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UQ—GOP Win Now 

Gop leading--

Feldman, 7/30 [Linda Feldman Master in International Public Policy Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/10, http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0730/Midterm-elections-not-all-bad-news-for-Democrats ]

If the midterm elections were held today, the Republicans would have a decent shot at taking over the House of Representatives, Democrats themselves admit. But the elections are not today. They're on Nov. 2. In politics, that three-month span is a lifetime. So what can the parties, the candidates, and other political actors do to bend the outcome? Both a lot and nothing at all. For Democrats, the good news is that they currently hold a big House majority – 256 to 178, with one vacancy. The Republicans would need a net gain of 39 seats to take control, well above average midterm losses for the president's party. The bad news for Democrats is that the vast majority of the 70 seats deemed "in play" by nonpartisan campaign handicappers are Democrat-held. Just the kind of political tsunami required to knock the Democrats out of power is forming, and at this point, there's virtually no doubt that they will lose a significant number of House seats. Unemployment remains stubbornly high, President Obama's job approval rating has sunk to the mid-40s, and his agenda has whipped up a fierce conservative backlash. "The political climate is set, and it's gone for the Democrats," says a Democratic strategist.

GOP winning—beltway consensus proves
Feldman, 7/30 [Linda Feldman Master in International Public Policy Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/10, http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0730/Midterm-elections-not-all-bad-news-for-Democrats ]

White House political strategists seem to be preparing the way for big Democratic losses in November, suggesting that it's up to the candidates themselves to save their own skins. In a July 11 appearance on "Meet the Press," White House press secretary Robert Gibbs enraged the House leadership when he echoed the inside-the-Beltway consensus that enough House seats are in play for the Republicans to win control. Then, he said, "This will depend on strong campaigns by Democrats." Some analysts interpreted that last bit to mean that the White House is already absolving itself of responsibility for big Democratic losses. But it may be that this was another Gibbs statement of the obvious, that the national environment is set, and that endangered Democrats will have to do their best to overcome that.

GOP will reclaim the House—voters upset over Dem’s policies

Associated Press 8/1/10, “GOP looks to erase Democrats' comfy House majority”< http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hV-mBdgX7g985O95DK9AhQg2i5PAD9HAIQ200>

d/a 8/1/10 

WASHINGTON — No fewer than 65 House seats across the country — an overwhelming majority held by Democrats — are at risk of changing political hands this fall, enough to bolster Republican hopes of regaining power. Even more races could become competitive as voters look to blame someone for the sluggish economy and take out their frustration on the Democrats who run the government. Already enough seats are in play that Republicans could gain the 39 they need to reclaim the House. 

GOP up 11 points

FoxNews.com 7/29/10, “Fox News Poll: Republicans Garner 11-Point Lead in Midterms” <http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/07/29/fox-news-poll-republicans-garner-point-lead-midterms/> d/a 8/1/10

With less than 100 days until the midterm elections, American voters would give the edge to Republicans by an 11 percentage-point margin if the Congressional election were today. Yet a majority doesn't think a Republican takeover of Congress would lead to positive change.

GOP gaining momentum
FoxNews.com 7/29/10, “Fox News Poll: Republicans Garner 11-Point Lead in Midterms” <http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/07/29/fox-news-poll-republicans-garner-point-lead-midterms/> d/a 8/1/10

A Fox News poll released Thursday finds that if Americans were heading to the voting booth today, they would back the Republican candidate in their district over the Democrat by 47-36 percent. Two weeks ago the Republicans had a slimmer 4-point advantage (41-37 percent).  As has been the case all year, Republicans continue to be more interested in the upcoming election. Thirty-six percent of Republicans are "extremely" interested compared to 23 percent of Democrats. 

