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1NC – Victimization K

The Affirmative represents sex workers as sexual objects that are victimized by male sexual violence
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
Feminist accounts of prostitution have barely scratched the surface here. Too often we still rely heavily on older feminist formulations. In the 1970s, prostitution, along with marriage and the family, was defined by Western feminism as an expression of patriarchy and violence to women, illustrating the way in which female sexuality and the female body were controlled, subordinated, and exploited by male and masculine interests. Kathleen Barry made popular the term "sexual slavery" to refer to some of the conditions that women faced under patriarchy, asserting that sex constituted the primary basis for power and authority in society (1984, 194). The concepts of sex and gender were given primacy in this analysis of prostitution, and the cause for prostitution defined as universal in nature. Sheila Jeffreys continues this approach, arguing that "since the 1970s radical feminists have analyzed prostitution uncompromisingly as the ultimate in the reduction of women to sexual objects which can be bought and sold, to a sexual slavery that lies at the roots of marriage and prostitution and forms the foundation of women's oppression" (1997, 2). The central tenet of the report by Janice Raymond of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women (catw) to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women in 1995 was to include prostitution as a "category of violence against women"; prostitution was defined unambiguously as "sexual harassment, sexual abuse and sexual violence" (1995, 1, 13). Dorchen Leidholdt, co-executive director of the catw, reinforces this position in the following statement: "When we bring our knowledge about violence against women and girls to an analysis of the global sex industry, what we see is not labor or work, but an institution of male dominance at its most virulent, a system of power and control that keeps women and girls inside it in conditions of perennial gang rape" (2000, 9). With this classic radical feminist definition in hand, and repeatedly using the term "victims" to identify women who are drawn from Third World countries into the sex trade, Leidholdt names several large U.S.-based organizations that have worked together with this understanding of the global sex trade- the National Organization of Women, Equality Now, Catholics for Free Choice, the Feminist Majority and, her own, the catw. From Leidholdt' s perspective, those who do notadhere to this analysis of the sex industry are complicit in upholding the system of violence to women. Indeed, she brands the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, Rhadika Coomarswamy, a “madame" for moving toward a definition of prostitution that includes notions of sexual labor and women's agency. Since the 1980s sex work has been made synonymous with sexual slavery by various women's organizations in various parts of the world. The notion of sexual slavery has been widely used in relation to "comfort women" who were "drafted" from Korea, China, Taiwan, Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines and Japan to sexually service Japan's Imperial Army during the 1930s and 1940s, and to agitate for compensation for these abused and exploited women (Hicks 1994; Howard 1995; Bang- Soon Yoon 1997; Henson 1999). The international circulation of ideas about prostitution and other forms of sex work exclusively in terms of "violence to women" or "sexual slavery" has also more generally informed the contemporary discourse of international human rights agencies. Notions of "a modern form of slavery," for example, were cen- tral to research on Burmese women in prostitution in Thailand by the Asia Watch Women's Rights Project10 and to the Global Survival Network's studies on the traffic of Russian women for prostitution (gsn 1997). In Asia and Africa sexual slavery is the term chosen by some women's organizations to define and speak out about the exploitation, coercion, and brute force that women from these regions of the world are facing. The Asian Women's Human Rights Council (awhrc), for example, met with foreign ministers of several South Asian countries in 
[TEXT CONTINUED]

1NC – Victimization K

Delhi in 1996 to bring to the governments' attention "the escalating form of violence and degradation of humanity caused 

by trafficking in women and children" in the region. They defined the trafficking of women as a "contemporary form of slavery" (awhrc Press Release, 21 December 1996). The Women's Consortium of Nigeria (wocon) that began working on the issues of trafficking in women in 1997 employs the term "modern slavery" and is involved in international platforms on "new forms of slavery" (wocon Brochure 2000). 

The sexual slavery paradigm acts as a disempowerment to sex workers furthering patriarchy

Chizuko Ueno, Associate Professor at the Heian Women’s College, Associated Professor and Professor at the Kyoto Seika University at the Department of Humanities, faculty member of Tokyo University Department of Literature in the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Studies, January 2004 [“Nationalism and Gender (Japanese Society Series)”, Sexual Violence Paradigm, translated by Beverley Yamamoto, BBQ]

Military sexual slaves does indeed seem to be appropriate terminology for understanding the comfort women given the systematic and continuous rape of the women under conditions of forced capture and confinement. Nevertheless, by overemphasising its opposition to the prostitution paradigm, the military sexual slavery paradigm falls into exactly the same kind of dilemma as that of rape trials where the agency of the victims has to be assiduously denied. For example, the purity of the victim’s sexual past, whether there was any resistance or not, and the denial of any economic motivation are all symbolically utilised, with the image of the model victim. For instance, it is easier to accept as a victim the image of a young woman who was a virgin at the time that she was taken away, and either completely duped or captured by force. In this kind of story, the woman would have planned to escape or commit suicide, but she was prevented from doing so and somehow survived. Needless to say, for the victims who speak out in public about these kinds of dreadful experiences, the application of a concept of model victim, which is a manipulative category, is truly discourteous. The problem lies not with the narrator but the listener who only hears what he or she wants to hear. Moreover, the political effect of this paradigm is that it makes it difficult for anybody who deviates from the model victim to come forward. It is much harder to gain acceptance in a case where at the time of being rounded up the victim had an experience of prostitution; or due to poverty the victim went for economic reasons although vaguely aware of what was going to happen; or alternatively that the victim had been hoarding military scrip, even if these were survival strategies from among limited choices by the women to avoid certain death. Stated more clearly, this paradigm functions to place a boundary between the ‘pure’ and the ‘impure’ victim. Furthermore, as a result of creating the image of the ‘immaculate victim’, it is capable of becoming the unintended accomplice of the patriarchal paradigm, which demands women’s purity.
1NC – Victimization K

