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DPJ is short of the necessary majority

WSJ 6/27 (Yoshio Takahashi, 6/27/10, " Japan's Ruling Party Struggling to Win Majority ", http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10 00142405 2748703485304575331873701387344.html)
The abrupt resignation of Japan's prime minister and the popularity of the country's new leader, Naoto Kan, appear to have bolstered the beleaguered Democratic Party of Japan: The party appears set to win around the same 54 seats it holds in the key Upper House in the election next month. But polling data suggest it will be hard for the DPJ to win a majority by itself or even with a coalition, according to opinion surveys and interviews conducted by Japanese newspapers. These surveys and interviews were carried out as campaigning for Japan's Upper House election on July 11 started Thursday. This is the first nationwide election since the DPJ took power in September, ending nearly 50 years of uninterrupted rule by its rival, the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan.

Removing US troops from Okinawa is the determining factor for the DPJ success in the coming elections

Daily Yomiuri 10 (Japanese Newspaper, “Kan faces hurdles in Diet, election”, June 9, 2010, http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/nat ional/20100609TDY03T03.htm)
The opposition camp, meanwhile, is stepping up its criticism, accusing the DPJ of only changing its "front cover." Its lack of administrative abilities as a ruling party and habit of resorting to dole-out measures remains unchanged, it says. The new administration also will face a number of issues carried over from the Hatoyama Cabinet, such as the relocation of U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture and the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease in Miyazaki Prefecture. If the new administration fails to handle these issues properly, the party's "honeymoon" among voters may not last long, observers said. 

The DPJ needs 60 more seats – anything short will enable the LDP to block legislation 
Daily Yomiuri 6/24 (6/24/10, " UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010 / Campaigning kicks off / Crucial test for DPJ in ... ", http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T100624005154.htm)
In the July election, 66 seats currently held by the ruling camp will not be contested. To retain a majority in the chamber, the ruling coalition needs to win more than 56 seats. Sixty-two DPJ seats are uncontested, and if its candidates win 60 seats, the DPJ will become the first party to achieve a single-party majority in both chambers of the Diet in 21 years. If the ruling camp fails to retain a majority, the Diet will be divided, which happened during the administrations of former LDP Presidents Shinzo Abe, Yasuo Fukuda and Taro Aso. This phenomenon, where opposition party seats outnumber those of the ruling bloc, could hamper the DPJ-led coalition from steering legislation through the Diet. 

DPJ policies bad – economic instability 

Katz 6-9-10 (Richard, editor of the semi-weekly Oriental Economist Alert, Wall Street Journal, “Mr. Kan's Political Calculus”

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703302604575295430941548278.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEFTTopBucket#articleTabs%3Darticle)
Finally there's the problem of Mr. Kan's own policy shortcomings. His main economic priority is reducing Japan's huge, chronic budget deficit. There is a danger that Mr. Kan might exit prematurely from the fiscal stimulus before domestic demand-led growth is in place. Mr. Kan apparently figures a weak yen can enable a rising trade surplus to keep substituting for domestic demand. That's the approach that made Japan's recent recession the worst among major rich countries when the global recession caused its exports to fall by a third.

The bigger danger is that, in focusing primarily on deficit reduction, the DPJ will fail to come up with a long-term growth strategy. Its current "growth strategy" document offers little growth and no strategy. Without better growth, there will be neither a long-term reduction of government debt nor an improvement in voter's lives. Without structural reform there can be no prosperity, and without prosperity, no political stability
***1NC Shell (2/2)***

Collapse of Japanese Economy will collapse the world economy

The American Dream 5-4-10 (“The Coming Economic Collapse of Japan – and Why You Should Be Extremely Concerned About It” http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/the-coming-economic-collapse-of-japan-and-why-you-should-be-extremely-concerned-about-it) 

Most Americans pay very little attention to what is going on in the economies of other nations.  But they should.  The reality is that in today's global economy, what is happening on the other side of the world can have a dramatic impact on the U.S. economy.  In particular, the ongoing implosion of Japan's economy should greatly concern us all.  Japan is the 3rd biggest economy in the world and is one of America's most important trading partners.  If Japan experiences a total economic collapse it will create a tsunami of financial panic around the globe.  In fact, it is likely that a default by the government of Japan would plunge the world into such an economic nightmare that the American Dream would quickly vanish for millions of American families.  So just how close is Japan to a financial collapse?  Well, Fitch Ratings says that Japan's gross public debt has reached 201 percent of GDP and is likely to continue to pile up into very dangerous territory for the foreseeable future.  It is estimated that this gigantic mountain of debt amounts to 7.5 million yen for every person living in Japan.  Needless to say this is extremely troubling.  Japan has the highest level of public debt to GDP of any of the industrialized nations.  Japan is literally drowing in red ink.  Meanwhile, even with all of the massive government spending that has caused all of this debt, Japan's economy still continues to implode at a frightening pace.  Japan's discouraging battle with deflation dragged into its 13th straight month in March as prices continued to decline and the unemployment rate rose sharply.  In fact, the number of unemployed in Japan totalled 3.5 million in March.  This represented a 4.5 percent rise from the same period a year ago.
Nuclear war.

Walter Russell Mead, Senior Fellow in U.S. Foreign Policy at the Council on Foreign Relations, 2009 (“Only Makes You Stronger,” The New Republic, February 4th, Available Online at http://www.tnr.com/story_print.html?id=571cbbb9-2887-4d81-8542-92e83915f5f8)

None of which means that we can just sit back and enjoy the recession. History may suggest that financial crises actually help capitalist great powers maintain their leads—but it has other, less reassuring messages as well. If financial crises have been a normal part of life during the 300-year rise of the liberal capitalist system under the Anglophone powers, so has war. The wars of the League of Augsburg and the Spanish Succession; the Seven Years War; the American Revolution; the Napoleonic Wars; the two World Wars; the cold war: The list of wars is almost as long as the list of financial crises.  Bad economic times can breed wars. Europe was a pretty peaceful place in 1928, but the Depression poisoned German public opinion and helped bring Adolf Hitler to power. If the current crisis turns into a depression, what rough beasts might start slouching toward Moscow, Karachi, Beijing, or New Delhi to be born?  The United States may not, yet, decline, but, if we can't get the world economy back on track, we may still have to fight. 

*Uniqueness*

Uniqueness – DPJ Lose Now

Election is still close, despite DPJ’s recent popularity boost.

Fujioka 6-16, (Chisa Fujioka. Correspondent, Political and General News 6-16-10, “Japan PM Eyes July election, opposition resists,” Reuters.com,. http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTOE65F03D20100616)
Kan has revamped the DPJ's image among voters, tapping policy experts for key cabinet posts and distancing himself from a scandal-tainted party kingpin who was seen as pulling the strings in Hatoyama's government.

 "Former prime minister Hatoyama had no heart. He had no ability to judge the situation properly so it all ended in

disaster," said retiree Kyoko Suiguchi, 65.  "I'll be voting for Kan's (party) because they really know what they're doing." But while the leadership change has improved the DPJ's election chances, it remains unclear if the party can win an outright majority and avoid policy deadlock as it tries to strengthen an economic recovery and fix tattered public finances. 

DPJ won’t get their majority – surveys prove

WSJ 6/27 (Kenneth Mccallum, 6/27/10, " Japan's Kan Makes Summit Debut ", http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1000142405 2748704212804575332971486235344.html?mod=googlenews_wsj)
At his debut on the international stage this weekend, Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan explained his economic policy of shooting for growth while cutting debt, and he helped get leaders to condemn North Korea's alleged sinking of a South Korean warship. Now comes the hard part: Mr. Kan will head back Sunday to Japan, where he will lead his Democratic Party of Japan through key Upper House elections on July 11, at which time the ruling party hopes to at least keep the seats they now hold. In spite of the new leader's relative popularity — recent polls have shown public support of over 50% for his administration — surveys over the weekend predicted that the DPJ likely won't win quite enough seats to get a majority. The DPJ has a majority in the Lower House but not in the Upper House, so if it doesn't reach a majority, it would have to find a coalition partner to get legislation passed in parliament. "I've experienced a split parliament as an opposition party member and know that it makes it difficult to run an administration. If that happens, we'd need to have talks with various other parties," Mr. Kan told reporters on Saturday. 

Uniqueness – DPJ Lose Now

The election will be close – third parties take votes

Daily Yomiuri 6/24 (6/24/10, " UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010 / Campaigning kicks off / Crucial test for DPJ in ... ", http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T100624005154.htm)
In the election, an increase in the consumption tax is expected to be a contentious issue. Both the DPJ and the main opposition Liberal Democratic Party have called for a tax hike. Meanwhile, several new parties, which aim to serve as a "third pole" in the political scene, have fielded many candidates and the election is likely to be a close fight. Candidate registration, which began at 8:30 a.m. and ended at 5 p.m. Thursday, was held at local election boards for those who will run in constituencies, and at the Internal Affairs and Communications Ministry's Central Election Management Council for proportional representation.

Uniqueness – DPJ Lose/Okinawa Key

DPJ lose now – the bases on Okinawa are the key issue

NPR 6/20 (Mike Shuster, 6/20/10, " Japan's PM Faces Test Over US Base On Okinawa ", http://www.npr.org/templates/ story/story.php?storyId=127932447)

In Japan, the problem that led to the dissolution of former Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama's government now is vexing the new government.  Earlier this month, Hatoyama resigned over the controversy about the continued presence of thousands of U.S. troops stationed on the Japanese island of Okinawa. He promised but failed to bring about their relocation. We cannot see what he really wants to do on this issue. - political analyst Masatoshi Honda The new government in Tokyo is facing the same problem with little prospect of a solution. Many of the 18,000 U.S. Marines based in Japan are located at the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Okinawa. Over the years, Okinawans have pressed harder and harder to move the base away from their island. After the opposition Democratic Party of Japan pulled off a historic electoral victory last year, Hatoyama got caught by promises to close the base that he couldn't keep. He resigned after only eight months in office. His successor, Naoto Kan, took office earlier this month. It is not clear how he will deal with the problem of Okinawa, says political analyst Masatoshi Honda of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. "He hasn't made any clear statement about Futenma before and even right now. He just said he will follow the decision of the previous prime minister. So we cannot see what he really wants to do on this issue," Honda says. It's unclear if the government of new Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan (shown here at the National Diet in Tokyo on June 16) can be any more successful than its predecessor in handling the issue of the U.S. Marine base on Okinawa.  It's unclear if the government of new Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan (shown here at the National Diet in Tokyo on June 16) can be any more successful than its predecessor in handling the issue of the U.S. Marine base on Okinawa. U.S. Presence A Sore Point The Marine base at Futenma has been a sore point between the U.S. and Japan for years. The noise of the base's aircraft and the rowdy and drunken behavior of some Marines have made the base unpopular in Okinawa and elsewhere in Japan. Several times in recent years, the U.S. offered a proposal to solve the problem, but it would still leave much of Futenma intact, says Koichi Nakano, a political analyst at Sophia University. "The U.S. government [has] repeatedly said that [it wants] to relocate to a place where [it] will be welcome. That welcome is simply not there in Okinawa at the moment," Nakano says. The U.S. says it will transfer 8,000 Marines to Guam and move a portion of the base to another part of Okinawa. Kan, the new prime minister, has pledged to seek a solution that is in line with this offer, but he still faces overwhelming opposition on Okinawa, Honda says. "So far mayors, governors and local politicians in Okinawa, everybody [is] against the proposal of he new government. So he will be completely blocked by this," he says. 
DPJ lose now –removal of US troops is the key issue

Reuters 6/23 (“Japan PM seeks to quell Okinawa anger over U.S. base”, June 23, 2010, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUS TRE65M 0TS20100623)
Kan took over earlier this month from Yukio Hatoyama, who quit after sparking public outrage for breaking a promise to move a U.S. airbase off the southern island, reluctant host to about half the 49,000 U.S. military personnel in 

Japan" 
Japan
. The dispute over where to relocate the U.S. Marines' Futenma airbase has distracted Washington and Tokyo as the close allies try to cope with an unpredictable 

 North Korea" 
North Korea
 and a rising China. It has also hurt the popularity of the ruling Democratic Party of 

Japan" 
Japan
 (DPJ) with voters ahead of a July 11 upper house election, which it needs to win for smooth policymaking, including efforts to rein in huge public debt.

Uniqueness – DPJ Lose/Okinawa Key

LDP wins now – DPJs failure to remove troops from Okinawa
Nikkei Weekly 6/7 (6/7/10, "In with an approval rating bang, out with a whimper", lexis)
Hatoyama's disastrous performance on the Futenma issue, which resulted in a junior party's defection from the governing coalition, also eroded support for the ruling DPJ. The party's approval rating fell 2 points in the May poll, to 25%, while that of the opposition Liberal Democratic Party rose 2 points, to 23%. The LDP's election prospects appear to be improving, with 19% of respondents naming the party as their preferred choice in the looming upper house election, which is likely to be held July 11. The figure beats the 18% who back the DPJ. This is the first time that the LDP has pulled ahead of the DPJ in popularity since the August 2009 lower house election, in which voters booted out the LDP and put the DPJ in power.

Removing troops from Okinawa is still the key issue in Japan
Daily Yomiuri 6/4 (Yomiuri, 6/4/10, "Quitting won't quell Okinawa; Hatoyama's fateful statement came from a cell phone conversation", lexis)
According to the official, Hatoyama said, "Well, let's see," took out his cell phone and casually asked a DPJ policy staff member, "How far can I go?" An hour later, Hatoyama first said "at least outside the prefecture" in his speech. "Since it was such an unambiguous statement, Okinawa was dissatisfied and disappointed [when he didn't follow through]," Tamaki said. "Even if he steps down, calls for the government to move the air base out of the prefecture aren't likely to change," Tamaki commented after learning of Hatoyama's resignation Wednesday. "Without a fundamental solution of the Futenma issue, I don't think it'll be possible to maintain a stable administration."

Uniqueness – Tax Increase 

Empirically proven raising consumption tax is the kiss of death at the polls – dooms DPJ
Reuters 6/22 (Linda Sieg, Stanley White, 6/22/10, " ANALYSIS-Japan PM gambles sales tax "curse" to be lifted-REFILE ", http://www.forexyard.com/en/news/ANALYSIS-Japan-PM-gambles-sales-tax-curse-to-be-lifted-2010-06-23T050749Z-REFILE)

(Reuters) - Call it the curse of the consumption tax. From Masayoshi Ohira, who first broached the notion ahead of an election in 1979, to Ryutaro Hashimoto who raised the levy to 5 percent from 3 percent in 1997, Japanese leaders have typically found asking voters to pay more the kiss of death at the polls. Now Prime Minister Naoto Kan is betting that he can break the spell by pitching a programme to rein in Japan's bulging public debt, including a possible doubling of the sales tax, ahead of an upper house election he needs to win to avoid policy deadlock. "Debating the sales tax has long been seen as a political taboo. But for the Japanese people and for us politicians to achieve a strong economy and strong fiscal condition, we dared to mention this," Kan told a news conference on Thursday, where he stunned listeners by citing a possible rise to 10 percent. That was a major shift from his Democratic Party's stance under predecessor Yukio Hatoyama, who had promised not to raise the tax for four years after taking power in 2009 with pledges to cut waste and give consumers more cash to boost demand.