UQ—GOP Win Now
GOP will win—Higher voter turn-out
Christina Monitor Science 7/21/10 “Gallup poll shows just how pumped Republicans are for midterms” <http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0621/Gallup-poll-shows-just-how-pumped-Republicans-are-for-midterms>d/a 8/1/10

We already knew the Republicans were pumped about the fall midterm elections. But a new Gallup poll shows just how big the enthusiasm gap is: An average 59 percent of Republicans and Republican-leaning independents are “more enthusiastic than usual” about voting in November than in previous elections, the highest such figure for either party in a midterm since Gallup started asking the question in 1994.

UQ—Dems Win Now 

Democrats taking control of the House now

Christina Monitor Science 7/21/10 “Gallup poll shows just how pumped Republicans are for midterms” <http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0621/Gallup-poll-shows-just-how-pumped-Republicans-are-for-midterms>d/a 8/1/10

Democrats and Democratic-leaning voters clock at 44 percent “more enthusiastic than usual” – not bad compared with previous midterm years. In 1994, when the Democrats lost control of the House for the first time in 40 years, only 32 percent of Democrats were enthusiastic. In 1998, Democratic enthusiasm came in at 36 percent, and in 2002, it was 38 percent.
Democrats will retain majority in the house 

Associated Press 8/1/10, “GOP looks to erase Democrats' comfy House majority”< http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hV-mBdgX7g985O95DK9AhQg2i5PAD9HAIQ200> d/a 8/1/10 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and other party leaders insist they will hold onto the House. Rep. Chris Van Hollen, chairman of the Democratic House campaign effort, said his party is confident it will retain its majority. Still, he said keeping such a comfortable majority will be difficult. The current breakdown is 255 Democrats, 178 Republicans and two vacancies. One of those is a Republican-held seat in Indiana; the other is a New York seat that likely will end up in GOP control. "We've won 55 seats over the last two cycles, and we hold virtually every swing seat in the country. That's what makes it a very challenging cycle but that being said we will win the majority," said Van Hollen, D-Md. 
Democrats will takeover- sprits are high and will to fight 

NYDailyNews.com 8/1/10, “Dems, embrace the fighter within: Anthony Weiner & Alan Grayson know how to cut through clutter” < http://www.nydailynews.com/opinions/2010/08/01/2010-08-01_dems_embrace_the_fighter_within.html>  d/a 8/1/10 

With just over 90 days to go before Election Day, a welcome and overdue burst of fighting spirit has emerged among congressional Democrats.  They finally seem to be recognizing that voters want a party willing to dispense with the niceties and play hardball against a Republican minority accurately dubbed the Party of No.  Rep. Anthony Weiner of Brooklyn and Queens showed off the new style last week when the GOP killed the James Zadroga 9/11 Health & Compensation Bill, which would have provided $7.4 billion for World Trade Center first responders.  Pounding the podium, Weiner loudly berated Rep. Peter King of Long Island - and, by extension, all congressional Republicans. 

Democrats retain Congress-leading on the major issues

AP 7-30, Associated Press, July 30 2010, “Obama spokesman says Dems will keep House in fall”, http://blog.taragana.com/politics/2010/07/30/obamas-spokesman-thinks-democrats-will-keep-control-of-house-in-fall-run-better-campaigns-51785/, 8/1/10

President Barack Obama’s press secretary says he thinks the Democrats will keep control of the House after the fall elections. Spokesman Robert Gibbs tells ABC’s “Good Morning America” that Democrats are running better campaigns than Republicans and he thinks his party will be successful when voters make their choices in November. Gibbs says Democrats want to make progress on big issues and help move the country ahead. He says putting the GOP back in power would mean a return to economic policies that “got us into this mess.” Gibbs’ confidence about Democratic prospects follows the recent firestorm he created when he said that there were enough House seats in play to jeopardize the Democrats’ majority.
UQ—Dems Win Now
Democrats will win the house and senate

O'Brien 7/30 (Michael, The Hill, “Gibbs: Dems will keep House, Senate” 2010) 

