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A.  Recent international talks have brought more credibility to Karzai’s government
MEMRI, 7-15
[The Middle East Media Research Institute, “Editorials in Afghan Dailies on the Consultative Peace Jirga”, June 15th 2010, http://www.memri.org/report/en/0/0/0/0/0/0/4377.htm#_edn5]

"Ambassador Usackas noted: 'The three-day event of the National Consultative Peace Jirga has been an important step toward stabilization and peace in Afghanistan. I look forward to working closely with the Afghan people and their government to support a peace process in Afghanistan.' "The Consultative Peace Jirga was aimed at discussing ways to bring peace to the country through negotiations with the Taliban militants. The insurgents so far have not shown any sign of willingness to negotiate with the government, which they call as the Western puppet. Critics, therefore, believe that any peace talks will not be successful unless the government gets to a vantage point.  "The Taliban militants have demonstrated strength in challenging the government and international forces even in their most fortified bases such as the Bagram airbase and Kandahar over the last month. Under such circumstances, Taliban will not relinquish the ideology of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan to embrace the Afghan constitution that runs diametrically counter to their concepts of what Afghanistan should look like. "Added to that, while U.S. military action is heating up in the southern Kandahar region, Washington also does not want President Karzai to cede what it sees as unpalatable concessions to Taliban leaders. The U.S. officials want to see the momentum shifted to compel the militants to embrace peace based on the constitution and human rights. Before the peace Jirga, a senior official said that 'The red lines here are very clear,' while reiterating that only those who renounce violence and ties to Al-Qaeda, and who abide by the Afghan constitution – including women's rights – would be acceptable. On the other hand, officials from the Obama administration have said that the process is expected to boost Karzai's credibility as true national leader: "What we hope is that this process will help demonstrate Karzai as a true national leader."   

B. Withdrawal causes Karzai to fall and the Al-Qaeda backed Taliban to take over 

Katz, ’09 

[Mark N Katz, Professor of government & politics @ George Mason University, “Assessing an Afghanistan Withdrawal” Sept 9, http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Current-Affairs/Security-Watch/Detail/?lng=en&id=105801]
Far more than what it might add to al-Qaida’s capabilities, the most important geopolitical impact of a US/NATO withdrawal from Afghanistan would be the perception of a western (read: American) defeat. Yet even in the worst case - the Taliban return to power and once again allow carte blanche to al-Qaida - the most negative geopolitical effects are more likely to be felt not by the US and Europe (which al-Qaida can attack without a base in Afghanistan since it already has bases elsewhere), but the countries neighboring and near Afghanistan: the Central Asian republics, Russia, China, India - and perhaps even Pakistan and Iran.
C. Karzai’s credibility key to reintegrating insurgents and ending terrorism

Partlow, 7-23 

[Joshua Partlow, Writer for the Washington Post and former correspondent on the Iraq war, “Minority leaders leaving Karzai's side over leader's overtures to insurgents,” July 23rd 2010, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/22/AR2010072206155.html]
Karzai spokesman Waheed Omar declined to comment on Saleh's analysis. Karzai's government has made reconciliation a top priority, and officials say they are proceeding carefully. Karzai has invited Taliban leaders to talk, but he has said insurgents must accept the constitution, renounce violence and sever their links to foreign terrorists before they can rejoin society.

D. Terrorism causes extinction

Speice, ’06 
(Speice, JD Candidate @ College of William and Mary [Patrick F. Speice, Jr., “Negligence And Nuclear Nonproliferation: Eliminating The Current Liability Barrier To Bilateral U.S.-Russian Nonproliferation Assistance Programs,” William & Mary Law Review, February 2006, 47 Wm and Mary L. Rev. 1427])

