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***GOP Will Win***

Yes GOP 

Democrats will lose now—Afghanistan and healthcare

Romano 2010

Andrew June 25, 2010Poll: Afghanistan War Hurting Obama's Support at Homehttp://www.newsweek-interactive.com/2010/06/25/obama-s-approval-ratings-slump-in-latest-newsweek-poll.html?from=rss
In fact, solid majorities of Americans now disapprove of the way the president is handling almost every major challenge confronting his administration—a complete reversal from April 2009. Last year, only 41 percent frowned on Obama's economic leadership; now that number has risen to 58 percent. Then, a mere 27 percent felt negatively about the president's command in Iraq; today, 51 percent disapprove. A whopping 60 percent don't like the way Obama is grappling with the oil spill in the gulf, and the majority of Americans are also critical of his efforts to reform the financial sector—the split there is 53 percent against, 36 percent for. Even health care - the administration's major accomplishment and a purported selling point for the fall midterm elections—isn't a plus. Overall, 43 percent approve of Obama's handling of health care, while 51 percent don't. Newsweek Unless the picture improves, Obama's Democrats will have a hard time retaining their congressional majorities in November. Obama may have run as the change candidate in 2008, but the public's attitude toward the federal government is as negative today as it was during George W. Bush's second term. Only one in five Americans claims to be "basically content" with Washington, while three of every four describe themselves as either frustrated (52 percent) or angry (24 percent). Anger in particular has reached its highest level since NEWSWEEK first asked the question in 1997, and is especially pronounced among groups that tend to swing low-turnout midterm elections toward the GOP: self-identified Republicans (35 percent) and voters between the ages of 50 and 64 (32 percent). Congressional Democrats, whom voters have long preferred to congressional Republicans, are now just as despised as their GOP counterparts: 53 percent of voters disapprove of the former, and 54 percent disapprove of the latter. More than 60 percent of independents, the key swing-vote constituency, disapprove of both.
Yes GOP—Voter Turnout

GOP win – enthusiasm, economy.
Sidoti 6/26/10

LIZ SIDOTI. Analysis: Lack of jobs could undercut Obama win 6/26/10. http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gc3hVsmf2nnrYIxmLaOhO2Ss6olAD9GJ40FG0
WASHINGTON — The sweeping overhaul of the nation's financial industry is President Barack Obama's answer to the nation's outrage over Wall Street bailouts. But come November if more Americans don't have jobs, Democrats in Congress could very well lose theirs, too. That's clearly not lost on party leaders. "This law will send a clear warning: no longer will we allow recklessness on Wall Street to cause joblessness on Main Street," House Speaker Nancy Pelosi declared after the House and Senate reached agreement around dawn Friday on a measure overhauling rules overseeing the financial industry. "The legislation will end the era of taxpayer-funded bailouts and too-big-to-fail financial firms, and it will be fully paid for, with Wall Street footing the bill." Her carefully worded pitch was by design a nod to populist anger coursing through the electorate. The still-fragile economy and persistently high unemployment are by far the foremost issues on voters' minds in a tough election year for the party in power. Democrats are on defense while Republicans have enthusiasm on their side four months before the first midterm elections of Obama's presidency. Democrats are counting on bills like the health care overhaul and the financial regulation to help level the playing field. A remake of U.S. energy policy could be next. 

Yes GOP—Polls 
GOP winning now—polls 
Wall Street Journal, 6-24

[Karl Rove, he former senior adviser and deputy chief of staff to President George W. Bush, “Obama and the woes of the Democrats,” 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704629804575324732508609048.html?mod=googlenews_wsj]

