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Link Turn – 2ac 

It’s not just about New Orleans—Katrina highlighted the pervasive suffering caused by racialized poverty everywhere.  

Luft 2009 – Associate Professor, Ph.D. University of California, Santa Barbara (Rachel, “Beyond Disaster Exceptionalism:  Social Movement Developments in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina” American Quarterly, Volume 61, Number 3, September 2009, http://www.bupedu.com/lms/admin/uploded_article/eA.477.pdf )//ALo
Traditionally, scholars have distinguished disasters from other kinds of harmful events by characterizing them as “sudden” or “explosive,” discrete or “unique,”  and “acute.” 17  These designations have sought to render exceptional both the  disasters themselves and the experience of the people who encounter them.  In the 1980s, a new, constructionist school of disaster scholarship began to  emphasize the preexisting social conditions that contribute to and exacerbate  disaster, pointing to the social origins of disaster and calling into question  the notion of their suddenness and discreteness. It emphasized the ongoing  conditions of “social vulnerability”—poverty, racism, sexism—that construct  and interact with disaster. 18  Understanding these enduring social problems  as disastrous in their own right has further challenged the narrow assessment  of natural disasters and other emergencies as exceptionally acute. From this  perspective, “the line separating the chronic from the acute becomes even  more blurred.” 19 Social vulnerability scholarship has helped to identify how “the challenges  of life are a ‘permanent disaster’” for people already oppressed by class, race,  gender, sexuality, disability, age, and other forces of systemic oppression. 20  It  moves to displace “natural” disasters as the greatest risk to human well-being  and to replace them with an understanding of the social and ongoing conditions that produce daily risk, suffering, and trauma. It also helps to explain  the behavior of people who already experience daily hazards because they  live at the intersection of poverty, racism, and/or sexism when they face what  appears to be a discrete disaster. 21 Within weeks of Hurricane Katrina’s landfall, social scientists were publishing analyses of the disaster from social constructionist and social vulnerability  perspectives. 22  They noted that years of human and infrastructural neglect— the racialized poverty that had 27 percent of New Orleans’s inhabitants living  below the poverty line; the poorly designed and maintained levees; and the federal government’s inadequately managed and funded emergency management  operations agency, to cite only the most obvious examples—had produced  the devastating outcomes of the storm. At the same time, grassroots movement leaders were also pointing to the social construction of the disaster. In addition to identifying the particular race, class, and gender determinants of  Katrina’s outcomes, they also contextualized them in the long history of U.S.  imperialism, the “national oppression” of Blacks, and the disenfranchisement  of women and children. 23  Instead of emphasizing the exceptional elements of  Hurricane Katrina, these grassroots leaders saw in the policy decisions that  helped produce its outcomes, the standard operating procedure of the U.S.  government; they likened the displacement, impoverishment, and service deprivation of hurricane survivors to the chronic conditions of racialized poverty.  Additionally they predicted that the reconstruction would turn the Gulf Coast,  and in particular New Orleans, into a laboratory for privatization as part of  what Naomi Klein calls “disaster capitalism.” 24  They further anticipated that  the reconstruction of New Orleans would become a bellwether for incursions  into domestic infrastructure in other parts of the country, calling it the canary  in the mines of U.S. homeland policy. As movement lawyer Bill Quigley put  it more recently, responding to the federal bailout of financial institutions in  late 2008, “Welcome to Katrina world.” 25 Social constructionist and social vulnerability perspectives were apparent  at the grassroots in the narrative devices first-generation movement organizers  used to link pre- and postdisaster New Orleans to sites around the country.  As they spoke to a steady stream of volunteers, movement leaders urged visitors to “make the connections” between their own communities and New  Orleans. They insisted that “the storm began a long time before Katrina.”  When they asked visitors if they were “preparing for the Katrina in your own  backyard,” they were not referring to the threat of natural disaster elsewhere  (though they reminded them of such a threat when nonlocals wondered  whether New Orleans should be rebuilt), but rather to every community’s structures of disenfranchisement. These refrains were picked up by solidarity  activists nationwide, who helped to make the linkages. In an early article,  San Francisco–based Catalyst Project organizer Molly McClure tied disaster  exceptionalism to a charitable—as opposed to political and systemic—response  to the storm: “With charity, I don’t have to connect the dots between sudden  catastrophes like Katrina, and the perhaps slower but very similar economic  devastation happening in poor communities and communities of color, every  day, right here, in my city.” 26 First-generation Katrina movement groups de-exceptionalized disaster in  order to reframe the recovery and reconstruction process in the broader context  of ongoing U.S. social problems. Second-generation groups did so in order to  move beyond Katrina to the ongoing social problems themselves. Although Safe Streets began with Katrina triage, for example, it proceeded to tackle the  New Orleans criminal justice system. “The criminal justice and public safety  system in New Orleans was in crisis long before Katrina devastated our city,”  explained an SSSC brochure in 2007. From the tragic waters of Katrina, we have been given an opportunity for a fresh start. 