Tax increase dooms DPJ in election 
Japan Times 6/25 (6/25/10, " Kan wades deep into tax hike fray", lexis)
Despite misgivings in his own party, Prime Minister Naoto Kan has pledged to raise the 5 percent consumption tax in a few years to fund snowballing social security costs and avoid a fiscal crisis like the one that engulfed Greece. "We decided to break the ice and mention it in our manifesto," the Democratic Party of Japan leader said last week, calling for full debate on tax reform and crediting an opposition plan to double the sales tax to 10 percent. Even when the dangers of ignoring fiscal reform are obvious, talk of raising taxes is a political taboo because the parties that attempt it usually get slapped in subsequent elections.

Uniqueness – Coalitions 

DPJ won’t win majority – separation from SDP 
Japan Times 5/31 (5/31/10, " SDP decides to bolt from ruling coalition", lexis)
The Social Democratic Party said Sunday it will leave the tripartite ruling coalition after its leader, Mizuho Fukushima, was kicked out of the Cabinet last week for opposing its decision to keep a contentious U.S. military base in Okinawa Prefecture. After meeting with the SDP's regional chapter chiefs the same day, Fukushima, who was fired as consumer affairs minister Friday, said the decision was difficult to make but resolute. "The SDP will remain true to its beliefs and will not take back the vows that we made," she said, referring to the small party's promise to remove U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma from Okinawa. Leaving with Fukushima will be SDP veteran Kiyomi Tsujimoto, who will resign as senior vice minister for land, infrastructure, transport and tourism, erasing the SDP's presence in Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama's Cabinet. Well over a majority of the SDP's prefectural chapters rejected the idea of maintaining the alliance with the ruling Democratic Party of Japan, Fukushima said. Nevertheless, the SDP chief said her party must still consult with the DPJ on executing other agreements the tripartite coalition reached last September to determine if cooperation in the Upper House election in July is still possible. "We must go through certain steps, even when divorcing one's partner," SDP deputy chief Seiji Mataichi said. DPJ Deputy Secretary General Goshi Hosono meanwhile said Hatoyama was right to sack Fukushima and bow to Washington's demands on relocating Futenma. "This was a difficult decision for Prime Minister Hatoyama," Hosono said on a TV program Sunday. Failure to reach an agreement with the United States could have delayed another plan to reduce bilateral friction: the relocation of 8,000 U.S. Marines from Okinawa to Guam by 2014. "The decision needed to be made," Hosono said, adding that getting the full consent of the Cabinet was imperative. Fukushima refused to sign the resolution. Critics say that both parties will feel the impact of the breakup during the Upper House election and beyond. Pulling out is a double-edged sword for the SDP, a minor party with only a dozen seats in the Diet. Staying with the troubled DPJ would have kept the Socialists in the spotlight, while returning to the opposition may weaken its image ahead of a crucial election. Although SDP Secretary General Yasumasa Shigeno said cooperating with the ruling coalition is still possible, for example, in passing the bill on protecting dispatch workers, some say that a weak-kneed response would have done wider damage. "In the end, the departure from the coalition could become a plus for the SDP for now," political analyst Minoru Morita said, explaining that Fukushima's decision to stick to her guns could reap wider support for the party. For the DPJ, parting ways may destabilize it further at a time when its support rate appears to be in a free-fall. The SDP's vote-drawing power is crucial to the DPJ's ability to control the Upper House, where it has 116 of the 242 seats.

Uniqueness – Public Trust

Recent DPJ activities have killed public trust of the party

Daily Yomiuri 6/18 (Yomiuri, 6/18/10, "EDITORIAL; DPJ must stop 'cop-out tactics'", lexis)
Public expectations that the latest Diet session would usher in an era of "new politics" following last year's change of government have faded. Instead, the session showed all too clearly the deteriorating state of politics in this country. The ordinary Diet session ended Wednesday. Political parties have now started preparing for the House of Councillors election scheduled for July 11. The Democratic Party of Japan recently withdrew a proposal to hold a budget committee meeting and decided against extending the Diet session. These actions can only be criticized as "cop-outs" and neglecting the party's duty. The two-day session of interpellations by party representatives regarding new Prime Minister Naoto Kan's policy speech was too short. More intensive discussions should have been made at the budget committees of both Diet chambers. It also remains unclear how the Kan administration differs from the previous one of Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama, which ended up disappointing many people. Although Kan made no secret of the fact that his selection of cabinet ministers and top DPJ leaders were intended to rid the party of the influence of former DPJ Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa, the shape and direction of his policies--a key point for the new administration--remain opaque. How will the new administration put the fiscal house in order and reform the tax system? How will it soothe strained bilateral ties with the United States? Don't put party 1st In an ideal political world, the administration would face the upper house election only after clarifying--through Diet deliberations--the course for policies the Kan administration hopes to accomplish. The DPJ avoided budget committee deliberations apparently because it felt the party would have the upper hand in the upcoming election while public approval ratings for the DPJ-led administration, which rose with the new cabinet, remain high. These are tactics that put party interests before all else. Giving the ultimate priority to winning the election speaks volumes of the party's complete disregard for Diet affairs. The DPJ-led coalition government did not hold a meeting of the Deliberative Council on Political Ethics, which Ozawa had indicated he would attend to clarify his involvement in a political funds scandal. The government's decision has prevented it from fulfilling its accountability. When a scandal over questionable office expenses made by a political organization of Satoshi Arai, state minister in charge of national policy and consumer affairs, surfaced, the DPJ-led administration tried to sweep the issue under the carpet. The DPJ must realize that its attempts to conceal swirling suspicions only amplify public distrust of politics.

DPJ support low – lost voter’s trust 

Japan Times 6/17 (6/17/10, " DPJ's Diet handling gets low marks", lexis)
Last Christmas, then Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama led the Democratic Party of Japan into its first ordinary Diet session, telling reporters he wanted to give the public a "sense of hope" as a gift and vowing "tangible results" to improve their livelihoods. But with a pile of bills left untouched and the ruling bloc in tatters following policy clashes, experts said the 150-day session that wrapped up Wednesday turned out to be a disaster that betrayed the public's hopes for a change in politics. "It was a continual process of trial and error for the DPJ," said Yasuharu Ishizawa, professor of politics and media at Gakushuin Women's College. Ishizawa said that, despite the high support the DPJ enjoyed when it came to power after its historic election win last August, it was always going to be in for a rough ride, given its unrealistic policy goals and the need to strike a balance with its coalition partners, the Social Democratic Party and Kokumin Shinto (People's New Party). "Over time, the DPJ exhausted all its political assets," he said.

Uniqueness – One-Seat Districts

The DPJ will completely lose its majority – LDP controls key districts 

Daily Yomiuri 6/27 (Yomiuri, 6/27/10, "UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010; DPJ coalition could lose upper house", lexis)
The Democratic Party of Japan-led ruling coalition may not win enough seats in the July 11 House of Councillors election to maintain its majority in the upper house, a nationwide survey by The Yomiuri Shimbun shows. In the early stage of campaigning, the DPJ has a substantial edge in the proportional representation portion of the upper chamber election but faces an uphill battle in the 47 prefectural constituencies. The DPJ's junior coalition partner People's New Party will have a tough time in both the proportional representation and electoral district races, according to the latest Yomiuri survey. It also now appears the DPJ-PNP coalition may not secure the necessary 56 of the 121 seats to be contested in the coming triennial poll to maintain its upper house majority. By contrast, the Liberal Democratic Party appears to have an advantage in many of the 29 one-seat electoral districts, which have been key to overall results of past upper house races. As things stand, it appears likely that the LDP may be able to garner nearly 50 seats, far more than the 14 it won in the previous upper house contest in 2007.
Uniqueness – Fiscal Reform

DPJ will fall 6 seats short of majority – fiscal reform 

Reuters 6/27 (Chisa Fujioka, Ron Popeski, 6/27/10, " Japan PM sticks to modest election goal after polls ", http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTOE65Q00C20100627)

Media have reported that the DPJ could well fall short of an outright majority and may need to find new allies to control the chamber, clouding the outlook for policies. A June 24-25 survey by the Asahi newspaper showed the DPJ could win about 54 of the 121 seats up for grabs in the 242-member upper house, in line with Kan's target but short of the 60 it needs for an outright majority. [ID:nTOE65P006] Support for the DPJ-led government has rebounded since Kan took over from the unpopular Yukio Hatoyama. But ratings slipped after Kan made fiscal reform the heart of his campaign and floated the idea of doubling the 5 percent sales tax.
*Links*

Plan Popular - Okinawa
Failure to kick the Americans out was political suicide for former Prime Minister Hatoyama. 

Etpako, 6-2. (Larisa Etpako, 6-2-10. “Japan seeks political stability after another prime minster resigns.” PBS News Hour, http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/2010/06/japans-prime-minister-resigns.html)
Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama quit Wednesday after eight months in office, amid a campaign-funding scandal and backlash from his decision not to relocate a U.S. Marine air base off Okinawa island.

Hatoyama's approval ratings plunged after he decided to uphold an agreement with the United States to keep the U.S. Marine Air Station Futenma on Okinawa, though move it to a different part of the island,outraging local residents there. His decision to step aside -- ahead of parliamentary elections on July 11 -- is viewed as an attempt to try to help his Democratic Party's chances at the polls
Okinawans are angry with Kan’s pledge to let the Americans move their base to the top part of the island.

BBC News 6-23-10, (“Japanese PM Apologizes from US Bases in Okinawa,”  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/world/asia_pacific/10388 407.stm)
Mr Kan was on his official first visit to Okinawa to mark 65 years since the end of a bloody World War II battle.

His predecessor Yukio Hatoyama resigned earlier this month over the poor handling of a row over the relocation of the Futenma airbase. Mr Kan has assured US President Barack Obama he will relocate the base to the north of the island as agreed. His pledge comes despite anger from locals who have staged mass protests, demanding that it be moved off Okinawa entirely. Islanders have been angered by incidents involving US troops based there, including the 1995 rape of a 12-year-old Japanese girl and a helicopter crash in 2004. Other complaints have focused on noise levels and objections to the US military use of Japanese land. Japan-US relations "On behalf of all of our people, I apologise for the burden," Mr Kan said, but added that it was integral to the "peace and security of the Asia-Pacific region."

"I promise to seriously try all the more to reduce Okinawa's burden related to the US bases and eliminate the associated dangers."
Plan Popular - Okinawa

Kan needs to get rid of Okinawa to win the public’s support and have a successful future in office.

Shuster, 6-21. (Mike Shuster, award-winning diplomatic correspondent , 6-21-10. “Japan’s PM Faces Test Over U.S. Base In Okinawa”, NPR. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127932447)

In Japan, the problem that led to the dissolution of former Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama's government now is vexing the new government.

Earlier this month, Hatoyama resigned over the controversy about the continued presence of thousands of U.S. troops stationed on the Japanese island of Okinawa. He promised but failed to bring about their relocation.

The new government in Tokyo is facing the same problem with little prospect of a solution.

Many of the 18,000 U.S. Marines based in Japan are located at the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma on Okinawa. Over the years, Okinawans have pressed harder and harder to move the base away from their island.

After the opposition Democratic Party of Japan pulled off a historic electoral victory last year, Hatoyama got caught by promises to close the base that he couldn't keep. He resigned after only eight months in office.

His successor, Naoto Kan, took office earlier this month. It is not clear how he will deal with the problem of Okinawa, says political analyst Masatoshi Honda of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies.

"He hasn't made any clear statement about Futenma before and even right now. He just said he will follow the decision of the previous prime minister. So we cannot see what he really wants to do on this issue," Honda says.

The Marine base at Futenma has been a sore point between the U.S. and Japan for years. The noise of the base's aircraft and the rowdy and drunken behavior of some Marines have made the base unpopular in Okinawa and elsewhere in Japan.

Several times in recent years, the U.S. offered a proposal to solve the problem, but it would still leave much of Futenma intact, says Koichi Nakano, a political analyst at Sophia University.

"The U.S. government [has] repeatedly said that [it wants] to relocate to a place where [it] will be welcome. That welcome is simply not there in Okinawa at the moment," Nakano says.

The U.S. says it will transfer 8,000 Marines to Guam and move a portion of the base to another part of Okinawa.

Kan, the new prime minister, has pledged to seek a solution that is in line with this offer, but he still faces overwhelming opposition on Okinawa, Honda says.

"So far mayors, governors and local politicians in Okinawa, everybody [is] against the proposal of the new government. So he will be completely blocked by this," he says.
Kan victory a strong possibility but issues of Okinawa can throw the election either way

Katz 6-9-10 (Richard, editor of the semi-weekly Oriental Economist Alert, Wall Street Journal, “Mr. Kan's Political Calculus”

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703302604575295430941548278.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEFTTopBucket#articleTabs%3Darticle)
The "Yes, We Kan" T-shirts sprouting all over Japan bespeak a yearning that Naoto Kan be a successful prime minister. The country needs one. Mr. Kan will be Japan's fifth leader in four years. In the 21 years after the peak of the economic bubble in 1989, the country has had 15 prime ministers. In the last two decades, only Junichiro Koizumi lasted two full terms.

Mr. Kan faces many challenges, not least of which is the contentious issue of relocating the United States Marine air base on Okinawa, which felled the last government, and the bigger issue of fashioning a long-term strategy to kickstart economic growth. But even assuming Mr. Kan has a plan to solve these problems, he may never get the chance to do so, thanks to Japan's political numbers game.

Plan Popular - Okinawa
DPJ losing voter support because of Okinawa

Vaughan, ’10 (Dr. Michael Vaughan is a professor of Asian Politcs at the University of Queensland in Australia and Secretary of the King’s Old Collegians Association Inc, March 2010, “Japan’s New Government – Finding or Losing Its Way” http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/eserv/UQ:200332/JAPAN.pdf)

All is not well in Japan, under the new Democratic Party of Japan/People’s New Party/Social Democratic Party Coalition. The six month old DPJ/PNP/SDP Government is facing a massive voter backlash over political funding scandals, hesitant leadership and tensions with long‐term ally, the United States, over the future of the Futenma Marine Base on Okinawa and warmer relations between Japan and China. 

The Government has lost more than 30 percentage points in opinion polls – plummeting from 70% support to 37% support between September 2009 and February 2010.1 The Opposition Liberal Democratic Party, though, has not fared especially well either, though it could win sufficient seats in the approaching July 2010 Upper House election to deny the embattled Hatoyama Government a working majority – plunging the hapless Government and the nation back into political gridlock and policy paralysis.

Failure to find a popular plan for Okinawa damages the DPJ.

Vaughan, ’10 (Dr. Michael Vaughan is a professor of Asian Politcs at the University of Queensland in Australia and Secretary of the King’s Old Collegians Association Inc, March 2010, “Japan’s New Government – Finding or Losing Its Way” http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/eserv/UQ:200332/JAPAN.pdf)

Concerning the Japanese Government itself, there have been a number of options regarding the Futenma relocation issue that have been presented to the Prime Minister, obliging him to choose the least politically damaging option. The Government is said to be leaning towards a solution involving building a helipad at Camp Schwab and reclaiming an area between a US military facility in Uruma city, also in Okinawa, and nearby Tsuken Island. Of the DPJ’s two junior Coalition partners, the SDP is adamant that Futenma must be moved to Guam or some other place outside Japan. The DPJ’s other partner, the PNP, taking a more conciliatory approach, suggests consolidating Futenma’s functions into the nearby US Kadena airbase and to move Futenma’s helicopter unit to a new airfield to be built at Camp Schwab. The Government is due to choose one of the proposals by the end of March 2010 before commencing negotiations with the US. Observers think the timetable is too optimistic as it is believed that Mr Hatoyama cannot simply select a location without obtaining the local community’s support. Further, the US maintains that the current Henoko plan, an offshore site in Nago city, near the coast at Camp Schwab, is still the best choice. Most of all, the DPJ’s powerful Secretary‐General Ichiro Ozawa, whose opinion the Prime Minister cannot afford to ignore, is reportedly opposed to any plan that would leave Futenma within Okinawa. The DPJ is hoping Mr Ozawa will steer the Party to victory in July this year and give it sole majority control of the Upper House, repeating his success in last year’s general election. However, the outcome of the election, which the DPJ must win in order to shake off reliance on its coalition partners, would depend on the manner in which the Futenma issue is handled. Failure to move the airbase out of Okinawa or to strike an arrangement with the US on a new site by May 2010 could translate into disaster for the DPJ at the polls and, at worst, could cost Mr Hatoyama his political career.14
Plan Popular – Okinawa

Failure to solve Futenma problem will hurt the PM and his party at the polls.