Democrats are acknowledging they'll lose ground in the midterms. The only question is how much. Today, the evidence points to quite a lot.  The most important indicator is the president's job approval. In the Real Clear Politics average of the last two weeks' polls, President Obama has a 48% approval and 47% disapproval rating. This points to deep Democratic losses. The president's approval rating last November was 54% when his party was trounced in New Jersey and Virginia.  On the economy, a mid-June AP poll reported that Mr. Obama has 45% approval, 50% disapproval. That's a dangerous place for any president when jobs are issue No. 1.  The problem is worse in swing areas. Last week's National Public Radio (NPR) poll of the 60 Democratic House seats most at risk this year showed just 37% of voters in these districts agreed Mr. Obama's "economic policies helped avert an even worse crisis and are laying a foundation for our eventual economic recovery"; 57% believed they "have run up a record federal deficit while failing to end the recession or slow the record pace of job losses." Mr. Obama also suffers because his handling of the catastrophic Gulf oil leak has undermined perceptions of his competence. Both national and Louisiana polls rate Mr. Obama's handling worse than the Bush administration's Katrina response, widely viewed as a tipping point in that presidency.  Mr. Obama's failures mean he can't lift his party by campaigning. A Public Policy Poll earlier this month reported that 48% said an Obama endorsement would make them less likely to vote for the candidate receiving it, while only one-third said they would be more likely to vote for a candidate endorsed by the president. Republicans jumped into the lead last November in Gallup's party generic ballot match-ups among all voters, and since March the GOP has led or been tied every single week except one. In the Rasmussen Poll's tracking among likely voters, Republicans have been ahead by an average of seven points, 44% to 37%, since March. This reflects a significant political development—independents breaking for the GOP. Then there is the intensity gap, which is particularly important in midterms. In Gallup, 45% of Republicans are "very enthusiastic" about voting this fall versus 24% of Democrats. This staggering 22-point gap is the largest so far this election year. And in the NPR survey of 60 swing Democratic districts, 62% of Republicans rated their likelihood of voting as 10, the highest. Only 37% of Democrats were similarly excited.  All these trends are influencing individual races. State-by-state surveys show that if the election were today, 49 Democrats and 43 Republicans are poised to win in the Senate. Eight races are too close to call, but Republicans lead in five.  House races are historically much more difficult to predict. But the NPR survey found in the 30 Democrat seats considered most at risk, the GOP leads 48% to 39%. This nine-point margin points to Republican winning virtually all 30 seats. In the next tier of most vulnerable Democratic districts, Republicans lead 47% to 45%, meaning the GOP could take many of those 30 seats. By comparison, in the 10 Republican districts thought at risk, Republicans lead 53% to 37%. Republicans should hold virtually all of those. It will take a net of 10 Senate and 40 House seats for the GOP to win control of the legislative branches. These are big numbers—but they are within reach. 
GOP win – polls.

Washington Post, 6-13

[2010 [“What do we know about November?,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/11/AR2010061104617.html, last accessed 6/29/2010, LS]

The election results and the poll data that followed Tuesday's elections sent a few very clear messages. Outsiders are in and incumbents are out. The Democrats are heading in the wrong direction. And the greatest asset the Democrats have is . . . the Republicans.
Yes GOP—Polls

GOP win – voter demographics, polls.

Geragthy 5-12 
[2010, Jim, staff at National Review, http://www.nationalreview.com/campaign-spot/55564/wsj-nbc-voters-most-interested-midterms-prefer-gop-democrats-56-36] JF
Republicans have solidified support among voters who had drifted from the party in recent elections, putting the GOP in position for a strong comeback in November’s mid-term campaign, according to a new Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll. The findings suggest that public opinion has hardened in advance of the 2010 elections, making it tougher for Democrats to translate their legislative successes, or a tentatively improving U.S. economy, into gains among voters. Republicans have reassembled their coalition by reconnecting with independents, seniors, blue-collar voters, suburban women and small town and rural voters—all of whom had moved away from the party in the 2006 elections, in which Republicans lost control of the House. Those voter groups now favor GOP control of Congress… The voters who said they were most interested in the November elections favor Republican control of Congress by a 20-point margin, with 56% backing the GOP and 36% backing Democrats—the highest gap all year on that question.
Yes GOP—Obama Cred Low

GOP win – approval ratings, Obama.

Abramowitz 6/20

(Alan 6/20/10, Charlottesville Daily Progress, " Some think GOP could win back seats, take control of both chambers ", Alben W. Barkley Professor of Political Science at Emory University.http://www2.dailyprogress.com/cdp/news/opinion/columnists/article/some_think_gop_could_win_back_seats_take_control_of_both_chambers/57418/) AK
With less than five months left until Election Day, many political commentators are asking whether this year's midterm elections could be a reprise of 1994, when Republicans picked up eight seats in the Senate and 54 seats in the House of Representatives to take control of both chambers for the first time in 40 years. There is almost universal agreement that Republicans are poised to make major gains in both the House and the Senate. And while the GOP's chances of gaining the 10 seats needed to take control of the upper chamber appear to be remote, the 39 seats required to take back the House of Representatives may be within reach. There are some striking similarities between the mood of the American people today and the mood of the country 16 years ago. The most important similarity is that President Obama, like President Clinton in 1994, has seen his approval ratings fall below 50 percent, which is generally considered the danger zone for an incumbent president and his party. The Democratic-controlled 111th Congress, like the Democratic-controlled 103rd Congress, is very unpopular, with an approval rating of 21 percent in a May Gallup Poll. And only 24 percent of Americans, according to the same poll, are satisfied with the way things are going in the country. Given these results, it is not surprising that Republicans have been running either even with or ahead of Democrats when voters are asked which party they want to control the next Congress. That was true in the summer of 1994 as well. 

