale would be a catastrophe that would mean, in the immortal words that Chief Seattle probably never spoke, "the end of living and the beginning of survival" for humankind. Or perhaps the beginning of our extinction.  The collapse of the polar ice caps would become inevitable, bringing long-term sea level rises of 70-80 metres. All the world's coastal plains would be lost, complete with ports, cities, transport and industrial infrastructure, and much of the world's most productive farmland. The world's geography would be transformed much as it was at the end of the last ice age, when sea levels rose by about 120 metres to create the Channel, the North Sea and Cardigan Bay out of dry land. Weather would become extreme and unpredictable, with more frequent and severe droughts, floods and hurricanes. The Earth's carrying capacity would be hugely reduced. Billions would undoubtedly die.  Watson's call was supported by the government's former chief scientific adviser, Sir David King, who warned that "if we get to a four-degree rise it is quite possible that we would begin to see a runaway increase". This is a remarkable understatement. The climate system is already experiencing significant feedbacks, notably the summer melting of the Arctic sea ice. The more the ice melts, the more sunshine is absorbed by the sea, and the more the Arctic warms. And as the Arctic warms, the release of billions of tonnes of methane – a greenhouse gas 70 times stronger than carbon dioxide over 20 years – captured under melting permafrost is already under way.  To see how far this process could go, look 55.5m years to the Palaeocene-Eocene Thermal Maximum, when a global temperature increase of 6C coincided with the release of about 5,000 gigatonnes of carbon into the atmosphere, both as CO2 and as methane from bogs and seabed sediments. Lush subtropical forests grew in polar regions, and sea levels rose to 100m higher than today. It appears that an initial warming pulse triggered other warming processes. Many scientists warn that this historical event may be analogous to the present: the warming caused by human emissions could propel us towards a similar hothouse Earth.

Air Pollution
air pollution and fuel efficiency

US Army Corps of Engineers 9 (“Inland Waterway Navigation: value to the Nation,” http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/docs/VTN/VTNInlandNavBro_lores.pdf)

Another, less visible environmental benefit of the Corps navigation projects is that they help limit air pollution emissions by enabling tows with many barges to move cargo long distances on considerably less fuel than trains or trucks would need to move the same amount of cargo the same distance. The ability to move much more cargo per shipment by water than is possible by truck or train means the transport is both fuel-efficient and environmentally advantageous. On average, a gallon of fuel allows one ton of cargo to be shipped 155 miles by truck, 436 miles by rail and 576 miles by barge. America’s inland waterways allow America to realize tremendous savings in fuel consumption and reduced air emissions from fuel combustion.

worth investing in- environmental benefits (air)

IRPT 9 (Inland Rivers Ports and Terminals, “To Invest In The Inland Waterways Is To Invest In This Nation's Transportation Infrastructure,”
http://www.irpt.net/irpt.nsf/82755cd8fb35400c862567f500787ab6/0d0fc39504dd077586256d44000a645102ec.html?OpenDocument)

IRPT strongly believes that the nation's investment in its waterways yields substantial and widespread returns to American taxpayers. Waterborne transportation on the inland and coastal waterways provides the most cost effective and environmentally sound mode of transporting freight. IRPT supports every effort to fund the Corps programs to the maximum extent possible, especially now that the federal budget is in surplus. Every dollar invested is returned many times over in reduced transportation costs and a cleaner environment.

America's inland waterways move 660 million tons per year, 25 percent of all U.S. domestic goods moving between cities. And, these waterways are, on an average, operating at 35% of their total capacity. Many key agricultural products utilize these marine highways as their primary means of transport when moving within the heartland and in international commerce.

The inland rivers, ports, and terminals provide the least expensive and most efficient means of transporting cargo on a cost-per-ton-mile basis when compared to either road or rail transportation. The lowa Department of Transportation recently issued statistics comparing water transportation to rail and truck showing that a 15-barge tow carries the equivalent of 2-1/4 unit trains or 870 trucks. Looking at this in terms of equivalent length, a 15-barge tow stretches 1/4 mile, whereas the unit train stretches 2-3/4 miles and the trucks would stretch an astounding 34-1/2 miles (assuming 150 feet between trucks)! There is little doubt that if the cargo presently traveling on the inland waterways were to be accommodated on either rail or truck, a substantial additional investment in the rail and highway infrastructure would be required to accommodate this traffic.

Not only is waterborne movement of cargo moved more efficiently than using either road or rail, it is also done with the least impact on air quality. The diesel exhaust associated with 870 trucks far exceeds the impact on air quality with a single 15-barge tow. Thus, in addition to mitigating congestion on inland roads and rail lines, waterborne movement of freight on the inland river system is an environmentally sound way of moving goods in an energy efficient manner.
air pollution

USDOT 94 (US Department of Transportation, “Environmental Advantages of Inland Barge Transportation,” http://www.uppermon.org/visions/DOT_environ_barge.htm)

Noise levels have been rising due to increased traffic volumes, urban population growth, increased mobility, and the spread of mechanization. Transportation activity is, by far, the major source of noise, with road traffic the chief offender, even more so than aircraft noise. Air pollution caused by transportation includes both pollutants directly emitted by engines and secondary pollutants formed by chemical reaction in the atmosphere. Air pollution is caused by a wide variety of man-made and natural sources, with fuel combustion being the largest contributor. Again, road traffic is, by far, the dominant source of pollutant emissions.

A Corps of Engineers' study determined that commercial marine navigation, however, has a relatively minor effect on air quality. Air pollution resulting from water transport is far less than truck and is comparable to, or less than, rail, depending on such variables as terrain, route, etc.

MISC

energy efficiency

Toohey, 6/18-          

president and chief executive of Waterways Council Inc. (Michale, “JOC TENS: U.S. National Policy Should Include Capital Investment for Inland Waterways Infrastructure,” http://www.joc.com/joc-tens/joc-tens-us-national-policy-should-include-capital-investment-inland-waterways-infrastructu)

 

A noble goal that will increase our country’s prosperity, yes, but without an efficient waterways infrastructure to move increased volumes of grain, for example, this will not be an achievable goal. 3. Traffic congestion relief: One 15-barge tow of dry bulk cargo keeps 1,050 trucks off our nation’s already overly congested highways, or another 216 railcars rolling through our communities. 4. Fresher air: The inland waterways transportation sector has a lower carbon footprint because it generates fewer carbon dioxide emissions than rail or truck for each ton of cargo compared to transporting that same cargo by these other modes. 5. Energy efficiency: Barges on our inland system can move one ton of cargo 576 miles on one gallon of fuel — more the 100 miles more than rail transport and 400 miles more than truck transport. This matters now more than ever as we seek ways to be less dependent on foreign oil. 6. 
social/traffic

USDOT 94 (US Department of Transportation, “Environmental Advantages of Inland Barge Transportation,” http://www.uppermon.org/visions/DOT_environ_barge.htm)

While trucks and trains, to a degree, operate much closer to populated areas, barges quietly make their way along isolated waterways for most of their trip. The low-profile barge is one of the transportation industry's best kept secrets.

With some rail lines passing through major urban areas, the attendant noise impacts are experienced by nearby residents. Likewise, trucking operations commonly occur in or near high-density population areas that can be disturbing to an otherwise reasonably tranquil environment. By contrast, river barges, for the most part, have little impact on densely-populated areas. Barge transits are relatively infrequent because of the large tonnage moved at one time. River operations take place in channels away from the shore, and the engines of a towboat are usually below the water line, which muffles the sound. In addition, levees and seawalls also shield residents from towboat noise in the same manner as highway sound barriers do.

Surface traffic, both road and rail, near residential neighborhoods contributes to visual, physical, and psychological barriers that can lead to the fragmentation of those neighborhoods. Reduced social interaction, reduced access to other neighborhoods, and increased traffic congestion and/or changes in traffic patterns are often a result of increased surface traffic. Traffic congestion can lead to serious disruptions of police, fire, and medical services, as well as periodic isolation of parts of communities.

Since most of the right-of-way for water transport is provided by nature, navigation is less likely than the other transport modes to be competing with non-transportation uses for land area, especially in urban locations. Concerning new land acquisition, commercial waterway activity preempts very little land.

***Dredging***
Internal Link

Waterway maintenance increases dredging- key to wetlands and flood barriers

US Army Corps of Engineers 3 (“Deep Water Ports and Harbors: Value to the Nation,” http://www.spn.usace.army.mil/value_to_the_nation/DeepWaterPorts.pdf)

Corps personnel consistently work to identify environmentally beneficial ways to use dredged material from harbor maintenance projects. For instance, dredged material has been used by the Corps to enhance wildlife habitats by creating nesting islands for waterfowl. Fisheries also have been improved by mounding dredged material to establish fish refuge habitats. One of the key uses of dredged material, though, is to create, preserve and restore wetlands. These projects are particularly important because of the crucial role wetlands play in our environment, providing homes for thousands of plants, fish and wildlife, including many species that are endangered. Wetlands also serve as rest stops for migratory birds, help prevent flooding and control erosion. Corps personnel carefully consider the environmental impact of each construction or dredging project they undertake. During the planning phase, we conduct computer modeling to project the potential impact of proposed changes and make adjustments as needed before work even begins. We also conduct dredging operations during “environmental windows“, which are time periods when disruption to marine species can be minimized.

Biodiversity

Wetlands key to global biodiversity-chain reaction

Article Myriad 11 (Article Myriad is an authoritative source for original and insightful articles and ideas on a broad range of topics related to the humanities, “An Extended Definition of Wetlands and the Impact of the Loss of Wetlands,” http://www.articlemyriad.com/extended-definition-loss-wetlands-impact/)
Wetlands are critical to our biodiversity and the protection of wetlands is essential. Before examining the effects of the loss of wetlands, it is important to give a definition of wetlands and provide an overview of what they are, where wetlands exist, and why wetlands are important. With the exception of Antarctica, wetlands can be found nearly everywhere and are generally found in the form of bogs, swamps, marshes, and fens. Although wetlands can vary widely as a result of geological, climactic, and geographical differences, generally speaking, “wetlands are lands where saturation with water is the dominant factor determining the nature of soil development and the types of plant and animal communities living in the soil and on its surface” (EPA 1995).

These wetlands are home to large numbers of both terrestrial and amphibious organisms and are often key areas during breeding seasons as representative species from across the food chain are collected in the soil and marshy land. Several variations of plant life exist only in wetlands and many varieties of migratory birds breed and rest in these fertile areas. In wetlands, small shellfish, crabs, and other aquatic life thrive and serve as food to land-dwelling animals. In sum, wetlands serve as a mini-ecosystem and without such areas; populations of countless species would be threatened. The loss of wetlands poses dangers to wildlife as well as human populations both in terms of protection of terrain and in a broader economic sense. Although efforts to stop the rapid loss of wetlands have been a relatively recent development, it is vital that efforts continue or problems already faced could be made much worse. In any discussion about the loss of wetlands it should be stated that there is always going to be a chain reaction. The damage or loss of one aspect of wetlands does not just have an impact on that particular issue, but has more far-reaching consequences that have a great and often devastating effect on human and animal populations as well as the ecosystem as a whole.

Biodiversity is key to preventing extinction

Madgoluis 96 (Richard Margoluis director of the Analysis and Adaptive Management and the Latin America and Caribbean Programs of the Biodiversity Support Program. He holds a Master’s of Public Health (MPH) in International Health and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology. Biodiversity Support Program, 1996, http://www.bsponline.org/publications/showhtml.php3?10)

Biodiversity not only provides direct benefits like food, medicine, and energy; it also affords us a "life support system." Biodiversity is required for the recycling of essential elements, such as carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen. It is also responsible for mitigating pollution, protecting watersheds, and combating soil erosion. Because biodiversity acts as a buffer against excessive variations in weather and climate, it protects us from catastrophic events beyond human control. The importance of biodiversity to a healthy environment has become increasingly clear. We have learned that the future well-being of all humanity depends on our stewardship of the Earth. When we overexploit living resources, we threaten our own survival.

environmental benefits

US Army Corps of Engineers 9 (“Inland Waterway Navigation: value to the Nation,” http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/docs/VTN/VTNInlandNavBro_lores.pdf)

The Corps carefully evaluates the environmental impact of each navigation project it undertakes. We typically perform computer modeling of planned changes to river and estuary systems to fully assess and limit the environmental effects of navigation projects before any work begins. Other ways that the Corps works to protect the environment when navigation projects are undertaken include:

 • using dredge material as a resource for habitat and wetland creation, 

• reducing disruption and damage to marine species by careful timing of dredging activities, and 

• limiting environmental harm caused by dredging by using high-tech instruments to monitor dredge locations and activity.

corps=dredging=save species

US Army Corps of Engineers 3 (“Deep Water Ports and Harbors: Value to the Nation,” http://www.spn.usace.army.mil/value_to_the_nation/DeepWaterPorts.pdf)

Corps personnel consistently work to identify environmentally beneficial ways to use dredged material from harbor maintenance projects. For instance, dredged material has been used by the Corps to enhance wildlife habitats by creating nesting islands for waterfowl. Fisheries also have been improved by mounding dredged material to establish fish refuge habitats. One of the key uses of dredged material, though, is to create, preserve and restore wetlands. These projects are particularly important because of the crucial role wetlands play in our environment, providing homes for thousands of plants, fish and wildlife, including many species that are endangered. Wetlands also serve as rest stops for migratory birds, help prevent flooding and control erosion. Corps personnel carefully consider the environmental impact of each construction or dredging project they undertake. During the planning phase, we conduct computer modeling to project the potential impact of proposed changes and make adjustments as needed before work even begins. We also conduct dredging operations during “environmental windows“, which are time periods when disruption to marine species can be minimized.

good for environment

USDOT 94 (US Department of Transportation, “Environmental Advantages of Inland Barge Transportation,” http://www.uppermon.org/visions/DOT_environ_barge.htm)

One specific benefit of waterways is that they can interact with nature as a good environmental neighbor. For example, in the process of building waterway projects, e.g. a new lock and dam, provisions are made to preserve, enhance, and create wetland and aquatic habitats. National wildlife refuges and designated areas along the rivers are home to many species of fish and wildlife, and are used by millions of migratory and resident birds. To cite just one example, a marshland was created using disposable material from a dredged channel that has become a winter home for some of the world's remaining 142 whooping cranes on Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas. With minimal ecological impact and unique environmental compatibility, water transport is considered by many to be the most environmentally friendly form of surface transportation.
Hurricanes

Dredging key to mitigate hurricane impacts

Otten and Bakker 6 (coastal engineers for Western Dredging Association (WEDA), “REDUCTION OF HURRICANE IMPACT BY RE-CREATION OF MARSHLANDS AND BARRIER ISLANDS,” Terra et Aqua, Number 105, December 2006 https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=6&ved=

0CGkQFjAF&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westerndredging.org%2Findex.php%2Finformation%2Fproceedings-presentations%2Fcategory%2F42-38th-annual-texas-aam-dredging-conference%3Fdownload%3D372%3A7-otten-reduction-of-hurricane-impact-by-re-creation-of-marshlands-and-barrier-islands&ei

=0XXjT_XmAYPI0QGC9sDNAw&usg=AFQjCNFHej4pGHFastGL1ylvfKtWbaYO0Q)

Hurricanes pose a serious threat to existence along a large part of the American coastline. The whole of the Gulf coast and the southern part of the Atlantic coast has to fear for landfall of a hurricane, almost every year several places suffer from casualties and damage. From a coastal engineering point of view and based on Dutch dredging experiences with maintaining sea defenses it seemed possible to mitigate the impact of the storm surge part of the problem. Whether Dutch experience could really be useful is depending on the match with local circumstances. A typical coastal layout is diminishing marshlands protected by shrinking barrier islands. Recreating marshlands and strengthening barrier islands both can contribute to mitigate the impact of storm surges. But a relevant reduction of dangerous storm surge heights takes immense surfaces of marshlands to recreate using vast quantities of sediment.

Readiness

Another National Guard hurricane response overextends military-kills readiness

Center for American Progress 7 (“Operations in Iraq Are Leaving the States Vulnerable,” May 2, 2007, http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/

05/nationalguard.html)

Even in the face of a tragedy like Hurricane Katrina, the Pentagon and the Department of Defense have not addressed the National Guard’s readiness crisis. Walker cited an estimate in his testimony that the Guard’s non-deployed units had only 34 percent of their essential war-fighting equipment as of July 2005. In September of 2006, the Government Accountability Office estimated that the Army National Guard had only 30 percent of essential equipment on-hand at home. And according to a recent Congressional Commission report, 88 percent of National Guard units have less than half of the equipment required to perform missions at home.

If another major natural or man-made disaster takes place on U.S. soil, it is unclear that the states have the capacity for an efficient, effective response.

American military readiness is key to maintain global hegemony.
FAS 09 (Federation of American Scientists, Chapter 10, P. 123 05/29/09, Budget of the US Government, FY 1998 Defense Budget, “Budget of the United States Government.” )
America's armed forces remain in the Persian Gulf, deterring war in that critical region of the world. In Asia and the Pacific region, U.S. military forces provide the critical foundation for peace, security, and stability, in partnership with Japan and other nations. In our own region, America's soldiers have supported the return of democracy in Haiti and helped end the exodus of refugees to our shores. To fulfill such missions, support our allies, and reassure our friends that America is prepared to use force in defense of our common interests, our armed forces must be highly ready and armed with the best equipment that technology can provide. In the 21st Century, we also must be prepared and trained for new post-Cold War threats to American security, such as ethnic and required conflicts that undermine stability. Some of these post-Cold War threats, such as the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism, and drug trafficking, know no national borders and can directly threaten our free and open society. 

Hegemony is key to maintain economic growth, human rights, trade channels, democracy, and prevent natural disaster crises, terrorism, and great power war

Thayer 6 (Bradley A., November/December, 2006 “In Defense of Primacy,” NATIONAL INTEREST Issue 86)
THROUGHOUT HISTORY, peace and stability have been great benefits of an era where there was a dominant power--Rome, Britain or the United States today. Scholars and statesmen have long recognized the irenic effect of power on the anarchic world of international politics. Everything we think of when we consider the current international order--free trade, a robust monetary regime, increasing respect for human rights, growing democratization--is directly linked to U.S. power. Retrenchment proponents seem to think that the current system can be maintained without the current amount of U.S. power behind it. In that they are dead wrong and need to be reminded of one of history's most significant lessons: Appalling things happen when international orders collapse. The Dark Ages followed Rome's collapse. Hitler succeeded the order established at Versailles. Without U.S. power, the liberal order created by the United States will end just as assuredly. As country and western great Ral Donner sang: "You don't know what you've got (until you lose it)." Consequently, it is important to note what those good things are. In addition to ensuring the security of the United States and its allies, American primacy within the international system causes many positive outcomes for Washington and the world. The first has been a more peaceful world. During the Cold War, U.S. leadership reduced friction among many states that were historical antagonists, most notably France and West Germany. Today, American primacy helps keep a number of complicated relationships aligned--between Greece and Turkey, Israel and Egypt, South Korea and Japan, India and Pakistan, Indonesia and Australia. This is not to say it fulfills Woodrow Wilson's vision of ending all war. Wars still occur where Washington's interests are not seriously threatened, such as in Darfur, but a Pax Americana does reduce war's likelihood, particularly war's worst form: great power wars. Second, American power gives the United States the ability to spread democracy and other elements of its ideology of liberalism: Doing so is a source of much good for the countries concerned as well as the United States because, as John Owen noted on these pages in the Spring 2006 issue, liberal democracies are more likely to align with the United States and be sympathetic to the American worldview.( n3) So, spreading democracy helps maintain U.S. primacy. In addition, once states are governed democratically, the likelihood of any type of conflict is significantly reduced. This is not because democracies do not have clashing interests. Indeed they do. Rather, it is because they are more open, more transparent and more likely to want to resolve things amicably in concurrence with U.S. leadership. And so, in general, democratic states are good for their citizens as well as for advancing the interests of the United States. Critics have faulted the Bush Administration for attempting to spread democracy in the Middle East, labeling such aft effort a modern form of tilting at windmills. It is the obligation of Bush's critics to explain why :democracy is good enough for Western states but not for the rest, and, one gathers from the argument, should not even be attempted. Of course, whether democracy in the Middle East will have a peaceful or stabilizing influence on America's interests in the short run is open to question. Perhaps democratic Arab states would be more opposed to Israel, but nonetheless, their people would be better off. The United States has brought democracy to Afghanistan, where 8.5 million Afghans, 40 percent of them women, voted in a critical October 2004 election, even though remnant Taliban forces threatened them. The first free elections were held in Iraq in January 2005. It was the military power of the United States that put Iraq on the path to democracy. Washington fostered democratic governments in Europe, Latin America, Asia and the Caucasus. Now even the Middle East is increasingly democratic. They may not yet look like Western-style democracies, but democratic progress has been made in Algeria, Morocco, Lebanon, Iraq, Kuwait, the Palestinian Authority and Egypt. By all accounts, the march of democracy has been impressive. Third, along with the growth in the number of democratic states around the world has been the growth of the global economy. With its allies, the United States has labored to create an economically liberal worldwide network characterized by free trade and commerce, respect for international property rights, and mobility of capital and labor markets. The economic stability and prosperity that stems from this economic order is a global public good from which all states benefit, particularly the poorest states in the Third World. The United States created this network not out of altruism but for the benefit and the economic well-being of America. This economic order forces American industries to be competitive, maximizes efficiencies and growth, and benefits defense as well because the size of the economy makes the defense burden manageable. Economic spin-offs foster the development of military technology, helping to ensure military prowess. Perhaps the greatest testament to the benefits of the economic network comes from Deepak Lal, a former Indian foreign service diplomat and researcher at the World Bank, who started his career confident in the socialist ideology of post-independence India. Abandoning the positions of his youth, Lal now recognizes that the only way to bring relief to desperately poor countries of the Third World is through the adoption of free market economic policies and globalization, which are facilitated through American primacy.( n4) As a witness to the failed alternative economic systems, Lal is one of the strongest academic proponents of American primacy due to the economic prosperity it provides. Fourth and finally, the United States, in seeking primacy, has been willing to use its power not only to advance its interests but to promote the welfare of people all over the globe. The United States is the earth's leading source of positive externalities for the world. The U.S. military has participated in over fifty operations since the end of the Cold War--and most of those missions have been humanitarian in nature. Indeed, the U.S. military is the earth's "911 force"--it serves, de 

facto, as the world's police, the global paramedic and the planet's fire department. Whenever there is a natural disaster, earthquake, flood, drought, volcanic eruption, typhoon or tsunami, the United States assists the countries in need. On the day after Christmas in 2004, a tremendous earthquake and tsunami occurred in the Indian Ocean near Sumatra, killing some 300,000 people. The United States was the first to respond with aid. Washington followed up with a large contribution of aid and deployed the U.S. military to South and Southeast Asia for many months to help with the aftermath of the disaster. About 20,000 U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines responded by providing water, food, medical aid, disease treatment and prevention as well as forensic assistance to help identify the bodies of those killed. Only the U.S. military could have accomplished this Herculean effort. No other force possesses the communications capabilities or global logistical reach of the U.S. military. In fact, UN peacekeeping operations depend on the United States to supply UN forces. American generosity has done more to help the United States fight the War on Terror than almost any other measure. Before the tsunami, 80 percent of Indonesian public opinion was opposed to the United States; after it, 80 percent had a favorable opinion of America. Two years after the disaster, and in poll after poll, Indonesians still have overwhelmingly positive views of the United States. In October 2005, an enormous earthquake struck Kashmir, killing about 74 000 people and leaving three million homeless. The U.S. military responded immediately, diverting helicopters fighting the War on Terror in nearby Afghanistan to bring relief as soon as possible To help those in need, the United States also provided financial aid to Pakistan; and, as one might expect from those witnessing the munificence of the United States, it left a lasting impression about America. For the first time since 9/11, polls of Pakistani opinion have found that more people are favorable toward the United States than unfavorable, while support for Al-Qaeda dropped to its lowest level. Whether in Indonesia or Kashmir, the money was well-spent because it helped people in the wake of disasters, but it also had a real impact on the War on Terror. When people in the Muslim world witness the U.S. military conducting a humanitarian mission, there is a clearly positive impact on Muslim opinion of the United States. As the War on Terror is a war of ideas and opinion as much as military action, for the United States humanitarian missions are the equivalent of a blitzkrieg.

