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Obama Win

Obama winning – lead in battleground states, with female voters, and voters dislike Romney
Zeleny 8-1 (Jeff Zeleny and Dalia Sussman, NYT, “New Polls in Three Battleground States Show Obama Edge,” 8-1-12, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/01/us/politics/polls-give-obama-edge-in-pennsylvania-ohio-and-florida.html?_r=1&nl=afternoonupdate&emc=edit_au_20120801&pagewanted=all)
President Obama is struggling to convince voters that he deserves to win re-election based on his handling of the economy, but his empathy and personal appeal give him an edge over Mitt Romney in Ohio, Florida and Pennsylvania, according to Quinnipiac University/New York Times/CBS News polls.  The contours of a deeply competitive presidential race, with three months remaining until the election, are highlighted in the new surveys of likely voters in the three battleground states. Mr. Romney drew fairly even with Mr. Obama when voters were asked about managing the nation’s financial situation, but his candidacy remains tested by concerns over his business background and his reluctance to release more of his tax returns.  The polls in the three states, all of which Mr. Obama carried in 2008, offer a window into challenges and opportunities for both candidates as August begins and they prepare for their nominating conventions and the general election fight. Most paths to victory that the campaigns are pursuing include winning at least two of the states.  While independent voters break strongly for Mr. Obama in Pennsylvania, a state that Mr. Romney has been trying to make more competitive, they are closely split in Florida and Ohio. Of the coalition that Mr. Obama built to win the White House, independent voters remain a hurdle, with a little more than half in Florida and Ohio saying they disapprove of his job performance.  But a torrent of television advertising in the states, particularly in Ohio and Florida, appears to be resonating in Mr. Obama’s quest to define his Republican rival. The polls found that more voters say Mr. Romney’s experience was too focused on making profits at Bain Capital, the private equity firm he led, rather than the kind of experience that would help create jobs.  A snapshot of the race, taken during a burst of summer campaigning, found that Mr. Obama holds an advantage of 6 percentage points over Mr. Romney in Florida and Ohio. The president is stronger in Pennsylvania, leading by 11 percentage points. The margin of sampling of error is plus or minus three percentage points in each state.  The New York Times, in collaboration with Quinnipiac and CBS News, is tracking the presidential contest in six states through polls over the next three months. In addition to Ohio, Florida and Pennsylvania, which have a combined 67 electoral votes, surveys will be taken in Colorado, Wisconsin and Virginia, which have 32 electoral votes.  Four years ago, Mr. Obama won all six states. Mr. Romney is campaigning in each state, with his strategists seeing the efforts in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin as the most ambitious. Those two states, which have voted for the Democratic presidential candidate over the last two decades, are considered firewalls, and an erosion of support would signal trouble for the president.  The polls found that Mr. Obama faces substantial hurdles of his own, most of them rooted in the electorate’s deeply pessimistic outlook on the economy. By double-digit margins, voters in each state say his policies would hurt, rather than help, their personal financial situation if he won re-election, a worrisome sign considering the economy is ranked as voters’ chief concern.  Still, more than half of voters in each state also say the administration’s actions are either slowly improving the economy or will, if given more time.  “Romney does have business experience, but I wonder if his business experience would benefit the country or might harm it,” said Peg Pagano, 72, a retiree in Holland, Pa., in a follow-up interview. “He was in business in order to make a profit. There’s nothing wrong with that, but how would that help the country? I feel Obama needs to be given another four years.”  In all three states, most women say they prefer Mr. Obama. About half of female voters in Florida back him, while his support is even stronger in Ohio and Pennsylvania, where nearly 6 in 10 women say they favor him. In Ohio, men prefer Mr. Romney, while they are more closely split in Florida and Pennsylvania.  The economy is the top concern in all three states. But voters in Ohio express more optimism about their own backyard, with 33 percent saying their economy is improving, compared with 23 percent in Florida. Ohio’s unemployment rate, 7.2 percent, is the lowest of the three states and below the national rate.  A sliver of voters, 4 percent in each state, say they are undecided between Mr. Obama and Mr. Romney. Only about one in 10 who have picked a candidate say they could change their minds, fewer than some polls showed at this point in previous races.  Mr. Obama has a clear advantage on personal measures, and far more voters say he cares about the needs and problems of people like them.

Slight lead for Obama – voters hate Romney
PRC 8-2 (Pew Research Center, “Romney's Personal Image Remains Negative: Obama Leads Nationwide, But Closer Race in Swing States,” 8-2-12, http://www.people-press.org/2012/08/02/romneys-personal-image-remains-negative/)

By a 52% to 37% margin, more voters say they have an unfavorable than favorable view of Mitt Romney. The poll, conducted prior to Romney’s recent overseas trip, represents the sixth consecutive survey over the past nine months in which his image has been in negative territory. While Romney’s personal favorability improved substantially between March and June – as Republican voters rallied behind him after the primary season ended– his image has again slipped over the past month.  Barack Obama’s image remains, by comparison, more positive – 50% offer a favorable assessment of the president, 45% an unfavorable one. Even so, Obama’s personal ratings are lower than most presidential candidates in recent elections.  A review of final pre-election surveys of voters since 1988 finds that all candidates enjoyed considerably higher personal ratings going into the final days of their campaigns than does Mitt Romney currently. In fact, only three, Michael Dukakis in 1988, George H.W. Bush in 1992 and Bob Dole in 1996, were not rated favorably by a majority of voters. Obama’s current ratings also are lower than the pre-election ratings of most other recent presidential candidates.  The latest national survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, conducted July 16-26, 2012, among 2,508 adults, including 1,956 registered voters, finds that, in keeping with his favorability advantage, Obama continues to hold a sizable lead over Romney in the election contest. Currently, 51% say they support Obama or lean toward him, while 41% support or lean toward Romney. This is largely unchanged from earlier in July and consistent with polling over the course of this year. Across eight Pew Research Center surveys since January, Obama has led Romney by between four and 12 percentage points.  To track the presidential race over time – among all voters and among key voting blocs – see our new election interactive.  Obama holds only a four-point edge (48% to 44%) across 12 of this year’s key battleground states. While the data does not allow a state-by-state analysis, the overall balance of support in these closely contested states has remained level in recent months, with Obama slightly ahead, but neither candidate holding a significant advantage.

Obama leading in polls – Romney’s focus on econ is dragging him down

Kraushaar 8-1 (Josh Kraushaar, “Obama, Regaining The Momentum,” August 1, 2012, http://decoded.nationaljournal.com/2012/08/president-obama-has-regained-m.php)

President Obama has regained momentum in the presidential race, at least by the results from the just-released Quinnipiac battleground-state polls and a separate Democracy Corps (D) poll conducted last week.  All four polls show Obama at the 50 percent mark or above, with growing leads over Mitt Romney.  The polls only surveyed likely November voters, among the first to add in the screen.  The Quinnipiac polls, commissioned with CBS and the New York Times, show Obama leading Romney 51 to 45 percent in Florida; 50 to 44 percent in Ohio, and 53 to 42 percent in Pennsylvania. Even as voters express deep pessimism about the economy, Obama's job approval is stable at 48 percent (Ohio/Florida) and 49 percent (Pennsylvania).  Among independents, Obama holds a statistically insignificant 47 to 46 percent lead in Florida, a 47 to 44 percent lead in Ohio and a sizable 58 to 36 percent lead in Pennsylvania.  In the Democracy Corps survey, Obama's job approval hit the magic 50 percent job approval mark for the first time in months.  He leads Romney 50 to 46 percent in the poll. "We are sure Obama has a lead of at least 3 points in this race," the pollsters write in their memo.  What should concern the Romney campaign is that these numbers are coming out as voters are indicating their economic situation has gotten worse.  Usually voter preferences of an incumbent candidate track closely with the trajectory of the economy; that's not happening, according to these polls. Perhaps, as Ron Brownstein has speculated, it's because voters have lowered their expectations about the economy so much that they're resistant to the growing specter of bad news. If so, that's an indictment of the Romney campaign's strategy to run exclusively on the economy, to the exclusion of other issues.   And if that's the case, the Romney campaign may need to do some rethinking of the "prevent defense" strategy it's employed throughout the campaign - most recently, its decision to limit Romney's press conference on an important overseas trip.  The trip should have been a smashing success; instead because of challenges dealing with a frustrated press corps, it was at best a missed opportunity.

Obama winning despite economy
Quemener 7-29 (Tangi Quemener, Agence France-Presse, “With 100 days until vote Obama ahead but vulnerable,” July 29, 2012, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ikbR-dxyigMjOKRRwBhzKEPCaghA?docId=CNG.6ebba5d245517495a56203960912fb92.01)

 An average of national polls compiled by RealClearPolitics.com, a non-partisan website that tracks political trends, shows Obama slightly ahead of Romney overall, with 46.4 per cent of the vote to 45.1 per cent. His lead has narrowed from 3.6 per cent at the beginning of July, even though polling expert Nate Silver of the New York Times, gives Obama a 65 per cent chance of being re-elected thanks to the lead he enjoys in certain key states. In his speeches, Obama exhorts his followers to mobilise for what he warns will be a tight election. In fact, the WSJ and NBC poll found that only eight per cent of the electorate remains undecided at this point. The campaign is likely to gather in intensity in August, and several key events in the coming weeks could still shift the momentun. Romney must unveil his running-mate, Republicans and Democrats will hold nominating conventions at the end of August and early September respectively and televised debates have been scheduled for October 3, 16 and 22. "What matters most is economic news over the next 100 days," said Thomas Mann, an expert on the US presidency at the Brookings Institution, a Washington think tank. "Every democratic government around the world faces a daunting challenge getting re-elected during these difficult economic times," he told AFP. But Mann said he was "impressed by the fact that Obama has maintained a small lead over Romney and job approval ratings just a few points under 50 per cent over the last months is spite of the economy".
Obama winning – new poll reflects likely voters

Feldmann 8-1 (Linda, staff writer @ the Christian Science Monitor, “Obama leads in three key swing states, but Romney can still sway voters,” August 1, 2012, http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Elections/President/2012/0801/Obama-leads-in-three-key-swing-states-but-Romney-can-still-sway-voters?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+feeds%2Fcsm+(Christian+Science+Monitor+%7C+All+Stories))

 Despite persistently high unemployment , President Obama is beating Republican candidate Mitt Romney in three key battleground states, Ohio, Florida, and Pennsylvania, according to a new Quinnipiac University/New York Times/CBS News poll.  In Ohio, Mr. Obama beats Mr. Romney among likely voters 50 percent to 44 percent. In Florida, Obama is ahead 51 percent to 45 percent. Obama has a wider lead in Democratic-leaning Pennsylvania, 53 percent to 42 percent. Since 1960, no one has won the White House without winning at least two of these states. Four years ago, Obama won all three.  If history is any guide, Ohio’s result may be most significant: The Buckeye State has voted for the winner in every presidential race since 1964, the longest winning streak of any state. And no Republican has ever won the presidency without winning Ohio. Obama launched his reelection campaign there; and he, Vice President Joe Biden, and first lady Michelle Obama are all frequent fliers to the state. On Wednesday, the president holds campaign events in Mansfield and Akron.   Obama’s personal appeal and empathy give him the edge in all three states, even as he struggles to convince voters that he would do a better job on the economy than Romney, a wealthy former businessman, the Times reports. The long-documented gender gap that favors Democrats is also evident.  “The president's strength among women is the dominant dynamic fueling his lead,” writes Peter Brown, assistant director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute in Hamden, Conn.  In Ohio, Obama leads among women 58 percent to 37 percent. In Florida, he leads among women 51 percent to 44 percent. And in Pennsylvania, his lead is 59 percent to 35 percent. But Romney’s strength among men mitigates Obama’s female advantage.