Yes GOP—A2: Incumbency
GOP win – extremists.
Benenson 6-28

Bob. CQ-Roll Call Senior Elections Analyst. Embrace Of Far Right Risky Strategy That Could Pay Off. 6-28-10. http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docid=news-000003691856&topic=Feature. 6-29-10. SK
Embracing Outsiders “It’s always risky to nominate extremists, whether it’s an extreme of the left or the right, because the public is still more centrist,” said Darrell West, the director of governance studies at the Brookings Institution. “But when you’ve got a toxic political environment, strong conservatives or strong liberals can do well if they’re running against the system.” And Michigan Republican operative Rusty Hills professed confidence that while Democrats “will try their hardest to demonize and marginalize GOP candidates, at the end of day most voters will choose change.” 

Yes GOP—Oil Spill
GOP win – oil spill.

Pappas 06/29

[2010 [Alex, staff writer, “Focus groups show Obama losing independents over oil spill”, http://dailycaller.com/2010/06/29/focus-groups-show-obama-losing-independents-over-oil-spill/] JR

Resurgent Republic, a not-for-profit organization made up of high-profile Republicans, released the five-state focus group results Tuesday showing that the BP oil spill has independents concerned about how Obama will perform during a future crisis, such as a terrorist attack. The focus groups were held in June and comprised of independent voters in battle congressional districts in Iowa, Ohio, New Jersey, Arkansas and Florida. Most of those in the focus groups, Gillespie said, voted for Obama in 2008. During the focus groups, independent voters used the words “frustration,” “upsetting,” “confusion,” “incompetence” and “anger” to describe both Obama and BP. They drew comparisons of Obama’s handling of the oil spill to the way the federal government responded to Hurricane Katrina during the Bush administration. “It should be troubling for Democrats should this critique take hold among more swing voters,” the report states.

Yes GOP—Healthcare
GOP win – health care.
Andres 6-22
[2010, Gary, staff writer,” Health Care Legislation = Bad Political Medicine?”, http://www.resurgentrepublic.com/Resurgent%20Republic%20Blog/2010/06/22/health-care-legislation-bad-political-medicine, last access 6/29/2010, LS]

After controlling for a host of political and demographic variables, the authors found voting against health care created a substantial political benefit for GOP candidates. In both January and May, opinion about reform had a statistically significant and electorally important impact on voter sentiment against the Democratic candidate for Senate. Voters who opposed health reform were around 20 percentage points more likely to vote for the Republican candidate.  They also find a growing impact on House races over the past four months: In January, voters who opposed health reform were 24 points more likely to vote Republican; by May, they were 44 points more likely. 
Yes GOP—Voter Turnout
GOP win – enthusiasm gap.