McCurry, 5-14 (Justin McCurry, correspondant for the Christian Science Monitor, “US Base in Okinawa Looms in Japan Election, 5-14-10, http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia-Pacific/2010/0514/US-base-in-Okinawa-looms-in-Japan-elections)

He is quickly running out of options. Any attempt to honor even a tweaked version of the existing deal will be seen as a betrayal, not least by the left-wing Social Democratic Party, a minor partner in Hatoyama’s coalition whose support he needs to retain a majority in the upper house.

Jun Okumura, a senior adviser to the New York-based Eurasia Group, a political risk analysis firm, believes a deal may be possible that satisfies domestic opinion, but adds that it will require months of negotiations, and come with few guarantees.

“If the US agrees to a new idea for the Futenma relocation, but then Hatoyama doesn’t produce the goods, he will be seen as a partner who can’t fulfill his end of the bargain,” he says.

If Hatoyama’s handling of the issue doesn’t improve, he could be punished in the July poll. “This is a competence issue,” says Mr. Okumura. “The voters will take the view that Futenma has undermined their trust in him and his ability to manage their affairs. He may have to fall on his sword.”

Futenma is a make or break issue for the DPJ

Vaughan, ’10 (Dr. Michael Vaughan is a professor of Asian Politcs at the University of Queensland in Australia and Secretary of the King’s Old Collegians Association Inc, March 2010, “Japan’s New Government – Finding or Losing Its Way” http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/eserv/UQ:200332/JAPAN.pdf)

Now that next fiscal year’s Budget is certain to be enacted, Prime Minister Hatoyama has one less problem to handle. Even so, there is still plenty of tension running through Nagatacho, the Tokyo district recognized as the nation’s political nerve centre. The Prime Minister would very much like to prop up his Cabinet’s scandal‐mired approval rating prior to the Upper House election this Summer, but the notion that the tide will turn once the new child‐care allowances start flowing in June could be simply wishful thinking. The manner in which things play out regarding the US Marine Corps Air Station at Futenma in Okinawa Prefecture, meanwhile, could sustain or destroy the DPJ‐led Coalition Government. Depending on what Mr Hatoyama offers the US, the SDP could withdraw from the Coalition. However, bolder voices within the Government stress that the most practical proposal should be adopted, regardless of opposition from the SDP and Okinawa residents. With an LDP defector joining the PNP in February 2010, the DPJ and its junior partner now command a majority in the Upper House even without the SDP. Yet Futenma is not the only issue creating discord within the ruling Coalition. Mr Hatoyama supports granting local suffrage to foreign permanent residents, but Financial Services Minister Mr Shizuka Kamei, leader of the PNP, is strongly against it. At an Upper House Budget Committee Meeting on 3 March 2010, Mr Kamei warned that the tripartite Coalition will break up if the Government submits such a Bill. Although winning the Nagasaki governorship and the mayor’s seat in Machida, Tokyo in the elections of 21 February 2010, recent opinion polling has found that LDP support levels remain unchanged, even though DPJ support has edged down. LDP Member Mr Yoichi Masuzoe, a former Health Labour and Welfare Minister, told the press on 1 March 2010 that he was “exploring” either reconstructing the LDP or creating a separate Party himself. Mr Masuzoe, who is considered a strong candidate to take over the LDP’s leadership, said the weak support was a “fatal” sign, warning that some Party Members could try to force current LDP President Mr Sadakazu Tanigaki out of his position. Thus, the squabbling and bickering surrounding both major Parties – one in Government and the other in Opposition – continues, raising questions at to the final outcome for governance in Japan and for coherence of public policy.

Plan Popular – Okinawa 

Kan trying to avoid politically explosive Okinawa issue

Kusumoto et al 6/19 (Hana Kusumoto, Chiyomi Sumida, Teri Weaver. 6/19/10, " Futenma fight could linger despite Japan's new prime minister ",  Stars and Stripes. http://www.stripes.com/news/pacific/okinawa/futenma-fight-could-linger-despite-japan-s-new-prime-minister-1.107689)

TOKYO — In the first few minutes of his inaugural speech last week, Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan mentioned the issue that brought down his predecessor: the relocation of Marine Corps Air Station Futenma.

The reference was fleeting. He summed up the eight-month debate and deliberations about Futenma’s future as “confusion,” even though Yukio Hatoyama’s failure to renegotiate the U.S. air station’s move on Okinawa toppled his rule as prime minister and shook relations with Japan’s strongest ally, the United States.

Kan is taking a different tack, Japan and military experts said in recent days. He is working to keep Futenma out of the spotlight to cool tempers and to ensure his party’s success in next month’s Upper House elections.

He’s also lowering expectations, pledging more attention to Okinawa’s role as the leading host of the U.S. military in Japan while shying away from grandiose promises to alleviate that burden.

“I think it’s a more realistic approach,” said Scott Bates, a vice president and senior fellow for the Center for National Policy in Washington. “Kan is a smarter politician.”

Yet, the political and emotional fight is far from over.

Opposition party using Okinawa against DPJ

Japan Economic Newswire 6-24, Lexis 
The opposition camp is poised to continue confronting the ruling bloc over money scandals and the controversial government plan to relocate a key U.S. military base within Okinawa Prefecture that forced Kan's predecessor Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama and DPJ Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa to resign abruptly in early June.
Hatoyama’s decision could hurt DPJ members of the Upper House in the election.

Hayashi and Schlesinger 6-2 (Yuka Hayashi and Jacob M. Schlesinger, staff writers at the Wall Street Journal, “Japan PM Resigns in Okinawa Flap,” 6-2-10, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704490204575279710024709850.html)
Mr. Hatoyama's departure had also been prompted by members of his party concerned about how his unpopularity would hurt the DPJ in coming elections for parliament's upper house, and calls for his resignation had intensified in recent days from members in fear of losing their seats in the vote likely to be held July 11.
In a poll by the Yomiuri Shimbun, a conservative daily newspaper, 14% of the respondents said they would support the DPJ in the national vote, compared with a support rate of 19% for the Liberal Democratic Party, the main opposition party. Currently, the DPJ maintains its slim majority in the upper house.

Plan Popular – Okinawa 
Hatoyama’s Okinawa blunder eroded the DPJ’s credibility. 

The Yomiuri Shimbun 6-25 (“UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010 / Poll referendum on DPJ-led government” 6-25-10, http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T100624005180.htm)
The July 11 upper house poll will be a public referendum on the government and its policies, which have been in effect since former Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama took power in September.

In nine months since unseating the Liberal Democratic Party, the Democratic Party of Japan and its coalition partners have spent their energy on direct financial assistance to families--including free high school, child-rearing allowances and farm subsidies.

During the House of Representatives race, the DPJ vowed to cut wasteful spending of taxpayers' money and free up 16.8 trillion yen by fiscal 2013. Despite budget screenings and other such efforts, the party discovered there were limitations to what it could do.

"We have realized that it would be impossible for us to meet our target figure," said Koichiro Genba, chairman of the Policy Research Committee.

This resulted in the DPJ issuing government bonds totaling 44 trillion yen--a postwar record high--to add to the 37 trillion yen in revenue it was expecting for the fiscal 2010 budget, the first one put together by the DPJ.

As for foreign affairs and security issues, the Hatoyama administration repeatedly tried to avoid dealing head-on with the relocation of the U.S. Marine Corps' Futenma Air Station in Okinawa Prefecture.

Late last year, the Hatoyama administration repeatedly said it would find an alternative to the 2006 Japan-U.S. agreement that called for the relocation of the base to the Henoko district of Nago, Okinawa Prefecture. But in the end, his Cabinet reverted to the relocation of the base to Henoko.

This decision led to Social Democratic Party leader Mizuho Fukushima refusing to sign an agreement and then being dismissed from the post of state minister in charge of consumer affairs. Her party also withdrew from the coalition.

This series of events eroded the government's base, drawing criticism even from within the DPJ and causing Hatoyama to resign.

Meanwhile, money scandals involving Hatoyama and former DPJ Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa have given the opposition parties ammunition with which to attack the DPJ.

Okinawa key to election.

The Nikkei Weekly, 6-7 (“Kan steps into raging tempests” Lexis)
Resigning after 266 days in office, Hatoyama leaves Futenma relocation issue, budgetary woes to politician known for irritability.

Eight and a half months after riding the DPJ's historic lower house victory into office, Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama last week announced his resignation, having haphazardly frittered away a chest brimming with political capital.

His successor, Naoto Kan, who will take office this week, faces a mountain of challenges both at home and abroad.
First off, Kan needs to rebuild that political capital ahead of next month's upper house election.

He must also find a viable solution to the issue that undid Hatoyama - what to do with U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma in Okinawa Prefecture. Hatoyama had promised to relocate the helicopter facility outside of the tiny island prefecture, only to go back on that promise late in the game. Through the course of the rancorous debate, Okinawans grew more steadfast in their opposition to the base.
Plan Popular – Okinawa 
Solving with Okinawa issue could reunite the DPJ’s coalition with the SDP

The Nikkei Weekly, 6-7 (“Kan steps into raging tempests” Lexis)
The DPJ is also without one of its coalition partners. The Social Democratic Party, which had insisted on removing the Futenma base fromOkinawa, left the ruling camp May 30 over Hatoyama's turnabout. The two parties that remain, the DPJ and the People's New Party, hold 122 of the upper house's 242 seats, the slimmest majority possible.

Should the coalition lose that majority in the coming election, it would mean a split Diet - its majority would only remain in the lower house. And that would make passing bills extremely difficult.
Futenma decision hurt the PM and DPJ members – they fear for their reelection

The Japan Times 6-3 (“A disappointing departure,” 6-3-10, http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/ed20100603a1.html)
As he said in his speech Wednesday before DPJ Diet members, Mr. Hatoyama was resigning mainly for two reasons: his failure to keep his promise to relocate the functions of U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Okinawa, out of Okinawa Prefecture, and a political funds scandal that included his mother's provision of some ¥1.26 billion to him over years.

His repeated promise to move the Futenma functions out of the prefecture had heightened expectations among Okinawans, who have suffered from the heavy presence of U.S. military bases, which occupy about 18 percent of Okinawa Island. Mr. Hatoyama's final decision to basically keep intact the 2006 Japan-U.S. pact to move the Futenma runway to the Henoko area in Nago, in the northern part of Okinawa Island, angered and disappointed Okinawans. A Kyodo News poll after his Futenma decision showed the Hatoyama administration's approval rating at 19.1 percent — a sharp drop from the 72 percent it enjoyed immediately after its inauguration in September.

The Futenma decision also led to the Social Democratic Party's bolting from the ruling coalition, as Mr. Hatoyama dismissed SDP leader Mizuho Fukushima from her consumer affairs ministerial post for refusing to support the Futenma decision. The fall in the Cabinet's approval rating and the departure of the SDP caused panic and anger among DPJ Upper House members who face election in July — and for whom election campaign cooperation with the SDP is indispensable. The voice of DPJ lawmakers who felt disadvantaged in the coming Upper House election if Mr. Hatoyama remained as the party's face was a decisive factor that led to his resignation.

DPJ will suffer in the elections because of Okinawa 

Kakuchi, 5-8 (Suvendrini Kakuchi, staff writer for the Brunei Times “Futenma Base Relocation: A broken promise?” 5-8-10 http://www.bt.com.bn/opinion/2010/05/08/futenma-base-relocation-broken-promise)

Even Hatoyama's desperate bid to appease his supporters by suggesting the base be moved to Tokushima island was also unsuccessful when he met with fierce resistance from the local residents there. Experts view the huge public disappointment against Hatoyama as a blow to some much-needed change in Japan. Hatoyama's Democratic Party of Japan (DJP) and allies are creating policies that aim to weed out heavy spending on public works project that damage the environment, curtail traditional bureaucratic waste and support social budgets for better child care. The thrust to bring a more Asia-oriented policy with less dependence on the US security umbrella has also been promoted as a wise move. 
But Okinawa has shown that such expectations could fall by the wayside. There are predictions that the upcoming Upper House election in July will see fewer seats won for DJP, not the best omen for ushering in a new Japan. DJP was swept to power with much fanfare in August last year. The sweeping support for the DPJ during the House of Representatives elections was viewed as a sign of simmering frustration against the long-ruling conservative Liberal Democratic Party's (LDP) economic policies that had seen the rise of alarming social issues, as well as the US-Japan Security Pact supporting the presence of 25 US military bases that occupy two-thirds of Okinawa. "People were fed up with LDP-led governments that they felt had placed economic expansion above everything else. They want solutions to the high unemployment rates, a widening gap between the haves and have-nots and a stop to Cold War diplomacy that forced Japan to support the former Bush administration's war policies," explained Koichi Ishiyama, author and former international finance professor at Toiin University of Yokohama. Taking a cue from a disgruntled public, Hatoyama, along with his partymates, promised a mandate for change before his election.
Plan Popular – Okinawa 
Hatoyama and the DPJ won last year’s elections because they promised to remove the base in Okinawa

Islam, 6-12 (M. Serajul Islam, former ambassador to Japan and a Director, Centre for Foreign Affairs Studies, “Japan-US relations poised to strengthen,” The Daily Start, 6-12-10, http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.php?nid=142303)

The sinking of Cheonan came at a wrong time for Hatoyama. Only eight months ago, he had led the Democratic Parry of Japan (DJP) to a resounding victory ending the LDP's nearly 6-decade long stranglehold on power. One important factor that influenced the public to vote for the DJP was its promise to stand up firmly in dealing with the United States, particularly on the sensitive issue of the stationing of over 40,000 US troops on Japanese soil, with the air force base in Futenma in Okinawa that has the majority of US troops stationed in Japan at the centre of the controversy. Hatoyama also promised to make Japan's foreign policy more Asia centric looking more favourably towards China, which was not the case under the LDP.

Plan Popular – Generic 

Japan doesn’t like American presence and bases. 

Meyer, 09 (Carleton Meyer is a former Marine Corps officer who participated in military operations around the world.  He had written dozens of articles for military magazines. “Outdated U.S. Military Bases in Japan,” http://www.g2mil.com/Japan-bases.htm)

Japan is one of America’s closest allies, yet this relationship is threatened by a refusal to accommodate reasonable demands from the Japanese people to close outdated American military bases. During the Cold War, the USA maintained some 50,000 military personnel in Japan to help defend that nation from the Soviet Union and Communist China. Those threats are mostly gone, while Japan now fields a first-rate military that can defeat any threat. As a result, the Japanese people are less tolerant of the noise and crime produced by large American military bases. President Obama must close some bases before the new Japanese nationalist government demands that all American GIs leave immediately.

Plan Popular – Widespread Okinawa Spillover

Japanese people don’t want realignment – they want the Americans out completely.

Auslin, 6-16. (Michael Auslin, Director of Japanese Studies at the American Enterprise Institute. 6-16-10, “The Real Futenma Fallout”, Wall Stret Journal.