Obama leading – women and Latinos

Lauter 8-1 (David Lauter @ LA Times, “New poll boosts Obama in battleground states,” August 01, 2012, http://articles.latimes.com/2012/aug/01/news/la-pn-new-poll-boosts-obama-in-key-battleground-states-20120801)

Strong support among women and Latinos and doubts about Mitt Romney’s business background have boosted President Obama into a lead in two swing states, according to a poll released Wednesday.  Obama leads Romney among likely voters 51%-45% in Florida and 50%-44% in Ohio, according to the poll by Quinnipiac University, the  New York Times and  CBS News . The poll also showed Obama with a 53%-42% lead among likely voters in Pennsylvania, a state that some Republicans have touted as a possible swing location. Both campaigns have stopped advertising in Pennsylvania, indicating that neither feels it currently makes the battleground list.  Romney need not win Pennsylvania – a state that Democrats consistently have carried in recent presidential elections. But he probably needs to win both Florida and Ohio to gain election and certainly could not prevail if he lost both states. The poll continues to show Obama vulnerable – voters still judge him poorly on his handling of the nation’s economy – and in Florida and Ohio, Romney tied him on the question of which candidate would do a better job on that. (Obama had a small lead on that question in Pennsylvania.) Moreover, only about a quarter of likely voters in the three states said that Obama’s economic policies would help their “personal financial situation,” with slightly over a third saying his policies would make no difference and almost 1 in 4 saying they would “hurt.”  Republican strategists have said they believe Romney can use a probable financial advantage in the fall to leverage voters’ discontent with the economy. For now, however, at least in Ohio and Florida, where the campaigns have been battling each other intensively for weeks, the poll indicates Obama has gotten on top of the policy debate and has sown doubts about Romney’s background.  By margins of 58%-37% in Florida, 60%-37% in Ohio and 62%-34% in Pennsylvania, likely voters said they favored Obama’s plan to raise taxes on earnings above $250,000 a year. And asked whether Romney has “the right kind of business experience to get the economy creating jobs again or is Romney’s kind of business experience too focused on making profits” – the argument at the center of the Obama campaign’s advertising barrage against Romney – likely voters in all three states took the president’s side of the case.  In Ohio, likely voters by 50%-41% said Romney’s experience was “too focused on making profits.” In Florida, the divide was closer, 48%-42%, while in Pennsylvania, they split 51%-42%.  In Ohio, the poll showed Obama benefiting from a significant gender gap, with women backing him by a 21-point margin, 58%-37%, while men backed Romney by 10 points,  52%-42%. In Florida, there was little gender difference, but support among Latino likely voters was driving  Obama’s margin. He led among Latinos by 56%-37%, offsetting a 42%-55% deficit among whites.  Two other numbers from the poll were good news for Obama’s campaign:  Among likely voters who side with him, roughly 60% in all three states said they “strongly favor” him. By contrast, among Romney’s likely voters, fewer than 50% said they “strongly favor” their candidate, with the number dropping to 42% in Ohio and 41% in Pennsylvania. And when asked about Obama’s economic policies, a majority of likely voters in all three states said either that they “are improving the economy now” or that they haven’t yet, but “will if given more time.”

Obama Win – African-American Turnout

Tag
King 7-30 (John King, CNN Chief National Correspondent, “The Battlegrounds: African-American turnout,” 7-30-12, http://www.cnn.com/2012/07/26/politics/king-battleground-pennsylvania/index.html)
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (CNN) -- Paulette Beale shakes her head at the suggestion, then flashes a contagious smile.

"It's still history," she says, to rebut the notion there could be less intensity for President Barack Obama in the African-American community the second time around.

"The first history was that he won. The second history's that he won twice. So, it's not just about history the first time, you have to be concerned about the history for the next four years also. You can make history more than one time, you know."

Her mother and father stand a few feet away, nodding approvingly.

Paul and Altermese Beale founded Paul Beale's Florist 41 years ago. Paulette takes the lead now, but her parents are on hand helping most days in a shop that is an institution in the Ogontz Avenue area of North Philadelphia.

"We love him," Altermese Beale says of Obama. "One of the proudest days of my life was the day he was elected."

The Beales are determined to see the president re-elected, and are part of an Obama campaign ground operation that is active early because of several obstacles to generating the big African-American turnout that was critical to then-Sen. Obama's 2008 victories in many of the major presidential battlegrounds, Pennsylvania among them.

 Obama vs. low black voter turnout Fact-Checking campaign ads Biden critical of Romney campaign

Our visit this week was timed to coincide with the president's speech to the National Urban League.

At that meeting, in New Orleans, a major topic of discussion is a new Urban League study suggesting that if African-American turnout in 2012 falls back to 2004 levels, then Obama is almost certain to lose North Carolina and would find things much tougher in a handful of other battlegrounds, including Ohio, Virginia, Michigan, Florida and Pennsylvania.

In 2008, just shy of 65% of eligible African-Americans voted for president; in 2004 it was 60%. That prospect of lower turnout could change the math in some key battlegrounds even if the president runs roughly equal to his share of the African-American vote, an eye-popping 95% in 2008.

There are a number of reasons the Obama campaign worries that turnout among its most loyal voters could slip some -- and we got a taste of all of them during our visit to Philadelphia:

• Economy: African-American unemployment is well above the national average.

• History: The prospect of electing the country's first African-American president was unquestionably a factor in the 2008 turnout boost.

• Complacency: The president's win in Pennsylvania was by 9 points, and Republicans have not carried the state in a presidential race since 1988.

• New voter ID laws: Pennsylvania is among the states with a new requirement that voters show photo identification on Election Day.

Paul Beale scowls at the mention of the law.

"There are people who don't want him as president and they are trying to suppress the vote," he says.

Altermese Beale says some of her elderly friends don't have driver's licenses or other current photo identification.

"If they keep this law, we will be in bad shape," she says.

The Beales ask every customer if they are registered to vote, and have forms and literature on hand for those who need help. Across the street at the Obama campaign field office -- one of six in Philadelphia -- a table just inside the door is stacked with literature about the new law and its requirements.

The campaign's networking with local businesses is part of an unprecedented effort to register and then keep in contact with African-American voters.

Danny Wright is a natural fit. A 67-year-old with vivid memories of taking part in civil rights marches in his native Maryland and now the owner of Danny's Auto Tags, which contracts with the state to issue driver's licenses and also sells auto insurance.

"It's like a spark," Wright told us during our afternoon visit. "When you say, 'Obama,' everybody is very, very enthusiastic about him and you will see each person say to the other person, 'Have you registered to vote?' "

The new ID law is also a hot topic of conversation. Many fiercely oppose it. Wright is in that group, but says he has to assume it will stay on the books through November.

"You hear a lot of talk about suppression," he says. "Everyone is making sure they're having the proper ID and everything to go vote. So we reinforce this also."

Our walk through the neighborhood -- steamy temperature aside -- had more of an October feel than late July; campaign volunteers were everywhere, asking passersby if they are registered to vote and collaring most of those who answered no.

One of the local Obama turnout teams has met regularly since the 2008 campaign. Most of the others took shape beginning a year ago. One older volunteer says his only worry is that so many people tell him, "Don't worry, Pennsylvania is a can't-lose.' "

Bruce Burton has a quick answer when visitors to his Pretty Boyz barber shop sound complacent about the president's November odds.

"We have more at stake," Burton said. "We're either going back to the years of President Bush or we're going to keep moving forward. ... We have voter registration forms in the back. We are recruiting as many people as possible. We are not feeling that this is a sure bet. We feel we have to stand behind him 100%."

Black clergy is always critical to voter turnout in communities like this, and Dr. Kevin R. Johnson says Obama can count on his help despite a disagreement over the president's support for same-sex marriage.

"We understand that he is not the pastor of the United States of America -- he is the president of the United States," said Johnson, the senior pastor at Philadelphia's Bright Hope Baptist Church.

After services this past Sunday, Bright Hope congregants had a chance to get materials on the new voter ID law.

Johnson says that law could be one factor in driving African-American turnout down a bit from 2008. But if there is a significant drop, his bet is that the tough economy will be the driving force.

"The president could do more in that area," Johnson said. "When you look at the unemployment rate in the African-American community, there's more that can be done."

Still, Johnson says things are a bit improved in recent months, and as he tells congregants they must vote, he also says he is banking on a little help in this tougher election climate.

"The reason I know that everything is going to be all right in November is because I trust in the Lord," Johnson said. "I love the president. But I trust in the Lord."

Obama Win – Economy 

Obama winning – voters support his economic policy – best ev, polls LIKELY voters
Zeleny 8-1 (Jeff Zeleny and Dalia Sussman, NYT, “New Polls in Three Battleground States Show Obama Edge,” 8-1-12, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/01/us/politics/polls-give-obama-edge-in-pennsylvania-ohio-and-florida.html?_r=1&nl=afternoonupdate&emc=edit_au_20120801&pagewanted=all)
The president drew broad support from voters in each state for a proposal to raise income taxes on people whose household income is more than $250,000. The plan received the backing of 58 percent of likely voters in Florida, 60 percent in Ohio and 62 percent in Pennsylvania.  Mr. Romney has endured criticism for declining to release more than two years of his tax returns, and at least half the voters, including about half the independent voters, in each state say presidential candidates should release several years of returns.  The state polls were conducted by telephone, both land lines and cellphones, from July 24 through July 30 among 1,177 likely voters in Florida, 1,193 likely voters in Ohio and 1,168 likely voters in Pennsylvania.  The findings cannot be compared with previous surveys because the polls are a measure of people who are likely to vote, rather than those who are simply registered. While the intensity of the race is high, it remains an open question how much the summer campaigning will influence the outcome.  Tens of millions of dollars have been invested on television advertising in the states, but most voters say they are not swayed by the commercials.  “Regardless of who gets in, neither one of them can do much about the economy, because it’s bigger than what one man can do, no matter what his policies are,” said William Basler, 69, an independent voter and a financial adviser from Fort Myers, Fla. “I think Romney has a little more economic experience because of his business background than Obama does, but I’m voting for Obama because his policies are more in line with my thinking over all.” 
Obama Win – Latinos

Obama winning with Latino voters
Montanaro 7-25 (Domenico Montanaro, Deputy Political Editor @NBC News, “Latino support for President Obama holds steady,” 7-25-12, http://firstread.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/07/25/12948572-latino-support-for-president-obama-holds-steady?lite)

President Barack Obama remains broadly popular with Hispanics, a key voting bloc in this fall’s election, according to new data from the NBC-Wall Street Journal-Telemundo poll.

The president leads presumptive Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney 67 to 23 percent among Latino registered voters, much wider than the six-point margin the president holds among all registered voters nationally.

