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Climate Politics Updates

Yes Climate Bill

Climate bill will pass in the lame duck session, but Obama’s capital is key

Ben Geman, staff writer, 7-23-2010, “Kerry eyes lame duck climate fight,” The Hill, http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/110541-kerry-eyes-lame-duck-for-climate-fight

Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) is suggesting a climate change bill could have better prospects in a lame-duck session.  Kerry made the comments to Bloomberg as the Senate abandoned plans to move on climate change legislation before the August break. The decision is expected to prevent a vote on the matter this year, though Kerry is still offering hope.   “I have to tell you, this is not dead. We are going to continue to work. It may well be that after the election — if that is what happens — I mean, we will continue to try over the next weeks, but if it is after the election, it may well be that some members are free and liberated and feeling that they can take a risk or do something. Or, you know, the whole political landscape may have changed in some way,” Kerry said Thursday in an interview with Bloomberg Television’s “Political Capital With Al Hunt” that will be broadcast this weekend.  Kerry told the Bloomberg news service that he would continue seeking votes, and said the climate bill’s prospects could improve after the midterm elections.  Kerry also said that President Obama should promote the measure. “I think it is important for him to weigh in with some colleagues, to even to go to some of the difficult states at the right moment and talk to people about why this is important for America,” Kerry said 
Yes climate bill – GHG reductions will be added back in

Jeff Mason, staff writer, 7-27-2010, “UPDATE 1-Obama says will keep pushing for climate bill,” Reuters, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN2710984620100727

With that in mind, the White House indicated on Tuesday that climate provisions could be added back into a bill once negotiators from the Senate and the House of Representatives hammer out differences between their respective versions during "conference" talks.  The House bill, passed last year, includes climate provisions to cut greenhouse gas emissions. 
Yes climate ill – lame duck session

Darren Goode, staff writer, 7-21-2010, “Key environmentalists ok with delay on climate bill until fall,” The Hill, http://thehill.com/blogs/e2-wire/677-e2-wire/110153-key-environmentalists-ok-with-delay-on-climate-bill-until-fall

Roy suggested one possibility could be having the Senate take up legislation responding to the Gulf of Mexico oil spill before the summer recess and pick up the rest of the energy and climate debate when senators return in September. “Obviously, there’s a real eagerness in the Senate to take action on the oil spill,” he said.   Sens. John Kerry (D-Mass.) and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) — who are leading the effort to enact a utility-focused climate plan — have also said more time to work out a deal may be welcome.   “I think we’re right now more of the prisoners of timing than we are of substance; I’m convinced of that,” Kerry said Wednesday. “I’m not adverse to taking longer to help persuade people if that’s what we need to do.”     He cited upcoming EPA greenhouse gas regulations next year affecting power plants as a reason for why discussions will continue this year regardless of whether a climate plan is taken up this summer. “This issue is not going to go away,” he said.     Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (R-Nev.) is set this week to determine the course of action on energy and climate policy, including what, if anything, would be brought up this summer and whether it would include a utility-focused climate change plan.   The heads of Sierra Club, Environmental Defense Fund and the Natural Resources Defense Council are speaking to Reid this afternoon about a possible strategy.  Senate Democrats will discuss the topic at a policy lunch on Thursday. Kerry also said there may be other meetings Thursday — including with White House officials — that would be key in determining the path forward.    
Yes Climate Bill

Climate bill will pass in the lame duck session

Bloomberg, 7-23-2010, “Senator Kerry Says Democrats May Take Up Broad Climate Plan (Transcript),” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-07-23/senator-kerry-says-democrats-may-take-up-broad-climate-plan-transcript-.html

Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts said in an interview on Bloomberg Television’s “Political Capital with Al Hunt” airing this weekend that Democrats still may take up a comprehensive climate-change plan after the November elections.  (This is not a legal transcript. Bloomberg LP cannot guarantee its accuracy.)  AL HUNT: And we begin the program with the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, John Kerry. Senator, you were the architect of the most - one of the most ambitious energy bills. It now appears that that may be dead. The calendar is short, would you bring up Kerry/Lieberman in the lame duck session after the voters have voted?  SENATOR JOHN KERRY: I think what we have to do, Al, is work over these next weeks to see if we find 60 votes. We don’t have one Republican - not one Republican in the United States Senate has stepped forward even though several say they believe in pricing carbon because there is basically sort of a political shutdown going on here in Washington.  And so, you know, we are not going to ask colleagues to go through something for nothing here. I think we have to try to find and continue to find the 60 votes.  HUNT: But when you talk about -  KERRY: But let me just say to you it is not dead, not by any sense of the imagination. First of all, this issue is not going away.  HUNT: Including the possibility of a lame duck session?  KERRY: Including the possibility of a lame duck, sure, absolutely. 
Climate change will pass in the lame duck session – Obama’s capital is key

Business Week, 7-23-2010, “Kerry Says Democrats May Take Broad Climate Bill After Election,” http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-07-23/kerry-says-democrats-may-take-broad-climate-bill-after-election.html

July 23 (Bloomberg) -- U.S. Senator John Kerry said Democrats may take up his comprehensive climate-change bill in a lame-duck session after the November elections, while calling on President Barack Obama to escalate his advocacy for the measure.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid yesterday introduced a more limited energy bill that doesn’t include a cap on greenhouse gas emissions, citing the lack of support for a broader bill.  The bigger measure “is not dead,” Kerry, a Massachusetts Democrat, said in an interview on Bloomberg Television’s “Political Capital With Al Hunt” airing this weekend. “If it is after the election, it may well be that some members are free and liberated and feeling that they can take a risk or do something.”  Kerry, who co-authored the Senate climate measure with Senator Joe Lieberman, a Connecticut independent, urged Obama to lobby for the bill in private meetings with undecided senators and at public events.  “People have to know it really counts,” said Kerry, 66. 
Climate bill not dead

Bloomberg, 7-23-2010, “Kerry Says Broad Climate-Change Bill is ‘Not Dead’” http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/video/2010/07/23/VI2010072302792.html

July 23 (Bloomberg) -- U.S. Senator John Kerry, a Massachusetts Democrat, says his comprehensive climate-change bill is "not dead" after Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid introduced a more limited energy bill that doesn't include a cap on greenhouse gas emissions. Kerry spoke in an interview on Bloomberg Television's "Political Capital With Al Hunt" airing this weekend. Hunt discusses the Kerry interview and new House ethics charges against U.S. Representative Charles Rangel on "InBusiness With Margaret Brennan." (Source: Bloomberg) (Bloomberg)