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB1000142405274870432430457530747139978970 4.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEFTTopBucket)
Japanese military officials worry that this year's protests in Okinawa could have spillover effects, inspiring protesters around Atsugi to demand a reduced American presence, and possibly even agitating against the government plan to move Japanese planes there. Moreover, Iwakuni's mayor might reject the new burden of potentially hosting the George Washington's air wing. That, in turn, would embolden antinuclear protesters in Yokosuka, the U.S. Navy's main base, to step up their ongoing pressure to move the nuclear-powered George Washington, the Navy's only permanently forward deployed aircraft carrier, out of Japanese waters. This worst-case scenario would be a series of simultaneous, grassroots movements against the U.S. military presence in Japan that could potentially put fatal stress on the bilateral security alliance and effectively isolate Japan militarily in the western Pacific. Given Mr. Hatoyama's fate when he botched this issue, politicians now are more likely to respond to public demands or they will be replaced by those who do. The resulting political clash would either reaffirm tight ties with Washington or lead to endemic paralysis in Japan's national security establishment.

Okinawa Key to Ballot

Empirically proven – the DPJ won on Okinawa last time.

Werbowski 6-3. (Michael Werbowski, journalist for Digital Journal, “Japan's PM commits political 'Hara-kiri' over U.S Okinawa base,” http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/292906)

Essentially, the party's leader and the country's P.M stepped down over the contentious issue of whether or not to "relocate" the huge Futenma base on the Japanese island of Okinawa. Hatoyama of the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), after breaking his electoral pledge to displace the American military presence and its naval-military base in Okinawa, had little choice but to go. And he went fast.

The promise to Okinawans ( and by extension Japanese pacifists and or nationalists) to basically disperse the base to other parts of Japan or perhaps even move it completely off its territory, was surely a big vote getter and apparently assisted in the DPJ's victory. But it may have deeply displeased Washington. Yet from the onset the electoral promise was meant not to be honored. As the U.S had essentially already "locked- in" Tokyo into an inflexible situation ( previously negotiated with the former and more pro American LDP led government) by which certain parts of the base would be expanded , by means of a 2006 bilateral agreement, to another location in Cape Heneko. As part of this deal the U.S was to build an additional runway at this strategic facility. Hence, more military activity not less on Okinawa.
DPJ Not Running in Okinawa

The DPJ has given up hope with winning a seat in Okinawa – they aren’t even running a candidate.

The Mainichi Daily News, 6-2 (“Hatoyama's negative legacy on Futenma confounds Okinawa before poll,” http://mdn.mainichi.jp/features/news/20100702p2g00m0fe034000c.html)
NAHA (Kyodo) -- Even though former Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama broke his promise to move a U.S. Marine base out of Okinawa Prefecture, that was it for him once he left government.

But for the people of Okinawa the story is not over, and the ruling Democratic Party of Japan, which Hatoyama led until early June, may have to pay a high political price to clean up the mess left by the ex premier.

The DPJ gave up fielding a candidate in Okinawa for the July 11 upper house election, fearing the party would garner little support following Hatoyama's announcement in May that most of Futenma Air Station's functions would stay on the island following eight months of fruitless efforts to find an alternative site for the base.

Plan Popular – Policy Change
DPJ policies need to be clear and different than the former administration if they want the support of the people

The Yomiuri Shimbun, 6-18-10 (“DPJ must stop ‘cop-out’ tactics” http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/editorial/20100618TDY02T0 2.htm)
The Democratic Party of Japan recently withdrew a proposal to hold a budget committee meeting and decided against extending the Diet session. These actions can only be criticized as "cop-outs" and neglecting the party's duty. The two-day session of interpellations by party representatives regarding new Prime Minister Naoto Kan's policy speech was too short. More intensive discussions should have been made at the budget committees of both Diet chambers. It also remains unclear how the Kan administration differs from the previous one of Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama, which ended up disappointing many people. Although Kan made no secret of the fact that his selection of cabinet ministers and top DPJ leaders were intended to rid the party of the influence of former DPJ Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa, the shape and direction of his policies--a key point for the new administration--remain opaque. How will the new administration put the fiscal house in order and reform the tax system? How will it soothe strained bilateral ties with the United States?
Plan Popular – Atsugi Base

Moving Atsugi is unpopular with residents. Bringing them back to the US is popular.

Meyer, 09 (Carleton Meyer is a former Marine Corps officer who participated in military operations around the world.  He had written dozens of articles for military magazines. “Outdated U.S. Military Bases in Japan,” http://www.g2mil.com/Japan-bases.htm)

The USA and Japan agreed to close this base by 2014 because of noise complaints by local residents. Atsugi is located in a crowded urban area near Tokyo with little room between the runway and local homes. The Navy is looking at options to move its 70 aircraft to another airbase in Japan. This will be extremely expensive and residents at potential sites are strongly opposed. The simple solution is to move those 70 aircraft back to the USA, along with their assigned aircraft carrier, the USS George Washington.

A carrier is based in Japan only because the U.S. Navy established bases there after World War II to contain communism. That threat ended, except for the small, weak state of North Korea. Japan has a first class military equal to China’s and doesn’t need American protection. South Korea has become a key trading partner with China. It has twice the population of North Korea and 50 times its economic power. Its mobilized army is twice as big and all its equipment is modern, compared to North Korea’s untrained and ill equipped peasant force.

In the rare chance that war breaks out, the airbase at Atsugi is a prime target for missile attack, which is another reason local residents want the Americans to leave. The Navy claims an aircraft carrier is needed for regional security, yet it routinely deploys the USS George Washington to the Persian Gulf region for six months. There are almost a hundred modern airfields in Japan and Korea where American aircraft can operate in time of war, so an aircraft carrier and the Atsugi airbase are unneeded. Finally, the old Taiwan-China conflict has mostly disappeared. China never had the naval resources to even consider invading Taiwan.
Plan Unpopular – Alliance 

Breaking alliance is politically more costly that allowing bases. The Japanese support the alliance

Green, 09 (Michael J. Green, Senior Advisor and Japan Chair at the Center For Strategic & International Studies and associate professor of International Relations at Georgetown. “US-Japan Ties Under the DPJ: Reluctant Realism Redux” CSIS, 8-7-09 http://csis.org/publication/reluctant-realism-redux-us-japan-ties-under-dpj)

These earlier Manifestos reflected the politics of a badly divided party with poor prospects for winning power. They were generated, when Junichiro Koizumi was taking big political risks for the alliance that might have proven a terminal liability had Iraq or Operation Enduring Freedom gone badly for Japanese forces. Internally, the DPJ was almost incapable of reaching consensus on a proactive security policy agenda. The gulf between former socialists following former Hokkaido governor Takahiro Yokomichi and the conservative nationalists closer to Seiji Maehara is larger than the gulf between the LDP and DPJ. In 2001, when then-DPJ leader Hatoyama induced the DPJ to support Koizumi’s Anti-Terrorism Law, Yokomichi and 27 other DPJers defied the party and abstained in the Diet vote. The DPJ chose to oppose security policies that had less than 50% support in the polls (like the initial dispatch of forces to Iraq and the Indian Ocean or the Okinawa deal), only to be stuck with their position once the government was able to bring public support above 50% and to push through the necessary legislation.

Reluctantly more realistic
As the DPJ leadership began smelling the real possibility of taking power late last year, they realized that the old Manifestos were liabilities. One of the closest lieutenants to DPJ leader Ichiro Ozawa told me earlier this year that Ozawa had never actually read the manifestos and that the US should not worry; they were only intended to appease the left wing of the party and raise the political cost for the LDP. These days, Hatayama, Naoto Kan, Katsuya Okada and other leaders have studiously avoided talking about the specifics of the old Manifestos in meetings with visiting officials and scholars, choosing instead to explain their dedication to the alliance and their desire only for a more “equal” or “balanced” or “open” dialogue. It no doubt dawned on the DPJ that it faced two choices: it could try to revise core aspects of the alliance and risk all its political capital in a fight with the US; or it could modify its foreign policy promises and focus on economic policies that would give them a strong base to compete in next year’s Upper House election.

They have mostly chosen the latter—for good reason. While the public has some specific complaints about the alliance, overall support for the alliance is high, particularly in the wake of North Korean provocations and China’s rapidly growing power. Mismanaging the alliance would undermine public confidence in the DPJ and open the party to fissures between conservatives and liberals that the LDP could exploit. Japan remains a center-right nation. Ozawa and Hatoyama know that the DPJ must shift to the center and demonstrate competence if it wants to deal a knockout blow to the LDP.

As a result, in the new election Manifesto issued July 26, the DPJ expressed support for the US-Japan alliance (including a bilateral Free Trade Agreement) and dropped opposition to MSDF refueling operations in the Indian Ocean until at least January when the current law expires. On the other problematic issues of revising the SOFA, and base agreements, the Manifesto only expressed a vague “desire to move towards revision.” Party leaders have told the press they will focus on building a personal relationship with President Obama and his key cabinet officials before raising difficult bilateral issues.

Plan Unpopular – US Presence Popular

Plan is unpopular – bases bring profits

Japan Times 10 (“Futenma is undermining Japanese democracy”, June 1, 2010, http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/fl20100601ad.html)
Times are tough for the Hatoyama Cabinet. It's had to backtrack on several campaign promises. Its approval ratings have plummeted to around 20 percent. And that old bone of contention — what to do about American military bases on Japanese soil — has resurfaced again. The Okinawa Futenma base relocation issue is complicated, and Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama has devoted too much time to a battle he simply cannot win. If the American troops stay as is, Okinawan protests will continue and rifts within the Cabinet will grow. If the troops are moved within Japan, excessive media attention will follow and generate more anti-Hatoyama and anti-American sentiment. If the troops leave Japan entirely, people will grumble about losing American money.
US bases in Japan are popular


Breer 10 (William Breer, Senior Adviser, Center for Strategic and International Studies at The Brookings Institution, “U.S. Alliances in East Asia: Internal Challenges and External Threats”, May 2010, The Brookings Institution, http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2010/05_east_asia_ breer.aspx)

Despite periodic outbursts of opposition to nuclear ship home-porting or other aspects of the U.S. deployment in Japan, support among the Japanese people for the security relationship has remained at a remarkably high level. As a result the U.S. has had a relatively free hand in the use of our facilities and in the deployment of forces there. Generations of Japanese leaders have cooperated with U.S. security needs. These include a contribution of $13 billion in support of the first Gulf War, the dispatch of ground forces in support of our operations against Saddam Hussein, and generous foreign assistance to many places in which we have a strategic interest, including Afghanistan. Japan has also for the past 25 years made major contributions - $4-5 billion per year - to the support of U.S. forces in Japan. Who would have imagined 60 years ago that there would be significant U.S. military facilities in Japan in 2010?

Broad public support for US military presence in Japan

Harris 09 (Tobias Harris, Ph.D. student in political science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, “The LDP agrees on something”, March 18, 2009, Japan Inc., http://www.japaninc.com/node/3962)

Is the public concerned enough to be unsettled by Ozawa's questioning the long-term future of the US military presence in Japan? The cabinet's latest defense affairs survey — mentioned in this post — says relatively little about public attentiveness to defense issues. Yes, the first question found that 64.7% of respondents are interested in the JSDF and defense issues (50.6% interested to some extent, compared to 14.1% extremely interested), but this survey provides no sense of where defense issues rank in comparison with other issues of concern to the public. The most interesting data points concern the value of the alliance. 76.4% of respondents (31.3% see it as useful, 45% agree that if they had to say, they would say it's useful). 77.3% of respondents support the status quo in US-Japan defense arrangements, with USFJ working with the JSDF to defend Japan. Only 9.9% support the proposition that Japan should defend itself by abrogating the US-Japan security treaty and having the JSDF alone defend the country, while a mere 4.2% support the "pacifism in one country" idea of abrogating the security treaty and shrinking or elimanating the JSDF. But this question does not provide the Ozawa option of a minimized US presence (under the treaty, of course) and a bolstered role for the JSDF in defending Japan.

Majority K2 Agenda 

DPJ failure to obtain a majority prevents bills passing

NASDAQ 6/23 (Tomoyuki Tachikawa, 6/23/10, " Japan Upper House Election Campaign Kicks Off; DPJ Eyes Clear Majority ", http://www.nasdaq.com/aspx/stock-market-news-story.aspx?storyid=201006232209dowjonesdjonline000659&title=japan-upper-house-election-campaign-kicks-offdpj-eyes-clear-majority)
Campaigning for Japan's Upper House election officially kicked off Thursday, ahead of a poll on July 11 that will give voters their first chance to deliver judgment on the ruling Democratic Party of Japan since it took power last September. The main focus of the election, in which half of the chamber's 242 seats are up for grabs, centers on whether the DPJ can gain enough seats to give Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who replaced Yukio Hatoyama in early June, a clear mandate to run the country. The election result will also indicate how voters feel about Kan's proposal for a consumption tax hike. The DPJ enjoys a nearly two-thirds majority in the more powerful Lower House, but it doesn't have a single party majority in the upper chamber and has formed a coalition with a much-smaller party, the People's New Party. If the ruling bloc fails to retain its current number of seats in the chamber, the DPJ could face difficulties in passing laws through parliament and may need to seek realignment of the ruling coalition.

No majority means no policy initiatives for the DPJ

Asahi Shimbun 6/13 (6/13/10, " EDITORIAL: Upper House poll in July ", http://www.asahi.com/english/TKY201006130158. html)


The DPJ agreed with the People's New Party to maintain their alliance after political haggling over what to do with the postal reform bill, which was promoted vigorously by the DPJ's junior partner in the ruling coalition. But the DPJ has broken with another junior coalition partner, the Social Democratic Party, over the Futenma issue. Depending on the election outcome, the DPJ may have to consider forming a coalition with a new party casting itself as a "third way." Failing to win a majority in the Upper House would seriously hobble the ruling party's ability to push through its policy initiatives, a problem that dogged the previous LDP government. 

Preventing a DPJ majority gives the LDP complete veto power

Japan Times 6/25 (6/25/10, " Showdown could reshape political scene", lexis, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/ docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9637981643&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9637981646&cisb=22_T9637981645&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=169018&docNo=18)
If the DPJ and Kokumin Shinto together fall short of a majority following the crucial vote, experts agree that major shifts will take place in politics. Minor parties that were launched recently, including Your Party, could hold a swing vote and determine the fate of the DPJ, they said. This, on the other hand, will be a wish come true for the LDP and its president, Sadakazu Tanigaki, who vowed to step down if his party fails to stop the ruling coalition from retaining its majority. If the opposition camp prevents the ruling parties from gaining 122 seats, it will have veto power in the upper chamber even on bills passed by the House of Representatives. Since the DPJ and Kokumin Shinto are short of holding two-thirds of the Lower House required to override the upper chamber, the opposition camp will have a strong influence over the government.

Majority K2 Agenda

DPJ won’t get the majority – creates political deadlock 

Reuters 6/16 (“UPDATE 1-Japan PM eyes July election, opposition resists” June 16, 2010, http://www.reuters.com/article/i dUSTOE65F03D20100616)

But while the leadership change has improved the DPJ's election chances, it remains unclear if the party can win an outright majority and avoid policy deadlock as it tries to strengthen an economic recovery and fix tattered public finances. Fiscal problems in Europe and growing market concerns about sovereign debt risk have prompted Kan to make tackling Japan's public debt -- now near twice the size of GDP -- a top priority. If the Democrats fail to win a majority, it would need to maintain its current coalition with the tiny, pro-spending People's New Party (PNP), or seek help from other allies to pass bills, complicating policy making. "There is still a month before the election so the Democrats' ratings could well cool by then," said Mikitaka Masuyama, a professor at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. "It's likely that no party wins a majority and there will be a lot of political jockeying after the election to pull together groups for a majority," Masuyama said.