Hispanics are the fastest-growing group in the country, fueling their increasing political importance, particularly in several swing states. More than one-in-six Americans identify as Hispanic or Latino, according to the U.S. Census , and they are an important pillar of the president’s hopes of winning a second term.

But while Obama continues to lead among Latinos by similar margins to what he won in 2008, there are indications that Latinos’ intensity continues to be lacking .

To measure enthusiasm, the pollsters asked respondents to say how interested they are in this November’s contest, on a scale of one to 10. Adding up the 8s, 9s, and 10s gives a good measure of who the most likely voters will be this fall.

By that measure, just 68 percent of Latinos put themselves in this high-interest category – similar to what they reported last month – off from the average of 79 percent of all respondents in the poll.

One glimmer of hope for the Obama campaign is that the number of Hispanics calling themselves 10s has gone up six points from last month. But even that number is down 10 points from where it was in July 2008.

A big reason Hispanics favor Obama by such a wide margin is a shared philosophy. On every category asked – from looking out for the middle class to dealing with immigration or the economy – Latinos say Obama would be better than Romney by much wider margins than all respondents.

In fact, on handling of the economy, all respondents give President Obama just a 44 percent approval rating. But, among Hispanics, it’s 58 percent. And they think Obama would be better than Romney in dealing with the economy by a 15-point margin. That’s the reverse of all respondents, who say they prefer Romney by six points.

Latinos are also more optimistic about the direction the country is headed. They are almost evenly divided about it with 41 percent saying the country is headed in the right direction and 45 percent saying it’s on the wrong track.

Compare that to all respondents, just 32 percent of whom say the country’s going in the right direction versus 60 percent, who say it’s off on the wrong track.

Romney also continues to have an image problem with Latinos. While the former Massachusetts governor is viewed more negatively than positively with all Americans, it’s even worse with Hispanics – just 22 percent view him positively; 44 percent view him negatively.

By contrast, 64 percent of Hispanics say they have a favorable view of Obama.

NBC News-Wall Street Journal-Telemundo has sponsored two polls since the president’s immigration announcement, which halted the deportation of illegal immigrants younger than 30 and who were brought to the United States as children.

There is no significant movement in support from Hispanics, but that support appears to have solidified. The president’s challenge, however, continues to be turning out these voters in the numbers he will need this November.

POLL NOTES… With the Olympics starting this week, there was an interesting difference that emerged in the poll between Hispanics and all respondents when it comes to Olympic viewing preferences. A plurality of all Americans (29 percent) named gymnastics as their favorite Olympic sport. But nearly 4-in-10 Hispanics (39 percent) say they prefer team sports.

That’s no surprise, considering cultural differences in views relating to soccer -- a.k.a. “fútbol.”

Obama winning Latino vote over Romney

Davidsen 7-25 (Dana Davidsen, CNN, “Poll: Obama maintains lead among Latino voters,” July 25 2012,  http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2012/07/25/poll-obama-maintains-lead-among-latino-voters/)

(CNN) – President Barack Obama remains overwhelmingly favored among Hispanics compared to Mitt Romney, according to a new poll.
Obama's advantage over the presumptive GOP nominee among the politically imperative demographic remains steady from previous months with the president taking 67% to Romney's 23% of registered Latino voters, according to a NBC-Wall Street Journal-Telemundo poll  released Wednesday. Obama holds a six point advantage among all voters nationally.

Obama was heavily favored among Hispanics last month as well. A NBC-WSJ poll released in June showed Obama ahead of Romney by 66% to 26% within the group.
The June numbers follow the president's executive order halting the deportation of illegal immigrants brought to the United States as children. And with a month for Obama's new policy to set in Obama has a huge 44 point advantage over Romney, up four points since June. Obama's order was popular nationwide but especially among Latinos who were significantly in favor of the new policy by almost nine-in-ten, according to the NBC-WSJ poll last month.

Hispanics are also in the president's column on the economy.
Obama holds a 59% approval rating among Hispanics in his handling of the economy compared to a 44% approval rating nationwide. Hispanic respondents also believe Obama would be better at handling the economy than Romney, opposite from a national view that Romney would be better by a 6 point margin.

Latino interest in the 2012 election, however, appears to be lacking. Latinos are about 10 points below the average national interest level with only 68 percent of Latinos placing themselves in the 'high-interest' category regarding the upcoming election. The number is also down from the group's interest level in 2008.
In an effort to appeal to the fast-growing demographic, candidates will target the group heavily in swing states with large Latino populations like Colorado, Nevada and New Mexico.

The poll was conducted by Democratic pollster Peter D. Hart and Republican pollster Bill McInturff from July 18-22 of 1,000 registered voters and an oversample of 300 Hispanic/Latino registered voters. It has a sampling error of plus or minus 5.7 percentage points.

Obama leading Romney on Latino vote
Kilgore 7-25 (Ed Kilgore is a contributing writer to the Washington Monthly. He is is managing editor for The Democratic Strategist, a senior fellow at the Progressive Policy Institute, and a Special Correspondent for The New Republic, Washington Monthly, “More Evidence of Obama’s Solid Latino Base,” July 25 2012, http://www.washingtonmonthly.com/political-animal-a/2012_07/more_evidence_of_obamas_latino038819.php)

On the heels of last week’s Latino Decisions survey, there’s a new NBC/WSJ/Telemundo poll  of Latino registered voters that shows the same thing: Barack Obama is slowly but steadily widening his lead in this segment of the electorate amid signs that Mitt Romney may have blown a big opportunity when he got all Tancredo during the GOP primaries.

The new poll showed Obama leading Romney 67/23, as compared to a 66/26 margin last month and a 61/27 margin in May (if you’re keeping score at home, that’s a ten-point boost in Obama’s net margin in two months).

Now the conventional wisdom all along has been that even if Obama does as well as or even better among Latinos than in 2008, lower turnout could blunt or reverse the impact, and given the disproportionate economic battering this demographic has been taking, that’s a strong possibility.

This poll’s assessment of Latino voter enthusiasm is interesting, if murky given the usual problems in how to measure “enthusiasm.” Asked if they were more or less enthusiastic about voting “than in past elections” (which elections?!?), 50% said “more” and 32% said “less.” No telling what that means, but it doesn’t sound like a deeply discouraged voter segment. In a more absolute measure, “interest in the elections” on a scale of 1 to 10, the percentage at the very interested level of “10” is down from 59% at this point in 2008 to 49% today, but those at a level of “7” or higher isn’t that different (83% in 2008, 78% today).

Interestingly enough, Romney’s sharing his Latino problems with his party: respondents to this survey preferred a Democratic-controlled to a Republican-controlled Congress by a 64/24 margin, again representing a sizable net boost from the 58/30 margin in May.

Neil King’s report  on the survey for WSJ ended with this note:

If there’s a long-term silver lining for the GOP in the poll, it’s this: Nearly 40% of the respondents said they considered themselves conservatives.

Maybe that’s a “long-term silver lining”, but it’s also a short-term alarm signal: when you’re bouncing around in the 20s with a demographic category that’s nearly 40% self-identified conservative, and you’re running against an incumbent when the economy is terrible, you must be doing something very wrong.

Obama winning Latino vote – that’s key to the election
Fox News 7-26 (AP, “Obama Maintains 67 Percent Support Among Hispanics,” July 26, 2012,  http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2012/07/25/obama-maintains-67-pct-support-among-hispanics/#ixzz22XOwPNVR)
More than two-thirds of Hispanic voters would cast their ballots for incumbent Barack Obama if the presidential elections were held now, while fewer than a quarter would opt for Republican Mitt Romney, according to a survey released Wednesday.

Over the past two months, more and more Latino voters say they have decided to vote for Obama, from 61 percent in May to 67 percent in July, and those expressing confidence in Romney have fallen from 27 percent to 23 percent, the NBC-Wall Street Journal-Telemundo survey found.

Many observers say the Hispanic vote will be decisive in the November election.

A month ago, the president approved an executive order suspending the deportations of a substantial number of undocumented immigrant young people who arrived in the United States as minors, and his job approval rating among Hispanics rose to 65 percent.

Now, that popularity level has declined slightly to 62 percent overall, and it stands at 58 percent on economic policy.

In fact, the economy is the area where surveys show that voters are putting less confidence in the incumbent, as only 48 percent believe that Obama has or will put forward good economic ideas, compared with 25 percent who say the same about Romney.

SUMMARY

Over the past two months, more and more Latino voters say they have decided to vote for Obama, from 61 percent in May to 67 percent in July, and those expressing confidence in Romney have fallen from 27 percent to 23 percent, the NBC-Wall Street Journal-Telemundo survey found.

On other issues, the differences between Obama and Romney are intensifying: 69 percent of Hispanics feel that Obama looks out more for the middle class, 55 percent say he has more aptitude for dealing with immigration policy and 61 percent say he is handling the issue of health care better than his rival.

Despite that, 40 percent of Hispanic admit they have "mixed feelings" about the recent Supreme Court ruling on the constitutionality of Obama's health care reform, while 37 percent are satisfied with it and 16 percent are disappointed.

A mere 15 percent of Hispanics express support for Romney's foreign policy positions.

Six out of every 10 Hispanics approve of the Obama administration's handling of foreign affairs, up from 50 percent six months ago.

In sum, 64 percent of the Latino voters questioned have a positive view of Obama and 22 percent think favorably of Romney.

The political figure who garners the most support among Hispanics is first lady Michelle Obama with a 69 percent favorable rating, quite a bit higher than Ann Romney, the wife of the Republican candidate, who has just a 20 percent approval rating among the Latino electorate.

Sixty-four percent say they prefer a Congress with a Democratic majority compared with 24 percent who are in favor of Republican control of the legislative branch.

The survey released Wednesday emphasizes that interest in the presidential race has grown among Latino voters to 68 percent, which is below the national average.

Obama Win – Likability

Obama leading – Romney unpopular & seen as elitist
Fahrenthold 8-1 (David A. Fahrenthold and Aaron Blake, “Swing state poll: Romney still struggling to convince voters he cares,” 8-1-12, http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/swing-state-poll-romney-still-struggling-to-convince-voters-he-cares/2012/08/01/gJQAjKoAPX_story.html)
Mitt Romney started this campaign with a problem: an image as a wealthy elitist, out of touch with middle-class life.  New polls out Wednesday show that — even now, after months of campaigning and an expensive effort to introduce himself to voters — Romney still hasn’t overcome that first impression.  In the key swing states of Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida, voters were asked the question, “Would you say that Mitt Romney cares about the needs and problems of people like you or not?”  In all three, more people answered “not.”  A new poll by CBS News, the New York Times, and Quinnipiac University found that 54 percent of likely voters in Pennsylvania, 55 percent in Ohio, and 49 percent in Florida said Romney did not care about their problems.  A smaller contingent said Romney did understand them: 39 percent in Pennsylvania, 38 in Ohio, and 42 percent in Florida.  President Obama fared better: In all three states, at least 55 percent said the president did understand their needs and problems.  Other statistics also looked worrisome for Romney. In Pennsylvania, voters with an unfavorable view of Romney outnumbered those with a favorable view by eight percentage points. In the other two states, about as many voters said they held an unfavorable view of him as said they held a favorable one.  “For Obama, favorable views outnumbered unfavorable ones in all three.”

