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****Japanese Politics Internal NB****

***1NC Shell

1NC

1. Opposition parties won’t pass the feed-in-tariff bill now but they will compromise if concessions are made – They don’t want to be demonized by the public.

Ito and Fuke 6/22 – Staff writers for The Japan Times (Masami and Natsuko, 11, “Bickering expected to continue another 70 days Diet extended but without LDP's OK,” The Japan Times, http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20110622x1.html) 6/22/11 K. Harris

LDP Secretary General Nobuteru Ishihara said his party was opposed to extending the session unless Kan steps down. "There hasn't been enough explanation on why (the DPJ) changed the length . . . to 70 days even though the content of what we are going to discuss (during the extension) remains the same," Ishihara said. He urged the DPJ to give the opposition camp an explanation over "which prime minister would be in charge of what" — meaning Kan should make clear the timing of his exit. To ensure relatively smooth sailing in the extended session, DPJ Secretary General Katsuya Okada was initially eager to sign a trilateral agreement with the LDP and New Komeito over the enactment of several key bills and add 50 days to the session. There will be no deal now, however, thanks to the DPJ's unilateral decision on a 70-day extension. Nevertheless, Okada pursued a new deal with the opposition, offering that the third extra budget for this fiscal year will be submitted under "a new regime," hinting at the possibility of a new prime minister at that point. But Kan has repeatedly refused to clarify when he intends to resign, triggering strong distrust among the LDP and New Komeito. "I think the meaning is clear," Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano told reporters, suggesting that a new prime minister would handle the third supplementary budget. Okada also stressed that the length of the extension doesn't reflect the timing of Kan's resignation. "The term of the Diet and the changing of the prime minister are two different things," he said. The DPJ and administration will aim to pass the bill to issue deficit-covering bonds, a move necessary to fund the initial fiscal 2011 budget and a second supplementary budget. Kan has also expressed his strong desire to enact a bill to promote renewable energy sources via a mechanism known as a feed-in-tariff system. By botching Okada's first offer for an agreement, however, the strife is likely to intensify. Political commentator Harumi Arima said it is unlikely that the opposition camp, including the LDP, will continue refusing to cooperate on key legislation to the point where local governments and the public would be affected. "The LDP will definitely protest to pressure Kan. But they ultimately can't take responsibility if they block those key bills from passing the Diet," he said. "Kan may not be very popular, but the LDP hasn't particularly gained great support from the public either" since becoming an opposition party.

1NC

2. Kan went back on his promise in 2010 to increase space development – Counterplan increases his rep with the LDP

Yomuri 10 (6/17, “Kan positive on restoring funding for Hayabusa 2,” p.ln) 6/23/11 K. Harris

Prime Minister Naoto Kan and some members of his Cabinet say they will support increasing the budget for developing a successor to the Hayabusa space probe. Kan expressed support for a funding boost--which would reverse an earlier cut to the Hayabusa 2 budget--during Tuesday's House of Councillors session, at which he praised Hayabusa's successful return to Earth on Sunday after a seven-year space voyage. A budget review session held by the Democratic Party of Japan-led government last year decided to reduce the development budget for Hayabusa 2. Hayabusa is owned by the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency. Funding of 1.7 billion yen for Hayabusa 2 in fiscal 2010 was initially requested of the government, led at the time by the Liberal Democratic Party. However, the allocation was cut to 50 million yen soon after the Yukio Hatoyama administration was launched. Citing the need for cost-cutting measures, the budget review session further reduced Hayabusa 2 funding to 30 million yen, along with cuts to the budgets of other scientific projects. During Tuesday's upper house session, Kan said the achievements of Hayabusa meant he would consider allocating sufficient funds from the budget for the development of a successor probe. Tatsuo Kawabata, who as education, culture, sports, science and technology minister supervises JAXA, said at a press conference following a Cabinet meeting Tuesday, "[Hayabusa] achieved a lot, so we'll think about [increasing funding] based on those achievements." Renho, who is state minister in change of government revitalization and served as a member of the budget review panel, said: "I haven't been involved in space development. I don't think we should insist on [the budget cut decided by] the review session." The opposition bloc was critical of the suggested about-face on funding for the project. In the upper house session, LDP Diet member Shoji Nishida said the DPJ's about-face contradicted Renho's assertion during the review session that Japan does not need to be No. 1 in the world in supercomputer development. Nishida said: "The DPJ-led government cut funding for technological development, saying, 'What's wrong with being No. 2?'"

1NC

3. Japan is key to the worlds economy – only a risk reform checks depression – collapse erodes the checks that prevent escalation of conflict

Auslin 9 - resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute (Michael, February, “Japan's Downturn Is Bad News for the World-The U.S. can't count on Japanese savers”, WSJ 2009http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123483257056995903.html) 6/25/11 K. Harris

As Hillary Clinton visits Tokyo for her first trip as secretary of state, she will find a country in the midst of its worst recession in 50 years. Japan's economy is contracting across the board: Exports have cratered, industrial production is on track to plummet 30% from a year ago, and the Japanese government projects that GDP will drop 12% from last year. The world's second largest economy, Japan is also the largest holder of U.S. Treasury bonds. Recently, many economists and scholars in the U.S. have been looking backward to Japan's banking disaster of the 1990s, hoping to learn lessons for America's current crisis. Instead, they should be looking ahead to what might occur if Japan goes into a full-fledged depression. If Japan's economy collapses, supply chains across the globe will be affected and numerous economies will face severe disruptions, most notably China's. China is currently Japan's largest import provider, and the Japanese slowdown is creating tremendous pressure on Chinese factories. Just last week, the Chinese government announced that 20 million rural migrants had lost their jobs. Closer to home, Japan may also start running out of surplus cash, which it has used to purchase U.S. securities for years. For the first time in a generation, Tokyo is running trade deficits -- five months in a row so far. The political and social fallout from a Japanese depression also would be devastating. In the face of economic instability, other Asian nations may feel forced to turn to more centralized -- even authoritarian -- control to try to limit the damage. Free-trade agreements may be rolled back and political freedom curtailed. Social stability in emerging, middle-class societies will be severely tested, and newly democratized states may find it impossible to maintain power. Progress toward a more open, integrated Asia is at risk, with the potential for increased political tension in the world's most heavily armed region. This is the backdrop upon which the U.S. government is set to expand the national debt by a trillion dollars or more. Without massive debt purchases by Japan and China, the U.S. may not be able to finance the cost of the stimulus package, creating a trapdoor under the U.S. economy. So far, Japan's politicians have been unable to find a way out of this mess. While another $53 billion stimulus package works its way through parliament, fully one-third of Japan's prefectures have instituted emergency economic stabilization measures. But the big issues elude short-term solutions. Though Japan's leaders are currently cutting back on military expenditures and domestic services, they're unable to agree on budgets or reform plans. They have no strategic road map for reining in the yen, opening up to international competition, or taking an economic leadership role in Asia that will promote growth and strengthen democratic, market-oriented societies. Things don't have to turn out this way. If Japan's leaders can craft a monetary policy that ends Japan's deflationary spiral by carefully expanding the money supply, recommit to structural reform, and halt the yen's rise, they can jump-start economic growth. They should also ignore the powerful domestic agriculture lobby and embrace a robust free-trade agenda, which would help them as well as the rest of Asia. Mrs. Clinton's visit cannot be a simple photo opportunity. This trip needs to result in a clear U.S.-Japan approach to restoring confidence and rebuilding a robust and open international system. Without action, Japan and America may go over the cliff together, dragging Asia and the world down with them.

4. Economic collapse causes extinction 

Kerpen 8 - policy director for American’s for Prosperity (Phil 10/28, http://www.philkerpen.com/?q=node/201 From Panic to Depression? The dangers of blaming free trade, low taxes, and flexible labor markets) K. Harris 

It’s important that we avoid all these policy errors — not just for the sake of our prosperity, but for our survival. The Great Depression, after all, didn’t end until the advent of World War II, the most destructive war in the history of the planet. In a world of nuclear and biological weapons and non-state terrorist organizations that breed on poverty and despair, another global economic breakdown of such extended duration would risk armed conflicts on an even greater scale.

***Uniqueness

UQ – Public

Public opposition prevents passage of Kan’s energy bill.

Sakamaki 6/14 – Reporter in Japan for Bloomberg News (Sachiko, 11, “Kan Says He Plans to Resign After Passage of Japan’s Quake, Energy Bills,” Bloomberg, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-14/kan-says-he-plans-to-resign-after-passage-of-japan-s-quake-energy-bills.html) 6/21/11 K. Harris

Japan’s Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who is under pressure to specify when he’ll fulfill a promise to resign, said he wants to stay until winning passage of a renewable energy bill and a second disaster spending plan. “I will fulfill my responsibility for the urgently needed second supplementary budget, the bill on renewable energy and other bills now before parliament,” Kan said at the upper house of parliament today. “Then I will pass my responsibility onto the next generation.” Kan sparked a leadership vacuum in his Democratic Party of Japan earlier this month when he promised to leave office in order to win support to defeat a no-confidence vote against him. Since then he hasn’t given a target date for resigning and his predecessor Yukio Hatoyama accused him of going back on an agreement to step down by June. Japan’s second spending plan will include items such as payments to local authorities and assistance for disaster victims with loans, Kan told lawmakers today. “We will include urgent measures in the next supplementary budget to be compiled in July if possible,” Kan said. “I’ve won approval from Cabinet ministers on this direction.” Kan’s Cabinet today also approved a bill to set up a public entity to aid Tokyo Electric Power Co. as it compensates victims of the disaster at the Dai-Ichi nuclear plant in Fukushima. The plan, which must be approved by parliament, is partially intended to keep Tokyo Electricfrom passing on costs to consumers, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano said. Shares Climb Tokyo Electric surged as much as 25 percent to 249 yen after the Cabinet approval and news that the Tokyo stock exchange clamped down on short-selling of the shares. The benchmark Nikkei 225 Stock Average rose 1.1 percent today to close at 9547.79. Kan said on June 2 his responsibility was to stay until a cold shutdown at the crippled Fukushima Dai-Ichi nuclear power plant, which Tokyo Electric Power Co. said it hopes to achieve by January. On June 9, Kan told lawmakers he must stay until progress is made on temporary housing and removing debris, which the government hopes to achieve by the end of August. Japanese Finance Minister Yoshihiko Noda said today the nation’s next extra budget probably won’t require bond sales. Noda told reporters Kan asked him to compile the budget in July. Support Falls Kan’s public support fell to 22 percent in an Asahi newspaper survey published today, down from 28 percent earlier this month. The survey of 1,980 people taken June 11-12 didn’t provide a margin of error. DPJ Secretary-General Katsuya Okada is a potential successor to Kan, as are Edano and former foreign minister Seiji Maehara. All were among a group voters cited as preferable candidates in a Nikkei newspaper survey published May 30. Before Japan’s largest recorded earthquake on March 11, Kan had failed to win support for higher taxes needed to reduce the country’s deficit. His leadership during the crisis at the Dai- Ichi nuclear plant has been widely criticized, with 63 percent of participants in the Asahi poll saying they disapproved of his handling of the disaster.

UQ – LDP 

Feed in tariff bill not passing now – Businesses blocking with LDP support.

Maeda and Radford 6/14 – Reporter and Editor (respectively) for Reuters-Africa (Risa and Joseph, 11, “UPDATE 1-INTERVIEW-Tokyo may delay feed-in tariff plan by 3-4 yrs,” Reuters (Africa), http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFL3E7HE1AT20110614?pageNumber=2&virtualBrandChannel=0) 6/24/11 K. Harris

A newspaper poll published on Tuesday showed nearly three-quarters of respondents want to see a gradual phasing-out of nuclear power, with 64 percent saying they were willing to accept higher electricity rates to promote renewable energy. Many industries are against the new scheme, however, arguing higher power bills would undermine their competitiveness, already hurt by the March 11 disaster and the higher costs of energy and resources from abroad. Tokyo had initially expected the bill to be passed during the parliamentary session due to end next week. But Tanaka, a veteran lawmaker from the ruling Democratic Party of Japan, said the committee has not been able to discuss the bill due to events such as the no-confidence vote that Prime Minister Naoto Kan survived in early June. Tanaka is one of a number of lawmakers calling on the current session of parliament to be extended by several months. If the session ends without the bill being passed it would either be shelved or become subject for discussion at an extraordinaly parliament session later this year. Tanaka added that the new scheme would boost capital spending by utilities and that higher power bills could lead to the development of energy-saving technology.

Japan energy bill not passing – LDP block

AFP 6/22 (“ Japan govt extends session amid turmoil ” 6/22/11 http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iH2Xv1VOxksJr5Os-N8o4QMj-5CA?docId=CNG.9ad2673ccb792213595a02c534ef668a.101 6/22/11, I.R.)

Japan's centre-left government Wednesday pushed through an extension of the parliamentary session, but the threat of paralysis loomed amid bitter debate on when Prime Minister Naoto Kan will resign. Kan pledged this month to step down soon, but he has also demanded that bills on reconstruction from the March 11 quake, tsunami and nuclear disaster are passed first, along with legislation to promote renewable energy sources. The main conservative opposition Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), however, has threatened to block all key bills until Kan resigns -- setting the stage for a tense stand-off and more political turmoil in coming weeks. Senior members of Kan's Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) have also asked the premier to step down to avoid political gridlock in the world's third-largest economy, already burdened with sluggish growth and a public debt mountain. The LDP -- which was ousted in a landslide election in 2009 after more than half a century of almost unbroken rule -- has accused Kan of bungling the recovery effort and rejected offers of a grand coalition government. Amid the political skirmishing, which has dismayed voters in the disaster-hit nation, the DPJ-dominated lower house voted Wednesday to extend by 70 days its current session, which had been due to end that day. The DPJ and its coalition partners plan to use to the time to pass another bill on rebuilding the disaster areas, as well as a bill to issue bonds for the current fiscal year to help pay for the recovery efforts. Kan -- who started his political life as an environmental campaigner -- also wants to pass a bill to promote renewable energy, having pushed for a rethink on atomic power since the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant disaster. 

UQ – LDP/DPJ

Opposition to Kan’s continued prime ministership stalled Kan’s climate bill’s passage.

Sekiguchi 6/21 – Dow Jones Newswires: Japan (Toko, 11, “Japan Diet Extension Vote Postponed Until Day Of Expiration,” WSJ, http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20110621-702516.html) 6/21/11 K. Harris

TOKYO (Dow Jones)--Japan's ruling Democratic Party of Japan failed to secure a parliamentary extension Tuesday even as the current session is set to expire Wednesday, as opposition parties continue to demand Prime Minister Naoto Kan's immediate resignation before agreeing to continued policy deliberations. Senior DPJ members attempted again Tuesday to persuade Kan to quit after Monday night's talks with the premier ended in futility, but Kan refused to specify the timing of his resignation. Unable to get Kan to commit to a fixed date to step down, the DPJ, which controls the lower house, decided to postpone the vote to extend parliament until the last possible day. Kan is determined to pass during his administration an energy tariff law that allows the selling of renewable energy to power companies at a fixed price, as well as the second supplementary budget and a legislation allowing the issuance of deficit-covering bonds. DPJ secretary general Katsuya Okada failed to gain the opposition support Monday to add an extra 50 days to the current parliamentary session to pass urgent disaster-related bills, including a yet-to-be-announced third supplementary budget expected to be worth about Y10 trillion. Also awaiting approval is an aid package to keep the operator of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant afloat by helping the company pay compensation payments to the nuclear victims, which is said to be in the trillions. Kan narrowly avoided being ousted earlier this month in a no-confidence vote by promising to step down in the near future. But the exact timing of his resignation was left vague, and has dominated political discussions for the past two weeks. Now that the no-confidence vote has failed, there are no legal means to remove Kan from power, neither for the opposition nor his own party. Kan has since sent out mixed signals about when he might step down, infuriating opposition lawmakers and some members of his own party who voted against the no-confidence motion expecting Kan to resign sooner rather than later. The political paralysis has carried over into the decision making process of Kan's own party. The government on Monday failed to win approval from the ruling coalition for its tax and social security overhaul plan, which is centered on raising the tax to 10% in stages by March 2016. Some lawmakers questioned the idea of proposing an unpopular consumption tax hike under a prime minister who may not be in office to carry it out.

UQ – LDP/New Komeito

Energy Bill is stalled in the lower house

The Japan Times 6/23 ( “Kan Cabinet rejiggering said in offing, Reconstruction minister may be added in partial June shakeup” http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20110623x1.html 6/23/11, I.R.)

During the extended Diet session, Kan, 64, is hoping to pass the second extra budget and a bill needed for the government to issue deficit-covering bonds for fiscal 2011, as well as a bill aimed at promoting the use of renewable energy. The proposal to extend the session by 70 days was approved Wednesday by a majority of the powerful House of Representatives, which the DPJ controls. However, almost everyone in the opposition camp rejected the extension because the DPJ had been ambiguous about exactly when Kan — who has been under persistent fire for a perceived lack of leadership — would resign until the last minute. Without the support of the conservative LDP and Buddhist-backed New Komeito, the DPJ-led government will almost certainly lose the cross-party cooperation needed to bridge the nearly dysfunctional Diet, where the weaker House of Councilors is dominated by the opposition. It is likely that tensions between the DPJ and the two opposition parties will escalate at a time when Japan can't afford any more delays in rebuilding the disaster-stricken areas in the northeast. Queried about his priorities for the extended Diet session as he was leaving his office Wednesday night, Kan appeared determined to stay at the helm for the immediate future. "Restoration and reconstruction (of disaster-stricken areas) and then natural energy," Kan replied. The energy bill, which is aimed at introducing a tariff system to oblige utilities to buy electricity generated by such renewable sources as solar and wind power at fixed prices, was submitted to the Lower House, where it has been languishing since April 5.

UQ – Kan Stubbornness

Energy bill not passing now – Kan should make concessions to advance it in parliament.

Asahi 6/22 (11, “EDITORIAL: Kan should announce final tasks and departure date,” http://www.asahi.com/english/TKY201106210211.html) 6/22/11 K. Harris

Kan must also be getting more inclined by the day to put Japan on the path toward a new energy future less dependent on nuclear power--a vision to which there is still much resistance in the business community. It is not hard to understand why he is intent on trying to stay in office as long as possible. But one thing is clear. He has no chance of being able to hold on to power for long. The prime minister has pledged to step down when "a certain degree of progress" has been made in the efforts to deal with the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake. And he indicated his intention to resign for the parochial purpose of averting a split of the ruling Democratic Party of Japan. Nobody could deny this fact. Now, not only the opposition parties but also senior DPJ lawmakers and even some members of his Cabinet are calling on Kan to make clear when he will leave office. What is unfolding in front of our eyes is an unseemly spectacle of an administration falling apart. The bill to provide a basic framework for the policy efforts for reconstruction from the March 11 disaster was enacted June 20. At the prime minister's direction, work has also started to formulate a second supplementary budget to finance various measures to support disaster victims and devastated communities, including a program to provide relief for people facing the need to take on debt to rebuild their houses and other assets in addition to outstanding loans taken out to buy them in the first place. In addition, a newly created council tasked with advising the prime minister on post-disaster reconstruction is expected to make its first set of proposals this week. These developments amount to "a certain degree of progress" in the reconstruction efforts. The government and the ruling parties have told the opposition parties that it intends to extend the current Diet session, set to reach the end of its original term on June 22, by about four months. It will be an unusually long extension beyond the summer recess. But it is clearly necessary to ensure continuous, uninterrupted efforts to tackle disaster-related policy challenges. It would be disastrous if the Diet becomes too preoccupied with attempts to pressure Kan into resigning during the extended session without considering disaster victims or the public. Kan is the only person who can save the situation. First, he should hold a news conference and announce when he will step down and what policy measures he wants most to put in place by then. In other words, he should make clear his last mission and win public support for his decision to accomplish it. Kan has not held a news conference for nearly 20 days since the evening after the Lower House voted down a no-confidence motion against his Cabinet. It is unacceptable for him to continue to avoid speaking to the public any longer. What Kan should try to achieve during the rest of his tenure is not limited to the enactment of the second supplementary budget and a bill to allow the government to issue deficit-financing bonds to plug a huge budget hole. Kan should also commit himself to pushing through a bill to introduce a feed-in tariff system to promote the use of natural energy. Although Kan, as chief of the Cabinet, promised to promote exports of Japanese nuclear power technology, he has been a longtime champion of the system that mandates utilities to purchase clean electricity at fixed prices. Kan would be smart to refrain from making provocative remarks directed at the opposition camp, such as "If you don't want to see this face, you had better help pass the bills." Kan should use the feed-in tariff legislation to launch serious and exhaustive bipartisan debate on the future of Japan's energy policy, not as a tool to prolong his days in office.