***Miscellaneous***

AT: Obama Good
Congressman bishop supports the plan

GovNews ’12 (“bishop opposes cuts in water infrastructure investments, seeks better congressional oversight of army corps”, March 27, 12, http://govne.ws/item/BISHOP-OPPOSES-CUTS-IN-WATER-INFRASTRUCTURE-INVESTMENTS-SEEKS-BETTER-CONGRESSIONAL-OVERSIGHT-OF-ARMY-CORPS#)

WASHINGTON – Today, Congressman Tim Bishop said that as a result of cuts sustained over the past three years to the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) budget: “We are now at a critical threshold where these reductions are jeopardizing the ability to sustain our infrastructure and protect our citizens.” Bishop spoke at a hearing on the President’s FY2013 Budget request for the ACOE for the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment, where Bishop is the top Democrat. The Subcommittee of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure has primary oversight over the agency. Historically, the Subcommittee has provided direct guidance to ACOE on which projects it should prioritize. Bishop said that Congress needs better information on ACOE’s internal decision-making process to provide effective oversight. He added that the President’s budget request proposes a further reduction in funding that could hinder the ACOE’s ability to protect public safety and critical infrastructure. “We have a tremendous investment in our countries’ water, navigation, electrical grids, and irrigation systems. As we review the Corps’ budget, we should keep in mind this investment and make sure we are not impulsively cutting important and vital programs without regard for the impacts and instead look to ensure the decisions we are making are focused on protecting these investments and being smart with our allocation of funding. 
Bipartisan support for increasing inland waterway funding

Young 12 (Kerry, writer for CQ weekly a premier source of timely news, objective facts and analysis, and coverage of elections and the politics of legislation, “Fiscal 2013: Brave New Frugality,” April 28, 2012, http://public.cq.com/docs/

weeklyreport/weeklyreport-000004072390.html) 

Outdated ports are only one reason the nation earned a “D” in the most recent American Society of Civil Engineers’ report card on infrastructure. For many years, Congress hasn’t provided adequate money for roads, public transit, dams or inland waterways, the engineers’ group said. There is strong bipartisan support among Senate appropriators to give the Transportation Department almost $300 million more for fiscal 2013 to meet some of those needs. Patty Murray of Washington, the No. 4 Senate Democrat and chairwoman of the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations panel, has said skimping on infrastructure “simply turns a budget deficit into an infrastructure deficit” that ends up costing Americans in other ways.

Agriculture lobbies support the plan-boost ag exports

ICGA 12 (The Illinois Corn Growers Association (ICGA) is an association made up of 4300 corn farmers from all over our state (Illinois).  ICGA is governed by a board of directors and represents Illinois corn farmers in Washington, DC, “GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY CAN PARTNER TO FIX OUR BROKEN INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM,” March 2012, http://www.ilcorn.org/uploads/

useruploads/files/locks_&_dams/waterways_3-2012.pdf)

The world population is predicted to grow to 7.6 billion by 2020. In order for the U.S. to capture an increasing share of the global food demand, it must increase the efficiency of our transportation systems. If not, we will surrender another valuable market to our competitors. Additionally, President Obama’s goal of doubling exports by 2015 makes lock and dam modernization an immediate need. Alternative transportation systems are at full capacity; if growth is to occur, it must occur on the Mississippi River system where century-old infrastructure cannot handle the additional traffic.

Ag exports key to Iowa swing vote and re-election

Jan 3 12 http://internationaltradeexaminer.com/2012/01/03/whats-at-stake-for-iowa/

Today, voters in Iowa will select their preference for the Republican presidential nominee. The economy remains a significant issue for a number of voters, including those from Iowa. Since international trade has proven beneficial to Iowa's economy, the presidential candidates' perspectives on international trade are worth highlighting. International trade has played a role in Iowa's economic growth. As recent reports show, Iowa's economy has grown as a result of its agricultural exports to the international market. The increased exports are the result of higher demand for U.S. agricultural products, according to a 2011 report.

Environmental Leader 12 http://www.environmentalleader.com/2012/05/10/changing-attitudes-about-waterways-in-post-irene-vermont/

In the days immediately after Irene, I heard another story for whose veracity I cannot personally vouch. It was told to me by Matt, one-half of our town’s two-person road department. According to Matt, advisers from the Army Corp of Engineers came to Vermont and in no uncertain terms chastised local officials for their previous “let nature take her course” philosophy towards waterway management. In doing so, they would likely have been echoing the voices of Vermonters of yesteryear. As evidenced by the ongoing efforts to recover from Irene, I’d say that for at least the time being, the state has heard the message loud and clear. Whether or not this represents a long-term change in environmental attitude — and with it, an opportunity to consider and take advantage of perhaps our most obvious and natural avenue to complete energy independence — very much remains to be seen.

Increasing coal exports key to Obama win in critical swing states

Lane 5/22 (Moe, Contributor for the popular conservative/Republican website RedState, http://www.redstate.com/moe_lane/2012/05/22/electoral-implications-of-the-obama-administrations-war-on-coal/) 
The basic framework for this argument is this map:…which shows the top sixteen coal-producing states in the USA. There’s a total of 182 Electoral Votes at stake, there – and in 2008 there were 180. Obama actually won coal-producing states in 2008, 100 to 80; and if no states flip in November, he’ll win them, 96 to 86. Except that… states are going to flip. Indiana’s already gone; and of the remaining six Obama states only New Mexico and Illinois are not considered toss-ups. The administration’s relentless hostility towards coal production and use may have already contributed to Democratic electoral disaster: since Obama took office the state governments and legislatures of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Virginia have all been taken over by Republicans; in Colorado we flipped the House of Representatives; and in New Mexico we captured the governorship. Heck, we even gained seats in the Illinois legislature, and came very close to winning the governorship.

Obama’s rhetorical shift away from coal will cost him 8 swing states and re-election-plan renews Obama’s support

Washington Times 3/5 (“Coal heats up as campaign issue for Obama,” March 5, 2012, http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/mar/5/coal-heats-up-as-campaign-issue-for-obama/?page=all#pagebreak)

Coal accounts for more than half of the nation’s electricity generation, and 21 states depend on it for more than half of their electricity compared with their use of gas, nuclear and renewable energy sources, according to a report last year in Electric Power Monthly. The top coal-dependent states include eight 2012 battlegrounds or must-win states for Mr. Obama’s re-election campaign: Colorado, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, New Mexico and Wisconsin. In addition, Pennsylvania, a big coal-producing state and another key swing state, depends on coal for 48 percent of its electricity needs.

Rhetorical shift

As a former senator from Illinois, where coal accounts for 47 percent of the electricity supply, Mr. Obama has been a proponent of the coal industry and a strong supporter of clean-coal technologies. Even as Mr. Obama has embraced the idea that burning fossil fuels threatens major climate change and has backed efforts to reduce global warming, he had not supported a ban on new coal development. Instead, he backed policies that discouraged the further use of inefficient facilities while encouraging plants to be retrofitted with coal-capture and sequestration technology. In the first three years of his presidency, Mr. Obama consistently included coal whenever speaking about the need to harness all of America’s multiple energy resources. But as environmental regulations have ramped up against the coal industrythis year, the president has not mentioned coal in remarks or speeches. In some cases, the shift is stark. In 2010, he touted the U.S. as the “Saudi Arabia of coal.” In mid-January, he altered the statement to say the country is the “Saudi Arabia of natural gas.” He also omitted the word “coal” from his State of the Union address for the first time this year. Most recently, during a speech devoted to energy policy Thursday in New Hampshire, Mr. Obama advocated “an all-of-the-above strategy that develops every single source of American energy,” but he made no mention of coal. The White House did not respond to an inquiry about whether the omission of coal and clean-coal technology in recent speeches marks a policy shift.

Green opposition

Coal industry leaders closely watching the election-year energy debate have suspicions about the silence and worry that Mr. Obama has dropped his support for cleaner coal in response to pressure from environmentalists who call the very idea of “clean coal” a myth.

Navigation and shipping industries support the plan

Greenwire 12 (“ARMY CORPS: Obama's budget touts navigation, but waterway interests aren't happy,” February 15, 2012, Top Stories Vol. 10 No. 9)
The Obama administration is portraying its fiscal 2013 budget proposal for the Army Corps of Engineers as a boon for businesses that rely on navigable inland waterways. As Jo-Ellen Darcy, the Army's assistant secretary of civil works, puts it, the spending plan reflects "the importance the administration places on navigation." Navigation interests have long grumbled about what they see as the Army Corps' emphasis on ecosystem restoration at the expense of dredging shipping channels, maintaining locks and other projects aimed at keeping waterways open. President Obama's overall $4.7 billion Army Corps budget proposal, Darcy said at a briefing Monday, would send 37 percent of the agency's cash to navigation projects, compared with 33 percent for environmental restoration and 30 percent for flood control. And even though Obama's budget proposal is 5.4 percent smaller than what the agency is spending this year, Darcy said, there would be $176 million more for navigation, an 11 percent increase over fiscal 2012 levels. And the corps would spend $848 million on harbor maintenance, up 12 percent from last year. The industry's reaction? "Overall, disappointment," said Amy Larson, president of the National Waterways Conference, whose members include levee managers, shipping companies and engineering firms. Despite boosting waterways projects, industry officials say, the budget proposal fails to provide enough for navigation and levees to ensure U.S. water infrastructure can adequately provide flood protection and help meet Obama's goal of doubling the nation's exports by 2015. The corps is under unprecedented pressure to do more with less. Spending caps imposed last year during the White House's debt-limit showdown with Congress have rendered the Army Corps' budget a zero-sum game for competing interests of navigation, flood control and ecosystem restoration.

Public perceives updating inland waterways as major job creation

Niemeyer 11 (Garry, president of National Corn Growers Association, B.S. in agricultural economics from the University of Illinois, “Our View: Updating our Nation’s Inland Waterways is Critical for Farmers and Promotes Job Creation,” September 14, 2011, “http://www.ncga.com/news-stories/221-our-view-updating-our-nation-rsquo-s-inland-waterways-is-critical-for-farmers-and-promotes-job-creation/) 
When it comes to the waterways, the top priority for the National Corn Growers Association is seeing new construction move forward on the seven projects in the Upper Mississippi lock system that were authorized in the 2007 Water Resources Development Act: Mississippi L&D 25, 24, 22, 21, 20, and LaGrange and Peoria on the Illinois River. These lock upgrades would require a total of 48 million person hours from skilled trades throughout the Midwest.
As President Obama and Congress turn their attention to job creation, we hope these projects will rise to the highest level of priority. We appreciate that President Obama mentioned investment in waterways in his jobs bill andwe hope he pushes for investment in the lock system on the Upper Mississippi. Likewise, we hope Congress can see beyond partisan views and understand the importance of an updated waterways system to farmers across our country and to promote job creation.

Job creation key to Obama re-election

AP 6/2 (“Ugly jobs numbers rattle Obama’s reelection bid ,” June 2, 2012, http://articles.nydailynews.com/2012-06-02/news/31989866_1_jobs-numbers-jobs-month-jobs-bill) 

WASHINGTON — Nothing upsets a president’s re-election groove like ugly economic numbers. A spring slowdown in hiring and an uptick in the unemployment rate are weighing on Barack Obama, while enhancing Republican challenger Mitt Romney’s argument that the president is in over his head. Some questions and answers about how Friday’s economic news may play in a close presidential race: Q: How bad is this for Obama? A: Pretty awful. Polls show Obama’s handling of the economy is his biggest weak spot. Americans overwhelmingly rate the economy as their biggest worry. And jobs are what they say matters most.
AT: Obama Bad

Plan proposes spending and tax increases

Glass 6/1 (Pamela, Washington, D.C., correspondent for WorkBoat, reports on the decisions and deliberations of congressional committees and federal agencies that affect the maritime industry, including the Coast Guard, U.S. Maritime Administration and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, graduate of Wesleyan University, “Yearbook: inland waterways: barge operators see strong demand and utilization,” June 1, 2012, Pg. 54(5) Vol. 69 No. 6)
LOCK CLOSURES ARE COSTLY But the industry faces some major challenges that could hurt business on the waterways. The aging and deteriorating condition of inland infrastructure hasled to lock-and-dam closures due to unscheduled maintenance and mechanical breakdowns. According to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, navigation outages on the Ohio River increased more than three-fold in the past 12 years, from 25,000 hours to 80,000 hours. Reliability of the system is now questionable, and some shippers have taken their business off the water. [ILLUSTRATION OMITTED] Cost overruns are also a problem on projects that take far too long to finish because of gaps in funding from Congress. Projects authorized since 1986 have on average taken 20 years to finish and cost more than twice the authorized amount. The Olmsted Locks and Dam project on the Ohio River between Illinois and Kentucky, for example, was authorized in 1988 at $775 million.It broke ground in 1992 and was to be done in 2005. Today, it remains incomplete and its cost is put at $3.1 billion. Completion date is estimated for 2020, about 30 years after it broke ground. "How can you have confidence in the reliability of a system when 56 percent of the infrastructure is beyond its design life?" Mark Knoy, president and CEO of American Commercial Lines (ACL), asked before a hearing of the House subcommittee on Coast Guard and Marine Transportation in April. "Where 34 locks are over 80 years old? When a significant failure at a lock could close a major transportation artery, adisaster for the local and national economy?" Knoy noted that problems are occurring with alarming frequency at newer locks, such as Robert C. Byrd and Mel Price, rather than just the older structures. Outages have cost the barge industry millions. AEP River Operations estimates it has incurred $11.4 million in delay costs due to lock closures from 2011-2012. "All these delays affect the consumer as when the cost of transportation increases, the final cost to the consumer also increases," said Martin Hettel, senior manager of bulk sales at AEP. A catastrophic failure that could stymie commerce is very much a possibility at certain vulnerable lock locations, Maj. Gen. John Peabody, commander, Mississippi Valley Division at the Corps of Engineers,told the hearing. He said the Corps has focused on maintaining the key features of existing infrastructure to avoid such a failure, increased monitoring efforts, and taken steps to better manage the system. But the industry is still worried. [ILLUSTRATION OMITTED] "The system is fragile and there is no plan [in place] to fix or modernize it," said Thomas Allegretti, president and CEO of the American Waterways Operators, an industry group. "The danger isn't so much about operational disruptions, but the potential for a catastrophic collapse and our inability to fix it. Engineers know that we will have[a catastrophic failure] but that message has not gotten through to policy leaders in Congress and the [Obama] administration who need tohave a plan to modernize the system before a catastrophe occurs." The industry believes it has found a solution with the Capital Development Plan, a joint industry-Corps water-ways strategy to prioritize projects and assure their on-time and on-budget delivery. It would also fund waterways construction with a combination of user fees (anincrease in the diesel tax paid by barge companies) and cost-sharingchanges that shift more responsibility to the federal government. Rep. Ed Whitfield, R-Ky., introduced legislation in March, but the bill faces hurdles in this election year because it proposes spending and tax increases. Meanwhile, the Obama administration opposes the CDP mostly for budgetary reasons but has offered few alternatives beyond an unpopular plan to charge fees to commercial users of the inland waterways as a way to raise funds for the system.
Plan unpopular- shifts funding burden to taxpayers

Southern 4/16 (Illinois newspaper, “New waterways bill draws criticism,” April 16, 2012, http://thesouthern.com/news/local/new-waterways-bill-draws-criticism/article_5edfa54e-877c-11e1-ae16-0019bb2963f4.html) 

A recent bill dealing with maintenance of the country’s waterways, co-sponsored by U.S. Rep Jerry Costello, D-Belleville, is drawing fire for its revamping of funding measures that critics say shift more of the cost burden to taxpayers. Costello and U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield, R-Ky., announced March 30 their filing of the Waterways Are Vital for the Economy, Energy, Efficiency and Environment Act of 2012, or the WAVE4 Act. A joint news release from Costello and Whitfield about the bill said the WAVE4 Act requires, among other things, the use of objective criteria for the prioritization of essential construction and major rehabilitation projects and protects against cost overruns. Additionally, the news release said it revises the current cost-sharing structure for inland waterways projects, reforms the Army Corps of Engineers internal project delivery process and calls for additional contributions from the waterways industry to pay for these vital infrastructure investments.

Corps unpopular with public-fabricates economic reports and built the levees that failed during Katrina

Chris Edwards 3/19, director of tax policy studies at the Cato Institute, Edwards was a senior economist on the congressional Joint Economic Committee, a manager with PricewaterhouseCoopers, and an economist with the Tax Foundation, “Cutting the Army Corps of Engineers,” http://finance.townhall.com/columnists/chrisedwards/

2012/03/19/cutting_the_army_corps_of_engineers/page/full/)

Some of these charges still ring true. The nation was reacquainted with the Corps' shoddy engineering with the tragic failure of the levees in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. In recent years, the Corps has hidden information from the public, and has been caught distorting economic analyses to justify wasteful projects. Because of its pro-construction mindset, the Corps continues to pursue projects that would damage the environment and produce limited economic benefits. In recent decades, for example, "the Corps has channelized dozens of rivers for barges that never arrived."35

Corps unpopular-ignore public interests for private gain

Chris Edwards 3/19, director of tax policy studies at the Cato Institute, Edwards was a senior economist on the congressional Joint Economic Committee, a manager with PricewaterhouseCoopers, and an economist with the Tax Foundation, “Cutting the Army Corps of Engineers,” http://finance.townhall.com/columnists/chrisedwards/

2012/03/19/cutting_the_army_corps_of_engineers/page/full/)

Economists generally support government spending on true "public goods." However, the purpose of many Corps' projects is to generate private gains, not broad public benefits. The Corps would look favorably on a project that cost taxpayers $100 million and generated private benefits to farmers, developers, or shipping companies of $110 million. But private interests should be willing to invest their own funds in such projects that have positive returns.74

Environmental groups oppose plan

Glass 11 (Pamela, Washington, D.C., correspondent for WorkBoat, reports on the decisions and deliberations of congressional committees and federal agencies that affect the maritime industry, including the Coast Guard, U.S. Maritime Administration and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, graduate of Wesleyan University, “Green, anti-tax groups mobilize against inland waterways funding plan,” 4/28/11, http://www.workboat.com/newsdetail.aspx?id=9899) 

Environmental and taxpayer groups are mobilizing again on Capitol Hill to oppose a waterways financing plan favored by the barge industry. Although not as well organized and funded as the barge industry, these groups are meeting with congressmen and their staffs and distributing documents that refute barge industry claims that the plan will more effectively finance improvements to the aging inland lock and dam system. Green groups launched their opposition last spring after the plan was released. Opponents argue that the proposal shifts too much financial burden to taxpayers and would take money away from environmental protection programs. Citing some of the same arguments, the Obama administration rejected the plan but promised to work on another solution. None has yet emerged.

Environmentalists key to Obama re-election

Georgia Political Review 2/15 (“Will Key Groups Rally Behind Obama This Election?,” February 15, 2012, http://www.georgiapoliticalreview.com/will-key-groups-rally-behind-obama-this-election/) 
Obama will be looking to present himself as a pragmatic and reasonable choice that has only been ineffective because of a divided and polarized Congress. His moderate policy decisions in office, however, might cause some liberal voters to stay at home on election day or not campaign as hard as they did four years ago. Obama is going to need the grassroots momentum he found during the last campaign cycle if he wishes to win reelection. While these supporters may not jump ship and vote Republican, they will also not passionately campaign for him as they did four years ago. Republicans are as determined as ever to defeat him, and their nominee will have plenty of legitimate ways to attack Obama later this year. These three groups – environmentalists, LGBT activists and women – will help Obama gain a majority of the votes this November, but some might see him as only the lesser of two evils, rather than a champion for their individual causes. Obama is going to have to rally support from these groups if he wishes to have the same wave of success as he did in 2008 and four more years in the White House.
Winning the agriculture states not key to Obama re-election

POLITICO 6/13 (“Obama's play for the rural vote,” 

http://www.politico.com/blogs/charlie-mahtesian/2012/06/obamas-play-for-the-rural-vote-126099.html)

While Bishop doesn’t explicitly make the connection, it’s hard not to see the political context here. There aren’t a lot of good economic stories to be told this year, so the White House is naturally seizing one of them -- the ag economy.

While rural America isn’t exactly Obama’s sweet spot (he lost the rural vote in 2008, according to exit polls), it’s not inconsequential to his re-election. According to this analysis of Census data, two swing states – Iowa and New Hampshire – have 50 percent or more of their population living in rural areas or small towns. And another six – Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin – have higher percentages of population living in rural areas or small towns than the national average.

Coal exports increasing now and expected to continue to rise

Bloomberg Business Week 5/31 (“Obama Boosts Coal Exports, Prompting Allies’ Complaints,” May 31, 2012, http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-05-31/obama-boosts-coal-exports-prompting-allies-complaints) 

With demand for coal slumping in the U.S. because of falling natural-gas prices, exports are rising and with it environmental fights. Exports more than doubled from 2009 to 2011, totaling $15.9 billion last year. Exports are on track to top that total again this year, according to Commerce Department statistics.

