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***Affirmative Updates***

2AC Platinum DA

1. Non-Unique: Platinum prices are dropping 

Bespoke Invest Group 6/21 (Qualified Investment Company; “Platinum to Gold Ratio Declines”, 6/21/11, http://seekingalpha.com/article/275938-platinum-to-gold-ratio-declines, FAK)
 As gold has rallied over the past week or so, platinum has gone in the opposite direction. As shown in the first two charts below, gold remains in a nice long-term uptrend and close to all-time highs. Platinum, on the other hand, is currently closer to its lows of the last six months than its highs.  This recent divergence between gold and platinum has caused the ratio of platinum to gold to drop by quite a bit. As shown below, the current ratio is just 1.13, which means platinum is trading at 1.13 times the price of gold. Throughout the 2000s, platinum traded at around twice the price of gold. Once the financial crisis hit, however, the ratio collapsed as platinum significantly underperformed gold. This is largely due to the fact that platinum actually has an industrial use, while gold is simply a currency/inflation play. When the economy went in the tank, demand for platinum declined while demand for gold as a protection play soared. The ratio did bounce back after dropping below 1 as the economy recovered from the recession, but it has now been trending lower for more than a year. 

2. Empirically denied: prices were low before the REM shortage and South Africa’s economy was completely fine.

3. Alternative causes to the African instability- Drought.

The NY Times 7/5 (Qualified News Source; “Africa Drought Endangers Millions”, 7/5/11, http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2011/07/05/05climatewire-africa-drought-endangers-millions-22493.html, FAK)

Emergency relief workers are getting increasingly alarmed at the scale of a slow-moving disaster in the Horn of Africa, where months of dry weather is said to be threatening famine and a new humanitarian crisis. Last week U.N. agencies monitoring a severe drought in Somalia, Ethiopia, Kenya and Djibouti increased the volume on existing warnings over food shortages in the region, a consequence, they say, of an unprecedented dry spell, instability and higher global food prices. Reports suggest parts of Somalia may already be on the verge of famine, a repeat of the emergency situation that occurred when the central government collapsed there two decades ago. Officials in the field are reporting adults from Somalia turning up in camps in Ethiopia and Kenya showing signs of severe malnutrition, with some even dying shortly after they arrive. In April officials estimated that up to 8 million people in the region will be in need of emergency food aid as a consequence of the drought. That number has now been increased to 10 or 11 million in urgent need. The U.N.'s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is calling it the worst drought the region has experienced the early 1950s. And the problem is made much more difficult by the continuing anarchy and civil strife in most of Somalia, coupled with cross-border raids and violence between pastoral communities in the Ethiopian-Kenyan border. 
4. The link is inevitable- the platinum market is about to become unstable

Daniels Trading 6-29 (Investment Trading Firm; “Platinum, palladium futures perform steadily”, 6/29/11, http://www.danielstrading.com/resources/news/General-Financial-News/Platinum-palladium-futures-perform-steadily_800541105/, DB)
Platinum and palladium, two precious metals that also are valuable for auto manufacturing and other industrial uses, are rising in price but might encounter rough waters, according to Dow Jones Newswires. Platinum prices will endure a measure of volatility during the next 180 days, David Brown, chief executive officer of Impala Platinum, told the news source. The same forces that drive other precious metals like gold and silver also are in play with platinum. The market reacts to the sovereign debt crisis and Greece's efforts to emerge from it. Also impacting precious metal prices are slowdowns in the U.S. and China, the world's top two economies. 

5. Empirically denied- Africa has been unstable for a while with the civil wars in Libya and other countries. The impacts have still not been triggered.

Non-Unique: Platinum prices have dropped due to weaker car sales.

 Holmes 6-24-11 (Frank; CEO and chief investment officer of U.S. Global Investors, Inc., “Supply Issues Are Driving Platinum Prices”, 6/24/11,  http://seekingalpha.com/article/276522-supply-issues-are-driving-platinum-prices, FAK)
 Following a substantial 90 percent increase since the financial crisis, platinum prices have been sluggish. During the first six months of 2011, the metal gained only a few basis points. Platinum has significantly lagged silver (up 15.72 percent) and gold (up 7.72 percent), but has outpaced palladium, its closest relative. In recent days, the market has discounted the metal because of weaker car sales in the U.S. According to the Wall Street Journal, Japan’s earthquake shut down car production, and higher vehicle prices and continued bad news about the U.S. economy prevented consumers from purchasing cars. 

2AC China Soft Power DA

Non-Unique: China’s soft power is on the decline

UPI 6/28 (Qualified News Source; "China's soft-power hurdle”, 6/28/11, http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Analysis/Walker/2011/06/28/Walkers-World-Chinas-soft-power-hurdle/UPI-39731309267283/?spt=hs∨=an, FAK) 

Surging with self-confidence after navigating the global financial crisis, China has been throwing its weight around in the South China Sea, alarming Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia and Brunei with its insistence that the whole sea and its mineral wealth belong to China. Japan has been shaken by some minor clashes over other disputed islands, and India frets over China's apparent plans to start building dams in Tibet near the source of the Brahmaputra River, which supplies about a third of northern India's water. China's impressive investments in Africa have become controversial, since so many of the jobs in construction are going to imported Chinese workers rather than Africans. China's readiness to do business with unsavory regimes does not go down quite as well in the age of the democratic upsurge of the Arab Spring as it did before. China's latest clampdown on various dissidents and on the Internet (while also being blamed for many cyberattacks) has caused alarm. The United Nations startled Chinese diplomats with its recent press release expressing concerns over China's "recent wave of enforced disappearances." 