UQ – Kan Stubborness

No support for Khan now – poor leadership and lack of momentum

Sakamaki 6/14 (Sachiko is a reporter for Bloomberg News “ Kan Says He Plans to Resign After Passage of Japan’s Quake, Energy Bills ” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-14/kan-says-he-plans-to-resign-after-passage-of-japan-s-quake-energy-bills.html 6/21/11, I.R.)

Japan’s Prime Minister Naoto Kan, who is under pressure to specify when he’ll fulfill a promise to resign, said he wants to stay until winning passage of a renewable energy bill and a second disaster spending plan. “I will fulfill my responsibility for the urgently needed second supplementary budget, the bill on renewable energy and other bills now before parliament,” Kan said at the upper house of parliament today. “Then I will pass my responsibility onto the next generation.” Kan sparked a leadership vacuum in his Democratic Party of Japan earlier this month when he promised to leave office in order to win support to defeat a no-confidence vote against him. Since then he hasn’t given a target date for resigning and his predecessor Yukio Hatoyama accused him of going back on an agreement to step down by June. Japan’s second spending plan will include items such as payments to local authorities and assistance for disaster victims with loans, Kan told lawmakers today. “We will include urgent measures in the next supplementary budget to be compiled in July if possible,” Kan said. “I’ve won approval from Cabinet ministers on this direction.” Kan’s Cabinet today also approved a bill to set up a public entity to aid Tokyo Electric Power Co. as it compensates victims of the disaster at the Dai-Ichi nuclear plant in Fukushima. The plan, which must be approved by parliament, is partially intended to keep Tokyo Electric from passing on costs to consumers, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano said. Shares Climb Tokyo Electric surged as much as 25 percent to 249 yen after the Cabinet approval and news that the Tokyo stock exchange clamped down on short-selling of the shares. The benchmark Nikkei 225 Stock Average rose 1.1 percent today to close at 9547.79. Kan said on June 2 his responsibility was to stay until a cold shutdown at the crippled Fukushima Dai-Ichi nuclear power plant, which Tokyo Electric Power Co. said it hopes to achieve by January. On June 9, Kan told lawmakers he must stay until progress is made on temporary housing and removing debris, which the government hopes to achieve by the end of August. Japanese Finance Minister Yoshihiko Noda said today the nation’s next extra budget probably won’t require bond sales. Noda told reporters Kan asked him to compile the budget in July. Support Falls Kan’s public support fell to 22 percent in an Asahi newspaper survey published today, down from 28 percent earlier this month. The survey of 1,980 people taken June 11-12 didn’t provide a margin of error. DPJ Secretary-General Katsuya Okada is a potential successor to Kan, as are Edano and former foreign minister Seiji Maehara. All were among a group voters cited as preferable candidates in a Nikkei newspaper survey published May 30. Before Japan’s largest recorded earthquake on March 11, Kan had failed to win support for higher taxes needed to reduce the country’s deficit. His leadership during the crisis at the Dai- Ichi nuclear plant has been widely criticized, with 63 percent of participants in the Asahi poll saying they disapproved of his handling of the disaster. More than three months after the earthquake and tsunami disabled power generators at Dai-Ichi, workers are struggling to contain what has become the world’s worst nuclear disaster since 1986. Tokyo Electric plans to start decontaminating millions of liters of water poured over melted reactors and by the end of the year it expects to have separated 2,000 cubic meters of highly radioactive sludge, Teruaki Kobayashi, a nuclear facility manager at Tepco said in an interview. 

UQ – Kan Stubbornness

Bill not passing – Kan’s refusal of counter offer threw the situation into chaos

ITO and FUKUE 6/22 ( MASAMI  and NATSUKO  are both staff writers for the Japan times “ Diet session extension left to the last minute ” http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn20110622a3.html 6/21/11, I.R.)

The Nagata-cho political hub was in turmoil Tuesday as the ruling and opposition camps failed to come to an agreement on how long to extend the Diet session, which was slated to finish Wednesday.  The Democratic Party of Japan was seeking to extend the session by up to four months, even though an extraordinary session usually starts in September. The opposition camp, led by the Liberal Democratic Party, has been more focused on getting Prime Minister Naoto Kan, the DPJ president, to commit to a date when he will step down, resulting in snarled negotiations over the session extension. "We were originally trying to propose the length of the Diet extension to the other parties at around 3:30 p.m. today, but we wanted (more time) to coordinate within the party as well as with other parties," said DPJ Diet affairs chief Jun Azumi. "We have offered our apologies and have begun to make adjustments." Opposition parties were critical of the DPJ's lack of coordination among its own members. "They are sloppy," said an executive of New Komeito. "The DPJ has neither the competence nor the responsibility as a ruling party." Kan recently expressed his "strong" intent to stay on until the Diet passes the second supplementary budget, which is to be submitted in early July, the bill to allow the issuance of deficit-covering government bonds necessary to fund a large part of the fiscal 2011 initial budget and legislation introducing a feed-in-tariff system to promote renewable energy sources. The DPJ was believed Tuesday to have proposed to the LDP and New Komeito a 50-day extension, with the assurance that Kan would resign in exchange for the passage of the second extra budget and the deficit-covering bonds bill as well as speeding up deliberations on the renewable energy bill. But Kan reportedly rejected the condition, saying he won't quit until the energy bill clears the Diet. Although the LDP and New Komeito had initially leaned toward accepting the deal, things were thrown back into chaos again with Kan's refusal, opposition lawmakers said, adding that the ball is still in the DPJ's court. Political commentator Harumi Arima noted that Kan appears unwilling to step down. "If Kan were determined to resign, he would have said when he was going to step down," Arima said. "He probably doesn't want to resign, and no one can force him after (the recent) no-confidence motion was voted down." 

UQ – Businesses

Energy bill not passing now- Business opposition 

The Asahi Shimbun,6/19 (“Diet should pass renewable energy bill in current session ” http://www.asahi.com/english/TKY201106200186.html 6/21/11, I.R.)
Key legislation to promote the use of renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind, as well as hydraulic power, geothermal and biomass energy is left in political limbo. The legislation would mandate utilities to buy electricity generated by using these energy sources at prices set by the government. It would establish a system called feed-in tariff, which is regarded as one of the most powerful tools to expand green power generation. A government-drafted bill to introduce this mechanism has been stuck on the Diet shelf for some time. It was formally approved by the Cabinet on the morning of the day when the Great East Japan Earthquake struck. Some 100 days on, however, the Diet has yet to start considering the legislation. One of the reasons for the delay in legislative action on the bill is opposition, especially in the business community, to the plan, which would pass the cost of buying clean electricity on to consumers in the form of a surcharge on conventional electricity. The average household would see its monthly electricity bill increase by 150 to 200 yen in 10 years after the system is introduced, according to an estimate by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. This could translate into a massive financial burden for businesses that consume huge amounts of electricity

UQ – Business/Lawmakers

Energy bill not passing – Business lobby and Lawmakers

Sieg 6/23 (Linda is a correspondent for Reuters, “Analysis: Japan PM: long goodbye or bold election gamble?” http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/23/us-japan-politics-gamble-idUSTRE75M1KK20110623 6/23/11, I.R.)

Kan survived a no-confidence vote early this month by pledging to "hand over to the younger generation" once progress had been made in resolving the nuclear crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co's 9501.t Fukushima plant and rebuilding from the huge March 11 earthquake and tsunami that devastated northeast Japan. His rivals hoped that meant he would depart in weeks. But the former civic activist has now made clear that he wants to enact three key bills in an extended parliament session set to end on August 21: one allowing fresh borrowing to fund this year's $1 trillion budget, a small extra budget to aid disaster victims, and steps to promote renewable energy. Kan's addition of the energy bill to his to-do list has angered rivals in the ruling Democratic Party of Japan as well as the opposition, whose control of the upper house lets it block legislation other than budgets and treaties. Opposition parties may agree to enact the deficit bond issuance bill rather than risk voter ire by prompting a government shut-down and will probably support the small second extra budget, which will not require more borrowing. TURNING UP THE VOLUME But political jockeying could delay a bigger extra budget needed to fund Japan's biggest reconstruction project since the days after World War Two, threatening to scupper a recovery. "We have improvement of the supply chain. But if we don't have improvement of demand, deflation gets worse and that's the road they're on right now," said Robert Feldman, chief economist at Morgan Stanley MUFG Securities in Tokyo. The renewable energy bill, which would force utilities to buy electricity from all types of renewable sources, faces opposition from Japan's business lobby, worries about higher costs, as well as lawmakers who have cozy ties to utilities. 
Energy Bill Not passing now – Business lobby and Political rivals

JANARDHANAN 6/23 ( NANDAKUMAR is a special reporter for the Japan Times “Japan's nuclear conundrum” http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/eo20110525a1.html 6/23/11, I.R.)
Japan's Prime Minister Naoto Kan, under pressure from both the opposition and critics within his own party to step down, has made the passage of a bill to promote renewable energy sources a condition for resigning. Advocates say the bill is key for Japan to increase the proportion of renewable energy it uses to ensure energy security in light of the radiation crisis at the Fukushima nuclear power plant, which they say has made it impossible to build more reactors in the world's third-biggest user of nuclear power. Following are details and implications of the renewable energy bill: - Require the power sector to buy electricity from a wider range of renewable energy sources in a so-called "feed-in" tariff scheme. The aim is for the scheme to be introduced in the fiscal year starting next April. - Expand the range of renewable sources from the existing pilot scheme for surplus electricity from small-lot solar suppliers to all renewable types, paving the way for more investors and businesses to enter the clean-energy market. - Set prices at which utilities buy wind, small hydro, biomass and geothermal power at 15 or 20 yen per kilowatt hour. Prices for solar will be decided later. - Proponents of the bill, including mobile phone operator Softbank Corp's CEO Masayoshi Son, who is promoting solar power projects, say it will open the way for more renewable energy use. But Japan's powerful business lobby is concerned the scheme will push up electricity bills. - Kan's rivals accuse him of using the bill as a political football and seeking to leave office on a high note after being criticized for mishandling the aftermath of the earthquake and tsunami disaster and the nuclear crisis
Brink – DPJ Concessions

Energy bill isn’t passing now – DPJ concessions to the LDP allows bill passage.

Yomiuri Shimbun 6/19 (11, “Don't use Diet extension to keep Kan in office,” http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/editorial/T110618002530.htm) 6/22/11 K. Harris

Under a divided Diet, it is essential to have a strong administration to handle the emergency situation after the disaster. We consider it desirable for the DPJ to set up a new political framework, perhaps in the form of a grand coalition, for a set period with such parties as the Liberal Democratic Party and New Komeito in the name of national salvation. A noncabinet tie-up with these parties is another possibility. The next DPJ presidential race will be an important step toward that end. Unless the next DPJ leader breaks away from the intraparty forces adamantly sticking to failed policy pledges, the DPJ will be unable to join hands with the opposition camp. The opposition led by the LDP and Komeito lacks any means to force Kan to step down as prime minister, now that the no-confidence motion they submitted against his Cabinet has been rejected. It would be a responsible attitude for them to cooperate on quake-response measures and other urgent policy issues for the time being. The opposition parties, for their part, also need to have strategies for creating a new political framework.

Legislation stalled due to LDP opposition – Experts still expect compromise could be made.

Sekiguchi 6/22 – Staff Writer for Dow Jones Newspapers (Tom, 11, “UPDATE: Japan Extends Parliament, Political Paralysis Seen Continuing,” WSJ, http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20110622-702566.html) 6/22/11 K. Harris

TOKYO (Dow Jones)--Japan's parliament on Wednesday voted for a ruling party proposal to extend the current session by 70 days to ensure the passage of key legislation for post-quake reconstruction, but a lack of support from opposition parties suggests the country's political paralysis is likely to continue. The extension, which came on the final day of the parliamentary session, follows days of talks between the ruling Democratic Party of Japan and the opposition to break the stalemate, exacerbated by Prime Minister Naoto Kan's refusal to make clear the timing of his resignation. The two largest opposition parties voted against the proposal to extend the session until August 31, but it passed through parliament due to the DPJ's majority in the more powerful lower house. But the ruling party still needs the cooperation of opposition parties to pass any bills submitted during the extended session since they control the upper house, which can block most legislation. In addition to a bill to issue bonds necessary to finance 40% of the budget for this year started April, the DPJ wants to enact an emergency spending package for disaster relief. If the ruling and opposition camps cannot find a breakthrough, Japan is likely to be bogged down by political paralysis which has hampered the government's decision making as it faces the challenge of coping with the aftermath of the March 11 earthquake. Kan had said earlier this month that he was ready to resign, but has not clearly stated when, prompting the opposition to refuse discussions on crucial issues with a leader on his way out. The two sides appeared to be near a deal to extend the parliament and cooperate on passing key legislation in exchange for a clear indication by Kan on the timing of his departure. But the DPJ proposal on Wednesday did not set a clear time frame. Still, DPJ's Okada held out hope that the main opposition Liberal Democratic Party and the New Komeito Party would cooperate in the end, stressing that the extension and Kan's departure were not linked. "The extension period and the timing of a change in the prime minister are not related," he said. Earlier this month, Kan averted a split in the ruling party that could have led to the passage of a no-confidence motion against him in parliament by offering to step down.

Brink – DPJ Concessions

The Feed-In Tariff Bill won’t pass now due to LDP opposition – Concessions by the DPJ are needed to pass it.

Asahi 6/21 (11, “Kan sets two (maybe three) conditions for his resignation,” http://www.asahi.com/english/TKY201106200350.html) 6/22/11 K. Harris

At a June 19 meeting at the prime minister's office in Tokyo, Kan told leaders of the government and the ruling Democratic Party of Japan that he would bow out after the Diet passes the second supplementary budget and a bill to issue deficit-covering government bonds. They agreed that a lengthy extension of the current Diet session and cooperation from the opposition Liberal Democratic Party and New Komeito would be needed to implement those measures. Although policy research council chiefs of DPJ and the two opposition parties are discussing the bond issue, the LDP and New Komeito have refused to deliberate the issue in the Diet unless Kan makes clear when he will resign. The two opposition parties want the DPJ to scrap programs pledged in its manifesto, including child allowances. But they have expressed a willingness to discuss a possible compromise if they know when Kan will leave office. However, Kan in the June 19 meeting also said the passage of the so-called feed-in tariff bill to promote renewable energy should be a third condition for his resignation, sources at the meeting said. The bill, which has been gathering dust since the Cabinet approved it more than three months ago, would require utilities to buy electricity generated by green energy sources at fixed prices. But businesses and lawmakers close to the electric power industry vehemently oppose the bill. DPJ executives rejected that condition in their meeting with Kan, saying it would heighten opposition to any government plan. Kan and the executives did not reach an agreement on this point. They are still making final adjustments on when he should resign. Just before the Lower House voted down a no-confidence motion against Kan's Cabinet on June 2, the prime minister said he would step down after achieving certain results in the recovery efforts. With Japan facing an unprecedented nuclear crisis and thousands of victims of the March 11 earthquake and tsunami still in need of support, the focus of the political world has recently been on when Kan will resign. The ongoing deadlock has prompted even Kan's supposed allies to urge him to step down at an early date. The meeting June 19 was the first time Kan and his executives talked in concrete terms about his future. One of the executives told Kan at the meeting, "We cannot obtain cooperation from the LDP and New Komeito unless you say you will step down after the Diet passes the second supplementary budget and the deficit-covering bond bill." On the urging of the executives and DPJ Secretary-General Katsuya Okada, Kan accepted the conditions, according to several participants in the meeting. Kan also did not refer to the compilation of a third supplementary budget containing projects for full-scale recovery efforts, which would have prolonged his reign as prime minister. The second supplementary budget is regarded as a complement to the first supplementary budget on immediate measures for the disaster-stricken areas. The Kan administration plans to submit the second supplementary budget to the Diet in early July and have it passed by the end of the month. The impasse over Kan's future has also affected other areas of the government. Top officials of government ministries and agencies have seldom visited the prime minister's office since he expressed his intention to resign. "They apparently think that it is meaningless to report to a prime minister who will quit," an aide to Kan said. 
***Internal Links

IL – DPJ Concessions Key

An LDP-DPJ coalition to pass legislation is achievable – But first concessions must be made by the DPJ to the LDP – Academics confirm.

Yomiuri 6/22 (11, “FROM SQUARE ONE;  Will the DPJ and LDP unite?;  Coalition could act on quake, key reforms,” The Daily Yomiuri, p.ln) 6/22/11 K. Harris 

Shortly before Prime Minister Naoto Kan made it clear he intended to step down in the not-too-distant future, the idea of creating a grand coalition government emerged. The post-Kan coalition would have the Democratic Party of Japan and the Liberal Democratic Party at its core. What would a grand coalition be like and what advantages would it have? A look at some precedents in foreign countries and similar cases in this country in the past may shed light on these questions. There is said to be no clear definition of a grand coalition. They can be created when the leading party and No. 2 party in a parliament, such as the DPJ and the LDP today, form a coalition, creating an overwhelming parliamentary majority. Prof. Kazuhisa Kawakami of Meiji Gakuin University, who specializes in political psychology, said there are basically two kinds of grand coalitions. One is created with the support of the whole nation during national emergencies such as wars and natural disasters. The other is created in peacetime to resolve key policy issues during an economic crisis, for example. Kawakami said a grand coalition created in the present circumstances would be "a mixed type," tasked with dealing with both emergency and peacetime issues. Yet another kind of grand coalition can be created when the leading party and No. 2 party form a cabinet in order to exclude ultrarightist or ultraleftist parties from the administration. In 1980 in Austria, for example, a right-of-center faction and a left-of-center faction formed a grand coalition to prevent an ultrarightist party from entering a cabinet.