Plan creates temporary jobs at best

Architecture 2030 6/21 (non-profit, non-partisan and independent organization, whose goal is to fight climate change with environmentally efficient development projects, “Obama's Jobs Plan: A Cue from King Solomon,” June 21, 2012,  http://architecture2030.org/hot_topics/obama_jobs_plan_king_solomon) 

Why not? Because infrastructure projects depend on tax revenue and the generator of tax revenue is the private sector, which has been devastated. Funding infrastructure projects with stimulus funds simply substitutes federal dollars for tax revenue dollars. This approach is a losing battle, creating temporary jobs that can only be made into permanent jobs by continual federal funding. While some infrastructure spending and financial help to state and local governments is warranted, it will not put America back to work. Each $1 billion dollars of federal infrastructure spending creates only 7,667 one-time construction jobs and 9,000 indirect jobs

AT States CP/Army Corps Authority/Army Corps Good
Army corps are key

Dr. William G. Howland 4 is the Basin Program Manager of Lake Champlain, Grand Isle, VT, “U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS ROLE IN THE NATION'S WATER RESOURCE NEEDS IN THE 21ST CENTURY, Capital Hill Testimony, March 31, lexis
Our partnership involves the states of Vermont and New York, the Province of Quebec, and numerous federal agencies, including the USEPA, the USDA, USDI, and the USACE. This partnership is highly effective and through our work to restore the lake ecosystem, we also are ensuring an economic future for citizens in our region. This work is of vital importance to the regional economy, including the tourism and recreation economy for which we are well known, and which depends so fundamentally upon this great and wonderful lake. One of the great discoveries in my work with the Lake Champlain Basin Program's federal agency partners is the good faith and dedication that they bring to the task of cleaning up and restoring America's waterways. I have great admiration and appreciation for all of our federal partners. Today, my testimony will focus on the essential work of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and particularly their role in Environmental Restoration projects. Cleaning up pollution in a lake is exceedingly difficult and costly. And it always includes interrupting the flow of pollutants into the drainage system to prevent further contamination. Pollution prevention requires changing the way things work in the landscape that drains into the lake. In Lake Champlain, as in the Great Lakes and other parts of the nation, ecosystem restoration efforts often require advanced engineering design expertise and leadership that communities and states simply can not provide. The competence and engineering expertise of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a vital resource for planning, designing and executing restoration plans. The stature of the Corps, its track record with large projects and its quality control protocols provide the leadership that is essential to maintain and improve the water quality of our rivers and lakes. The U.S. Army Corps is currently facilitating several restoration projects in the Lake Champlain watershed. With the Corp's support, an infestation of water chestnut, an invasive aquatic plant that has dominated the entire southern part of the lake for years is now nearly under control. This program, run in partnership with the states of Vermont and New York, has lead us out of an almost hopeless situation and we are seeing a return to public enjoyment of shoreline areas in the southern part of Lake Champlain. This summer we expect to begin work on projects to intercept storm water runoff into Lake George, part of the Lake Champlain ecosystem, and to stabilize eroding streambanks in the Missisquoi watershed, with expertise, oversight and funding by the U.S. Army Corps. Without their leadership and support, this vital work could not happen. The role of the U.S. Army Corp's Environmental Restoration authority is a vital nationwide asset; getting projects done - and done professionally - all across America. Dam removal projects, wetland restoration, fish passages and streambank stabilization projects restore degraded ecosystems, improve American lives, strengthen our nation's economy and ensure that we will be able to provide clean drinking water to ourselves, our children and their children. Lake St. Clair, and the St. Clair River, located between Lake Huron and Lake Erie, faces massive problems of nutrient loading, invasive species and the challenges of a busy waterway. It is in desperate need of pollution prevention and ecosystem restoration action. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has taken the lead role in drawing together federal agencies and communities in the U.S. and Canada to address this international challenge. The stature and expertise of the Corps, and its mandate to develop a management plan, under Section 246 of WRDA 1999, placed it in the logical lead in this important effort. One of the greatest restoration programs in the history of our nation is underway in the Everglades and South Florida Ecosystem, with U.S. Army Corps leadership. The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan approved by Congress in WRDA 2000 is the key to the future of the huge everglades ecosystem and the vitality of a significant sector of the Florida economy. Coordination of the work of eight federal agencies and more than a hundred local stakeholder governments, regional councils and state agencies, could only be managed by an agency with the engineering capacity, traditions and commitment of the U.S. Army Corps. From Texas to Mississippi in the Louisiana Coastal Area Ecosystem, wetlands are disappearing at the rate of nearly 22,000 acres per year. The U.S. Army Corps is a partner with the State of Louisiana on a feasibility study that will enable us to better understand this problem, and how to mitigate and minimize losses, to restore a future for this region. Similar case histories, of projects large and small, could be cited from across the nation, with the accolades and gratitude of millions of American citizens. America today faces unprecedented challenges of ecosystem damage and resultant declines in water quality, contaminated and weed- infested waterways, and polluted lakes and estuaries across the nation. These problems have compromised drinking water supplies for millions of Americans, caused desperate struggles for survival in the tourism and recreation industries, and created an alarming trend towards more and greater problems in the near future. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is a vital part of our military service that works directly in the homeland to meet these challenges with the world's best professional expertise. Its stature and traditions of service to America have turned to environmental restoration projects that require engineering solutions. The Corps brings the best tools in the nation to guide the engineering problem-solving that these special ecosystems require. I would like to direct your attention to the challenges we face regarding the Corp's Continuing Authorities programs and Sections 206 and 1135. The existing program limits of $25 million for each have simply not kept pace with current needs, and are now a fraction of what America needs them to be. In the Lake Champlain watershed, this means that several ongoing projects are being suspended due to a national shortfall. Suspending good projects partway through their implementation, whether in Lake Champlain or elsewhere across the nation, neither saves money nor avoids expense. The problems in each case will get far more costly, not less costly. The opportunities to prevent or contain pollution will be lost if a shortfall like this persists. The most cost-effective solution to large ecosystem problems is to invest adequately in their restoration at the earliest possible date. Any alternative is likely to be a false economy in the short term and result a burgeoning burden of additional accrued contamination and sharply increased costs of restoration in the long term. Finally, the work of the U.S. Army Corps on environmental restoration is not only about conservation philosophy or environmental ethics. It is also about our nation's economic engines. As we know so well in the northeast, it is about the vitality of the tourism economy and the quality of life that keeps the recreation businesses in business. It is about trucks on the highway, the pulse of commerce and trade. It is about reducing bankruptcies and maintaining jobs. It is about smell of the tap water in the cities and towns across the nation; it is about the health of our own human habitat throughout this nation that is our future. In the final analysis, ecosystem restoration and water quality is about insuring the quality of life for citizens across America, and the health of our children and their children for generations to come. I hope the members of this Committee will continue to recognize, appreciate and support the vital role of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in service to the American homeland and, in particular, will fully support their Environmental Restoration programs. Thank you for the invitation to testify before you today. I look forward to answering your questions.

Your CP is unconstitutional 

Godwin 2k Jean Godwin Executive Vice President and General Counsel, American Association of Port Authorities, BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT, SUBJECT - TAX TREATMENT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE, lexis

As called for in the Constitution, the Federal government has sole jurisdiction over this nation's navigational waterways--a function primarily delegated to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers but paid for by specialized Federal taxes, and other Federal, state and local money. Local port authorities and industry provide funding for land infrastructure. Port authorities are also responsible for dredging berthing areas and access channels connecting port facilities to the Federal navigation channels, and providing required cost-sharing financing of dredging. Local, state, and Federal government funds are also used to support intermodal landside access to ports, some of which is paid through the Highway Trust Fund.

Federal government has the responsibility

Florida Times-Union 11 Feb 22 “Public-private projects can't deepen rivers,” lexis
The difference, he said, is the U.S. Constitution gives the federal government responsibility to maintain navigable waterways, and Congress already taxes cargo to collect funds to pay the costs. A federal study showed that every dollar spent on the Savannah River would bring $4 in taxes, a more positive payback than ports in New York, Boston and Miami, which have already been promised funds for deepening from Washington.

US army corps has jurisdiction over waterways

Lucas 99 J. Stephen Lucas, National Grain and Feed Association before the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee, testimony, Federal News Service, lexis

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has jurisdiction over improvement projects for the U.S. inland waterways. To increase the capacity and efficiency of the inland waterways system, and maintain our competitive edge in global markets, large-scale improvements - such as expansion of the locks of the Upper Mississippi and Illinois River System from 600 feet to 1200 feet - are needed.

Federal government owns the locks/dams

PCCIP 97 Critical Foundations, Protecting America’s Infrastructures, The Report of the President’s Commission on Critical Infrastructure Protection, http://www.fas.org/sgp/library/pccip.pdf
"Most of our nation’s transportation infrastructure is owned by the private sector—railroads and pipelines; the vehicles and equipment operating on our roads, on the water, and in the air; and by state and local governments—our roads, airports, mass transit systems, and ports. The federal government owns the National Airspace System (NAS) operated by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), and the locks and dams operated by the US Army Corps of Engineers. The private sector is largely responsible for assuring its own infrastructure and business practices." {38}

And, the federal government has the responsibility to cover 100% of maintenance costs

Stern 12 Charles V. Stern is a Analyst in Natural Resources Policy, 4/12, “Inland Waterways: Recent Proposals and Issues for Congress,” http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf
Inland waterways are a significant part of the nation’s transportation system. Because of the national economic benefits of maritime transport, the federal government has invested in navigation infrastructure for two centuries. As a result, barge shipping has received significant support through federal funding for operational costs, capital expenditures, and major rehabilitation on inland waterways. Since the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, expenditures for construction and major rehabilitation projects on inland waterways have been cost-shared on a 50/50 basis between the federal government and users through the Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF). Operations and maintenance costs for inland waterways typically exceed these construction costs, and are a 100% federal responsibility pursuant to WRDA 1986. 

Locks are under Army Corps jurisdiction

States News Service 11 July 7, 2011 Thursday BOSWELL, LOEBSACK CALL FOR HEARING INTO FLOOD MANAGEMENT PLANS AND REGULATIONS, lexis
Given the numerous devastating flood events witnessed in Iowa and the entire Midwest since 1993, we respectfully request the Committee hold a hearing to hear testimony from flooding and weather experts, local or state officials, and Army Corps of Engineers representatives to discuss the current regulatory and statutory environment governing the development or altering of operation manuals and plans, maintenance, and use of dams, reservoirs, levees and locks under Army Corps jurisdiction. In order to ensure the Army Corps has the resources to perform their duties fully, a discussion on the fiscal situation faced by the Army Corps with respect to maintaining these structures for their intended purposes would be informative as well.

Supreme court proves

Spokesman Review 12 March 23, 2012 EPA RULING STRIKES BLOW FOR PEOPLE'S DUE PROCESS, lexis
As the Supreme Court noted in a 2006 case, the EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers haveadopted a very broad interpretation of the word "navigable," extending their jurisdiction over virtually anything wet that flows into or is adjacent to a truly navigable waterway like Priest Lake. The rationale, which the court has accepted, is the protection wetlands provide by absorbing and cleaning runoff.

Federal government is responsible for 100% of maintenance costs

Water Resources Development Act of 1986 http://epw.senate.gov/wrda86.pdf

SEC. 102. INLAND WATERWAY TRANSPORTATION. (a) CONSTRUCTION.—One-half of the costs of construction— (1) of each project authorized by title III of this Act, (2) of the project authorized by section 1103(j) of this Act, and (3) allocated to inland navigation for the project authorized by section 844 of this Act, shall be paid only from amounts appropriated from the general fund of the Treasury. One-half of such costs shall be paid only from amounts appropriated from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund. For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘‘contruction’’ shall include planning, designing, engineering, surveying, the acquisition of all lands, easements, and rights-of-way necessary for the project, including lands for disposal of dredged material, and relocations necessary for the project. (b) OPERATON AND MAINTENANCE.—The Federal share of the cost of operation and maintenance of any project for navigation on the inland waterways is 100 percent. (c) AUTHORIZATIONS FROM GENERAL FUND.—Any Federal responsibility (1) with respect to a project authorized by title III or section 1103(j), or (2) with respect to the portion of the project authorized by section 844 allocated to inland navigation, which responsibility is not provided for in subsection (a) of this section shall be paid only from amounts appropriated from the general fund of the Treasury. 

ACOE has fixed its technical problems and is continuing to improve

Garrison, 10 (Joey, Nashville City Paper, “Army Corps Acknowledges May Flood communication failures”, 11-23-10, http://nashvillecitypaper.com/content/city-news/army-corps-acknowledges-may-flood-communication-failures)

Hancock said the corps has now incorporated a redundant system to ensure Internet capability won’t be lost again. Technology devices such as cell phones and wireless air cards are a mainstay today as well. “I’m a proud BlackBerry carrier now,” said Bob Sneed, water manager for the Nashville district. “We have air cards, so that will allow us to communicate and gather data.” Corps officials said one of the most critical issues during May’s flood was insufficient “risk communication” with the weather service. For weather experts to deliver accurate flood forecasts to the public, they need up-to-the-minute, reliable data from the corps. That didn’t happen. “We have a long-term initiative to work with the USGS [United States Geological Survey] and the weather service to help them develop flood inundation mapping, which is a critical risk communication tool with the public,” Hancock said. The corps and weather service also failed to technical items, which sometimes put the two agencies on different pages, corps officials said. They contend they are now updating the weather service on “data adjustments” more frequently. Peabody, who heads the Great Lakes and Ohio River division, said Old Hickory Dam’s water level was 6.6 inches from exceeding its limit during May’s flood. If it had topped the dam, he said, the result would have been “an extraordinarily dangerous situation.” He said corps workers “put their lives on the line,” working in heavy rainfall, to prevent overtopping.

When the Army Corps commits to a project, it will get done

USACE 12 (US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, “USACE TAKES CORRECTIVE ACTION TO GET A PROJECT BACK ON TRACK, 4/13/12, http://www.tam.usace.army.mil/MED12-04-13.asp)

"Customers don't expect you to be perfect. They do expect you to fix things when they go wrong." --Donald Porter, British Airways When the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers commits to delivering a project or service for a customer, it strives to complete the work on time, within budget, and at a quality standard that the customer expects.

The Corps has been widely successful in Iraq

Kibler, 6-21-12 (Joan, Journalist US Army Corps of engineers, Middle East District, “Army Corps of Engineers continues construction in Iraq”, http://www.army.mil/article/82304/Army_Corps_of_Engineers_continues_construction_in_Iraq/)

Though its construction program is a fraction of what it once was in Iraq, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers continues to manage $350 million in projects there to help build facilities for the sovereign nation. In seven years starting in 2004, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, or USACE, completed more than 5,000 projects in Iraq with a value of $8.8 billion. The construction program was part of the efforts to secure a new and reliable government for Iraq. Today, Iraq's government and the U.S. enjoy bilateral relations based on mutual goals. The arrangement, known as the Strategic Framework Agreement for a Relationship of Friendship and Cooperation between the United States and the Republic of Iraq, was designed to help the Iraqi people stand on their own while protecting U.S. interests, according to the U.S. Embassy-Iraq. USACE officials said they remain committed to delivering projects that support the nation's sovereignty through the Middle East District's Iraq Area Office. "Our role is to deliver infrastructure that contributes to stability and security," said Lt. Col. Anthony Mitchell, officer in charge, Iraq Area Office. The primary customers are the Office of Security Cooperation-Iraq, or OSC-I, and the Iraq Strategic Partnership Office; both are part of the U.S. Embassy-Iraq.

AT States CP (Disasters Specific)

States fail in the context of disaster planning

Rowan 5/7 Bernard Rowan is chair professor and coordinator of political science and international studies at Chicago State University “Disaster management and federalism,” 2012 http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/include/print.asp?newsIdx=110491

The same must be said for the United States’ preparation and ability to deal with natural disasters as a federal system. Due to its political genesis, America is one of relatively few countries that prosecute politics through a system that defines and distinguishes authority for national, state, and local governments through written constitutions. Americans believe fervently in keeping power locally when it can be kept locally and delegating power to the federal or national government only when the object is one that meets constitutional limits. Every so often, a new leader comes along who wishes to invigorate the federalist components of our political system. Such is one of the dialectics of American political life and history. Disaster Reduction As we approach the 10th anniversary of the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, it is instructive to remind ourselves of its five stated priorities for disaster management: 1. Ensure that disaster risk reduction is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation. 2. Identify, assess and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning. 3. Use knowledge, innovation and education to build a culture of safety and resilience at all levels. 4. Reduce the underlying risk factors. 5. Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels. I would argue that the disaster preparedness, response capacity, early warning systems, and reduction of risk factors in the United States all leave much to be desired. In a political system much more concerned with anti-terrorism, immigration policy, health policy, and economic recovery, there is too little discussion of this subject. In a presidential election cycle now entering full swing, disaster management should be discussed as a matter of national security and national development for this century. And all of these needs are only accentuated by the nature of our federal system of government. As other essays in this series have elaborated, the consequences of human use and abuse of natural ecosystems, the underprovision of resources and planning, and the need to integrate risk reduction and response structures into economic development priorities and policies are going to become more prominent parts of global public discourse. There should be no overreaction or notion that the end-time is near, but there should be every effort to protect and preserve our peoples, lands, and infrastructure through the application of public and private resources to disaster risk reduction and management. The American federal system is ill-equipped to manage and to reduce the risks attending natural disasters in its current configuration. It has failed to do so in the case of Hurricane Katrina and other recent cataclysms. It is time to nationalize further the security of our national borders so as to permit federal government authority to supervise the states in dealing with natural disasters – both response and recovery efforts and even more for risk reduction. Nature’s movements According to a recent report, there are 12,479 miles of coastal borders in the states of the United States of America. There are thousands of additional miles of Great Lakes and connecting waterways or coastlines. This constitutes a vast stretch of territory that must be considered if we want to take seriously the need to anticipate nature’s movements and limit the effects of natural disasters. If we wish to draw a parallel to national security, the country already has nationalized much of the air safety management apparatus. This makes sense given that on any particular day there are 80,000 or more commercial air movements alone, not including international flights or those of civil aircraft. While few would question the need for the United States government – the national or federal government – to protect our skies and airspace and to secure it from enemies at home or from abroad, the same logic doesn’t prevail with respect to disaster prevention along coasts that have the same quality, i.e. international borders. Florida and Texas are among the most vulnerable states in terms of disaster management. Many of the other areas more likely to experience natural disasters are in the Southeast and south central sections of the country. They also include the states with the highest percentages of land lying in floodplains. This context creates a disproportionate burden for these states, and it is likely that current investments do not come close to meeting the needs in terms of forecasting, limiting impacts, and response, relief, and recovery. It is time to nationalize our coastal waterways and coastal borders so that the power of the nation and our people, both in terms of the federal government and in terms of the centralization of decision-making and funding that can reap economies of scale and bring uniform and systemic solutions to common problems, may be brought to bear. Thomas Birkland and Sarah Waterman have written about the over-emphasis on homeland security and the relative de-prioritization of non-terrorist threats such as natural disasters. Hurricane Katrina was much more of a disaster than it needed to be because the federal government’s disaster management structure and processes were left to relative neglect. State and local counterparts were wholly inadequate. Birkland and Waterman describe the current era in American federalism, relying on Tim Conlan, as one of “opportunistic federalism,” which extends a mindset that seeks short-term benefit from federal dollars and attention to the exclusion of longer-term needs and coordination. Too many in this country continue thinking of disaster planning and management as something to be done when or after the unthinkable happens – too much more at that time along with too much less in the years that precede disasters. This is an expensive and dangerous mindset. Fiscal dilemmas Many of the states, perhaps most, are in dire fiscal condition at this point; the effects of the first great recession of this century in the United States have reached and continue to mire the states in fiscal dilemmas. We cannot afford the illusion that standing on opportunistic federalism will suffice for fulfilling the responsibilities of America’s governments to the people. The National Response Framework, which remains the basic law for organizing federal relationships around disaster management, should be scrapped, or at minimum revisited and revised. State and local governments lack the capacity to do the heavy lifting as to natural disaster planning and response in this day and age, and the costs and requirements will only increase this century. As Birkland and Watermann also have noted, when Hurricane Katrina occurred, and in its aftermath, the chief scapegoat and party to blame was the federal government. This points to an underlying perception that the mitigation of and preparation against natural disasters is a national governmental issue, not one to be left to the vagaries of state and local provision. But as yet, America’s policymakers and the public have not demanded associated actions and change. Federalism should be invigorated with a stronger national component, but it should not be eliminated. The Army Corps of Engineers is generally welcomed to facilitate the development of infrastructure projects throughout the country. Think of the benefits in terms of jobs that disaster management industries could provide, working in tandem with the Corps and other agencies of the federal, state, and local governments. Following Richard Weitz of the Hudson Institute, there will always be a role for non-governmental organizations, public-and private partnerships, and the development of a national culture around disaster management. Disaster management apparatus But whereas Weitz is content to modify the disaster management apparatus with regional structures and law enforcement information sharing established via the Department of Homeland Security, I think this approach does not go far enough. Regional institutions such as those for the Federal Reserve, national defense, and courts are fine, but the principal center for policy development and implementation needs to be re-vectored to a single agency or policy platform under the U.S. Congress, this disaster management is more appropriately considered a part of national security.
States fail

Loomis 12 Erik Loomis is a professor of labor and environmental history “The Disincentive for Natural Disaster Preparation,” Lawyers, Guns and Money Feb 5 lexis 

Interesting Times article on the battle between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and areas of Illinois over upgrading levees in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Essentially, the Army Corps says the levees are not up to snuff and the communities say it is too expensive to upgrade them. In the decentralized nature of American government, it's easy to see why expensive infrastructure projects don't get done and thus disasters strike the same areas again and again. The Army Corps took tons of heat after the levees failed in New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. So, realizing that previous standards were not up to snuff, particularly in low-lying easily flooded areas like New Orleans and the Illinois/Missouri banks of the Mississippi, it raised standards. It was only 1993 when this area flooded horribly; smaller floods take place frequently. It makes sense to upgrade the levees. But because the federal government doesn't have the authority or the money to just take care of this itself, it has to rely on local communities. No one wants to remember the last natural disaster. They want to put their head in the sand, not pay the taxes to fix the levees, and then yell when they are flooded again. At the same time, this area of Illinois is very poor. Because we rely on local taxes for many local services, we ask poor people to protect themselves against flooding and they just can't do it without real hardships. It would be ideal to centralize these repairs in federal hands and provide the tax base for the Army Corps to fix the problem itself. But that's obviously not happening.
EIS = Normal Means
EIS are normal means for the Army Corps of Engineers

USACE 12 (US army corps of engineers, Fort Worth District, “Endangered species links”, 1/31/12, http://www.swf.usace.army.mil/pubdata/environ/regulatory/endangeredspecies.asp)

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) declares the intention of the Congress to conserve threatened and endangered species and the ecosystems an which those species depend. The ESA requires that federal agencies, in consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), use their authorities in furtherance of its purposes by carrying out programs for the conservation of endangered or threatened species, and by taking such action necessary to ensure that any action authorized, funded, or carried out by the Agency is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of such endangered or threatened species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of habitat of such species which is determined by the Secretary of the Interior or Commerce, as appropriate, to be critical. If a proposed project includes the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, and/or work in, or affecting, a navigable water of the United States, and if federally-listed threatened or endangered species, or its critical habitat, may be affected by the proposed activity, then the USACE must consult with the appropriate federal agency. The USACE must consider all the direct and indirect impacts of the proposed project on the federally-listed species or its critical habitat. For the purpose of evaluating Department of the Army applications, the scope of analysis under the ESA is the permit area, which includes all waters of the United States affected by activities associated with the project, as well as any additional area of non-waters of the United States in the immediate vicinity of, directly associated with, and/or affected by, activities in waters of the United States where there is sufficient Federal control and responsibility.

**Coal Exports Bad**

**Chinese Renewables**

1NC 

China will make the transition to renewables

Tu, 12-

(Kevin Jianjun,  Senior associate in the Carnegie Energy and Climate 

Program, where he leads Carnegie’s work on China’s energy and climate policies, “Understanding China’s Rising Coal Imports,” http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/china_coal.pdf ) 

 Several key trends are likely to drive investment patterns in the Chinese power sector going forward. Given the Chinese government’s emphasis on energy conservation and air pollution control (e.g., SO2 emissions) during the 11th FYP period and the preference for domestically made equipment, capacity of large-scale supercritical and ultra-supercritical (USC) power plants has expanded rapidly in China. This trend is likely to continue. During the 12th FYP period, energy conservation and air pollution regulations have been continuously tightened, and a 17% GHG emissions intensity reduction target was also introduced. As a result, lower carbon fuels including renewables (especially wind), nuclear, and natural gas are planned to grow substantially in the coming decades, as shown in Table 3-3. 
Flood of US coal in China would drive the price of coal down and increase Chinese coal consumption 

Plumer, 5/1-

(Brad, Ezra Kelins, Washington Post Staff Writer, “How the U.S. could influence China’s coal habits — with exports,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/can-the-united-states-influence-chinas-coal-habits/2012/05/01/gIQAgqUpuT_blog.html) 

 Still, as a recent and fascinating report (pdf) from the Carnegie Endowment explains, Chinese coal imports are likely to grow enormously in the coming years. For one, Chinese coal use has been growing at a rate of nearly 6 percent each year. And China’s domestic production can’t keep pace, thanks to railroad and shipping bottlenecks from mining centers in Shanxi, Shaanxi and Inner Mongolia provinces. What’s more, the Carnegie report notes, the Chinese government is becoming increasingly sensitive to the ecological damage wrought by domestic coal mining — as well as to the growing number of protests over unsafe mining conditions. According to official statistics, 6,027 Chinese miners died in 2004, though the real number is probably higher. There are real costs to ramping up production in China. As a result, China will likely try to import a growing share of its coal in the coming years. Much of that will likely come from Indonesia and Australia, since China’s import infrastructure is geared toward those two regions. But many analysts expect the United States to play an increasingly crucial role in coming years. (To date, the U.S. has been supplying China with just small amounts of coking coal, which is used for iron and steel production and which is less readily available in China.) And if American coal starts pouring into China, that will help keep prices down. If that happens, Chinese power plants and factories will burn even more coal and use the stuff less efficiently than they otherwise would. Grist’s David Roberts points to a recent paper (pdf) by Thomas M. Power, a former economics professor at the University of Montana, finding that Chinese coal habits are highly sensitive to prices: Opening the Asian import market to dramatic increases in U.S. coal will drive down coal prices in that market. Several empirical studies of energy in China have demonstrated that coal consumption is highly sensitive to cost. One recent study found that a 10 percent reduction in coal cost would result in a 12 percent increase in coal consumption. Another found that over half of the gain in China’s “energy intensity” improvement during the 1990s was a response to prices. In other words, coal exports will mean cheaper coal in Asia, and cheaper coal means more coal will be burned than would otherwise be the case 

Cheaper coal stops China transition to renewables

IBD, 5/10- 

(Investors Business Daily, “Coal Exports Boom; Greens Set Hurdles,” http://finance.yahoo.com/news/coal-exports-boom-greens-set-212500427.html) 

Critics also say exports would boost coal and greenhouse gases by making coal cheaper. A 2011 report by the Sightline Institute, a Seattle-based advocacy group, concludes that the Pacific Northwest coal port projects would, "undermine China's progress towards more efficient power generation and usage. The report's author, economist Thomas Power, says China has "enormous room for improvement" in energy efficiency and does cut back on consumption if energy costs rise. "They're behaving the same way that Americans do and Europeans do in reacting to price," he says. Stanford's Morse agrees that cheaper coal can lead to more consumption but not in China, where, he says, "demand for coal is inelastic right now and most state-owned generators are so insensitive to price they have been burning coal at a loss for the last three years. 
China is the biggest contributor to global warming- failure to cut emissions accelerates the warming and kills international efforts to limit emissions