Securing a majority allows the DPJ to push their agenda 

Japan Times 6/25 (6/25/10, " Showdown could reshape political scene", lexis, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/ docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9637981643&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9637981646&cisb=22_T9637981645&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=169018&docNo=18)
A general election is not due until 2013 unless the prime minister dissolves the Lower House, and the next Upper House poll will be in the summer of that year. A comfortable victory on July 11 would also make Kan a certainty to win the DPJ presidential election scheduled for September. "Securing a win in the Upper House election will realize a sound government," Kan told a meeting of DPJ members earlier this month. If this goal is achieved, Kan, who formed his Cabinet on June 8, will go after weighty issues, including tax reform and fundamental shifts in the relationship between bureaucrats and the government. Another upside to winning more than 60 seats will be that the DPJ won't have to rely on a coalition arrangement, which has been a source of instability for the party.

Election K2 DPJ Legitimacy

This election is an evaluation of the public trust in the DPJ 
Daily Yomiuri 6/24 (6/24/10, " UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010 / Campaigning kicks off / Crucial test for DPJ in ... ", http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/national/T100624005154.htm)

Official campaigning for next month's House of Councillors election kicked off Thursday, opening a 17-day battle that will serve as an evaluation of the performance of the Democratic Party of Japan-led ruling coalition. The July 11 election will be the first national poll since the DPJ came to power in September, and will also serve as a barometer of public trust in the Cabinet of Prime Minister Naoto Kan, which was inaugurated on June 8 following the resignation of his predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama.

Kan will resign if DPJ doesn’t get majority 

Japan Times 6/17 (6/17/10, " DPJ's Diet handling gets low marks", lexis)
Nakano of Sophia University said the results of the election would sway how the DPJ steers future Diet proceedings. Out of the 242 Upper House seats, the DPJ currently holds 116, and maintains a threadbare majority with the help of Kokumin Shinto's six seats. Half of the sum total, 121 seats, will be up for grabs in July's vote. If the DPJ-led coalition were to lose a substantial number of seats and could no longer retain an Upper House majority, it would create an unbalanced Diet and Kan may be forced to step down, Nakano said. 

*Impacts*

DPJ Bad – Alliance 

DPJ victory key to continued US-Japan Alliance 

Harris 6-17-10 (Tobias, Observing Japan, “Mr. Kan's Third Way”, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/do cview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9629347732&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9629347735&cisb=22_T9629347734&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=299488&docNo=2)
Moreover, the Kan government's overtures to the US can be overstated: even the formulation of support for the alliance voiced in Kan's address last week was more like former LDP Prime Minister Fukuda Yasuo's, in which the alliance is viewed largely in terms of its role in providing stability in Asia, than the vision of the alliance as resting on a foundation of shared values and dedicated to the promotion of democracy in the region. Like Fukuda, Kan recognizes that stable, constructive relations with Japan's neighbors, China most of all, are essential, and that the US-Japan alliance is valuable insofar as it contributes to Japan's Asia policy aims. 
But in the Kan government's unflinching support for last month's agreement on Futenma, the new government is clearly interested in bolstering the US pillar of Japan's foreign policy. What I wonder is whether the DPJ's renewed interest in the security relationship is a function of its focus on deficit reduction. As the government looks to reduce spending, DPJ officials may increasingly be coming to the realization that austerity combined with regional uncertainty means that for the foreseeable future Japan will be dependent on US deterrent power. While the new government is quietly hedging against the possibility that the US commitment to Asia might weaken through its focus on bilateral cooperation with regional powers and its growing acceptance of the need to loosen restrictions on arms exports (which would lower the cost of bolstering Japanese's own conventional capabilities), the DPJ clearly accepts that for the foreseeable future it will be necessary to maintain a constructive security partnership with the US, even if the party continues to hope for an "equal" partnership.

Weak US-Japanese alliance causes Japan to rearm 

Thakur 2-22-10 (Ramesh, director of the Balsillie School of International Affairs, distinguished fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation, and professor of political science at the University of Waterloo; The Canberra Times, pg. 9, “Wrong to write off Japan” http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T 9619228525&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9619225874&cisb=22_T9619225873&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=161300&docNo=17)
Americans unsettled by Tokyo's questioning of the operationalisation of the alliance should brush up on the history of the storm of protests unleashed across Japan when the treaty was put before the Japanese Diet for ratification in 1960. Tokyo's proposal for an East Asian community around China and Japan that excludes the US has also ruffled US sensibility. Washington should not conclude the problems are due to an inexperienced, immature and populist government in need of a few sharp lessons in realism. The base dispute is a lightning rod for differences over how to manage a political landscape in Japan and geostrategic landscape in East Asia that are both changing. Tokyo is recalibrating its historical relationships with its traditional protector and rival. China seems intent on making that extra effort to present the friendlier face to nudge the process along of counterbalancing enduring US influence. Yet there is also lingering suspicion of China and a resistance-cum- resentment to ceding alpha status to China.

The most technologically advanced, richest and best educated country in Asia cannot be written out. If Asia turns to cooperation, Japanese money will be required to underwrite the institutional arrangements and agreed deliverables. If Asia turns to confrontation and conflict between China and the US, Japan will anchor any US forward strategy for East Asia. If Japan is ignored, if Washington attempts to use its relationship with China to shape the environment into which Japan fades quietly into the sunset, Tokyo can play spoiler for most regional initiatives and even embrace the bomb.

DPJ Bad – Alliance 

Japan rearm key to stop nuclear war

Kapila 06 (Dr. Subhash Kapila, an International Relations and Strategic Affairs analyst.  He is the Consultant, Strategic Affairs with South Asia Analysis Group, “JAPAN’S RENEWED IMPERATIVES FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS: An Analysis” South Asia Analysis Group, December 9, 2006, http://www.southasiaanalysis.org/%5Cpapers20%5Cpaper1947.html) PDH

Japan and the Japanese people are for the first time seriously concerned about the security environment that surrounds them. China and North Korea have adopted confrontationist postures against Japan. South Korea also presently seems to be unfriendly with Japan. The United States-Japan Security Treaty forms the bedrock of Japanese security. Both nations are deeply committed to strengthening it. But it is also becoming painfully aware that the United States is going to be strategically distracted for a long time by West Asian and Islamist terrorism challenges. The United States West Asian distraction leads to a sense of a security vacuum in East Asia with China engaged in military build up whose unstated end-aim is to force the United States to vacate its military presence in East Asia. Japan as an economic superpower and a politically powerful country with a legacy of proud traditions should not be expected to mortgage her security and national honor to an overbearing China with no benign intentions towards Japan. In view of the emerging situation, there exist justifiable renewed imperatives for Japan to develop an “independent: nuclear deterrence capability”. It is Japan’s national imperative and also an imperative for a balanced security environment in East Asia 

DPJ Bad – Climate Bill

DPJ pushing climate bill now
Reuters 6/15 (“Japan govt says climate bill may come later in year”, June 15, 2010, http://af.reuters.com/article/energ yOilNews /idAFTOE65D04C20100615)
TOKYO June 15 (Reuters) - Japan's cabinet will try to push its climate change bill through the country's upper house later in the year if it runs out of time in the current parliamentary session, a senior government official said. Japan is the world's fifth-biggest greenhouse gas emitter and a pledge to cut emissions by 25 percent from 1990 levels by 2020 has become a cornerstone of the government's long-term economic growth strategy. Japan's new Prime Minister Naoto Kan took office last week, eating into upper house debating time, with the current session of parliamnet expected to end later this week ahead of upper chamber elections next month. The powerful lower house last month passed the energy bill which includes the 2020 goal and a shortlist of measures to achieve this such as the launch of a nationwide compulsory emissions trading scheme, but it needs upper house approval to become legally binding. "It is very regrettable but time for debate (on the climate bill) in the current parliamentary session is running out and the chance of it being passd in time is becoming very small," Hikaru Kobayashi, administrative vice minister of the environment, said at a seminar in Tokyo on Tuesday. "We will make further efforts to help enact this climate bill," he continued. The government had initially planned to enact an emissions trading bill in the next regular parliamentary session in early 2011, aiming to launch a compulsory carbon market either in 2012 or in 2013. 
DPJ supports climate bill
Reuters 6/8 (“FACTBOX-Policy implications of change of Japan leadership”, June 8, 2010, http://www.reuters.com/article/id USTOE65703820100608?type=marketsNews)
Hatoyama's government approved a 2020 goal to cut 

of Japan" 
Japan
's greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent from 1990 levels premised on an international framework in which major emitting countries agree with ambitious targets. [ID:nLDE6371AV] The powerful lower house passed a climate bill including the goal and a short-list of domestic measures to achieve it, but upper house passage of the bill could be delayed given a tighter schedule with the change-over in government. Even if it doesn't get passed, the DPJ still holds power and is expected to compile a bill with the same goal, though it may be may be changed if it needs to appease new coalition partners.

Climate bill is coming up for vote

Young 6/17 (Tom Young, writer for BusinessGreen news, “Japan pledges to pass delayed climate bill this year”, June 17, 2010, http://www.businessgreen.com/business-green/news/2264909/japan-pledges-pass-delayed)

Japan's government has run out of time to enact its proposed climate bill ahead of the country's elections to be held next month, but has promised to pass the legislation before the COP16 climate talks in Mexico later this year. The ruling Democratic Party had hoped to enact the bill – which will lay the foundations for an emissions cap-and-trade scheme – by the end of the current session of parliament on Wednesday. The lower house passed the climate bill last month, but the upper house debate has only just started and there is now not enough time for the bill to be passed before parliament is dissolved. However, the government said that it plans to resubmit the bill after the elections on 11 July. Environment minister Sakihito Ozawa told news agency Reuters that he wanted to see the bill enacted by late November when the next UN climate summit kicks off in Cancun.
Climate Bill – LDP Opposes

LDP opposes the current climate bill – too radical 

Brookings Institute 09 (“Climate Change and Japan’s Post-Copenhagen Challenge”, December 2009, The Brookings Institute, http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2009/12_japan_climate_hughes.aspx)

The problem for this picture is that the DPJ’s GHG emissions target goes far beyond that of the former governing LDP, which committed Japan to reducing emissions by 8 percent from 1990 levels by 2020. (It should also be noted that Japan was failing to meet its commitments under the Kyoto Protocol through the existing policy regime.) This step undoubtedly represents a much stronger commitment to climate change and environmental politics within the DPJ; current Minister for Foreign Affairs and senior DPJ MP Katsuya Okada, for example, was a scathing critic of the LDP’s target when it was announced, and he is committed to dealing with climate change.
Climate Bill – Hurts Economy

Climate bill burdens Japanese industry 
The Daily Yomiuri 10 (“Industry claims climate bill burdensome”, March 15, 2010, LexisNexis, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/l nacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9632849933&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9632849936&cisb=22_T9632849935&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=145202&docNo=1)
The industrial sector has been intensifying its opposition to the bill because the huge emissions cuts will require companies to scale back industrial activities, which will result in declined earning capacities. The government has put forth three measures as pillars of a package to tackle global warming: an emissions trading scheme; a new environmental tax on oil and other fossil fuels; and a system under which power companies purchase electricity generated by renewable energy sources at fixed prices. According to a chemical industry group's estimate, implementing the three measures would require about 200 billion yen per year. Meanwhile, a cement industry organization calculates the envisioned green tax will result in the entire industry having to come up with 30 billion yen, an amount equal to about 6 percent of the industry's current domestic annual sales. "It's difficult for us to pass such burdens onto consumers, so the planned tax would deal a huge blow to the industry," an industry official said. According to the Japan Business Federation (Nippon Keidanren), the country's industrial sector emitted about 454 million tons of carbon dioxide in fiscal 2008, a decrease of 10.5 percent from fiscal 1990, partly due to the economic downturn resulting from the global financial crisis. Despite those large cuts in CO2 emissions, the reduction amount is far from the 25 percent goal of the basic climate bill, meaning companies would be required to bear considerable burdens to achieve the target.

Japan Economy Collapse = Nuclear War

Japanese economic collapse goes global and causes wars

Auslin 9 (Michael Auslin, director of Japan Studies at the American Enterprise Institute and former associate professor of history and senior research fellow at the MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale University, 2/17/09, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123483257056995903.html)

Recently, many economists and scholars in the U.S. have been looking backward to Japan's banking disaster of the 1990s, hoping to learn lessons for America's current crisis. Instead, they should be looking ahead to what might occur if Japan goes into a full-fledged depression. If Japan's economy collapses, supply chains across the globe will be affected and numerous economies will face severe disruptions, most notably China's. China is currently Japan's largest import provider, and the Japanese slowdown is creating tremendous pressure on Chinese factories. Just last week, the Chinese government announced that 20 million rural migrants had lost their jobs. Closer to home, Japan may also start running out of surplus cash, which it has used to purchase U.S. securities for years. For the first time in a generation, Tokyo is running trade deficits -- five months in a row so far. The political and social fallout from a Japanese depression also would be devastating. In the face of economic instability, other Asian nations may feel forced to turn to more centralized -- even authoritarian -- control to try to limit the damage. Free-trade agreements may be rolled back and political freedom curtailed. Social stability in emerging, middle-class societies will be severely tested, and newly democratized states may find it impossible to maintain power. Progress toward a more open, integrated Asia is at risk, with the potential for increased political tension in the world's most heavily armed region. This is the backdrop upon which the U.S. government is set to expand the national debt by a trillion dollars or more. Without massive debt purchases by Japan and China, the U.S. may not be able to finance the cost of the stimulus package, creating a trapdoor under the U.S. economy.
DPJ Bad – NDPG (1/2)

LDP win key to NDPG reform

Harris 09 (Tobias, Observing Japan, “Pushback on Preemption”)

Prime Minister Asō Tarō and a group of national security hawks in the LDP may be pushing hard for the inclusion of preemptive capabilities in this year's National Defense Program Guidelines (NDPG), but it appears that while there is little opposition from within the LDP, the Aso government may yet have some difficulty getting its way on preemption. The LDP's campaign for preemptive capabilities is part of a broader national security program compiled by a subcommittee of the national defense division of the party's Policy Research Council. In addition to the acquisition of preemptive defense capabilities — which the subcommittee maintains is critical to strengthening the US-Japan alliance — the draft calls for reversing cuts in defense spending, permitting collective self-defense, creating a "Japanese-style" National Security Council, relaxing the three arms-exporting principles to permit joint development, and altering Japan's policies on the defense of outlying islands.
NDPG risks angering China and North Korea

Kandu 05 (Shigekatsu, IDB, “East Asian Strategic Review 2005” http://www.iadb.org/intal/intalcdi/PE/2010/05436.pdf)