Obama winning – he’s just more likable

Altman 8-3 (Alex Altman, “Inside Obama’s Swing State Charm Tour,” 8-3-12, http://swampland.time.com/2012/08/03/inside-obamas-swing-state-charm-tour/#ixzz22Wrwf2Uq)

For a few minutes, it almost feels like 2008 again inside the air-conditioned gym. The raucous crowd is chanting and cheering and slinging I love you‘s. Before Barack Obama revs up his speech, they’re singing happy birthday to the President, who turns 51 on Saturday. “If I’d have known you guys were going to sing, I’d have brought a cake,” Obama tells the crowd of 2,400 at Rollins College in the Orlando suburbs. “I’d have made a wish. It probably would have had to do with electoral votes,” Obama adds. “We’re in Florida. It wouldn’t have been a bad birthday present.”  Outside in the August heat, Florida doesn’t look quite so friendly. Sign-toting protesters occupy scorched pavement in the bland suburban sprawl. The Sunshine State’s unemployment rate is 8.6%. Voters aren’t convinced it’s getting better. To carry Florida, one of the battlegrounds that will decide the presidential election, Obama will have to overcome a grim economy and a yawning fundraising deficit. A president hasn’t won re-election with a national unemployment rate above 8% since the Great Depression. Which is why, with Election Day just 95 days away, Obama’s campaign is in the midst of a swing-state charm offensive that puts the candidate in front of the narrow slice of voters that count most.  (PHOTOS: Inside Barack Obama’s World )  After hitting Ohio on Wednesday, Obama continued the blitz on Thursday with stops in two of the country’s most pivotal markets. Obama’s visit to Orlando and Northern Virginia was a bid to shore up his standing with critical demographic groups, including women, Hispanics and young voters. With a bleak economic outlook, and without fresh policies to make things better, Obama almost seems to be betting that he can scrap his way to re-election on likability alone.  It could work. A poll jointly released Tuesday  by the New York Times, CBS News and Quinnipiac University pegged Obama’s lead in Florida and Ohio at six points apiece, 11 in Pennsylvania. The economy was voters’ top-ranked concern in each state; the President’s cushion was provided by his stronger personal connection with voters. Obama earned at least a 50% favorability rating from voters in each state, and between 55% and 58% when voters were asked whether Obama “cares about the needs and problems of people like you.” On that question, Romney scored between 38% and 42%.  At campaign events on Thursday, Obama touted a newly released analysis by an independent, nonpartisan think tank that suggested Mitt Romney’s tax plan would be regressive. Romney has yet to fill in the fine print of his pledge to give all Americans a 20% tax cut without adding to the deficit. But the study found that in order to meet those promises, Romney’s plan would lower taxes on the wealthy while slightly hiking overall rates on the middle class, who would be hit harder by likely loophole closures.  The upshot, Obama said, would be a tax increase of about $2,200 on the typical family of four. Individuals who haul in more than $3 million a year would save some $250,000. “He’s asking you to pay more,” Obama said, “so that people like him can pay less.” His campaign released a new ad Thursday morning with a similar theme, and rolled out a feature on its website that allows voters to calculate the Romney plan’s effect on their finances.  The comparison dovetails with the Obama campaign’s imperative, which is to make the election a “choice”– a word the President laces throughout his speeches – and not a referendum on his stewardship of the economy. “He laid out the differences well,” says Mary Kay Oweck, 67, a retired attorney from Winter Park. A registered Republican who voted for George W. Bush in 2000 but now leans Democrat, Oweck says she plans to vote for Obama.  “They have tried to sell us this trickle-down tax cut fairy dust before,” Obama said in Winter Park. “Every time we’ve grown,” he added in Virginia, “it hasn’t been from the top down. It’s been from the middle out.”  But even the pocketbook pitch is geared toward voters’ hearts more than their wallets. It’s part of the ongoing effort to define Romney as a greedy corporate raider, an executive attuned to the concerns of the boardrooms instead of those of middle-class voters. Painting Romney as a callous financier who would return the country to the fiscal policies that caused the recession is part of the Democrat’s attempt to make the challenger an unpalatable alternative for wavering independent voters.  The contrast between the two candidates’ campaign styles has been nearly as stark as the difference between their economic prescriptions. The sitting President has blanketed the swing states, holding campaign stops in steamy weather and pouring rain. Romney has kept a low-key schedule, attending fundraisers and keeping his distance from the press. Even his stump speech, which has come a long way since the days he crooned patriotic hymns to eat up clock, still seem engineered less to motivate than to avoid giving offense.  Romney’s remoteness is Obama’s gain, as a new Pew Research Center survey  released Thursday underscored. Half of all registered voters have a favorable impression of the President, with 45% viewing him unfavorably. Just 37% of respondents had a favorable image of Romney, compared to 52% with an unfavorable impression. Some Democrats grouse about Obama’s aloofness, but polls show most voters do not like Mitt Romney. It’s easy to be the candidate people want to have a beer with when the other guy doesn’t drink.  The president tried to press that edge Thursday. Before his event in Winter Park, Obama made an unscheduled stop at a cramped Puerto Rican restaurant advertising $3.95 lunch specials in Orlando’s Azalea Park neighborhood, a mostly Hispanic working-class enclave, where he picked up a $6 plate of pulled pork. Stowing his lunch in his limo, Obama waded into a crowd of mostly young African American children, attendees at a nearby church summer camp, for handshakes and photos. After working the rope line at Rollins College, he spoke by closed-circuit TV to a conference of female bloggers.  On he went to Virginia, a state to which he has traveled 38 times as President, 11 times this year alone–and not just because it’s in his backyard. On the grounds of a Loudoun County high school, Obama stoked an upbeat crowd on a floodlit stage under a pink-streaked sky. He kicked off a U-S-A chant in tribute to local gymnast Gabby Douglas’ Olympic triumph, wound through comparisons of the candidates’ tax plan and built to his request for four more years. “My faith in you is stronger than ever, and if you still believe in me like I believe in you, I’m asking you to stand with me,” he said to applause, slipping into his preacher’s cadence and noting that a win in Loudoun County would mean winning Virginia. “If we win Virginia we will win this election, and we’ll finish what we started in 2008.”

Obama Win – Michigan

Obama winning Michigan – Michigan key
Martin 7-31 (Tim, Associated Press and MLive “New poll shows Obama with an edge on Romney among likely Michigan voters,” 7-31-12, http://www.mlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2012/07/new_poll_shows_obama_with_an_e.html)
A new poll shows President Barack Obama with a lead on Mitt Romney in Michigan. The poll by Lansing-based EPIC-MRA was released Tuesday evening. It was reported by the Detroit Free Press , and also initially released to several Michigan TV stations. The poll shows the Democratic president ahead of Romney, the presumptive Republican nominee, 48 percent to 42 percent. The margin of error is plus or minus 4 percentage points for the survey, which was conducted July 24-31 and included 600 likely voters. About 10 percent of voters were undecided or refused to answer. Obama won Michigan in the 2008 election. Romney grew up in Michigan, the son of a former governor. Michigan could be a key swing state during this November's election.

Obama Win – Ohio

Obama winning Ohio – Ohio key
Feldmann 8-1 (Linda, staff writer @ the Christian Science Monitor, “Obama leads in three key swing states, but Romney can still sway voters,” August 1, 2012, http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Elections/President/2012/0801/Obama-leads-in-three-key-swing-states-but-Romney-can-still-sway-voters?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+feeds%2Fcsm+(Christian+Science+Monitor+%7C+All+Stories))

 Despite persistently high unemployment , President Obama is beating Republican candidate Mitt Romney in three key battleground states, Ohio, Florida, and Pennsylvania, according to a new Quinnipiac University/New York Times/CBS News poll.  In Ohio, Mr. Obama beats Mr. Romney among likely voters 50 percent to 44 percent. In Florida, Obama is ahead 51 percent to 45 percent. Obama has a wider lead in Democratic-leaning Pennsylvania, 53 percent to 42 percent. Since 1960, no one has won the White House without winning at least two of these states. Four years ago, Obama won all three.  If history is any guide, Ohio’s result may be most significant: The Buckeye State has voted for the winner in every presidential race since 1964, the longest winning streak of any state. And no Republican has ever won the presidency without winning Ohio. Obama launched his reelection campaign there; and he, Vice President Joe Biden, and first lady Michelle Obama are all frequent fliers to the state. On Wednesday, the president holds campaign events in Mansfield and Akron.

Obama Win – Swing States

Obama winning swing states – demographic and economic advantages
Stanage 7-30 (Niall Stanage, The Hill, “Swing states give Obama the edge,” 7-30-12, http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/240921-battlegrounds-give-obama-election-edge)

President Obama has an overall edge in the 12 decisive battleground states that is measurably greater than his advantage in national polling.  The dynamic, which may reflect a combination of lower swing-state unemployment rates and demographic advantages for the president, is causing stirrings of unease among Republicans, even as they emphasize that it is important not to read too much into the state of the race right now.  “Obama is concentrating his considerable early resources and messaging in the swing states, and it’s had an impact,” said Mark McKinnon, who served as a media adviser for President George W. Bush’s presidential campaigns.     But McKinnon added that Republican candidate Mitt Romney was “raising and saving his money to ensure he won’t be out-punched in the final rounds.” The crucial battleground states number about a dozen: Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin.   Taking the polling averages used by Nate Silver in the New York Times, the president is ahead in 10 of the 12 vital states. If those polls were borne out on Election Day, Obama would coast to victory with 332 electoral college votes. Only 270 votes are needed to win the presidency.  Awarding Obama only the states in which he now leads by 3 percentage points or more in the polling averages still sees him safely home.   By that measure, as of last Friday, he would win 8 of the 12 battlegrounds, for a total of 290 electoral votes.    Romney victories in Florida, Missouri, North Carolina and Virginia would leave the Republican marooned on 248 electoral votes.  Strategists including Karl Rove have, in recent months, noted that Romney’s path to victory is a challenging one in terms of the electoral map.   Now, Democrats are citing the same argument to justify their guarded confidence.  “All the swing states this time are places [Obama] has been able to win in the past,” said David Beattie, a Florida-based Democratic pollster. “Some of them, like Nevada and Colorado, are pretty solidly in his direction. One of the most optimistic things for Obama is that Iowa and Virginia are still regarded as swing states.”  Advertising has been a key factor.   Obama has been outspending the Romney campaign by a considerable amount — his TV advertising outlay for June was $32.2 million compared against a total advertising spend of $10.4 million for Romney.  But TV ads assailing Romney are unlikely to be the only reason for Obama’s battleground-state advantage. The president gets an assist from some intriguing trends in both economic and demographic data.