Bradsher, 10-

(Keith, NYT, Energy and Environment, “China’s Energy Use Threatens Goals on Warming,” http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/07/business/energy-environment/07energy.html?pagewanted=all) 

HONG KONG — Even as China has set ambitious goals for itself in clean-energy production and reduction of global warming gases, the country’s surging demand for power from oil and coal has led to the largest six-month increase in the tonnage of human generated greenhouse gases ever by a single country. China’s leaders are so concerned about rising energy use and declining energy efficiency that the cabinet held a special meeting this week to discuss the problem, according to a statement Thursday from the ministry of industry and information technology. Coal-fired electricity and oil sales each climbed 24 percent in the first quarter from a year earlier, on the heels of similar increases in the fourth quarter Premier Wen Jiabao promised tougher policies to enforce energy conservation, including a ban on government approval of any new projects by companies that failed to eliminate inefficient capacity, the ministry said. Mr. Wen also said that China had to find a way to meet the target in its current five-year plan of a 20 percent improvement in energy efficiency. “We can never break our pledge, stagger our resolution or weaken our efforts, no matter how difficult it is,” Mr. Wen said. Western experts say it will be hard to meet the target, but that China’s leaders seem determined. “No country of this size has seen energy demand grow this fast before in absolute terms, and those who are most concerned about this are the Chinese themselves,” said Jonathan Sinton, the China program manager at the International Energy Agency in Paris. China has been the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse gases each year since 2006, leading the United States by an ever-widening margin. A failure by China to meet its own energy efficiency targets would be a big setback for international efforts to limit such emissions. 
It’s real and causes extinction

DEIBEL ‘7 (Terry L. Deibel, professor of IR at National War College, Foreign Affairs Strategy, “Conclusion: American Foreign Affairs Strategy Today Anthropogenic – caused by CO2”)

Finally, there is one major existential threat to American security (as well as prosperity) of a nonviolent nature, which, though far in the future, demands urgent action. It is the threat of global warming to the stability of the climate upon which all earthly life depends. Scientists worldwide have been observing the gathering of this threat for three decades now, and what was once a mere possibility has passed through probability to near certainty.  Indeed not one of more than 900 articles on climate change published in refereed scientific journals from 1993 to 2003 doubted that anthropogenic warming is occurring. “In legitimate scientific circles,” writes Elizabeth Kolbert, “it is virtually impossible to find evidence of disagreement over the fundamentals of global warming.” Evidence from a vast international scientific monitoring effort accumulates almost weekly, as this sample of newspaper reports shows: an international panel predicts “brutal droughts, floods and violent storms across the planet over the next century”; climate change could “literally alter ocean currents, wipe away huge portions of Alpine Snowcaps and aid the spread of cholera and malaria”; “glaciers in the Antarctic and in Greenland are melting much faster than expected, and…worldwide, plants are blooming several days earlier than a decade ago”; “rising sea temperatures have been accompanied by a significant global increase in the most destructive hurricanes”; “NASA scientists have concluded from direct temperature measurements that 2005 was the hottest year on record, with 1998 a close second”; “Earth’s warming climate is estimated to contribute to more than 150,000 deaths and 5 million illnesses each year” as disease spreads; “widespread bleaching from Texas to Trinidad…killed broad swaths of corals” due to a 2-degree rise in sea temperatures.  “The world is slowly disintegrating,” concluded Inuit hunter Noah Metuq, who lives 30 miles from the Arctic Circle. “They call it climate change…but we just call it breaking up.” From the founding of the first cities some 6,000 years ago until the beginning of the industrial revolution, carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere remained relatively constant at about 280 parts per million (ppm). At present they are accelerating toward 400 ppm, and by 2050 they will reach 500 ppm, about double pre-industrial levels. Unfortunately, atmospheric CO2 lasts about a century, so there is no way immediately to reduce levels, only to slow their increase, we are thus in for significant global warming; the only debate is how much and how serous the effects will be. As the newspaper stories quoted above show, we are already experiencing the effects of 1-2 degree warming in more violent storms, spread of disease, mass die offs of plants and animals, species extinction, and threatened inundation of low-lying countries like the Pacific nation of Kiribati and the Netherlands at a warming of 5 degrees or less the Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets could disintegrate, leading to a sea level of rise of 20 feet that would cover North Carolina’s outer banks, swamp the southern third of Florida, and inundate Manhattan up to the middle of Greenwich Village. Another catastrophic effect would be the collapse of the Atlantic thermohaline circulation that keeps the winter weather in Europe far warmer than its latitude would otherwise allow. Economist William Cline once estimated the damage to the United States alone from moderate levels of warming at 1-6 percent of GDP annually; severe warming could cost 13-26 percent of GDP. But the most frightening scenario is runaway greenhouse warming, based on positive feedback from the buildup of water vapor in the atmosphere that is both caused by and causes hotter surface temperatures. Past ice age transitions, associated with only 5-10 degree changes in average global temperatures, took place in just decades, even though no one was then pouring ever-increasing amounts of carbon into the atmosphere. Faced with this specter, the best one can conclude is that “humankind’s continuing enhancement of the natural greenhouse effect is akin to playing Russian roulette with the earth’s climate and humanity’s life support system. At worst, says physics professor Marty Hoffert of New York University, “we’re just going to burn everything up; we’re going to het the atmosphere to the temperature it was in the Cretaceous when there were crocodiles at the poles, and then everything will collapse.” During the Cold War, astronomer Carl Sagan popularized a theory of nuclear winter to describe how a thermonuclear war between the Untied States and the Soviet Union would not only destroy both countries but possible end life on this planet. Global warming is the post-Cold War era’s equivalent of nuclear winter at least as serious and considerably better supported scientifically. Over the long run it puts dangers form terrorism and traditional military challenges to shame. It is a threat not only to the security and prosperity to the United States, but potentially to the continued existence of life on this planet.  

**Uniqueness

2NC Uniqueness – Generic 

China will make the transition and stop using coal in the squo 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

Coal presently supplies about 67% of China's commercial energy but its National Energy Administration, 21 March, released its five-year 2011-2016 plan for Chinese coal, which features a near-term peak, and then decline of coal in the energy economy. The world’s largest user and producer of coal intends to limit domestic output and consumption of the commodity by 2017, to reduce pollution and to curb reliance on this fuel, which also faces a rising number of supply problems from reserve depletion to coal import costs, infrastructure and transport needs. The NEA announced that coal demand growth will be restricted to zero, and consumption to a maximum of around 3.9 to 4.1 billion metric tons a year by or before 2017. China's coal consumption, including a growing amount of imports estimated at about 25 million tons this year but forecast to increase to 200 million tons a year by 2015, totaled about 3.75 billion tons in 2011. At that rate and for China's estimated 1.33 billion population, this is a consumption rate of 2.8 tons per person a year, which we can compare with the coal consumption peaks attained by early industrializing Europe in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. In 1913 for example, the UK attained its all-time coal peak at about 215 million tons a year. For its 1913 population this was close to 5 tons per person a year. Current US coal consumption of almost exactly 1 billion tons per year yields about 3.3 tons of coal per person each year. China is the world’s biggest producer of carbon emissions and coal-related pollutants, and its authorities intend cutting both of these by as much as 17% per unit of GDP through the period to 2017, but its coal path remains locked-on to its economic growth. Throughout the period since 2000, Chinese coal demand growth has tracked the economy with a 1-for-1 relationship, resulting in coal demand growing at more than 8% a year, doubling the nation's need for coal every 7 years. The main problem is therefore China's vast coal energy-dependence, and growing coal import dependence comparable to the OECD group's heavy dependence on declining and high-priced supplies of imported oil.

China will make the transition – coal is hitting a limit 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

China's coal demand growth will definitely slow, and reach a set limit, not only because of environmental concerns but also because of China's value-added and technology-based industrial and economic strategy. Coal remains cheap, is basic to iron and steel production, and for electricity production, but has nothing like the flexibility, ease of use and lower environmental impact of oil and gas energy. However, due to China's massive dependence on coal, achieving zero growth for coal by or before 2017 is a difficult goal unless the government substantially trims economic growth and accelerates its program for phasing out energy-intensive industries, which are hard to reconcile.

China is making the switch to renewables 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

Despite the Chinese target of cutting the energy intensity of its GDP by 17% over 5 years, coal demand growth has been running at 8% or more, per year, and this sets the "energy gap" for non-coal alternatives at around 300 million tons a year of coal, equivalent to 1.5 billion barrels of oil energy, by or before 2017. Replacing this 0.3 MTCE (tons coal equivalent) with either gas or oil will have major impacts on world energy trades, leaving the green energy and energy conservation option as a major rational choice for Chinese planners.

2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Generic 

China will make the transition to renewables

Tu, 12-

(Kevin Jianjun,  Senior associate in the Carnegie Energy and Climate 

Program, where he leads Carnegie’s work on China’s energy and climate policies, “Understanding China’s Rising Coal Imports,” http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/china_coal.pdf ) 

 Several key trends are likely to drive investment patterns in the Chinese power sector going forward. Given the Chinese government’s emphasis on energy conservation and air pollution control (e.g., SO2 emissions) during the 11th FYP period and the preference for domestically made equipment, capacity of large-scale supercritical and ultra-supercritical (USC) power plants has expanded rapidly in China. This trend is likely to continue. During the 12th FYP period, energy conservation and air pollution regulations have been continuously tightened, and a 17% GHG emissions intensity reduction target was also introduced. As a result, lower carbon fuels including renewables (especially wind), nuclear, and natural gas are planned to grow substantially in the coming decades, as shown in Table 3-3. 
China will make the transition to renewables

Xu and Dufree, 5/24- 

(Wan Xu and Don Durfree, Reuters, “China to spend $27 billion on emission cuts, renewables,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/05/24/us-china-energy-idUSBRE84N12C20120524) 

 (Reuters) - China's central government plans to spend 170 billion yuan ($27 billion) this year to promote energy conservation, emission reductions and renewable energy, the Ministry of Finance said in a statement on its website on Thursday. The ministry said China plans to promote more use of energy-saving products and low or no-emission power generation such as solar and wind. It also wants to accelerate the development of renewable energy, as well as energy-saving technologies, such as electric and hybrid cars. China is the world's biggest emitter of carbon dioxide (CO2), followed by the United States. A report by the International Energy Agency (IEA) on Thursday said China spurred a jump in global CO2 emissions to their highest ever recorded level in 2011, offsetting falls in the United States and Europe. However, its CO2 emissions per unit of GDP, or its carbon intensity, fell by 15 percent between 2005 and 2011, the IEA said, suggesting the world's second-largest economy was finding less carbon-consuming ways to fuel growth. Longer term, China is targeting cuts to its 2020 greenhouse gas emissions by 40-45 percent compared with 2003 levels and aims to boost its use of renewable energy to 15 percent of overall energy consumption. Negotiators from over 180 nations are meeting in Bonn, Germany, until Friday to work towards getting a new global climate pact signed by 2015. The aim is to ensure ambitious emissions cuts are made after the Kyoto Protocol expires at the end of this year. 
China will make transition to renewables 

Martina, 11- 

(Michael, Reuters, “Now China to probe U.S. renewable energy support,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/11/25/us-china-usa-energy-idUSTRE7AO05I20111125) 

 (Reuters) - China on Friday announced an investigation into government policy and subsidy support for renewable energy, weeks after the United States decided to probe sales of Chinese-made solar panels. The announcement by the Commerce Ministry also comes after China's solar industry association said on Tuesday that Chinese solar companies may ask Beijing to launch an anti-dumping and subsidy probe into imports of U.S. polysilicon, the raw material used to make solar cells. 
Chinas coal consumption is unsustainable – they will make the transition to other forms of alternative energy 

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

 China is one of the world’s fastest growing countries in multiple aspects. China possesses enormous potential for the development of renewable energy. The government has recently set targets to be reached by 2010 and 2020 for installed generating capacity. The two main sources of renewable energy for China will be from hydropower and wind power. Hydropower (China accounts for 12% of world hydropower) is expected to reach a capacity of 190 GW by 2010 and 300 GW by 2020. Wind, the other large source of renewable energy, is expected to reach 10 GW by 2010 and 30 GW by 2020. Biomass is expected to reach a capacity of 5.5 GW by 2010 and 30 GW by 2020. Solar is expected to reach 300 MW by 2010 and 1.8 GW by 2020. These are reasonable goals for China, but there still remains more potential for the country. This potential is against a backdrop of significant need for renewables. In 2006, China became the world’s largest polluter passing the US, emitting 6,200 million tons of carbon dioxide. According to the Energy Information Agency (EIA), in 2004, China accounted for 17% of world total carbon dioxide emissions, with an expected increase to 40% of the world total between 2005 and 2030, if current energy trends continue. 
China will make the transition to renewable energy 
Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

In China’s 10th five-year plan, it mapped out goals to increase its installed capacity in several different sectors of renewable energy. Within this plan, they wanted to increase annual solar hot water heating to 11 million square meters, while also increasing production capacity of solar cells to a cumulative 53 MW. In the wind sector, it planned to increase installed capacity to 1.2 GW. It planned to increase bioenergy to supply 2 billion square meters of fuel. In order to achieve some of these goals in 2003, the government passed the Renewable Energy Promotion Law. Incentive policies in the law were structured to encourage development of renewable technologies while providing market opportunities for renewable energy companies in order to allow local governments, companies and individuals to both promote and utilize renewable energy24 . Overall, the 10th five year plan was successful in promoting renewable energy, with installed capacity increasing almost 25% during the time period. As of 2007, hydroelectric accounted for 20.7% of total renewable energy capacity, while nuclear accounted for 1.2% and geothermal/solar/wind/biomass contributed just 0.5%. Conventional thermal, primarily coal, remained the largest source of energy in China, contributing 77.6% of the installed capacity. There still remains an enormous potential of untapped renewable resources in the geothermal, solar, wind and biomass sectors. 
2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Hydropower 

China is trying to make the transition to hydropower

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

 China is a world leader in hydropower development, in terms of both project size  and generating capacity, with the world’s largest hydropower station along the Yangtze  River.  Hydropower remains the government’s top priority in developing renewable  energy, because the technology is well developed, and China is relatively experienced in the  area.  While China’s goal remains at 300 GW by 2020, the World Watch Institute projects  that China has a potential of 500 GW of generating capacity 
China will develop hydropower 

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

Hydropower China is a world leader in hydropower development, in terms of project size and capacity, with the world’s largest hydropower station located along the Yangtze River. In 2005, China had 117 GW of installed capacity with the above-mentioned goal of 300 GW by 2030. The Worldwatch Institute claims that China has a potential of 500 GW of hydropower capacity34 . Along with nuclear and wind, hydro seems to be the governments top priority for the country’s energy agenda because “the technology is mature, and China has relatively rich experience in this area, along with a fairly well developed domestic industry” 35 China’s powerful water resources lay mainly in the underdeveloped west with the largest demand for electricity situated along the coastal east. The majority of China’s waterpower resources lie in Sichuan, Tibet and Yunnan, where the Yangtze begins in Tibet and runs through Sichuan; the Pearl River begins in Yunnan36 . China currently has approximately 5 dams in operation with generating capacity ranging from 760 MW to 22.5 GW, most of them located in the Sichuan and Yunnan area. There are currently around 11 dams under construction, all with completion dates set before 202037 . China has done very well in tapping most of its major waterways for hydropower and has little capacity left to exploit. 

2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Hydroelectricity 

China will make the transition to hydro-electricity – they have the ability to do it 

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

 Hydro electricity is by far China’s largest supplier of renewable energy. In 2007, they had an installed capacity of 118 GW and generated 423 billion KwH25 . China has grown significantly in the amount of hydro electricity it produces, accounting for 14% of the world’s total hydro production. The Three Gorges Dam is now the largest hydropower station in the world with an 18.2 GW rating. According to the Energy Information Agency, in 2007 China had almost 430 billion kilowatt hours of hydropower generation and consumed the same amount, with an installed capacity of 128.5 GW. Studies estimate that China has an exploitable capacity of 500 million kilowatt hours, yet only has 25% of that actually installed26 . Two of the largest recent hydroelectric projects are the Three Gorges Dam located along the Yangtze River with a total generating capacity of 18.2 GW; the other is the along the Yellow River with a generating capacity of 15.8 GW27 

2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Wind Power

China is trying to make the transition to wind power

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

 Wind is expected to become China’s second largest source of renewable energy in China. Since the first wind farm project in 1990, China has seen considerable increase of installed generating capacity and is expected to double this capacity in 2009. While the current goal remains at 30 GW by 2020, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory of the Chinese Academy of Meteorological Sciences estimates that China has a potential of 235 GW of generating capacity on mainland China, with larger potential offshore. The largest wind resources potential lies in Inner Mongolia 

China will push wind-power development – solves jobs

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

Along with hydropower, wind power has a huge opportunity to become a leading source of renewable energy in China. The Chinese government has placed a significant emphasis on developing China’s wind market and its potential generating capacity, already increasing its predicted generating capacity for 2020 to 30 GW. From 4 MW of installed wind capacity in 1990 to 567 MW in 2003, China has seen a considerable increase in the amount of power that it is receiving from wind farms across the country38 . China currently has 12.2 GW of generating capacity and has claimed wind energy “as a key growth component in its economic stimulus package” with an expected doubling in capacity in 200939 
Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

China’s wind sector was able to grow rapidly because of government intervention. In 1999, the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) along with the Ministry of Science & Technology released an official statement that included a rule setting wind power pricing “at a level that would repay capital costs with interest plus a reasonable profit” 40 . This was incorporated into policy and market development along with tax incentives. In 2004, the NDRC initiated the “Wind Power Concession Project” with a 20year operational period with the aim “to reduce the in-grid wind power tariff by building large capacity wind farms and achieving economies of scale” 41 . By 2006, NDRC had approved the construction of 5 large wind farms, all of which require a minimum capacity of 100 megawatts 42 . Accordingly, the government hopes to create “incentives for companies to develop this renewable energy resource” 43 through this program. In 2006, when the Renewable Energy Law was put into effect, power grid companies were required to sign a “grid connection agreement with the wind power generating company and purchase the full amount of the wind power generated by it” 44 . While incentives have been put in place and the market size has significantly grown over the past couple years, coal still remain 33%-60% cheaper than wind power. Despite this fact the wind market continues to grow, and as it grows, the price of wind power is expected to decrease 45 

2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Solar Power

China is trying to make the transition to solar power

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

 China is also looking to develop solar power, though not as much emphasis seems to 

have been given to solar generation.  China is the world’s largest producer and exporter of 

photovoltaic (PV) solar cells.  As the largest producer of PV cells, it exported almost 95% of 

those cells to other countries, because the price remained too high to be competitive with 

other forms of energy within country.  As a result, the government has implemented 

subsidies to help defray the cost of solar power and plans to increase capacity to 1.8 GW by 

2020.  According to Professor Yin Zhiqiang, it is estimated that over 90% of China can 

support some form of solar power, mainly located in Western China.  Another part of solar 

power in China that is relatively large is solar thermal water heaters (SWH).  The market 

for SWH has exponentially grown over the past decade with an annual production of 13 

million square meters in 2004.   

2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Biofuel 

China will make the transition to biofuels – solves economic growth

Yuanyuan, 4/24- 
(Liu, Director of Operations and Co-Founder of Nanjing Shanglong Communications, “China Seeks to Develop Biofuels Industry Despite Production Difficulties,” http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/04/china-seeks-to-promote-development-of-biofuels-industry-despite-production-difficulties?cmpid=rss) 

BEIJING -- China seeks to promote the development of its biofuels industry through a series of supportive measures despite mass production difficulties. A spokesperson for the National Energy Bureau said that the Chinese government has set a goal of utilizing five million tons of ethanol fuel during the "12th Five-Year" period spanning 2011 to 2015, nearly double that set for the prior period (2006-2010). While biofuel technology is already becoming increasingly sophisticated across the country, a lack of raw materials is restricting large-scale commercial application. Biofuels are not only an alternative to petroleum but also a catalyst of economic growth. “The biofuels industry is an integrated system that can drive the development of a variety of other industries, including agriculture, chemicals, plastics, automotive, power generation, transportation and services while helping boost domestic demand, ” said Li Shizhong, deputy director at New Energy Research Center, Nuclear Research Institute, Tsinghua University. “Unlike other industries, biofuels help maintain social stability by addressing a number of agriculture-related issues, including increasing farmers’ income and creating jobs for millions of farmers.” 

China is trying to make the transition to biofuel

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

The last primary source of renewable energy in China is biomass. China has an extremely large rural population with a large resource of biomass for energy. There are approximately 4 billion tons of crop residue and wood fuels used for energy in rural areas. The government is making strides to develop and make more efficient use of biomass in rural areas, because the industry is already established. According the C.Z. Wu and several other scholars, biomass technology in China has a sizeable market potential in making use of biomass waste, and it is economically feasible. The development of biomass technology in the areas with the largest supply of biomass waste, the rural areas, will benefit those who need reliable and efficient electricity. The development of biomass in the rural areas is a win-win situation. 

2NC Uniqueness – Renewables – Nuclear 

China will make the transition to nuclear energy
Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

Like most other types of primary energy sources, nuclear power is beginning to increase in China. Mainland China has eleven nuclear plants in operation, seven under construction and ten more to start construction soon. The plants in operation are located in Daya Bay (2), near Hong Kong, Qishan (5), south of Shanghai, Lingao (2), and Tianwan (2) 28 . The conveniences of nuclear plants is that they can be located near populated areas, decreasing the amount of transportation needed to get energy from the source to where it is needed.  In 2007, the National Development and Reform Commission announced the target of nuclear generating capacity to reach 160 GW by 2030. China has increased its nuclear generating capacity in the past decade, but still remains only 2% of the worlds total generating capacity.   The eleventh five-year plan has fourteen proposed nuclear plants, the upcoming twelfth five-year plan expects to see some 16 provinces, regions and municipalities submit proposals for new nuclear power plants 29 . Some of the key points in China’s nuclear energy policy include: pressurized water reactors as the main, but not sole, type of reactors; nuclear fuel assemblies are fabricated and supplied locally; and maximizing domestic manufacturing of plants and equipment. 

2NC Uniqueness – Natural Gas

China will make the transition to natural gas domestically

Zhu, 6/7-

(Bloomberg, “China To Reform Gas Prices Gradually To Boost Use, Zhou Says,” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-06-07/china-to-reform-gas-prices-gradually-to-boost-use-zhou-says-1-.html) 

China will reform its natural-gas pricing mechanism gradually to ensure the fuel, which pollutes less than coal, remains affordable as the government encourages its use, the country’s biggest energy company said. “Promoting the use of gas is a national strategy, which requires appropriate pricing of the resource,” said Zhou Jiping, president of state-owned PetroChina Co. (857), the world’s third-largest company by market value. The government is studying the possibility of extending the trial of a new pricing method to cities beyond those in two southern provinces, he told reporters at the World Gas Conference in Kuala Lumpur today. Beijing-based PetroChina is losing money on sales of gas imported from Turkmenistan via the nation’s only cross-border gas pipeline, as the government caps domestic prices of the fuel to curb inflation. An oil-linked pricing mechanism was introduced in Guangdong and Guangxi provinces from December on a trial basis. China’s gas consumption will rise 8 percent annually to 350 billion cubic meters by 2020 and to 550 billion cubic meters by 2030, Zhou said in a speech at the conference. China National Petroleum Corp., PetroChina’s parent, expects to produce 120 billion cubic meters of gas domestically in 2015 and 150 billion cubic meters in 2020, he said. The country is also planning two new gas pipelines to transport the fuel from its resource-rich provinces in the west to commercial centers in the east, according to Zhou, who is also the president of the parent company. Shale Reserves China, estimated to hold the world’s biggest shale-gas resource, has 25.1 trillion cubic meters of recoverable reserves, Zhou said. PetroChina recently drilled shale-gas wells in Sichuan, which showed good prospects, he said. The country also holds 32 trillion cubic meters of conventional gas and 12 trillion cubic meters of tight gas, according to the PetroChina official. China’s shale-gas reserves have “great potential along with great challenges,” Zhou said. The nation’s deposits of gas trapped in sedimentary rocks are geologically more complex than those in the U.S., and techniques used in North America can’t be copied directly, he said. China is seeking to emulate the U.S., where a shale boom made it the world’s biggest gas producer and upended global energy markets. The U.S. pumped 96 billion cubic meters in 2009, overtaking Russia as the largest gas provider. Output surged to 142 billion cubic meters in 2010, causing prices to slump. “We need to develop our own applicable technology and approach,” Zhou said. 