Accordingly, there is a significant and ever-present risk that terrorists could acquire a nuclear device or fissile material from Russia as a result of the confluence of Russian economic decline and the end of stringent Soviet-era nuclear security measures. 39 Terrorist groups could acquire a nuclear weapon by a number of methods, including "steal[ing] one intact from the stockpile of a country possessing such weapons, or ... [being] sold or given one by [*1438] such a country, or [buying or stealing] one from another subnational group that had obtained it in one of these ways." 40 Equally threatening, however, is the risk that terrorists will steal or purchase fissile material and construct a 
nuclear device on their own. Very little material is necessary to construct a highly destructive nuclear weapon. 41 
INC – Karzai Credibility DA [2/2]

Although nuclear devices are extraordinarily complex, the technical barriers to constructing a workable weapon are not significant. 42 Moreover, the sheer number of methods that could be used to deliver a nuclear device into the United States makes it incredibly likely that terrorists could successfully employ a nuclear weapon once it was built. 43 Accordingly, supply-side controls that are aimed at preventing terrorists from acquiring nuclear material in the first place are the most effective means of countering the risk of nuclear terrorism. 44 Moreover, the end of the Cold War eliminated the rationale for maintaining a large military-industrial complex in Russia, and the nuclear cities were closed. 45 This resulted in at least 35,000 nuclear scientists becoming unemployed in an economy that was collapsing. 46 Although the economy has stabilized somewhat, there [*1439] are still at least 20,000 former scientists who are unemployed or underpaid and who are too young to retire, 47 raising the chilling prospect that these scientists will be tempted to sell their nuclear knowledge, or steal nuclear material to sell, to states or terrorist organizations with nuclear ambitions. 48 The potential consequences of the unchecked spread of nuclear knowledge and material to terrorist groups that seek to cause mass destruction in the United States are truly horrifying. A terrorist attack with a nuclear weapon would be devastating in terms of immediate human and economic losses. 49 Moreover, there would be immense political pressure in the United States to discover the perpetrators and retaliate with nuclear weapons, massively increasing the number of casualties and potentially triggering a full-scale nuclear conflict. 50 In addition to the threat posed by terrorists, leakage of nuclear knowledge and material from Russia will reduce the barriers that states with nuclear ambitions face and may trigger widespread proliferation of nuclear weapons. 51 This proliferation will increase the risk of nuclear attacks against the United States [*1440] or its allies by hostile states, 52 as well as increase the likelihood that regional conflicts will draw in the United States and escalate to the use of nuclear weapons. 53

2NC – Uniqueness Wall
Karzai’s credibility is up 

A. Karzai’s approval rating is up
Calstrom, ’10 

[Gregg Carlstrom, Journalist, 1/12/10, “AFGHAN POLL: KARZAI'S POPULARITY SKYROCKETS,” http://www.themajlis.org/2010/01/12/afghan-poll-karzais-popularity-skyrockets]
The right/wrong direction trend, and Karzai's job approval, both look like outliers -- but maybe not. 70 percent of Afghans say their country is going in the right direction, up from 40 percent in 2009; 72 percent said Afghan president Hamid Karzai is doing a good or excellent job, up from 52 percent last year. Those jumps are both suspect. But they're not unprecedented. Consider similar polling data in the U.S.: Obama's approval rating has dropped from 68 percent to 48 percent in the last 12 months, and 36 percent say America is on the right track, up from 10 percent before Obama's inauguration.

B. He just enacted governmental reforms 

Nissenbaum & Shukoor, 7-21

[Dion Nissenbaum and Hashim Shukoor, Staff Writers for The Sacramento Bee, “Karzai: We'll be ready to begin taking control,” July 21st 2010,” http://www.sacbee.com/2010/07/21/2903655/karzai-well-be-ready-to-begin.html]

Amid tight security that shut down much of Kabul, Karzai backed new reforms designed to give his government more credibility and to empower the troubled Afghan security forces to take full control of the country by 2014. While Afghan forces prevented any major attacks on the international conference, insurgents sought to disrupt the event by firing a rocket at Kabul's airport, forcing a plane that was carrying U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to land instead at nearby Bagram Air Base.  As the conference wound down, NATO officials also announced that an Afghan army trainer had opened fire at a shooting range in northern Afghanistan, the second attack in a week. Tuesday's shooting in Mazar-e-Sharif killed two American civilians – both thought to be private security contractors training Afghan army recruits – as well as two Afghan soldiers, including the suspected attacker. The killings came a week after a rogue Afghan soldier escaped after killing three British soldiers in southern Afghanistan. America's $27 billion plan to create a reliable Afghan police force and army is considered the linchpin for President Barack Obama's plan to start scaling back U.S. forces in Afghanistan next summer. 