Focus on NO Good – 2ac 

Environmental justice in the context of New Orleans is a key area of concern- geographic factors and serial policy failures make it especially vulnerable

O'Neill ‘8 [ Karen M, expert in human ecology, the effects of land and water policies race relations, transportation, and land use at Rutgers University, 2008, “Broken levees, broken lives, and a broken nation after Hurricane Katrina”, projectmuse.com, accessed 7/26/12] 
New Orleans was and is a special case. Federal river and hurricane levees have prevented river silt from depositing, causing nearly all of the city’s land to compact and sink below the normal water levels of the nearby Mississippi River and Lake Pontchartrain. The city must run pumping stations to remove water from its storm sewer system into drainage canals even after the slightest rainstorm. Katrina’s storm surge broke federal hurricane levees and the federal- and city-built floodwalls and levees along drainage canals leading to the lake, easily flooding the city. Although the massive federal levees along the Mississippi River stayed intact during Katrina, these river levees did the most to make the city subside in the first place. The focus here is on the origins of the federal flood control program, which built all of the federal projects. Successive rounds of projects intended to improve the safety of New Orleans and other cities and suburbs have taxed a federal program created to extend farming onto floodplains and to block floods from key downstream port cities that shipped agricultural goods.2 Providing for public safety requires legal or informal limitations on land use, vigilance, and emergency preparedness in settled areas. Providing for economic development does not. Tension between the goals of public safety and economic development has been left unresolved in the flood control program because within the federal system of government, legislators have little interest and limited leverage to create comprehensive, long-term plans for any area of policy. Additionally, national and state legislatures do not directly supervise the bureaucracies that administer government policies. So rather than reforming an agency’s overall program when new needs emerge in a given area of policy, legislators systematically add the new tasks to the agency’s docket. The consequence of these general features of the federal system is that while public expectations about flood safety have increased, they have not been matched by coordinated policies to reduce our exposure to hazards, protect socially essential areas that remain vulnerable, and provide emergency services when protections fail.3 Instead, non-integrated government programs to build flood control works and to respond to flood emergencies have accumulated at the national, state, and local levels. Policies that expand incrementally often yield hidden harms, particularly to those on society’s margins. Naming unnoticed harms is the purpose of the environmental justice movement, formed by groups in workplaces and neighborhoods to protest their exposure to pollution and toxic chemicals and their inadequate access to environmental amenities such as parks. Southern activists are prominent in the movement, often highlighting regional problems that disproportionately affect the working class or the poor (e.g., Louisiana’s “cancer alley” or factory hog farming along the Atlantic).4 The experience of Hurricane Katrina suggests that these southern activists have a special burden—they seek aid for the weakest members of society and must demand attention for and from the periphery of the nation.