Coal is unsustainable because of water for coal cooling – causes a transition to natural gas

Adelman, 6/8- 

(Jacob, Bloomberg, “China, India Lack Water For Coal Plant Plans, GE Director Says,” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-06-08/china-india-lack-water-for-coal-plant-plans-ge-director-says.html) 

China’s and India’s plans to build more coal-fired power plants to meet electricity needs aren’t feasible because of a lack of water needed to cool the plants, General Electric Co. (GE)’s global strategy director said. The two countries have not adequately considered the water needs of their proposed coal plants in their plans, Peter Evans, GE’s director of global strategy and planning, said yesterday at a seminar in Tokyo. “They have not introduced a water constraint on their model,” Evans said. “They assume the water is there. So my view is that they actually will not be able to build as many coal plants as the projections suggest.” China’s coal demand will increase 70 percent to 3.71 billion metric tons coal equivalent by 2035 from 2009, under the country’s energy policy, while India’s demand will increase 188 percent to 1.15 billion tons equivalent over that time, according to the International Energy Agency’s World Energy (MERENER) Outlook for 2011. “Tons of coal equivalent” is a unit used by the IEA to compensate for discrepancies in energy output among various types of coal. China’s water consumption for power generation is set to increase to 250 billion gallons (947 billion liters) a day in 2025 from 141 billion gallons in 2011, according to GE’s calculations. The 2025 figure is 167 times the total current daily water use of New York City, according to GE. China Demand GE, which produces gas-fired and wind-powered turbines, solar equipment and other projects that would benefit from a shift away from coal, was not immediately able to provide comparable water-use figures for India. India’s NTPC Ltd. (NTPC), Tata Power Co. (TPWR) and Reliance Infrastructure Ltd. (RELI) plan new coal plants in the South Asian country, according to a 2010 report by HSBC Finance Corp. and the World Resources institute that found 79 percent of India’s new power capacity was being built in areas of limited water availability. In China, coal-fired plants are planned by such companies as Shenhua Group Corp., which intends to build an 8-gigawatt generator in the southern province of Guanxi, the official Xinhua News Agency reported in December. Evans predicted that Chinese leaders would have to adopt less water-intensive power-generation strategies, such as a heavier reliance on wind farms and more expensive dry-cooled coal plants. Water constraints will also probably prompt China to use more natural gas than it is currently targeting, since gas-fired generators also use less water than coal-fired ones, Evans said. China’ natural gas demand is forecast to increase more than five-fold to 502 billion cubic meters in 2035 from 93 billion cubic meters under an IEA scenario where fossil fuel subsidies are cut, according to the 2011 World Energy Outlook. “It’s interesting when you think about a new constraint like water: ’What will it do to effect the system?’” Evans said. “I think it will add more gas and wind than many people are anticipating.” 

2NC Uniqueness – Coal Unsustainable

Chinese coal imports are capped and cannot domestically produce

Olson, 3/27-

(Erik, The Daily News Staff Writer, “Rising Chinese demand could mean coal export boom for West Coast,” http://tdn.com/news/local/rising-chinese-demand-could-mean-coal-export-boom-for-west/article_3d2d744c-7874-11e1-a248-0019bb2963f4.html#ixzz1ycvfMbe3) 

In a mere four years, China's booming economy has transformed the nation from net exporter of coal into a monster importer that can support multiple coal terminals proposed in the Pacific Northwest, industry analysts say. Last year, China imported 182 million metric tons of coal, surpassing Japan as the world's largest coal importer. That amount is more than the capacity of four existing coal terminals in Alaska and British Columbia and five proposed Pacific Northwest terminals combined — including one proposal in Longview and two near Clatskanie. China consumes about half of the coal burned annually worldwide, according to Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. And analysts don't expect a drop off any time soon. "Looking ... forward, I think people are underestimating the demand for energy that's going to be required for China," said Andy Roberts, a coal industry analyst for Annapolis, Md.-based Wood Mackenzie. China is expected to shape the Pacific Northwest coal export market for years to come. While a few factors could dent its demand for U.S. coal, the reality is clear: China — and other Asian nations — will be hungry for coal and could easily consume the coal shipped through the proposed Millennium Bulk Terminals export dock in Longview and two proposed terminals at Port Westward near Clatskanie. The Chinese government announced earlier this month that it plans to cap its coal production and demand at 3.9 billion metric tons in 2015 to reduce fossil-fuel emissions and encourage renewable energy generation. That's 100 million tons more than the nation used last year, according to Bloomberg News. Analysts question, however, whether China will be able to power its economy under those standards. "Coal is expected to be China's most dominant energy source in the foreseeable future," analyst Kevin Jianjun Tu wrote in a February paper about Chinese coal imports for the Carnegie Endowment. The question is where the coal will come from. Over the past five years, about half of all Chinese coals imports were from Australia and Indonesia. Both countries are planning to ramp up production for China, Tu said. However, Roberts said Indonesia needs to cap coal exports around 2020 because it will need more fuel for its own economy — at the same time Pacific Northwest coal export terminals are expected to go online, if approved by regulators. "If you look to the future, the (Chinese) demand grows beyond the ability of Australia and Indonesia to supply the coal. The question is when that is going to happen," Roberts said, adding that coal demand is expected to increase in a smaller scale in South Korea and other Asian countries. China is also expected to try to increase domestic production, but its internal rail system already struggles to bring coal from inland mines to the biggest power users on the coast, Tu said. Also, Chinese coal production tends to lag behind spikes in consumption, which leaves Chinese utilities scrambling to buy additional supply overseas to prevent power outages, Tu said.

Chinas coal is unsustainable – lack of water in coal plants 

Adelman, 6/8- 

(Jacob, Bloomberg, “China, India Lack Water For Coal Plant Plans, GE Director Says,” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-06-08/china-india-lack-water-for-coal-plant-plans-ge-director-says.html) 

 China’s and India’s plans to build more coal-fired power plants to meet electricity needs aren’t feasible because of a lack of water needed to cool the plants, General Electric Co. (GE)’s global strategy director said. The two countries have not adequately considered the water needs of their proposed coal plants in their plans, Peter Evans, GE’s director of global strategy and planning, said yesterday at a seminar in Tokyo. “They have not introduced a water constraint on their model,” Evans said. “They assume the water is there. So my view is that they actually will not be able to build as many coal plants as the projections suggest.” China’s coal demand will increase 70 percent to 3.71 billion metric tons coal equivalent by 2035 from 2009, under the country’s energy policy, while India’s demand will increase 188 percent to 1.15 billion tons equivalent over that time, according to the International Energy Agency’s World Energy (MERENER) Outlook for 2011. “Tons of coal equivalent” is a unit used by the IEA to compensate for discrepancies in energy output among various types of coal.
**Link**

2NC Links – Generic

Increased exports to China will stop the transition from renewables in the long-term
De Place, 9-

(Eric, Slightline Daily Staff Writer, “The Climate Impact of Coal Exports,” http://daily.sightline.org/2011/07/19/the-climate-impact-of-coal-exports/) 

One of the nation’s most respected resource economists, Dr. Thomas M. Power, just released a new white paper showing that coal exports to China will increase that country’s coal burning and pollution, and decrease investments in energy efficiency. In a nutshell, Power demonstrates that the planned coal export facilities in the Northwest would add to the supply of coal to China thereby pushing down the cost of burning it. And because China is highly cost sensitive, even relatively small changes in price could result in significant changes in coal burning. Furthermore, low coal prices in the near term will encourage long term investments in new coal burning facilities that would lock in decades of further demand for coal.
2NC Link – US Exports Decrease Coal Prices

US exporting coal drives down coal prices

Wong, 4/19- 

(Fayen, Reuters, “U.S. coal exports to China may double in 2012: Xcoal,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/19/us-coal-idUSBRE83I0AK20120419) 

 (Reuters) - U.S. coal exports to China could more than double to over 12 million tonnes in 2012 thanks to depressed freight rates and a fall in domestic demand in the United States, the chief of top U.S. coal exporter Xcoal Energy & Resources said. The expected increase in coal shipments could further push down coal prices in Asia where a supply glut following a deluge from the United States and Colombia has forced prices to slump recently. Australian Newcastle-grade coal has dropped $10 a tonne since end-February, the Indonesian coal reference price is down to its lowest in 16 months and South African coal has shed $5. "Exports to China could reach over 12 million tonnes this year based on the annualized numbers," Chief Executive Ernie Thrasher told Reuters in an interview on Wednesday. "We only have data for January and February now, but all anecdotal evidence so far suggests that there are no signs of that diminishing as the year goes on," he said. "I think there is enough demand in Asia to absorb enough U.S. cargoes to stem a decline in prices." 
Coal prices would drop if the US exports to Asia increased 
Deepak, 5/3-

(Kannan, “Thermal coal prices could fall further if US exports rise: analysts,” http://www.platts.com/RSSFeedDetailedNews/RSSFeed/Coal/8255814) 

Thermal coal prices could soften further if US exports to Asia strengthen, although resilient demand from Asia-Pacific's utility sector could partially offset this increased supply, analysts at Standard & Poor's said Thursday. Domestic coal demand in the US has weakened due to the availability of cheap shale gas there, which has in turn led to increased coal exports from the US to European and Asian markets, pressuring thermal coal prices.

2NC Link – China Renewable Transition

Low coal prices mean China doesn’t switch to renewables
Pope, 6/20-

(Carl, Renewable Energy World, “Cheap Coal Is Dead. Long Live Renewable Age (Part 1),” http://www.renewableenergyworld.com/rea/news/article/2012/06/cheap-coal-is-dead-long-live-renewable-age-part-1) 

Because as the cost of high-carbon electricity soars, the cost of low-carbon alternatives is plummeting. China’s wind industry is eager to provide power at prices ranging from 7 cents a kilowatt-hour to 13 cents, and India’s latest solar projects are bid at 15 cents. Costs of wind and solar continue to decline. The conventional wisdom is that, because wind and solar are intermittent sources, they can’t be used to power an entire economy. It’s true that it will take some time before renewables can compete with the $40-a-ton coal that Asia had been counting on. But as challenging as the low-carbon path to growth may be, coal markets are telling Asia it has no choice. High-carbon growth not only would cook the climate. It would also derail Asia’s economies. 
The link is reverse causal – expensive coal causes a transition to renewables 

Kraemer, 11-

(Susanne, Cleantechinca, “Coal Shortages Speed Up China’s Clean Power Plans,” http://cleantechnica.com/2011/08/30/coal-shortages-speed-up-chinas-clean-power-plans/) 

The Chinese government continues to expand its clean energy production plans, to replace increasingly expensive coal power that is shutting down coal plants and causing power shortages of at least 16 GW. China’s twelth five-year plan unveiled this week plans for 70 GW for wind, and 5 GW of solar by 2015. Unlike Europe, which is using Feed-in Tariffs to incentivize the addition of more green power to the nation’s grid, China is using competitive bidding to drive down the costs of the new renewable energy generation. This might be a mistake: FITs are a safer bet in the long run for newer more untried energy sources, as generators are paid only for actual production. China’s first CSP tender generated an average solar power price of CNY0.96 (US$15) per kWh. The price being offered for CSP solar is about double the price of its conventional coal power. Wind is also more expensive, but now increasingly competitive. A new development, peak coal, has shaken up the plan. Coal prices have risen 75% since 2007, while electricity prices have only been allowed to rise 15%. Shortages of Chinese coal as local mines are depleted are driving up prices for imports (US Coal Companies Reap Windfall From Australian Climate Catastrophe) and China’s coal power plants are now under real financial stress. Source: Clean Technica (http://s.tt/139ot) 
High coal prices stop China from consuming it 

Power, 12- 

(2-8, Thomas, “The Greenhouse Gas Impact of Exporting Coal from the West Coast,” http://www.sightline.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/02/Coal-Power-White-Paper.pdf) 

4. China Has Tremendous Potential to Reduce Dependence on Coal, but Coal Exports from the U.S. Will Reduce Incentives to Capture that Potential 4.1 Chinese Efforts to Improve the Energy Efficiency of the Economy 38 The Chinese government and the large state-owned enterprises that both produce, distribute, and use larger amounts of energy are well aware of the burden that high and rising energy costs can impose on the overall economy and the viability and success of individual enterprises. The energy policies embodied in the last several five-year plans have focused heavily on improving overall energy efficiency in order to effectively control energy costs. Like energy planners within government as well as within autonomous enterprises around the world, Chinese energy planners do not simply arbitrarily “make up” their energy efficiency targets. Rather they look at energy costs and the costs of implementing and operating different energy-using technologies and pursue the most cost-effective measures currently available. The value of the energy cost savings (along with potential environmental, health, and safety benefits) are weighted against the cost of the efficiency improvements. In that sense energy costs (including external social costs) drive the investment in efficiency. 

2NC China Get Coal from the US

Chinas coal exports will increase- they will come from the US

Plumer, 5/1-

(Brad, Ezra Kelins, Washington Post Staff Writer, “How the U.S. could influence China’s coal habits — with exports,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/can-the-united-states-influence-chinas-coal-habits/2012/05/01/gIQAgqUpuT_blog.html) 

 Still, as a recent and fascinating report (pdf) from the Carnegie Endowment explains, Chinese coal imports are likely to grow enormously in the coming years. For one, Chinese coal use has been growing at a rate of nearly 6 percent each year. And China’s domestic production can’t keep pace, thanks to railroad and shipping bottlenecks from mining centers in Shanxi, Shaanxi and Inner Mongolia provinces.

What’s more, the Carnegie report notes, the Chinese government is becoming increasingly sensitive to the ecological damage wrought by domestic coal mining — as well as to the growing number of protests over unsafe mining conditions. According to official statistics, 6,027 Chinese miners died in 2004, though the real number is probably higher. There are real costs to ramping up production in China.

As a result, China will likely try to import a growing share of its coal in the coming years. Much of that will likely come from Indonesia and Australia, since China’s import infrastructure is geared toward those two regions. But many analysts expect the United States to play an increasingly crucial role in coming years. (To date, the U.S. has been supplying China with just small amounts of coking coal, which is used for iron and steel production and which is less readily available in China.) 

AT: Exports Drive up Prices

No

Walsh, 5/31- 

(Bryan, Time Eco centric Magazine Writer, “Drawing Battle Lines Over American Coal Exports to Asia,” http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2012/05/31/drawing-battle-lines-over-american-coal-exports-to-asia/#ixzz1yk57HI8Q) 

Chinese demand for coal has been inelastic in recent years, meaning that prices—high or low—haven’t had much impact on how much coal China burns. That’s partly because the Chinese government exerts control over the energy market, says Richard Morse, director of coal- and carbon-market research at Stanford University, making the effect on emissions of cheaper coal from the U.S. “a complex question. And it’s not just about China,” he says. “You have to net out the global impacts against the U.S. impacts.”

AT: Prices Don’t Matter

No true, prices affect Chinese energy consumption 

Power, 12- 

(2-8, Thomas, “The Greenhouse Gas Impact of Exporting Coal from the West Coast,” http://www.sightline.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/02/Coal-Power-White-Paper.pdf) 

 However, both of these recent studies were tied to analysis of Chinese data and conditions before 2003 and were focused heavily on petroleum products over which the Chinese government has exerted fairly strict price controls. Given the changes that have taken place in Chinese energy policy over the last decade and our focus on coal, which has been partially exposed to market pricing for many years, the quotes above about the irrelevance of energy prices in China appear to be misleading assertions if applied to the second decade of the twenty-first century. 3.2 The Role of Energy Prices in the Chinese Economy As pointed out in the previous section, empirical studies of the consumption of coal and other energy sources in China have demonstrated that coal consumption is sensitive to the cost of coal. Also as pointed out above, analysis of the decline in the energy intensity of the Chinese economy during the 1990s estimated that over half of that improvement in energy productivity was a response to the increases in energy costs. As that latter study concluded: “In particular, rising energy prices and technology development activity are the principal determinants of gains in energy efficiency.” But that technology development may also be driven by energy prices: “Very preliminary results involving the interaction of technology development expenditure and energy prices suggest that rising energy prices may be motivating the innovation and deployment of energy-saving In addition, recent studies of the relationship between the prices of various energy products in China indicate that movements in energy prices demonstrate the correlations that one would expect if national and regional markets were coordinating the production and sale of those energy products. The study looked to see, for instance, whether gasoline and diesel prices moved together as well as coal and electric prices. In addition it looked to see if common prices emerged for each of these products within particular geographic areas, indicating that market exchanges were creating a uniform price. The analysis focused on the 1995-2005 time period and found that by 1997-1999 gasoline and diesel prices were moving together and that by 2002-2005 so were coal and electric prices. By the end of the period all four energy prices were behaving as if there were integrated energy markets in operation in China. 

Chinese coal consumption is predicated off of price

Power, 12- 

(2-8, Thomas, “The Greenhouse Gas Impact of Exporting Coal from the West Coast,” http://www.sightline.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2012/02/Coal-Power-White-Paper.pdf) 

Coal buyers in China also have indicated that coal prices affect their coal sources. Electric generation firms have to negotiate with coal producers over quantity and price wherever they operate in China. In addition, coal buyers in China’s major urban and industrial centers on China’s southeast coast, where much of the industrial manufacturing is located, have access to foreign sources of coal, e.g. Indonesia, Australia, and Vietnam. Coastal Chinese coal buyers can compare the cost of coal delivered from domestic sources in the north and west of China against the cost of delivered coal from available foreign sources. If rising market prices for domestic coal and the transportation costs to deliver it to the southeastern coast rise too high, coastal coal buyers can turn to foreign sources. That appears to be exactly what they did in 2009 and have continued to do through 2010. While foreign sources of coal were “out of the money” relative to domestic Chinese sources in 2008, by late 2009, Indonesian coal was as much as $40 per ton cheaper than delivered domestic Chinese coal. Australian coal, with a longer transportation path, was as much as $29 per ton cheaper. As a result, coal imports into China skyrocketed, and that continued into 2010. As one analysis of that surge in imports put it “We conclude China’s coal buying behavior follows the logic of a ‘cost minimizer’…” Chinese coal imports are simply tied to a comparison of the delivered cost of coal to these southern coastal cities from alternative sources of supply. 33 Even within a government planning framework where the government controls some prices, those administered prices can be designed to reflect costs and control demand. Electric prices have continued to be set by economic planners in China. But the pricing strategy often has been similar to what economists have urged in developed market economies. 
AT: China Makes it Domestically

China is looking to import coal and that is decreasing their access to coal 

a. Transportation bottleneck 

Tu, 12-

(Kevin Jianjun,  Senior associate in the Carnegie Energy and Climate 

Program, where he leads Carnegie’s work on China’s energy and climate policies, “Understanding China’s Rising Coal Imports,” http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/china_coal.pdf ) 

The majority of China’s coal resources are located in the western and northern inland provinces. The two provinces of Shanxi and Shaanxi and the autonomous region of Inner Mongolia alone account for nearly 70 percent of China’s proven coal reserves and more than half of national coal output. 8 In contrast, many major coal-consuming centers are located along China’s heavily populated eastern and southern coastline, where less than 5 percent of China’s proven coal reserves are located but nearly 40 percent of national coal consumption was reported in 2010. 9 This unbalanced coal resource distribution and consumption pattern means that coal must be transported long distances via railways, roads, or waterways (both inland river and coastal marine transport) from the west to the east and from the north to the south. Integrated railway and coastal marine shipping is the most important mode of coal transport in China. But China lacks dedicated southbound rail lines, which means that coal from the northern and western provinces destined for consumption in the south needs to be first moved eastward to seaports around the Bohai Bay in northeast China. From there it is shipped to major coal ports of discharge along China’s southeastern coastline. Due to the particular nature of the Chinese economy—the gradual shift from a planned economy to an increasingly market-oriented one, and a decade-long tight supply and demand balance of coal in the domestic market—it can be assumed that coal transportation infrastructure in China is usually operated at close to full capacity. This implies that the rapid growth of coal throughput in recent decades is primarily driven by the expansion of infrastructure capacity, rather than by an improvement in the efficiency and utilization rates of railways or seaports. Since 1980, national coal production in China has grown at an annual rate of 5.7 percent, reaching 3,235 Mt in 2010. During the same period, the growth in the total amount of coal transported by rail corresponded to an annual increase of 4.6 percent. In contrast, after a stagnation in the 1980s and early 1990s, coal throughput (both incoming and outgoing) handled by major Chinese coastal ports increased from 91 Mt in 1995 to 1,163 Mt in 2010, the equivalent of an annual growth rate of 19 percent. 10 In other words, while the capacity expansion of seaports seems to have proceeded at a rate faster than national coal production, Chinese railways encountered great difficulty in keeping pace with the country’s burgeoning coal mining industry. Not surprisingly, measured as a percentage of national coal output, coal transported by rail has declined from 69 percent in 1980 to less than 50 percent in recent years. In comparison, coal throughput handled by major coastal ports has increased from nil in 1980 to 36 percent of national coal output (figure 3). Thus, compared to the bottlenecked railway infrastructure, the increasingly less capacity congested coastal ports in China have been able to handle not only higher percentages of national coal output but also a sizable amount of coal imports in recent years. One of the reasons for the sharp contrast in capacity expansion lies in the organizational structure of railways and ports. Since China’s Ministry of Railways is both the regulator and the monopoly operator of China’s national railway network, a lack of competition has led to insufficient investment in coal rail lines thus far. China’s coastal port sector on the other hand was opened up to competition in the 1990s, which resulted in increased investment in port facilities and led to a seaport building boom. The capacity expansion of major coal ports of discharge in the southeastern provinces allows consumers there to choose between domestic coal from northern ports and overseas coal from the international market. Coal imported from overseas suppliers can help Chinese buyers ensure a stable supply of coal especially during the peak demand season. Chinese consumers along the southeastern coastline may therefore prefer coal imports for the purpose of supply stability. From the perspective of the Chinese government, rising coal imports might be encouraged as a way to ease China’s deteriorating transportation bottlenecks. Otherwise, costly investment would be required to build more dedicated coal rail lines and port facilities in northern China. 
b. Safety 
Tu, 12-

(Kevin Jianjun,  Senior associate in the Carnegie Energy and Climate 

Program, where he leads Carnegie’s work on China’s energy and climate policies, “Understanding China’s Rising Coal Imports,” http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/china_coal.pdf ) 

 The environment could also play a part in China’s coal-importing decisions. Importing coal from overseas markets might enable the Chinese central government to close down many small and inefficient mines and prevent similar mines from being opened up, thereby protecting local environments. Still, no matter where coal is mined, the process often has detrimental environmental effects on the host country. Evaluating this local impact against global environmental challenges and preventing a mere shifting of local environmental burdens from China to other coal-producing countries requires closer collaboration between China and its major coal trading partners. 