East Asia is and will remain stable

Pellerin 6/23 (Cheryl; BS, science journalism (cum laude), University of Maryland 1987. Graduate course, literary journalism, UMd 1989, “Gates: U.S. committed to robust presence in East Asia”, 6/23/11, http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/Gates-U-S-committed-to-robust-presence-in-East-1436423.php, FAK)

The United States remains committed to maintaining a robust forward presence in the East Asian region, Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates said. Gates and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton met with Japanese Foreign Minister Takeaki Matsumoto and Defense Minister Toshimi Kitazawa for the first U.S.-Japan Security Consultative Committee Meeting held since 2007. The meetings, informally known as the 2+2 ministerial, underscore the strength of the U.S.-Japan security alliance and its role as the cornerstone of stability in the region. Discussions during this year's meeting focused on the most critical challenges facing the Asia-Pacific region, Gates said. “Those include the denuclearization of North Korea, supporting continued progress in Afghanistan, and maritime security,” he said. 

Chinese soft power strategies fail- multiple reasons

Walker 6-28-11 [Martin, UPI Editor Emeritus, “China's soft-power hurdle,” http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Analysis/Walker/2011/06/28/Walkers-World-Chinas-soft-power-hurdle/UPI-39731309267283/?spt=hs&or=an]

China's latest clampdown on various dissidents and on the Internet (while also being blamed for many cyberattacks) has caused alarm. The United Nations startled Chinese diplomats with its recent press release expressing concerns over China's "recent wave of enforced disappearances." Doubtless China will learn from this, even as it navigates the preliminary phases of the transition of power to the next generation of leaders, a process that may help explain the latest crackdown on dissidents, human-rights lawyers and other activists. And doubtless China's astute deployment of its massive wealth to investments and various causes overseas will also pay dividends. But the fact remains that China may well be influencing people, and it has a highly impressive record of economic management to flaunt, but it is not exactly winning friends. Joseph Nye of Harvard's Kennedy School of Government invented the concept of soft power, as opposed to the hard power of coercion. He defined it as the ability to get other people and countries to want what you want. China has yet to show it understands the distinction. It is in Beijing's own interest -- as well as the world's -- that the Chinese leadership learns this quickly. 

Chinese soft power is a disguise for military aggression- they won’t rise peacefully

Pamintuan 6-17-11 [Ana, Business Helpdesk Specialist at TELUS International Philippines, “Peaceful rise?” http://www.philstar.com/Article.aspx?articleId=696915&publicationSubCategoryId=64]

China, circa 21st century, likes to portray itself as a “soft power” whose “peaceful rise” should not threaten the world. That portrayal becomes suspect each time Chinese military activities in the South China Sea raise the hackles of its neighbors with claims over some of the areas. Earlier this week Beijing reassured the world that it did not intend to use force in staking its territorial claim. What the other claimants see, however, is not so much force but stealth, with facilities being constructed and markers installed on disputed territory when the Chinese think no one is looking, and with the activities occasionally backed by military power. What happened to maintaining the status quo under the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea? Several Chinese journalists and foreign observers in China have told me that Beijing’s diplomatic and military objectives are not always in sync. With the approaching leadership change in China, its military is flexing its muscles, in the process undoing much of the country’s diplomatic gains in recent years. Beijing is most sensitive about criticisms of its human rights record and territorial issues involving Taiwan, Tibet, and yes, the Spratlys. During their 60th National Day celebrations, Chinese officials in Beijing emphasized that they were not interested in becoming a superpower and that their military capability was way behind that of the Americans. 
Non-unique- current Chinese strategies are increasing US influence

Pamintuan 6-17-11 [Ana, Business Helpdesk Specialist at TELUS International Philippines, “Peaceful rise?” http://www.philstar.com/Article.aspx?articleId=696915&publicationSubCategoryId=64]

Now that China has become the second largest economy, it is trying to develop the J-20 aircraft with stealth capability and preparing to deploy within the year its first aircraft carrier. Acquired from the Ukraine and refurbished, the ship is no USS Carl Vinson. But an aircraft carrier would considerably raise China’s naval presence in its own backyard. Compared with the world’s major oceans, the South China Sea is a pretty small backyard. But Chinese behavior in the region is being closely watched by countries outside Asia for hints of whether the economic powerhouse would be a responsible member of the community of nations. Chinese activities are making countries in the region reinforce alliances with the United States. In a recent visit to Singapore, outgoing US Defense Secretary Robert Gates promised that his government would guard shipping lanes in the region, deploy high-tech surveillance gadgets and weaponry, and generally expand its military presence to protect its Asian allies even in cyberspace. New littoral combat ships or LCS, light enough to patrol shallow coastal waters, will soon be deployed in the region. 
2AC Spending DA

Non-Unique: deficit won’t be cut—the sides are divided.

Associated Press 7/1 (Qualified News Source; “No give, no take in debt crisis”, 7/1/11, http://www.chieftain.com/news/local/no-give-no-take-in-debt-crisis/article_0e6f1a78-a3a1-11e0-b196-001cc4c03286.html, FAK) 

The Senate on Thursday canceled its planned July Fourth recess in an attempt to trim huge federal deficits and avoid a government default. Partisan divisions remained razor sharp as the clock ticked toward an Aug. 2 deadline that may in fact be earlier than that, and there was no indication the two sides had progressed in resolving their chief disagreement. Democrats insist that a deficit-cutting package of deep spending cuts also include higher taxes for the wealthiest Americans and fewer tax breaks for oil companies. Republicans say any such agreement would be defeated in Congress, a point Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., made anew when he invited Obama to meet with GOP lawmakers at the Capitol on Thursday afternoon. 