Obama winning swing states – low unemployment and high minority stats contribute to support
Stanage 7-30 (Niall Stanage, The Hill, “Swing states give Obama the edge,” 7-30-12, http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/240921-battlegrounds-give-obama-election-edge)

Based upon the most recent job figures, which covered June, only four of the 12 battleground states have unemployment rates that are above — or, in the case of Colorado, identical to — the national average of 8.2 percent.   The relative lack of pain felt in the job market in some of the other swing states may well be playing in Obama’s favor.  Take New Hampshire, for example. Obama’s average polling lead of more than 4 percentage points might seem incongruous in a traditional swing state that is overwhelmingly white and adjacent to Romney’s Massachusetts base. But the fact that joblessness is running at 5.1 percent could be an important part of the explanation.  Statistics like that “make for more fertile ground for the president to make his argument,” said Jamal Simmons, a Democratic strategist.  Not everyone is convinced by the state-by-state unemployment argument, however.  David Yepsen, who covered many presidential elections during a 34-year career with the Des Moines Register, cautioned that economic statistics in general were less important than how people feel about their lives.  “I don’t think in Iowa they are feeling particularly good right now,” Yepsen said. “Looking at the unemployment rate is great if you are an economist, but not if you are the man in the street.” (Iowa’s unemployment rate is 5.2 percent.)  Even where the job-market pain is at its most intense, however, Obama can benefit from a curious pattern that might be termed “demographic insulation.”  The four battleground states with worse-than-average unemployment rates also have higher than average Hispanic or African-American populations — two key pillars of Obama’s support.  Nevada, for example, has the highest unemployment rate in the nation, at 11.6 percent. But the share of its population defined as “white, non-Hispanic” by the U.S. Census Bureau is just 53.6 percent, a full 10 percentage points lower than the national average. Hispanics make up 27.1 percent of the overall population in Nevada, and Obama leads in recent polls by an average of 5 percentage points. Matt Mackowiak, a Republican strategist, acknowledges that Nevada’s demographics might mean that Obama is “a little bit insulated.”   
Obama winning likely voters in key swing states
Walker 8-1 (Jon Walker, “Obama Over 50 Percent v. Romney in Ohio, Florida, and Pennsylvania,” August 1, 2012, http://elections.firedoglake.com/2012/08/01/obama-over-50-percent-v-romney-in-ohio-florida-and-pennsylvania/)

Some very good news for the Obama campaign this morning. The latest Quinnipiac University/ CBS News/New York Times swing state poll has Obama at or above 50 percent in a matchup with Mitt Romney in the three largest swing states of Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania. This is their first poll of likely voters this cycle. From Qunnipiac :  This is the first measure of likely voters in these swing states and cannot be compared with earlier surveys of registered voters. Matching Obama against Romney in each of these key states – no one has won the White House since 1960 without taking at least two of them – shows:  Florida: Obama edges Romney 51- 45 percent; Ohio: Obama over Romney by a slim 50 – 44 percent;
 Pennsylvania: Obama tops Romney 53 – 42 percent.  Support for President Obama’s proposal to increase taxes on households making more than $250,000 per year is 58 – 37 percent in Florida, 60 – 37 percent in Ohio and 62 – 34 percent in Pennsylvania, the survey by Quinnipiac/CBS/The Times finds.  It is not surprising that the Obama campaign’s promise to end the Bush tax cuts for the rich is popular. It was also popular in 2008 when Obama promised it in his first campaign.  Since he made no effort to actually keep that promise, he gets to run on the idea a second time.  On the all important issue of who would be better at handling the economy, voters in all three state are effectively evenly split. Romney has a two point edge in Florida while Obama has a four point edge in Pennsylvania and a one point edge in Ohio.  The other good news for Obama is that in all three states his favorable rating is net positive. In comparison Romney’s favorability rating is negative in the three states. Voters simply don’t like Romney very much, which is one of his biggest problems.

Obama’s winning swing states – 6 reasons [this is way overunderlined sorry]
The Week 8-1 (TheWeek.com, “What's behind President Obama's swing-state surge?” AUGUST 1, 2012, http://theweek.com/article/index/231400/whats-behind-president-obamas-swing-state-surge-6-theories)

If the presidential election were held today, President Obama would coast to a second term. That's the takeaway from three new polls  from Quinnipiac University, conducted in conjunction with The New York Times and CBS News, that show Obama with sizable leads over Mitt Romney in three swing states: Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Florida. In most electoral scenarios, the winning candidate will have to win at least two of those states, and Obama is ahead by 6 points in Florida, 6 in Ohio, and 11 in Pennsylvania. The polls found that only "a sliver of voters, 4 percent in each state, say they are undecided," say Jeff Zeleny and Dalia Sussman at The New York Times , meaning neither candidate has much room to win new fans, even though about half of respondents disapproved of Obama's handling of the economy. Here, six theories for Obama's growing swing-state lead:  1. Many voters think Romney doesn't care about them "Mitt Romney started this campaign with a problem: An image as a wealthy elitist, out of touch with middle-class life," say David A. Fahrenthold and Aaron Blake at The Washington Post . And the new polls show that "Romney still hasn't overcome that first impression." When asked, "Would you say that Mitt Romney cares about the needs and problems of people like you or not," a clear majority of respondents said "not." By contrast, at least 55 percent of respondents in all three states said Obama did care about their needs and problems.  2. Obama's attack ads are working  The Obama campaign has spent millions of dollars in all three states to air brutal ads attacking Romney's tenure at private equity firm Bain Capital and his refusal to release several years of tax returns. The effects of that assault shows in the polls, with many likely voters expressing "concerns over his business background and his reluctance to release more of his tax returns," say Zeleny and Sussman . Respondents said Romney's business experience "was too focused on making profits at Bain Capital… rather than the kind of experience that would help create jobs." And at least half of independent voters said a candidate "should release several years of returns."  3. Women overwhelmingly support Obama  "The president's strength among women is the dominant dynamic fueling his lead," says Peter Brown at Quinnipiac . About 60 percent of women in Ohio and Pennsylvania support Obama, as do half of women in Florida. Democrats have consistently argued that the GOP is waging a war against women by curbing abortion rights and cutting off access to contraception.  4. Voters agree with Obama on raising taxes on the rich  Obama "drew broad support from voters in each state for a proposal to raise income taxes on people whose household income is more than $250,000," say Zeleny and Sussman . Romney wants to "cut tax rates by 20 percent across the board," says Brian Montopoli at CBS News , but a new study from the Tax Policy Center shows that his plan would lead to large tax cuts for wealthy Americans and increase the tax burden on middle- and lower-income Americans. (Team Romney has disagreed with the think tank's findings.)  5. Swing states have relatively low unemployment rates Obama could be benefiting from "lower swing-state unemployment rates," says Niall Stanage at The Hill . Ohio's unemployment rate of 7.3 percent is lower than the national rate of 8.2 percent, which might make the lackluster economy less of a factor in the Buckeye State. In addition, Florida's economy appears to be improving, which could also make Obama a more palatable candidate.  6. The economy is no longer a major factor  "Usually voter preferences of an incumbent candidate track closely with the trajectory of the economy," but that's not happening this year, says Josh Kraushaar at The National Journal . It's possible that voters feel neither candidate can fix the economy's problems, and are instead voting on other factors, such as likability. "If so, that's an indictment of the Romney campaign's strategy to run exclusively on the economy, to the exclusion of other issues." Indeed, Romney is practically a stranger to most voters despite this being his second presidential run, says Beth Fouhy at The Associated Press , and he is now only now "starting to introduce himself in earnest" — before Obama's "efforts to define him in a negative light cripple his candidacy."

Obama winning swing states – unemployment and women

Quinnipac 8-1 (“Obama Hits 50% In Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Quinnipiac University/CBS News/New York Times Swing State Poll Finds,” August 1 2012, http://www.quinnipiac.edu/institutes-and-centers/polling-institute/presidential-swing-states-(fl-oh-and-pa)/release-detail?ReleaseID=1781)

 President Barack Obama hits the magic 50 percent mark against Gov. Mitt Romney among likely voters in Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania, with wide support for his plan to hike federal income taxes on upper-income voters, according to a Quinnipiac University/ CBS News/New York Times Swing State Poll released today.   This is the first measure of likely voters in these swing states and cannot be compared with earlier surveys of registered voters. Matching Obama against Romney in each of these key states - no one has won the White House since 1960 without taking at least two of them - shows:   Florida:
 Obama edges Romney 51- 45 percent; Ohio:
 Obama over Romney by a slim 50 - 44 percent; Pennsylvania:
Obama tops Romney 53 - 42 percent. Support for President Obama's proposal to increase taxes on households making more than $250,000 per year is 58 - 37 percent in Florida, 60 - 37 percent in Ohio and 62 - 34 percent in Pennsylvania, the survey by Quinnipiac/CBS/The Times finds.   "If today were November 6, President Barack Obama would sweep the key swing states of Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania and - if history is any guide - into a second term in the Oval Office," said Peter A. Brown, assistant director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute. "The president is running better in the key swing states than he is nationally. Part of the reason may be that the unemployment rate in Ohio is well below the national average. In Florida it has been dropping over the past year, while nationally that has not been the case."   "All this matters because half of all likely voters say the economy is the most important issue to their vote, far ahead of any other issue. The saving grace for Gov. Mitt Romney is that he roughly breaks even with the president on who is best on the economy," Brown added.   "The president's strength among women is the dominant dynamic fueling his lead. It is this dynamic that argues for Romney to pick a female running mate. On the other hand, the president's lead in Ohio and Florida also argues for the selection by Romney of Sen. Rob Portman or Sen. Marco Rubio since he can't win the White House without the Buckeye and Sunshine states and presumably these home state senators would be the most helpful."  

Obama winning (same warrants as above ev)

Metzler 8-1 (Rebekah Metzler, US News, “Poll: Obama Leads Romney in Critical Swing States,” August 1, 2012, http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/ballot-2012/2012/08/01/poll-obama-leads-romney-in-critical-swing-states)

 President Barack Obama leads Republican challenger Mitt Romney in three critical swing states, for the first time hitting an important threshold of support, according to a recent survey.  According to polls of likely voters by Quinnipiac University/CBS News/New York Times, support for Obama has hit 50 percent or more in Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania. No one has won the presidency without winning two of the three states since 1960.    In Florida, Obama leads Romney 51 percent to 45 percent; in Ohio, he leads 50 percent to 44 percent; and in Pennsylvania Obama leads 53 percent to 42 percent.  "If today were Nov. 6, President Barack Obama would sweep the key swing states of Florida, Ohio and Pennsylvania and - if history is any guide - into a second term in the Oval Office," said Peter Brown, assistant director of the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute, in a release.  The poll also showed support for Obama's call to increase taxes on households with annual earnings of more than $250,000 – in Florida, the margin is 58 percent to 37 percent, in Ohio, 60-37 percent, and in Pennsylvania, 62-34 percent.  "The president is running better in the key swing states than he is nationally," said Brown. "Part of the reason may be that the unemployment rate in Ohio is well below the national average. In Florida it has been dropping over the past year, while nationally that has not been the case."  While most voters are split or give the edge to Romney when it comes to who would better handle the economy, Obama leads among women voters and Romney among men.  "The president's strength among women is the dominant dynamic fueling his lead," said Brown. "It is this dynamic that argues for Romney to pick a female running mate. On the other hand, the president's lead in Ohio and Florida also argues for the selection by Romney of Sen. Rob Portman or Sen. Marco Rubio since he can't win the White House without the Buckeye and Sunshine states and presumably these home-state senators would be the most helpful."  The president's campaign strategy of spending heavily in swing state advertising ahead of the fall may be paying off. The question is whether or not voters are settling into their positions or if there's still some way Romney can change their minds ahead of the election. The Obama campaign, still raising plenty of money, is still trailing Romney and the Republicans though, so it's likely they will be outspent once the general election officially gets underway in September.  The surveys were conducted from July 24 – 30 and have a margin of error of plus or minus about 3 percent in each state.