C. He’s experienced 

The Public Record, 7-22

[Wahid Monowar, Afghanistan's former consul general in Toronto. He currently is Afghanistan's deputy permanent representative to the United Nations in Vienna. “Important Notice, In Afghan Peace”, July 22nd 2010, http://pubrecord.org/commentary/8056/important-notice-afghan-peace/]
Second, Afghans must do their part and the United States should search options on how to sustain that. As I have mentioned before, for America, Mr. Karzai’s perplexing behavior poses a crucial challenge that represents a critical impasse for an undeviating peaceful settlement of the conflict. Nine years of Karzai’s on the job training has clarified one notion that Mr. Karzai is management material and therefore, the United States should reach out to experts who specialize in managing individuals such as Karzai, even if the Obama administration has to cross the party line to do that. The opportunity cost of winning the war outweighs its political ramification. Consequently, in American calculus, Mr.Karzai accurately fits the eluding variable of its differential equation.

2NC – Link Wall [1/2]
Withdrawal – Causes Taliban takeover – 
1. U.S. withdrawal would collapse Karzai government and lead to Taliban takeover

Haass ’10 
[Richard N. Haass, President of the Council on Foreign Relations, Director of Policy Planning for the United States Department of State and a close advisor to Secretary of State Colin Powell. The Senate approved Haass as a candidate for the position of ambassador and he has been U.S. Coordinator for the Future of Afghanistan. He succeeded George J. Mitchell as the United States Special Envoy for Northern Ireland to help the peace process in Northern Ireland, for which he received the State Department's Distinguished Service Award, “We’re Not Winning, it’s Not Worth it”,  July18th 2010, http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/18/we-re-not-winning-it-s-not-worth-it.html] 

At the other end of the policy spectrum would be a decision to walk away from Afghanistan—to complete as quickly as possible a full U.S. military withdrawal. Doing so would almost certainly result in the collapse of the Karzai government and a Taliban takeover of much of the country. Afghanistan could become another Lebanon, where the civil war blends into a regional war involving multiple neighboring states. Such an outcome triggered by U.S. military withdrawal would be seen as a major strategic setback to the United States in its global struggle with terrorists. It would also be a disaster for NATO in what in many ways is its first attempt at being a global security organization.
2. The Taliban are waiting for us to withdraw to spring back 
Nayar ’10 
[Kuldip Nayar, Syndicated columnist, “US Exit means Taliban Entry”, July 10th 2010, http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=146088] 

Yet President Obama's declaration that the US forces would begin withdrawing from next summer is tantamount to weakening "the wholehearted fight" against the Taliban. How can one fight without reservation when one declares beforehand one's decision to quit? The last time when America did so it gave birth to the Taliban government, a flagship of fundamentalism. This time the scenario could be worse because then the Taliban had not tasted power, which they did after America's withdrawal. At present, they are lying low and awaiting the departure of the American forces. The Afghanistan government is not viable. Nor has its military developed enough teeth to thwart the Taliban. What was needed was not the change in command, but a change in American policy to withdraw its forces. True, Islamabad has been able to keep New Delhi out. The latter has not taken up any new economic project. Pakistan has been able to convince America, which needs Islamabad's support the most, that Pakistan cannot fight with all its troops because it has to keep a large number of them on the border with India. 