The alternative is to reject the Affirmative’s use and representations of sex workers as “sexual slaves” and “victims” to male sexual violence
Rather than rendering sex workers as speechless victims, acknowledging them as part of translational women’s movement prevents the reproduction of hierarchies, privileges and priorities of post-modern feminism

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
These experiences of women of color in the sex trade- their perspectives, visions and dreams- need to be listened to carefully by feminists of color. Rather than simply remaining silent and thus complicit with ren- dering them as victims or as oversexualized racialized subjects, we could, from our academic and other non-sex work locations, collaborate with sex workers to struggle for everyday changes and transformations in the sex trade and for policies and practices that would strengthen them as autonomous, knowing subjects. We could also acknowledge their efforts as part of the contemporary transnational women's movement. Legacies of Black radical feminism and Third World feminism position us well to listen to our "subaltern" or marginalized sisters and to avoid reproducing the hierarchies, privileges and priorities that characterize much of post- modern academic feminism. It is certainly possible, then, for us to reflect on sex worker demands as part of our feminist theorizing, and to collab- oratively build strategies for change. 

2NC – Link Wall

The Affirmative reaffirms the idea that sex workers are exclusively “victims” to “sexual slavery” and reduce sex workers solely to sexual objects – that’s Kempadoo.
Western feminists position women of color as sexual objects that are “ideal” for male sexual violence functioning under the constructions of patriarchy, racism and sexuality
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
Examinations of particular colonial, imperial, and neocolonial histories in the construction of prostitution and of the "erotic-exotic" woman of color are needed for feminist frameworks that purport to study, analyze, and produce knowledge about sex work and the global sex trade, for without taking these relations of power and dominance into account, commonalities and differences in social histories, lives, and experiences of women around the world are erased, and various complicities and contestations ignored. For several centuries women of color have been positioned as sexual servants to the white world. The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries for example witnessed the use of "native" colonized women for the satisfaction of sexual desires and to construct colonial and imperial white male power and privilege outside the confines of marriage and citizenship (Stoler 1991). Colonized women were frequently positioned in the colonies and under slavery as concubines, mistresses, or sexual servants. At the same time, Black women's wombs were incorporated into planta- tion economies to increase the size of the slave population. The notion of Black women as "breeders" on plantations during slavery throughout the Americas has not gone unnoticed in feminist historiography. Abraham-van der Mark notes about the Jewish male elite in nineteenth-century Curasao in the Dutch Caribbean, that "concubinage gave them the benefits of a category of children which, if necessary, provided labor but could not make any legal demands and were excluded from inheritance" (1973, 46). In other instances in the Caribbean, Black slave women were put to work as prostitutes by the owner or plantation manager during slumps in the plantation economy and when extra cash was needed for the plantation household (Beckles 1989). In these and other studies a continuous theme is the unconditional sexual access that white men had to Black and Brown women's bodies and the force and coercion that was involved. How such practices informed white women's identities, sexuality, and struggles in history remains for the most part unproblematized, yet complicities with an assumed racial superiority and the economic privileging that accompanied histories of Empire for white European women are an integral part of the narrative and require explo- ration (C. Hall 1995, Lewis 1996). Similarly, prostitution and other types of sex work under these conditions have not been extensively examined in the light of Black and Brown women's agency and subjectivity, or as pos- sible sites of resistance and power to (neo) colonial oppressions. The positioning of Asian, African, Caribbean, and Latin American women as sexual objects, and the obfuscations of their agency, in particular relations of power and domination, have not ground to a halt but rather can be seen to extend into the twenty-first century in both theory and practice. Women of color remain in various ways racialized as highly sexual by nature, and positioned as "ideal" for sex work. They continue to be overrepresented globally in "body-work"- as sexual, domestic, and un- or semi-skilled manual workers- and are underrepresented in intellectual activities in which social theory is produced. The agency of Brown and Black women in prostitution has been avoided or overlooked and the perspectives arising from these experiences marginalized in dominant theoretical discourse on the global sex trade and prostitution. Our insights, knowledges, and understandings of sex work have been largely obscured or dominated by white radical feminist, neo-Marxist, or Western socialist feminist inspired analyses that have been either inca- pable or unwilling to address the complexities of the lives of women of color. Third World, transnational, or postcolonial feminisms have offered possibilities for theorizing prostitution within the matrix of gendered, racialized, sexualized, and international relations of power, as well as from the experiences and perspectives of women of color in prostitution (Mohanty 1991; 
[TEXT CONTINUED]
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Grewal and Kaplan 1994; Alexander 1997), yet it is remarkable that to date, very little has been explicitly advanced as a transnational or postcolonial feminist approach to the subject of prostitution. 

Portraying women as “victims” of male sexual violence creates a universal principle of sex work

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
The global sex trade has received increasing attention since the mid 1990s from a variety of researchers, activists, organizations, law and policy makers, and international agencies, particularly under the rubrics of "trafficking" and "sexual slavery." The assumption commonly underpinning the widespread interest it has aroused is that the sex trade is premised upon a universal principle of male violence to women. Indeed, even though several feminists and scholars, including this author, have argued for more complex and nuanced approaches, we are often asked to participate in discussions on the subject in the context of conferences and public events that concentrate on violence to women. Similarly, among non-governmental organizations and increasingly in the mainstream media, the global sex trade is more often than not portrayed through this one dimension, with the women involved represented as "victims" of male sexual violence. In this article, I expand the argument that the global sex trade cannot be simply reduced to one monolithic explanation of violence to women. Research and theorizing require a framework that embraces the realities, contradictions, and intersections of various global relations of power. To illustrate this point, I draw on recent feminist studies showing that colo- nialisms, recolonizations, and cultural imperialisms, as well as specific local cultural histories and traditions that shape the sexual agency of women are important for any account of global manifestations of sex work. The goal is to articulate a framework that will allow us to explore and theorize differences and commonalities in meanings and experi- ences in the sex trade. Here, I focus particularly on experiences of, and definitions by, women of color,1 tracing the contours of what may be named a "transnational feminist" framework for studies of prostitution and sex work. While this article may offer to some readers new insights and arguments, it does not represent a new study. Rather it aims to bring together and further circulate ideas and knowledge produced by and about women of color in the global sex trade and to make explicit the framework that underpins this current trend of feminist theorizing.2