The impact is empirically denied- we’ve had deficits for forever and it hasn’t collapsed the economy

2AC Debt Ceiling DA

Non-Unique: no bipartisan compromise now

LA Times 7/5 (Qualified News Source; “Mitch McConnell re-invites Obama to meet with Senate Republicans”, 7/5/11, http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-pn-obama-senate-gop-20110705,0,3221626.story?track=rss, FAK)  
McConnell invited the president to meet with the Senate GOP last week -- an invitation that the White House declined. Democratic leaders have said they expect Obama to meet with them this week on the Hill, but the White House has not yet confirmed that visit. In extending a new offer to meet this week, the Kentucky senator encouraged Obama to "hear what can actually pass here in Congress." The White House and Congress are at an impasse in deficit-reduction talks as Republicans demand steep budget cuts in exchange for their votes to raise the nation's $14.3-trillion debt limit. The White House wants new revenue by closing tax loopholes on corporations and wealthy Americans. The nation risks a potential catastrophic federal default if the government's borrowing capacity is not extended by Aug. 2. The White House wants an agreement by July 22 -- ahead of a possible default deadline. 
Non-Unique: Republicans do not want to work on the debt ceiling crisis 

LA Times 6/29 (Qualified News Source; “GOP chilly to Obama's call to deal with debt ceiling, skip the fireworks”, 6/29/11, http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jun/29/news/la-pn-obama-news-conference-gop-reax-20110629, FAK)
Republicans and Democrats are split over how to deal with the debt increase coupled with spending cuts. Republicans have ruled out any tax increase, and Democrats insist on what they call a balanced approach that would include revenue increases such as ending some tax breaks. Republicans also argue for deep restructuring of entitlement programs such as Medicare and Medicaid opposed by Democrats. Talks seemingly broke down last week when Republicans called for Obama to take a more personal role. At his news conference, Obama defended his participation, saying he and administration had been working on the issue. He called on the Republicans to exert leadership to deal with political sacred cows and come to an agreement. 
General Politics Answers- Space popular

No link: people actually want to go into space—space shuttle is proof.

San Jose Mercury News 7/2 (Qualified News Source; "NASA's space shuttle program ends this month: Does anybody care?", 7/2/11, http://www.mercurynews.com/science/ci_18399023, FAK) 
Such efforts require public passion and government support, and this gap in manned missions has some worried that Americans may not have the right stuff anymore. The shuttle "was the one good thing we had going for us as a country," said April Thompson, a San Francisco financial adviser who suggests that ending the program "has silenced the one truly altruistic venture the United States can say was their own. "The idea that we went to the moon and didn't find a Starbucks, so why should we bother going back is a sad, sad day for American culture in general," she added. "If we don't keep going, I think future generations will look at this generation and see an opportunity lost." 
Turn:  space exploration gets bipartisan support

NY Times 4/15/10 (Qualified News Source; “Obama Vows Renewed Space Program”, 4/15/10, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/16/science/space/16nasa.html, FAK)
Whether appeals for loyalty from Democrats would succeed in gaining Congressional support is unclear. NASA has traditionally received strong support from both political parties, and the opposition to Mr. Obama’s plans has also been bipartisan. Ms. Kosmas, for example, is a co-sponsor of a bill to extend operations of the space shuttles, and Mr. Nelson has pushed for continued work on Constellation rockets as precursors to a heavy-lift rocket. “I’m encouraged,” Mr. Nelson said, although he said he would continue pushing to continue development of the Constellation rockets.
2AC European Union CP

Perm- do both

The EU can’t afford asteroid mining- with or without even the biggest private sectors