Obama Win – Women

Obama winning with women – women key

Cordes 8-2 (Nancy Cordes is CBS News' congressional correspondent, “Mitt Romney could face huge hurdle with women voters in swing states,” August 2, 2012, http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-505267_162-57485071/mitt-romney-could-face-huge-hurdle-with-women-voters-in-swing-states/)

(CBS News) WASHINGTON - A Quinnipiac University/CBS News/New York Times poll released Wednesday in three key swing states shows President Obama leading his Republican rival, especially among female voters.  Traditionally, Democrats do better among women than Republicans, but the gender gap in this poll was remarkable: more than 20 points in Ohio and Pennsylvania.  Pollsters say it's the president's message that's pulling women in.  Campaigning in Ohio Wednesday, Mr. Obama pushed the notion that government isn't the only solution, but it should play a role in boosting the economy -- especially for the middle class.  Pollsters say that message resonates, particularly with single women struggling to get by.  Those women chose the president over the presumptive Republican nominee, Mitt Romney, by 2-to-1 in the poll.   Women are also more likely to list health care and social issues as important to their vote, which is why you're likely to see more ads like one that's out from the Obama campaign featuring a woman who says, "It's a scary time to be a woman. Mitt Romney is just so out of touch."  Women make up a key constituency. In 2008, 53 percent of voters were women.

Obama leading with women

Crabtree 8-2 (Susan Crabtree, Inside Politics @ The Washington Times, “Obama to women bloggers: I won't give 'any ground' on abortion rights,” August 2, 2012, http://www.washingtontimes.com/blog/inside-politics/2012/aug/2/obama-women-bloggers-i-wont-give-any-ground-aborti/)

Looking to expand his already strong lead among women voters, President Obama addressed a women's blogger conference in New York City Thursday pledging "not to give any ground" when it comes to abortion rights or women's reproductive issues.  "Millions of young women have coverage through their parents' plans. They are beginning to gain access to contraception at no additional cost. I'm not going to give any ground to those who would deny women their own health care choices," he told the crowd at the Blog Her event via a closed-circuit video feed while traveling in Florida. "Women should have control over decisions that affect your health, your lives, your careers."  He then pivoted to a completely political plea, arguing that women who share his beliefs about their control over their health care needs and their lives couldn't face a bigger choice this election.  Republicans and his GOP opponent Mitt Romney would get rid of Planned Parenthood and would take this country back to the days before abortion was legal, the president said.  A new Quinnipiac University poll released Thursday shows Mr. Obama leading Mr. Romney in three key swing states, especially among female voters. The gender gap in Ohio and Pennsylvania was striking, with Mr. Obama ahead of Mr. Romney by more than 20 points among women.

Obama leading college-educated women – key to the Colorado vote

Jackson Sun 7-29 (Jackson Sun, “Obama and Romney fight for suburban women's votes in Colorado,” 7-29-12,  http://www.jacksonsun.com/viewart/20120729/NEWS/120727019/Obama-Romney-fight-suburban-women-s-votes-Colorado)
 Just over 100 days until the election, polls in Colorado show a close race, though it's unclear how the electorate's psyche will be impacted by last week's shooting massacre at a suburban Denver movie complex and a summer wildfire season that has scorched countless homes and businesses.  For now at least, Obama has had the edge over female voters nationally and he is focusing on a particularly promising subset: College-educated women. Fifty-five percent of college-educated women preferred Obama in a June Associated Press-GfK poll, while 40 percent preferred Romney.  Women with college degrees make up 27 percent of Colorado voters, according to exit polls from the 2008 election, higher than the national average of 23 percent. That puts Colorado in league with other prime Romney-Obama targets, Virginia and New Hampshire.

Economy Key
Economy matters most in a close election
Quemener 7-29 (Tangi Quemener, Agence France-Presse, “With 100 days until vote Obama ahead but vulnerable,” July 29, 2012, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ikbR-dxyigMjOKRRwBhzKEPCaghA?docId=CNG.6ebba5d245517495a56203960912fb92.01)

In his speeches, Obama exhorts his followers to mobilise for what he warns will be a tight election. In fact, the WSJ and NBC poll found that only eight per cent of the electorate remains undecided at this point. The campaign is likely to gather in intensity in August, and several key events in the coming weeks could still shift the momentun. Romney must unveil his running-mate, Republicans and Democrats will hold nominating conventions at the end of August and early September respectively and televised debates have been scheduled for October 3, 16 and 22. "What matters most is economic news over the next 100 days," said Thomas Mann, an expert on the US presidency at the Brookings Institution, a Washington think tank. "Every democratic government around the world faces a daunting challenge getting re-elected during these difficult economic times," he told AFP. But Mann said he was "impressed by the fact that Obama has maintained a small lead over Romney and job approval ratings just a few points under 50 per cent over the last months is spite of the economy".

Independents Key

Independent voters key
Angle 7-27 (Jim Angle, FoxNews.com, “Political parties turn to independent voters for edge in November,” July 27, 2012, http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/26/political-parties-turn-to-independent-voters-for-edge-in-november/#ixzz22WlCQo49)
Most registered Republicans and Democrats have long since made up their minds who they're going to vote for, so the presidential campaigns are poised to spend tens of millions of dollars trying to win over those who say they don't belong to either party. "Most folks in the parties have made their decision already," says Lanae Erickson Hatalsky of the centrist Democratic think tank Third Way. "And so those independents, a bigger number of them, are now going to be the real key to victory in 2012." David Winston, a Republican strategist, said such independents made up 22 percent of voters in 2002. "In 2010, they had grown to make up about 29 percent of the electorate," he said. "So clearly as the exit polls have shown, they've grown quite a bit." And a Gallup poll recently reported that independents account for 35 percent or more of voters in most recent elections. Some political analysts, however, say many voters call themselves independents but really are not -- that the true number is less than 10 percent. If so, they're just as important: "Even half of that means 3, 4, 5 percent, and in most of these battleground states the final results will be within 52 to 48 percent, so they could be and probably will be the critical voters," says Larry Sabato, a political analyst at the University of Virginia. And one Republican analyst says independents have been key in recent swings of power in Washington. "In 1994, when Republicans won the Congress, we won independents by 14 (percentage points)," Winston said. "In 2006, when we lost the Congress, we lost independent by 18. And we came back in this last election in 2010, we won independents by 19 points"

AT: Uniqueness > Link

Obama will win the popular vote but it’ll be close – econ stability key to lock in Obama win
Dorning 7-27 (Mike, BusinessWeek, “Obama Holds Slim Re-Election Edge With Slow GDP Growth,” July 27, 2012, http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-07-27/slow-growth-leaves-room-for-obama-to-win-re-election)

The slow growth reported for the second quarter is enough to allow President Barack Obama an edge in his re-election bid, according to a forecasting model based on the economy and polling data.  The U.S. economy grew at a 1.5 percent annual rate from April through June, in line with forecasts and slowing from a revised 2.0 percent rate during the first three months of the year, the Commerce Department reported today.  “It puts Obama just barely above the break-even point,” said Alan Abramowitz, a political science professor at Emory University in Atlanta and developer of the forecasting model. “Mainly it tells me we’re heading to a very close election and Obama is a slight favorite.”  Abramowitz said today his model projects Obama will receive 50.5 percent of the popular vote in November and has a two- thirds probability of winning. The model doesn’t project the Electoral College outcome, and it is possible to win the popular vote without an electoral-vote victory, as occurred in the 2000 contest between Al Gore and George W. Bush.  In three-quarters of the 16 presidential elections since World War II, the outcome has been within 1.5 percentage points of this model’s projection, Abramowitz said.

AT: Can’t Predict

Pew Prodict
Pew study incorporates data from a wide demographic range 

PRC 8-2 (Pew Research Center, “Romney's Personal Image Remains Negative: Obama Leads Nationwide, But Closer Race in Swing States,” 8-2-12, http://www.people-press.org/2012/08/02/romneys-personal-image-remains-negative/)

The analysis in this report is based on telephone interviews conducted July 16-26, 2012 among a national sample of 2,508 adults, 18 years of age or older, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia (1,505 respondents were interviewed on a landline telephone, and 1,003 were interviewed on a cell phone, including 531 who had no landline telephone). The survey was conducted by interviewers at Princeton Data Source and Universal Survey under the direction of Princeton Survey Research Associates International. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish.

A combination of landline and cell phone random digit dial (RDD) samples were used; both samples were provided by Survey Sampling International. Both the landline and cell RDD samples were stratified by county based on estimated incidences of African-American and Hispanic adults, and counties with higher densities of African-American and Hispanic adults were oversampled. The final sample is weighted to correct for this disproportionate sampling. Respondents in the landline sample were selected by randomly asking for the youngest adult male or female who is now at home. Interviews in the cell sample were conducted with the person who answered the phone, if that person was an adult 18 years of age or older. For detailed information about our survey methodology, see http://people-press.org/methodology/

The sample was divided into three racial/ethnic groups (Hispanics, non-Hispanic African Americans, and non-Hispanic whites/other race) for weighting; each group was weighted using an iterative technique that matches gender, age, education, nativity (among Hispanics) and region to parameters within each racial/ethnic group from the March 2011 Current Population Survey (CPS). The combined sample was then weighted to match gender, age, race, Hispanic origin and nativity, education and region to parameters from the March 2011 CPS and to match population density to a parameter from the Decennial Census. The sample also is weighted to match current patterns of telephone status and relative usage of landline and cell phones (for those with both), based on extrapolations from the 2011 National Health Interview Survey. The weighting procedure also accounts for the disproportionate sampling, adjusts for household size among respondents with a landline phone, and accounts for the fact that respondents with both a landline and cell phone have a greater probability of being included in the combined sample. Sampling errors and statistical tests of significance take into account the effect of weighting. The following table shows the sample sizes and the error attributable to sampling that would be expected at the 95% level of confidence for different groups in the survey:

Sample sizes and sampling errors for other subgroups are available upon request.

In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls.

Battleground states were identified using ratings for each state from late May to early June from: The Cook Political Report, MSNBC, The New York Times, Real Clear Politics, Karl Rove, CNN, Pollster.com, and the Washington Post. The ratings by these different groups yield 12 battleground states (rated as tossup or lean Republican or Democrat) and 39 safe states, including Washington, D.C. Battleground states are: Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin. Solid or likely Republican states are: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, West Virginia and Wyoming. Solid or likely Democratic states are: California, Delaware, Washington D.C., Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont and Washington.