3. Top officials in the Afghani government agree
AFP, ’09 
[AFP, “Taliban takeover if troops leave Afghanistan: Abdullah”, November 16th 2009, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jf5dFMrHejXDJJU3OIFyGXRrwgAw] 

BERLIN — The Taliban will overrun Afghanistan if international troops pull out, former Afghan presidential challenger Abdullah Abdullah warned on Monday. In an interview with the Financial Times Deutschland, Abdullah said: "Afghanistan will fall immediately into the hands of the Taliban if international forces withdraw." The prospect of US soldiers leaving the country made him "extremely worried," he continued in comments published in German.  Abdullah's comments came a day after US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said that her country was "not interested in staying in Afghanistan" and that America had "no long-term stake there." US President Barack Obama on Friday promised to announce his Afghan strategy review soon as he edges closer to a decision on reinforcing the 68,000 US troops who will be fighting in Afghanistan by the end of the year. There are currently more than 100,000 NATO and US troops based in Afghanistan, including around 4,300 German soldiers fighting in a mission that is deeply unpopular back home. Abdullah also said he supported the call of Afghan war commander General Stanley McChrystal, who wants more than 40,000 extra US troops.
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D. Karzai will have to hand over control to the Taliban or risk death 

NRO ’10 
[National Review Online, “Mixed-Signal Surge”, June 14th 2010, http://article.nationalreview.com/436208/mixed-signal-surge/the-editors]
That’s when Obama said we’d “begin the transfer of our forces out of Afghanistan.” For Obama, stuffed full of cautionary tales about LBJ and Vietnam, that was a clever way to limit his commitment and to placate his anti-war base. For the region, it was a disastrous signal communicating a lack of resolve and staying power. It gave the Taliban yet more reason to believe that they can outlast us and Karzai more reason to consider his options if we leave precipitously. In that event, he basically has three choices — get killed, flee the country, or reach a desperation-driven deal with the Taliban and the Pakistanis. He’s showing an understandable inclination toward preparing the ground for the last of these.
2NC – Taliban I/L
Karzai key to getting a peace deal with the Taliban
[Nic Robertson, CNN International Correspondent, “Karzai faces credibility balancing act after peace jirga,” June 4th 2010, http://afghanistan.blogs.cnn.com/2010/06/04/karzai-faces-credibility-balancing-act-after-peace-jirga/]
And that’s everyone’s dilemma, not just Karzai’s; it's the international community’s, too. Without credibility, Karzai can hardly lead a peace initiative, or at the very least expect the Taliban to get real about ending the fight. So without listening to his delegates - and he invited a largely loyal and moderate cross section of the country - he can’t expect to build that credibility. But, if he goes along with hard line requests he’ll struggle for international support. And if he doesn’t go along with those far-reaching requests, he’s unlikely to convince the Taliban that now is the time to make peace. Like it or not, Karzai’s fate is deeply tied to the international communities right now. Many diplomats in this city have had to swallow their misgivings about him and, while privately, they are very guarded in their expectations, at the jirga they are publicly supporting it. Quite simply, it is the best option in play for getting the vast majority of their troops back home and soon. 

Karzai’s government is committed to reconciliation efforts with the Taliban

Sify News, 7-23

[Sify News, Indian Newspaper, “US crackdown on Haqqani network to make Karzai's reconciliation task tougher,” July 23rd 2010, http://sify.com/news/us-crackdown-on-haqqani-network-to-make-karzai-s-reconciliation-task-tougher-news-international-khxnkhiffji.html]
The Haqqani Network is a Taliban-affiliated group of militants that operates out of North Waziristan Agency, Pakistan and has been spearheading insurgent activity in Afghanistan," The Dawn quoted the statement, as saying.  The official notification identified Nasiruddin as "an emissary for the Haqqani Network and brother of Sirajuddin Haqqani who leads the group with his father, Jalaluddin." "Today's designation of three senior leaders and financiers for the Taliban and its affiliated Haqqani Network builds upon Treasury's longstanding efforts to deprive these extremists of the resources they need to execute their violent activities," Adam Szubin, director of Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control, said. "We will continue to aggressively work to expose and dismantle the financial networks of terrorist groups in support of the President's goal of a stable Afghanistan," Szubin added. The Treasury Department's move has made the task of Afghan President Hamid Karzai more difficult, as he is seeking a reconciliation in the country involving all the different Taliban factions, including the Haqqani network, which has close ties with the Al-Qaeda. The Pakistan government is also said to be involved in forging an agreement between the Haqqani network and the Afghan government.