Victimization – Links
Western feminist imagery portrays sex workers as victimized Brown, Asian, or Black women

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
The representation of women from Third World or postcolonial countries as "trafficked victims" combines with descriptions of conditions of excessive force and violence. Debt-bondage, where sums of up to $20,000 are loaned to families and paid back by women and girls through work in underground or informal sectors; indentureship, where women are forced into prostitution, domestic work, or sweatshops and are required to pay the trafficker for travel and documents;5 and slavery-like condi- tions, where women are locked into rooms or a building, chained up, or otherwise held against their will, forced to have sex both with clients and their "protectors" and traffickers, are raped and abused by their "managers," and are starved or are not allowed freedom of movement, are most commonly linked with Third World and non-western women's experiences in the global sex trade. The dominant image in the West of the trafficked, victimized sex worker is of a young Brown, Asian, or Black woman, an image refracted through mainstream television programs and newspaper reports, as well as in some feminist writings and in international debates on trafficking.6 
The notion of women as victims creates a dichotomy between Western feminists and the Third World porstitutes 

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
So how do we conceptualize prostitution in the face of this activity and self-definition by the women who practice the trade in Third World and other non-Western countries? Can we simply ignore these voices and continue to view the women as victims of patriarchy? Should we argue that sex workers’ empowerment politics is a construction of male dominance, used to hoodwink women into compliance and docility? Or can we acknowledge these perspectives and experiences as another part of feminist praxis and theory? Arguments supporting notions of women as victims of intense patriarchal systems are most commonly heard when it comes to Third World prostitution. As Kathleen Barry states, sexual slavery “prevails in preindustrial and feudal societies that are primarily agricultural and where women are excluded from the public sphere” and where women are the “property of men.”6 At the other end of the scale, she posits, are the “postindustrial, developed societies’’ where “women achieve the potential for economic independence.”7 A dichotomy between highly oppressed women in Third World/agrarian societies and potentially liberated women in Westexdindustrialized centers is constructed through such radical feminist analyses, with Third World prostitutes depicted as the most victimized of all.

Victimization – Links

The notion of sex workers as “victims” of violence dismiss the culture, historical, and socio-economic conditions in which sex work has been constructed

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
Others have pointed out that legacies of racism, colonialism, and imperialism have produced conditions and situations for women that are experienced, and can be read, in quite different ways. This needs to be taken into consideration when theorizing prostitution. Ofreneo and Ofreneo, for example, insist that "Imperialism, militarism and racism provided the 'geopolitical-economic' context of military prostitution and sex tourism" in the Philippines (1998, 104). They appear to concur with Than-Dam Truong (1990) who argues for a historically and socio-cultur- ally specific conceptualization of the organization of sexual labor in order to better describe and explain Asian women's experiences in pros- titution. Rather than using the overly deterministic or reductive notion of prostitution as inherently violent to women, these perspectives propose that labor involving sexual, sensual, and erotic energies and parts of the body is not a priori gendered, nor only tied to commercial sex/prostitu- tion.13 In this framework sexual labor/sex work is viewed as having been, and continuing to be, performed and organized in a variety of ways, with no universal expression or meaning. In a similar vein, Lim notes about sex work in Southeast Asia, that, "in addition to economic bases, prostitution also has strong social bases, which have remained largely unchanged over time." She points out that in many countries the traditional role of women as family breadwinners and the duty or moral obligation placed upon children, especially girls, to "earn money to repay the care and protection given them by their parents in raising them" strongly contributes to the entrance of young women into sex work (1998, 12). Meena Poudel, of Women Acting Together for Change (watch) in Nepal, identifies several factors that facilitate the trafficking of women from Nepal, among them caste systems and traditional relations of power, poverty, patriarchy, the political system, "modernization," and the family (1996, 5-6). The role of dominant religions in historically constructing "the prostitute" is also critical to an under- standing of the social bases of prostitution.14 In other words it would seem erroneous, if not socially irresponsible, to ignore these national and geo-political contexts, as well as specific histories and experiences, when talking about women in the global sex trade. Reducing sex work to a violence inflicted upon women due to notions of a universality of patriarchy and masculinist ideologies and structures, or through the privileging of gender as the primary factor in shaping social relations, dismisses the great variety of historical and socio-economic conditions, as well as cultural histories, that produce sexual relations and desire. 