LDP won’t stick to their DPJ cooperation boycott – DPJ concessions will allow feed-in-tariff passage.
China Daily 6/22 (11, “Japan seeks to extend parliament, PM clings to post,” http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2011-06/22/content_12752219.htm) 6/22/11 K. Harris

Kan, who has promised to more than double the percentage of electricity from renewable sources such as solar and wind power to over 20 percent of the total supply by the 2020s, wants parliament to pass a bill introducing a feed-in-tariff scheme obliging utilities to buy electricity from all types of renewable sources. "There are lots people in parliament who don't want to see my face. If so, they should quickly pass this bill," a feisty Kan told a group of MPs and green energy activists last week. Proponents of renewable energy agree the scheme is vital to expanding their scope. But Kan's addition of the scheme, under which utilities would be able to pass on extra costs to end-users, to the list of tasks he wants to accomplish before stepping down is irking both the opposition and his DPJ critics. "The biggest reason for the political confusion is that the prime minister, who has said he will step down, is bringing up new policy issues and merely trying to extend his political life," said a commentary in the Nikkei business daily. A 70-day extension would allow enough time for the ruling bloc to try to enact bills rejected by the upper house, which is controlled by the opposition, by overriding the chamber with a two-thirds majority in the lower house. Even so, the DPJ would need backing from some opposition members since the party lacks a two-thirds majority in the lower house. Analysts say Kan is betting opposition parties will eventually cave in and agree to pass legislation rather than risk public ire over delays as the devastated northeast struggles to recover from the March 11 quake and tsunami. ($1 = 80.270 Japanese Yen)

IL – LDP Support Key

LDP cooperation is critical to the climate bill’s passage

BBC 6/14 (11, “Japan PM shows desire to stay in power for "some time" despite pressure- agency”, BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific - Political Supplied by BBC Worldwide Monitoring, p.ln) 6/21/11 K. Harris


Tokyo, 14 June: Prime Minister Naoto Kan on Tuesday showed his desire to stay in power for some time, despite mounting pressure for him to step down as early as this month. Kan told a parliamentary session that he will not resign before working out a bill outlining the direction of reconstruction from the 11 March earthquake and tsunami, the second extra budget for fiscal 2011 and a bill to promote the use of renewable energy. The bill aimed at introducing a system for the purchase of electricity generated by renewable energy, such as solar and wind, at fixed prices by utilities was submitted to the House of Representatives on 5 April. But it has yet to be debated by lawmakers in the Diet. Kan's Democratic Party of Japan is asking opposition parties to start deliberating the bill together on Thursday. But the main opposition Liberal Democratic Party has said it has no plans to cooperate with any government-sponsored bill while Kan is in office. Even if a compromise is reached, the energy bill will not likely be enacted before next month. Kan called for cooperation from the LDP and other opposition parties, saying that the bill is ''extremely important'' to promote the use of renewable energy in Japan. The reconstruction bill is likely to be enacted this month. But the outlook for approval of the supplementary budget from parliamentarians is also uncertain. On Tuesday, Kan ordered Finance Minister Yoshihiko Noda to prepare the budget for submission in early July to the Diet to further help the victims suffering from the natural calamities and the nuclear accident at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant. The ongoing ordinary Diet session will end 22 June, if not extended. The government is seeking to prolong the session to pass the bills. But the main opposition party decided Tuesday not to allow the extension and increase pressure for Kan's early resignation.

***Links

Link – Public 

Idleness of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency has aggravated the Japanese – The Counterplan is popular.

Honma 6/16 - Yomiuri Shimbun Staff Writer (Masae, 11, “JAXA floating aimlessly for too long”, Daily Yomuri Online, http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/features/science/T110614006149.htm) 6/21/11 K. Harris

Japanese astronaut Satoshi Furukawa's 5-1/2-month stay on the International Space Station provides an opportunity for this nation to rethink its strategy on conducting scientific research in space, according to some specialists. Tests conducted on the ISS have not always produced useful results, due in large part to the numerous regulations on experiments in space. What will Japan do after the operation of the ISS ends in 2020? The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency needs to build a new strategy now. Furukawa, 47, left Earth on June 8 in a Russian Soyuz spacecraft that arrived at the ISS on June 10. The JAXA astronaut is scheduled to conduct a number of experiments at the space station. The first experiment by JAXA at the ISS, which involved collecting space dust outside the station, was planned in 1994 and conducted in 2001. Since then, more than 50 other experiments have been carried out by JAXA at the ISS. However, Tetsuo Yokoyama, ISS program manager at the agency, admits the research program has yielded little of value. "No results worthy of special mention have been produced yet," Yokoyama said. Since 2009, the ISS has operated under a new system of six resident astronauts. The system has seen the number of experiments conducted annually by Japan, the United States and European countries nearly double to about 200. In 2008, JAXA started doing research in the experimental ISS module Kibo, which was still under construction at the time. The facility was completed, at a cost of 722.5 billion yen, in 2009. Furukawa, who is also a surgeon, plans to promote basic research at the ISS that will be useful to monitoring the health of astronauts. The zero-gravity conditions in space once inspired dreams of creating epoch-making new medicines that could not be concocted on Earth. However, in reality, there have been very few discoveries made at the ISS that would not have been possible on Earth or that have had great practical applications. The number of researchers applying to have their experiments conducted in space is on the decline. Years and years of red tape One reason for the lack of fruitful results is the long processing period for experiments. For example, half of the 18 experiments conducted at Kibo in 2008 and 2009 had been approved more than 10 years prior. Assessing the safety of experiments takes time. As much as 16 years can pass between an experiment being proposed and actually being conducted. More than 50 percent of space experiments selected in 1994 were subsequently abandoned. In some cases, experiments were conducted by rival researchers on Earth before the space program got around to them. In other cases, the researchers involved retired while their project languished in line. A university professor who worked on a biology experiment in space that took more than 10 years to be conducted, said the long delays defeated the whole idea of cutting-edge research. "The expiration date for the experiment just passes by you're sitting around waiting. There are a lot of restrictions," he said. JAXA has been trying to shorten the processing period, but it still takes at least three years for an approved experiment to actually be conducted, according to the agency. Another obstacle is the simple lack of time available to astronauts at the ISS. The three astronauts responsible for conducting experiments work a combined total of about 90 hours a week. Of this, less than three hours is allocated to JAXA experiments, meaning complex research is an impossibility. U.S. already making changes Operation of the ISS will be extended to 2020, as proposed by U.S. President Barack Obama in his budget speech in February last year. However, there will be some significant changes. After the retirement of U.S. space shuttles next month, ferrying astronauts and materials to the ISS will be outsourced to the private sector. In the U.S. research module at the ISS, the space available to private companies and universities for conducting experiments will be enlarged to 50 percent of the module. Japan pumps about 40 billion yen a year into the ISS. Such a huge investment creates expectations of strong results, but the nation's strategy for utilizing the ISS from 2016 is nonexistent. Experiments and stunts such as playing the koto in space have appealed to the Japanese public. However, JAXA executive Yoshiyuki Hasegawa said, "The No. 1 goal in utilizing the ISS is to show Japan's technology to the world." Unless the public is convinced this goal is worthwhile and is being efficiently pursued, spending large amounts of public funds on the ISS will not go down well. A government panel on space development strategy plans to submit in July a list of priorities that should be considered when allocating funds to the space program next fiscal year. The panel is expected to recommend that in light of the tight budget, funds should be given to ISS projects only if a concrete strategy is in place. The expense of repairing damage from the Great East Japan Earthquake will be immense. JAXA should of course be required to explain why it believes piles of money should be directed to the ISS. Only nine years are left before the ISS will be closed down. Japan's approach to using the facility needs to be reviewed, and there is no time to waste.  

Link – Public 

Space exploration is popular with the Japanese public.

Horak 10 – Duke Undergrad Majoring in East Asian politics and Economics (Paul, 11/26, “Asia’s Quiet Giant: Japan,” Duke East Asia Nexus, http://www.dukenexus.org/453/asia%E2%80%99s-quiet-giant-japan/) 6/21/11 K. Harris

Also of great national importance is the revitalization of Japan’s space program. Despite economic woes, the nation and its citizens have a continued interest in space as a medium for exploration, discovery and innovation. The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) is a relatively new entity within Japan, but one of increasing importance. JAXA has raised the bar in deep-space exploration and pioneered new, and exciting technologies. In June of this year, it recorded two monumental victories for Japanese Space engineers: one, the long-awaited landing of the craft Hayabusa with the first samples taken from an orbiting asteroid, and the other, the successful deployment of a solar sail, on the space craft Ikaros. JAXA, like its American counterpart NASA, also plays an important role in advancing satellite infrastructure and technology, and is a leading actor in developing the innovative solutions to the futures energy problems.

Jaxa expansion is popular with the public

Horak 10 (Paul is the President of DEAN. He has published in its journal on Japan’s demographic landscape, foreign policy and literary accomplishments, “ Asia’s Quiet Giant: Japan” http://www.dukenexus.org/453/asia%E2%80%99s-quiet-giant-japan/ 6/23/11, I.R.)

Also of great national importance is the revitalization of Japan’s space program. Despite economic woes, the nation and its citizens have a continued interest in space as a medium for exploration, discovery and innovation. The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) is a relatively new entity within Japan, but one of increasing importance. JAXA has raised the bar in deep-space exploration and pioneered new, and exciting technologies. In June of this year, it recorded two monumental victories for Japanese Space engineers: one, the long-awaited landing of the craft Hayabusa with the first samples taken from an orbiting asteroid, and the other, the successful deployment of a solar sail, on the space craft Ikaros. JAXA, like its American counterpart NASA, also plays an important role in advancing satellite infrastructure and technology, and is a leading actor in developing the innovative solutions to the futures energy problems. 

Link – LDP

Plan popular with LDP officials.

Sakurai 11 – Director of the Policy Research Council for the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Division of the Liberal Democratic Party (“Panel discussion: ‘Aerospace a contributor to society’: 6. Why the budget?”, JAXA Symposium, http://www.jaxa.jp/about/2025/p4_6_e.html) 6/21/11 K. Harris


I'm Sakurai, the Director of the Policy Research Council for the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Division of the Liberal Democratic Party.  The budget for the area of science and technology has actually increased on the whole, but there is a slight decrease in the budget for the aerospace sector. The promotion of the four priority areas targeted the budget for other scientific areas. Personally, I believe that space is a very important subject to look at for Japan's contribution to the world. It would be ideal if we could launch 15 to 20 rockets in a five-year program for instance, rather than being discouraged by one failure.

Link – LDP

The LDP is historically an adamant supporter of the space industry.

Dickie 9 – Staff Writer for the Financial Times (Mure, 12/9, “Jaxa: Space programme left out in the cold,” Financial Times, http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/09d688b6-e386-11de-9f4f-00144feab49a,s01=1.html#axzz1PwHLdHQv) 6/21/11 K. Harris

Just months after celebrating the successful maiden missions of a crucial new heavy-lift rocket and unmanned cargo spaceship, Japan’s space agency has been brought back to earth with a bump by terrestrial budget realities. Funding requests for fiscal 2010 from the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency were given a frosty reception at unprecedented public budget screening sessions organised by the new ruling Democratic party-led government. Instead of basking in the praise of the flawless debut of the H-IIB rocket and the 16-tonne HTV transporter, which delivered a cargo of supplies to the International Space Station, Jaxa officials found themselves having to defend their agency against accusations of unclear costing and vague risk assessment. In the end, screeners led by DPJ lawmakers determined to trim government waste, recommended cuts of at least 10 per cent in funding for the HTV programme and for Jaxa's satellite launch schedule. Another project, Jaxa's joint development of the liquid natural gas-fuelled GX rocket with machinery maker IHI Corp, suffered even rougher treatment. Screeners concluded the hoped-for commercialisation of the rocket would be “difficult” and that “the project as currently framed should be scrapped”. Jaxa says the recommendations could threaten the agency’s ability to meet its commitments to deliver essential supplies to astronauts on the ISS and to put in orbit satellites with important scientific and earth observation tasks. “We are worried,” says Hideshi Kozawa, Jaxa executive director, adding that the proposed cuts might mean Japan would fail to meet co-operation commitments with space agencies in the US, Europe and elsewhere. Mr Kozawa cites as potential casualties its advanced land observation satellite programme, which can relay vital information in the aftermath of natural disasters, and plans for a follow-up to the ongoing Hayabusa mission to collect samples from an asteroid. “We in the space community really hope the budgets won’t be cut,” he says. Such arguments may yet find a hearing in the DPJ, which is still setting its policy priorities after winning power in August’s historic general election. The H-IIB launch and other recent successes have gone a long way to rebuilding the space programme’s credibility after a string of failures suffered since the 1990s. Previous Liberal Democratic party-led administrations also made progress in clarifying the fuzzy goals of Japan's space programme. In June it issued a space policy “basic plan” that highlighted five main goals, including a commitment to security that cleared the way for military missions as long as they are “exclusively defensive”.

The LDP supports space militarization

 AFP 09 ( Agence France-Presse is one of the three great international news agencies, employing about 1,320 staff journalists and photographers and almost as many regular freelance contributors around the world, 5/9/09, “Japan Looks to Space for Military Use” http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=3520799 6/21/11, I.R.)

 TOKYO - Japanese lawmakers voted May 9 to allow the military use of space, breaking a decades-old taboo in the officially pacifist country, which has an increasingly ambitious space program. The move came during a rare fence-mending visit to Japan by President Hu Jintao of China, which alarmed Japan last year by conducting a test to shoot down a satellite. A lower house committee voted to reverse a 1969 parliamentary resolution that limited Japan's use of space to non-military applications. The bill is certain to pass in parliament, as both Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda's Liberal Democratic Party and the main opposition Democratic Party, which controls the upper house, support it. Lawmakers said Japan still opposes putting weapons into space but that the 1969 restrictions had stifled innovation, hurting Japanese companies. Advocates also said Japan wanted to remove any legal obstacles to building more advanced spy satellites. "The bottom line of this bill is to stand on the principle of the peaceful use of space but for the government to use space technology to improve people's livelihoods," said a secretary to a ruling-party lawmaker who requested anonymity.

Link – LDP

LDP officials support extensions of JAXA space exploration

Aoki 9 - Professor, Faculty of Policy Management, Keio University, Japan (Setsuko, 9/1, “The Impact of the General Election on Japan’s Space Program,” Res Communis, http://rescommunis.wordpress.com/2009/09/01/the-impact-of-the-general-election-on-japan%E2%80%99s-space-program/) 6/21/11 K. Harris

A common understanding on the general direction of Japan’s space programs has been shared between the Coalition Parties and the DPJ. Japan’s first national space law, the Basic Space Law, was made based on the bipartisan Basic Space Bill submitted to the Diet, or Japan’s Parliament, on 9 May 2008 (Bill No. 17). That Bill was easily made into a full-fledged law by an overwhelming majority on 21 May 2008 (Law No.43) and became effective on 27 August 2008. The Basic Space Law is characterized by the following points: (1) the banning of the military use of space is lifted; (2) governmental obligation is stipulated to promote space commercialization; and (3) the restructuring of Japan’s space organization has to be conducted.  There is not much of a difference on the views concerning relaxing the military use of space, at least in concept between LDP and DPJ. On the second point, some DPJ members including Mr. Hososno, Mr. Naito, and Mr. Fujisue (the latter two are Members of the House of Councilors and only Mr. Hosono was reelected on 31 August) support accelerating space commercialization and it was DPJ that placed emphasis on the second point by adding some phrases in making a bipartisan bill in late April 2008. It is on the third point that the DPJ has a different plan. It still remains to be decided, but the DPJ requires the change of the status of JAXA, which is now under the supervision of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). Arguably, it is believed that DPJ wants JAXA to be an independent organization like NASA, while the Ruling Coalition Parties seem to support having JAXA remain as it is with minor changes in structure, or, alternatively, to be transferred either to the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) or the Ministry of Cabinet in order to promote industrialization and commercialization of space. Because restructuring JAXA involves the change of the budgetary appropriation process and affects the interests of several Ministries and related MPs, it has not proceeded as expeditiously as required by the Basic Space Law. But, such a big victory of the DPJ now makes it possible to proceed as it wants. Still, it depends on who will be selected as the leader in space activities, but the restructuring of JAXA could be more drastic. On the military space programs, not a big difference will be brought about, for Japan does not have plans for new military programs other than IGS, which is a modest constellation of advanced remote sensing satellites operated by the civilian Cabinet Satellite Intelligence Center (CSICE) of the Cabinet Secretariat, not by the Ministry of Defense. While a Committee on the Promotion of the Development and Use of Space of the Ministry of Defense released a Basic Policy Relating to the Development and Use of Space on 15 January 2009, it just underlined the importance of collecting information using space and took note of the passive nature of Japan’s defense posture and the importance of using existing civilian space capability. This is due to the tight budget, not proposing concrete plans for future military space programs. Not in specifically military space, but defense programs in general may change under the DPJ government. On 4 August 2009, the Council of Security and Defense Capabilities submitted its report to the Prime Minister. It is supposed to be the basis of the National Defense Program Outline that will be released in December of this year, the first such Outline since December 2004. No sooner than the Report was released, than Mr. Hatoyama made a statement that a report shall be made from scratch by different members in his administration. The Report by the Council of Security and Defense Capabilities recommends maintaining the strong alliance with the U.S., promoting BMD, and relaxing the complete arms embargo known as “Three Principles on Arms Exports”. 
Link – LDP – Military

LDP is in favor of military developments – We assume article 9.

AP 6 (9/12, “Japan's ruling party pens bill to allow military use of space,” p.ln) 6/23/11 K. harris

Japan's ruling party has drafted a bill that will allow military use of the country's space program for the first time, including the wider use of spy satellites to keep tabs on other countries, a news report said Sunday. Such a proposal had already been approved by a Liberal Democratic Party committee earlier this year and departs from a government policy dating to 1969 when Japan limited its space program to peaceful purposes. The new bill stipulates that future military uses of the country's space program should "contribute to peace in the international community, peace and independence of the nation, and secure the safety of the nation and the people," the Yomiuri newspaper reported, after obtaining a draft of the proposed legislation. While an international treaty on the use of outer space accepts military use of space technology for non-aggressive, defensive purposes, the LDP planning committee said earlier this year Japan should reinterpret "peaceful purposes" in line with the treaty, which also allows for the legal deployment of nuclear ballistic missiles and conventional arms. Despite its ban on military use of space, Japan launched its first spy satellites in 2003 to monitor nearby communist North Korea after it launched a missile over Japan's main island in 1998. Critics say the satellites violate the current space policy. Pending approval from its coalition partner, the New Komei Party, the LDP plans to submit the bill to Parliament as early as the upcoming extraordinary session, which is set to convene Sept. 26, the Yomiuri said. Previously, Japan had long focused its space program on weather and communications satellites. In 2004, a government panel recommended that the country consider its own manned space program.

Link – LDP – Satellites

LDP heavily support satellite creation – Counterplan appeases them.

Jiji Press Ticker Service 3/19 (11, “Lawmakers Urge Govt to Spur Development of Japan's GPS System,” p.ln) 6/23/11 K. Harris

Lawmakers from both ruling and opposition parties urged the government Tuesday to speed up development of Japan's very own global positioning system in fiscal 2012. Takeo Kawamura of the major opposition Liberal Democratic Party, who chairs a group formed around the Basic Space Law launched in 2008, made the request at a meeting with Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano. Six additional quasi-zenith satellites are needed to complete the Japanese GPS system, but the government has yet to set a launch timetable. The "Michibiki," the first such satellite, was launched last September. Kawamura, former chief cabinet secretary, also proposed setting up a space agency to promote the development of the satellites. Following the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, Japan should strengthen its information and communications systems, he told reporters after the meeting. Edano responded that the government is aware of the importance of the GPS system, according to Kawamura.

Link – LDP/Academics – Satellites

Pressure from surrounding nations puts satellite creation on the top of the LDP’s agenda.

Chino 6 – Senior writer at the Daily Yomuri (Keiko, 7/15, “Govt loses way on GPS bill,” the Daily Yomuri, p.ln) 6/23/11 K. harris

In addition to the U.S.-run GPS system, Russia operates a system called Glonass and Europe is moving toward its own system, to be known as Galileo. Hiroo Hieda, a board member of the Institute for Future Technology, said positioning satellites can be designed to cover the world--as GPS does--or part of the world. "How to combine the two [systems] is a challenge for every country," Hieda said. "In addition to developing its own positioning satellites, China also has participated in the Galileo program. As for Japan, it's a step forward that it will launch a quasi-zenith satellite." Because the initial plan failed, the government and private sector should review what the nation's satellite positioning system should comprise and whether quasi-zenith satellites are needed, he said. Hieda said he wondered why a review had not been carried out, despite the plan having been changed significantly from the original. The LDP is working on a separate bill to create a basic space law. Satellite positioning should be discussed in this context, to ensure the position system becomes a national asset, for use by every citizen. Otherwise, positioning satellites will be seen as a program designed solely for the private sector.