Chao 2001 (Jennifer Chao, CHRISTINE LUCASSEN, January 23, “REAPING THE BENEFITS OF OUTER SPACE”, lexis) 
Decades ago, space exploration was all about pushing back the frontier of mankind. But ask scientist Angelo Atzei at the European Space Research & Technology Centre (ESTEC) what space development entails nowadays, and one hears aspirations that are more earthbound. Talking enthusiastically about Europe's space programme, Atzei said there has been a major shift to treat space as a launch pad for job creation, social benefits and financial gains for EU member states in recent years. Atzei, who heads ESTEC's technology harmonisation and strategy division, detailed some of the earthly benefits. Materials that were created for space infrastructures are now being used to make lighter sports cars and airplanes. Satellite technology is also being used for tele-work, tele-education and tele-medicine. And space solar generators that provide energy to satellites are being utilised to replace nuclear and oil energy sources on earth. 'Space missions today have to generate benefits on earth,' said Atzei. 'EU member states are making it clear that they need to justify their investments in space. That justification has to be benefits for society and for industries. Space programmes have to make money for the private sector.' The space industry will be worth between euro 5 bn and euro 6 bn to European companies in 2001, said Atzei. He added that around euro 2.6 bn is directly generated by programmes by the European Space Agency (ESA). In November, ESA and the EU adopted a common strategy for space, ushering in a new phase in which space will become an integral part of Europe's political and economic interests. The new strategy identified three major areas of concentration, including new efforts to seize market opportunities in space-related sectors such as satellite communications, IT, and satellite navigation and positioning. ESTEC, located on the edge of this Dutch coastal town, is the scientific arm of the ESA, which is funded by European countries and Canada. ESTEC's laboratories provide technical support to ESA space missions and develop new space technology. Famous for its satellite test facilities, the complex also contains Europe's largest space simulator. A 32-year veteran in space development, Atzei, who hails from Sardinia, chided himself for being too much of a dreamer at times. Sitting in his office against the backdrop of a big periodic chart of the atoms, the 62-year-old Atzei said: 'I understood what was important for society was not only the dream of exploring space but also to be able to change day-to-day life.' One example of such public-friendly application is the use of earth-observation satellites to predict natural disasters like earthquakes or floods before they strike. Other technology which could detect troops movements could also be used to bolster EU security, or for peacekeeping missions, added Atzei, who is a physicist. These are worthy endeavours, but some scientists and entrepreneurs say they just want to cash in on outer space. The US company SpaceDev, for example, claims to be the world's first publicly traded commercial space exploration company. It wants to eventually provide customers with smaller commercial space missions, satellites and spacecraft at an 'affordable' price. 'Any country, any company, any person who can afford a private jet or mega yacht can now afford their own deep space mission to the moon, to an asteroid or to Mars,' claims SpaceDev's founder Jim Bensen on the company's website. Bensen and others want to mine asteroids which are known to be rich in precious metals. That is just the tip of the iceberg. If Bensen and the likes of him get their way, an extraterrestrial economy could be underway. Scientists are already studying how mining asteroids could impact the global metals market. Such blatant, profit-driven enterprises might incense some scientists, but a mild-mannered Atzei was supportive. ESTEC also has plans to exploit space's rich resources, albeit for more altruistic purposes, like building huge power plants in space to transmit energy to poorer nations. But the kind of technology needed to exploit space's resources is still non-existent or astronomically expensive. 'We do not have economical and reliable space transport which would enable us to recover those materials,' said Atzei, adding full-scale commercialisation of space will not happen this century . What is a reality is ESA's Mars Express Mission. Atzei conceded that Europe lacks the money and the expertise to put a man on Mars. But scientists at ESTEC will develop space robots that will land on Mars to set up the infrastructures needed for the eventual arrival of astronauts. The first such robotic mission to Mars is expected in two years. But the actual manned voyage will not likely happen before 2015, said a gloomy Atzei. 'Mars is not a priority on any government's agenda. ' 

European Union is a sitting duck- China, US, India, and others will surpass its progress by 2020
Aviation Week & Space Technology 7 (Pierre Sparaco, April 30, “European Blockage”, lexis) 

Aviation Week & Space Technology

In the aftermath of the Airbus A380 debacle, two major questions remain: Can Europe Inc. expect to become a strong reality if economic nationalism reigns unchecked? And will so-called cultural divergences eventually vanish and enable efficient cross-border governance to finally emerge? While industry executives, politicians and union leaders are still scrutinizing the Airbus file, equally serious concerns are coming to light on Europe's space scene. The Galileo satellite navigation system is in trouble: A battle between industry and government stakeholders, as well as other unresolved issues, could trigger a service-entry slip to the second half of 2012. This is even worse than predictions unveiled last month (AW&ST Mar. 19/26, p. 46). Members of European Satellite Navigation Industries (ESNI) can't seem to speak with a single voice. They are still arguing about some of the key participants' prerogatives and, moreover, they have second thoughts about the system's profitability. Obviously, such 11th-hour questions should have been discussed before signing a contract. European Transport Commissioner Jacques Barrot now expects solutions to be devised and ratified no later than June, but he can't threaten contractors to return to square one and issue an all-new request for proposals. Galileo is in the hands of a monopoly industrial grouping, and no alternative solution could be submitted to the European Union. Not surprisingly, rivals such as EADS Astrium and Thales Alenia Space find it difficult to work together, while Spanish and German politicians are trying to increase their nations' role and influence in the consortium. In the broad view, Europe appears to be in serious trouble spacewise--beyond just Galileo or international undertakings. A newly released report prepared by the upper and lower houses of the French parliament stresses that current roadblocks should be tackled immediately in preparation for an all-new space vision covering the next decades. French M.P. Christian Cabal and Sen. Henri Revol, who lead a science and technology working group, assert that European space is simply "invisible." They say the choice is crystal clear: Be bold or decline. U.S. space funding is four times higher than European countries' combined budgets, not to mention Europe's tiny military space procurement. This is no longer tolerable, warn Cabal and Revol. In addition to NASA's wide-ranging ambitions, including a new lunar initiative, new space powers are rising on the horizon and will rapidly challenge Europe's seat in the second row. Two years ago, China launched its first astronaut into orbit, and it now plans to land on the Moon in 2020. India seeks to join the human spaceflight club no later than 2014, while Japan also has great ambitions. This means Europe can't remain still, note Cabal and Revol. They add that Galileo and the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security effort largely deserve priority funding. However, Galileo is not suffering from tight budget constraints, technical difficulties or lack of vision: Worse than that, Galileo has been stricken by an Airbus-like disease. After reinventing international collaboration and joint ventures and achieving considerable successes, major segments of Europe's aerospace industry are in a deadlock. Cooperation apparently has reached its limit. Gerard Brachet, former director general of the French space agency and now a consultant, believes Galileo is experiencing rather conventional setbacks. But beyond technicalities, the program is facing a serious crisis, he acknowledges. Adopting a rather optimistic stance, Brachet adds that this is the first time a concessionary agreement involves the EU and multiple contractors. In the past, the EU signed only bilateral protocols--such as the agreement governing the Chunnel underwater tunnel joining France and the U.K. True Europeans hope the Chunnel's failure--a great idea turned into a financial disaster--will not be repeated by Galileo. However, once again, history lessons are being ignored. Galileo needs a strong, undisputed prime contractor, ESNI requires an outspoken top executive, and contractors must take reasonable risks. Moreover, the participating countries' governments should adopt a broader view and abandon their bad habits--including outdated nationalism. In the meantime, Galileo's current industrial blockage is the worst disappointment of the past several years. 
ESA would be a liability- insufficient funding and incomparable to NASA’s budget