No chance of solving terrorism without a credible government in place 

Financial Times, 6-30 
[Financial Times, “Countdown Starts in Afghanistan,” June 30th 2010, http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/41c654c8-847a-11df-9cbb-00144feabdc0.html]

Unless there is a credible government presence, offering security and visible hope of a better future, this enterprise is doomed. That will be doubly true after the allies – hopefully backed by more Afghan forces than are currently fit for purpose – start to gain ground in the Kandahar campaign. The Taliban and allied insurgents will do everything to break the will of coalition governments and the Afghan people. They know they can outwait Nato, waging a war of attrition against its forces and terror against a wavering populace. That is why, as Gen Petraeus said at his confirmation hearing on Tuesday, they must be “hammered” on the battlefield – a precondition to their entering talks within constitutional boundaries. Almost everybody now knows that such talks must eventually happen. The problem is that President Karzai – to whose whims the current policy is hostage – appears to be more interested in talks aimed at securing his own future rather than that of his country.He has had a series of meetings with Pakistan’s military and spy chiefs and, reportedly, with the al-Qaeda allied Haqqani network they allow

2NC – Afghan Stability I/L

Karzai key to Afghan stability
Jacoby, ’04 
[Vice Admiral Lowell Jacoby, U.S. Navy Director, Defense Intelligence Agency, Statement For the Record Senate Armed Services Committee, February 26, 2004, http://russia.shaps.hawaii.edu/security/us/2004/20040309_jacoby.html] 

Afghanistan's new constitution was approved in early January. This paves the way for a presidential election this summer and legislative elections later this year. The show of support among Loya Jirga delegates for President Hamid Karzai bodes well for his political strength and chances in the presidential election.  Karzai's ability to use his growing political strength to encourage compliance with his reform agenda may provide long term stability, but could result in near term tensions. President Hamid Karzai remains critical to stability in Afghanistan. As a Pashtun, he remains the only individual capable of maintaining the trust of Afghanistan's largest ethnic group (Pashtuns) and support of other ethnic minorities. A Taliban insurgency that continues to target humanitarian assistance and reconstruction efforts is a serious threat, potentially eroding commitments to stability and progress in Afghanistan.

2NC – Pakistan Stability I/L
Karzai collapse will be disastrous for Pakistan stability

Khan, ’10 
[Wasif Khan, Staff writer on Foreign Policy for Dawn News, “The Karzai Conundrum”, April 14, 2010,   http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/world/03-the-karzai-conundrum-ss-08]
Yet, if Karzai’s government were to crumble following a US withdrawal, the consequences for Pakistan could be disastrous. A Taliban resurgence in Kabul would undoubtedly bolster the insurgency in Pakistan, where the military and security forces are already spread thin battling homegrown militants, and the population is reeling from frequent suicide attacks. Like all other stakeholders, for Pakistan, there are no easy solutions in Afghanistan. Perhaps one reason for optimism is that in contrast to the 1980’s, the US has indicated a firm and balanced resolve to support and engage Pakistan in the long run, at least under the Obama administration.

2NC – A2: COIN Link Turn

Even if COIN is failing Karzai will be unable to fill the power vacuum left after withdrawal