Link – LDP/New Komeito

DPJ shut down LDP and Kew Komeito party efforts to expand the Japanese space industry – Counterplan appeases them.

Chino 10 – Yomiuri Shimbun Senior Writer (Keiko, 6/25, “Space program needs to focus on future,” The Daily Yomiuri(Tokyo), p.ln) 6/23/11 K. Harris

The Strategic Headquarters for Space Development, a body meant to promote strong government leadership on space development, has failed to function as envisioned. Two years ago, the Basic Space Law was enacted with the support of the coalition government of the Liberal Democratic Party and New Komeito and the opposition Democratic Party of Japan. The law led to the creation of the headquarters, which is headed by the prime minister and involves all Cabinet members. Multiple study councils have delivered proposals for new projects and policy measures to the headquarters, but the higher-ups have made no decisions. Such an opaque future means the country's cutting-edge technology industries are open for business but doing none. Since taking power in the 2009 House of Representatives election, the DPJ has sought to expand the headquarters' mandate. The party proposed centralizing budgetary and other powers in the headquarters and renaming it the "Space Development Agency." The proposed changes have met with resistance from government organizations and even from within the DPJ, and remain up in the air. The headquarters' dysfunctional state leaves the nation's space program stuck like a truck without a motor. The government should urgently define this country's involvement with the International Space Station, which the United States has proposed to continue operating until 2020, an extension of five years. The government should review the issue from a long-term perspective, and consider whether Japan should undertake development of its own manned space station. Discussion of this issue has to date been done only by a study panel of the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry--a situation far from the ideal of whole-government consultations. Crucial industry on the wane Rocket and satellite technology is central to the nation's national security. Japan's capabilities in this regard will be surely be diminished, particularly in terms of human resources, if the space program's future continues along its current foggy path.

***Impact – Disaster 

FIT Solves Future Disasters

Energy bill solves the next disaster and solves long-term economic growth
The Asahi Shimbun,6/19 (“Diet should pass renewable energy bill in current session ” http://www.asahi.com/english/TKY201106200186.html 6/21/11, I.R.)

Yet we think the Diet should pass the bill during the current session. In light of the disastrous nuclear accident in this country, there should be no doubt that we must urgently take steps to expand the use of renewable energy sources as a way to reduce our dependence on nuclear power while contributing to efforts to stem global warming. Promoting clean energy would also help local communities attain economic independence and make the nation less vulnerable to natural disasters. Small electricity generators installed in households and local communities would make local power supply possible. Local power generation would also reduce the damage from power outages due to accidents involving power plants or the grid. In addition, green electricity is power derived from purely domestic energy sources. Lowering our dependence on imported oil and gas would be good for national security and also bring long-term economic benefits to this nation. Almost all political parties have promised to make policy efforts to push the nation toward a clean energy future. In its campaign for the 2009 Lower House election, the Liberal Democratic Party also pledged to increase the use of renewable energy through such measures as introducing a system to buy power generated with solar photovoltaic energy. But LDP President Sadakazu Tanigaki has shown reluctance to allow the Diet to take up the feed-in tariff bill, saying it is debatable whether the measure will really be effective. If he doubts the effectiveness of the measure, he should make proposals to improve it. This system, if it becomes fully established, would demolish the traditional assumption that electricity is produced at large power plants operated by utilities. It would turn households, businesses and other consumers of electricity into suppliers of power. On the flipside, this new policy would shake up the existing power supply system, in which utilities have been monopolizing regional markets. That ensures there will be strong resistance to the legislation. The power industry has strong influence on both the ruling Democratic Party of Japan and the opposition LDP. Many lawmakers will oppose the bill to curry favor with the industry. On the other hand, a nonpartisan group of about 200 lawmakers has signed off on the bill. This issue can prompt serious new political debate between opposing groups. It would be worthwhile for the parties to break with the tradition of compulsory adherence to party decisions and allow their members to vote freely on the bill based on their own judgment. 

*** Impact – Japanese Economy

FIT Solves Japan Econ

Plan solves the post disaster economy in Japan.

Asia Pulse 6/14 (11, “SEVEN-POINT PLAN FOR JAPAN'S ENERGY STRATEGY POST-FUKUSHIMA,” p.ln) 6/24/11 K. Harris

LONDON & TOKYO & NEW YORK--(BUSINESS WIRE) - Jun. 13, 2011-- The crisis at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear reactors, and sudden gap in Japan's power capacity, should prompt the country to adopt a bold, seven-point plan for its future energy mix. Research by Bloomberg New Energy Finance shows that Japan has much better options than simply increasing its reliance on fossil-fuel generation. The Fukushima disaster caused Japan to lose 20 per cent of its nuclear electricity supply. Nuclear produced 300TWh of power in 2010, and before the March tsunami, the plan was for this to increase by nearly 50 per cent to 447TWh by 2019. Japan had made aggressive commitments to reduce carbon emissions, and despite broad targets for renewable energy, the reality was that these depended largely on plans?for new nuclear power stations - plans which, in May, Prime Minister Naoto Kan announced would be scrapped entirely. So Japan finds itself not just dealing with a supply crunch, but having to develop an entire new energy policy on the fly, from the ground up. "Our analysts have put together a seven-point plan for Japan's future energy strategy," said Michael Liebreich, chief executive of Bloomberg New Energy Finance. "We believe the plan would contribute to a reinvigoration of Japan's economy, as well as allowing it to meet energy needs and hit its carbon emission targets."

Feed-in tariff passage is key to pos-earthquake Japanese economic recovery.

Mogi and Takemoto 6/24 – Chief correspondents, Commoditiies and Energy, Japan (CHIKAKO and Yoshifumi, 11, “Nuclear shutdown threat to Japan economy,” Reuters, http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/24/us-japan-energy-idUSTRE75N1TD20110624) 6/24/11 K. Harris

Japan has been forced into a complete rethink of its energy policy with the government facing harsh criticism over its handling of the aftermath of the March 11 earthquake and tsunami and the ensuing radiation crisis at Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. "In the most pessimistic scenario, growth will be shaved by about 1.6 percent in fiscal 2012/13, with the effects still felt until fiscal 2020/21, when growth will be lowered by about 0.5 percent," Iwata told Reuters in an interview. To pave the way for restarting reactors and avoiding such a scenario, the government must clear three conditions, Iwata said. He listed these as a thorough investigation of how the nuclear crisis occurred and what new steps could prevent the same mistakes being made; setting globally acceptable safety standards; and setting up an independent regulatory body to decide on reactor restarts. "These steps should be taken by the end of the year. Japan is battling against time, but what the government is doing is putting priorities in the wrong order," said Iwata, a former deputy governor of the Bank of Japan. "Reactors that meet thorough safety standards should be restarted. Otherwise, one must question whether Japan's economy can be sustained," he said. Before the March disaster, which devastated northeast Japan, nuclear power accounted for about 30 percent of the nation's electricity, with a goal of raising that figure to over 50 percent. Renewable forms of energy have the potential to become substantial sources of power but it takes time to develop them and they would not meet the imminent need for electricity supply, he said. Prime Minister Naoto Kan has announced a plan that would see solar panels on the roofs of some 10 million houses by 2030, but the government has so far failed to follow through. Japan's parliament has yet to pass a bill on a so-called "feed-in" tariff system which is vital for introducing renewables. It would oblige utilities to buy at higher rates electricity from all types of renewable sources.

FIT Solves Japan Econ

Feed-in tariffs solve nuclear energy dependence and reinvigorate the economy – Germany Proves

Gipe 3/15 – of Climate Crocks’ most valuable players in understanding and promoting renewable energy, and policies (Paul, 11, “What Japan Could Do if It Followed Germany’s Lead on Renewable Energy,” Climate Crocks, http://climatecrocks.com/2011/04/15/what-japan-could-do-if-it-followed-germanys-lead-on-renewable-energy/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

If Japan adopted an aggressive renewable energy policy like that of Germany, it could, within ten years, generate more than four times the electricity lost at the Fukushima 1 nuclear power plant, cutting the country’s reliance on nuclear power by one-half or more. As Japan expands the evacuation zone around the damaged Fukushima 1 nuclear plant from 20 km to 30 km and Tokyo Electric Power (TEPCO) skirts the edge of bankruptcy, the country confronts a stark choice: undertake a massive construction program to replace the nuclear reactors with more of the same, or, instead, follow a new, less risky, and potentially more strategic path toward rapid renewable energy development. The stakes are high and the fight is already intense as Japanese elites debate the future of their electricity system, and literally, the future of their country. However, it is clear now that if Japan were to follow the path blazed by Germany, it could more than replace the electricity generation lost by the damaged plants at Fukushima in less time than it would take to build new reactors. Germany alone added as much new renewable generation in less than five years as Japan lost at Fukushima. Wind energy alone generates more electricity in Germany than the doomed Japanese reactors once did. If Japan were to develop renewable energy at the same pace as Germany has over the past decade, it could add 120 TWh per year of new renewable generation. It could add significantly more, if it kept up with Germany’s blistering pace of solar energy development over the past five years. Using a system of Advanced Renewable Tariffs, the modern version of feed-in tariffs, Germany added 80 TWh of new generation from wind, solar, and biomass between 2000 and 2010.

Feed-in tariff diverts Japanese spending away from energy and stimulates other areas of the economy.

Energy Matters 9 (2/25, “Japan Announces Solar Feed In Tariffs,” http://www.energymatters.com.au/index.php?main_page=news_article&article_id=335) 6/24/11 K. Harris

In an attempt to spur on uptake of renewable energy sources and stimulate a flagging economy, one that's experiencing the worst downturn in decades, Japan's government is launching a net model feed-in tariff scheme where owners of grid connected solar powersystems will be paid a premium rate for surplus electricity generated.   According to Toshihiro Nikai of Japan's Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry the initial rate paid to owners of systems will be around 50 yen per surplus kilowatt hour produced, double the current rate of 24 yen. This equates to just under 80 Australian cents based on current exchange rates.   The premium rate was calculated in order to enable customers who have purchased grid connect systems to recover their initial outlay over 15 years. All electricity utilities in Japan will be required to participate in the scheme. It's expected the additional cost will be passed on to consumers and the government hopes to limit the increase in electricity bills to less than 100 yen (around AUD $1.60) per month on average.   Late last year, Japan announced funding of 9 billion yen (AUD$145 million) in the first quarter of 2009 for other incentives to encourage home solar power; with further funding to come. Japan aims to have solar power systems installed on over 70% of new houses.    Once the world's top solar power producer, Japan was unseated by Germany in the 1990's when the German government introduced a gross feed in tariff program that pays a premium rate on all electricity generated by a grid connected system. The German program has not only see it become the world's leader in solar capacity, but has created tens of thousands of jobs and over 1500 new businesses in the country. Feed in tariff programs active around the world have repeatedly demonstrated, when implemented correctly, are one of the most successful ways of stimulating uptake of renewable energy
FIT Solves Japan Econ*

Energy bill is key stave off the effects of the global economic crisis

Sinclair citing NYT 5/23 ( Peter is a long time advocate of environmental awareness and energy alternatives. Mr. Sinclair runs Greenman Studio, “ Time Magazine: How Japan’s move to Renewables can spark the economy ” http://climatecrocks.com/2011/05/23/time-magazine-how-japans-move-to-renewables-can-spark-the-economy/ 6/22/11, I.R.)

The ongoing disaster at the Fukushima nuclear facility has pushed the massive Japanese economy on a path towards efficiency and renewable energy that could change the global power production equation. Time Magazine reports: 7-Eleven may seem like just another overly lit, electricity-burning chain store wasting this island nation’s precious energy resources. But in fact, it is among a host of forward-looking companies seeking to help set the pace for change in Japan’s energy policy. With more than 13,000 locations nationwide, the chain plans to spend over $123 million to switch to energy-efficient LED lighting at about 6,000 outlets in Tokyo, and will install solar panels on the roofs of 1,000 stores across the country over the next few months. The plan will not only save 125 kW a day per store, but also benefit manufacturers of LED lighting and solar-cell panels — a win-win for all. Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi power plant accident, the world’s second worst nuclear disaster after Chernobyl, has left a gaping hole in — and perhaps a new opportunity for — Japan’s energy policy. At a press conference last week, Prime Minister Naoto Kan effectively scrapped Japan’s plan for increasing domestic electricity supply. “Under the current energy policy, by the year 2030, more than 50% of Japan’s electricity will come from nuclear power generation and 20% from renewable energy sources,” he said. “However, we now have to go back to the drawing board and conduct a fundamental review of the nation’s basic energy policy.” Renewable-energy experts agree that the ongoing nuclear crisis, while tragic, could be a remarkable opportunity to move away from the country’s focus on nuclear power development and imported fossil fuels toward solar, wind, biomass, geothermal and other natural domestic sources. The situation, of course, might not be a “win-win” for the United States if Tea-Party know nothing-ism continues to dominate the energy debate here. The US has already slipped to number 17 in the world for new energy investment, compliments of the climate denial propoganda machine. The fact is, with Japan making a decisive break from centralized, 19th and 20th century power sources, the world’s largest economies are now tilting markedly toward the all-too-obvious energy revolution of this century. Germany, the UK, Japan, and increasingly, China and India, are pouring resources into the sector, in hopes not only of revamping their domestic power systems, and becoming energy independent, but of leading, or at least not trailing, in the race to the economic future. Time goes to describe how even the disaster struck no-man’s-land in Fukushima could become a winner in the new economy: Geothermal, wind, biomass and small-scale hydropower projects all have potential in Japan, but for now, solar looks like the fastest way to add more power to the national grid. In the 1980s, Japan was the world’s top solar-power producer, with strong government policies in place to promote that, but it has since fallen behind on installing large-scale solar projects. Gaetan Borgers, who leads the global solar business for Dow Corning Toray in Tokyo, says the March 11 disaster has generated new solutions for solar-power installation in Japan’s relatively small geographic areas. “The [irradiated] agricultural land near the Fukushima power plant is no longer usable, so why don’t we convert that into solar plants?” he asks. He cites a convincing calculation from Japan’s National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology: “Rice produced on one hectare of land yields a yearly revenue of 1.58 million yen, while a solar plant on the same surface would generate a revenue of 7.5 million yen.” With changes in Japan’s land-use law, struggling agricultural farmers could become profitable solar farmers. All this just brings home how desperately behind the United States is in adopting a national Renewable Portfolio Standard, or Feed-In Tariff, the state-of-the-art development tool that has helped Germany not only vault to the head of the pack in solar and wind development, but stave off the worst effects of the global economic crisis. 

Japan Econ – TF ev

Feed in tariffs affect the economy quickly

Gipe 3/15 – of Climate Crocks’ most valuable players in understanding and promoting renewable energy, and policies (Paul, 11, “What Japan Could Do if It Followed Germany’s Lead on Renewable Energy,” Climate Crocks, http://climatecrocks.com/2011/04/15/what-japan-could-do-if-it-followed-germanys-lead-on-renewable-energy/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

What could Japan do if it were to implement an aggressive renewable energy program using, as in Germany, a system of feed-in tariffs to encourage rapid development of its indigenous resources? Japan certainly has the industrial capacity, an educated and industrious people, and an immediate need for reconstruction that would make such an ambitious program both possible and necessary. While Japan and Germany are decidedly different cultures, Germany has proven that a massive amount of new generation can be added quickly. Equally important, German policy spread the economic opportunity afforded by the program equitably across all sectors of society through its system of Advanced Renewable Tariffs. Under such a policy, all renewable generators, regardless of size, are guaranteed access to the grid. Everyone can participate in the program–from the humblest farmers and homeowners to multinational companies. Germany’s development of renewable energy contrasts markedly with the way nuclear power was developed in Japan. As in most other countries, the decisions to build nuclear plants in Japan were concentrated in the hands of a few industrial titans. Unlike the development of nuclear power, which weakens democratic institutions, the development of renewable energy, because it is so dispersed, can strengthen democratic society where feed-in tariffs are used to create equal opportunity for all players-big and small alike. Assuming that Japan did make such a commitment, and did so this year, it could rapidly ramp up installations of wind, biomass, and solar PV capacity at a pace comparable to that of Germany between 2000 and 2010. Because Japan’s economy is 1.5 times larger than Germany’s, wind energy and biomass could theoretically be scaled up at 1.5 times Germany’s pace. Under this scenario, Japan would be generating more than 100 TWh from wind energy and biomass by 2022 Japan already has a jump on rapidly expanding solar PV. Several of the world’s leading solar PV manufacturers are based in Japan and there is a sizeable existing home market. It is rumored that Japan installed possibly as much as 1,000 MW of solar PV last year, bringing total installed capacity to 3,700 MW. Germany didn’t reach an equivalent stage of annual installations until 2005 and 2006. Thus, Japan’s pace of solar PV development could replicate Germany’s pace between 2005 and 2010, as well as its expected installations through 2015.

FIT Solves Suntech Competitiveness

Plan key to Suntech’s market share in solar power in relation to Chinese industry.

Walet 6/21 – Staff writer at Reuters (Leonora, 11, “Suntech eyes Japan growth,” Reuters, http://blogs.reuters.com/summits/2011/06/21/suntech-eyes-japan-growth/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

Suntech Power may be the world’s biggest solar panel maker but it trails Sharp, Kyocera, Panasonic and Mitsubishi Electric in the fast-growing Japanese solar market. Now, the company is set to take on these Japanese rivals on their home turf and aims to double its market share in the country to 10 percent next year. The catalyst? The expected adoption of a special tariff, now being discussed by lawmakers, on power from solar panels to lure investors to bigger projects. Japan’s ambitious plan, if implemented, to get solar panels on the roofs of every new building would of course also give the market a hefty boost. “We need to take market share from the top four. Our immediate goal is to pass Mitsubishi,” Yutaka Yamamoto, Suntech Power Japan president, told the Reuters Rebuilding Japan Summit in Tokyo.  Suntech entered Japan’s solar market — the world’s fastest growing after Europe — in 2006, and last year ranked as the No.5 panel supplier in the country. Yamamoto said Suntech would win more market share once the so-called feed-in-tariff scheme starts. Under such a scheme, utilities would have to buy surplus electricity at higher rates from large-scale solar projects.   He also expects to clinch larger solar panel supply deals. Once spending on commercial-use solar projects picks up in Japan, Suntech would be able to underbid Japanese rivals in price, Yamamoto said. Suntech’s rise to the top was no accident. Capitalising on the billions the Chinese government is pouring into green technologies and low production costs, manufacturers like Suntech can supply among the cheapest solar panels in the world. Suntech, along with other Chinese suppliers like Yingli Green Energy and Trina Solar, supply over 60 percent of the world’s solar panels. Japan’s solar market is expected to grow 20 percent this year, Yamamoto said, and could double in the coming years depending on how quickly Japan builds its policy on solar, presenting Suntech with further opportunities for growth.

***Impact – Energy Internet

FIT Solves Energy Internet

Energy bill leads to a Japanese “Energy Internet”

Maeda 5/25 ( Risa is a reporter for Reuter News, “ Japan PM to unveil push for renewable energy, cheaper solar ” http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110525/wl_nm/us_energy_japan_solar_1, 6/22/11, I.R.)