Aviation Week & Space Technology 2006 (Pierre Sparaco, January 2, “SPACE MISJUDGMENT”, lexis) 

Aviation Week & Space Technology

Narrow political views, tight budget constraints and a lack of long-term vision are disrupting Europe's space ambitions. Last month's European space summit held in Berlin, although officially described as a new start, failed to pave the way for long-overdue broader goals. Dutch Economics Minister Laurens-Jan Brinkhorst, who chaired the summit, believes that the Europeans no longer underestimate the strategic dimension of space (AW&ST Dec. 12, 2005, p. 66). He is partly right, since European space initiatives are no longer deteriorating, but like most of his peers, he nevertheless tends to ignore the fact that Europe's space spending remains far below the required level. Moreover, Europe still hesitates to declare complete space independence. Maintaining close links with the U.S. certainly remains a prerequisite to a successful European space policy, while close ties with other space-minded nations like Japan and India in the last few years have evolved into an obvious priority. However, Europe should further expand its ambitions, and boost spending well beyond current limits. In other words, the European Space Agency (ESA) should gradually become NASA's equal in terms of funding. This is definitely not out of reach. Doing so, Europe would achieve unrestricted space sovereignty. In the last few months, the course of events has shown that ESA's increasingly solid links with the European Commission can help. The long-awaited launch of the Galileo satellite navigation system and the forthcoming Global Monitoring for Environment and Security program clearly indicate that Europe can afford independent access to critical space activities. If they speak with a single voice, the EU's 25 member states could devise a stronger strategy and follow an innovative path. Today, however, exclusive of national defense initiatives, ESA can count on no more than $3 billion per year, a fraction of NASA's budget, not to mention the Pentagon's massive space procurement spending. In addition, international collaboration can prove expensive and counterproductive: Europe spends nearly $400 million per year to maintain the International Space Station's Columbus laboratory. Based on a decision taken 20 years ago, the sophisticated nine-metric-ton module cost nearly $3 billion to develop and build, but may never leave the Earth.
2AC Alaska Mining CP

Already plans to mine Alaska, case impacts still not solved

EPLER 2010 (Patti, staff writer for Alaskan Dispatch, Rare earth elements: Alaska’s resource future?, Alaskan Dispatch, http://www.alaskadispatch.com/article/rare-earth-elements-alaska-s-resource-future, P. Sipe)
Rare earth minerals are so rare you probably couldn't name one unless you'd been forced to memorize the periodic table in chemistry class. But Gov. Sean Parnell sees the future of Alaska in pockets of dysprosium, terbium, yttrium and other obscure rare earths that might be buried around the state. His proposed budget for fiscal year 2012 includes $500,000 for a strategic assessment of rare earth elements, or REEs, in the hopes of someday wresting business away from China, which now controls 97 percent of the rare earth production and export market. "I see a day when we can unlock a new set of resources for our nation," Parnell said in unveiling his budget proposal earlier this month. Parnell is hoping to take advantage of a resurgence of interest in REEs, which have become vital components in cell phones, computer hard drives, solar cells, wind turbines, hybrid vehicles and other clean energy technology. As the demand for REEs grows, the supply is starting to dwindle, mainly because China is cutting back on its production, some believe in an effort to drive the cost up.
***Kritik Answers***

***Negative Updates***

Resource Wars Unlikely
Resource wars are unlikely

David G. Victor, 11/14/07 [Asia Times Online, “What resource wars?” http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Global_Economy/IK14Dj02.html] 