**Impact

2NC Warming Impact

Warming is an existential threat

Mazo 10 – PhD in Paleoclimatology from UCLA

Jeffrey Mazo, Managing Editor, Survival and Research Fellow for Environmental Security and Science Policy at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London, 3-2010, “Climate Conflict: How global warming threatens security and what to do about it,” pg. 122

The best estimates for global warming to the end of the century range from 2.5-4.~C above pre-industrial levels, depending on the scenario. Even in the best-case scenario, the low end of the likely range is 1.goC, and in the worst 'business as usual' projections, which actual emissions have been matching, the range of likely warming runs from 3.1--7.1°C. Even keeping emissions at constant 2000 levels (which have already been exceeded), global temperature would still be expected to reach 1.2°C (O'9""1.5°C)above pre-industrial levels by the end of the century." Without early and severe reductions in emissions, the effects of climate change in the second half of the twenty-first century are likely to be catastrophic for the stability and security of countries in the developing world - not to mention the associated human tragedy. Climate change could even undermine the strength and stability of emerging and advanced economies, beyond the knock-on effects on security of widespread state failure and collapse in developing countries.' And although they have been condemned as melodramatic and alarmist, many informed observers believe that unmitigated climate change beyond the end of the century could pose an existential threat to civilisation." What is certain is that there is no precedent in human experience for such rapid change or such climatic conditions, and even in the best case adaptation to these extremes would mean profound social, cultural and political changes.
Turns case – Every conflict is inevitable with warming

Schwartz and Randall 3 (Peter, Chair – Global Business Network, and Doug, Co-Head – Global Business Network’s Consulting Practice, “An Abrupt Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for United States National Security”, October, http://www.mindfully.org/Air/2003/Pentagon-Climate-Change1oct03.htm)

The two most likely reactions to a sudden drop in carrying capacity due to climate change are defensive and offensive. The United States and Australia are likely to build defensive fortresses around their countries because they have the resources and reserves to achieve self-sufficiency. With diverse growing climates, wealth, technology, and abundant resources, the United States could likely survive shortened growing cycles and harsh weather conditions without catastrophic losses. Borders will be strengthened around the country to hold back unwanted starving immigrants from the Caribbean islands (an especially severe problem), Mexico, and South America. Energy supply will beshored up through expensive (economically, politically, and morally) alternatives such as nuclear, renewables, hydrogen, and Middle Eastern contracts. Pesky skirmishes over fishing rights, agricultural support, and disaster relief will be commonplace. Tension between the U.S. and Mexico rise as the U.S. reneges on the 1944 treaty that guarantees water flow from the Colorado River. Relief workers will be commissioned to respond to flooding along the southern part of the east coast and much drier conditions inland. Yet, even in this continuous state of emergency the U.S. will be positioned well compared to others. The intractable problem facing the nation will be calming the mounting military tension around the world. As famine, disease, and weather-related disasters strike due to the abrupt climate change, many countries’ needs will exceed their carrying capacity. This will create a sense of desperation, which is likely to lead to offensive aggression in order to reclaim balance. Imagine eastern European countries, struggling to feed their populations with a falling supply of food, water, and energy, eyeing Russia, whose population is already in decline, for access to its grain, minerals, and energy supply. Or, picture Japan, suffering from flooding along its coastal cities and contamination of its fresh water supply, eying Russia’s Sakhalin Island oil and gas reserves as an energy source to power desalination plants and energy-intensive agricultural processes. Envision Pakistan, India, and China – all armed with nuclear weapons – skirmishing at their borders over refugees, access to shared rivers, and arable land. Spanish and Portuguese fishermen might fight over fishing rights – leading to conflicts at sea. And, countries including the United States would be likely to better secure their borders. With over 200 river basins touching multiple nations, we can expect conflict over access to water for drinking, irrigation, and transportation. The Danube touches twelve nations, the Nile runs though nine, and the Amazon runs through seven.In this scenario, we can expect alliances of convenience. The United States and Canada may become one, simplifying border controls. Or, Canada might keep its hydropower—causing energy problems in the US. North and South Korea may align to create one technically savvy and nuclear-armed entity. Europe may act as a unified block – curbing immigration problems between European nations – and allowing for protection against aggressors. Russia, with its abundant minerals, oil, and natural gas may join Europe. In this world of warring states, nuclear arms proliferation is inevitable. As cooling drives up demand, existing hydrocarbon supplies are stretched thin. With a scarcity of energy supply – and a growing need for access -- nuclear energy will become a critical source of power, and this will accelerate nuclear proliferation as countries develop enrichment and reprocessing capabilities to ensure their national security. China, India, Pakistan, Japan, South Korea, Great Britain, France, and Germany will all have nuclear weapons capability, as will Israel, Iran, Egypt, and North Korea. Managing the military and political tension, occasional skirmishes, and threat of war will be a challenge. Countries such as Japan, that have a great deal of social cohesion (meaning the government is able to effectively engage its population in changing behavior) are most likely to fair well. Countries whose diversity already produces conflict, such as India, South Africa and Indonesia, will have trouble maintaining order. Adaptability and access to resources will be key. Perhaps the most frustrating challenge abrupt climate change will pose is that we’ll never know how far we are into the climate change scenario and how many more years – 10, 100, 1000 --- remain before some kind of return to warmer conditions as the thermohaline circulation starts up again. When carrying capacity drops suddenly, civilization is faced with new challenges that today seem unimaginable.

Warming outweighs nuclear war

NYT, 6 (The New York End Times 2006 (The New York End Times is a non-partisan, non-religious, non-ideological, free news filter. We monitor world trends and events as they pertain to two vital  threats - war and extinction. We use a proprietary methodology to quantify movements between the extremes of war and peace, harmony and extinction.  http://newyorkendtimes.com/extinctionscale.asp) 

We rate Global Climate Change as a greater threat for human extinction in this century. Most scientists  forecast disruptions and dislocations, if current trends persist. The extinction danger is more likely if we alter an  environmental process that causes harmful effects and leads to conditions that make the planet  uninhabitable to humans. Considering that there is so much that is unknown about global systems, we consider climate change to be the greatest danger to human extinction. However, there is no evidence of imminent danger.  Nuclear war at some point in this century might happen. It is unlikely to cause human extinction though. While several countries have nuclear weapons, there are few with the firepower to annihilate the world. For those nations it would be suicidal to exercise that option. The pattern is that the more destructive technology a nation has, the more it tends towards rational behavior. Sophisticated precision weapons then become better tactical options. The bigger danger comes from nuclear weapons in the hands of terrorists with the help of a rogue state, such as North Korea. The size of such an explosion would not be sufficient to threaten humanity as a whole. Instead it could trigger a major war or even world war. Under this scenario human extinction would only be possible if other threats were present, such as disease and climate change. We monitor war separately. However we also need to incorporate the dangers here.  
2NC Warming Real

Warming is real, anthropogenic, and happening now. 
Braganza 6/14/11 (Karl, Manager, Climate Monitor at the Bureau of Meteorology in Australia, The Bureau presently operates under the authority of the Meteorology Act 1955, which requires it to report on the state of the atmosphere and oceans in support of Australia's social, economic, cultural and environmental goals. His salary is not funded from any external sources or dependent on specially funded government climate change projects. Karl Braganza does not consult to, own shares in or receive funding from any company or organisation that would benefit from this article, and has no relevant affiliations “The greenhouse effect is real: here’s why

,” http://theconversation.edu.au/the-greenhouse-effect-is-real-heres-why-1515, AM)

In public discussions of climate change, the full range and weight of evidence underpinning the current science can be difficult to find. A good example of this is the role of observations of the climate system over the past one hundred years or more. In the current public discourse, the focus has been mostly on changes in global mean temperature. It would be easy to form the opinion that everything we know about climate change is based upon the observed rise in global temperatures and observed increase in carbon dioxide emissions since the industrial revolution. In other words, one could have the mistaken impression that the entirety of climate science is based upon a single correlation study. In reality, the correlation between global mean temperature and carbon dioxide over the 20th century forms an important, but very small part of the evidence for a human role in climate change. Our assessment of the future risk from the continued build up of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere is even less informed by 20th century changes in global mean temperature. For example, our understanding of the greenhouse effect – the link between greenhouse gas concentrations and global surface air temperature – is based primarily on our fundamental understanding of mathematics, physics, astronomy and chemistry. Much of this science is textbook material that is at least a century old and does not rely on the recent climate record. For example, it is a scientific fact that Venus, the planet most similar to Earth in our solar system, experiences surface temperatures of nearly 500 degrees Celsius due to its atmosphere being heavily laden with greenhouse gases. Back on Earth, that fundamental understanding of the physics of radiation, combined with our understanding of climate change from the geological record, clearly demonstrates that increasing greenhouse gas concentrations will inevitably drive global warming. The observations we have taken since the start of 20th century have confirmed our fundamental understanding of the climate system. While the climate system is very complex, observations have shown that our formulation of the physics of the atmosphere and oceans is largely correct, and ever improving. Most importantly, the observations have confirmed that human activities, in particular a 40% increase in atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations since the late 19th century, have had a discernible and significant impact on the climate system already. In the field known as detection and attribution of climate change, scientists use indicators known as of climate change. These fingerprints show the entire climate system has changed in ways that are consistent with increasing greenhouse gases and an enhanced greenhouse effect. They also show that recent, long term changes are inconsistent with a range of natural causes. A warming world is obviously the most profound piece of evidence. Here in Australia, the decade ending in 2010 has easily been the warmest since record keeping began, and continues a trend of each decade being warmer than the previous, that extends back 70 years. Globally, significant warming and other changes have been observed across a range of different indicators and through a number of different recording instruments, and a consistent picture has now emerged. Scientists have observed increases in continental temperatures and increases in the temperature of the lower atmosphere. In the oceans, we have seen increases in sea-surface temperatures as well as increases in deep-ocean heat content. That increased heat has expanded the volume of the oceans and has been recorded as a rise in sea-level. Scientists have also observed decreases in sea-ice, a general retreat of glaciers and decreases in snow cover. Changes in atmospheric pressure and rainfall have also occurred in patterns that we would expect due to increased greenhouse gases. There is also emerging evidence that some, though not all, types of extreme weather have become more frequent around the planet. These changes are again consistent with our expectations for increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide. Patterns of temperature change that are uniquely associated with the enhanced greenhouse effect, and which have been observed in the real world include: greater warming in polar regions than tropical regions greater warming over the continents than the oceans greater warming of night time temperatures than daytime temperatures greater warming in winter compared with summer a pattern of cooling in the high atmosphere (stratosphere) with simultaneous warming in the lower atmosphere (troposphere). By way of brief explanation, if the warming over the 20th century were due to some deep ocean process, we would not expect to see continents warming more rapidly than the oceans, or the oceans warming from the top down. For increases in solar radiation, we would expect to see warming of the stratosphere rather than the observed cooling trend. Similarly, greater global warming at night and during winter is more typical of increased greenhouse gases, rather than an increase in solar radiation. There is a range of other observations that show the enhanced greenhouse effect is real. The additional carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has been identified through its isotopic signature as being fossil fuel in origin. The increased carbon dioxide absorbed by the oceans is being recorded as a measured decrease in ocean alkalinity. Satellite measurements of outgoing long-wave radiation from the planet reveal increased absorption of energy in the spectral bands corresponding to carbon dioxide, exactly as expected from fundamental physics. It is important to remember that the enhanced greenhouse effect is not the only factor acting on the climate system. In the short term, the influence of greenhouse gases can be obscured by other competing forces. These include other anthropogenic factors such as increased industrial aerosols and ozone depletion, as well as natural changes in solar radiation and volcanic aerosols, and the cycle of El Niño and La Niña events. By choosing a range of indicators, by averaging over decades rather than years, and by looking at the pattern of change through the entire climate system, scientists are able to clearly discern the fingerprint of human-induced change. The climate of Earth is now a closely monitored thing; from instruments in space, in the deep ocean, in the atmosphere and across the surface of both land and sea. It’s now practically certain that increasing greenhouse gases have already warmed the climate system. That continued rapid increases in greenhouse gases will cause rapid future warming is irrefutable
2NC CCP Instability 

Pollution causes CCP instability 
Nankivell, 5-

(Jamestown Foundation, “China’s Pollution and its Threat to Domestic and Regional Stability,” http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=3904) 

As the impact of pollution on human health becomes more obvious and widespread, it is leading to greater political mobilization and social unrest from those citizens who suffer the most. The latest statement from the October 2005 Central Committee meeting in Shanghai illustrates Beijing’s increasing concern regarding the correlation between unrest and pollution issues. There were more than 74,000 incidents of protest and unrest recorded in China in 2004, up from 58,000 the year before (Asia Times, November 16, 2004). While there are no clear statistics linking this number of protests, riots, and unrest specifically to pollution issues, the fact that pollution was one of four social problems linked to disharmony by the Central Committee implies that there is at least the perception of a strong correlation. For the CCP and neighboring states, social unrest must be viewed as a primary security concern for three reasons: it is creating greater political mobilization, it threatens to forge linkages with democracy movements, and demonstrations are proving more difficult to contain. These three factors have the potential to challenge the CCP’s total political control, thus potentially destabilizing a state with a huge military arsenal and a history of violent, internal conflict that cannot be downplayed or ignored. Protests are uniting a variety of actors throughout local communities. Pollution issues are indiscriminate. The effects, though not equally felt by each person within a community, impact rich and poor, farmers and businessmen, families and individuals alike. As local communities respond to pollution issues through united opposition, it is leaving Beijing with no easy target upon which to blame unrest, and no simple option for how to quell whole communities with a common grievance. Moreover, protests serve as a venue for the politically disaffected who are unhappy with the current state of governance, and may be open to considering alternative forms of political rule. Environmental experts like Elizabeth Economy note that protests afford an opportunity for the environmental movement to forge linkages with democracy advocates. She notes in her book, The River Runs Black, that several environmentalists argue that change is only possible through greater democratization and notes that the environmental and democracy movements united in Eastern Europe prior to the end of the Cold War. It is conceivable that in this way, environmentally-motivated protests might help to spread democracy and undermine CCP rule. A further key challenge is trying to contain protests once they begin. The steady introduction of new media like cell phones, email, and text messaging are preventing China’s authorities from silencing and hiding unrest. Moreover, the ability to send and receive information ensures that domestic and international observers will be made aware of unrest, making it far more difficult for local authorities to employ state-sanctioned force. The security ramifications of greater social unrest cannot be overlooked. Linkages between environmental and democracy advocates potentially challenge the Party’s monolithic control of power. In the past, similar challenges by Falun Gong and the Tiananmen protestors have been met by force and detainment. In an extreme situation, such as national water shortages, social unrest could generate widespread, coordinated action and political mobilization that would serve as a midwife to anti-CCP political challenges, create divisions within the Party over how to deal with the environment, or lead to a massive show of force. Any of these outcomes would mark an erosion or alteration to the CCP’s current power dynamic. And while many would treat political change in China, especially the implosion of the Party, as a welcome development, it must be noted that any slippage of the Party’s dominance would most likely be accompanied by a period of transitional violence. Though most violence would be directed toward dissident Chinese, a ripple effect would be felt in neighboring states through immigration, impediments to trade, and an increased military presence along the Chinese border. All of these situations would alter security assumptions in the region. 
CCP instability threatens nuclear war

Yee 2 — Professor of Politics and International Relations at the Hong Kong Baptist University and Storey, Lecturer in Defence Studies at Deakin University, (Herbert Yee, Professor of Politics and International Relations at the Hong Kong Baptist University and Ian Storey, Lecturer in Defence Studies at Deakin University, 2002, “The China Threat: Perceptions, Myths and Reality,” p5)

The fourth factor contributing to the perception of a China threat is the fear of political and economic collapse in the PRC, resulting in territorial fragmentation, civil war and waves of refugees pouring into neighbouring countries. Naturally, any or all of these scenarios would have a profoundly negative impact on regional stability. Today the Chinese leadership faces a raft of internal problems, including the increasing political demands of its citizens, a growing population, a shortage of natural resources and a deterioration in the natural environment caused by rapid industrialisation and pollution. These problems are putting a strain on the central government's ability to govern effectively. Political disintegration or a Chinese civil war might result in millions of Chinese refugees seeking asylum in neighbouring countries. Such an unprecedented exodus of refugees from a collapsed PRC would no doubt put a severe strain on the limited resources of China's neighbours. A fragmented China could also result in another nightmare scenario - nuclear weapons falling into the hands of irresponsible local provincial leaders or warlords.2 From this perspective, a disintegrating China would also pose a threat to its neighbours and the world.
CCP instability causes Taiwan lashout

Szonyi 2k (Michael Szonyi is a professor of History at the University of Toronto and a recognized international authority on Asia, “Commentary No. 79: Canadian Security Intelligence Service Publication” http://www.csis.gc.ca/pblctns/cmmntr/cm79-eng.asp) 

The political implications of the problems anticipated for the next stage of reform are significant. The most important political support of the CCP has always been farmers and industrial workers, precisely the two groups which stand to lose the most. Under Deng Xiaoping's leadership, the CCP abandoned collectivism and egalitarianism as the basis of regime legitimacy, substituting rapid economic development and rising income for all. But the former is proving difficult to sustain, and in any case it is no longer obvious that it leads to the latter. The regime's greatest fear must be the bottom-up challenge of endemic and accelerating pattern of urban and rural mass protest. Over 100 000 mass demonstrations were reported to the government in 1999; the real number is surely many times higher. Various types of grievances send people to the streets in China today. In the cities, the most important include the closure of bankrupt state-owned enterprises and resulting layoffs; unpaid wages, privatization of housing which involves eviction from public housing and levels of compensation inadequate for purchase of a private home, and other erosions of social welfare. In May, students at Beijing University, long a touchstone for the national sentiments, demonstrated against the unsafe campus environment after the rape and murder of a fellow student. In rural areas, people demonstrate and riot against excessive taxation, government failures to pay for procured products, land disputes, corruption and embezzlement by local officials, and manipulation of village elections. Rural and urban residents protesting against government closures of investment funds for illegal activity have been particularly outspoken because they believed that the state actively promoted and guaranteed the investment funds. Over one hundred mass demonstrations related to investment funds are said to have occurred in the upper Yangtze city of Chongqing alone. Three aspects of the demonstrations are noteworthy. First, they are occurring throughout China, in both rich and poor areas, because there are dissatisfied people everywhere. In a single week of January 2000, there were reports of anti-government protests in Guangdong's Zhongshan county, close to Hong Kong and one of China's richest counties, and in impoverished Shanxi in the north.(10) Second, the scale of the protests is large and growing. In the northern province of Liaoning, over twenty thousand miners demonstrated in February 2000 against inadequate payoffs when their bankrupt mine shut down. In May, five thousand steelworkers demonstrated, also in Liaoning. Media reports suggest the People's Liberation Army is increasingly being called upon to restore order. Rural protests are also growing in scale. In January 1999, over five thousand villagers near the Hunan capital of Changsha were dispersed by police after gathering to demonstrate against taxes and corruption.(11) Third, despite their size and intensity, the demonstrations are narrowly focused on specific economic grievances, and there is no coordination or organization linking separate protests. Thus, popular expressions of dissatisfaction will probably not become regime-threatening in the period 2001-2006. They would become much more worrying if their demands broadened to include political change, if a coordinating organization emerged, or if they become serious enough that the leadership feels compelled to distract popular feeling by manipulating nationalism, perhaps through aggressive action against Taiwan, discussed below.
Global nuclear war.

Hunkovic 9  (American Military University [Lee J, 2009, “The Chinese-Taiwanese Conflict 
Possible Futures of a Confrontation between China, Taiwan and the United States of America”, http://www.lamp-method.org/eCommons/Hunkovic.pdf)

A war between China, Taiwan and the United States has the potential to escalate into a nuclear conflict and a third world war, therefore, many countries other than the primary actors could be affected by such a conflict, including Japan, both Koreas, Russia, Australia, India and Great Britain, if they were drawn into the war, as well as all other countries in the world that participate in the global economy, in which the United States and China are the two most dominant members. If China were able to successfully annex Taiwan, the possibility exists that they could then plan to attack Japan and begin a policy of aggressive expansionism in East and Southeast Asia, as well as the Pacific and even into India, which could in turn create an international standoff and deployment of military forces to contain the threat. In any case, if China and the United States engage in a full-scale conflict, there are few countries in the world that will not be economically and/or militarily affected by it. However, China, Taiwan and United States are the primary actors in this scenario, whose actions will determine its eventual outcome, therefore, other countries will not be considered in this study
AT: Alt Causes to Pollution 

Coal accounts for over 80% of Chinas emission

Watts, 10- 

(Jonathan, Foreign Policy Writer, “China's Coal Addiction,” http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/12/02/china_s_addiction_to_coal) 

 Coal is compressed history, buried death. Geologists estimate the seams of anthracite and bituminous coal in northern China, for instance, were formed from the Jurassic period onward. Within them are the remains of ferns, trees, mosses, and other life-forms from millions of years ago. Although long extinguished on the surface world, they still possess form and energy. Consider coal with a superstitious eye, and foul air might seem a curse suffered for disinterring preancient life. Described with a little poetic license, global warming is a planetary fever caused by burning too much of our past. 

 China recently overtook the United States as the world's biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, largely because it is so dependent on this fossil fuel. For each unit of energy, coal produces 80 percent more carbon dioxide than natural gas and 20 percent more than oil. This does not even include methane released from mines, for which China accounts for almost half the global total, or spontaneous combustion of coal seams, which release 100 megatons of energy from coal each year. China's economy is utterly dependent on coal. It provides 69.5 percent of the country's energy, a greater degree of reliance than that of any other major country. Cheap coal generates electricity for Beijing, Shanghai, and Chongqing, fires the steel mills of Huaxi, powers the production lines of Guangdong, and allows consumers in the West to buy Chinese goods at knockdown prices. No other fuel has such an impact on the environment, both local and global. 

2NC China Coal Causes Warming

Coal use increase CO2 emissions – transition to renewables solves

Macalister, 6/13-

(Terry, “Coal's resurgence undermines fight against global warming,” http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/jun/13/coal-resurgence-global-warming) 

Coal has carved itself a 30% share of the global energy market - its highest level in over 40 years - undermining attempts by governments to reduce their carbon emissions, new figures show. China and India both increased their use of carbon-heavy coal by over 9% but Europe, where political consensus against global warming is strongest, also saw a 4% increase, according to the BP Statistical Review of World Energy. Christof Ruhl, BP's chief economist presenting the figures in London on Wednesday said industrialisation of developing countries and cheap prices were driving coal demand which had "profound implications" for CO2 output. The increased use of coal and a continued heavy use of other fossil fuels such as oil and gas led to a 3% increase in world carbon emissions from energy in 2011, a lower rate than in 2010, the statistics show. Ruhl said concerns about climate change seemed to have been parked to one side as a "sense of frustration" had set in over the difficulties of finding a quick and easy solution to global warming. He believed a fast move away from coal to gas would help reduce CO2 emissions fast but he questioned whether the current system of subsidising renewable power would lead to the kind of technology breakthroughs needed. 

2NC China Emissions Key 

China is the number one emitter in the world 

Hays, 12-

(Jeff, Facts and Details, “GLOBAL WARMING IN CHINA,” http://factsanddetails.com/china.php?itemid=393&catid=10&subcatid=66) 

China is the largest producer of greenhouse gases and the largest emitter of carbon dioxide. It was not supposed to overtake the United States as the world’s leading producer of greenhouse gases until 2020 but a study by a Dutch government-funded group released in June 2007 determined that China was already the world’s No. 1 emitter of carbon dioxide then. It surpassed the United States in 2006 when it produced 7.5 percent more of these gasses than the United States compared to 2 percent less in 2005. In August 2008, Germany’s IWR Institute concluded that China’s carbon dioxide emissions in 2008 were 6.8 million tons—the most of any nation and 178 percent higher than the 1990 level. The United States and China together account for 40 percent of the world's greenhouse gases  most of which is derived from coal.  China produces about 23 percent of the world’s carbon dioxide, compared to 21 percent from the United States. China produced 6.23 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide in 2006, compared to 5.8 billion metric tons of the United States. The increase was attributed mostly to increased coal consumption and cement production.  Per capita carbon emissions are 4.03 tons for each Chinese compared to 21.75 tons per American and 1.12 tons in India. China’s emissions from transportation and household waste and aviation are relatively low while emissions from power generation are among the highest in the world. The Chinese industry is relatively inefficient in its energy usage. Inner Mongolia has highest per capita carbon dioxide emissions in China. This is the product of it being the number one region for coal production in China and having a low population density. While China’s carbon emission average is just a fifth of that of the United States, in this area the 16 tons per person per year are almost twice the level in the U.K. [Source: Jonathan Watts, The Guardian, November 15, 2009]  Greenhouse gas emissions in China are growing very rapidly. Emissions increased by 56 percent between 1992 and 2002, when it released 3.3 billion tons of carbon dioxide. Since 2002 emissions have almost doubled again. In 2004, China produced 4.7 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions for 17.4 percent of the world output, compared to 5.9 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions for 21.9 percent of the world output for the United States, 1.7 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions for 6.2 percent of the world output for Russia and 1.3 billion metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions for 4.7 percent of the world output for Japan.  By 2025 the emission levels in China are expected to double or triple, equaling increase in the entire industrialized world. Already emission increases in China cancelled the progress made in other countries by reducing emissions in accordance with the Kyoto protocol.  Greenhouse gas emissions are increasing, due mainly to increase in coal use to fuel China’s industrial and economic boom. New power plants are being built, more coal is being burned, sales of cars, refrigerators and air conditioners are soaring. All of these things produce more carbon dioxide and other gases. According to a 2007 survey by the Center of Global Development the China power sector alone releases 2.68 billion tons of carbon dioxide, compared to 2.79 billion released by the United States and 400 million tons in Japan. 