TOKYO (Reuters) – Japan's Prime Minister Naoto Kan is expected to announce a drive toward renewable energy, including slashing the cost of solar power, when he meets fellow leaders of the G8 rich nations group later this week, media reports say. One target will be to increase the use of solar power 15-fold by 2030, according to the Asahi newspaper, while the Nikkei business daily said every new building, including residential houses, will be required to have solar panels by then. The shift reflects efforts to ensure energy security and safety as regions hit by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, which knocked out several power stations, face possible blackouts during the peak summer demand period, possibly even beyond this year. Japan was the world's third-biggest user of nuclear power before the quake. But enthusiasm for nuclear energy has waned since the tsunami triggered a crisis at Tokyo Electric Power Co's Fukushima Daiichi plant, where engineers are still struggling to control reactors that had fuel meltdowns and stop radiation leaks that have caused thousands of residents to be evacuated. Softbank Corp, Japan's third-largest mobile phone operator, said on Wednesday it plans to invest several percent of its more than 3 trillion yen ($36.6 billion) of sales revenues in solar power. Its billionaire president, Masayoshi Son, has committed to helping boost renewable energy sources in the wake of the nuclear crisis. Kan is expected to outline efforts to ensure energy security by boosting the use of solar power especially in cities, where constant power demand and use of thermal facilities make it easier for utilities to vary sources of electricity. Unlike wind or geothermal power, whose potential has geological restrictions, solar power panels can work almost nationwide, and if installed in Tokyo and other areas of dense power demand would lessen the risk of blackouts. The government called on Wednesday for curbs in electricity use by 15 percent from July 1 for two months in areas covered by Tokyo Electric, known as Tepco, which serves the capital and surrounding region, and Tohoku Electric Power Co, serving the devastated northeast region. Utilities in other regions are also on alert for possible supply shortages this summer, with safety worries prompting local authorities to refuse to allow reactors shut for maintenance to be restarted. "Solar is the most appropriate to cut demand in peak hours," said Hiroshi Komiyama, chairman of Mitsubishi Research Institute. The government could start by boosting its use in quake-affected areas, he said. Japan's Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies says the nation should boost solar power to 71,000 megawatts by 2020 if it shifts away from nuclear power. Currently, solar power in Japan has total capacity of about 2,600 megawatts, equivalent to a little more than 10 percent of the disabled Fukushima Daiichi plant. But it is unclear how the government can achieve a switch to solar power, which has the highest installation costs of any energy source, beyond the proposed enhancement of an existing price incentive scheme for renewable power suppliers. SOLAR POTENTIAL AT BIG UTILITIES A bill submitted to parliament in March would expand the range of renewable sources from the existing scheme for small-lot solar power suppliers, mainly house owners. Even if the bill is passed in a divided parliament and utilities are obliged to buy electricity from mega solar projects in a so-called "feed-in" tariff scheme, solar panels are not economically viable in Japan without subsidies, according to a government estimate. Construction of a 1,000-megawatt power plant using solar energy would cost three times as much as if it used wind power and at least 10 times as much as for nuclear energy, when the energy efficiency of each source is taken into account, a separate government estimate showed. But solar panel prices are on the decline, and if houses and buildings are more effectively insulated, initial investments would be paid back in eight years or so, instead of 15 to 20 years currently, Mitsubishi Research's Komiyama said. Limited transmission capacity between regionally dominant power companies is another factor keeping power suppliers from tapping into solar or wind power. Unlike in Europe, where power grids are connected across national borders, Japan's fragmented system is divided into nine regions and links are used only when there is a sudden jump in demand or problems at power facilities. In the northern Japan island of Hokkaido, where wind potential is higher than in other regions, for example, Hokkaido Electric Power Co limits its capacity for wind power to 360 megawatts, or a little more than 10 percent of the island's minimum power demand, to avoid any failure to meet demand. A failure would cause unexpected blackouts. But for utilities with larger power demand such as Tokyo Electric, Kansai Electric Power Co and Chubu Electric Power Co, their capacity for such variable sources should be much bigger. Using a similar assumption, Tokyo Electric, which serves the country's economic heartland of Tokyo and its surrounding areas, could take in about 3,000 megawatts of wind and solar power combined without support from neighboring utilities or causing unexpected blackouts.

FIT Solves Energy Internet

Japan’s energy bill and smart power grid solve for energy security

Styles 6/23 ( Geoffrey Styles is Managing Director of GSW Strategy Group, LLC, an energy and environmental strategy consulting firm.  “How Do Renewables and Oil Sands Affect Energy Security?” http://theenergycollective.com/geoffrey-styles/59892/how-do-renewables-and-oil-sands-affect-energy-security 6/23/11, I.R.)

However one views the potential environmental consequences of the steps necessary to achieve such an outcome, that would be a stellar result under the most commonly used definition of energy security. That's because these actions would directly replace imported oil and products, barrel for barrel, with supplies from more stable and dependable countries--including our own--as an extension of one of the main energy security strategies we've employed since the 1970s. Assessing the energy security benefits of some of our other options is less clear-cut, particularly when it comes to the generation of electricity from renewable sources. Consider today's most familiar renewable energy projects, wind farms and rooftop solar installations. Both reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but do they also enhance energy security? The answer depends on where they are installed and how their output is used. If the venue is Europe, which imports large quantities of natural gas, or Japan, where the post-Fukushima electricity shortage is leading to significant increases in imports of fuel oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG), it's clear that they do. But the answer isn't as obvious in the US, where the generation they displace is mainly fueled by coal--a domestic resource--or natural gas. Prior to the explosion of domestic gas production from shale resources, it was much easier to argue that displacement of gas from a peaking gas turbine power plant backed out imported LNG somewhere and thus bolstered energy security. Today, with most gas coming from domestic wells and with most renewables relying on gas-fired backup power, that assertion is becoming a stretch. Making the case for energy security benefits from wind and solar on the basis that they can back out oil imports by powering electric vehicles looks like even more of a stretch. This notion might be true in the 2030 time frame of the API scenario described above, by which time I'd expect to see many more EVs on the road, along with a smarter power grid capable of channeling the output of renewable power generation into EV recharging. In the nearer term, however, there simply won't be enough EVs on the road to substantiate such a claim. In fact, it would take more than 23 million EVs like the Nissan Leaf to consume the output of the wind and solar installations already in place last year. And in most locations, the EVs coming to market will be recharged mainly with average grid electricity, which includes a significant contribution from coal, even in California, thanks to that state's sizable electricity imports from neighboring states.

Feed-in tariffs will substantially improve the Japanese economy – Energy consuption

Gipe 3/15 – of Climate Crocks’ most valuable players in understanding and promoting renewable energy, and policies (Paul, 11, “What Japan Could Do if It Followed Germany’s Lead on Renewable Energy,” Climate Crocks, http://climatecrocks.com/2011/04/15/what-japan-could-do-if-it-followed-germanys-lead-on-renewable-energy/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

Somewhat surprisingly for its technological sophistication, Japan consumes 70% more electricity than Germany, far more than would be expected by its greater population. This has not been lost on international observers of Japan’s economy following the disaster at Fukushima. There’s a lot of room in the Japanese economy for improvements in energy efficiency and conservation. If Japan were to emulate the spectacular growth of renewable energy in Germany over the past decade by implementing similar policies, it’s reasonable to expect that the amount of new generation to be added would reflect the greater size of the Japanese economy. Thus, it’s reasonable to expect that Japan could install 1.5 times the new generation Germany added during the past decade over a similar period. Japan has abundant wind, solar, biomass and geothermal resources, but has not been an international leader in any of these technologies except solar photovoltaics (solar PV). Instead, the country has been content to export what technology it does have, while relying on nuclear power and fossil fuel imports for its own electricity generation.

Energy Internet Spills Over
Everyone models the Japanese tech industry

Dechezleprêtre 9 - Postdoctoral Fellow at the Grantham Institute on Climate Change and the Environment (Antoine, September, “Invention and International Diffusion of Climate Change Mitigation Technologies: An Empirical Approach,” p.pdf) 6/24/11 K. Harris

In addition, achieving global emission reductions will not be possible if large   emitters from the developing world are not involved in the process. Indeed, more   than 75% of the growth in CO2   emissions until 2050 is expected to come from   developing countries, with India and China alone accounting for 50%. Yet, most   low-carbon technologies have so far been developed and used in the North. OECD   countries represent 82% of global R&D  expenditures in 2000, with the US and   Japan alone accounting for 50% (National Science Board, 2006). An examination   of patents filed in 13 climate-related technologies shows that Japan, Germany   and the USA represent two thirds of worldwide innovation (Dechezleprêtre et al.,   2009). For this reason, technology transfer to developing countries is at the heart   of current discussions about the post-Kyoto agreement.   Against this background, the first objective of this dissertation is to provide an   accurate and up-to-date description of innovation in low carbon technologies and   of their international diffusion at a global scale. The debates surrounding future   climate policy usually presuppose the need to accelerate technology transfer. 

Japan’s strategy spills over

METI 6/23 ( The Ministry of Economics, Trade and Industry, “ Summary of the Second Meeting of the Japan-Indonesia Energy Policy Dialogue” http://www.meti.go.jp/english/press/2011/0601_02.html 6/23/11, I.R.)

The Second Meeting of the Japan-Indonesia Energy Policy Dialogue was held in Kuta, the Republic of Indonesia on May 31, 2011 (co-chaired by Mr. Asahi, Director-General for Energy and Environmental Policy, Agency for Natural Resources and Energy and Ms. Evita Legowo, Director General of Oil and Gas, Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, the Republic of Indonesia). This dialogue was held in accordance with the agreement reached by Mr. Naoshima, former Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry and Dr. Darwin, Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources in January last year to establish a director-general level dialogue in the field of administration for natural resources and energy. Following that agreement between the ministers, the first policy dialogue was held in Tokyo in May last year. 2. Purpose In the wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake and the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station accident, the purpose of this meeting was to enhance the relationship in the field of natural resources and energy with the Republic of Indonesia, which is an important Asian resource-rich country and the largest economic power in Southeast Asia. 3. Outline of results The points of the meeting were as follows: (1) Japan explained the current situation at the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Station in detail and promised that it would provide information on this issue also in the future. (2) Considering the recent situation of the crude oil market and global situation of supply and demand of energy, the two countries agreed to further study their future cooperation in the field of energy in Asia including data collection on the crude oil market and the sharing of forecasts. (3) The two countries also acknowledged the importance of the field of clean energy encompassing renewable energies including geothermal power as well as smart communities. They agreed to enhance the efforts made by Japan and Indonesia, not only between the two countries but also with collaboration in multilateral frameworks such as APEC (Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation), and CEM (Clean Energy Ministerial). (4) For natural resources and energy, the relationship between the two countries has been becoming closer, particularly in the fields of oil and natural gas, electricity, coal and mineral resources as well as energy conservation and new energy, and they decided to further promote resource development, business environment improvement and technology cooperation in these fields.

Energy Internet Spills Over*

Japanese reform strategies will spill over to the region

 Eun-joo 6/21 (Lee is a reporter for the JoongAng Daily, “Lee unveils plan for green tech center” http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2937836 6/23/11, I.R.)

President Lee Myung-bak unveiled the next step in his green growth vision yesterday, saying Korea will establish an international research institute this year to help promote the study of environment-related technologies. The Green Technology Center will focus on developing environmentally friendly technologies together with the Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and leading foreign research institutes. The plans will be carried out in conjunction with the country’s science belt in Daedeok, Gyeonggi, which will be home to research complexes. “If we unite efforts, we can make big changes,” the president said. “We can lay the cornerstone for a planet-responsible civilization.” President Lee’s latest green growth pledge was made at the opening ceremony of the inaugural Global Green Growth Summit, organized by Korea and the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The two-day summit will include 91 high-level speakers from 25 countries, including OECD Secretary General Angel Gurria and SoftBank Chairman and CEO Masayoshi Son. President Lee embarked upon his “low-carbon, green growth” initiative in 2008, calling for lesser dependence on fossil fuels and more development of alternative energy sources. Korea established the GGGI last year, which opened its first overseas office in Copenhagen, Denmark, last month. “Green growth turns the crisis of climate change into an opportunity,” said Finance Minister Bahk Jae-wan. The Ministry of Strategy and Finance is playing a big role in the summit along with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Ministry of Environment. “More jobs will be created by, rather than [lost from], green growth. Green technology development will be translated into positive externalities and synergy between industries in order to reach the ultimate goal of improved productivity,” Bahk said. Bahk said that now was the time for companies to pay more attention to sustainable development. Private business leaders are well aware of the burgeoning industry. “There is a need to introduce a new paradigm based on green growth, which requires policy support,” said Zhengrong Shi, chairman and chief executive of Suntech, from China. SoftBank Corporation Chairman Son stressed the need for a shift in energy policy in the wake of the March 11 nuclear crisis in Japan. “The great eastern Japan earthquake was a shifting point in Japan’s energy policy, which has heavily relied on fossil and nuclear power generation,” Son said, adding that Japan’s parliament is discussing the Renewable Energy Bill, which will introduce a fee-in-tariff system with mandatory purchase of renewable energy. Son has been very active in recovery initiatives since the earthquake. One such initiative is to set up the Renewable Energy Council to promote renewable energy throughout Japan. The council will convene this summer. “There aren’t many private companies in Korea that spare time on developing eco-friendly technologies such as solar energy, though Samsung and LG have the skills to do so,” Son said.

Impact – US Hege

Energy Security is key to US hegemony

Inhofe 01 ( James was an Oklahoma Republican, and was a ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Subcommittee on Readiness, “ The Senate energy debate; America's foreign oil dependency threatens its security” http://www.lexisnexis.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/lnacui2api/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T12224793181&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T12224793175&cisb=2
2_T12224793184&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=8176&docNo=6 6/23/11, I.R.)

America's chronic dependence on foreign oil is not only an economic concern, but an important national security issue as well. It not only affects citizens and businesses nationwide, but also has a direct impact on our nation's ability to fight and win wars. As we prepare to engage in critical military operations in the Middle East (among other places), it is important to understand that our forces are highly dependent on foreign oil, much of which comes directly from the Middle East. During the 1970s energy crisis, America was 36 percent dependent on foreign oil. Today we are 56 percent dependent and by 2010, we are headed for well over 60 percent. For the military, it now takes eight times as much oil to meet the needs of each U.S. soldier as it did during World War II. The Department of Defense today accounts for nearly 80 percent of all U.S. government energy use. Of that, nearly 75 percent is for jet fuel. During the Persian Gulf War, our 582,000 soldiers consumed 450,000 barrels of petroleum products - four times the daily amount used by the 2 million Allied soldiers who liberated Europe from the Nazis in World War II. We are talking about a serious national security issue. The time to act is now - not for some immediate quick fix, but for the long-term security of America in the years and decades ahead. This year, the president made energy a top national priority and the House passed comprehensive energy policy in a bipartisan manner. There is no good reason for the Senate not to act. Yes, there is other pressing business, including an important defense bill which I helped to craft as a member of the Armed Services Committee. But, the Senate should not let another year pass without addressing our nation's important energy concerns. Our lack of an adequate long-term national energy policy is not a partisan matter. It is a supreme national challenge that cannot be continually ignored without posing an increasing danger to our security and our way of life. Sadly, our nation has failed for three decades to address this issue properly. My concern about energy security issues did not arise in the last two weeks, as some seem to believe. I have been talking about the need for a real national energy policy since the mid-1980s, when I traveled around the country with President Reagan's energy secretary, Don Hodel, trying to drum up support for measures to increase our nation's energy independence. At a Senate hearing in January 1998, I elicited virtual consensus from the members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff that energy security was a too-often-overlooked aspect of our national security needs 

Impact – Econ/US-Russia War

Renewable Energy Security solves Econ Collapse and Russian war

Fox 7 (Liam is the Secretary of State for Defence and MP for North Somerset, “Energy: the new cold war” http://www.lexisnexis.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/lnacui2api/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T12224793181&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&re
sultsUrlKey=29_T12224793175&cisb=22_T12224793184&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=332263&docNo=2 6/23/11) 
Since the close of the cold war, we have been growing used to threats such as terrorism where the enemy has no state or territory. But soon we will have to get used to new strategic challenges, such as energy security, where fossil fuels will be used as weapons to achieve political ends. Energy security will be synonymous with national security and economic security. Two weeks ago Russia announced its intention to annex a 460,000-square mile portion of ice-covered Arctic. Scientists claim that the area, on which Russia has audaciously set its sights, may contain an estimated 10 billion tonnes of gas and oil deposits. While this ridiculous claim has no legitimate legal basis, the West must take threats like this from Russia seriously. Russia is rivalling Saudi Arabia as the world's largest oil producer and is estimated to have the world's largest natural gas supplies with 1,680 trillion cubic feet -nearly twice the reserves in the next largest country, Iran. If military might and nuclear weapons formed the core of Soviet cold war power, Russian elites view its energy resources as the basis of its power now. Russia has demonstrated that it will use its energy resources to promote a broader foreign policy agenda. This was illustrated when Russia reduced gas supplies to the Ukraine as part of a bilateral dispute and when it doubled the price of gas to Georgia in 2005. Russia's petrodollars are financing a $189 billion overhaul of its armed forces between now and 2015. They will purchase more than 1,000 new aircraft and helicopters, 4,000 new tanks and armoured vehicles and a new submarine fleet. New missiles will carry nuclear warheads. Western addiction to oil and gas is causing us to fund the threat against us. Reports that Russia is now withdrawing from the Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty will only fuel suspicions about Putin's defence posture. The stand-off over Litvinenko is another source of tension. Unfortunately, the threats do not stop with Russia. Terrorism poses a major threat to world energy supplies, transport and infrastructure especially. Osama Bin Laden has described refineries as the "hinges" of the world's economy. Al-Qaeda's failed attack last year on the Abqaiq oil facility in Saudi Arabia is a reminder of the threat. Future attacks could disrupt the world economy far more. An assault on a super-tanker in the Straits of Malacca could send the oil price rocketing, and tip economies which have just about coped with higher oil prices over the edge. If Japan's maritime supplies of crude oil were choked, even temporarily, a crisis of confidence could reverberate around the world. For developing countries, a sudden rise in fuel prices could wipe out the benefits of aid or debt relief. Fuel poverty would be a brutal reality. Fear of terrorism is justified. In 2002, Al-Qaeda terrorists rammed a boat rigged with explosives into a French tanker off Yemen but fortunately it did not sink. The distribution of global energy supplies means we are particularly vulnerable to the "choke points" in transport routes around the globe. These are far more numerous than the days when we simply patrolled the Strait of Hormuz. They are scattered from the Panama Canal to the entrance to the Red Sea to the seas of southeast Asia.

Impact – Econ/Climate Change/FFD

Only an “energy internet” can solve for economic collapse, climate change, and fossil fuel dependency

Rifkin 5/11 (Jeremy is president of the Foundation on Economic Trends and the author of seventeen bestselling books on the impact of scientific and technological changes on the economy, the workforce, society, and the environment. . “Only an 'energy internet' can ward off disaster” 5/11/09 http://www.lexisnexis.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lnacui2api/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T12216878720&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T12216869291&cisb=22_T12216878723&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=293847&docNo=20 6/22/11 , I.R.) 