Aff

Obama Lose
Obama’s lead is slipping – polls now don’t preclude Romney win

Quemener 7-29 (Tangi Quemener, Agence France-Presse, “With 100 days until vote Obama ahead but vulnerable,” July 29, 2012, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ikbR-dxyigMjOKRRwBhzKEPCaghA?docId=CNG.6ebba5d245517495a56203960912fb92.01)

WASHINGTON, DC, USA (AFP) — With 100 days to go before the US election, President Barack Obama appears to have a slight edge over Republican rival Mitt Romney, though he is still at the mercy of a stumbling US economy. Polls show the Democratic incumbent's lead is shrinking as voters lose faith in his ability to tackle crucial domestic issues, in particular the economy, as growth slows and the job market stubbornly refuses to pick up. According to a Wall Street Journal and NBC poll published last week, only 36 per cent of American voters are confident Obama can improve the economy, while 43 per cent prefer Romney, a multi-millionaire former venture capitalist. Obama and his team have been hammering away at Romney's argument that his business experience makes him the better choice to get Americans back to work, alleging that his firm often sacked US workers and sent jobs abroad. But the attacks appear to have gained little traction with a pessimistic electorate. Unemployment is stuck at 8.2 per cent and is not expected to fall below 7.9 per cent by the end of the year, the White House acknowledged Friday. Figures released by the US Commerce Department on Friday showed GDP growth in the second quarter slowing to 1.5 per cent from 2.0 per cent in the first, amid falling consumer demand. Economists warn that growth of less than two per cent is not enough to make inroads into unemployment, and Romney's economic advisors claim that their policies could quickly double the rate. Sixty per cent of Americans believe the country is on the wrong track, the Wall Street Journal poll found. An average of national polls compiled by RealClearPolitics.com, a non-partisan website that tracks political trends, shows Obama slightly ahead of Romney overall, with 46.4 per cent of the vote to 45.1 per cent. His lead has narrowed from 3.6 per cent at the beginning of July, even though polling expert Nate Silver of the New York Times, gives Obama a 65 per cent chance of being re-elected thanks to the lead he enjoys in certain key states. In his speeches, Obama exhorts his followers to mobilise for what he warns will be a tight election. In fact, the WSJ and NBC poll found that only eight per cent of the electorate remains undecided at this point. The campaign is likely to gather in intensity in August, and several key events in the coming weeks could still shift the momentun. Romney must unveil his running-mate, Republicans and Democrats will hold nominating conventions at the end of August and early September respectively and televised debates have been scheduled for October 3, 16 and 22. "What matters most is economic news over the next 100 days," said Thomas Mann, an expert on the US presidency at the Brookings Institution, a Washington think tank. "Every democratic government around the world faces a daunting challenge getting re-elected during these difficult economic times," he told AFP. But Mann said he was "impressed by the fact that Obama has maintained a small lead over Romney and job approval ratings just a few points under 50 per cent over the last months is spite of the economy".  Still, Obama recently suffered a drop in his personal popularity. Some 43 per cent of voters responding to the WSJ and NBC poll said they had a negative opinion -- 32 per cent of them "very negative" -- of their president. The decline comes amid an onslaught of aggressive Democratic campaign ads targeting Romney's Swiss bank accounts and what they portray as a record of lost jobs at companies controlled by Bain Capital, the investment company he led. The two camps have pummeled each other on issues as diverse as foreign policy and support for small business. Romney accuses Obama of espousing a view of the economy that is "foreign to the American experience".

Obama Lose – Independetns

Obama losing support with independents
Angle 7-27 (Jim Angle, FoxNews.com, “Political parties turn to independent voters for edge in November,” July 27, 2012, http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/07/26/political-parties-turn-to-independent-voters-for-edge-in-november/#ixzz22WlCQo49)
"Even half of that means 3, 4, 5 percent, and in most of these battleground states the final results will be within 52 to 48 percent, so they could be and probably will be the critical voters," says Larry Sabato, a political analyst at the University of Virginia. And one Republican analyst says independents have been key in recent swings of power in Washington. "In 1994, when Republicans won the Congress, we won independents by 14 (percentage points)," Winston said. "In 2006, when we lost the Congress, we lost independent by 18. And we came back in this last election in 2010, we won independents by 19 points" So what moves independent voters? President Obama has tried to convince them a policy of taxing the rich is best course, one "that asks the wealthiest Americans to help pay down our deficit, to do their fair share," he told one audience last month. Third Way, the democratic think tank, however, polled voters in 12 battleground states and found independents don't buy the tax fairness argument. "They don't see themselves as victims in the system, so about 60 percent of them say our system is basically fair," Hatalsky said. "For these folks in the middle, the independents, income inequality was not a good message for them. It didn't work." "Look, the independent voter, particularly this year is -- a big chunk of them are college educated independents who don't buy the class warfare argument," said former Bush administration strategist Karl Rove, a Fox News contributor. That might explain why several recent polls show Obama down several points among independents, even though he won them by 8 percentage points in 2008. When it comes to the economy, independents in the Third Way poll didn't talk about fairness. They talked about opportunity and jobs -- on which the president says he's making progress. "Moving forward, not moving backwards," he said to applause. "And we've been able to do that. We've been moving forwards." The 23 million unemployed or underemployed may have a different view, including independents such as David Rivera, a 36-year Florida resident. "Currently my wife is unemployed and it's hard, it's been hard to get another job. So, we are basically just a one income household," he said. And that issue could determine the outcome of the election. "The better-informed independents are practical. They want real problems solved with practical solutions," Sabato said. "What I've found independents are looking for is, 'Tell me how you are going to get this economy moving forward -- don't tell me why somebody else is wrong,'" Winston said. "Explain to me how you're going to solve the economy and get things moving."

Obama Lose – Turnout

Obama’s biggest support groups are losing interest
Johnsen 7-25 (Erika Johnsen, “Poll: Hispanics may be tilting toward Obama, but will they show up to vote?” 7-25-12, http://hotair.com/archives/2012/07/25/poll-hispanics-may-be-tilting-toward-obama-but-will-they-show-up-to-vote/)

It seems that last month‘s announcement of President Obama’s absolutely not political “policy shift” on his Homeland Security Department’s “discretionary enforcement” had an impact that sent some ripples through the Hispanic community. According to a new WSJ/NBC/Telemundo  poll, Mr. Obama has since widened his lead over Mitt Romney in terms of Hispanic support:

A new national poll of Hispanic registered voters , conducted by The Wall Street Journal, NBC News and the Spanish-language broadcaster Telemundo, finds Mr. Obama leading his Republican rival, Mitt Romney, 67%-23%, a gap four percentage points wider than in last month’s poll. …

But the poll also laid bare the challenges Mr. Obama and his campaign face in translating the support into actual votes.

Compared to 2008, enthusiasm about the November election is now much lower among Hispanics than among any other major voting bloc.

Just 55% of Hispanic voters told the pollsters they had high-intensity interest in the upcoming elections, down from 64% in July 2008. At the same time, the number of Hispanic voters who said they were more enthusiastic about this election than the last one dropped by seven percentage points in just a month.

Unfortunately for President Obama, it looks like members of the Hispanic voting bloc may not be the only ones they’ll have difficulty getting fired up enough to show up en masse on election day and cast their ballot. While the conservative base is feeling pretty darn fed up with President Obama’s many failures, Democrats don’t seem able to muster up an equivalent level of enthusiasm about them, according to Gallup :

Democrats are significantly less likely now (39%) than they were in the summers of 2004 and 2008 to say they are “more enthusiastic about voting than usual” in the coming presidential election. Republicans are more enthusiastic now than in 2008, and the same as in 2004.

While concern with polls of likely and registered voters and even popular votes of course runs high, ensuring that likely voters will be actual voters is obviously elementary. Voter enthusiasm does tend to surge as elections get closer, but if this trend continues, I’d chalk it up to pretty good news for Mitt Romney. Barack Obama’s got a record, and the energized fanaticism of Hopenchange is no more.

Obama Lose – State Govts

Republican-led state governments enable Romney victory
Walker 7-31 (Bruce Walker is a columnist whose articles have appeared in American Thinker, WorldNetDaily, FrontPage, the Washington Times and many other online periodicals. “GOP Edge in Swing States,” July 31, 2012, http://www.americanthinker.com/2012/07/gop_edge_in_swing_states.html#ixzz22Wpk35Vl)
The world of political punditry seems convinced that the 2012 presidential election will be won in ten swing states : Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, and Virginia.  Two other states, Indiana (lean Republican) and Pennsylvania and Wisconsin (lean Democrat) could probably go either way in a close election.

If the election is a landslide, as many conservatives, including me, believe, then these thirteen swing states will not matter.  Obama will likely get stuck with a group of northeastern states and a smattering of others.  If the election is close, however, those dozen states will likely decide the election.

Almost wholly overlooked in the election is an advantage which Mitt Romney will have in those thirteen states which could well be decisive: heavyweight political muscle in the state governments.  This is a consequence of the sweeping nature of the 2010 Republican landslide.

In those thirteen states, Republicans have a governor in Florida, Iowa, Michigan, Nevada, Ohio, Virginia, Indiana, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.  North Carolina and Missouri have gubernatorial elections this year, or Republicans might have had ten of the twelve governors instead of eight.  These governors can be surrogate campaigners who know their states' voters and can focus on constituencies which can be persuaded. 

The enviable record of Republican governors on unemployment can be hammered  as well, and the grand theme of governance, as I have written about before, can be used against Obama -- particularly since his Republican opponent has been a governor and since Obama himself seems so incapable of governing. 

The Republican state government edge, however, runs much deeper in these swing states.  In nine of the thirteen -- Florida, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Indiana -- Republicans control both houses of the state legislature .  In two other states -- Wisconsin and Virginia -- Republicans essentially control the legislature.  The Colorado and Iowa legislatures are divided, and only in Nevada are both houses controlled by Democrats.

This means that in several key states -- Florida, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Virginia, and (effectively) Wisconsin -- Republicans control the executive and legislative branches of state government.  This means that Republicans can use state government power to help Romney, but much more importantly, it means that Obama cannot rely upon Democrat state machines to help him at all in those seven key states.  Moreover, in all of the twelve key states, Republicans have powerful checks on the use of state government to help Obama.    

Even more critically, Republicans are secretaries of state, which in most states is the key officer in counting votes, in eight out of the thirteen swing states : Florida, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Virginia, Iowa, and Colorado.  Democrats are secretaries of state in North Carolina, New Hampshire, Missouri, and Nevada. 

Counting the votes is important, but having a state attorney general who will vigorously prosecute voter fraud can also be a powerful deterrent.  The attorney generals of these nine swing states  are Republicans: Colorado, Florida, Michigan, Nevada, Ohio, Virginia, Indiana, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.  Democrats are attorney generals in North Carolina, Missouri, Iowa, and Nevada.

In six key states -- Florida, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana -- Republicans have all the political offices: the governorship, both houses of the state legislature, the secretary of state position, and the state attorney general position -- needed to deny Obama any help from state government in winning votes for Obama and to keep Democrats from engaging in safely stealing votes for Obama.

Might the state government victories for Republicans in 2010 help defeat Obama in 2012?  Absolutely.

Romney Win
Romney win – economic policy is popular
Fahrenthold 8-1 (David A. Fahrenthold and Aaron Blake, “Swing state poll: Romney still struggling to convince voters he cares,” 8-1-12, http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/swing-state-poll-romney-still-struggling-to-convince-voters-he-cares/2012/08/01/gJQAjKoAPX_story.html)

Many voters seem to have absorbed Romney’s message that he knows the business world better than Obama: In the three states, voters were almost evenly split about which candidate would handle the economy best. 
 They also seem to agree with Romney that the U.S. economy is not improving as hoped. In the three states, less than 30 percent of voters said the nation’s economy was getting better.  And, the polls show that Obama is struggling to convince even his own supporters that his policies will help their personal financial situation. Among his base of likely Democratic voters, fewer than half in Pennsylvania and Florida think Obama’s policies will help. In Ohio, it’s a little higher, 53 percent of likely Democratic voters.