Policy, even after Katrina, continues to fail the minorities of New Orleans – the aff is key 

O'Neill ‘8 [ Karen M, expert in human ecology, the effects of land and water policies race relations, transportation, and land use at Rutgers University, 2008, “Broken levees, broken lives, and a broken nation after Hurricane Katrina”, projectmuse.com, accessed 7/26/12] 
Incrementalist policy made the Gulf Coast, and New Orleans in particular, vulnerable to Katrina and made impoverished African Americans in the city especially vulnerable. This incrementalism affects engineered rivers throughout the country. For the people of the lower Mississippi Valley, whose states sit near the bottom on lists of social indicators, the policies that produce this vulnerability to floods—from levee building to public housing to emergency rescue—have additional political and cultural meaning. These accumulated policies, after all, led to the concentration of poor African Americans in locations at risk for flooding. Opinions differ on the role of government in relieving the suffering of the poorest and most socially isolated groups, but it is clear that the lack of government coordination among policies on land management, public works, and emer gency services on one hand and policies affecting racial and ethnic minorities on the other hand compounded the suffering from Hurricane Katrina. For instance, the federal flood control program includes mapping to assess hazard zones, but neither the Army Corps of Engineers nor any other agency had the brief to assess and reduce the accumulated threats to African Americans in poverty living in New Orleans before or after the storm.

There is a reason our aff focuses on New Orleans- Social conditions made Katrina much worse for minority populations in New Orleans than anywhere else

O'Neill ‘8 [ Karen M, expert in human ecology, the effects of land and water policies race relations, transportation, and land use at Rutgers University, 2008, “Broken levees, broken lives, and a broken nation after Hurricane Katrina”, projectmuse.com, accessed 7/26/12] 
While coordination of emergency response to such a storm would have been difficult for any city, it was immeasurably more difficult for New Orleans given its economically weak base, lack of an internal stable coalition of government, business, and civil groups, and weak relationships with state and federal partners. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and state and local agencies did not manage to implement the hurricane response plans they had on the shelf, and the city’s hurricane evacuation plan, such as it was, amounted to residents driving themselves away from town.18 Objective measures of social vulnerability to disasters show why the storm’s effects were worst in New Orleans. Outside New Orleans, whites actually suffered a greater share of economic damages than African Americans did. Inside New Orleans, floodwaters did not select by race or class, but members of disadvantaged groups in that city had higher odds of living in damaged areas. There, renters, African Americans, the poor, women, and the elderly suffered disproportionately and had fewer social and economic resources than others for coping. A post-storm survey of New Orleans residents found that low-income African Americans were most likely to have stayed during the storm and least able to evacuate on their own once the storm hit. The misfortune of low-income African Americans in particular is that the relationships that had supported their daily living before Katrina could not provide what they needed most during and after the storm: cars to escape the flood, savings to restart or rebuild, and access to social networks that could provide them viable employment.19 Hurricane Katrina broke the social order that levees represented in New Orleans. 

A2 Mississippi L – 2ac 

The omission of Mississippi has reconstructed the states reputation in the United States – they have shifted their image to be optimistic, cooperative, and problem-solving

Morse (Reilly, “Come on in this house: advancing social equity in post-Katrina Mississippi”, http://www.lawyerscommittee.org/admin/fair_housing/documents/files/morse.article.8.31.pdf)//AMV