This year has seen ever-higher prices at the pump, rebels seizing Libyan oilfields and a nuclear facility crippled in Japan. Yet few have realised that these disparate events are part of a larger unfolding drama. Our global energy economy, long-powered by fossil fuels and nuclear, is spiralling into a dangerous and unstable endgame. In the first decade of this century, the emerging nations, led by China and India, brought one-third of the human race into the declining oil era. Global output rose and because every activity in our economy requires carbon-based energies, huge demand pressure was placed on diminished fossil fuel reserves. When the price of oil passed the $125 per barrel mark in early 2008, the folly of constructing a civilisation on exhumed carbon deposits became clearer. Looking back, we can see that we hit peak globalisation, the outer limits of an economic system dependent on fossil fuels. By July 2008 oil had risen to $147, precipitating a slowdown in the global economy. This was the economic earthquake that signalled the passing of the oil era; the financial collapse 60 days later was merely the aftershock. This is now happening again, sped forward by Libya and Fukushima. 2010 saw a tepid recovery, mostly to replenish exhausted inventories. But as growth resumed, oil rose too - it now hovers at about $110 - forcing up prices. Indeed, this is precisely what one would expect from an oil era entering a long, slow death throe: each time output throttles up, oil prices rebound, purchasing power drops and the economy stalls. Of course, the oil spigot is not going to run dry tomorrow. There is still coal, tar sands, heavy oil and shale gas. But these are dirtier, more expensive and exacerbate climate change. Nor can we replace our energy infrastructure overnight. The challenge is keeping the old regime on life support long enough to lay the foundations for a new energy infrastructure, in part through energy efficiency measures taken by businesses and households trying to cut costs in response to raised prices. What we need in the long run, however, is the equivalent of a new economic paradigm - that is, a systemic change in the way we organise economic life - to move beyond carbon and nuclear energy. And here I believe we are on the cusp of a third industrial revolution, in which internet technologies and renewable energies merge to create a powerful, new energy infrastructure. In the coming era we will need to create an "energy internet" to enable hundreds of millions of people to produce green renewable energy in their homes, offices and factories. They can then store this energy as hydrogen and use green electricity to power their buildings, machinery and vehicles. Surplus electricity can then be shared with others, just as we now share information online. Buildings are already being converted into micro-power plants with the installation of solar panels, vertical wind turbines, geothermal heat pumps, biomass converters, small hydro and the like. Sensors will be applied to every appliance, and software will keep owners apprised of changes in the price of electricity moment-to-moment, so that they can adjust their electricity use and sell electricity back to the grid if the price is right, making everyone an energy entrepreneur. We can already see some of the other innovations that will be needed to move down this path. Governments around the world have recently instituted feed-in-tariffs that pay businesses and homeowners a premium price for the renewable electricity they produce and send back to the grid. Green mortgages with low interest rates that allow businesses and homeowners to "pay as you save" on energy are also becoming popular. The new system that needs to emerge also holds the promise of fundamentally restructuring our economy. Fossil fuel energy systems favoured vertical economies of scale and giant, centralised enterprises. In contrast, the era of renewable energies will empower a multitude of small and medium sized enterprises, as well as larger companies, to share their energy with each other in networks that function more like ecosystems than markets. Just as millions share music with each other online and overpower major music companies, so millions of energy producers sharing electricity can overwhelm today's conventional power generated by centralised power and utility companies. As the oil era draws to a close, this vision offers the hope of a sustainable post-carbon era by mid-century and the possibility that we can avert catastrophic climate change. The question is whether we will see the economic possibilities ahead, and muster the will to get there in time. The writer teaches at the Wharton School's executive education programme. His forthcoming book is The Third Industrial Revolution: How Lateral Power is Transforming Energy and Changing the World
***Impact – Climate Change

Climate Change

Despite roadblocks – The new feed-in tariff will substantially reign in CO2 emissions.

Sagara 6/25 – Japanese Environmental Policy Analyst (Takashi, 11, “METI disclosed a summary of Japanese Feed in Tariff,” Climatico, http://www.climaticoanalysis.org/post/meti-proposed-a-summary-of-japanese-feed-in-tariff-without-social-support/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

On 21 July, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) announced a summary of Japanese Feed in Tariffs (FITs), in which electric power companies are required to buy the electricity generated by all types of renewable sources of energy by households and businesses. FITs seek to promote the adoption of renewable energy sources by offering long-term contracts for the ‘green’ electricity produced by them at fixed purchase prices. Purchase prices are to be 48 yen/kWh for solar power, which will be gradually decreased, and 15 to 20 yen/kWh for the other types of the ‘green’ electricity. The contract periods are to be 10 years for solar power and 15 to 20 years for the others. In FITs, electricity users  have to bear costs of purchasing the ‘green’ electricity and, according to the summary, the maximum monthly burdens for standard households and for large-scale factories in ten years after Japanese Feed in Tariff (FIT) is to be introduced will be approximately 150 to 200 yen and 1.2 million to 1.63 million yen, respectively. METI expects that FITs would contribute to CO2 emission reduction by 2% (approximately 24 million to 29 million tons) in ten years after its introduction because FITs would accelerate technological development and promotion of renewable energy. Masayuki Naoshima, Minister for Economy, Trade and Industry, emphasized ‘total national benefits from FITs will be greater than total national burdens’ because they would expand the environment-related market. METI sought to start FIT in 2012 after working out its details within this year. METI’s summary for FITs is unpopular not only for businesses but citizens. Regarding businesses, as mentioned above, as FITs would increase the electricity prices, they are basically against FITs. For instance, the Japan Iron and Steal Federation suggested in a hearing held by METI that FITs would put Japanese iron and steal industries in a disadvantageous position in a global competition with China. Finally and most seriously, citizens are seemingly not for FITs suggested by METI. For an article on this news released by Jiji Tsushin, 84 visitors (Yahoo!Japan News) left 113 comments. Then, among the top 100 comments sorted by the number of  ’agrees’,  there were only 3 comments that clearly supported FITs though the most agreed comment among them was ranked 38th.  According to a brief discourse analysis of mine, citizens (or the visitors) are against FITs mainly because (1) FITs would worsen the income difference between the rich and the poor, (2) households would have to suffer more burdens while businesses would be able to reduce their burdens, and (3) METI’s FIT plan had flaws. Further, many of them did not support FITs because they were unsatisfied with climate change policies of Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), a ruling party, especially on the ’25%’ target and a large amount of money spent to buy credits from China, one of the world largest emitters. The summary of Japanese FITs proposed by METI might be a great first step for Japanese renewable policies. However, it is not sufficiently supported by businesses, environmental groups and citizens. Thus, though it might be difficult to create FITs in which everybody agrees, it is necessary to improve the current ‘everybody is unhappy’ situation.  Especially, it is very much problematic that FITs lacks citizens’ support as they have been recently frustrated with climate change policies of DPJ and DPJ itself. Details of FITs should be carefully examined so that renewable energy can be widely promoted, contributing to the energy security and CO2 emission reduction in Japan. However, successes of FITs or renewable energy policies and climate change policies in Japan depend more on whether public support for them can be increased.

AT: Not enough $ to solve

Feed-in tariff bill is the best hege against climate change – Cost is offset by reduced in the energy sector.

DeWit 9 – Professor of the Political Economy of Public Finance, Rikkyo University and an Asia-Pacific Journal coordinator. With Kaneko Masaru, he is the coauthor of Global Financial Crisis published by Iwanami in 2008 (Andrew, 11/9, “Regime Change Short-Circuited: Carbon Emissions and Japan’s Feed-in Tariff System,” The Asia-Pacific Journal Japan Focus, http://www.japanfocus.org/-Andrew-DeWit/3249) 6/24/11 K. harris

The feed-in tariff secures a number of important objectives in one simple package. First, it guarantees a long-term market to producers of renewable electricity. It therefore removes much of the uncertainty that generally stands as a hurdle to deploying these relatively new and very promising technologies. The policy also ratchets down the subsidization year by year (an aspect known as “degression”), which gives sustainable energy producers incentives to deploy and enhance their technology as rapidly as possible. And since the policy also spreads the cost widely and very thin, it avoids undue burdens on any particular interest group or region. Another positive aspect is that the state is not paying from its own coffers. So the policy avoids putting pressure on the public finances, a critical matter at a time when many countries, and most especially Japan, are confronting escalating fiscal stress. Introducing a feed-in tariff is hardly innovative on Japan's part. Japan has joined about 50 other countries in a global movement that uses these incentivist policies to encourage the diffusion of sustainable energy. That, as I said, is the good news. But in this short piece, I want to examine the bad news: the continuing attack on the Japanese feed-in tariff as well as the system’s multiple shortcomings due to continually incoming artillery from vested interests. In Japan, as elsewhere, a host of objections have been raised against the renewable energy and the feed-in tariff. Opponents claim that the costs of the tariff are very high, that renewables are at best “boutique” energy sources, and so on. But most of these criticisms are as specious, misinformed, or outright fictions as the arguments against public health insurance that we hear from the US public debate over health-care reform. The fact is that feed-in tariffs and other policies are becoming standard policies for fostering the sustainable energy shift that is clearly essential to get out of the current recession as well as deal with climate change.

***Answers To:

AT: Perm solves the Link

The Permutation would be a terrible idea and massively unpopular with Parliament

Beckner Et Al 3 - senior associate at The O'Gara Company, a strategic advisory company in Washington, DC (July, Christian, Kurt M. Campbell is senior vice president and director of the International Security, Yuki Tatsumi is research associate of the International Security Program at CSIS, U.S.-Japan Space Policy,

“A Framework for 21st Century Cooperation”, http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/taskforcereport.pdf AG) 
Japan can draw up a similar ledger of costs and benefits from any move to alter its space policy relationship with the United States. Like the United States, it could easily make the argument, “Why change?” In the current relationship, Japan maintains strong ties with the United States in a few priority areas (e.g. environmental monitoring, International Space Station) but retains the prerogative for independent action. If Japan were to strengthen its ties with the United States, it could lead the country to a state of dependency, both in commercial and security terms. Japanese firms might find themselves stuck in the low-value stage of the space value chain. If Japan had a serious disagreement with the United States on a major security issue, it could find itself ill-equipped to part ways (a low-probability scenario). Another potential obstacle to change is Japan’s traditional support for the non-militarization of space, embodied in the 1969 Diet Resolution on the use of space. If Japan’s government were to align itself more closely with the United States on space policy, it could face a rebellion from elected officials who support the country’s post-World War II pacifist stance, and a backlash from the general public, which has been divided over the issue of revising Article 9 of the Constitution and related policy shifts. xxxix These factors provide a rationale for Japan to pursue an independent space policy, rather than focus on international cooperation. But they are offset by a set of other factors that provide positive incentives for cooperation with the United States. First, cooperation is cost-effective. Japan’s space budget is small in comparison with the United States. Its past investments in the development of autonomous capabilities, such as the H-II and H-IIA launch vehicles, have been expensive and difficult to justify on economic terms alone, especially in cases where foreign private industry can already supply superior technology at a lower cost. If Japan were to pool its costs with the United States on leading-edge systems and technologies instead of outmoded ones, it would achieve superior returns on investment and could lead to greater spillover effects in the broader economy. Second, an agreement could facilitate standardization and compatibility of key technologies (e.g., GPS and QZSS), promoting positive secondary economic effects in Japan’s economy. As mentioned earlier, Japan has the highest market penetration of vehicle-based positioning systems in the world, and has a leading position in the deployment of GPS location-based services on mobile phones. Japan can use this ‘early adopter’ position to continue to grow its market share for consumer products that use space-based technology. This early market leadership could stall if there is uncertainty or divergence on standards. Center for Strategic and International Studies U.S.-Japan Space Policy: Renewing the Framework For Cooperation 22 Third, Japan’s national security would improve in a new framework of cooperation, due to improved technology and more importantly, to increased real-time collaboration in the areas of intelligence and missile defense. Japan would be better positioned to avert or detect a ballistic missile attack from North Korea if its space systems are integrated with American systems. Defending against a missile attack is a vital national interest for Japan at present, and this integration would increase the country’s security. As with the United States, the benefits outweigh the costs of collaboration. Japan should work to include the following elements in any potential new space policy framework: 1. “Trusted partner” status—real-time access to intelligence from US systems as the rule, not the exception. 2. Narrowing of stringent export controls for products coming from the United States to Japan, including new institutional mechanism to reduce lengthy approval times. 3. Increased subcontractor or supplier role on contracts from U.S. space agencies, in areas where Japan has an existing technological lead. 4. Freedom to engage and partner with Europe on projects. Japan will not want to reduce its ability to work with Europe as a cost of forming a closer relationship with the United States. On balance, the imperatives for cooperation outweigh the current obstacles in both the United States and Japan. But awareness and good intentions are meaningless unless both countries take active steps to negotiate a framework that clarifies the two countries’ common interests, and provides institutions and private companies with the capabilities and incentives to act upon these interests and reap the benefits of cooperation. The next chapter examines the steps that both countries need to take, acting both in common and alone, to create a new space policy relationship. 
Parliment hates US cooperation – LDP, DPJ, and New Komeito support hinge upon unilateral JAXA action

Chino 8 – Senior Staff writer at the Daily Yomuri (Keiko, 12/18, “New rocket development remains up in the air,” The Daily Yomuri, p.ln) 6/23/11 K. Harris

The government's Headquarters for Space Development Strategy, chaired by Prime  recently compiled an outline of its basic space plan and its stance vis-a-vis fiscal 2009's relevant budget outlays. At the same time, however, it failed to reach a consensus on the fate of the GX rocket project aimed at developing a new launch vehicle. The headquarters, which plays a pivotal role in the country's space program, was established at the end of August following the enactment of the basic space law that was jointly proposed by theLiberal Democratic Party, New Komeito and the Democratic Party of Japan. Its first job attracted considerable attention as it was related to a decision on whether to discontinue the public-private sector GX rocket project. However, the headquarters' decision was somewhat ambiguous. On Dec. 2, the government promised to proceed with the manufacturing of a new engine being developed for the GX rocket by the public sector, and conduct terrestrial combustion tests. But it stopped short of approving the development of the rocket itself, putting off a final decision until summer 2009. There have been growing calls within the government to scrap the GX rocket project. The DPJ is not happy with the way the project's completion is regarded as a foregone conclusion. IHI Corp., which spearheads the private sector's campaign for the project, and several lawmakers favor the continuation of the project. Against this backdrop, it was decided to proceed with the development of the engine, the only noncontentious area for those involved in the project. Discord among them has thus been quieted down for the time being. Of particular note is the fact a decision was made to redefine the reason for developing a new launch vehicle without sufficient discussions and explanations to the public. Measures to deal with the rocket's various launch purposes and a contribution to Japan-U.S. cooperation have been cited by the headquarters as significant. The headquarters no longer cites the development of a high-function, low-cost, reliable commercial launch vehicle as its main target, simply publicizing the goal of helping to promote industry. The Education, Science and Technology Ministry's space development committee had planned to recommend the project be scrapped because it deemed the project's primary goal unattainable. The Dec. 2 decision seems to have made the committee's recommendation less relevant. Some involved in the project have said the circumstances surrounding the GX rocket have changed since the implementation of the basic law. "With the emergence of national security needs, it wouldn't make sense if [the country] stuck rigidly to its original purpose," according to one source. However, it appears there were efforts to proceed arbitrarily with the development of the GX rocket by burying the process and related problems. This is unacceptable to the public. An IHI briefing at a meeting of experts last month foreshadowed the change of intended purpose. Suggesting that the GX project's significance lies in the area of Japan-U.S. cooperation, IHI representatives thus raised the status of the concerned U.S. companies--suppliers of rocket components--and defined the project as being desirable in the eyes of the public and private sectors of Japan and the United States. IHI also said if GX rockets were launched from the U.S. Air Force's facilities, Japan might be able to access the U.S. satellite launch market and the U.S. Air Force might opt for the GX rocket as its next-generation launch vehicle. In addition, the IHI representatives said the Defense Ministry also could use the proposed rocket for defense purposes. IHI explained that the company had maintained for some time that the GX rocket should be developed on the basis of Japan-U.S. cooperation. In saying the project's raison d'etre lay in Japan-U.S. cooperation, IHI's comments surprised others involved with the rocket. The headquarters also was criticized for agreeing to allow IHI to explain its position. The headquarters' Dec. 2 statement appears to go along with IHI's stance. However, the headquarters denied that it had been wooed by IHI's argument. The headquarters said it would dispatch officials to the United States to gather information from the U.S. Defense and State departments, among others, to substantiate IHI's claims. Officials from the headquarters said if the rocket project was pursued as a joint Japan-U.S. plan, the U.S. government should assure the Japanese government it would use the GX rocket and buy the new engine. They also said the headquarters planned to ask whether the Defense Ministry intended to share development costs and use of the rocket. DPJ lawmakers also have raised questions about the program, saying the rocket could hardly be considered a vehicle for national defense because Japan has to rely on the United States for the rocket's key technologies and launch facilities. "Why should we agree to work with U.S. companies and use U.S. launching facilities? We'll agree to the development of a new engine, but we'll deal with the other matters on a case by case basis," a DPJ lawmaker said. This is a welcome approach, because bowing to pressure from the project's advocates has meant policy decisions regarding the rocket have repeatedly been made without informing the public. However, concerns also have been voiced over the fact that all discussions regarding the rocket are held behind closed doors. Meeting summaries are disclosed, but the names of speakers are kept under wraps and their words are summarized, making it difficult to discern the flow of discussion and intention. Several government officials have claimed remarks deemed disadvantageous to the GX rocket were deleted. If this is true, it makes it difficult to discern the truth. While it is important to confirm demand for the rocket and the technologies behind it, it is unclear whether fairness can be ensured. Plans for the GX rocket have repeatedly been altered, but the public is not even aware of the purpose and type of rocket to be developed. Despite the opacity of the project, taxpayers' money has nevertheless been spent. The government must inform the public at each stage of the project and make the decision-making process transparent. Those lawmakers who support the project should publicly explain their positions. The headquarters must clarify where responsibility for the project lies.

The Perm coopts support for the feed-in tariff bill.

Beckner 3 - senior associate at The O'Gara Company, a strategic advisory   company in Washington, DC, Junior Fellow at the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown, worked on corporate relations for the American Institute for   Contemporary German Studies at Johns Hopkins University, Bachelor of Arts in   International Relations and English from Stanford University, and he has Master of Business   Administration and Master of Science in Foreign Service at Georgetown University (Christian, “U.S.-Japan Space Policy:   A Framework for 21  st   Century Cooperation,” CSIS, p.19) 6/25/11 K. Harris

Another potential obstacle to change is Japan’s traditional support for the non-militarization  of space, embodied in the 1969 Diet Resolution on the use of space.  If Japan’s government   were to align itself more closely with the United States on space policy, it could face a   rebellion from elected officials who support the country’s post-World War II pacifist stance,   and a backlash from the general public, which has been divided over the issue of revising  Article 9 of the Constitution and related policy shifts.  xxxix 

More ev – Japan reliance on US is no longer required. 

Dinerman 4 – editor and publisher of SpaceEquity.com (August 23, Taylor, The Space Review, “Dancing on eggs: US space cooperation with China”, http://www.thespacereview.com/article/212/1 AG) 


It should also be based on the overriding principal that the US will only cooperate with China in ways that do not upset our regional friend and allies. In this regard, it would be best if we approached the Chinese almost entirely through our Japanese friends. The US and Japan should first work out the broad goals that both nations wish to achieve in their space relations with China, and then the US should let the Japanese take the lead in negotiating the whole package of cooperative agreements. There are recent precedents to the idea of letting another nation take the lead and allowing the US to follow. Under Ronald Reagan, the US allowed France to determine much of the US policy in Africa. When Aznar was prime minister of Spain, the US would often follow Madrid’s lead in its relations with Latin America. Giving Japan the leading role in these negotiations will not require any dramatic shifts in US policy, nor will it require the Japanese to commit to any new major expenditures. Instead, it will be the beginning of a long process—one that will involve much feeling out of the other side and a lot of subtle interactions.Japan has a far greater stake in the peace and security of Northeast Asia than the US. Likewise, China’s pollution problems have a greater direct and lasting impact on Japan’s environment and quality of life than on the US. Japan is beginning to make a real contribution to its own national security and, in doing so, is showing itself to be a mature, and fairly reliable, partner to the US. There is now no reason why Japan cannot take the leading role in these kinds of negotiations, which involve difficult military technological and economic problems. Japan has been a reliable, and low maintenance, partner in the International Space Station (ISS) program. They have delivered their Kibo module to Kennedy Space Center for eventual assembly to the ISS. JAXA, Japan’s space agency, is struggling to define itself and to adapt to its new roles. If it were to become the main go-between and negotiator for the US, and possibly for other US allies, it would gain both visibility and stature with the Japanese government. The Japanese space program could grow into a major national asset instead of being a minor center for technology development and scientific research. The US could work with Japan to figure out the long-term technological and military implications of each part of the China-US-Japan relationship. Japan would find that, as America took its commercial and security interests into account, it would be easier for them to reciprocate. These talks would also fit nicely with Japan’s preference for quiet, and lengthy, negotiations. If the US and China are to find a way to cooperate in space, neither the US nor China should be expected to sacrifice their national interests. Both nations have a stake in the security and prosperity of Japan, which is, after all, the main economic locomotive of the region. It is, therefore, logical to expect Japan to take the lead in bringing the US and China together to work on major international space projects. 
Japan wants a independent space policy but is stopped by pressures from the US. 