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs doubled down on Friday on his election prediction, saying Democrats would keep the House and the Senate.  Gibbs said that Democrats were running stronger campaigns right now than Republicans, and that, despite having previously said there was "no doubt" the GOP could win the majority, Democrats would maintain theirs.  "I think it's a fairly simple choice come November," Gibbs said on ABC's "Good Morning America." "I think Democrats will be successful, and we'll keep the House and the Senate."  Gibbs had previously backtracked off his words cautioning that Republicans could be successful in their midterm efforts, an admission that angered many Democratic leaders in Congress.  But Democrats have also been working furiously to protect their majorities, bracing for a tough election cycle this fall with the added competition from freer corporate spending this year. The House Democrats' campaign committee has already reserved airtime for the final two weeks of the campaign, and plan an aggressive August strategy seeking to fight back against Republicans.  Gibbs, like those other Democrats, framed the choice voters are facing as being between Obama's policies and the previous policies sought under President George W. Bush and the last decade's Republican-controlled Congress.  "I think right now Democrats are running better campaigns than the Republicans are," he said. "I think this November is going to come down, quite frankly, to a choice: Do you want to continue to move forward and make progress as we have in the Obama administration, or do you want to go back to the economic policies that got us into this mess."  The press secretary also rejected the notion that a GOP-controlled House or Senate might be better for the country, forcing Democrats and Republicans to come to the bargaining table in a more concrete way.  "Nobody here at the White House believes that. I think this president has a plan for getting this country back on its feet again," he said. "[H]e hopes that come next November and next year when we swear in the new Congress that there are a majority of those that support that agenda." 

Democrats have the cash advantage – gives them a win in the midterms

Cillizza 8/2 (Chris, Washington Post Staff Writer, 2010, The Washington Post)

In 23 out of the 30 Democratic-controlled House seats rated as tossups this fall by nonpartisan  congressional handicapper Charlie Cook, the party's candidate carried a cash-on-hand edge as of the end of June. In fully one-third of those districts, the cash advantage was $900,000 or more.  The largest cash margins were enjoyed by Rep. Chet Edwards (D-Tex.), with roughly $1.7 million more on hand than Republican Bill Flores, and Rep. Tom Perriello (D-Va.), who had a $1.5 million edge over state Sen. Robert Hurt. (Worth noting: Flores and Hurt had to battle through primaries, which drained their accounts.)  Of the seven seats in which Republican candidates ended June with more cash on hand than their Democratic opponents, no incumbent is running. (The two exceptions are in Ohio, where freshman Reps. Mary Jo Kilroy and Steve Driehaus are in deep trouble.)  Consider also that the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee had a 2 to 1 cash-on-hand advantage over the National Republican Congressional Committee at the end of June, and it's apparent that the majority party will be in a position to heavily outspend the GOP in the battle for House control this fall.  Of course, there's no telling whether that spending edge will be enough to keep House Democrats in the majority.  Reasonable people disagree.  Democrats insist that having so many well-funded incumbents proves false any comparisons to the 1994 election. Scads of Democratic lawmakers, including Ways and Means Committee Chair Dan Rostenkowski (Ill.) and House Speaker Tom Foley (Wash.), lost then because they were ill-prepared for the gale-force political winds blowing against them. ad_icon  "Incumbents speaking directly to their constituents in ads cannot be undervalued in these midterm elections," said former DCCC chairman Brian Wolff, a close ally of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.). "Having that cash advantage allows them to do just that and more of it."  The DCCC, in a memo released before the August congressional recess, made a similar argument. "The NRCC does not have enough money to compete in more than 30 districts and there are not enough well financed Republican candidates," the memo said. "It is nearly impossible for a challenger to overcome two-to-one cash on hand advantage and defeat an incumbent."  