2NC China Modeled 

The world community would Chinas model for renewable energy 

Meisen and Hawkins, 9-

(**Peter, President, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI) and **Steffanie, Research Associate, Global Energy Network Institute (GENI), “Renewable Energy Potential of China: Making the Transition from Coal-Fired Generation,” http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/research/renewable-energy-potential-in-china/Renewable%20Energy%20Potential%20in%20China.pdf) 

China has a huge potential in several different sectors of renewable energy. Its large potential lies in the already well-established hydropower industry. Enormous untapped potential also exists in wind, solar, and biomass. The Chinese government needs to stop bringing coal-fired plants online, begin phasing out old coal-fired power plants and accelerate the development more clean sources of energy. The Chinese government is making great progress and is beginning to see the importance in this, yet huge unexploited renewable potential remains. Instead of following the rest of the world, the Chinese government possesses clean power resources where it can step up and lead the rest of the world in the development of renewable energy. Instead of letting the rest of the world criticize China for its lack of environmental responsibility, the Chinese government can make changes now and the rest of the world community can honor and emulate China’s environmental responsibility. 

2NC China Economy

Chinese investment in clean technology is key to their economy

TCG, 12- 

(June, 2012, The Climate Group, “China’s clean revolution: an open door for international cooperation? The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and The Climate Group,” http://www.greendrinkschina.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/The-Climate-Group-China-research-media-briefing_120612.pdf) 

China needs to place clean technology investment at the heart of its economic growth plans. The country is currently at the cusp of driving a new global ‘clean’ industrial revolution that will meet growing population and consumer growth sustainably and improve China’s international standing. Failure to invest in the low carbon economy risks slowing the pace of economic growth. China and the international community should work more closely together to drive a ‘low carbon revolution’ which will help tackle the global financial crisis by creating millions of green jobs as well as curb carbon emissions. Introduction At a pivotal moment for China - with its change of leadership already underway, growth rates slowing down and the global financial crisis not abating - the ideal model for China’s future economic growth (the “China pathway”) will be to decouple resource consumption and environmental impact from growth. If this does not happen China risks slower growth rates because of, among other factors, the country’s negative international image, its place at the lower end of the global industrial international division and the green trade barrier. At the same time China’s investment abroad – and especially in resource industries - needs to be more responsible and sustainable. 

AT: Alt Causes to Emissions – US

US coal consumption has decreased 
RTT, 4/25-

(RTT News “U.S. Coal Consumption Drops 18.8% In Q4 To Record Low,” http://www.rttnews.com/1868251/u-s-coal-consumption-drops-18-8-in-q4-to-record-low.aspx) 

 (RTTNews) - The U.S. Energy Information Administration released information via press release Wednesday indicating that domestic coal consumption during the fourth quarter of 2011 was down by 18.8 percent from the third quarter of 2011 to 227.1 million short tons. The decrease brought coal consumption to the lowest level since the second quarter of 1995. While the drop was mostly the result of lower consumption in the electric power sector, the EIA noted that decreases in U.S. coal use were partially offset by an increase in coal exports to Asia and Europe. 
US coal consumption decreasing – natural gas

Lacy, 5/14- 

(Stephen, Think Progress Climate Progress Staff Writer, “U.S. Coal Generation Drops 19 Percent In One Year, Leaving Coal With 36 Percent Share Of Electricity,” http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2012/05/14/483432/us-coal-generation-drops-19-percent-in-one-year-leaving-coal-with-36-percent-share-of-electricity/) 

Power generation from coal is falling quickly. According to new figures from the U.S. Energy Information Administration, coal made up 36 percent of U.S. electricity in the first quarter of 2012 — down from 44.6 percent in the first quarter of 2011. That stunning drop, which represented almost a 20 percent decline in coal generation over the last year, was primarily due to low natural gas prices. As EIA explains, natural gas generation will climb steadily this year, while coal will see a double-digit drop by the end of 2012: Natural‐gas‐fired generation continues to expand its share of total generation at the expense of coal‐fired generation. During the first quarter of 2012, natural gas accounted for 28.7 percent of total generation compared with 20.7 percent during the same quarter last year. In contrast, coal’s share of total generation declined from 44.6 percent to 36.0 percent over the same period. Prices for natural gas delivered to the electric power industry fell by 7.5 percent in 2011, which contributed to a significant increase in the share of natural‐gas‐fired generation. EIA expects this trend to continue in 2012, with electric power sector coal consumption falling by 14 percent. Natural gas in the electric power sector grows by almost 21 percent in 2012, primarily driven by the increasing relative cost advantages of natural gas over coal for power generation in some regions. 

Shift to shale gas has decreased US emissions 

Nordhaus and Shellenberger, 4/21-

(Michael and Ted, “WHY EMISSIONS ARE DECLINING IN THE U.S. BUT NOT IN EUROPE,” http://www.newgeography.com/content/002786-why-emissions-are-declining-us-but-not-europe) 

A funny thing happened while environmentalists were trying and failing to cap carbon emissions in the U.S. Congress. U.S. carbon emissions started going down. The decline began in 2005 and accelerated after the financial crisis. The latest estimates from the U.S. Energy Information Administration now suggest that U.S. emissions will continue to decline for the next few years and remain flat for a decade or more after that. The proximate cause of the decline in recent years has been the recession and slow economic recovery. But the reason that EIA is projecting a long-term decline over the next decade or more is the glut of cheap natural gas, mostly from unconventional sources like shale, that has profoundly changed America’s energy outlook over the next several decades. Gas is no panacea. It still puts a lot of carbon into the atmosphere and has created a range of new pollution problems at the local level. Methane leakage resulting from the extraction and burning of natural gas threatens to undo much of the carbon benefit that gas holds over coal. And even were we to make a full transition from coal to gas, we would then need to transition from gas to renewables and nuclear in order to reduce U.S. emissions deeply enough to achieve the reductions that climate scientists believe will be necessary to avoid dangerous global warming. But the shale gas revolution, and its rather significant impact on the U.S. carbon emissions outlook, offers a stark rebuke to what has been the dominant view among policy analysts and environmental advocates as to what it would take in order to begin to bend down the trajectory of U.S. emissions, namely a price on carbon and a binding cap on emissions. The existence of a better and cheaper substitute is today succeeding in reducing U.S. emissions where efforts to raise the cost of fossil fuels through carbon caps or pricing — and thereby drive the transition to renewable energy technologies — have failed. In fact, the rapid displacement of coal with gas has required little in the way of regulations at all. Conventional air pollution regulations do represent a very low, implicit price on carbon. And a lot of good grassroots activism at the local and regional level has raised the political costs of keeping old coal plants in service and bringing new ones online. But those efforts have become increasingly effective as gas has gotten cheaper. The existence of a better and cheaper substitute has made the transition away from coal much more viable economically, and it has put the wind at the back of political efforts to oppose new coal plants, close existing ones, and put in place stronger EPA air pollution regulations.

The US is shifting to natural gas
Nordhaus and Shellenberger, 4/21-

(Michael and Ted, “WHY EMISSIONS ARE DECLINING IN THE U.S. BUT NOT IN EUROPE,” http://www.newgeography.com/content/002786-why-emissions-are-declining-us-but-not-europe) 

It wasn't that long ago that the U.S. was cast as the global climate villain, refusing to sign the Kyoto accord while Europe implemented cap and trade. But, as we note below in a new article for Yale360, a funny thing happened: U.S. emissions started going down in 2005 and are expected to decline further over the next decade, while Europe's cap and trade system has had no measurable impact on emissions. Even the supposedly green Germany is moving back to coal. Why? The reason is obvious: the U.S. is benefitting from the 30-year, government-funded technological revolution that massively increased the supply of unconventional natural gas, making it cheap even when compared to coal. 
AT: Alt Causes to Emissions – Germany 

Germany is decreasing emisisons

Jongjohan, 4/27-

(Think Progress Climate Progress Staff Writer, Arne, “Germany: Fighting Climate Change And Phasing Out Nuclear Power Are Two Sides Of The Same Coin,” http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2012/04/27/472713/germany-fighting-climate-change-and-phasing-out-nuclear-power-are-two-sides-of-the-same-coin/) 

Recently, the editorial board of the Washington Post asked if the world can fight global warming without nuclear power, looking to Germany and Japan for the answer. Both countries are known for a nuclear shutdown path. In Japan, only one of the 54 nuclear reactors currently remains in operation. Germany has closed eights reactors following the nuclear catastrophe of Fukushima in March 2011 and the remaining nine are scheduled to be closed by 2022. That obviously must lead to rising emissions, the Post claims. Germany’s “electricity sector emits more carbon than it must after eight reactors shut down last year.” If you look at the most recent emissions data, however, the opposite is happening. Germany reduced its carbon emissions in 2011 by 2.1 percent despite the nuclear phase out. How can that be? The cut in greenhouse gases was mainly reached due to an accelerated transition to renewable energies and a warm winter. In addition, the EU emissions trading system capped all emissions from the power sector. While eight nuclear power plants were shut down, solar power output increased by 60 percent. In 2011 alone, 7.5 gigawatts of solar were installed. By the end of last year, renewable energies provided more than 20 percent of overall electricity. The Washington Post refers to critics of this transition who “reasonably predict that the country will instead rely on electricity imports from neighbors running old, reliable coal, gas and, yes, nuclear plants for years to come.” So this means Germany would import electricity from neighboring countries, such as France, Poland, and the Czech Republic? It’s true, depending on time of day and year, that Germany imports electricity. However, even after shutting its eight oldest nuclear power plants, Germany is still a net exporter of electricity. In 2011, Germany exported 6 TWh more than it imported, according to the industry federation German Association of Energy and Water Industries BDEW. Countries like Poland and the Czech Republic are not as concerned about providing electricity to Germany. On the contrary, they are mainly concerned about wind and solar power surges from Germany offsetting their own production of fossil and nuclear power. Additionally, German electricity exports to Europe’s nuclear power house France actually increased in 2011. What does this tell us? The nuclear phase-out does not conflict with efforts to fight climate change. You can reduce emissions while shutting down nuclear power. And you can still supply industry and consumers with enough power. By the end of 2011, Germany had reduced its CO2 emissions by more than 23 percent compared to 1990 levels, overshooting its Kyoto target. In addition, the country has build up a competitive renewable energy industry providing thousands of new jobs, even as competitors like China enter the game and catch up fast. In Germany, fighting climate change and phasing out nuclear power are two sides of the same coin.

**Aff Answers**

2AC – No Transition 
Wont transition – key to their economy

China will make the transition and stop using coal in the squo 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

Simply due to more than 66% of China's current electricity being produced from coal, with little potential for raising China's already impressive hydro output, and with the gas alternative currently based only on high-priced LNG imports, China's coal demand growth is locked-on to its economic growth. Breaking that link will in no way be easy and the short timeframe for achieving major change may indicate that China will engage a massive energy transition plan away from coal, and may be constrained to import more oil in the short-term.

Alternative energy options fail

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

 The Chinese government is considering a wide range of alternatives to coal, both on the economic structure side, and on the energy supply side. China's annual growth of windpower and solar electric generating capacity is now running at about one-quarter of its annual 90 GW increase in power capacity, this annual increase being equivalent to two-thirds of Germany's total installed power capacity, and may rise further. This however will not be enough to achieve transition away from coal, and the nuclear option remains dogged by very high costs and long lead times.
China wont switch – coal prices 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

China's NEA says that it is able to expand coal production and import capacity by 750 million tons a year in the short term, and might attain an ultimate peak of 4.1 billion tons a year, by about 2015, of which as much as 200 million tons/year could be imported. The role of China's coal imports, for energy traders, is almost as important as China's ever rising import demand for oil. This is due to both of Asia's giant emerging economies, India and China, being increasingly obliged to import coal due to their overstretched national coal mining and transport industries facing cost and infrastructure limits and their mines facing coal depletion issues. At the same time, coal import demand by Europe is rising, despite its clean energy programs, and import demand remains strong in developed Asia. Coal export prices, which at oil parity would attain about $500 per ton, may however hit a ceiling due to rising LNG gas availability and declining gas prices triggered by US shale gas development, enabling China and India to import more coal at prices that cease to grow.

Cant transition to LNG 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

While costly high-tech LNG infrastructures like re-gasification terminals are rapidly being built by China and India, the gas alternative to coal for both countries mainly concerns their hopes for domestic shale gas development, but this is not growing at anywhere near the pace needed to phase out coal, or even cover their annual growth of coal demand. The net result is that both coal and oil import demand, by China, will likely tend to grow faster than previously anticipated and forecast.

2AC – Transition to Oil
China will transition to oil – no other sustainable source 

McKillop, 12- 

(Former chief policy analyst, Division A Policy, DG XVII Energy, European Commission,  re than 30 years experience in the energy, economic and finance domains. Trained at London UK’s University College, he has had specially long experience of energy policy, project administration and the development and financing of alternate energy. This included his role of in-house Expert on Policy and Programming at the DG XVII-Energy of the European Commission, Director of Information of the OAPEC technology transfer subsidiary, AREC and researcher for UN agencies including the ILO, Andrew, March 24, “China Reaches Peak Coal,” http://samcheekong.blogspot.com/2012/03/china-reaches-peak-oil.html) 

To be sure, Chinese hopes for shale gas are high, with the US EIA crediting China with the world's largest national resources, but without major gas transport infrastructures and shale gas E&P only at a very early stage, Chinese hopes are not matched by results on the ground. LNG import expansion is also problematic for China, for infrastructure reasons and due to present very high LNG prices for Asian destinations, sometimes above $18 per million BTU, driven by sustained import demand from Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and other ASEAN countries. As a net result, it is likely China's oil import demand may grow more than currently forecast - rather than tend to stagnate - with major impacts on global oil prices, going forward 
2AC – Link Turn

Turn- exports into Asian markets drive up the price and force a transition
Walsh, 5/31- 

(Bryan, Time Eco centric Magazine Writer, “Drawing Battle Lines Over American Coal Exports to Asia,” http://ecocentric.blogs.time.com/2012/05/31/drawing-battle-lines-over-american-coal-exports-to-asia/#ixzz1yk57HI8Q) 

But that’s only true if U.S. coal adds to Asian coal consumption, rather than simply displacing more expensive sources. And exporting coal from the U.S. could actually change consumption here at home: Some argue that if increasing demand in Asia pushes up global coal prices, it could actually help the environment by forcing more coal-burning countries to start looking for cheaper energy alternatives. In the U.S., higher coal prices could accelerate the switch from coal to natural gas, especially in parts of the Midwest that remain heavily dependent on coal. But that will depend on how Asian markets respond to the potential avalanche of U.S. coal. 
High coal prices force the shift to renewables

Birgoren, 6/14-

(Alternative Energy and Sustainability, “Asia needs coal, the U.S. has plenty. Will expanding exports make climate change worse?,” http://www.xing.com/net/erneuerbareenergien/international-board-3217/asia-needs-coal-the-u-s-has-plenty-will-expanding-exports-make-climate-change-worse-41038559) 

Some argue that if increasing demand in Asia pushes up global coal prices, it could actually help the environment by forcing more coal-burning countries to start looking for cheaper energy alternatives. In the U.S., higher coal prices could accelerate the switch from coal to natural gas, especially in parts of the Midwest that remain heavily dependent on coal. But that will depend on how Asian markets respond to the potential avalanche of U.S. coal. Chinese demand for coal has been inelastic in recent years, meaning that prices--high or low--haven't had much impact on how much coal China burns. That's partly because the Chinese government exerts control over the energy market, says Richard Morse, director of coal- and carbon-market research at Stanford University, making the effect on emissions of cheaper coal from the U.S. "a complex question. And it's not just about China," he says. "You have to net out the global impacts against the U.S. impacts." 

2AC – Transition Inevitable 

The transition is inevitable

McDermott, 10-

(Mat, edits the Business and Energy sections of TreeHugger, “Good News: China's Renewable Energy Growth Now Outpacing Coal,” http://www.treehugger.com/corporate-responsibility/good-news-chinas-renewable-energy-growth-now-outpacing-coal.html) 

Though coal still provides the majority of China's power, there's some good news coming from Xinhua via Business Green: New official Chinese stats show that the nation's renewable energy capacity is now growing faster than its coal plants.Through the end of 2009 nearly 180 GW of new power capacity was under construction, with the growth of renewables outpacing coal by some 16 GW. All told, low-carbon energy sources (hydro, nuclear, and renewables) will account for 250 GW, or 26% of China's power capacity, by the end of 2010. Also notable in the figures is the growth of wind power in Inner Mongolia, now reaching 7.3 GW at the end of last month. That's an increase from 170 MW in 2005. 
2AC – No Link 

No link – prices don’t dictate Chinese coal consumption

A recent paper argued that reducing the price of coal or the cost of using coal in China might have little impact on the consumption of coal in China due to the role of central planning, which makes prices and costs largely irrelevant. In other words, since China remains politically dominated by the Chinese Communist Party and its strategic direction is guided by periodic five-year plans developed by the Chinese government, it might seem plausible to argue that changes in prices are largely irrelevant to resource use decisions in China. For example, one recent analysis of Chinese energy consumption and future energy imports concluded “it is not helpful to use data on fuel prices as an input into a forecast study. Market signals appear to have had little effect on Chinese energy use and related investment. Chinese energy prices are administered and, though there have been some efforts at deregulation, so far they do not reflect underlying market scarcities.” 25 The citation in support for this assertion was to a 2005 report from the Foreign Policy Centre in London on “Energy and Power in China.” That report asserted that “the current [Chinese] energy regulatory system is characterized by…[p]rice signals that have negligible effect on consumer behavior and investment…” 26 

2AC – No Warming

Flawed studies - warming’s not a threat and not anthropogenic
Leake 10 (Jonathan, Times Online, Citing John Christy of the UA Huntsville, a former author for the IPCC, “World may not be warming, say scientists,” 2-14, http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article7026317.ece?print=yes&randnum=1269060067737)

The United Nations climate panel faces a new challenge with scientists casting doubt on its claim that global temperatures are rising inexorably because of human pollution. In its last assessment the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) said the evidence that the world was warming was “unequivocal”. It warned that greenhouse gases had already heated the world by 0.7C and that there could be 5C-6C more warming by 2100, with devastating impacts on humanity and wildlife. However, new research, including work by British scientists, is casting doubt on such claims. Some even suggest the world may not be warming much at all. “The temperature records cannot be relied on as indicators of global change,” said John Christy, professor of atmospheric science at the University of Alabama in Huntsville, a former lead author on the IPCC. The doubts of Christy and a number of other researchers focus on the thousands of weather stations around the world, which have been used to collect temperature data over the past 150 years. These stations, they believe, have been seriously compromised by factors such as urbanisation, changes in land use and, in many cases, being moved from site to site. Christy has published research papers looking at these effects in three different regions: east Africa, and the American states of California and Alabama. “The story is the same for each one,” he said. “The popular data sets show a lot of warming but the apparent temperature rise was actually caused by local factors affecting the weather stations, such as land development.” The IPCC faces similar criticisms from Ross McKitrick, professor of economics at the University of Guelph, Canada, who was invited by the panel to review its last report. The experience turned him into a strong critic and he has since published a research paper questioning its methods. “We concluded, with overwhelming statistical significance, that the IPCC’s climate data are contaminated with surface effects from industrialisation and data quality problems. These add up to a large warming bias,” he said. Such warnings are supported by a study of US weather stations co-written by Anthony Watts, an American meteorologist and climate change sceptic. His study, which has not been peer reviewed, is illustrated with photographs of weather stations in locations where their readings are distorted by heat-generating equipment. Some are next to air- conditioning units or are on waste treatment plants. One of the most infamous shows a weather station next to a waste incinerator. Watts has also found examples overseas, such as the weather station at Rome airport, which catches the hot exhaust fumes emitted by taxiing jets. In Britain, a weather station at Manchester airport was built when the surrounding land was mainly fields but is now surrounded by heat-generating buildings. Terry Mills, professor of applied statistics and econometrics at Loughborough University, looked at the same data as the IPCC. He found that the warming trend it reported over the past 30 years or so was just as likely to be due to random fluctuations as to the impacts of greenhouse gases. Mills’s findings are to be published in Climatic Change, an environmental journal. “The earth has gone through warming spells like these at least twice before in the last 1,000 years,” he said.

2AC – No Impact

No extinction
NIPCC 11. Nongovernmental International Panel on Climate Change. Surviving the unprecedented climate change of the IPCC. 8 March 2011. http://www.nipccreport.org/articles/2011/mar/8mar2011a5.html
In a paper published in Systematics and Biodiversity, Willis et al. (2010) consider the IPCC (2007) "predicted climatic changes for the next century" -- i.e., their contentions that "global temperatures will increase by 2-4°C and possibly beyond, sea levels will rise (~1 m ± 0.5 m), and atmospheric CO2will increase by up to 1000 ppm" -- noting that it is "widely suggested that the magnitude and rate of these changes will result in many plants and animals going extinct," citing studies that suggest that "within the next century, over 35% of some biota will have gone extinct (Thomas et al., 2004; Solomon et al., 2007) and there will be extensive die-back of the tropical rainforest due to climate change (e.g. Huntingford et al., 2008)." On the other hand, they indicate that some biologists and climatologists have pointed out that "many of the predicted increases in climate have happened before, in terms of both magnitude and rate of change (e.g. Royer, 2008; Zachos et al., 2008), and yet biotic communities have remained remarkably resilient (Mayle and Power, 2008) and in some cases thrived (Svenning and Condit, 2008)." But they report that those who mention these things are often "placed in the 'climate-change denier' category," although the purpose for pointing out these facts is simply to present "a sound scientific basis for understanding biotic responses to the magnitudes and rates of climate change predicted for the future through using the vast data resource that we can exploit in fossil records." Going on to do just that, Willis et al. focus on "intervals in time in the fossil record when atmospheric CO2 concentrations increased up to 1200 ppm, temperatures in mid- to high-latitudes increased by greater than 4°C within 60 years, and sea levels rose by up to 3 m higher than present," describing studies of past biotic responses that indicate "the scale and impact of the magnitude and rate of such climate changes on biodiversity." And what emerges from those studies, as they describe it, "is evidence for rapid community turnover, migrations, development of novel ecosystems and thresholds from one stable ecosystem state to another." And, most importantly in this regard, they report "there is very little evidence for broad-scale extinctions due to a warming world." In concluding, the Norwegian, Swedish and UK researchers say that "based on such evidence we urge some caution in assuming broad-scale extinctions of species will occur due solely to climate changes of the magnitude and rate predicted for the next century," reiterating that "the fossil record indicates remarkable biotic resilience to wide amplitude fluctuations in climate."
2AC – Inevitable

If it’s real then it’s irreversible - it’s too late to stop the greenhouse effect
Harris 9 (Richard, Science Reporter for National Public Radio, Peabody Award Winner, American Association for the Advancement of Science Journalism Award, “Global Warming Irreversible, Study Says,” January 26th, NPR, http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=99888903)

Climate change is essentially irreversible, according to a sobering new scientific study. As carbon dioxide emissions continue to rise, the world will experience more and more long-term environmental disruption. The damage will persist even when, and if, emissions are brought under control, says study author Susan Solomon, who is among the world's top climate scientists. "We're used to thinking about pollution problems as things that we can fix," Solomon says. "Smog, we just cut back and everything will be better later. Or haze, you know, it'll go away pretty quickly." That's the case for some of the gases that contribute to climate change, such as methane and nitrous oxide. But as Solomon and colleagues suggest in a new study published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, it is not true for the most abundant greenhouse gas: carbon dioxide. Turning off the carbon dioxide emissions won't stop global warming. "People have imagined that if we stopped emitting carbon dioxide that the climate would go back to normal in 100 years or 200 years. What we're showing here is that's not right. It's essentially an irreversible change that will last for more than a thousand years," Solomon says. This is because the oceans are currently soaking up a lot of the planet's excess heat — and a lot of the carbon dioxide put into the air. The carbon dioxide and heat will eventually start coming out of the ocean. And that will take place for many hundreds of years.