 Victimization – Turns Case
Reduction of prostitution to sexual slavery cannot alleviate the oppressions sex workers face
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
While these definitions of the sex trade have been contested by other African and Asian women and sex workers in these locations,11 they are nevertheless often assumed to represent the condition for all women in the sex trade. The "sexual slavery/violence-to-women" paradigm thus was well represented at the United Nations Beijing +5 conference in New York in June 2000, where multiple speeches and papers were given on this theme by ngos from around the world, and was later codified in the final outcome document of the conference, as in the following: "Gender based violence, such as battering and other domestic violence, sexual abuse, sexual slavery and exploitation and the international trafficking in women and children, forced prostitution and sexual harassment...is incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human person and must be combated and eliminated."12 It is critical to keep in mind that the reduction of prostitution to masculine violence and sexual slavery also has been viewed by other feminists as inadequate to capture the various histories, oppressions, and experiences of women of color. In Japan, against the dominant feminist trend, Sisterhood- -a group of feminist intellectuals and lawyers- has argued the necessity of defining prostitution as labor. Masumi Yoneda states: It is all the more necessary to recognize prostitution as work and improve working conditions for these women. Isn't it our job to secure a liveable environment where they won't be exploited illegally, to create a situation where they can network among themselves, and where they can voice their demands, and to help them build up the power to get out of prostitution when they want to? They are not going to accept us as long as we work on the premise that they are victims who are forced into prostitution, something that humans shouldn't practice, that our mission is to protect and rehabilitate them, that we should abolish prostitution from the face of the earth! That's simply a nuisance to them. If I were a prostitute I would say to hell with the do- gooders. The situation won't go away by telling them that they were forced into it and that they are victims. (Group Sisterhood 1998, 94) 
Failure to recognize the agency of sex workers retards changes in patriarchy
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, May 26, 1997 [“Reconceptualizing Prostitution, http://www.lolapress.org/artenglish/kempe9.htm, BBQ]
Despite the marginality and vulnerability of sex workers internationally, the notion of 'victim' is rejected by many who are currently working or researching the sex trade. Recognizing sex worker agency is a deliberate move to position sex workers as actors in the global arena, as persons capable of making choices and decisions that lead to transformations of consciousness and to changes in everyday life. According to Judith Kegan Gardiner the recognition of agency is integral to feminist notions of social transformation, "...that any theory that denies women 'agency' retards the changes in patriarchal social structure for which feminism strives, because it denies the existence of an entity to attack those structures"(3). However, even with such general acknowledgement that agency is an integral part of feminism, the idea of women's agency in prostitution is often vehemently rejected by feminists. Prostitution appears to be one of the last sites of gender relations to be interrogated through a critical feminist lens that assumes that women are both active subjects and subjects of domination.
Victimization – Turns Case

Denying agency to sex workers denies the existence of an entity to attack patriarchal structures
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
According to Judith Kegan Gardiner, agency is integral to feminist notions of social transformation, and “any theory that denies women ‘agency’ retards the changes in patriarchal social structure for which feminism strives, because it denies the existence of an entity to attack those structures.”*4 Feminism, from this understanding, is grounded in a notion of the social category “women”- the dominated, oppressed social collectivity within partiarchal relations-as the primary and necessary agents in processes of change. Chapkis confirms this approach in relationship to sex workers: Practices of prostitution, like other forms of commodification and consumption, can be read [in] more complex ways than simply as a confirmation of male domination. They may also be seen as sites of ingenious resistance and cultural subversion. . . . the position of the prostitute cannot be reduced to one of a passive object used in male sexual practice, but positions instead it can be understood as a place of agency where the sex worker makes active use of the existing sexual order.25

Victimization – Alternative
Exploring the historical, cultural and socio-economical meanings of sexuality in order to empower sex workers
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
Agenda Feminist approaches to prostitution and other types of sex work need careful elaboration. Universalizations and generalizations from white European or North American histories, perspectives, and definitions are limited in their scope and reveal the epistemic privilege of a social group that has a racialized power to define the world and to create new meanings about social realities. There is a void to fill: more women of color need to be involved in research and theorizing of prostitution and other forms of sex work. Specifically, we need to explore histories and contemporary meanings of Black and Brown women's sexuality in the complex of racism and colonialism, in the light of multiple layers of gendered relations of power, and in strategies of resistance to male violence and control, as well as in the face of globalization and recolonizations. We must continue to ask ourselves whether we can maintain an analysis of sex work that positions Third World women exclusively as victims, or whether histories, legacies, and transformations of sex work are also conditioned by, or are sites of resistance to, further marginalization in the contemporary global political economy. We do need to seek ways to talk about culturally specific constructions and expressions of sexuality for and by women of color. To echo Hammonds, "we need to develop a 'politics of articulation' that can build on the interrogation of what makes it possible for women of color to speak and act" (1977, 180). 
Victimization – Alternative

Redefining sex workers to incorporate labor reconceptualizes the fundamental reasons of the act – prostitution is an act of economic sufficiency

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, May 26, 1997 [“Reconceptualizing Prostitution, http://www.lolapress.org/artenglish/kempe9.htm, BBQ]
By claiming the name 'sex workers' the social location of those engaged in the sex trade as workers is stressed. This self-definition emphasizes the flexible and varied nature of sex work as well as its similarities with other dimensions of working people's lives. Sex work, from prostitutes' accounts, is experienced as an integral part of many women's and young men's lives around the world, and not necessarily as the sole defining activity around which their sense of self or identity is shaped. Moreover, commercial sex work, according to prostitutes own definitions, is not always a steady activity, but may occur simultaneously with other forms of income-generating work such as informal commercial trading, market-selling, shoe-shining or office work. It can also be quite short-lived or be a part of an annual cycle of work. In most cases sex work is not for individual wealth but for the family well-being or survival; for working class women to clothe, feed and educate their children, for young women and men to sustain themselves when the family income is inadequate. For many, sex work means migration away from their home town or country. For others, it is associated with drug use, indentureship or debt-bondage. For the majority, participation in sex work entails a life in the margins due to laws that prohibit or outlaw prostitution and the stigmas attached to commercial sex. The concept of the 'sex worker' emerged in the 1970s through the prostitute's rights movement as well as feminist writings in the USA. However, it is not an exclusively western concept or idea. In the late eighties, Thanh-Dam Truong theorized the notion of 'sexual labor' based on her research on women's activities in the sex tourist industries in Southeast Asia (1). She argued that activities involving purely sexual elements of the body and sexual energies must be considered as a vital part of the fulfillment of the basic human needs of procreation and bodily pleasure, and can be considered similar to mental and manual labor. This conceptualization of sexual labor suggests that there is nothing inherently violent or abusive about sex work (although it is widely acknowledged that sex workers can be victims of rape and sexual harassment on or off the job). Rather, that it is a resource that women and men can draw upon to fulfill their humanity. From such theorizing, sex work is not construed as a universal or a-historical category, but as subject to change and redefinition through time. It is clearly not limited to prostitution, but certainly encompasses what is generally understood to fall under this term. However, even though human sexual and emotional resources have been organized in different ways and acquired different meanings, capital accumulation, liberal free market politics and the commodification of waged labor has transformed various social arrangements in a consistent fashion. As Louise White notes in her study of prostitution in colonial Nairobi, Kenya, "prostitution is a capitalist social relationship not because capitalism causes prostitution by commoditizing sexual relations but because wage labor is a unique feature of capitalism: capitalism commoditized labor" (2). White's analysis suggests that commercial sex work - commodified sexual labor - is specific to a capitalist arrangement, open to the similar kinds of pressures and manipulations that any other waged labor faces. It thus forms a primary source within a capitalist economy for exploitation and wealth.