CS Monitor 6/21

(“Gallup poll shows just how pumped Republicans are for midterms”. 6/21/10. http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0621/Gallup-poll-shows-just-how-pumped-Republicans-are-for-midterms Acessed 6/30/10) EL
We already knew the Republicans were pumped about the fall midterm elections. But a new Gallup poll shows just how big the enthusiasm gap is: An average 59 percent of Republicans and Republican-leaning independents are “more enthusiastic than usual” about voting in November than in previous elections, the highest such figure for either party in a midterm since Gallup started asking the question in 1994. Democrats and Democratic-leaning voters clock at 44 percent “more enthusiastic than usual” – not bad compared with previous midterm years. In 1994, when the Democrats lost control of the House for the first time in 40 years, only 32 percent of Democrats were enthusiastic. In 1998, Democratic enthusiasm came in at 36 percent, and in 2002, it was 38 percent. In all three of those prior years, Republican enthusiasm was higher, and the GOP ended up doing better than the Democrats in the midterms. “The enthusiasm question has generally provided an accurate indication of which party will fare better in the midterm elections,” Gallup analyst Jeffrey Jones writes. The Gallup averages are based on four measures of enthusiasm taken since February. The USA Today/Gallup poll taken June 11-13 showed an enthusiasm gap that was particularly alarming for Democrats: Fifty-three percent of Republicans were more enthusiastic than usual, compared with 39 percent who were less enthusiastic. Among Democrats, 35 percent were more enthusiastic and 56 percent were less. The Republicans’ net positive of 14 percentage points, combined with the Democrats’ net negative of 21 points, makes for the largest relative party advantage for the GOP ever taken by Gallup in a single midterm-election-year poll. But the Democrats, who currently enjoy large majorities in both houses of Congress, aren’t giving up. They fully expect to lose seats this fall, so the real question is how to limit the losses and prevent the Republicans from taking over either or both chambers. The Democratic National Committee is trying to build on its voter-registration success in 2008, particularly in terms of young and minority voters. But without President Obama on the ballot, the Democrats could have a hard time turning out the first-time voters of ’08, let alone new voters in 2010. Democratic leaders are trying to frame the election as a choice, not a referendum. Last week’s apology to BP by Rep. Joe Barton (R) of Texas – who called the oil giant’s new $20 billion escrow fund for Gulf oil-spill victims a “shakedown” by Mr. Obama – handed the Democrats an easy talking point. "There is a choice that Joe Barton has offered the American people, a philosophy for the Republican Party, which is that BP is the aggrieved party," White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel said Sunday on ABC’s “This Week.” "That's a governing philosophy. In the coming weeks, you'll see the president speak to the country about these competing different philosophies. That is, do you have only the energy executives in the room, or do you have energy executives, environmentalists, and other people from the venture-capital community to come to a consensus on energy policy?” The Republican establishment distanced itself from Representative Barton almost as soon as he made his statement – and extracted an apology from him, on penalty of losing his ranking committee position. But Democrats are ignoring that part and trying to make Barton into a GOP poster boy for laissez faire capitalism. In addition, while Democrats are grappling with internal divisions, they are hopeful that the Republicans’ own intramural battles – the conservative tea-party movement versus more-mainstream GOP candidates – will help save some endangered Democrats, including Senate majority leader Harry Reid. Democrats can also look hopefully at the one midterm, in 1998, in which the Republicans enjoyed an enthusiasm gap most of the year until the gap shifted slightly in the final poll to the Democrats’ favor. The Democrats ended up gaining seats.  
Yes GOP—Key Seats
GOP win – at least 30 seats.

NPR 6/15/2010

(Mara Liasson, “NPR Poll Shows Tough Road Ahead for Democrats,” NPR, June 15, 2010, http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127845693&ps=rs, accessed June 30, 2010) 

Democratic candidates have had success in some of the recent special elections. But despite those wins, the outlook for the midterms is still toxic for Democrats, Bolger said. "Democrats will have some good plays by individual campaigns, but it's getting close. ... The concrete is drying — it's not yet solidly locked in, but it's getting very difficult for this to change where there's a picture of Republicans picking up at least 30 seats," he said. And as Greenberg knows all too well, Republicans only need 40 pickups to take control of the House.
Republicans poised to win swing seats – polling 8% ahead of Democrats. 

NPR 6-15

(2010, Mara Liasson, “NPR Poll Shows Tough Road Ahead for Democrats,” NPR, June 15, 2010, http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127845693&ps=rs, accessed June 30, 2010) BD