Resource wars are largely back in vogue within the US threat industry because of China's spectacular rise. Brazil, India, Malaysia and many others that used to sit on the periphery of the world economy are also arcing upward. This growth is fueling a surge in world demand for raw materials. Inevitably, these countries have looked overseas for what they need, which has animated fears of a coming clash with China and other growing powers over access to natural resources. Within the next three years, China will be the world's largest consumer of energy. Yet, it's not just oil wells that are working harder to fuel China, so too are chainsaws. Chinese net imports of timber nearly doubled from 2000 to 2005. The country also uses about one-third of the world's steel (around 360 million tons), or three times its 2000 consumption.  Even in coal resources, in which China is famously well-endowed, China became a net importer in 2007. Across the board, the combination of low efficiency, rapid growth and an emphasis on heavy industry - typical in the early stages of industrial growth - have combined to make the country a voracious consumer and polluter of natural resources. America, England and nearly every other industrialized country went through a similar pattern, though with a human population that was much smaller than today's resource-hungry developing world.  Among the needed resources, oil has been most visible. Indeed, Chinese state-owned oil companies are dotting Africa, Central Asia and the Persian Gulf with projects aimed to export oil back home. The overseas arm of India's state oil company has followed a similar strategy - unable to compete head-to-head with the major Western companies, it focuses instead on areas where human-rights abuses and bad governance keep the major oil companies at bay and where India's foreign policy can open doors. To a lesser extent, Malaysia engages in the same behavior. The American threat industry rarely sounds the alarm over Indian and Malaysian efforts, though, in part because those firms have less capital to splash around and mainly because their stories just don't compare with fear of the rising dragon.  These efforts to lock up resources by going out fit well with the standard narrative for resource wars - a zero-sum struggle for vital supplies. But will a struggle over resources actually lead to war and conflict? To be sure, the struggle over resources has yielded a wide array of commercial conflicts as companies duel for contracts and ownership. State-owned China National Offshore Oil Corporation's (CNOOC) failed bid to acquire US-based Unocal - and with it Unocal's valuable oil and gas supplies in Asia - is a recent example. But that is hardly unique to resources - similar conflicts with tinges of national security arise in the control over ports, aircraft engines, databases laden with private information and a growing array of advanced technologies for which civilian and military functions are hard to distinguish. These disputes win and lose some friendships and contracts, but they do not unleash violence.  Most importantly, China's going-out strategy is unlikely to spur resource wars because it simply does not work, a lesson the Chinese are learning. Oil is a fungible commodity, and when it is sourced far from China it is better to sell (and buy) the oil on the world market. The best estimates suggest that only about one-tenth of the oil produced overseas by Chinese investments (so-called "equity oil") actually makes it back to the country. So, thus far, the largest beneficiaries of China's strategy are the rest of the world's oil consumers - first and foremost the United States - who gain because China subsidizes production.
Solvency Answers- Robotics fail

Asteroid mining robotics are difficult

Space Wealth, /02/14/11, (“Is Profitable Asteroid Mining a Pragmatic Goal?”, http://spacewealth.org/files/Is-P@M-Pragmatic-2011-02-23.pdf) 

Advanced robotics is the key to profitable asteroid mining. Semiconductor and nanoscale hardware appears likely to sustain the exponential growth of Moore’s Law for decades. Robotic miners can draw on this growing power—if we can get new computational technology off planet and to the target asteroids. Robotic miners face many challenges. They must manage exponential complexity (a by-product of growing computational power), survive the environmental rigors of space, and execute the physically demanding work of hard-rock mining. They need to be logically robust and physically tough: able to process tonnes of rock while utilizing gigawatts of power. Nontrivial engineering, to be sure. The training required to design, build, program, and operate these robots is also far from trivial, as anyone who has assimilated an “undergraduate” robotics text can attest. Governments can raise the appeal of such a challenging educational career by making a clear commitment to extraterrestrial resource development. Fundamental robotics R&D can also benefit a wide range of terrestrial industries.

Solvency Answers- Violates international law

Asteroid Mining violates international law

Bergstein 2005, Brian Bergstein - (The Courier Mail) (Queensland, Australia September 22, “Space invaders eye off Mars”, lexis)  
As the company gains expertise, it expects to sell consulting services to aerospace companies or NASA. It also envisions getting work designing Mars sets for movies and Mars rides for amusement parks. Meanwhile, it plans to construct a mock-up of its Mars home and begin selling tickets to it by 2007. Potential sites in Colorado, Florida and New Mexico are being considered. The company's business plan estimates these varied projects would bring in $44.67 million in revenue in 2010, including $9.2 million in gate receipts at the tourist site.
Profits before taxes, depreciation and amortisation are forecast at $1.84 million as early as next year, and $39.02 million in 2010. Even if that flies, then what? A company worth $44.67 million probably isn't in a great position to begin launching rockets into space. Homnick says 4Frontiers would probably "stay incremental" through the early 2010s, perhaps getting involved in robotic surveys of the surface of Mars or asteroid mining. HOWEVER, projects like that -- and perhaps even settling Mars -- might require some clarity in space law. The 1967 Outer Space Treaty declared that the "exploration and use" of outer space and celestial bodies "shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interest of all countries". While that's not exactly the traditional language of private enterprise, some space scholars say it leaves room for commercial projects.

Rocket launches destroy the environment

Rocket Launches increases warming:

The Christian Science Monitor October 25, 2010 http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezproxy.samford.edu/hottopics/lnacademic/? “Will space tourists be Earth polluters? Scientists sound a warning.;  As firms prepare to launch the space tourism business, one study warns that the soot from the suborbital crafts' hybrid rocket motors could collect in the stratosphere and warm the poles.”
A new study suggests that projected increases in so-called suborbital flights - including space tourism launches - will boost the amount of soot in the stratosphere, measurably changing climate. The soot comes from hybrid rocket motors, which burn a rubbery solid fuel, aided by a gas "oxidizer" as a stand-in for oxygen. By contrast, many liquid-fueled rockets burn oxygen and hydrogen, which produces a cleaner exhaust. According to the results, temperatures in the region around the launch site would likely cool slightly as the high-altitude soot blocked some sunlight. But the soot would spread around the globe, warming the stratosphere and touching off changes in its circulation that would bring additional warming to the poles. If demand for suborbital flights grows to levels some in the industry project by 2020, black carbon's climate effect could rival the impact from soot coming from all the world's trains, trucks, and heavy construction equipment, the researchers calculate. The study represents an initial look at the issue, cautions Martin Ross, a scientist at Aerospace Corp., an independent aerospace research firm in El Segundo, Calif., and the lead author on the research paper reporting the results. Many uncertainties remain, including the validity of traffic projections. And any potential effects, if they appear, are decades away.