On the other hand, there are countries that have expressed concern over the policies outlined in the new NDPG. China showed its displeasure about those passages that touched on the modernization of China’s military forces and their expanding areas of operation at sea as well as about the changes it stipulated in Japan’s defense posture. In a comment on the new NDPG made on December 10, 2004, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhang Qiyue said that “we express our deep concern over the major readjustment of Japan’s military and security strategy.” She further pointed out that “due to historical reasons, the developments in Japan’s military and security have always been a very sensitive 230 East Asian Strategic Review 2005 issue,” and expressed the hope that “the Japanese side will take full account of the concerns of the people in its neighboring countries in Asia, and Japan should stay on the path of development through peace and behave with prudence on the military and security issue.” Regarding the references made to China in the new NDPG, she also criticized the new NDPG by saying that “Japan publicly plays up the so-called ‘China threat’ in its official documents. It is completely groundless and extremely irresponsible.” China’s National Defense in 2004, a white paper released by the Chinese government on December 27, 2004, says in a passage dealing with Japan: “Japan is stepping up its constitutional overhaul, adjusting its military security policies and developing the missile defense system for future deployment. It has also markedly increased military activities abroad.” This assessment, too, appears to be made with the new NDPG in mind. North Korea, another country referred to in the new NDPG, expressed its strong resentment. According to the Korean Central News Agency, Rodong Sinmun, the organ of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said in its commentary dated December 21, 2004, that the new NDPG had changed the exclusively defenseoriented policy into a definite offensive strategy, thereby effectively lifting the restrictions imposed on Japan’s military actions. Commenting on a statement contained in the new NDPG describing North Korea’s military movement as “a serious factor destabilizing the security of the region,” it said that North Korea has never posed any “military threat” and that Japan cited the threat from North Korea as a pretext for justifying the new NDPG.
DPJ Bad – NDPG (2/2)
Nuclear War

Hughes 06 (Christopher, “Japanese Military Modernization: In Search of a “Normal” Security Role” PDF)

If North Korea represents the most immediate threat to Japan’s security, then China poses the greatest challenge for Japan’s security over the medium to long terms. Japan has been concerned about the modernization of China’s conventional and nuclear forces since the early 1990s. These concerns focus not on China’s military modernization per se, but upon signs that China is now willing to project military power beyond its borders. Beijing could use its small blue-water surface, submarine, and amphibious naval capacities to assert China’s territorial claims to the South China Sea and thereby disrupt Japan’s sea lines of communication (SLOC). China’s constant dispatch of both “research ships” and warships into Japan’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ) around the disputed Senkaku Islands are viewed by many in Japan as evidence of aggressive intent. Japan’s concerns about China were heightened when a Chinese nuclear-powered submarine passed through Japanese territorial waters on November 10, 2004. Bilateral frictions have continued over China’s natural gas exploration activities (begun in early 2005) in an East China Sea oil field abutting Japan’s EEZ claim. Sino-Japanese ties have continued to deteriorate thus far in 2005, with renewed tensions over the correct representation of Japan’s colonial past in Japanese history textbooks.
A2: Child Support Popular

Child support didn’t help DPJ

Daily Yomiuri 6/24 (Yomiuri, 6/24/10, "UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010; Voters swinging back to DPJ", lexis)
As the Hatoyama administration's approval rating continued to head south, some DPJ members argued that public support would increase after people started receiving child-rearing allowances--one of the party's high-profile measures. However, the June survey found no clear correlation between the provision of the allowance and support for the DPJ. The government started providing monthly child-rearing allowances this month. In the survey, 23 percent of respondents said they had received the benefits, while 8 percent of those with children subject to the allowance program had yet to be paid. Sixty-nine percent said they did not have children eligible for the benefits.

A2: Industrial Lobby Supports DPJ

The business lobby doesn’t influence Japanese politics 
The Nikkei Weekly 09 (Japanese news paper, “DPJ win won't mean end to business as usual for Keidanren”, August 10, 2009, Nexis, http://w3.nexis.com/new/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9629582097&format=GNBFI&sort=RELE VANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9629588500&cisb=22_T9629582099&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=8002&docNo=19http://w3.nexis.com/new/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9629582097&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9629588500&cisb=22_T9629582099&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=8002&docNo=19)

DPJ win won't mean end to business as usual for Keidanren LDP ties aside, lobby's role in politics shifted long ago; leaders harbor concerns, but fears of liberal economic system's demise not among them KAZUO MORI At first glance, it appears that if the main opposition Democratic Party of Japan meets the prevailing expectations and wins the lower house election on Aug. 30, the Japan Business Federation (Nippon Keidanren) will have some difficult decisions to make. As the representative of the business community, the organization has long maintained close ties with the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. That said, the Keidanren is no longer what it once was, and it is simply a myth that the group of business leaders maintains a strong background influence on politics through political donations. If the group continues to be seen in that anachronistic light, it will be difficult to find its raison d'etre. 

A2: Coalitions Solve

Coalitions fail – PNP now opposes DPJ

Daily Yomiuri 6/12 (Takeo Azuma, Soichiro Kuboniwa and Yoichi Shiraishi, Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers, Yomiuri, 6/12/10, "Govt, DPJ make costly election choice", lexis)

The government and the Democratic Party of Japan decided to officially announce the House of Councillors election June 24 and hold the vote July 11 because they felt it would be wise to enter the election battle as soon as possible, given the high approval ratings seen in public opinion surveys for the newly launched Cabinet of Prime Minister Naoto Kan. They had to pay a high price for their decision, however: the resignation of Shizuka Kamei, state minister for postal reform and leader of the People's New Party, over the rejection of the PNP's demand that a postal reform bill be passed during the current Diet session. Kamei's resignation will likely be a heavy blow to the Kan administration. It was triggered by confusion inside the ruling camp over whether the current Diet session would be extended and how to deal with the postal reform bill.
The DPJ lost is coalition with the SDP
New Statesman 6/8 (Dr Tina Burrett is assistant professor of international relations at Tokyo's Temple University., 6/8/10, " Japanese lessons for Clegg and Cameron ", http://www.newstatesman.com/blogs/the-staggers/2010/06/japan-coalition-jsdp-hatoyama)
Hatoyama's successor, Naoto Kan, is Japan's sixth prime minister in less than four years. But the latest resignation has particular resonance for politicians in Britain. Hatoyama led a coalition government comprising his own centrist Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), along with the smaller left-wing Japan Social Democratic Party (SDP). Although Hatoyama's resignation came largely as a result of his own blunders, the final shove was provided by his coalition partner, the SDP leader, Mizuho Fukushima. Hatoyama's nine months in office were dogged by scandal, indecision and missed opportunities, but he was finally forced out over his failure to fulfil an election promise to move the controversial US Futenma marine base, currently located on the island of Okinawa. His reversal on Futenma was seen by the public as symbolic of a broader inability to deliver on critical issues. When he came to power last August, public support for Hatoyama and his government stood at an astonishing 75 per cent; by the time he resigned, it had fallen to 19 per cent. Fraught alliance Hatoyama's failure over Futenma put pressure on his party's already fraught coalition with the SDP, which represents what remains of Japan's socialist electorate. Opposition to the Japan-US security alliance is a central pillar of their pacifist platform, so, not surprisingly, the SDP's Fukushima refused to support Hatoyama's decision to revert to the status quo and allow the US military to remain at Futenma. The prime minister was thus forced to dismiss her from her post as minister for consumer affairs. The rest of the SDP swiftly followed their leader in leaving the coalition.

Tax Increase Irrelevant 

Tax increase irrelevant – both parties support

Daily Yomiuri 6/19 (Shuhei Kuromi and Yuko Mukai, Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers, Yomiuri, 6/19/10, "UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010; Parties claim same ground on tax reform", lexis)
The battle of words over the House of Councillors election has begun with a rare but controversial instance of harmony, after the two major parties both claimed the same position on raising the consumption tax rate. The ruling Democratic Party of Japan and the Liberal Democratic Party both declared their support for increasing the tax rate in their respective election manifestos, which were released Thursday. To be formally announced next Thursday and held July 11, the upper house poll will be the first national election since the DPJ took power last year. 

Tax increase not a point of controversy in election 

Daily Yomiuri 6/19 (Shuhei Kuromi and Yuko Mukai, Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers, Yomiuri, 6/19/10, "UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010; Parties claim same ground on tax reform", lexis)
In Kan's view, the current political atmosphere is well suited to introducing the tax hike, following the departure of former Secretary General Ichiro Ozawa from the DPJ executive board and the rise to key posts by Genba and others who keep their distance from Ozawa. A senior DPJ member said: "If argument in the upper house election focuses on assessments of the administration of [former Prime Minister Yukio] Hatoyama, we won't fare well. It's wiser to increase the public's confidence by shifting from a policy of massive government spending to a more realistic one." Many DPJ members believe, though, that proposing to raise the consumption tax rate to 10 percent will not create controversy. "Because it's the same policy as the LDP's, it can't be a point of dispute in the election," one said. 
AFF – DPJ Win Now

DPJ will get outright majority now

Reuters 6/16 (Linda Sieg, 6/16/10, " INTERVIEW - Japan DPJ has shot at upper house majority - lawmaker ", http://in.reuters.com/article/idINIndia-49379320100617)
Japan's ruling Democratic Party has a shot at taking an outright majority in a July 11 upper house election that it needs to win to avoid a policy stalemate, a party heavyweight said on Thursday. Hajime Ishii, acting head of the party's election campaign headquarters, also said the Democrats have a golden opportunity to shift policy gears to a more realistic fiscal stance, now that voters are worried about the country's bulging public debt. "If a vote were held now, we'd get around 50 seats or so, but over the next month, if we appeal as the ruling party with proper policies and fight in the districts, attaining an outright majority is not impossible," Ishii told Reuters in an interview. Voter support for the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) has rebounded since Prime Minister Naoto Kan took over from his unpopular predecessor Yukio Hatoyama last week, improving the party's chances at the polls. The party needs to win 60 of the 121 seats up for grabs in the 242-member chamber to take a majority without relying on current or new coalition partners to pass bills smoothly.

DPJ wins now – more voter support
Japan Times 6/6 (6/6/10, " About 60% of voters optimistic about Kan: poll ", http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20100607a6.html)
According to the Asahi poll, 33 percent said they will vote for Kan's ruling Democratic Party of Japan in the proportional representation section in the House of Councillors election expected for July, up from 28 percent in the previous poll conducted shortly after Hatoyama's announcement of resignation and higher than 17 percent for the main opposition Liberal Democratic Party. The Mainichi poll showed 34 percent will vote for the DPJ in the proportional representation section, up from 22 percent in the previous survey conducted in late May before Hatoyama's resignation announcement and higher than 17 percent for the LDP.
Voters support a second chance for the DPJ

Daily Yomiuri 6/24 (Yomiuri, 6/24/10, "UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010; Voters swinging back to DPJ", lexis)
The latest Yomiuri Shimbun online survey has some good news for the Democratic Party of Japan, but will not bring much cheer to the minor Your Party. The survey found 42 percent of voters who backed the DPJ in last year's House of Representatives election plan to vote for the party in the proportional representation race of next month's House of Councillors election, up 17 percentage points from the previous survey. The DPJ picked up this support mostly from undecided voters and those who had previously favored Your Party. The latest poll--the third Yomiuri online survey about the upcoming election--was the first conducted since Prime Minister Naoto Kan took office this month. In the first survey, held in late April, 28 percent of respondents who voted for the DPJ last year said they would support the party in the proportional representation race of the July 11 upper house election. The figure slipped to 25 percent in the second poll, in late May. In the May survey, 26 percent of pollees said they had yet to decide which party they would vote for, and 21 percent said they planned to vote for Your Party. Many of these voters have apparently thrown their support behind the main ruling party. The latest Yomiuri online poll was conducted June 16-20 on 1,000 voters, of whom 94 percent responded. Meiji Gakuin University Vice President Kazuhisa Kawakami, who is supervising this Yomiuri survey series, believes many voters are willing to give Kan a chance to redeem the party after becoming disillusioned with his predecessor, Yukio Hatoyama. "People who voted for the DPJ in the lower house election, in hopes that a change of government would usher in a new era of politics, gave up on the Hatoyama Cabinet as it fumbled several key issues," Kawakami said. "However, they appear to be inclined to give the DPJ a second chance under Kan."

AFF – DPJ Win Now – Kan
DPJ wins majority now – Kan breaks away from traditional politics

Newsweek 7/5 (Tobias Harris, a doctoral student in political science at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 7/5/10, "Yes He Kan?; Restoring confidence in Japan's DPJ.", lexis)

With the election of Naoto Kan, the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) has achieved a miracle. Following the resignations of embattled Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama and scandal-tainted secretary-general Ichiro Ozawa, the public has returned to the party that won a majority of historic proportions less than a year ago. According to Japanese daily Asahi Shimbun, the new government boasts a 60 percent approval rating, compared with 17 percent for the Hatoyama government in May. The Yomiuri Shimbun, another daily, found that government support among independent voters--by far the most important bloc--swelled from 9 to 52 percent. More significantly, the DPJ's chances of winning a majority in upper-house elections in July have improved dramatically. The lesson is that the public has by no means lost faith in the DPJ as an agent of political change. If anything, low public approval reflected the idea that Hatoyama and Ozawa were insufficiently distinct from LDP rule and its pathologies. Kan does not suffer from that problem. Having begun his career as a member of a small center-left party and earned a reputation as a crusader for clean government and participatory democracy, Kan will enable the DPJ to reclaim the platform that first brought it to power: the creation of a transparent government that answers to the public's fears about Japan's economic future.
DPJ wins majority now – new PM 
Daily Yomiuri 10 (Japanese Newspaper, “Kan faces hurdles in Diet, election”, June 9, 2010, http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/nat ional/20100609TDY03T03.htm)
The focus of the upcoming upper house election will be to what extent the DPJ, under Kan's leadership, can win back supporters after a sharp decline in popularity during previous Hatoyama Cabinet. With the change of prime minister and the appointment of new party executives, the DPJ's support rate has recovered. One senior DPJ member of the upper house said it once again looked possible for the party to win 60 seats or more in the upper house election and secure a single-party majority of 122 seats in the 242-seat chamber. 

AFF – DPJ Win Now – Policies

DPJ will win majority now – LDP policies too similar

Japan Times 6/25 (6/25/10, " Showdown could reshape political scene", lexis, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/ docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9637981643&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9637981646&cisb=22_T9637981645&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=169018&docNo=18)
But the latest developments indicate a difficult campaign for the once-dominant party. The DPJ's sagging approval rate saw a strong recovery following the resignation of Hatoyama and emergence of Kan as its president and prime minister. Despite having sunk to below 20 percent during Hatoyama's final days, Kan's party now enjoys a nearly 60 percent public approval rating. The LDP's campaign pledge to hike the sales tax and grill the DPJ over its lavish spending also failed, with Kan surprisingly jumping on the bandwagon and agreeing to hold a nonpartisan discussion to reform the tax system. The issue of raising the consumption tax to 10 percent has taken center stage, but the LDP remains unable to differentiate itself from the DPJ to capture new votes.

AFF – DPJ Win Now – Taxes

DPJ gets majority now – support for higher taxes 
Economist 6/26 (6/26/10, "Enter the prudent Mr Kan; Japan's new government", lexis)

Happily for the DPJ, it is not alone in demanding higher taxes. The LDP and one marginal small party also call for a higher consumption tax in their manifestos. (Cunningly, Mr Kan has even referred to LDP's proposal that the tax should double, to 10%, as a "reference point", without stating a figure of his own.) Not only does this deflect some of the heat onto the DPJ's rivals, but it may also put the DPJ in a stronger position after the elections. On today's voter preferences, political analysts believe the DPJ is likely to fall about five seats short of the additional 60 in the upper house that it needs for a simple majority (see table). But if other parties including the LDP believe a higher consumption tax is necessary, it may be able to draw on their support in a vote. That would forgo the need for a more formal coalition of the type that helped doom Mr Hatoyama's tenure.
Tax increase didn’t hurt the DPJ

Daily Yomiuri 6/22 (Nobutaka Kuribayashi and Kensaku Fujiwara, Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writers, Yomiuri, 6/22/10, "UPPER HOUSE ELECTION 2010; DPJ unscarred by consumption tax hike plan", lexis)

The Democratic Party of Japan's top cadre breathed a sigh of relief after a recent Yomiuri Shimbun survey showed many voters are coming around to the idea of raising the consumption tax rate, an issue that has been a political hot potato. The DPJ had been concerned about how Prime Minister Naoto Kan's willingness to raise the tax rate would affect the party's prospects as the ruling and opposition parties duke it out ahead of next month's House of Councillors election. However, the survey found a majority of voters supported Kan's proposal to raise the tax rate to 10 percent, and that support for the Cabinet only fell 4 percentage points from the previous survey (conducted on June 12 and 13) to 55 percent. DPJ honchos also would have been cheered by the finding that there had been no significant change in the DPJ's support rate.