A new public opinion survey for NPR shows just how difficult it will be for Democrats to avoid big losses in the House this November. Democrat Stan Greenberg and Republican Glen Bolger conducted the first public battleground poll of this election cycle. They chose the 70 House districts experts regard as most likely to oust incumbents this fall. What they found was grim news for Democrats. For this poll, Bolger and Greenberg chose the districts where incumbents are considered the most vulnerable, and, in the case of open seats, the ones most likely to switch party control in November. Sixty are currently held by Democrats — many of whom won these seats even when voters in the same district preferred Republican John McCain for president in 2008. The other 10 districts are the flip side — held by Republicans in the House, even though their voters went for Barack Obama in 2008.  These are this year's swing seats — the political terrain where the battle for control of the House of Representatives will be won or lost. In this battleground, voters are choosing Republicans over Democrats 49 percent to 41 percent.  Poll Results 'A Snooze Alarm' "In a year where voters want change and in which Democrats are seen to be in power, this is a tough poll — about as tough as you get," Greenberg said. Bolger said the poll results will be a wake-up call for Democrats, who were stunned at the beginning of the year when Republican Scott Brown won the U.S. Senate seat held for years by the late Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts. "If Massachusetts was the first wake-up call, this is the snooze alarm going off," Bolger said. He pointed out that President Obama's approval ratings are much lower in these competitive districts than they are nationally: 54 percent of the likely battleground voters disapproved of Obama's performance; 40 percent approved. "It's very problematic for the president to have a 40 percent approval rating in these 60 Democratic districts," Bolger said. "When you look at history, when the president is below 50 percent nationally, his party tends to lose more than 40 seats." Energized GOP Voters Bolger says the NPR poll has more evidence of a trend that's been apparent all year: Republican-leaning voters are energized, while the intensity seems to have leached out of the Democratic ranks. "When you look at the generic ballot for Congress in the Democrat-held seats, the Republican is up by 5 [points]. But among those who rate their interest as 8 to 10, you know, the high-interest voters, the Republican leads in those Democratic seats 53 to 39.  "And what that means is that is in a close election, the Republican enthusiasm will put Republicans over the top, just like in '06 and '08, the Democratic enthusiasm put the Democrats over the top."
Yes GOP—A2: Fundraising
Other factors overwhelm.

Wall Street Journal, 6-24

[Karl Rove, he former senior adviser and deputy chief of staff to President George W. Bush, “Obama and the woes of the Democrats,” 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704629804575324732508609048.html?mod=googlenews_wsj]

Democrats do have some advantages. Unlike 1994, they wouldn't be caught unprepared. And they've stockpiled money. The Center for Responsive Politics reports the average Democratic Senate candidate has $2.1 million on hand to the average Republican's $1.4 million; in the House, Democrats average $504,000 to Republicans' $239,000. But cash won't save the Democrats. Complex combinations of factors decide elections, and this year the driving forces are the president's low standing, his mishandling of the economy, his failure to respond to the oil spill, and the interconnected issues of jobs, spending, deficits and ObamaCare.
Yes GOP—A2: Party Divided

Dems are still losing, despite tea party dividing the GOP

Romano 2010

Andrew June 25, 2010Poll: Afghanistan War Hurting Obama's Support at Homehttp://www.newsweek-interactive.com/2010/06/25/obama-s-approval-ratings-slump-in-latest-newsweek-poll.html?from=rss
The only bright spot for Democrats may be division in the Republican ranks. Self-identified Republicans are far less positive about the performance of their party's congressional delegation (30 percent disapprove) than self-identified Democrats (18 percent disapprove)—which suggests that Tea Party candidates will continue to siphon off support from their establishment rivals. Still, when 69 percent of voters are dissatisfied with the direction of the country, as the NEWSWEEK poll finds, the party in power is likely to suffer the largest losses.
***Dems Will Win***

Yes Dems

GOP won’t take over now – need issues to capitalize on.

CQPolitics.com 6/27 

(Bob Benenson, 6/27/10, " Embrace Of Far Right Risky Strategy That Could Pay Off ", http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docid=news-000003691856&topic=Feature) AK
A Republican takeover in the House also looms as a relatively tall order at the moment — if for no other reason than it would require a net gain of 39 seats, the biggest jump for either party since the GOP’s 52-seat surge of 1994. That means the Republicans would also have to outperform the 30-seat Democratic takeover gain of four years ago. A race-by-race assessment of all 435 contests across the country suggests that this is not an impossible quest for the GOP — but its chances will be much better if a good number of those upstart conservative activist nominees can translate their appeal during the primaries into a winning general-election formula.
Yes Dems—Both Houses
Dems are poised to maintain control of both houses