Victimization – Alternative
Transnational alliance between feminists combats oppressive rhetoric of victimization

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
Feminists of color around the world need also to be more vigilant and attentive to the ways the global economy is pushing increasingly larger numbers of people into marginality and informal sector work, recognizing that to thwart the growth of the sex trade requires a much larger reor- ganization of the global economy. Without real economic alternatives for women and young men today, attempts to halt or change exploitative situations for women will remain a futile exercise. The 1999/2000 propos- als and bills brought before the U.S. Senate and House regarding trafficking richly illustrate this problem. While the 1999 cia research indicates that the current "epidemic" of trafficking is directly related to the diminishing resources for poor people in developing countries and to the greed of large transnational corporations, the proposals focus on punishing individual traffickers and the local governments of sending countries. They do not address structural global inequalities of wealth and power, the demand being made by industries and corporations in the North for cheap labor, or the fact that unless something else is made available, families will continue to rely on prostitution as an income gen- erator. Punitive measures, without alternatives for working people, can drive the sex trade even more underground, placing young Asian, African, Caribbean, and Latin American women in ever more vulnerable positions in the global economy. Thus, our feminist agenda to address the global sex trade cannot exclude a continued pressure on western governments and international agencies such as the imf, World Bank, and the wto to recognize the inhumanities, violence, and injustice that their neolib- eral economic policies are creating, and it must support a globalization process that will be of benefit to the majority of the world, not a select few. Finally, this transnational feminist politics of articulation on sex work examines and contests the ways in which the transnational middle classes and elites- both men and women- construct racialized sexualized ide- ologies and practices that lock women and men of color into the positions and roles of sexual servants. It examines how some notions of obtaining gender equity among women and feminists in postindustrial world cen- ters also can be highly oppressive to poor women of color, and it interrogates more fully the implications of the emergence onto the global scene of such phenomena as the Western European or North American female sex tourist. It follows a strategy that allows women to probe histories of racialization in the formation of identities, desire, and knowledge and to take responsibility for our varying contemporary positions in interna- tional relations of power and privilege. Most important, it asks how feminists can relate to and communicate with sex workers of color to build a sustainable future. A transnational feminism that relinquishes colonizing narratives about prostitution and the global sex trade, draws from women of color's experiences and perspectives in sex work, and builds global alliances, could be a useful theory and practice for many women around the world.  

Victimization – Alternative
Recognizing sex worker agency makes it possible to contest the oppressive and exploitative structures of sex work

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
Despite the marginality and vulnerability of Third World and non-Western sex workers, the notion of “victim” is rejected by many who are currently working in the sex trade or researching it from the prostitutes’ perspectives. As Truong argues, the issue of worker agency within sex industries becomes pertinent if we employ a labor analysis. In this regard, she concludes, “Prostitutes’ demands for recognition and emancipation must be seriously considered. Recognition for their work would enable the provision of a certain political space for organization to articulate their needs, their perceptions of themselves and their relationship with society as a whole.”21 Very recent work by both Asian and non-Asian researchers of prostitution in Asia is beginning to reflect this approach and to represent prostitutes as political actors and agents in their own right. The in-depth study by Carolyn Sleightholme and Indrani Sinha in Calcutta, India, for example, consciously attempts to employ such an approach to discuss prostitution in that location, although the authors do not always succeed in avoiding the victim paradigm.22 Nevertheless, such attempts to define sex workers as agents represents an effort to identify sites of transformative practices and perspectives within the context of both structural constraints and dominant relations of power in the global sex industry. Through recognizing sex worker agency it becomes possible to uncover resistances to, and contestations of, oppressive and exploitative structures and regimes as well as the visions and ideologies inscribed in women’s practices. Thus this recognition is an attempt to position sex workers as actors in the global arena, as persons capable of making choices and decisions that lead to transformations of consciousness and to changes in everyday life.
Victimization – Alternative
Reconceptualizing sexual labor mobilizes movements for rights and against oppression
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
The concept of sex work offers a possibility of connecting prostitution and other activities in sex industries to other working women’s activities. If we understand these activities as involving sexual labor that is subject to exploitation and genderization within specific contexts, dependent upon political, cultural, and economic influences, sex work then can also be viewed as a basis for mobilizing in struggles for working conditions, rights, and benefits and for broader resistances against oppression. By recognizing sexual labor in this fashion, it is possible to identify broader strategies for change. Jo Bindman, of Anti-Slavery International, for example, insists that “by looking at commercial sex as work, and at the conditions under which that work is performed, sex workers can be included and protected under the existing instruments which aim to protect all workers in a general way, positions all persons from violence, children from sexual exploitation, and women from discrirnination.”lg Regarding still broader political implications, Anne McClintock observes that “historically the international labor movement has argued for the radical transformation of labor, not its abolition.”Ig She thus marks the difference between a movement that advocates the abolition of prostitution and one that is premised on understandings of prostitution as a form of sexual labor, highlighting the need to address issues of social transformations that are linked to the political economy. Situating prostitution as work allows a recognition of what Chandra Talpade Mohanty sees as concrete “common interests” based on a shared understanding of location and needs, creating “potential bases of cross-national solidarity” between women.20 The conceptualization of prostitutes, whores, strippers, lap dancers, escorts, and exotic dancers as sex workers insists that working women’s common interests can be articulated within the context of broader (feminist) struggles against the devaluation of “women’s” work and gendered exploitation within capitalism.