Seungjoo 2k – (Lee, “Autonomy or International Cooperation? The Japanese Space Industry Responds to U.S. Pressure," Business and Politics: Vol. 2: Iss. 2, Article 5) 
This conflict over the space industry poses an interesting theoretical puzzle. First, developmental state theory conceptualizes Japan as a strong and ‘smart’ state with a government capable of strategically responding to foreign pressure while skillfully controlling domestic forces. 3 It is seen to possess developmental goals and consistent strategies to achieve them. 4 Resting upon a conceptual backdrop of state–business reciprocity, Richard Samuels argues that the government and industry see national (high) technologica l autonomy as important for military as well as broader economic security—a phenomenon he calls ‘techCorrespondence: Seungjoo Lee, Doctoral Candidate, University of California, Berkeley, CA, USA. 1369-5258/00/020225-26 Ó 2000 Taylor & Francis Ltd DOI: 10.1080/1369525002000647 0 225 Reprinted by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 2011Seungjoo Lee nonationalism’. In a technonationalis t agenda, therefore, Japan pursues national economic strength through the rapid indigenization , diffusion, and development of high technologies. 5 Second, drawing on strategic trade theory, many scholars argue that high technology industries such as the space industry are likely to stimulate active government action and they further argue that those efforts will be largely unimpeded by domestic complications . Helen Milner and David YofŽ e argue that ‘government ofŽ cials are more apt to favor the strategic trade demands from high technology industries, because they are perceived as having potential as a future source of competitiveness ’. 6 From this perspective, as guardian of the national interest, the Japanese government will respond strategically if high technology industries are under foreign pressure because it sees these industries as a source of future growth. 7 Therefore, this school would predict that the Japanese would pursue a concerted strategy of industrial dominance in high technology industries. However, the space industry case challenges this conventional wisdom’s understanding of the Japanese political economy. The space industry should have been an ‘easy case’ for these theories, yet they failed to predict the actual outcome. The Japanese response to U.S. pressure was less strategic than expected. 8 In addition, the goal of autonomy, which Japan had pursued for more than three decades, was largely abandoned under U.S. pressure. To explain this unexpected result it is necessary to examine exactly what constitutes the Japanese response to U.S. pressure. 9 In dealing with U.S. pressure, under what conditions and through what mechanisms did Japan succeed or fail to translate its strategic goals into policy choices? I argue that the Japanese government’s translation of strategic considerations into policy choices was influenced by the institutiona l arrangements structuring the way key actors interact in a given industry. The institutiona l structure in the space industry signicantly conditioned key actors’ interests and created different incentives for them to defend their goals. That is, Japan’s unexpected policy change from autonomy to international cooperation was closely related to the disintegration of strategic consensus among the key actors. This collapse mainly derived from actors’ changing interests in the face of U.S. pressure, which in turn was considerably constrained by the institutiona l structure in the space industry. Therefore, I will examine the interests of relevant actors in relation to their organizational goals, and the pattern of interaction under institutiona l constraints. I hypothesize that when jurisdictiona l boundaries among government agencies are not clearly dened but instead overlap, Japan will have trouble translating its strategic goals into policy outcomes. In the case of the space industry, before U.S. pressure the goal of autonomous development was shared among government actors. However, in the face of U.S. pressure and the changing structure of the industry, their interests began to diverge. The diverging interests among government actors were mainly due to the growing in� uence of user companies. U.S. pressure further accelerated this divergence. As a result, the Japanese government actors redeŽ ned the existing autonomous development policy in terms of their organizationa l objectives, their level of autonomy vis-a`-vis the industry actors, and the scope of their policy instruments, all of which affected 226 http://www.bepress.com/bap/vol2/iss2/art5Autonomy or International l Cooperation ? Japan’s overall capacity to respond to U.S. pressure. That is, U.S. pressure dismantled the existing consensus in Japan. This in turn brought an end to the Japanese government’s autonomous development policy. This line of argument could be extended to other industries with similar structures: those where technological change is rapid, bureaucratic jurisdiction unclear, and market forces strong. 10 Under such conditions government actors are often not able to adopt a uniŽ ed position in dealing with U.S. pressure and thus make policy shifts. The applications satellite industry is a good test case for the existing explanations of Japanese political economy. Given its huge spillover effects onto other industries, Japan should have maintained its momentum for nurturing the satellite industry indigenously . However, Japan gave up this effort because key actors’ interests diverged in the face of U.S. pressure. In the following sections of this article, I explore the institutiona l structure and its impact on key actors in the space industry. Then I trace the process whereby key actors in the Japanese satellite industry interacted with each other in the face of U.S. pressure. 11 Finally I examine the impact of U.S.–Japan negotiation s on the Japanese space industry. As a point of departure, however, we must Ž rst examine Japan’s approach to this industry prior to U.S. pressure. There is ample evidence that Japan realized the strategic importance of the satellite industry. First, the Japanese government provided massive support to this segment of the space industry, anticipating the satellite industry to be a most prominent candidate for the ultimate goal of commercial success. Thanks to government support, the satellite industry, together with the rocket industry, showed rapid growth and now accounts for the largest portion of the Japanese space industry. 12 When the U.S. government invoked its bluntest trade weapon, Super 301, in 1989, it unsurprisingl y chose the Japanese satellite industry as a primary target for retaliation. 13 Second, Japan thought a robust satellite industry would create enormous positive externalities, not only in other segments of the space industry but also throughout its economy more generally. Given that the Japanese rocket industry had not yet achieved international competitiveness in commercial launching, a large number of domestically manufactured satellites were needed to prevent a loss of payload s for Japanese launch vehicles and to achieve the necessary economies of scale for Japanese rocket producers to become competitive in the world market. The Japanese government also recognized that the satellite industry’s huge spillover effects were not conŽ ned to the space industry. These positive externalities ranged from the satellite communications service industry to the medical, energy and environmental sectors. The Japanese government clearly kept these effects in mind in promoting and protecting the satellite industry. The Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI), for instance, identiŽ ed the areas to which the satellite industry could bring both spin-on and spin-off effects, including satellite telecommunication s systems, PC software, remote sensing, electric heater thruster, and cryogenic propellant insulation technology, among others. 14 The United States was equally aware of the possible spillover effects of a thriving space industry and thus was particularly sensitive to Japanese movements in the area. 

***Card Takes Out Aerospace/Hege Solvency***
Japan wants to pursue a more autonomous space program but is stopped by US unilateral interests. 

Seungjoo 2k – (Lee, “Autonomy or International Cooperation? The Japanese Space Industry Responds to U.S. Pressure," Business and Politics: Vol. 2: Iss. 2, Article 5) 
Conflict over the space industry started in the mid-1980s when the United States pushed Japan to open the door to the private sector market in the Japanese space industry. The dispute came to a head in May 1989 when the United States designated the Japanese government’s practices of satellite procurement under the Super 301. 46 In the course of the conflict, however, it became obvious that the United States’ concern went well beyond the narrow issue of market access. The Super 301 designation of the satellite industry resulted from U.S. recognition that satellites had become one of the key industries in which Japan challenged U.S. leadership in the world market. 47 At the same time, the United States saw the Japanese autonomous development policy as the potential source of a long-term technological and commercial challenge to the U.S. space industry. The timing of the challenge suggests that the United States was pursuing a two-tiered goal: to deny Japanese arms the luxury of the captive government market, and to undermine Japan’s perceived industrial strategy, the autonomous development policy. 48 Not coincidentally , Washington designated Japan’s satellite industry just as the latter launched a multi-functiona l satellite, a major success on the road to the commercialization of its space industry. 49 The U.S. government believed that Japan could become a formidable competitor in the near future if it continued to independently develop applications satellites. By seeking to force Japan to discard the autonomous development policy, the United 235 Reprinted by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 2011Seungjoo Lee States tried to prevent Japan’s early industrial achievements from spreading into commercial success. Moreover, the United States was concerned about the potential spillover effects from Japan’s satellite production into other industries. With the introduction of mobile telecommunication s technology, global positionin g system (GPS), and remote sensing in the 1980s, the satellite-related business seemed to promise high-growth. With these new developments unfolding in the late 1980s, proponents of applying Super 301 became stronger within the U.S. government. Undersecretary of Commerce J. Michael Farren’s testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on the Japanese space industry on 4 October 1989, illustrates this point: In 1978, Japan established a policy of developing an indigenous capability in space applications , particularly satellites. To the Japanese, satellites are not an industry unto itself but a window on the whole space industry for the 21st century. Japan is looking to [aero]space as a source for its future growth and prosperity. The Japanese Ministry of International Trade and Industry stresses that growth in aerospace leads to growth in other industry areas. MITI’s ‘space industry tree’ branches out into the automotive, energy and electronics industries among others. Why do they continue to support an indigenous satellite development policy despite when high quality, less expensive satellites can be purchased outright from other sources? 50
A2: Indict 
Prefer our evidence – our authors are extremely qualified, have diverse expert areas, and conducted the study for over a year. Here’s evidence proving it. 

Campbell 3 - senior vice president and director of the International Security (July, Christian, Kurt M. is, U.S.-Japan Space Policy,

“A Framework for 21st Century Cooperation”, http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/taskforcereport.pdf AG) 

This project on the prospects and consequences for enhanced U.S.–Japan Strategic Cooperation in Space is the product of a rich, interdisciplinary research agenda undertaken by the International Security Program of the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, D.C. over the last twelve months. While various aspects of enhanced cooperation between the United States and Japan have received considerable attention in recent years, there has been a conspicuous absence of analysis and commentary concerning the legacy of and possibilities for American and Japanese bilateral cooperation in space. At the onset of a new strategic era marked by profound international uncertainty, the United States and Japan now stand at a critical juncture in their bilateral relationship. While economic tensions and contrasting political agendas have marked much of the history of U.S.–Japan relations, the relationship has matured in recent years into a deep partnership that encompasses a wide range of global and regional issues. The trade frictions that poisoned the relationship in the 1980s and early 1990s have receded somewhat, and there is currently a more powerful sense of commitment in both capitals to help maintain a strong security alliance in an unexpectedly dangerous post-Cold War environment. The way the United States and Japan interact in space is likely to be one of the more important, and indeed interesting, arenas for potential cooperation in the future. Space policy is truly multi-dimensional, and decisions regarding the allocation of resources, structure international cooperation agreements, and establishment of industry-wide standards touch on a number of crucial policy areas. Virtually every major step in space invariably affects the security, commerce, trade, science and information technology agendas of each nation. Participants in this project have engaged in various aspects of space policy in their professional capacities, either while in government or when developing policy recommendations in the private sector. The participants themselves were drawn from a broad range of expert areas to bring contrasting perspectives into the analysis. The result, we hope, is a commonsense and coherent set of policy recommendations backed up by strong analysis of how the United States and Japan can achieve greater cooperation in space. There was a strong consensus about the need to revise the existing policy framework for affecting and implementing cooperation between the two great nations of the Pacific. With ongoing and growing concerns between the United States and Europe over the Galileo project, participants in this study were mindful of the need to challenge the current status quo for doing bilateral business in space. We would like to thank a number of participants who provided insights, encouragement, and commentary in the production of this paper. Our gratitude goes to: William Breer, Jessica Cox, Kristina Chambers, Joe Dorfler, Robin Laird, James Lewis, Mary McCarthy, Carola McGiffert, Derek Mitchell, Kevin Nealer, Rick Nelson, Michael O’Hanlon, and Tsuneo Watanabe, who each provided invaluable comments both in person at brainstorming sessions and in extensive edits of working drafts. Christian Beckner receives enormous credit for his masterful handling of the tasks of principal author of the task force document, iii as does Yuki Tatsumi, the project coordinator and translator of the report. Our thanks also go to ITOCHU, Boeing, Lockheed Martin, and Mitsubishi International for their support and interest in our effort. While the CSIS team benefited enormously from the active support of this distinguished and diverse community of experts and commercial players, we take full responsibility for the intellectual product, ideas, and initiatives advanced in the Task Force report. It is our collective hope that in a small way these recommendations will help take U.S.–Japan cooperation in space to a higher level, literally.  
AT: Renewable energy used now

Japanese renewable energy use low now.

Gipe 3/15 – of Climate Crocks’ most valuable players in understanding and promoting renewable energy, and policies (Paul, 11, “What Japan Could Do if It Followed Germany’s Lead on Renewable Energy,” Climate Crocks, http://climatecrocks.com/2011/04/15/what-japan-could-do-if-it-followed-germanys-lead-on-renewable-energy/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

Japan generates only 1% of its 1,025 TWh of electricity consumption per year from new renewables. In contrast, Germany generates 14% of its supply from wind turbines, biomass plants, and solar panels, and another 3% from previously existing hydro plants. Nuclear power provides one-quarter of Japan’s electricity supply. The plants at Fukishima 1 alone provided nearly 3% of Japan’s electricity.

AT: Wind energy used readily now

Wind energy use low now- They have the technology

Gipe 3/15 – of Climate Crocks’ most valuable players in understanding and promoting renewable energy, and policies (Paul, 11, “What Japan Could Do if It Followed Germany’s Lead on Renewable Energy,” Climate Crocks, http://climatecrocks.com/2011/04/15/what-japan-could-do-if-it-followed-germanys-lead-on-renewable-energy/) 6/24/11 K. Harris

Japan does not rank in the top ten nations developing wind energy, even though it has a leading wind turbine manufacturer, Mitsubishi, that still builds its wind turbines domestically. Despite its industrial stature, its long coastline and its mountainous interior, Japan ranks 12th in development of wind energy, following Portugal.

AT: Snap Vote

Kan won’t call a snap vote on the energy bill

Sieg 6/23 (Linda is a correspondent for Reuters, “Analysis: Japan PM: long goodbye or bold election gamble?” http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/06/23/us-japan-politics-gamble-idUSTRE75M1KK20110623 6/23/11, I.R.)

Boxed in by rebels in his own party and a defiant opposition, Japan's prime minister calls a snap election as a referendum on reform, setting the stage for a massive victory at the polls. That was maverick Junichiro Koizumi in 2005. Experts say embattled Prime Minister Naoto Kan may be considering something similar to break a political impasse with the promise of ending Japan's reliance on nuclear power and calling a snap poll to seek a mandate for the policy change. For now, that scenario seems less likely than another round of policy deadlock and political maneuvering. But experts say there is a chance Kan might take the gamble rather than become the latest in a long line of short-lived leaders. He is the fifth premier since Koizumi's departure in 2006. "I wouldn't rule out the possibility (of a snap election on energy policy)," said Sophia University professor Koichi Nakano. "Kan is still one of the few politicians in Japan able to do things that are bold and risky. His survival instincts are quite strong and unmatched by recent Japanese prime ministers," Nakano added. Kan's four predecessors all lasted about a year or less.

AT: Kan Resignation -> FIT Passage
Kan’s promise to resign effected passage of the second extra Japanese budget bill – LDP officials have made clear there’s no interaction with the climate bill.

Dow Jones Newswires 6/21 (11, “Japan's Kan Set To Step Down Before Mid-Aug, Says DPJ Lawmaker –Kyodo,” WSJ, http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20110621-706867.html) 6/21/11 K. Harris

Prime Minister Naoto Kan is set to resign by the end of August after securing parliamentary passage of the second extra budget and a bill needed for the government to issue deficit-covering bonds for fiscal 2011, a ruling party heavyweight said Tuesday, the Kyodo news service reported in its Wednesday morning edition. The Democratic Party of Japan, headed by Kan, and major opposition parties have finally struck a basic deal on the timing of his resignation after weeks of wrangling, the senior lawmaker, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said, Kyodo reported. The DPJ, the Liberal Democratic Party and the New Komeito party agreed that the third extra budget for the year started April, which will be much bigger than the previous ones to finance the rebuilding of areas hit hard by the March 11 earthquake and tsunami, will not be crafted under the leadership of Kan, lawmakers said. Currently, the DPJ-led government is planning to submit the third supplementary budget to the Diet between mid-August and early September. Even a day before the scheduled end of the parliamentary session, political jousting over the timing of Kan's resignation continued until the last minute, Kyodo reported. DPJ Secretary General Katsuya Okada told his counterparts from the two opposition parties that the DPJ wants to extend the session for around 70 days, according to the lawmakers. LDP Secretary General Nobuteru Ishihara told Okada that the party will study whether it can accept the proposed length of the extension, the lawmakers said. Kan, criticized for his perceived lack of leadership, made a last stand to remain in power as long as possible despite relentless pressure for him to step down soon from both ruling and opposition party lawmakers. Kan was persuaded by many senior DPJ lawmakers to step down in July in exchange for winning opposition cooperation on the passage of the second extra budget and the bill to enable the government to secure around 40% of the revenue planned in the annual budget, Kyodo reported. But the embattled premier showed strong determination to also pass a bill aimed at promoting the use of renewable energy in the coming months. At a late night meeting with Okada, Kan eventually offered a compromise, saying he would step down if deliberations on the energy bill were ensured during the current Diet session, the lawmakers said. Okada had previously told the two opposition parties that the DPJ would extend the Diet session for about 50 days, instead of around 120 days as proposed on Monday, in an effort to take into account their concerns that Kan could cling to power longer than necessary. LDP lawmakers had said that the DPJ needed to make clearer when Kan would be replaced and passage of the energy bill should not be used as a bargaining tool. New Komeito chief Natsuo Yamaguchi told a news conference that the Diet needs to conduct careful debate on the bill aimed at introducing a tariff system to oblige utilities to buy electricity generated by renewable energy at fixed prices, Kyodo reported. The energy bill was submitted to the House of Representatives on April 5. But it has yet to be debated by lawmakers in the Diet.

AT: DPJ-LDP Cooperation Impossible

The LDP and the DPJ can work together – Emperics.

Yomiuri 6/22 (11, “FROM SQUARE ONE;  Will the DPJ and LDP unite?;  Coalition could act on quake, key reforms,” The Daily Yomiuri, p.ln) 6/22/11 K. Harris 

In 1955, the divided factions of the JSP reunited, while Jiyuto and Nihon Minshuto (Japan Democratic Party), both conservative, merged to create the Liberal Democratic Party. This established the so-called 1955 regime, in which the JSP and the LDP were the two major political forces. From that time, the LDP maintained its single-party rule through 1993, when a coalition government was formed under Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa. The exception was a period during which the LDP formed a coalition with New Liberal Club under the second Cabinet of Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. The LDP suffered a major setback in the House of Councillors election in July 1989, losing a majority in the upper house. LDP Vice President Shin Kanemaru attempted to form a grand coalition with the JSP, New Komeito and the Democratic Socialist Party, but was unsuccessful. The Tomiichi Murayama Cabinet formed in June 1994 was a three-party coalition of the LDP, the Socialist Democratic Party of Japan (formerly the JSP and currently the SDP) and New Party Sakigake (Pioneers). But the SDPJ had less than half the number of seats as the LDP. Also, lower house elections in those days were held under the multiseat constituency system, and the two-party system had yet to take shape. As a result, the coalition government was never called a grand coalition. The ruling LDP and its coalition partner Komeito suffered a humiliating defeat in the 2007 upper house election, losing a majority in the chamber by a significant margin. Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda, who took up his post after the election, had difficulty handling the so-called divided Diet. He held talks with then DPJ leader Ichiro Ozawa regarding the formation of a grand coalition and Ozawa himself appeared amenable to the idea. Ozawa could not, however, quell opposition within the DPJ, and the idea eventually foundered.