Hutchinson 6/23/10

MARTIN HUTCHINSON. The Midterm Elections: No Panacea for the U.S. Economy. JUNE 23, 2010. http://moneymorning.com/2010/06/23/midterm-elections/. 6/29/10. SR
The results of the primaries have already given us a lot of information about U.S. voter intentions. Voters have already rejected two sitting senators - Arlen Specter, D-PA, and Robert Bennett, R-UT - which suggests a general dislike for incumbents. On the other hand, moderate-Democrat Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-AR, won her primary handily, defeating an opponent who'd enthusiastically backed the policies of the current Democrat-controlled Congress, the Obama administration, and the unions. That suggests that the moderate-Democrat policies represented by the 1990s Clinton administration still have appeal with U.S. voters. As an overall entity, however, government is viewed with disdain - or even outright contempt. For instance, taken together, the stunning January victory of little-known Scott Brown, R-MA, and the current 63% approval in opinion polls for repealing the new national healthcare plan, suggest that the rapid expansion of government attempted by President Obama and the current Congress is very unpopular. There's other evidence, too. Take the proposed "cap-and-trade" environmental legislation: As drafted, it would give government huge new powers over the economy. The upshot: It's out of favor. Handicapping the Midterms All this doesn't mean that the Republicans will sweep the country. For one thing, memories of the inept Bush administration and the corrupt GOP Congress of 2004-2006 remain fairly fresh. Furthermore, while the "tea party" movement has aroused considerable enthusiasm, voters appear to be developing doubts about its radicalism and sometimes "nutty" views. Thus, the likelihood is for considerable Republican gains - but not outright dominance. In the U.S. Senate, it's almost impossible when only 17 Democratic Senate seats are up for re-election for the Republicans to go from 41 to 51, thereby giving the GOP the 10 additional seats it needs to get a majority (ties would be broken by Vice President Joe Biden - in favor of the Democrats). Even if the popular mood favored Republicans strongly, enough of their candidates would have weaknesses that they would lose some apparently winnable races. For example, Sharron Angle, who won the Nevada primary to run against the apparently vulnerable Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-NV, is a "tea-party" candidate whose views and past statements make her vulnerable to attack from the well-funded Reid. Over in the House of Representatives, removing incumbents in large numbers is similarly quite difficult. The greatest turnover in a midterm election since World War II was 54 seats - which occurred in 1946 and again in 1994. Thus, excited Republican calculations of a possible swing of 80 to 100 seats are just not realistic. For the Republicans to get the 270 seats that such a turnover would imply might be possible if they already had 210 to 220 seats. It is not realistic from the GOP's starting position of 179 seats (the Democrats have 255 seats, and two are vacant). A Republican pickup of 39 seats - which would give it a bare majority - is certainly possible, although I place the odds at less than fifty-fifty. It seems equally unlikely that the GOP will gain less than 25 seats or so. Thus, the 112 th Congress is most likely to be close to evenly divided, but partisan - with fewer "blue dog" moderate Democrats than there are right now, and very few floor-crossing Republicans. Either President Obama will control both chambers of Congress, albeit with small majorities, or Congress will be split, with a Republican House and a Democratic Senate, again with small majorities. 
Democrats win both houses.

Washington Post, 6-13

[2010 [“What do we know about November?,” http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/06/11/AR2010061104617.html, last accessed 6/29/2010, LS]

Similar ideological coups in other primaries have diminished Republicans' midterm chances; instead of energizing the GOP, the Tea Party movement now marginalizes it. Democrats will lose seats in November but fewer than the conventional (un)wisdom assumes -- and they will keep control of both houses.
Yes Dems—Divided GOP

GOP is divided now—dems are winning
Kingsbury 2010

Alex, 6/21 “Money Race Could Decide the Midterm Elections”

http://politics.usnews.com/news/articles/2010/06/21/money-race-could-decide-the-midterm-elections---.html

Part of the problem has been conservative supporters dividing both their time and money between traditional Republican candidates and those backed by the more conservative Tea Party groups. While creative tensions between the Republican Party and its more activist right-wing doppelganger may rally voters to the polls, they also threaten to divide a finite pool of donors between Tea Party-backed upstarts and GOP stalwarts—not to mention scaring off independent and moderate voters, poll watchers say. In the U.S. Senate race in Florida, for instance, Tea Party-backed Marco Rubio pulled both likely GOP votes and funding from sitting Republican Gov. Charlie Crist, who later decided to run as an independent. Meanwhile, in Pennsylvania, former Rep. Pat Toomey, another Republican favorite of the Tea Party, has already secured a war chest of several million dollars for his U.S. Senate race, ensuring a competitive campaign in the fall against Democratic primary winner Joe Sestak for the seat currently held by Republican turned Democrat Arlen Specter. But whatever the impact of the duplication of effort, conservative voter enthusiasm and the well-documented history of midterm election losses for the ruling party both suggest GOP gains. [See where Sestak's campaign cash is coming from.] The Democrats, for their part, are looking to hold the line at the polls and have one big advantage, incumbency. Incumbents are becoming harder and harder to oust from office, election statistics show, a fact of which big campaign donors, often looking to back a winner, are all too aware. Over the past four decades, the average re-election rate for a sitting congressional representative has been north of 94 percent. Sitting senators also enjoy a large advantage over challengers, though by less substantial average margins than in the House, according to statistics compiled by the Center for Responsive Politics.