Victimization – They Say “Perm”

The endorsement of the abolition of prostitution denies women’s sexual agency and empowerment
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 2001 [“Women of Color and the Global Sex Trade: Transational Feminist Perspectives”, Meridians, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 28-51, www.jstor.org/stable/40338451, BBQ]
Various inroads are being made on this front, such as in the analyses of Amalia Cabezas, Ratna Kapur, Siobhan Brooks, Joan Phillips, Jacqueline Sanchez Taylor, and Jenn Guitart who extend the tentative steps made ear- lier in this direction by Truong (1990), Moon (1997), Lim (1998), and this author.16 Moving from the safe ground of antitrafficking discourse to a more complex and complicated place, the Global Alliance Against Trafficking in Women (gaatw) in Thailand has also begun to explore the terrain of sex worker agency and sexuality.17 An explicit transnational feminist politics of articulation on the subject of sex work could advance this work. A transnational feminist theory and politics on prostitution and other forms of sex work also includes a rethinking of practical strategies and programs to address the specific situations for women of color in the global sex trade. The radical feminist strategy to seek the abolition of prostitution can seem to many to be worthwhile, yet has its limitations. Based on a universalistic construction of prostitution, it does not allow space for addressing the multiple ways the sex trade is constituted and the myriad arrangements for the involvement of women's sexual agency. Paralleling the call for the abolition of marriage as an institution of male power and violence to women, it tends to ignore the strategies that women have undertaken to reform or transform social institutions and relations of power, instead demanding a single, monolithic strategy for change. Those who start from a "victim approach" to prostitution often advocate prosecuting men who participate in the sex trade as pimps, clients, traffickers, or brothel owners, proposing laws that criminalize working women in the belief that they can rehabilitate men who use prostitutes and can "rescue" or "save" women in a missionary fashion. Little is advanced from this perspective that allows for the empowerment of women who strategically use their sexual labor to secure a place in the modern world, or for the recognition of sex workers' rights. Therefore, while we cannot lose sight of the vicious realities that many women of color face in the global sex trade, it is imperative that we build strategies that start from a recognition that sex work is an integral part of the global economy and is deeply embedded in, and cannot easily be disassembled from, many women's everyday lives, strategies, and identities. By embracing an abolitionist position on the subject, we will certainly ignore the different meanings and daily realities, constraints, and possibilities that sex work affords women in the global economy. 

Victimization – They Say “Perm”

Sex work cannot be represented universally – only an analysis of social location can solve

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
One of the first major studies on sexual labor was conducted by Vietnamese sociologist Thanh-Dam Truong on sex tourism in Thailand.lo Basing her claims on empirical research and evidence, Truong argues that activities involving purely sexual elements of the body and sexual energies should be considered a vital part of the fulfillment of the basic human needs of procreation and bodily pleasure and can also be considered as similar to mental and manual labor. Furthermore, she points out, the social organization of sexual labor has taken a variety of forms in different historical contexts and political economies, from which it is clear that there is no universal form or appearance of either prostitution or sex work. Instead, she proposes, analyses of prostitution need to address and take into account the specific ways in which sexual subjectivity, sexual needs, and desires are constructed in specific contexts. Wet-nursing, temple prostitution, “breeding” under slavery, surrogate child-bearing, donor sex, erotic dancing, commercial sex, and biological reproduction can thus be seen as illustrations of the historical and contemporary ways in which sexual labor has been organized for the re-creation and replenishment of human and social life. Sex work, in both Cheng’s and Truong’s studies, is not construed as a universal or ahistorical category, but as subject to change and redefinition through time. It is clearly not limited to prostitution but certainly encompasses what is generally understood to fall under this term. But even though human sexual and emotional resources have been organized in different ways and have acquired different meanings, the authors argue that capital accumulation, liberal free-market politics, and the commodification of labor positions 7: 1 Spring 1999 230 have transformed various social arrangements in a consistent fashion. Another researcher, Louise White, follows this approach. She notes in her study of prostitution in colonial Nairobi, Kenya, that “prostitution is a capitalist social relationship not because capitalism causes prostitution by commoditizing sexual relations but because wage labor is a unique feature of capitalism: capitalism commoditized labor.”ll She thus proposes that capitalism shapes sex work into commoditized forms of labor rather than causing sex work as a category of social activity, and she understands prostitution as another form of domestic labor that is exploited under capitalist relations.
Victimization – They Say “Perm”

Associating sex workers with slaves, trafficked, and victims denies agency in prostitution

Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
However, even with such general acknowledgment that agency is an integral part of feminism, the idea of Third World women’s agency in prostitution is often vehemently rejected by many feminists. Indeed, few are able to extend the theoretical position held by Gardiner, Chapkis, and Truong to the Third World. Sex workers who fight for changes within sex industriesand not for its abolition-are often charged by feminists with acting with a “false consciousness,” or as handmaidens to patriarchal capitalism. But more often they are relegated, by mainstream media and feminists alike, to the status of objects, thought to be violently manipulated and wrought into passivity and acquiescence. The terms most commonly associated with sex workers in non-Western countries are slaves, trafficked, and victims, all of which evoke images of helpless, ignorant, dependent women and girls. Indeed, Third World prostitution appears to be one of the last sites of gender relations to be interrogated through a critical feminist lens that assumes that women are both active subjects and subjects of domination.