AT: But a Jap FIT passed d00d…

The old feed-in tariff didn’t do shit -  the new bill is key.

Climate Connect 3/26 (11, “Enormous wind, solar energy resource potential available in Japan: Govt report,” http://www.climate-connect.co.uk/Home/?q=node/568) 6/24/11 K. Harris

The feed-in tariff scheme was launched by the government in March 2011. The report expects that there would not be any significant capacity addition in the solar energy capacity solely through the feed-in tariff scheme. In order to achieve substantial capacity addition, technological innovations which bring down the installation costs would be required. Under this scenario, the maximum expected capacity addition is about 72 GW. Under the scenario where feed-in tariffs and subsidies are offered to the consumers, about 26 GW of maximum capacity is expected. Whereas if all the scenarios are combined (feed-in tariffs, subsidies and technological innovations) the maximum possible capacity addition is likely to reach 100 GW. 

***Aff Answers

NU – Kan stepping down now

I don’t know what to do with this card – it’s the only one I have that has considered Kan leaving before it passes

Dickie 6/21 (Mure is the Financial Time’s Tokyo bureau chief, “ Japan keeps its cool with innovations ” http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/80ebc8ae-9c20-11e0-acbc-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1Q4PkyQ6D 6/23/11, I.R.)

There is a wider moral here. The electricity crisis has demonstrated that Japan is well placed both to pioneer new ways to conserve power and to extend its influence in renewable energy technology. But this year’s crunch will not be enough. What businesses really need is assurance that demand for technologies and products that reduce reliance on conventional electricity generation will not falter once the nuclear and thermal power stations that are currently offline are restarted or replaced. A good start would be early enactment of a renewable energy law that would strengthen an existing feed-in tariff scheme to encourage generators of solar, wind and other renewable energies. Naoto Kan, the prime minister, is keen to push the bill through the Diet, but its prospects are unclear as rivals jostle to accelerate his promised departure from office. Whoever replaces Mr Kan should move quickly to pass the bill and to draw up a clear energy policy. Judicious support for power conservation and clean electricity could turn this crisis into a turning point. And that would really be cool.
No link - LDP

LDP doesn’t like space exploration – CP pleases the wrong political party

Chino and  Shimbun 08 ( Keiko and Yomiuri are staff writers for The Daily Yomiuri, “Space development proves financial black hole” March 22nd 08, http://www.lexisnexis.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/lnacui2api/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T12225261758&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T12225261730
&cisb=22_T12225261761&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=145202&docNo=1 6/23/11, I.R.)

Astronaut Takao Doi's recent installation of the first logistics module of Japan's Kibo laboratory on the International Space Station instilled a sense of pride in Japanese over their first "territory" in space. But many citizens also harbor skepticism over the cost-efficiency of the government's 1 trillion yen, 20-year construction plan. On the political front, lawmakers have started to review previous space development policies. The Liberal Democratic Party's special space development committee kicked off in February a holistic review of space-related policies. Last year, the LDP submitted a basic space bill to the Diet to review policies that have prioritized the development of space technology. The bill calls for the establishment of a space development strategy headquarters, to be chaired by the prime minister, to allow the country to conduct research aimed at industrial and security purposes. The LDP is discussing measures on setting up both a system and an organization on the assumption the bill will be passed. Discontent within the space industry has prompted the LDP to review its space policies. Of the government's 250 billion yen space development budget, which has declined over the past several years, 180 billion yen is allotted to the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), the only space organization in the country, which places orders with companies for machines and equipment. An official of the Society of Japanese Aerospace Companies, an aerospace industry organization, said that since 2003, government demands have fallen more than budget cuts, resulting in less funds trickling down to aerospace firms. With many companies withdrawing from the aerospace industry, the official said the society is concerned about the hollowing and weakening of the aerospace sector. Post-2010 policies have fanned fears among aerospace companies that their share of the pie could be further reduced, as an annual 40 billion yen would be needed to operate the country's manned experimental laboratory. Aerospace companies and researchers have complained about budget cuts to other space projects as a result of the International Space Station plan being given priority. As such, the review could be said to have started at a time when construction of the manned experimental laboratory has reached a turning point. The Democratic Party of Japan, which also is looking into passing a basic space law, plans to compile an interim report in the near future on the use of space for security, and encourage private companies to enter the space sector. A DPJ lawmaker said anyone interested in space development can see the limits of the current system. "We should try to overcome the current situation, in which space development ends with research, and promote development in a wide range of fields," he said. Policies that have engendered complaints should be reviewed. In particular, space development should introduce the concept of time frames and deadlines, two elements that hitherto have largely been ignored. The International Space Station has been ridiculed as a project endlessly said to be "seven years from completion." This is due to numerous factors, including the effect of U.S. budgets. Delays and estimate-busting budget increases have become part and parcel of the development of satellites and rockets. If the government continues in this vein, by the time the International Space Station is finished, terrestrial technologies will be far more advanced, and social and economic circumstances will have changed--a scenario that would mean companies lose out on opportunities to put space development to practical and industrial uses. It has become difficult for people to understand the reasons behind space development.

The JCP dislikes space militarization

AFP 09 ( Agence France-Presse is one of the three great international news agencies, employing about 1,320 staff journalists and photographers and almost as many regular freelance contributors around the world, 5/9/09, “Japan Looks to Space for Military Use” http://www.defensenews.com/story.php?i=3520799 6/21/11, I.R.)

TOKYO - Japanese lawmakers voted May 9 to allow the military use of space, breaking a decades-old taboo in the officially pacifist country, which has an increasingly ambitious space program. The move came during a rare fence-mending visit to Japan by President Hu Jintao of China, which alarmed Japan last year by conducting a test to shoot down a satellite. A lower house committee voted to reverse a 1969 parliamentary resolution that limited Japan's use of space to non-military applications. The bill is certain to pass in parliament, as both Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda's Liberal Democratic Party and the main opposition Democratic Party, which controls the upper house, support it. Lawmakers said Japan still opposes putting weapons into space but that the 1969 restrictions had stifled innovation, hurting Japanese companies. Advocates also said Japan wanted to remove any legal obstacles to building more advanced spy satellites. "The bottom line of this bill is to stand on the principle of the peaceful use of space but for the government to use space technology to improve people's livelihoods," said a secretary to a ruling-party lawmaker who requested anonymity.  The opposition Japanese Communist Party was against the bill, fearing it would lead to a stronger military. Japan's constitution says the country will never again wage war. Japanese troops have not fired a shot in anger since 1945, although the country has one of the world's largest defense budgets. Japan has stepped up military research after North Korea stunned the world in 1998 by firing a missile over the Japanese mainland into the Pacific. A think tank linked to the Japanese defense ministry has also warned that China's space program could pose a military threat. China last year became the third country to shoot down an object in space after the U.S. and the former Soviet Union, when it downed an old weather satellite with an anti-satellite missile, raising Japanese fears. Japan has been stepping up its space program and is now conducting the most extensive probe of the moon since the U.S. Apollo missions of the 1960s and 1970s. 

No IL

LDP is critical of the DPJs support for JAXA – the CP isn’t seen as a concession

The Daily Yomiuri 10 (“Kan positive on restoring funding for Hayabusa 2”  June 17, 2010 http://www.lexisnexis.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/lnacui2api/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T12225261758&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T12225261730&cisb=22_T12225261761&treeMax=true&treeWidth
=0&csi=145202&docNo=5 6/23/11, I.R.)
Prime Minister Naoto Kan and some members of his Cabinet say they will support increasing the budget for developing a successor to the Hayabusa space probe. Kan expressed support for a funding boost--which would reverse an earlier cut to the Hayabusa 2 budget--during Tuesday's House of Councillors session, at which he praised Hayabusa's successful return to Earth on Sunday after a seven-year space voyage. A budget review session held by the Democratic Party of Japan-led government last year decided to reduce the development budget for Hayabusa 2. Hayabusa is owned by the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency. Funding of 1.7 billion yen for Hayabusa 2 in fiscal 2010 was initially requested of the government, led at the time by the Liberal Democratic Party. However, the allocation was cut to 50 million yen soon after the Yukio Hatoyama administration was launched. Citing the need for cost-cutting measures, the budget review session further reduced Hayabusa 2 funding to 30 million yen, along with cuts to the budgets of other scientific projects. During Tuesday's upper house session, Kan said the achievements of Hayabusa meant he would consider allocating sufficient funds from the budget for the development of a successor probe. Tatsuo Kawabata, who as education, culture, sports, science and technology minister supervises JAXA, said at a press conference following a Cabinet meeting Tuesday, "[Hayabusa] achieved a lot, so we'll think about [increasing funding] based on those achievements." Renho, who is state minister in change of government revitalization and served as a member of the budget review panel, said: "I haven't been involved in space development. I don't think we should insist on [the budget cut decided by] the review session." The opposition bloc was critical of the suggested about-face on funding for the project. In the upper house session, LDP Diet member Shoji Nishida said the DPJ's about-face contradicted Renho's assertion during the review session that Japan does not need to be No. 1 in the world in supercomputer development.

Link Turn – Plan Unpopular 

Space proposals are unpopular with the Japanese – DPJ popularity hinges upon dissolution of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency.

Kallender-Umezu 10 (Paul, 5/3, “Japan Urged To Break up JAXA and Establish New Space Agency,” Space News International, http://spacenews.com/policy/100503-japan-urged-breakup-jaxa.html) 6/20/11 K. Harris

TOKYO — A report delivered April 20 to the head of Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism — the nation’s policy lead for space — is recommending the government break up the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and establish a new space agency within the prime minister’s cabinet by August. The five-page report, “Suggestions for Japan’s Strategic Space Policy,” advises that the new unnamed agency be controlled by a small executive committee of around five experts reporting directly to Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama and his top cabinet official for space policy, Seiji Maehara, the 48-year-old minister for land, infrastructure, transport and tourism. Critically, the new agency would centralize control of program management and budgeting for all of Japan’s taxpayer-funded space programs, Takafumi Matsui, chairman of the advisory committee that wrote the report, told Space News. In an April 27 interview, Matsui said the report, which was requested by Maehara in February, will serve as a key planning document for government officials seeking to overhaul Japan’s space program to make it more responsive to national needs. Policy making and budget authority for Japan’s publicly funded space activities was split between competing ministries following a series of administrative reforms beginning in the late 1990s. Currently, policy and planning is the responsibility of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism while the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) oversees Japan’s space budget. Further complicating matters, JAXA is a so-called Independent Administrative Institution (IAI), semi-autonomous entities Japan created in 1998 during reforms that kept government ministries in charge of policy and planning while transferring operating functions to IAIs empowered to act more like private corporations. JAXA, which was created in 2003 through the merger of three separate organizations, reports to MEXT, not the space policy planners at the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. Matsui said Japan needs to radically and rapidly reform its space development activities in line with the electoral mandate of the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), which swept to power in August 2009 promising to establish political control over Japan’s bureaucracy. “This is a revolutionary scheme that says we [the political leadership advised by specialists and the user community] will make the plan and they [the bureaucracy] will just implement the projects,” he said. The changes recommended in the report also are meant to respond to legislation, known as the Basic Law for Space Activities, that Japan’s Diet passed in 2008 requiring the government to institute cabinet-controlled management of the nation’s space programs. The report specifically recommends that the new agency be lean, and that it be formed before Japan’s 2011 space budget request is submitted to the finance ministry this August, said Shinichi Nakasuka, vice chairman of the advisory committee and professor of aeronautics and astronautics at the University of Tokyo. “We strongly feel that we should establish an effective organization as soon as possible … in time for the Japanese financial plan for fiscal 2011,” Nakasuka said in an April 25 interview. Matsui said JAXA needs to be broken up into smaller units, and reorganized into project groups focused on specific objectives, Matsui said. In particular, Matsui said he favors the re-establishment of an organization focused on space-based science and astronomy similar to the old Institute of Space and Astronautical Science, which was merged into JAXA in 2003. John Logsdon, a long-time observer of Japanese space policy issues and professor at George Washington University’s Space Policy Institute in Washington, said the report is the latest attempt to make the Japanese space effort more relevant to the country’s economic and security interests. “The idea is to get at least most of the space effort out from under the control of the [research and development]-oriented ministry, MEXT, and to focus that effort on projects driven by industry interests in selling space systems and services to global markets and by a desire to develop space capabilities relevant to Japanese security interests,” Logsdon said April 28. “This is a fundamental shift in emphasis, and is likely to be resisted by the engineering-oriented staff of JAXA and the MEXT officials to whom JAXA reports. It’s not clear that the DPJ is strong enough politically to push through such a change before elections this year.” Matsui agreed that adoption of the report’s recommendations is not assured. He said how many of the report’s recommendations will be implemented depends on how much political support the minister can muster within the Democratic Party of Japan. Matsui estimated the chances of the recommendations being implemented as “better than 50/50.”  

Impact Turns

Japan needs nuclear power, energy bill kills it

Horie 6/20 (Masatsugu is a reporter for Bloomberg News, “ Japan Needs Nuclear as Main Energy: Mori ” http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-06-20/japan-needs-nuclear-as-main-energy-kansai-electric-s-mori-says.html 6/21/11, I.R.)

Japan needs nuclear power as its main energy source and the country shouldn’t follow European examples in banning new reactors, said Shosuke Mori, chairman of Kansai Electric Power Co., the nation’s second-biggest power producer. “It’s the only way to secure a stable supply of environmentally clean electricity at a relatively low cost,” Mori, who also heads the Kansai Economic Federation, the biggest business lobby in western Japan, said last week in an interview in Osaka. “Nuclear power should keep its current status.” The earthquake and tsunami that crippled Tokyo Electric Power Co.’s Fukushima Dai-Ichi plant in the northeast and Prime MinisterNaoto Kan’s request for Chubu Electric Co. to shut its Hamaoka plant to strengthen disaster defenses have cast doubt on how Japan will meet its energy demands. Kansai Electric, which supplies the country’s second-largest commercial region, joined Tokyo Electric this month in asking users to cut consumption this summer by 15 percent to avert blackouts. Mori said Kansai Electric made the request because four of the company’s 11 reactors shut for regular maintenance haven’t been approved for restart. The move may pressure Panasonic Corp., Sharp Corp. and other companies based in the region around Osaka as they work to recover production after the country’s March 11 disaster. Italian Vote The reactors, located 80 kilometers (50 miles) north of Osaka on the Japan Sea coast in Fukui prefecture, accounted for about 45 percent of Kansai Electric’s total power generation in the year ended March 31, while renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power account for only 1 percent, according to the utility’s website. “The proportion of alternative energy sources will probably increase after Fukushima,” Mori, 70, said. “It may rise to 2 or 3 percent but not to the level that can replace nuclear power because supply is too unstable and expensive.” Mori said referendums on nuclear power, like the one in Italy earlier this month, are “inappropriate” because securing an energy supply is an issue of national security. “Emotional responses shouldn’t dictate our decisions at times like this,” he said. 

<<Nuclear power important card>>

AT: Energy Security Impact

By trying to solve for energy security with just renewable energy we only exacerbate the problem

Randall 11 (Alex is a professor, entrepreneur, communicator and a business developer. He is also a public speaker, professional announcer, and writer. He invented America’s first e-commerce business, created Good news headlines and stars as the Voice of Paradise in the daily “Podcast from Paradise.” Randall taught Psychology, Anthropology, and Sociology for the University of Maryland's Overseas Division on both the undergraduate and graduate levels. “Energy security” Jan. 2011 http://www.energybulletin.net/stories/2011-01-19/energy-security, I.R.)
It has become popular to talk about climate change policy in terms of energy security. Rather than saying we need more renewables, efficient building and public transport to meet climate change targets we now say that we need them to achieve energy security. This trend is likely to continue. In November the British Government will introduce the Energy Security and Green Economy Bill. Eager to influence and improve the Act, development NGOs with climate campaigns and environmental organisations will have to talk about what they want in terms of energy security. If we want to be part of the debate we will have to stop calling for cuts in emissions to protect the world's most vulnerable people. We will have to start saying we must get more energy from renewables to increase energy security. This might appear no different. Just another way of talking about the same thing. Both could involve investing in renewables, reducing the amount of fossil fuels we burn, building efficient buildings. But when we talk about security we mean a world of peace and stability. For us security means peace-building. It means resolving conflicts, not military intervention. It means producing our own energy rather than fighting wars to secure oil and gas from other countries. We waved our ‘no war for oil’ placards in the run up to the Iraq war. For us security means addressing the root causes of instability. We mean changing the things that make the world unstable and prone to conflict: climate change, competition over resources, the gap between rich and poor. When we talk to people about energy security we imagine that they share this vision. But we forget that there are other ways of looking at security. And our vision of security is not the dominant one. The approach that most western governments have to security is the exact opposite. Stability is achieved through the vigorous use of force. ‘Rogue nations’ are contained by military intervention. Insurgents and rebels are contained by special forces. Access to secure supplies of energy is achieved through war. The aim is to keep a lid on instability. Not to question why that instability exists or to do anything about it. The prime example of this approach to security is the ‘War on Terror’. Perhaps we mistakenly think when we talk to people about energy security they buy into our definition of security. Let's not be naive. There is a reason they didn't listen when we talked about preventing drought, floods and disappearing islands. There is a reason they didn't listen when we talked about a just deal in Copenhagen, indigenous land rights and living within our environmental means. It’s because all of these things are inconsistent with their approach to security. In a world with a safe climate, economic justice and fair access to natural resources, their approach to security would be irrelevant. When nowadays we talk about what we want in terms of energy security what we are actually saying is this: our vision for a renewably powered country is consistent with your vision for containing instability using violence. Our vision for energy efficient homes is consistent with your vision for military intervention. Let’s increase energy security by using renewables, but let’s also secure new energy reserves using force. Crucially we say our vision for energy security does not challenge your approach to global security. Our vision for energy security does not require you to do anything about the actually causes of instability and violence. Without thinking we’ve given our support to an approach to dealing with the world’s problems that goes completely against our values. The situation is likely to get worse in the run up to the Energy Security and Green Economy Bill. In being forced to frame our demands for better climate policy in terms of energy security, our efforts to improve the Bill will unwittingly add force to a broader programme that is completely at odds with what we believe 

AT: CP solvency

The Japanese Space program is riddled with political problems

Chino and  Shimbun 08 ( Keiko and Yomiuri are staff writers for The Daily Yomiuri, “Space development proves financial black hole” March 22nd 08, http://www.lexisnexis.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/lnacui2api/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T12225261758&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T12225261730
&cisb=22_T12225261761&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=145202&docNo=1 6/23/11, I.R.)

In addition to the government, the world of politics as a whole has turned a collective blind eye to the situation. The government should draw up goals and raise awareness over project-completion deadlines when allotting budgets, as well as release concrete results and keep the public abreast of developments. For example, this could include details of the technological advances made by Japan in light of the assembly of its experimental space laboratory. The government must conduct a thorough probe and inform the public whether the project was worth the cost, as well as explain its plans for the future. Space development and related technology have never been subject to a unified plan, and different policies have been mapped out for the development of individual satellites and rockets. As a result, these incompatible plans have resulted in a lack of rockets capable of launching satellites. However, it is unlikely space development would advance dramatically, even if the funds requested by aerospace companies were made available. Referred to as a "space village," the world of space development is an exclusive club, and only a few organizations, companies and engineers can become members. In other words, there are many vested interests. Against this backdrop, companies relying on government demands can sit back and relax--as long as the project is not scrapped. Declining budgets have brought an end to the honeymoon period between the two sides, which has resulted in companies growing ever more dissatisfied. The DPJ has said policies that benefit only certain firms are meaningless and attempts must be made to breathe new life into old practices. However, there have as yet been no political attempts to review space development. Hopefully, any road map for the future will be drawn up from a wide perspective.