No Link—Foreign Issues Irrelevant
Foreign issues only rank fifth in voter priorities

Fox News 7/29(“Republicans garner 11 point lead in midterms”, da 8/1/10, http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/07/29/fox-news-poll-republicans-garner-point-lead-midterms/)

Top Issues to Vote: No doubt the top issue on the minds of American voters this year is the economy. Almost all (95 percent) say the economy will be important to their vote for Congress, including over half — 57 percent — who say it will be "extremely" important.  Fifty-one percent say health care and 44 percent say the federal deficit will be "extremely" important to their vote, followed by taxes (40 percent), terrorism (39 percent) and immigration (30 percent).  

No Link—Afghanistan Not Key 
Afghanistan not key to midterm election—far off voter radar
Dao, 7/29 [James Dao, national correspondent for The New York Times covering military and veterans affairs. July 29 2010  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/30/us/30midterms.html ]
Asked what he considers the major issues in this year’s midterm Congressional elections, Claude Nicolas, 24, paused from munching on a sushi roll and crisply ticked off three: jobs, the economy and immigration. Representative Joe Sestak of Pennsylvania, shown this spring in Washington, says Afghanistan is not a top issue for voters. The war in Afghanistan? “Wow, I didn’t think of that,” he replied, almost sheepishly. “That’s definitely a factor of how not on the public radar it is. It’s gone on so long people are tired of it.” Virtually since the invasion of Iraq in 2003, the nine-year war in Afghanistan has largely been an afterthought in American politics. Though public interest has risen somewhat in recent months amid national debate over strategy, the firing of Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal and higher casualty counts, Afghanistan remains well down the list of voter concerns, polls show. And interviews with voters, elected officials and political strategists this week suggest that the publication this week of thousands of classified battlefield reports will not substantially change that status. The classified documents, which paint a grim picture of the war, have clearly bolstered antiwar activists who have been trying, without much success, to pressure Congress to curtail war spending and set timetables for troop withdrawals. The documents also seem to be fueling widespread unease among voters who were already concerned about the war’s progress, a group that has grown substantially in the past year, according to many polls. But there is a perception shared by many strategists in both parties that the leaked reports will not propel Afghanistan to the forefront of voter concerns, unless the economy improves drastically or the war itself takes a startling turn for the worse.
I/L—Millennials Key

The Millennial vote is key for a Democratic majority in the Midterms

Mehta 8/1 (Seema, “Democrats pin hope on new, occasional voters” Los Angeles Times)

Voters like Love - first-time and sometimes voters - are a vital voting bloc for Democratic gubernatorial nominee Jerry Brown and incumbent Sen. Barbara Boxer  in their election bids, according to political observers in both parties. Both candidates are in dead-heat races, and their fates could rest on these voters, a mercurial bunch whose turnout potential is unpredictable.  "The Obama candidacy motivated a lot of new voters. ... Those voters are critically important to the Brown campaign and the Boxer campaign," said Darry Sragow, a Democratic consultant. In 2008, "their participation clearly reflected a passion; they were attracted to a cause. ... The problem for campaigns is you can't clone that."  In 2008, as many as 20 million first-time voters cast ballots across the nation; many of them were young or minority voters. More than 1 million were in California. The bulk of these voters cast ballots for Obama, and Democrats looked optimistically toward a new generation of supporters.  Yet first-time voters by definition have no ingrained habit of casting ballots year in and year out. Now, with sentiment running against their candidates, Democratic strategists say their success in congressional and gubernatorial races across the nation hinges on how many of these voters they can persuade to return to the polls without Obama at the top of the ticket.  "We've got those 20 million first-time voters who don't have a political history of voting, they don't have a strong incentive to vote in 2010, they don't have a lot of information about the candidates," said David Plouffe, Obama's campaign manager, who is advising the White House about the midterm election strategy.  Plouffe, speaking at a "Generation 44" fundraiser for young Obama supporters at a nightclub near the Capitol Records building in Hollywood recently, said their participation is vital to Democratic efforts.  "If we can just get a small increment in their likely participation, that will win us races," he said. "You can say that's on the margins; I say that's where elections are won."  
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