Links – Heteronormativity

Essentializing sex workers to be synonymous with women entrench the dominate normative of gendered relations
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, May 26, 1997 [“Reconceptualizing Prostitution, http://www.lolapress.org/artenglish/kempe9.htm, BBQ]
Today the majority of the world's sex workers are women, working within male-dominated businesses and industries, positioned in dominant discourse as social deviants. There are various trends, however, that acutely challenge the tendency to essentialize the sex worker with biological notions of gender. Thus while the social definition of the provider of sexual labor is often closely associated with specific cultural constructions of femininity, and 'the prostitute' is rendered virtually synonymous with 'woman', these gendered relations are clearly also contested and redefined in different ways throughout the world. Increasingly, 'genetic' men and boys engage in sex work, selling sex to both men and women in homosexual and heterosexual relations, as feminine and masculine subjects. The concept of sex work offers a possibility of connecting prostitution and other activities in sex industries to other working women's activities. Sexual labor is subject to exploitation within specific contexts, dependent upon political, cultural and economic influences. It can be the basis for mobilizing in struggles for working conditions, rights, and benefits and for broader resistances against the oppression of working peoples and women. The conceptualization of prostitutes, whores, strippers, lap dancers, escorts, exotic dancers etc., as 'sex workers' insists that working women's common interests can be articulated within the context of broader (feminist) struggles against the devaluation of 'women's' work and gender exploitation within capitalism.

Links – Western Feminism
Western feminist analysis of sex workers aligned with Western domination
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, May 26, 1997 [“Reconceptualizing Prostitution, http://www.lolapress.org/artenglish/kempe9.htm, BBQ]
For the most part contemporary writers on sex work construct the prostitute/sex worker from testimonies and analyses that are derived from struggles of 'First World' women in the US and Western Europe. While all these writings are important in uncovering prostitute politics and identities in some parts of the world, and certainly contribute to a fuller apprehension of sex work, without historicization and geo-political contextualization, they run the risk of universalizing the subject from bounded locations and experiences. Lacking an analysis of international relations and notions of differing cultural constructions and meaning of sexuality and gender, this body of literature appropriates the 'non-western' woman's experience without any inquiry into the matter. The distortion of relations between the First and Third Worlds, and privileging of the Western prostitute subject places prostitute's rights activists and allies in danger of a political alignment with other movements that consolidate Western hegemony.

Links – Essentialism

Essentializing sex workers to be solely female excludes feminine entities
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, Spring 1999 [Positions, “Slavery or Work? Reconceptualizing Third World Prostitution”, http://positions.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/7/1/225.pdf, BBQ]
While these conceptualizations suggest that social relations involving sexual labor are not inherently tied to specific gendered roles or bodies, there is nevertheless a persistent pattern through much of history that positions the socially gendered category “women” as the sellers or providers of sexual labor and “men” as the group deriving profits and power from the interactions. The subordination of the female and feminine is the overriding factor for this arrangement in a variety of cultural, national, and economic contexts, producing particular values of female sexuality and a social condemnation of persons who defy the socially defined boundaries of womanhood. Categories of “good” and “bad” women (virgidwhore, madonna/ prostitute, chasteAicentious) exist in most patriarchal societies, where the bad girl is the trope for female sexuality that threatens male control and domination. Female sexual acts that serve women’s sexual or economic interests are, within the context of masculinist hegemony, dangerous, immoral, perverted, irresponsible, and indecent. Construed in this fashion, the image of the whore disciplines and divides women, forcing some to conform to virginity, domesticity, and monogamy and demonizing those who transgress these boundaries. Being engaged in prostitution thus automatically positions women in dominant discourse as social deviants and outcasts. While the social definition of the provider of sexual labor is often closely associated with specific cultural constructions of femininity- and the prostitute is rendered virtually synonymous with woman- these gendered relations are clearly also being contested and redefined in different ways throughout the world. There are various trends, for example, that acutely challenge the tendency to essentialize the sex worker with biological notions of gender. In the Caribbean, for example, so-called romance tourism is based on the sale by men of “love” to North American and European women, and “rent-a-dread” and beach boys dominate the tourist industry sex trade in some islands.12 In Japan, Thai sex workers reportedly buy sex for their own pleasure from Japanese male strippers, and in Brazil michtsyoung male hustlers-survive through selling sex to other men.13 Across the globe then, genetic men and boys engage in sex work, selling sex to both men and women in homosexual and heterosexual relations, as feminine and masculine subjects. Nevertheless, even with the increasing visibility of genetic men and boys in sex work, gender inequality and discrimination remain evident. In the United States, where men are entering stripping and exotic dancing in greater numbers than before, there are cases documenting that they are offered better pay than are women in the same clubs.14 For Brazil, Longo describes a situation where young men and boys resist the inferiorization that is associated with being defined and viewed as “feminine’’ by asserting a “macho” identity.15 In Malaysia, transgendered persons are considered female, through self-definition, medical operations, or definition by others, and are generally viewed as inferior to men.16 As Pheterson argues, “Male homosexuals and transvestites also provide sexual service in a minority of cases, but this does not change the gender pattern, because, like women, they service men, and their role is often feminine.”” Within the sex industry then, a gendered hierarchy and systematic privileging of the male and the masculine continues to prevail.