Haass, ’10 
[Richard N. Haass, president of the Council on Foreign Relations, Director of Policy Planning for the United States Department of State and a close advisor to Secretary of State Colin Powell. The Senate approved Haass as a candidate for the position of ambassador and he has been U.S. Coordinator for the Future of Afghanistan. He succeeded George J. Mitchell as the United States Special Envoy for Northern Ireland to help the peace process in Northern Ireland, for which he received the State Department's Distinguished Service Award, “We’re Not Winning, it’s Not Worth it”, July18,2010, http://www.newsweek.com/2010/07/18/we-re-not-winning-it-s-not-worth-it.html]
Today the counterinsurgency strategy that demanded all those troops is clearly not working. The August 2009 election that gave Karzai a second term as president was marred by pervasive fraud and left him with less legitimacy than ever. While the surge of U.S. forces has pushed back the Taliban in certain districts, the Karzai government has been unable to fill the vacuum with effective governance and security forces that could prevent the Taliban’s return. So far the Obama administration is sticking with its strategy; indeed, the president went to great lengths to underscore this when he turned to Petraeus to replace Gen. Stanley McChrystal in Kabul. No course change is likely until at least December, when the president will find himself enmeshed in yet another review of his Afghan policy.
AFF – Credibility Low
Karzai credibility low 
Khaleej Times Online, 7-19
[Khaleej Times Online, “UN chief urges Karzai to act on good governance”, July 19th 2010, http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle08.asp?xfile=data/international/2010/July/international_July788.xml&section=international]
In exchange they will press the international community to give them control of 50 percent of all donor funds within two years, according to organizers.  But with impoverished Afghanistan saddled with one of the most corrupt governments in the world, questions have been raised about the credibility of Karzai’s development plan.  The Afghan leader pledged to crack down on corruption after being re-elected in controversial polls marred by fraud last August.  “We have been urging President Karzai to do more on good governance, particularly fighting against corrupt practices in his country and to do more to promote reconciliation,” Ban said.  He insisted that the world community has endorsed Karzai’s plan to launch peace talks with Taliban moderates.  “But that is not without any conditions,” the UN boss stressed, pointing to Karzai’s demand that militants renounce violence, accept the Afghan constitution and break off ties with Al-Qaeda.   
AFF – Link Turns

Turn – Current COIN strategy destroys Karzai’s credibility

Dorronsoro ’10 
[Gilles Dorronsoro, Visiting scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; Expert on Afghanistan, Turkey, and South Asia; Specializes in the security and political development in Afghanistan, particularly the role of the International Security Assistance Force, the necessary steps for a viable government in Kabul, and the conditions necessary for withdrawal scenario; Former professor of political science at the Sorbonne, Paris and the Institute of Political Studies of Renne; Former scientific coordinator at the French Institute of Anatolian Studies in Istanbul, “Afghanistan: Searching for Political Agreement”, 2010 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, http://carnegieendowment.org/files/searching_polit_agreement.pdf]
But COIN is only a minor part of the strategy. Coalition strategists think they can quickly weaken the Taliban through the creation of militias, the co-opting of Taliban groups, and targeted assassinations.2 These policies will not strengthen the Afghan government’s legitimacy or influence; to Carnegie Endowment for International Peace the contrary, they will further weaken the central power. Notwithstanding public statements made last fall, the current strategy is not   and is destroying the Karzai government’s credibility. The effects of the current strategy are irreversible, and with the acceleration of political fragmentation, the coalition is faced with the prospect of a collapse of Afghan institutions.
Turn – Current operations create resentment against the Karzai government – civilian deaths
Swiss Peace, ’07
[Swiss Peace, “Afghanistan: Trends in Conflict and Cooperation”, April to May 2007, http://www.swisspeace.ch/typo3/fileadmin/user_upload/pdf/FAST/Updates/2007/Afgh_Up_4_6_07.pdf]
The killings of numerous civilians by international forces, such as Herat (49 civilians killed on 27 and 29 April; source: UN), Helman, Nangahar, Kandahar and other places having sparked popular protest in several [arts of the country. The high death toll among civilians was also criticized by Karzai, the UN, and even NATO/ISAF when the deaths were caused by the US led Operation Enduring Freedom. The civilian deaths not only fuel resentment against international troops but also further undermine the credibility of the Karzai government. Thousands of civilians have also been displaced due to fighting between Taliban and International/National forces in war-torn areas. According to associated press counts, 1800 people have been killed in insurgency related violence so far this year, including 135civilians killed each by international forces and the Taliban. According to UN figures, 320-380 civilians have been killed by the Taliban and government/international forces in the first four months of 2007. Compared to the figures of human rights Watch from last year, these new figures suggest an increase in civilian casualties of around 40%.
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