Yes Dems—Fundraising 

Dems are ahead in the “money race” which is key to midterm victory

Kingsbury 2010

Alex, 6/21 “Money Race Could Decide the Midterm Elections”

http://politics.usnews.com/news/articles/2010/06/21/money-race-could-decide-the-midterm-elections---.html
All told, from donors large and small, for expenses ranging from television ads to paper clips, the 2010 elections will cost an estimated $3.7 billion, according to experts. At this point, Democrats hold a slight overall edge in fundraising over Republicans for contests in the House and Senate. That margin is small but significant in a year when the public's opinion of Congress, and the two political parties in general, is at a historic low. Then again, in first-quarter fundraising, Republicans held an advantage over Democrats in a handful of pivotal Senate races, including Pennsylvania, Florida, Ohio, and Illinois—important bellwethers for what could be a "throw the bums out" election year. The election is still several months away, of course, and the vote could yet end either in landslide or photo finish. Still, the so-called money race has often been a strong indicator of which candidate will eventually triumph at the ballot box. Individual donations will be key, but so too will funding from political action committees and other outside sources. One potentially key though as-yet-unknown variable will be the recent Supreme Court decision giving corporations the right to spend money to support or oppose candidates. [See which industries donate the most.]
Yes Dems—Polls 

Dems will win—latest polls prove
Connelly 6-8

 Joel. Author of the Seattle Post Intelligence. Poll: Voters down on GOP, Tea Party. 6-8-2010. http://blog.seattlepi.com/seattlepolitics/archives/210079.asp. 6-28-2010. SK 
Only about 30 percent of Americans say they are inclined to re-elect their member of Congress and 60 percent are ready to "look around" for alternatives, according to a new ABC News/Washington Post poll. But the finding of voter dissatisfaction does not automatically translate to glad tidings of great joy for the Republicans. As well, the survey showed an increasingly negative view of the Tea Party movement. Asked which party they trust to cope with the country's main problems, voters opted for the Democrats by a 44-32 margin, with nearly 20 percent saying they trust neither party. Sixty percent of those surveyed voiced dissatisfaction with policies offered by Republicans in Congress, while only 38 percent had favorable opinions. If the election were held today, the poll found, 47 percent would vote for Democratic candidates and 44 percent for Republicans. (A Gallup Poll last week put Republicans in the lead.) The poll also showed growing negative feeling toward the Tea Party movement, although its candidates are expected to do well in today's Republican primaries in South Carolina and Nevada. "Do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of the political movement known as the Tea Party?" the survey asked. Thirty-six percent gave thumbs-up to the Tea Party, while 50 percent had a "Somewhat" or "Strongly" unfavorable view. Fourteen percent had no opinion. Support for the right-wing populist movement was down from 41 percent in March. 

Yes Dems—A2: Voter Turnout
Dems will win— closing enthusiasm gap.
Silver 3-28
[Nate. an American statistician, psephologist, and writer. Can Democrats "Win" The Midterms?. 3-28-10. http://www.fivethirtyeight.com/2010/03/can-democrats-win-midterms.html. 6-29-10.] SK
For some time, I've been part of the doom-and-gloom brigade when it comes to Democrats' fortunes at the midterm elections this November. As early as last August, on a panel at the Netroots Nation conference, I said that I expected a loss of 20 to 50 Democratic seats, which necessarily implied that a loss of their majority was quite possible. I've since revised the low end of that estimate downward, to a loss of 20 to 60 seats. I'm not sure that there's yet been enough time to assess whether the Democrats' passage of health care reform seven days ago could mitigate -- or broaden -- their losses. Most polls suggest that the health care reform bill itself has become somewhat more popular since passage. But President Obama's approval ratings are little moved, and there has thus far been little new polling on the generic ballot or perceptions of the Democratic congress. Moreover, any changes in the polling may prove to be temporary. Still, there is one set of numbers that potentially contain relatively good news for the Democrats. These concern the enthusiasm gap, which may be lessening. Daily Kos / Research polling has found that while Republican voters remain exceptionally engaged by the midterm election cycle, Democrats are becoming increasingly engaged as well. Rasmussen, meanwhile, has found that about 5-7 percent of voters nationwide have gone from being somewhat approving of to Obama to strongly approving of him -- and almost all of the movement is accounted for by Democrats. (Obama's disapproval -- including his strongly disapprove numbers -- are little changed in the poll). At the very least, there does not appear to be any fresh animus toward the Democrats for their actually having passed health care, whereas there probably is some fresh enthusiasm from their base. As such, I would probably revise my estimate of the Democrats' losses just slightly, from a loss of 20-60 seats to a loss of 15-55. (Think of these numbers as representing perhaps the 10th and 90th percentiles, respectively; there remains some chance that the Democrats could lose more than 55 seats, or fewer than 15.) 
Yes Dems—Strong on Nat’l Security Now