1NC – EEA CP
Plan: The Republic of Korea should strengthen the enforcement and mandate the compliance of all businesses in the Republic of Korea to the Equal Employment Act. 
The labor division discriminates against women – only way to solve is to administer, supervise and monitor compliance to the Equal Employment Act
Carol Dussere, Professor at Xiamen University in Fujian and Dongguk University in Seoul, South Korea, June 20, 2010 [“A View of the Korean Women’s Movement”, BBQ]

As I mentioned earlier, the principle of equal employment opportunity has been well established in the law, but not in practice. The women’s organizations are demanding improvements in recruiting and promotion. Unfortunately, with globalization having such a devastating effect on the economy, the government doesn’t want to intervene in the private sector. It’s not properly administering, supervising or monitoring compliance with laws like the Equal Employment Act. Besides, 60% of women who work outside the home are employed in very small businesses with four employees or less. Even professional women and office staff in large organizations run into problems in hiring, promotion and salary. It’s illegal to force a woman to quit when she gets married or has a baby, but it often still happens. The Ministry of Labor is supposed to enforce the laws against discrimination, but there aren’t enough supervisors to do the job properly. The labor movement is also focused on helping men. The division of labor hasn’t changed. Over the ten years I’ve taught women’s studies, I have seen changes in the attitudes of my students. Everyone now agrees that women and men are equal—but it’s in their brains, not in their hearts. Deep down, the men have a problem with it. They think they have to be the breadwinners, they have to make more money and they have to have higher positions. The men seem to think that if women get jobs, they’ll lose theirs. They don’t want any more competition. If one of my male students agrees that he would be happy staying at home and keeping house, the other students laugh at him. However, the current economic and social structure requires women to work outside the home. Society itself is demanding that women contribute, and they have skills to offer. Sharing housework has become necessary. I think a male student who can’t accept that should consider whether he really wants a family. In employment you see a vicious cycle. Management doesn’t want to invest in women because they think the women will just quit in a few years. On the average, women work only five or six years. So, because the company doesn’t invest any money or training in the women or promote them, women have little sense of accomplishment or vision for the future. In 1997 we conducted a survey of the five biggest companies, and we discovered that only 2% of the female employees were promoted above the assistant manager level. A lot of women aren’t even hired, even if their credentials are as good as the men’s. It’s easy to say that if you want to be promoted you have to work hard. However, we’ve discovered that even those women who knock themselves out taking care of housework, raising children and producing better work than their male colleagues—even those women are discriminated against because they’re women and it’s the man’s job to support the family. So it’s no wonder that women quit. 
EEA CP – Solves Victimization
Economically empowering sex workers allows for sex workers to shift away from the agency of prostitution and patriarchy
Kamala Kempadoo, Assistant Professor in Women's and Sociology at the University of Colorado, Associate Professor of Latin American and Caribbean Studies at York University and Associate Professor of Sociology, Sex Workers Rights Organization and Anti-Trafficking Campaigns, May 26, 1997 [“Reconceptualizing Prostitution, http://www.lolapress.org/artenglish/kempe9.htm, BBQ]
Kathleen Barry's work on the trafficking of women has captured many a feminist imagination regarding Third World women and has produced an emphasis and fascination with the subject of sex slaves in developing countries. She constructs a hierarchy of stages of patriarchal and economic development, situating the trafficking of women in the first stage that "prevails in pre-industrial and feudal societies that are primarily agricultural and where women are excluded from the public sphere" and where women, she states, are the exclusive property of men (4). At the other end of the scale she places the "post-industrial, developed societies" where "women achieve the potential for economic independence" and where prostitution is normalized (5). The Third World/Non-Western woman is positioned in this discourse as "ignorant, poor uneducated, tradition bound, domestic, family oriented, victimized, etc." and is conceptualized as leading a "truncated" sexual life (6). She is not yet a "whole" or "developed" person, but instead resembles a minor needing guidance, assistance and help. The construct stands in opposition to that of the western woman who is believed to have (or at least has the potential to have) control over her income, body and sexuality: the emancipated, independent, post-modern woman Barry's mission is to rescue those whom she considers to be incapable of self-determination. And along with this mission, goes a particular cultural definition of the meaning of sex itself. She asserts that sexual values "must be based on intimacy. Sexual experience involves the most personal, private, erotic, sensitive parts of our physical and psychic being - it is intimate in fact"(7). By positing such a blanket meaning of sex, Barry erases other cultural definitions and experiences of sexuality and sexual-economic relations, such as found in various African or Caribbean countries for example, or for Thai and Brazilian youth, and imposes a very narrow definition of sex from a strictly western bourgeois feminist notion of sex. The conflation of trafficking with Third World women and the totalizing definition of sex that is embedded in Barry's work has informed a plethora of activities and inquiries by women's organizations into the subject and produced a peculiarly skewed consciousness about the sex trade. Third World women appear in all kinds of writings, from UN documents, to human rights reports, to newspaper articles, as the poor, innocent victims of trafficking and slavery. The neo-colonialism that surfaces in such representations of the lives and situations of Third world women across the globe does not, however, end with radical feminists or the anti-trafficking lobby. It has even crept into some of the more progressive prostitute's rights debates concerning 'forced' and 'voluntary' prostitution, resulting in a negation of Third World sex workers' rights to self-determination. The surge of writing about the position and identity of prostitutes - both academic and political - the redefinitions that have occurred, the various subject positions that are evident in the present discourse, and the struggles for recognition and rights - have also contributed, albeit indirectly, to the creation of an hegemonic western script about prostitution.
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