AFF – Coalitions Solve

New coalitions make majority irrelevant 

The Straits Times 6/18 (June 18, 2010, “DPJ gets real in battle for votes; Kan unveils manifesto making more realistic pledges, including possible sales tax hike”, Lexis, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true& risb=21_T9637981643&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9637981646&cisb=22_T9637981645&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=144965&docNo=6)

Under Mr Hatoyama, the DPJ's support rate had sunk to the same level as that for the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) when it was in power previously. But Mr Kan's election as both party leader and prime minister practically reversed the DPJ's fortunes overnight. Mr Kan has made the retention of 54 Upper House seats - the number held by DPJ lawmakers that will be up for grabs - his election target. Barring any major scandal in the coming weeks, the DPJ can expect to come close to that figure. Mr Kan will no doubt emphasise what the DPJ has achieved in more than eight months in power, including free senior high school education for children aged 16 to 18, and the fact that the Japanese economy seems at last to be picking up steam. The opposition parties hope to prevent the DPJ winning enough seats to secure a simple majority in the Upper House without the need for a coalition. Mr Sadakazu Tanigaki, who leads the LDP that lost power to the DPJ in last year's general election, yesterday vowed to step down as party chief if the DPJ-led, two-party coalition keeps its majority in the Upper House. Should the DPJ's coalition with the small People's New Party win fewer than 57 seats, hence losing its Upper House majority, the DPJ will conceivably look to combine with other small parties.

AFF – Plan Hurts DPJ

Breaking alliance is politically more costly that allowing bases. The Japanese support the alliance

Green, 09 (Michael J. Green, Senior Advisor and Japan Chair at the Center For Strategic & International Studies and associate professor of International Relations at Georgetown. “US-Japan Ties Under the DPJ: Reluctant Realism Redux” CSIS, 8-7-09 http://csis.org/publication/reluctant-realism-redux-us-japan-ties-under-dpj)

These earlier Manifestos reflected the politics of a badly divided party with poor prospects for winning power. They were generated, when Junichiro Koizumi was taking big political risks for the alliance that might have proven a terminal liability had Iraq or Operation Enduring Freedom gone badly for Japanese forces. Internally, the DPJ was almost incapable of reaching consensus on a proactive security policy agenda. The gulf between former socialists following former Hokkaido governor Takahiro Yokomichi and the conservative nationalists closer to Seiji Maehara is larger than the gulf between the LDP and DPJ. In 2001, when then-DPJ leader Hatoyama induced the DPJ to support Koizumi’s Anti-Terrorism Law, Yokomichi and 27 other DPJers defied the party and abstained in the Diet vote. The DPJ chose to oppose security policies that had less than 50% support in the polls (like the initial dispatch of forces to Iraq and the Indian Ocean or the Okinawa deal), only to be stuck with their position once the government was able to bring public support above 50% and to push through the necessary legislation.

Reluctantly more realistic
As the DPJ leadership began smelling the real possibility of taking power late last year, they realized that the old Manifestos were liabilities. One of the closest lieutenants to DPJ leader Ichiro Ozawa told me earlier this year that Ozawa had never actually read the manifestos and that the US should not worry; they were only intended to appease the left wing of the party and raise the political cost for the LDP. These days, Hatayama, Naoto Kan, Katsuya Okada and other leaders have studiously avoided talking about the specifics of the old Manifestos in meetings with visiting officials and scholars, choosing instead to explain their dedication to the alliance and their desire only for a more “equal” or “balanced” or “open” dialogue. It no doubt dawned on the DPJ that it faced two choices: it could try to revise core aspects of the alliance and risk all its political capital in a fight with the US; or it could modify its foreign policy promises and focus on economic policies that would give them a strong base to compete in next year’s Upper House election.

They have mostly chosen the latter—for good reason. While the public has some specific complaints about the alliance, overall support for the alliance is high, particularly in the wake of North Korean provocations and China’s rapidly growing power. Mismanaging the alliance would undermine public confidence in the DPJ and open the party to fissures between conservatives and liberals that the LDP could exploit. Japan remains a center-right nation. Ozawa and Hatoyama know that the DPJ must shift to the center and demonstrate competence if it wants to deal a knockout blow to the LDP.

As a result, in the new election Manifesto issued July 26, the DPJ expressed support for the US-Japan alliance (including a bilateral Free Trade Agreement) and dropped opposition to MSDF refueling operations in the Indian Ocean until at least January when the current law expires. On the other problematic issues of revising the SOFA, and base agreements, the Manifesto only expressed a vague “desire to move towards revision.” Party leaders have told the press they will focus on building a personal relationship with President Obama and his key cabinet officials before raising difficult bilateral issues.

Industry Supports DPJ

The industrial lobby supports the DPJ
Financial Times 6/17 (“Japan’s top business lobby hails new PM”, June 17, 2010, http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/17b2bae2-79e8-11df-9871-00144feabdc0.html)
The election of Naoto Kan as Japan’s prime minister has eased worries in the corporate sector about the economic and fiscal policies of his left-leaning Democratic Party of Japan, according to the head of the nation’s most influential business lobby. Hiromasa Yonekura, Keidanren chairman, told the Financial Times that the group’s relations with the DPJ had improved markedly since last year’s historic change of power. His remarks underscore increasing confidence among Japanese companies that the DPJ is sympathetic to their interests in spite of its close ties with labour unions and its longstanding pro-welfare and pro-consumer agendas. Mr Yonekura, 73, offered a strong personal endorsement of Mr Kan’s cabinet following the resignation early this month of Yukio Hatoyama, the DPJ’s first prime minister. “Prime Minister Kan is a very realistic and practical man,” said Mr Yonekura, describing Mr Hatoyama, by contrast, as a “very, very gentle person” who struggled to make timely decisions. The Keidanren chief, who is a 50-year veteran as well as chairman of Sumitomo Chemical, expressed particular approval of Mr Kan’s pledge to focus on building a strong economy, healthy public finances and robust social security. “I have very, very, strong expectations for him,” said Mr Yonekura, a fluent English speaker who has a piece of calligraphy by modern artist Shishu that reads “impartiality” hanging next to his desk. The Keidanren, which represents more than 1,200 big Japanese companies, had close links with the long-ruling, pro-business Liberal Democratic party, giving the group a powerful say in government policy until the LDP’s stunning election defeat last year. In an interview at the elegant Keidanren tower in Tokyo, Mr Yonekura, who became the group’s chairman last month, insisted the lobby group’s role was unaltered by the end of LDP political dominance, but said it had suffered at first from a lack of links to the DPJ and its junior coalition partners. “Because of the lack of experience and limited contact, both the Keidanren and the government parties have struggled on how to communicate,” he said. “It’s now nine months since they took power [and] I think our relationship is getting better and better.”

AFF – Climate Bill – Solves Warming

Japan climate bill dramatically reduces carbon emissions

Reuters 10 (Reuters, June 10, 2010, “Fate of climate bill uncertain as Japan poll nears”, http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsd esk/T OE65802U.htm)
Japan's government could run out of time to enact a climate bill before upper-house elections expected next month, fuelling worries it might drop a plan to trade carbon emissions by setting obligatory caps on firms. Japan is the world's fifth-biggest greenhouse gas emitter and a pledge to cut emissions by 25 percent from 1990 levels by 2020 has become a cornerstone of the government's long-term economic growth strategy. The target is among the most ambitious of all rich nations but has also sparked nationwide debate over how to attain it without hurting the world's No.2 economy. The powerful lower house passed the climate bill last month, including the emissions cut goal and a shortlist of steps to reach it, such as the launch of a compulsory emissions trading scheme. Upper house debate has just started. Here are some scenarios for the climate bill after new Prime Minister Naoto Kan formed a cabinet this week 

Japan climate bill reduces carbon emissions

Bloomberg 10 (Bloomberg Businessweek, “Japan’s Cabinet Endorses Cap-and-Trade Climate Bill (Update2)”, March 12, 2010, http://www.businessweek.com/news/2010-03-12/japan-s-cabinet-endorses-cap-and-trade-climate-bill-update1-.html)
Japan’s Cabinet has endorsed a climate-protection draft law today that would cap industrial emissions and thrust the second-biggest economy into the $125 billion market for trading carbon credits. Some polluters will be subject to a flat ceiling on emissions while others may face a limit per unit of production, according to a copy of the bill, distributed to reporters by the Environment Ministry today. The draft leaves open which industries will be affected.
Japan’s climate bill is commended for it’s ability to stop further warming

United Nations 10 (United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the specialized agency of the United Nations that promotes industrial development for poverty reduction, inclusive globalization and environmental sustainability, “Japan technology transfer to developing world way to cut greenhouse gas emissions, says UNIDO Director-General”, June 16, 2010, http://www.uni do.org/ind ex.php?id=7881&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=485&cHash=0a77710afb)
Yumkella commended Japan for the Bill of Basic Act on Global Warming Countermeasures. The bill, which failed to pass the National Diet (Japan’s bicameral legislation), called for reducing 25 per cent of greenhouse gases emissions by 2020, with a 80 per cent reduction by 2050, and raising the share of renewable energy to 10 per cent by 2020, while realizing sustained economic growth. He said Japan’s supportive measures for developing countries, including a pledge of USD 11 billion of public money for assistance to developing countries up to 2012, were highly admirable.

AFF – Climate Bill – Solves Warming

Curbing carbon emissions is essential to preventing dangerous climate change
Global Warming Focus 09 (“CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY; A new measure of global warming from carbon emissions”, June 22, 2009, Nexis, http://w3.nexis.com/new/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9612791297&format=GNBFI& sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9612795801&cisb=22_T9612795800&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=337899&docNo=1)
Damon Matthews, a professor in Concordia University's Department of Geography, Planning and the Environment has found a direct relationship between carbon dioxide emissions and global warming. Matthews, together with colleagues from Victoria and the U.K., used a combination of global climate models and historical climate data to show that there is a simple linear relationship between total cumulative emissions and global temperature change. These findings will be published in the next edition of Nature, to be released on June 11, 2009. Until now, it has been difficult to estimate how much climate will warm in response to a given carbon dioxide emissions scenario because of the complex interactions between human emissions, carbon sinks, atmospheric concentrations and temperature change. Matthews and colleagues show that despite these uncertainties, each emission of carbon dioxide results in the same global temperature increase, regardless of when or over what period of time the emission occurs. These findings mean that we can now say: if you emit that tonne of carbon dioxide, it will lead to 0.0000000000015 degrees of global temperature change. If we want to restrict global warming to no more than 2 degrees, we must restrict total carbon emissions from now until forever to little more than half a trillion tonnes of carbon, or about as much again as we have emitted since the beginning of the industrial revolution. "Most people understand that carbon dioxide emissions lead to global warming," says Matthews, "but it is much harder to grasp the complexities of what goes on in between these two end points. Our findings allow people to make a robust estimate of their contribution to global warming based simply on total carbon dioxide emissions." In light of this study and other recent research, Matthews and a group of international climate scientists have written an open letter calling on participants of December's Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change to acknowledge the need to limit cumulative emissions of carbon dioxide so as to avoid dangerous climate change.
CO2 has a definite impact on global warming.

Kirkevag et al 08 (ALF KIRKEVÅG, TROND IVERSEN, JON EGILL KRISTJANSSON, ØYVIND SELAND and JENS BOLDINGH DEBERNARD. Professors at the Department of Geosciences, University of Oslo, 2/11/2008, “On the additivity of climate response to anthropogenic aerosols and CO 2 , and the enhancement of future global warming by carbonaceous aerosols”.)
When CO 2 concentrations are doubled and aerosol emissions are kept constant at natural levels, we estimate a global warming of 2.61 K and an increase in precipitation of 4.5%, compared to 2.58 K and 4.8% with present-day aerosol emissions. Even though non-linear interactions between the effects of CO 2 doubling and anthropogenic aerosols are negligible globally, there are positive cloud feedbacks for low level clouds regionally, especially over the eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, where surface air temperatures are too cold in the simulation with present- day aerosol emissions and CO 2 concentrations. When CO 2 is doubled, CCM-Oslo yields a small increase in sulphate and BC burdens, globally averaged, despite the almost 5% increase in precipitation. Most of that increase is in the form of convective precipitation, to which wet scavenging of aerosols is relatively insensitive in the model. The simulated stratiform precipitation is almost unchanged in a global mean, but actually decreases in large areas of major aerosol emissions. Together with regionally reduced precipitation over oceans in the subtropics, this leads to a slight increase in the lifetime and burden of anthropogenic aerosols  

AFF – Climate Bill – Policies Modeled

Japanese climate policies are modeled – their leadership is key in the fight against warming

Oxfam International 10 (an international confederation of 14 like-minded organizations working together and with partners and allies around the world to bring about lasting change, March 11, 2010, “Japan climate bill seriously flawed”, http://www.oxfam. org/en/pressroom/pressrelease/2010-03-11/japan-climate-bill-seriously-flawed)
Oxfam International criticized today the agreement just reached by the Japanese Cabinet for watering down the country’s responsibility to contribute to global efforts to tackle climate change. Jeremy Hobbs, Oxfam International’s Executive Director, who is on a visit to Tokyo to meet with Japanese government officials, said: "Today, the Japanese cabinet failed to provide international leadership, which was desperately needed to build trust between developed and developing countries after the failure of Copenhagen."
Japan could lead the world on climate change legislation

Magee 9 (Seana K. Magee, 9-22-09. “Environmentalists looking to Hatoyama for leadership,” The Japan Times, http://search.japant imes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20090922f2.html)

NEW YORK (Kyodo) If Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama makes good on his promise to cut[s] Japan's greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent by 2020 and send a strong message to a U.N. climate change summit this week, Tokyo has a chance of playing a leading role as a catalyst for change, according to an official of the World Wide Fund for Nature.

"Japan, I think, has a unique opportunity to actually be the agent to move the rest of the world," Kim Carstensen, the director of the WWF's Global Climate Initiative, said during a recent interview.

"We found it very encouraging that both as part of the election campaign and even more so actually in the statement after the election he has been very clear in talking about the minus 25 percent commitment and we hope and we think it will be very, very important that he repeat that to the world on the stage of the United Nations," Carstensen said.

It could be seen as one of the "really important trust-building initiatives that could come out" of the daylong event in New York, said Carstensen, who heads the conservation organization's operations on climate change issues.

Hatoyama has pledged that Japan will seek to cut greenhouse gas emissions by a quarter from 1990s levels within the next 11 years, which is considered a far more ambitious target than the goal set by the former government.

On Tuesday, U.N. Secretary General Bank Ki Moon will host a climate change meeting to pave the way for the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change in Copenhagen in December to adopt a new climate treaty to succeed the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.

Carstensen also believes that Japan as a country, which has a tradition of energy efficiency as well as a history of leadership in the area, has the leverage to bring Hatoyama's message home with credibility.

"It is very important that one of the really big and important economies actually go up and say we would commit to something, which is within the range recommended by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change," he said, referring to the U.N. organization's recommendation that developed nations reduce their emissions by 25 percent to 40 percent by 2020.