Obama is perceived as strong on national security now.

WASHINGTON INDEPENDENT, " Obama Gets High Marks on National Security but Democrats Don't," 3-8-10, lexis.

A new Democracy Corps/Third Way poll bills itself as a oewake-up call for Democrats on national security. Last May, Democracy Corps found that Obamas election had erased the Republicans traditional public opinion advantage on national security. What theyve now found is that Obama maintains significant public support for his policies on foreign policy and national security, but the Democrats dont.  Obamas numbers on national security are strong almost all around. Fifty-eight percent of the public approves of his overall handling of national security. He has 58 percent support on Afghanistan. He has 55 percent support on handling terrorism. He has 54 percent support for his foreign policy. All of this comes with wide margins separating his approval on these issues from disapproval: Only 39 percent disapprove of Obama on national security, 37 percent disapprove on Afghanistan and 41 percent disapprove on terrorism. The only exception: Obama gets net negative marks for his handling of interrogations of detention: 46 percent approve and 49 percent disapprove. Democracy Corps poll is the first to show that more people feel less confident in Obama after the attempted Christmas bombing: 46 percent feel less confident while 42 percent feel more confident.

DEMS CAN EASILY FEND OFF GOP ‘NATIONAL SECURITY” CLAIMS

Christopher Preble, “Will Reductions in the Size of the Nuclear Arsenal Make the U.S. More Vulnerable?” CATO AT LIBERTY, 4-12-10, www.cato-at-liberty.org/2010/04/12/will-reductions-in-the-size-of-the-nuclear-arsenal-make-the-u-s-more-vulnerable/, accessed 5-15-10.

It was inevitable that Republicans would knock President Obama for being soft on national security, and it is likely to be an issue in this year’s mid-term elections, and in the 2012 campaign. This has been the standard mantra from the GOP playbook for over a generation, and the party’s leaders show no sign of backing away from it. But the Democrats shouldn’t be too worried. They easily turned aside such criticisms in 2006 and 2008 by pointing out that policies promoted by a Republican president, and supported by a Republican Congress — especially the ruinous Iraq war — had significantly undermined U.S. security.

Yes Dems—Economy 
Economy improving in key districts

New York Times 2010

NEW YORK TIMES, “Democrats See Signs of Hope in Job Trends,” 6-25-10, p. A1.

But digging deeper, beyond the national numbers, reveals at least a few glimmers of hope for Democrats -- still fairly distant and faint, but bright enough to get campaign strategists scanning the horizon and weighing the odds. That is because different parts of the country are recovering at different rates -- and, in a bit of electoral good luck for the Democrats, some of the areas that are beginning to edge upward more quickly, like parts of Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York, happen to be in important battlegrounds for the House and the Senate. ''A lot of the trend lines are turning positive in many of these contested areas,'' said Mark Zandi, a chief economist for Moody's Analytics. ''It really boils down to: Is there enough time for the trend lines to trump the still pretty difficult conditions in the minds of the voters?'' Certainly, the economy will not be the only factor voters weigh at the ballot box. There are areas that weathered the recession relatively well where Democratic incumbents are still in danger. There are also places trailing the national recovery, like Nevada and Florida, which could hurt the party. But officials from both parties agree that the economy remains -- at least, for the moment -- the paramount concern for most voters. And studies have shown that local conditions influence the degree to which economic worries figure into voters' decisions -- a kind of Tip O'Neill rule of pocketbook voting.
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