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South Korea Likes Exercises

South Korea is concerned about Obama’s commitment; military exercises reinforce commitment.

The Obama administration inherited this somewhat troubling legacy against the background of more deeply rooted Japanese and South Korean concerns about the security and economic policies of a Democratic administration. Republican candidate John McCain made a stronger point than the Obama campaign of a firm stance in support of Japan and South Korea in the face of North Korean and other threats. McCain also stressed strong commitment to free trade and open US markets for Asian exports. The Obama campaign rhetoric was more reserved about free trade, notably opposing the Korea-US Free Trade Agreement. Its emphasis on reaching out to negotiate with adversaries also raised some uncertainties about the future American posture towards North Korea.22

A salient concern among officials in Japan and South Korea was that North Korea would outmanoeuvre an unseasoned US administration that is looking for some early diplomatic success or that the Obama administration would seek an arrangement under which the United States would accept a nuclear armed North Korea as long as it does not proliferate. There also was the more immediate concern that the United States, given its various distractions and preoccupations, would allow the North Korean situation to drift. A key question was whether or not the United States is prepared to push hard to press North Korea to meet its commitments in the Six-Party Talks, to disable and dismantle its plutonium producing facilities and to press Pyongyang further in order to continue towards full and verifiable denuclearization. The appointment of former US ambassador to South Korea Stephen Bosworth as the State Department’s special representative for North Korea seemed to show US resolve to ease Japanese and South Korean concerns.23 North Korea’s subsequent military provocations appeared to overwhelm past concerns as the United States, Japan and South Korea worked closely together and with China and other concerned powers in devising negative and positive incentives sufficient to calm the North Korean provocations and resume the process of negotiations directed towards achieving a denuclearized Korean peninsula.24

South Korea is committed to the alliance

First of all, we share the view that over the last 60 years the ROK-U.S. alliance has been effectively deterring North Korea’s military threat, playing a vital role in supporting peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia, and evolving into the most successful alliance relationship. We also decided to actively pursue the development of a strategic ROK-U.S. alliance of the 21st century, based on the joint vision agreed to by our two presidents in June 2009.

In addition, both sides reaffirmed the robust security commitment and firm readiness posture of our two countries. We were also briefed on the progress being made in the consultations between our defense authorities for implementing the adjustment of the timing of wartime OPCON transition, pursuant to the agreement by our two leaders several weeks ago, and directed that the final plan be produced by the ROK-U.S. security consultative meeting this October.


South Korean leaders want the military exercises: the foreign minister himself says

Also, we approved the plan for holding a series of combined ROK-U.S. military exercises, including combined naval and other exercises, which was officially announced at yesterday’s defense ministers meeting. In particular, we made clear that these exercises are aimed at deterring war, and maintaining peace on the Peninsula, and to ensure that they unmistakably demonstrate the firm resolve of the ROK-U.S. alliance in the face of North Korea’s military provocation.

In addition, both sides acknowledge the close bilateral cooperation regarding the North Korean nuclear issue, and urge North Korea to carry out the complete and verifiable abandonment of all its nuclear programs in pursuit of nuclear weapons, and demonstrate through concrete actions its (inaudible) to denuclearize.

Moreover, through today’s consultations, both sides concurred that the ROK-U.S. alliance is emerging as a global partnership contributing to addressing regional and global challenges beyond the Korean Peninsula, and acknowledged our close bilateral cooperation on reconstruction and stabilization in such places as Afghanistan and Haiti, as well as with regard to the G20 summit and the nuclear security summit.

SK Politics Links: Exercises

Lee is being harsh on North Korea, especially since Cheonan

President Lee Myung-bak laid out the economic and diplomatic measures aimed at striking back at the impoverished North, including halting some trade and taking the regime before the Security Council. 

International investigators concluded last week that a torpedo from a North Korean submarine tore apart the warship Cheonan on March 26 in the Yellow Sea off the west coast in one of South Korea's worst military disasters since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Lee said it was another example of "incessant" provocation by North Korea, including a 1983 attack in Myanmar on a South Korean presidential delegation that killed 21 people, and the bombing of an airliner in 1987 that claimed 115 lives. 

"We have always tolerated North Korea's brutality, time and again. We did so because we have always had a genuine longing for peace on the Korean peninsula," Lee said in a solemn speech at the War Memorial. 
"But now things are different. North Korea will pay a price corresponding to its provocative acts," he said, calling it a "critical turning point" on the tense Korean peninsula, still technically in a state of war because the fighting ended in a truce, not a peace treaty. 
South Korea wants to appear tough, but US diminished commitment hurts Lee

Peter Lee, Professor/writer, East Asia times, July 24, 2010, “South Korea Reels as the US Backpedals” 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Korea/LG24Dg03.html
South Korea, which for a time expected to ride the Cheonan crisis to a heightened global profile and recognition as the key US security partner in Asia - and be in a position to leverage Western support in the event of a North Korean security crisis triggered by Kim Jong-il's death - instead found itself shunted to the side as the two superpowers, China and the United States, once again dispose of the affairs of the Korean Peninsula between them. 

On July 20, in a piece entitled, This Country Needs True Independence, a Chosun Ilbo columnist glumly observed: 
Seoul has had little say in the negotiations between Washington and Beijing. 




Lee would take a hit if the US mollifies China

Peter Lee, Professor/writer, East Asia times, July 24, 2010, “South Korea Reels as the US Backpedals”

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Korea/LG24Dg03.html
It would seem the best US hope is for Kim Jong-il's prompt demise and a quick security crisis on the peninsula to resolve the fate of the DPRK on terms favorable to Washington and Seoul, before China can use its economic, military and diplomatic muscle to ratchet up tensions in East Asia and emerge as the preeminent driver of the regional security debate. 
The unpalatable alternative would be to take the cautious approach, backpedaling and mollifying China by reviving the six-party talks. 
However, this would be a body blow to the Lee Myung-bak government, which has staked its prestige on a pro-US tilt and the idea that a ROK-US united front could deal with China's manifest displeasure. 
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