2AC – China Imports High 

China is getting tons of imports now

Wong, 4/19-
(Fayen, Reuters, “U.S. coal exports to China may double in 2012: Xcoal,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/19/us-coal-idUSBRE83I0AK20120419) 

 (Reuters) - U.S. coal exports to China could more than double to over 12 million tonnes in 2012 thanks to depressed freight rates and a fall in domestic demand in the United States, the chief of top U.S. coal exporter Xcoal Energy & Resources said. The expected increase in coal shipments could further push down coal prices in Asia where a supply glut following a deluge from the United States and Colombia has forced prices to slump recently. Australian Newcastle-grade coal has dropped $10 a tonne since end-February, the Indonesian coal reference price is down to its lowest in 16 months and South African coal has shed $5. "Exports to China could reach over 12 million tonnes this year based on the annualized numbers," Chief Executive Ernie Thrasher told Reuters in an interview on Wednesday. "We only have data for January and February now, but all anecdotal evidence so far suggests that there are no signs of that diminishing as the year goes on," he said. "I think there is enough demand in Asia to absorb enough U.S. cargoes to stem a decline in prices." Many U.S. coal sellers have set their eyes on Asia as a shrinking domestic market and tepid demand in Europe have pushed them to look for new customers outside of their traditional markets. Total U.S. coal exports to China, the world's largest spot coal buyer, stood at about 5 million tonnes in the first two months of the year, with thermal coal shipments up 5.3 percent on year to some 3 million tonnes. China, which relies heavily on coal for power generation, is the world's No. 1 coal producer, but infrastructure bottlenecks have forced many coastal power plants to turn to cheaper and more accessible imports in recent years. Coal imports by the world's second-largest economy rose 11 percent on year to 182 million tonnes in 2011. Shipments from the United States were 4.9 million tonnes, a near 3 percent gain on year
2AC – Coal Exports High 

US Coal exports high 

Adler and James, 3/28-

(Reuters, “EPA rules may push coal companies to boost exports,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/03/28/coal-idUSL2E8ESWND20120328) 

NEW YORK, March 28 (Reuters) - Tougher emission rules at U.S. power stations will likely force coal companies to make up for lost domestic customers by exporting more to countries in Asia where environmental regulations are less stringent, analysts said. Railroads, which haul about 70 percent of U.S. coal, could also try to mitigate the damage from lower shipments to utilities by carrying more coal for exports. Proposed rules that will limit new power plants' CO2 emissions, the first move by the world's largest economy to regulate the gas blamed for contributing to global warming, were announced Tuesday by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).. Currently, coal-fired plants produce about 44 percent of U.S. electricity Wall Street saw the rule change as a short-term negative for coal and stocks fell on Wednesday. Arch Coal's stock dropped 4 percent to close at $10.80 and Peabody Energy fell 3.4 percent to $28.83 on the New York Stock Exchange. Alpha Natural Resources was 4.1 percent lower at $14.87 and Consol Energy was off 1.9 percent at $33.33. Railroad shares also declined. CSX Corp fell 2.4 percent to $21.52 and Union Pacific dropped 2.3 percent to $107.91. Michael Dudas, a coal industry analyst at Sterne Agee, said the EPA rules, likely to come into effect in a year, will force the coal industry to cut production, but also ramp up exports. Last year exports accounted for about 10 percent of total U.S. coal production of 811 million tons, according to the Energy Dept. "The U.S. will become a much more important supplier to the world," he said, noting that demand was high in Asia for both thermal coal, used in power generation and metallurgical coal, which is used to make steel. "We have the capacity to export more and the industry is trying to develop more ports on the West Coast for the coal from the Powder River Basin (of Wyoming and Montana)," Dudas said.

2AC – Inevitable

China will inevitably burn coal

Plumer, 5/1-

(Brad, Ezra Kelins, Washington Post Staff Writer, “How the U.S. could influence China’s coal habits — with exports,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/ezra-klein/post/can-the-united-states-influence-chinas-coal-habits/2012/05/01/gIQAgqUpuT_blog.html) 

 At first glance, it may look like the United States couldn’t possibly have much sway over China’s coal-hungry habits. China, after all, has plenty of its own coal, boasting the second-largest reserves in the world. In 2010, the country imported less than 5 percent of the coal it used from overseas. And the United States makes up a tiny sliver of this market — because of how Chinese ports and rail networks are set up, China still gets most of its imported coal from Indonesia and Australia: 

**Coal Exports Good**
**Coal Industry**

2AC – Coal Industry

Coal companies are collapsing the status quo

Jervey, 5/3-

(Ben, “Exporting Coal: Struggling U.S. Coal Industry Trying to Stay Relevant By Shipping Through the Northwest,” http://www.desmogblog.com/exporting-coal-struggling-u-s-coal-industry-trying-stay-relevant-shipping-through-northwest) 

U.S. coal companies are facing some tricky math these days. Production levels have remained more or less the same since 2005, according to the Energy Information Agency (EIA), but during that time domestic consumption has dropped nearly 11 percent. Where is all that extra coal going? Some is piling up at power plants, but increasingly, more and more of it is being shipped overseas. The coal industry is hoping to accelerate that export trend, but their ability to keep delivering steady volumes of coal is entirely dependant on their ability to open up new export terminals at coastal ports around the country, particularly in the Pacific Northwest where the dirty rock could be more directly shipped to the burgeoning Asian markets. 

Coal Exports are key to economic competitiveness

Hal Quinn ’12 (writer for the National Miners Association, “WHAT SHOULD U.S. POLICY BE ON ENERGY EXPORTS?”, April 13, 2012, http://www.nma.org/pdf/041312_quinn_nj_blog.pdf)

Exporting U.S. Coal Helps America and Developing World – by Hal Quinn, NMA The United States has an unrivalled self-interest in serving international markets that urgently need coal to grow their economies and improve the livelihoods of their people. In fact, increasing our coal exports is an unusually clear example of how unfettered trade benefits both exporting and importing countries. With the world’s largest coal reserves, the U.S. finds itself in the enviable position of having more of what the fastest-growing countries of the world need. China and India are lifting hundreds of millions of people out of poverty by building vast electricity grids that bring coal-generated power to homes and workplaces. Coal is the only fuel for electricity generation that is sufficiently affordable and abundant to literally bring this power to the people. It is also a vital ingredient for the steelmaking plants in Asia and Brazil that are laying foundations for a 21 st century industrial revolution. American metallurgical coal is a building block of this progress much as it is for our own industrial progress. The benefits of U.S. coal exports are reciprocal. The U.S. has a 265-year coal supply, more than enough to serve its domestic needs. Far from depriving Americans of opportunities, coal exports provide them –high-wage jobs in coal country from Appalachia to the Powder River Basin, in the rail industry that transports coal to ports and in export terminals that exist or are envisioned for the Gulf and both coasts. The $16 billion worth of U.S. coal exported last year also delivered revenue to hardpressed communities across the U.S. heartland. Some critics are blinded by their wealthy lifestyles to the powerful evidence that coal-based generation has greatly improved the lives of millions abroad who are less fortunate. For the 1.4 billion people worldwide who have no access to electricity, efficient coalbased generation provides a healthier and better life. It often offsets the demands for heat and light that heretofore have been met with fuels derived from deforestation, animal wastes and uncontrolled in-home use of kerosene and other fuels. In short, coal exports are a classic example of America’s competitive advantage. Recent history offers grim examples of what happens to countries that only buy from the rest of the world and sell nothing to them. The president appears to understand this lesson with his call to double exports in five years. Presumably he also understands how coal exports, up almost a third last year, are helping him reach this goal.To forego this competitive advantage would be a classic example of short-sighted public policy that will only deepen the economic gloom Americans now face. 
This results in great power conflict—economic growth is vital to prevent the collapse of U.S. hegemony.

Khalilzad 11 — Zalmay Khalilzad, Counselor at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, served as the United States ambassador to Afghanistan, Iraq, and the United Nations during the presidency of George W. Bush, served as the director of policy planning at the Defense Department during the Presidency of George H.W. Bush, holds a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, 2011 (“The Economy and National Security,” National Review, February 8th, Available Online at http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/print/259024, Accessed 02-08-2011)

Today, economic and fiscal trends pose the most severe long-term threat to the United States’ position as global leader. While the United States suffers from fiscal imbalances and low economic growth, the economies of rival powers are developing rapidly. The continuation of these two trends could lead to a shift from American primacy toward a multi-polar global system, leading in turn to increased geopolitical rivalry and even war among the great powers.

The current recession is the result of a deep financial crisis, not a mere fluctuation in the business cycle. Recovery is likely to be protracted. The crisis was preceded by the buildup over two decades of enormous amounts of debt throughout the U.S. economy — ultimately totaling almost 350 percent of GDP — and the development of credit-fueled asset bubbles, particularly in the housing sector. When the bubbles burst, huge amounts of wealth were destroyed, and unemployment rose to over 10 percent. The decline of tax revenues and massive countercyclical spending put the U.S. government on an unsustainable fiscal path. Publicly held national debt rose from 38 to over 60 percent of GDP in three years.

Without faster economic growth and actions to reduce deficits, publicly held national debt is projected to reach dangerous proportions. If interest rates were to rise significantly, annual interest payments — which already are larger than the defense budget — would crowd out other spending or require substantial tax increases that would undercut economic growth. Even worse, if unanticipated events trigger what economists call a “sudden stop” in credit markets for U.S. debt, the United States would be unable to roll over its outstanding obligations, precipitating a sovereign-debt crisis that would almost certainly compel a radical retrenchment of the United States internationally.

Such scenarios would reshape the international order. It was the economic devastation of Britain and France during World War II, as well as the rise of other powers, that led both countries to relinquish their empires. In the late 1960s, British leaders concluded that they lacked the economic capacity to maintain a presence “east of Suez.” Soviet economic weakness, which crystallized under Gorbachev, contributed to their decisions to withdraw from Afghanistan, abandon Communist regimes in Eastern Europe, and allow the Soviet Union to fragment. If the U.S. debt problem goes critical, the United States would be compelled to retrench, reducing its military spending and shedding international commitments.

We face this domestic challenge while other major powers are experiencing rapid economic growth. Even though countries such as China, India, and Brazil have profound political, social, demographic, and economic problems, their economies are growing faster than ours, and this could alter the global distribution of power. These trends could in the long term produce a multi-polar world. If U.S. policymakers fail to act and other powers continue to grow, it is not a question of whether but when a new international order will emerge. The closing of the gap between the United States and its rivals could intensify geopolitical competition among major powers, increase incentives for local powers to play major powers against one another, and undercut our will to preclude or respond to international crises because of the higher risk of escalation.

The stakes are high. In modern history, the longest period of peace among the great powers has been the era of U.S. leadership. By contrast, multi-polar systems have been unstable, with their competitive dynamics resulting in frequent crises and major wars among the great powers. Failures of multi-polar international systems produced both world wars.

American retrenchment could have devastating consequences. Without an American security blanket, regional powers could rearm in an attempt to balance against emerging threats. Under this scenario, there would be a heightened possibility of arms races, miscalculation, or other crises spiraling into all-out conflict. Alternatively, in seeking to accommodate the stronger powers, weaker powers may shift their geopolitical posture away from the United States. Either way, hostile states would be emboldened to make aggressive moves in their regions.

As rival powers rise, Asia in particular is likely to emerge as a zone of great-power competition. Beijing’s economic rise has enabled a dramatic military buildup focused on acquisitions of naval, cruise, and ballistic missiles, long-range stealth aircraft, and anti-satellite capabilities. China’s strategic modernization is aimed, ultimately, at denying the United States access to the seas around China. Even as cooperative economic ties in the region have grown, China’s expansive territorial claims — and provocative statements and actions following crises in Korea and incidents at sea — have roiled its relations with South Korea, Japan, India, and Southeast Asian states. Still, the United States is the most significant barrier facing Chinese hegemony and aggression.

Given the risks, the United States must focus on restoring its economic and fiscal condition while checking and managing the rise of potential adversarial regional powers such as China. While we face significant challenges, the U.S. economy still accounts for over 20 percent of the world’s GDP. American institutions — particularly those providing enforceable rule of law — set it apart from all the rising powers. Social cohesion underwrites political stability. U.S. demographic trends are healthier than those of any other developed country. A culture of innovation, excellent institutions of higher education, and a vital sector of small and medium-sized enterprises propel the U.S. economy in ways difficult to quantify. Historically, Americans have responded pragmatically, and sometimes through trial and error, to work our way through the kind of crisis that we face today.

The policy question is how to enhance economic growth and employment while cutting discretionary spending in the near term and curbing the growth of entitlement spending in the out years. Republican members of Congress have outlined a plan. Several think tanks and commissions, including President Obama’s debt commission, have done so as well. Some consensus exists on measures to pare back the recent increases in domestic spending, restrain future growth in defense spending, and reform the tax code (by reducing tax expenditures while lowering individual and corporate rates). These are promising options.   

The key remaining question is whether the president and leaders of both parties on Capitol Hill have the will to act and the skill to fashion bipartisan solutions. Whether we take the needed actions is a choice, however difficult it might be. It is clearly within our capacity to put our economy on a better trajectory. In garnering political support for cutbacks, the president and members of Congress should point not only to the domestic consequences of inaction — but also to the geopolitical implications.

As the United States gets its economic and fiscal house in order, it should take steps to prevent a flare-up in Asia. The United States can do so by signaling that its domestic challenges will not impede its intentions to check Chinese expansionism. This can be done in cost-efficient ways.

While China’s economic rise enables its military modernization and international assertiveness, it also frightens rival powers. The Obama administration has wisely moved to strengthen relations with allies and potential partners in the region but more can be done.

Some Chinese policies encourage other parties to join with the United States, and the U.S. should not let these opportunities pass. China’s military assertiveness should enable security cooperation with countries on China’s periphery — particularly Japan, India, and Vietnam — in ways that complicate Beijing’s strategic calculus. China’s mercantilist policies and currency manipulation — which harm developing states both in East Asia and elsewhere — should be used to fashion a coalition in favor of a more balanced trade system. Since Beijing’s over-the-top reaction to the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to a Chinese democracy activist alienated European leaders, highlighting human-rights questions would not only draw supporters from nearby countries but also embolden reformers within China.  

Since the end of the Cold War, a stable economic and financial condition at home has enabled America to have an expansive role in the world. Today we can no longer take this for granted. Unless we get our economic house in order, there is a risk that domestic stagnation in combination with the rise of rival powers will undermine our ability to deal with growing international problems. Regional hegemons in Asia could seize the moment, leading the world toward a new, dangerous era of multi-polarity.

Ext: Exports key to Coal Industry
Coal industry companies are declining now, but exports from China are key to the industry – new water infrastructure is key 

Roberts, 5/2- 

(David, Staff Writer for Grist, “Why Fighting Coal Export Terminals Matters,” http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2012/05/02/475170/why-fighting-coal-export-terminals-matters/) 

The rapid move away from coal is hitting U.S. coal-mining companies where it hurts. The Wall Street Journal reports on the fortunes of Arch Coal and Alpha Natural Resources, the second- and third-largest coal-mining firms in the U.S.: On a 52-week basis, shares of both Arch and Alpha are down 72%. … Arch is expected to see its profit fall by 44%, to $33 million. Alpha—still struggling to digest Massey Energy Inc. after spending $7.1 billion to acquire the competitor last year—is seen swinging to a first-quarter loss of $18 million, down from a year-ago profit of $49 million. Peabody Energy, the largest U.S. coal company, says U.S. coal demand will fall by about 10 percent this year. Some utilities are even canceling coal deliveries because they’ve got big stockpiles of unused coal. (Peabody happens to be sheltered from the storm by the fact that it has mines in Australia.) Now, here’s the key bit: Arch, Alpha and the rest of the industry hope that increased coal demand from fast-growing China and India will help turn the tide. But that poses additional problems. U.S. companies are scrambling to increase their access to ports in the Gulf Coast and East Coast to ship coal abroad. Arch’s and Alpha’s export outlooks, as well as sales forecasts for the higher-priced types of coal used in steelmaking, will be key to how investors view the industry’s prospects in the year ahead. Moral of the story: The health of the U.S. coal industry hinges on its ability to increase exports to China and India. To some extent this is already happening, as the U.S. Energy Information Administration reported last year. Domestic consumption is falling, exports are rising The question for the U.S. coal industry is: Can exports rise fast enough to offset declining domestic demand? The question for climate hawks is: What happens if exports can’t rise fast enough? More to the point, what happens if climate activists are able to block, slow, or at least raise the political and economic costs of coal exports? The happy answer would be that U.S. coal companies wither and a good bit of U.S. coal stays in the ground. However, as the WSJ’s phrase “scrambling to increase their access” would indicate, those ports are crowded. What’s more, demand has been shifting from the E.U. to China and India, while supply is exploding in the Powder River Basin of Wyoming and Montana. Both of those trends create huge incentives for Western exports. Sure enough, there are six new coal ports (PDF) proposed for the West Coast: Coos Bay, the Port of Morrow (near Boardman), and Port Westward in Oregon; Longview, Bellingham, and Grays Harbor in Washington. If they are all built, the Pacific Northwest will export over 150 million short tons of coal a year, making it one of the world’s largest coal export regions. 
**China Economy**

2AC – China Economy

Coal exports key to Chinese economic growth

Li and Leung 11 (“Coal consumption and economic growth in China,” May 2011, Energy Policy, Volume 40, http://www.deepdyve.com/lp/elsevier/coal-consumption-and-economic-growth-in-china-279NjbzsI3)
Coal is the principal primary energy source in China and it is given a strategic role in the economic growth of the country. According to the official figures from the National Bureau of Statistics, in 2009, Coal accounted for 70% of the total energy consumed and 77% of the total energy produced in China. Because of its abundance in proven reserves and its stability in supply, coal will continue to be a key component of the primary energy mix in the country at least over the next few decades* However, coal also accounts for a large share of greenhouse gas (CHG) emissions generated by anthropogenic activities, and coal is the most carbon intensive fossil fuel. CHG emissions reduction in this carbon-constrained global environment will prove to be inevitable and the Chinese coal industry may experience significant impact from CHG emissions reduction policies.

The relationship between coal consumption and economic growth is an important issue regardless of the direction of causality. First, as coaI is an input to production process, the consumption of coal may influence economic growth. As noted by some other authors (e.g. Apcrgis and Payne.) 20  If causality flows this way, then attempts to curb CHC emissions through energy conservation may be harmful to economic growth.
Chinese economy collapse causes global nuclear war

Plate 3, Tom, East Asia Expert, Adjunct. Prof. Communications @ UCLA, 6-28-2003,
Neo-cons a bigger risk to Bush than China, Strait Times

But imagine a China disintegrating- on its own, without neo-conservative or Central Intelligence Agency prompting, much less outright military invasion because the economy (against all predictions) suddenly collapses. That would knock Asia into chaos. A massive flood of refugees would head for Indonesia and other places with poor border controls, which don’t’ want them and cant handle them; some in Japan might lick their lips at the prospect of World War II revisited and look to annex a slice of China. That would send Singapore and Malaysia- once occupied by Japan- into nervous breakdowns. Meanwhile, India might make a grab for Tibet, and Pakistan for Kashmir. Then you can say hello to World War III, Asia style. That’s why wise policy encourages Chinese stability, security and economic growth – the very direction the White House now seems to prefer. 

Ext: Coal Key to Economy

Coal is the cornerstone to Chinese economic growth- they are looking to shift towards imports 

Tu, 12-

(Kevin Jianjun,  Senior associate in the Carnegie Energy and Climate 

Program, where he leads Carnegie’s work on China’s energy and climate policies, “Understanding China’s Rising Coal Imports,” http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/china_coal.pdf ) 

China is home to the world’s second largest proven coal reserves after the United States. In addition, prior to 2009, China was a net coal exporter. Coal is a cornerstone of the Chinese economy, representing 77 percent of China’s primary energy production and fueling almost 80 percent of its electricity. Moreover, China is the world’s top coal consumer, accounting for nearly half of global consumption in 2010. 1 Over the past decade, China’s domestic coal output has more than doubled while its coal imports have increased by a factor of 60—the country’s dependence on other nations’ coal exports is growing. 2 In 2009, the global coal market witnessed a dramatic realignment as China burst onto the scene, importing coal from as far away as Colombia and the United States. With 182 million tons (Mt) of coal sourced from overseas suppliers in 2011, China has overtaken Japan as the world’s top coal importer. 3 Moreover, as the world’s top coal consumer, China’s imports could rise significantly again by 2015. 4 Given the enormous size of China’s domestic coal reserves, why is China moving to import coal from abroad instead of producing all its needs domestically? Might this phenomenon be as superfluous and foolhardy as carrying coals to Newcastle, England’s major exporter of coal in the fifteenth century? Newcastle, after all, had more coal than anywhere else. Several factors could be contributing to China’s sudden entrance into coal import markets, including transportation bottlenecks, environmental and safety considerations, economic factors, and concerns about depleting coking coal reserves. Gaining a thorough understanding of the paradigm shift under way in the international coal trade requires exploring these factors in order to develop policies to best manage burgeoning coal imports in China and beyond. China’s move to import increasing amounts of coal to add to its vast stores of domestic reserves will influence the global economy, geopolitics, and the environment. Effective policy tools and governance structures will be needed for China to manage its coal use and for the international community to deal  with repercussions from the burgeoning coal import markets. The outlook for effective policy responses is premised on new knowledge and assessment of coal trade, production, and consumption patterns: First, China will need to enhance its coal value chain—from coal mining to preparation, transport, and end use—to improve efficiency, reduce the environmental and carbon footprint of coal, and address safety in the face of China’s increased global coal utilization and trade. Second, it will be important to gain a better understanding of the relative costs and benefits of China’s emerging coal trade and the differences among Chinese mining companies and between Chinese and foreign mining operations regarding mining practices, regulatory oversight, and operations. Third, the parallels underpinning energy and climate concerns in the United States and China could serve as the impetus for more bilateral cooperation on common coal conditions. Finally, oversight over growing global coal markets could be organized through new governance structures—international forums, regulations and standards, fiscal measures, and information—spearheaded by major coal export and import nations. China’s recent move from being a net coal exporter to a net coal importer portends significant changes on the global stage, especially in terms of climate change. Understanding China’s rising coal imports is crucial for managing their global impact 

Coal is key to Chinese economy

Holmes, 11

(Frank, CEO and Chief Invest­ment Offi­cer, U.S. Global Investors “Coal Use in China Shines Light on Growth,” http://advisoranalyst.com/glablog/tag/coal-prices/) 

Coal pow­ers the Chi­nese econ­omy. The coun­try is the world’s largest con­sumer, gob­bling up nearly half of the world’s coal con­sump­tion in 2009. Coal accounted for 71 per­cent of China’s energy in 2008—more than three times the United States’ share. The Elec­tric­ity Coun­cil esti­mates that the country’s coal demand will reach 1.92 bil­lion tons in 2011, up nearly 10 per­cent from 2010. China hasn’t always been such a glut­ton for coal. In fact, coal con­sump­tion actu­ally declined from 1996 to 2000. How­ever, con­sump­tion has shot up 180 per­cent since then and China accounted for 80 per­cent of demand growth between 1990 and 2010, accord­ing to BP. This is because demand for elec­tric­ity exploded over that time. China’s rapid urban­iza­tion and ris­ing mid­dle class has led to an expo­nen­tial num­ber of new refrig­er­a­tors, air con­di­tion­ers and other appli­ances in homes.
**Answers

China cutting dependence on coal anyway

Bloomberg 3/22 (“China To Restrict Coal Demand, Output To 3.9 Billion Tons,” March 22, 2012, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-03-22/china-to-restrict-

coal-demand-output-to-3-9-billion-tons.html) 

China, the world’s biggest user and producer of coal, will limit domestic output and consumption of the commodity in the five years through 2015 to reduce pollution and curb reliance on the fuel.

Production and demand will be restricted to about 3.9 billion metric tons a year by 2015, according to a five-year plan for the coal industry released by the National Energy Administration at a briefing in Beijing today. The nation produced about 3.8 billion tons in 2011, according to Helen Lau, a Hong Kong-based analyst at UOB-Kay Hian Ltd.