Romney holds a close second & could easily win – voters sway based on economy 
Feldmann 8-1 (Linda, staff writer @ the Christian Science Monitor, “Obama leads in three key swing states, but Romney can still sway voters,” August 1, 2012, http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Elections/President/2012/0801/Obama-leads-in-three-key-swing-states-but-Romney-can-still-sway-voters?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+feeds%2Fcsm+(Christian+Science+Monitor+%7C+All+Stories))

In Ohio, Obama leads among women 58 percent to 37 percent. In Florida, he leads among women 51 percent to 44 percent. And in Pennsylvania, his lead is 59 percent to 35 percent. But Romney’s strength among men mitigates Obama’s female advantage.  The poll also shows plenty of potential for Romney to sway voters to his side. In each state, by double-digit margins, voters say. Obama’s policies would hurt their personal financial situation if he were to stay in office. And in all three states, slightly higher percentages of Obama supporters than Romney supporters say they might change their minds about their votes.  Mr. Brown, the Quinnipiac pollster, notes that Obama is running better in the three swing states than he is nationally, and suggests that part of the reason may be the unemployment trends. Both Ohio (7.2 percent unemployment in June) and Pennsylvania (7.5 percent) are below the national rate of 8.2 percent. Florida remains higher, at 8.6 percent, but unemployment there has been declining over the past year.  “All this matters because half of all likely voters say the economy is the most important issue to their vote, far ahead of any other issue,” Brown writes. “The saving grace for Gov. Mitt Romney is that he roughly breaks even with the president on who is best on the economy.”

Romney Win – Florida

Romney’s economic policies sway Florida voters

Zeleny 8-1 (Jeff Zeleny and Dalia Sussman, NYT, “New Polls in Three Battleground States Show Obama Edge,” 8-1-12, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/01/us/politics/polls-give-obama-edge-in-pennsylvania-ohio-and-florida.html?_r=1&nl=afternoonupdate&emc=edit_au_20120801&pagewanted=all)

Mr. Romney is seen as being able to do a comparable job on the economy. More voters in Florida say his economic policies would be better for their own financial situations. Among independent voters in the state, the poll found Mr. Romney outpacing Mr. Obama by 14 percentage points when asked who would perform better on the economy. “We’ve seen Romney’s track record with the Olympics and with his business, and I think that’s what really swayed me,” said Chris Rench, 47, who recently left his job as an equipment operator from Piqua, Ohio. “And I haven’t seen anything in his past that has been questionable. There is nothing to make me doubt his ability to do the things he says he wants to do.”

Polls inaccurate
New polls not demographically diverse – survey mainly Democrats 
Geraghty 8-1 (Jim, “Another Day, Another Democrat-Heavy Poll Sample,” August 1, 2012, http://www.nationalreview.com/campaign-spot/312845/another-day-another-democrat-heavy-poll-sample)

If Obama surging to a better position among likely voters than among registered voters seems odd to you… it’s because it is. “As an empirical matter, Republicans do better among likely voters since the GOP draws from high turnout groups like seniors, while Democrats depend on constituencies with low turnout rates, like young voters and Latinos. With an impressive slate of historical polling data, Nate Silver found that shifting to likely voters causes a 1.5 point swing toward the GOP.”  And if your instinct is to wonder if the samples have unrealistic proportions of Democrats to Republicans, well… you’re probably right. John Podhoretz already picked out the numbers this morning: “Florida’s 2008 exit poll when Obama won by 5 percentage points: Dem +4. Quinnipiac/NYT Florida poll today — Dem +9… Ohio 2008 exit poll: Dem +8. Today’s Quinnipiac poll: Dem +8…. 2008 exit poll in Pennsylvania: Dem +7. Today Quinnipiac poll: Dem +6. If today’s Qunnipiac polls are right, there are more Obama voters in Florida today than in 2008, and the same number in Ohio and Pennsylvania as in ‘08. Choose to believe if you want.”  UPDATE: Jon in Washington points out another incongruity: In most polls Romney is tied nationally, but he’s losing the swing states worse than McCain did?   When Quinnipiac asked its swing state samples, “Did you vote for Barack Obama or John McCain in 2008? Obama enjoys a 13 percentage point margin in Florida and a 15 percentage point margin in Ohio. Of course, in 2008, Obama won Florida by three percentage points and Ohio by 4.6 percentage points.  So these are some really heavily Democrat samples.
AT: Econ Key to Elections
Econ isn’t the most important factor – empirics prove their predictions fail

Dorning 7-27 (Mike, BusinessWeek, “Obama Holds Slim Re-Election Edge With Slow GDP Growth,” July 27, 2012, http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-07-27/slow-growth-leaves-room-for-obama-to-win-re-election)

Third-quarter GDP growth is no better than second-quarter growth as a predictor of an election outcome, and by the time it is available polling data alone is a superior predictor, Abramowitz said. The first estimate of third-quarter growth this year will be released Oct. 26 -- 11 days before the election.  There’s a lag in the time it takes the public to incorporate objective economic data in political perceptions, and late in the campaign there are fewer undecided voters “open to persuasion,” he said.  Strong economic growth historically has helped presidents win re-election, though it hasn’t always been a prerequisite.  4.7% Average Among the seven U.S. presidents returned to office since World War II, GDP growth has averaged 4.7 percent during the first nine months of their re-election year, above the overall 3.2 percent average since quarterly figures first were issued in 1947. So far this year, the average growth rate has been 1.75 percent as Obama approaches the Nov. 6 election.  Ronald Reagan, whose experience with a deep recession early in his term has parallels to challenges Obama confronts, presided over an economy that grew at an average 6.3 percent rate during the first nine months of 1984. As Bill Clinton headed to re-election in 1996, growth averaged 4.5 percent.  Even so, a weak economy hasn’t necessarily meant defeat. Dwight Eisenhower, who like Obama remained personally popular with voters, was re-elected despite a sluggish economy in 1956. GDP grew at an average 0.3 percent annual rate during the first nine months of a year in which Eisenhower won a landslide victory with 57 percent of the vote.  Bush was also re-elected with below-normal growth, averaging 2.8 percent during the first nine months of 2004. 
 High growth hasn’t always translated into re-election for incumbents.  Two of the three presidents defeated for re-election since World War II lost even with above-average growth during the first three quarters of their election years. Voters rejected Gerald Ford in 1976 with growth averaging 4.8 percent amid discontent over the Watergate scandal and his pardon of predecessor Richard Nixon.  George H.W. Bush was ousted in 1992, though growth averaged 4.3 percent. The public was still angry over the 1990-1991 recession, and the unemployment rate continued to climb through June of the election year.
Can’t Predict
Too early to predict

Stanage 7-30 (Niall Stanage, The Hill, “Swing states give Obama the edge,” 7-30-12, http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/240921-battlegrounds-give-obama-election-edge)

Matt Mackowiak, a Republican strategist, acknowledges that Nevada’s demographics might mean that Obama is “a little bit insulated.”   But, he adds, “on the other hand, Nevada cannot possibly be pleased with the direction of the country. And, remember, we’re not talking about Romney needing to win 80 percent of the Hispanic vote. He maybe needs to win about 40 percent.”  Observers of all political stripes agree that it is much too early to predict whether the current polling patterns will hold. The party conventions and the presidential debates could change the election in an instant, while the undecided voters who will be so crucial to the eventual outcome are paying little attention to politics at the moment.  Republicans like Mackowiak also insist that the Romney campaign is in perfectly good shape, having kept the election reasonably close even amid the blitz of attacks on Romney’s personal finances and his work at the Bain Capital private equity firm.  “Obama used his biggest weapon, and it didn’t do much damage, and there is a cost associated with that,” he asserted.  Still, Mackowiak also added, somewhat wistfully, that “of course it would be great if we were ahead in every battleground state.”  Beattie, the Democratic pollster, made the same argument from the opposite perspective.  Yes, he said, there is a long way to go.  “But it’s better to be playing from in front than behind.” 

Too close to tell

PRC 8-2 (Pew Research Center, “Romney's Personal Image Remains Negative: Obama Leads Nationwide, But Closer Race in Swing States,” 8-2-12, http://www.people-press.org/2012/08/02/romneys-personal-image-remains-negative/)

The latest national survey by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, conducted July 16-26, 2012, among 2,508 adults, including 1,956 registered voters, finds that, in keeping with his favorability advantage, Obama continues to hold a sizable lead over Romney in the election contest. Currently, 51% say they support Obama or lean toward him, while 41% support or lean toward Romney. This is largely unchanged from earlier in July and consistent with polling over the course of this year. Across eight Pew Research Center surveys since January, Obama has led Romney by between four and 12 percentage points.  To track the presidential race over time – among all voters and among key voting blocs – see our new election interactive.  Obama holds only a four-point edge (48% to 44%) across 12 of this year’s key battleground states. While the data does not allow a state-by-state analysis, the overall balance of support in these closely contested states has remained level in recent months, with Obama slightly ahead, but neither candidate holding a significant advantage.  The relative stability of this race can be seen within most voting blocs as well. Whites have consistently favored Romney over Obama, while minority support for Obama has held relatively steady. As has been the case all year, women favor Obama by a wide margin; currently 56% of women support Obama, while 37% back Romney. Men are more evenly divided (46% Obama, 47% Romney). Obama’s support among voters under 30 remains strong (58% vs. 34% for Romney in the current survey), while voters 65 and older are divided (49% Romney vs. 45% Obama).  The battle for independent voters remains tight. The current survey finds that 45% of independents back Romney and 43% Obama, which is virtually unchanged from earlier in July. Over the course of the year, independent support has wavered, with neither candidate holding a consistent advantage.  Both candidates have nearly universal backing within their party: Nine-in-ten Democrats support Obama and an identical share of Republicans support Romney. Obama’s overall edge at this point is based on the healthy advantage in overall party identification that Democrats have enjoyed in recent years.  But it is unclear whether the Democrats’ advantage in party identification will benefit Obama on Election Day. Romney supporters continue to say they have given more thought to this election than Obama supporters – a key measure of voter engagement. This is consistent with the Pew Research Center’s June study that found that the GOP holds the early edge across a wide range of turnout indicators. (For more, see “GOP Holds Early Turnout Edge, But Little Enthusiasm for Romney,” June 21, 2012.)  Candidate Favorability in Historical Perspective Currently, slightly more voters have a favorable (50%) than unfavorable (45%) opinion of Barack Obama. Though there are still more than three months to go before the election, Obama’s current favorability ratings compare poorly with the final pre-election ratings for previous Democratic candidates. Not since Michael Dukakis in 1988 has a Democratic candidate gone into the election with favorability ratings as low as Obama’s are today.    Romney faces a more daunting challenge, as more voters say they have an unfavorable (52%) than favorable (37%) opinion of him. The only prior presidential candidates to be viewed negatively going into the election were George H.W. Bush in October 1992 and Bob Dole in October 1996.  Whether these candidates can improve their personal images between now and Election Day remains an open question. In 2008, Barack Obama’s favorability ratings rose from summer  to fall. In 1992, Bill Clinton came out of the Democratic primaries with relatively poor favorability ratings, which improved in the run-up to the Democratic Convention in July. Clinton’s ratings slipped in October, but remained in positive territory.
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