Launch vehicles affect the environment

Smith 1999, (Tyrrel W. Smith, Jr., Ph.D.- TRW Space & Electronics Group) “Summary of the Impact of Launch Vehicle Exhaust and Deorbiting Space and Meteorite Debris

on Stratospheric Ozone” 30 September 1999 

Since the space program began in the late 1950’s, space missions have been conducted using

liquid propellants in a variety of launch vehicles.  The requirement for instant readiness for the

strategic missiles demanded that a storable type of fuel be used; that fuel was solid propellants.

While all launch vehicle rocket engines produce effluents that may potentially affect the

environment, effluents from solid rocket motors have received special scrutiny, since they

contain chlorine, which is known to catalytically destroy ozone in the stratosphere.  It is essential

to understand the environmental effects of the effluents from solid rocket motors to: (1) be in

compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, and Executive Order

12114 - Environmental Effects Abroad of Major Federal Actions; (2) assist in maintaining

current systems so that any deleterious environmental effects are minimized without affecting

their reliability; and (3) assist in the design of new systems with improved performance that meet cost, reliability, and environmental requirements

Launch vehicles have long term global impacts

Smith 1999, (Tyrrel W. Smith, Jr., Ph.D.- TRW Space & Electronics Group) “Summary of the Impact of Launch Vehicle Exhaust and Deorbiting Space and Meteorite Debris

on Stratospheric Ozone” 30 September 1999 

In addition to local effects, the effluents from rockets may have long term or global impacts on stratospheric ozone. These potential global impacts derive from the relatively long lifetimes of alumina particulate and chlorine (primarily as HCl) in the stratosphere. Although rocket motor emissions appear to represent a small fraction of the total anthropogenic impact on stratospheric chemistry, prudence requires a careful evaluation of this impact, particularly on stratospheric ozone.

Rockets emit large amounts of chlorine- it depletes the stratosphere 

Smith 1999, (Tyrrel W. Smith, Jr., Ph.D.- TRW Space & Electronics Group) “Summary of the Impact of Launch Vehicle Exhaust and Deorbiting Space and Meteorite Debris

on Stratospheric Ozone” 30 September 1999 

It is well known that solid-fuel rocket motors of large space launch vehicles release gases and particles that may significantly affect stratospheric ozone densities along the vehicle’s path (EIS [1977], Potter [1977], Cour-Palais [1977], Potter [1978]). Solid rocket exhaust products deplete ozone in the stratosphere in the following way. Solid propellants, which contain large amounts of chlorine containing substances, have the potential to chemically destroy ozone in the stratosphere. Normally the release of active chlorine from the solid-fuel exhaust would be slow, and most of this harmful substance would leave the atmosphere in the tropopause through natural processes such as rain. However, a series of chemical reactions at the extremely high temperatures in the rocket plume cause the immediate release of large amounts of active chlorine into a small area of the stratosphere local to the rocket plume. On a global scale, each chlorine atom released eventually causes the destruction of many thousands of ozone molecules in what is known as a catalytic cycle. In a rocket plume, each chlorine atom destroys an ozone molecule in an approximately 1:10,000 ratio. Rocket exhaust also contains aluminum oxide particles that may further accelerate ozone depletion, similar to the depletion that occurs over Antarctica due to polar stratospheric clouds. Assessments of the state of knowledge about ozone depletion have been published in various joint reports from the World Meteorological Organization and the United Nations Environment Program (WMO [1985], WMO Portions of these reports pertaining to the rocket exhaust issue are summarized in the subsequent sections of this report.

Seabed Mining CP

Text: The United States Federal Government should fund seabed mining operations in the Pacific Ocean.
CP solves the case
Yuriko Nakao - Yuko Inoue,  07/05/11, (“Huge Rare Earth Deposits Found in Pacific: Japan”, http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/05/us-rareearth-japan-idUSTRE76300320110705) 

"The deposits have a heavy concentration of rare earths. Just one square kilometer (0.4 square mile) of deposits will be able to provide one-fifth of the current global annual consumption," said Yasuhiro Kato, an associate professor of earth science at the University of Tokyo. The discovery was made by a team led by Kato and including researchers from the Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and Technology. They found the minerals in sea mud extracted from depths of 3,500 to 6,000 meters (11,500-20,000 ft) below the ocean surface at 78 locations. One-third of the sites yielded rich contents of rare earths and the metal yttrium, Kato said in a telephone interview. The deposits are in international waters in an area stretching east and west of Hawaii, as well as east of Tahiti in French Polynesia, he said. He estimated rare earths contained in the deposits amounted to 80 to 100 billion metric tons, compared to global reserves currently confirmed by the U.S. Geological Survey of just 110 million tonnes that have been found mainly in China, Russia and other former Soviet countries, and the United States. Details of the discovery were published on Monday in the online version of British journal Nature Geoscience. The level of uranium and thorium -- radioactive ingredients that are usually contained in such deposits that can pose environmental hazards -- was found to be one-fifth of those in deposits on land, Kato said. A chronic shortage of rare earths, vital for making a range of high-technology electronics, magnets and batteries, has encouraged mining projects for them in recent years. China, which accounts for 97 percent of global rare earth supplies, has been tightening trade in the strategic metals, sparking an explosion in prices. Japan, which accounts for a third of global demand, has been stung badly, and has been looking to diversify its supply sources, particularly of heavy rare earths such as dysprosium used in magnets. Kato said the sea mud was especially rich in heavier rare earths such as gadolinium, lutetium, terbium and dysprosium. "These are used to manufacture flat-screen TVs, LED (light-emitting diode) valves, and hybrid cars," he said. Extracting the deposits requires pumping up material from the ocean floor. "Sea mud can be brought up to ships and we can extract rare earths right there using simple acid leaching," he said. "Using diluted acid, the process is fast, and within a few hours we can extract 80-90 percent of rare earths from the mud." The team found that sites close to Hawaii and Tahiti were especially rich in rare earths, he said. He gave no estimate of when extraction of the materials from the seabed might start.