He pointed out that with Hatoyama's statement Japan has become the first nation to commit to a reduction within that range and could influence others to take positive steps.

AFF – Warming Causes Extinction 

Global warming leads to extinction – immediate action is necessary to solve
Stein 06 (David Stein, Science editor for The Guardian, 2006, “Global Warming Xtra: Scientists warn about Antarctic melting,” http://www.agoracosmopolitan.com/home/Frontpage/2008/07/14/02463.html)

Global Warming continues to be approaches by governments as a "luxury" item, rather than a matter of basic human survival. Humanity is being taken to its destruction by a greed-driven elite. These elites, which include 'Big Oil' and other related interests, are intoxicated by "the high" of pursuing ego-driven power, in a comparable manner to drug addicts who pursue an elusive "high", irrespective of the threat of pursuing that "high" poses to their own basic survival, and the security of others. Global Warming and the pre-emptive war against Iraq are part of the same self-destructive prism of a political-military-industrial complex, which is on a path of mass planetary destruction, backed by techniques of mass-deception."The scientific debate about human induced global warming is over but policy makers - let alone the happily shopping general public - still seem to not understand the scope of the impending tragedy. Global warming isn't just warmer temperatures, heat waves, melting ice and threatened polar bears. Scientific understanding increasingly points to runaway global warming leading to human extinction", reported Bill Henderson in CrossCurrents. If strict global environmental security measures are not immediately put in place to keep further emissions of greenhouse gases out of the atmosphere we are looking at the death of billions, the end of civilization as we know it and in all probability the end of humankind's several million year old existence, along with the extinction of most flora and fauna beloved to man in the world we share. 

AFF – DPJ Good – East Asian Diplomacy

DPJ victory key to East Asian Diplomacy 

Jun 09 (Iio, Professor and Vice-President of the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies speacializing in Japanese Politics, World Security Network “The New DPJ Government: Hope for Democratic Foreign Policy Making”, http://www.worldsecuritynetwork.com/showArticle3.cfm?article_id=18082&topicID=70) 


A review of foreign policy by the new government has the potential of developing a healthier foreign policy debate in Japan by taking discussions out of closed circles and allowing more responsible politicians to participate. If the process works successfully, there is a chance of Japan developing a stable foreign policy that has a more democratic basis.
When the DPJ administration attempts to expose past problems and shift policies, it needs to keep in mind that this is for the sake of garnering healthy democratic support for its foreign policy. Meanwhile, those who have been in the inner circle need to understand what the change of government means and try to lead the way in a constructive direction.
East Asian Diplomacy key to deterring global nuclear wars 

Green 6-13-10 (Michael, senior advisor and Japan chair at the Center for Strategic and International Studies and associate professor at Georgetown University, “Mr. Kan can Fix US-Japan Ties”

This is not the time for the U.S. to ratchet down attention to the alliance. While Washington has been playing defense with Tokyo for the past nine months, Beijing has been on the move in the East and South China seas and Kim Jong Il has shown what he thinks of deterrence on the Korean peninsula now that he has nuclear capabilities. Pyongyang's sinking of the South Korean navy ship Cheonan has once again focused attention on security issues in North Asia.

AFF – East Asian Diplomacy Ext

DPJ victory = East Asian Diplomacy 

Yoshihide  5-10-10 (Soeya, Director of the Institute of East Asian Studies, Keio University, World Security Network “An East Asian Community and Japan-China Relations” http://www.worldsecuritynetwork.com/showArticle3.cfm?article_id=18283&t opicID=70)

For such diplomatic approaches by Japan toward East Asia, the Japan-Australia Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation, signed in March 2007, has important meanings. The actual context of the declaration reveals that the agreement is the embodiment of security cooperation between countries concerned about a set of non-traditional security and political issues. The declaration has no elements regarding traditional security such as territorial integrity or balance of power considerations. It specifically mentions Japan-Australia cooperation on non-traditional security issues, including law enforcement to combat transnational crime, disarmament and counter-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, peace operations, and humanitarian relief operations. 
From the perspective advanced in this essay, one would realize that similar security cooperation should not be entirely impossible between Japan and South Korea. Indeed, if Japan and South Korea can establish a genuinely cooperative relationship as true equals located between the United States and China, this will become an epoch-making trigger for a paradigm shift in East Asian regionalism. Under the dominant realities today, this perspective may sound rather normative. Nonetheless, it is not entirely without substance, as evidenced by rapidly expanding civil society exchanges between Japan and South Korea and the coordination of alliance policies toward the United States.
Although it is a bit too early to judge where the new diplomacy by the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) will go, there are indications that this sort of paradigm shift may not be entirely impossible in the coming years. Of particular importance is Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama's emphasis on Japan's diplomacy toward neighboring countries, i.e., South Korea and China, in the overall context of an East Asian Community concept. The idea is to start the community-building efforts with Japan's most troubled relationships, i.e., those with South Korea and China, and his rather explicit approach to the history problems represents an important initiative in this overall context of a new East Asian diplomacy rather than simply in a bilateral context. 
Unfortunately, PM Hatoyama is currently busy handling the troubled relationship with the United States. Naturally, DPJ diplomacy should give priority to putting back in order the alliance relationship with the United States, which is indispensable for Japan to cope with and tranquilize the "modern" elements of international politics and security in East Asia. There would then be a better chance for Japan to push for an East Asian Community that is open and committed to the values important for human life rather than traditional national security. Over the long run, there should also be a chance that Chinese society will continue to evolve, although surely with ups and downs, toward accepting and coexisting with such a Community in East Asia.

AFF – DPJ Good – Economy

DPJ victory key to restoration of Japanese Economy

Harris 6-17-10 (Tobias, Observing Japan, “Mr. Kan's Third Way”, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview
/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9629347732&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9629347735&cisb=22_T9629347734&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=299488&docNo=2)
 In his maiden policy speech as prime minister on 11 June, Kan explicitly spoke of a "third way" to the reconstruction of the Japanese economy. Rejecting the first way, what he identifies as the ideology of the construction state (shared prosperity through public works), and the second way, "extreme market fundamentalism" focused on supply side reform at the expense of public welfare, Kan proposed a third way that would target the budget deficits that he says have produced ongoing stagnation and eroded confidence in the social security system. In short, he is trying to break what I've described elsewhere as an impossible trinity of deficit reduction, renewed, balanced, and low-carbon-emitting growth, and robust welfare provision.What follows is a set of policies intended to create a "Strong Economy," "Strong Government Finances," and "Strong Social Security." His proposals on the first point are a reiteration of the DPJ's prevailing position on the economy: the need to balance external and domestic demand, to be realized through a combination of intra-Asian trade, tourism, Green technology, and support for families and the elderly.
On the second point, Kan alluded to the specter of Greece ” an allusion that will be repeated in other times and places in the coming years ” to make the case for aggressively attacking Japan's bloated national debt with efforts to cut wasteful spending and fundamental tax reform, which would undoubtedly include a consumption tax increase. Naturally he appealed to the LDP to cooperate with the government on this issue.
Finally he turned to social security, identifying a secure social security system as critical for economic growth. Effectively he argued that a shaky social security system in an aging society triggers hoarding on the part of middle-aged and senior citizens concerned about their well-being in retirement. The similarities with the Third Way politics of Blair and Clinton are not accidental. Kan, a veteran of Japan's reformist, pragmatic left, is at once trying to unleash and humanize Japanese capitalism. He praises Koizumi's supply-side reforms for promoting the restructuring of Japanese businesses, but despairs of their impact upon Japanese society in the form of unemployment and persistent deflation.

Curent Economy headed for collapse

AFP 4-15-10 (“Risk of Japan going bankrupt is real, say analysts” http://ca.news.finance.yahoo.com/s/11042010/24/f-afp-risk-japan-bankrupt-real-say-analysts.html)
Greece's debt problems may currently be in the spotlight but Japan is walking its own financial tightrope, analysts say, with a public debt mountain bigger than that of any other industrialised nation.

Public debt is expected to hit 200 percent of GDP in the next year as the government tries to spend its way out of the economic doldrums despite plummeting tax revenues and soaring welfare costs for its ageing population.

Based on fiscal 2010's nominal GDP of 475 trillion yen, Japan's debt is estimated to reach around 950 trillion yen -- or roughly 7.5 million yen per person.

Japan "can't finance" its record trillion-dollar budget passed in March for the coming year as it tries to stimulate its fragile economy, said Hideo Kumano, chief economist at Dai-ichi Life Research Institute.

"Japan's revenue is roughly 37 trillion yen and debt is 44 trillion yen in fiscal 2010, " he said. "Its debt to budget ratio is more than 50 percent."

Without issuing more government bonds, Japan "would go bankrupt by 2011", he added.

AFF – DPJ Good – Economy

Collapse of Japanese Economy = chain effect that will collapse of world economy

The American Dream 5-4-10 (“The Coming Economic Collapse of Japan – and Why You Should Be Extremely Concerned About It” http://endoftheamericandream.com/archives/the-coming-economic-collapse-of-japan-and-why-you-should-be-extremely-concerned-about-it) 

Most Americans pay very little attention to what is going on in the economies of other nations.  But they should.  The reality is that in today's global economy, what is happening on the other side of the world can have a dramatic impact on the U.S. economy.  In particular, the ongoing implosion of Japan's economy should greatly concern us all.  Japan is the 3rd biggest economy in the world and is one of America's most important trading partners.  If Japan experiences a total economic collapse it will create a tsunami of financial panic around the globe.  In fact, it is likely that a default by the government of Japan would plunge the world into such an economic nightmare that the American Dream would quickly vanish for millions of American families.  So just how close is Japan to a financial collapse?  Well, Fitch Ratings says that Japan's gross public debt has reached 201 percent of GDP and is likely to continue to pile up into very dangerous territory for the foreseeable future.  It is estimated that this gigantic mountain of debt amounts to 7.5 million yen for every person living in Japan.  Needless to say this is extremely troubling.  Japan has the highest level of public debt to GDP of any of the industrialized nations.  Japan is literally drowing in red ink.  Meanwhile, even with all of the massive government spending that has caused all of this debt, Japan's economy still continues to implode at a frightening pace.  Japan's discouraging battle with deflation dragged into its 13th straight month in March as prices continued to decline and the unemployment rate rose sharply.  In fact, the number of unemployed in Japan totalled 3.5 million in March.  This represented a 4.5 percent rise from the same period a year ago.

AFF – DPJ Good – Alliance

DPJ victory key to continued US-Japan Alliance 

Harris 6-17-10 (Tobias, Observing Japan, “Mr. Kan's Third Way”, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docv
iew.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9629347732&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9629347735&cisb=22_T9629347734&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=299488&docNo=2)
Moreover, the Kan government's overtures to the US can be overstated: even the formulation of support for the alliance voiced in Kan's address last week was more like former LDP Prime Minister Fukuda Yasuo's, in which the alliance is viewed largely in terms of its role in providing stability in Asia, than the vision of the alliance as resting on a foundation of shared values and dedicated to the promotion of democracy in the region. Like Fukuda, Kan recognizes that stable, constructive relations with Japan's neighbors, China most of all, are essential, and that the US-Japan alliance is valuable insofar as it contributes to Japan's Asia policy aims. 
But in the Kan government's unflinching support for last month's agreement on Futenma, the new government is clearly interested in bolstering the US pillar of Japan's foreign policy. What I wonder is whether the DPJ's renewed interest in the security relationship is a function of its focus on deficit reduction. As the government looks to reduce spending, DPJ officials may increasingly be coming to the realization that austerity combined with regional uncertainty means that for the foreseeable future Japan will be dependent on US deterrent power. While the new government is quietly hedging against the possibility that the US commitment to Asia might weaken through its focus on bilateral cooperation with regional powers and its growing acceptance of the need to loosen restrictions on arms exports (which would lower the cost of bolstering Japanese's own conventional capabilities), the DPJ clearly accepts that for the foreseeable future it will be necessary to maintain a constructive security partnership with the US, even if the party continues to hope for an "equal" partnership.

Weak US-Japanese alliance causes Japan to rearm 

Thakur 2-22-10 (Ramesh, director of the Balsillie School of International Affairs, distinguished fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation, and professor of political science at the University of Waterloo; The Canberra Times, pg. 9, “Wrong to write off Japan” http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21
_T9619228525&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9619225874&cisb=22_T9619225873&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=161300&docNo=17)
Americans unsettled by Tokyo's questioning of the operationalisation of the alliance should brush up on the history of the storm of protests unleashed across Japan when the treaty was put before the Japanese Diet for ratification in 1960. Tokyo's proposal for an East Asian community around China and Japan that excludes the US has also ruffled US sensibility. Washington should not conclude the problems are due to an inexperienced, immature and populist government in need of a few sharp lessons in realism. The base dispute is a lightning rod for differences over how to manage a political landscape in Japan and geostrategic landscape in East Asia that are both changing. Tokyo is recalibrating its historical relationships with its traditional protector and rival. China seems intent on making that extra effort to present the friendlier face to nudge the process along of counterbalancing enduring US influence. Yet there is also lingering suspicion of China and a resistance-cum- resentment to ceding alpha status to China.

The most technologically advanced, richest and best educated country in Asia cannot be written out. If Asia turns to cooperation, Japanese money will be required to underwrite the institutional arrangements and agreed deliverables. If Asia turns to confrontation and conflict between China and the US, Japan will anchor any US forward strategy for East Asia. If Japan is ignored, if Washington attempts to use its relationship with China to shape the environment into which Japan fades quietly into the sunset, Tokyo can play spoiler for most regional initiatives and even embrace the bomb.

AFF – DPJ Good – Alliance

Japanese armament would trigger an Asian arms race and destabilize the region
Chanlett-Avery and Nikitin 2-19-09 (Congressional Research Service, “Japan’s nuclear future: policy debate, prospects, and US interests”, http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/RL34487.pdf)
To many security experts, the most alarming possible consequence of a Japanese decision to develop nuclear weapons would be the development of a regional arms race.33 The fear is based on the belief that a nuclear-armed Japan could compel South Korea to develop its own program; encourage China to increase and/or improve its relatively small arsenal; and possibly inspire Taiwan to pursue nuclear weapons. This in turn might have spill-over effects on the already nuclear-armed India and Pakistan. The prospect—or even reality—of several nuclear states rising in a region that is already rife with historical grievances and contemporary tension could be deeply destabilizing. The counter-argument, made by some security experts, is that nuclear deterrence was stabilizing during the Cold War, and a similar nuclear balance could be achieved in Asia. However, most observers maintain that the risks outweigh potential stabilizing factors. 
Regional Arms Race goes nuclear

Feffer 8

(John, the co-director of Foreign Policy In Focus at the Institute for Policy Studies and a Japan Focus associate, “Hidden Asia Pacific Arms Race. Six Countries Talk Peace While Preparing for War”, http://www.japanfocus.org/-John-Feffer/2704, 3/19)

The arms race in Northeast Asia and the Asia Pacific threatens to overwhelm all talk of peace in the region. Northeast Asia is where four of the world's largest military forces -- those of the United States, China, Russia, and Japan, three of them leading nuclear powers -- confront each other – in addition to the two Koreas that sit astride the most dangerous flash point. Together, the countries participating in the Six-Party Talks account for approximately 65% of world military expenditures, with the United States responsible for roughly half the global total.

Here is the real news that belongs on the front pages of papers today: Wars grip Iraq, Afghanistan, and large swathes of Africa, but the most dangerous high stakes arms race centers on Northeast Asia. Any attempt to dismantle the global military-industrial complex must start with the military forces that face one another there.
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