Seabed Mining CP- Solves REM
Seabed mining would put an end to the Chinese monopoly of REEs

Richard Meryn, 07/06/11, (“Rare Earth Mineral Discovered by Japan threat to China Monopoly?” http://www.industryleadersmagazine.com/will-japan%E2%80%99s-find-of-rare-earth-minerals-threaten-china%E2%80%99s-monopoly/) 
According to the US Geological Survey, global reserves of rare earth minerals, found primarily in the United States, China, Russia and some other parts of the former Soviet Bloc, amount to only around 110 million tonnes. A clear monopoly, even within these countries, where the mining and supply of these extremely valuable commodities is concerned, belongs to China, which is responsible for producing 97% of the world’s supply of rare earth metals. However, this could be set to change, with Japan’s recent discovery of vast deposits, likely to amount to around 100 billion tonnes, of rare earth minerals in the Pacific seabed. The viability of mining these recently found mineral deposits, however, still needs to be examined, but if logistics do work out, it would basically mean an end to China’s monopoly within this particular industry sector.
Rare Earth Shortage would be gone

BBC News, 07/04/11, (“Japan finds rare earths in Pacific seabed”, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-14009910) 
The geologists estimate that there are about a 100bn tons of the rare elements in the mud of the Pacific Ocean floor.  At present, China produces 97% of the world's rare earth metals. Analysts say the Pacific discovery could challenge China's dominance, if recovering the minerals from the seabed proves commercially viable. The British journal Nature Geoscience reported that a team of scientists led by Yasuhiro Kato, an associate professor of earth science at the University of Tokyo, found the minerals in sea mud at 78 locations."The deposits have a heavy concentration of rare earths. Just one square kilometre (0.4 square mile) of deposits will be able to provide one-fifth of the current global annual consumption," said Yasuhiro Kato, an associate professor of earth science at the University of Tokyo.  The minerals were found at depths of 3,500 to 6,000 metres (11,500-20,000 ft) below the ocean surface. 

Seabed Mining CP- AT: Environment turn

No environmental hazard to seabed mining

Richard Ingham, 07/05/11, (“Rare Earth Deposits found in Pacific” http://www.smh.com.au/environment/rare-earth-deposits-found-in-pacific-20110704-1gz88.html) 

PARIS: China's monopoly over rare earth metals could be challenged by the discovery of huge deposits of the minerals in mud on the Pacific floor, a study says. China accounts for 97 per cent of global production of 17 elements, which are essential for some weaponry, electric cars, flat-screen TVs, iPods and other consumer goods. The elements carry exotic names such as neodymium, promethium and yttrium but despite their ''rare earth'' tag are abundant in the planet's crust. Advertisement: Story continues below The problem is land deposits are thin and scattered, so few sites are easy to exploit. As a result, the 17 elements have been dubbed ''21st-century gold''. Production is almost entirely centred on China, which also has a third of the world's reserves. Another third is held by former Soviet republics, the US and Australia. A new study, published in the journal Nature Geoscience, points to a concentration of rare earth elements in thick mud at great depths on the Pacific floor. Japanese geologists studied samples from 78 sites in the Pacific, between 120 and 180 degrees longitude. Drills extracted sedimentary cores to depths more than 50 metres below the sea bed. The scientists found rich deposits in samples taken more than 2000 kilometres from the Pacific's mid-ocean ridges. Deposits at a site in the central North Pacific, an area of one square kilometre, could meet a fifth of the world's annual consumption of rare metals and yttrium, the paper says. Tests show the deposits can be removed by rinsing the mud with diluted acids, a quick process say the authors that would not have any environmental impact as long as the acids are not dumped in the ocean. A bigger question is whether the technology exists to recover the mud at such great depths and whether it would be commercially viable.The lead author, Yasuhiro Kato, a professor of economic geology and geochemistry at the University of Tokyo, said the response from mining companies was unknown, ''because nobody knows the presence of the [rare earth]-rich mud that we have discovered''.

Privates CP Solvency

NASA is biting off more than they can chew- private companies solve best

Goldstein 2006 (Sid Goldstein, Aviation Week & Space Technology, February 20, “SPACE FUNDING FOR THE FUTURE”, lexis)  
Regarding Curt Cannon's letter about humans versus robots in space (AW&ST Jan. 9, p. 6), the plan to go to the Moon and Mars once we build a shuttle replacement, while keeping the political workforce and cost-plus contracts in place, is a mistake. A better use of the NASA budget for manned space is to fund X Prize awards, performance-based goal accomplishment contracts for space transportation systems, and long-term private supply and transportation service agreements. We should pursue lunar astronomy bases, Mars exploration, asteroid/comet hazard mitigation, and directed-energy space defense systems, all at once to create the demand for commercial transportation systems. We need to have private companies building solar-power systems and helium mining on the Moon now to meet future energy needs.
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