The staggering spectacle of Hurricane Katrina’s destruction of the Mississippi Gulf Coast—entire coastal communities obliterated, tens of thousands of houses demolished, lives washed away— was not even a day old when it was overtaken by the levee failures and drowning of the nearby city of New Orleans. “If the levees had held in New Orleans,” wrote the New York Times, “the destruction wrought on the Mississippi Gulf Coast . . . would have been the most astonishing storm story of a generation.”2 As major news outlets increasingly erased Mississippi from the Katrina narrative, a Biloxi newspaper’s front page editorial, “Mississippi’s Invisible Coast,” called them to account: “Please, tell our story. Hear the voice of our people and tell it far and wide.”3 Unfortunately, both Mississippi’s unimaginable destruction and its recovery appeared destined to become a footnote. Unlike New Orleans, the Mississippi Gulf Coast region had no widely known identity to capture the national imagination. Some disaster response volunteers admitted that they had not realized Mississippi even had a coastline. Most were surprised to learn that Biloxi had been settled in 1699 and served as the capital of French Louisiana before the founding of New Orleans.4 But what the coastal region lacked, the state of Mississippi possessed in abundance: a powerful, bitter grip upon this nation’s historical imagination. Rooted in a slave labor economy, quick to secede from the Union, embittered by its defeat, Mississippi was the quintessential unreconstructed segregationist state. The state’s reputation for racism and violence was reinforced by the bombings, burnings, arrests, and assassinations during the civil rights movement. Against that backdrop, the Mississippi coast’s fundamental challenge was to stake out a distinctive, empathetic public identity. Within two months after Katrina’s landfall, local leaders undertook an aggressive planning effort to deliver a blueprint for recovery to Mississippi’s governor, Haley Barbour, before the end of 2005. Meanwhile, Governor Barbour persuaded Congress to award Mississippi federal disaster aid that was unprecedented in size and in the degree of control that the terms of the award surrendered to a state. Mississippians have worked hard to improve the state’s reputation through their response to Hurricane Katrina and to replace the legacy of racism, poverty, and ignorance with a more optimistic, cooperative, and problem-solving image. For the Barbour administration, that effort was expressed as refusal to succumb to victimhood and adoption of a statedriven recovery agenda that made wise use of federal disaster dollars. For community advocates, that approach was a call to change inherited racial disparities in housing and poverty and to extend to all of the state’s people the power to decide the state’s priorities. In a long, hard fight, organizers and advocates made some advances in the fairness and inclusiveness of Mississippi’s housing recovery. The final breakthrough came after advocates persuaded fresh leadership at the federal and the state level to confront past mistakes and come into the houses of those who fell through the cracks. 

Misc – Cap Adv? 

Current reconstruction efforts erase the minority populations present in the pre-Katrina time – the rebuilding of the coast has been filled with capitalist intentions. The affirmatives focus on the victims of Katrina reverses this

Hayden 10 (Bridget, phd, cultural anthropologist interested in the experience of globalization and political-economic change at the University of Southern Mississippi,  “The Hand of God: Capitalism, Inequality, and Moral Geographies in Mississippi After Hurricane Katrina”, Anthropological Studies, http://search.proquest.com.proxy.lib.umich.edu/docview/216476807/138204CE9BB22DFAD77/18?accountid=14667)//AMV

The Coast is being rebuilt at a time when it seems impossible to think about a place outside of the demands and invisible hand of the Market, as reflected, for example, in the centrality that attracting jobs takes in local politics. One man from the Coast that I spoke with in 2007 believed that tourism was the reason for the reconstruction that had taken place, although it also benefits Coastians who need jobs. He expressed difficulty answering my questions regarding recovery, telling me that he does not really know much about economics, although I had not phrased my questions in terms of economic development, which was not my primary interest. More generally, there has been a pervasive fear that it is being built, more than rebuilt, and that there will be no place for Coastians. That is, the reconstruction is changing the face of the Coast because those who can afford to build are those with money. As one resident said a year after the storm: So it'll come back. But, I think one thing we ought to keep an eye on is, who's going to come back with it? There are a lot of people who have invested generations of heart and soul into this beach. And it may just look like a beach to people watching on TV, but it's more than that to people who've grown up here, whose grandparents were here, and lived through Camille. (Shepard Smith quoted in Tattersall 2006) In particular, large buildings of condominiums rose where family homes had been. Geographies of power, including the difficulty of obtaining affordable insurance, are reshaping the Coast into a place that seems to be dominated by tourists and capital, with both constructed as necessary for the economic well-being of the locale. Waugh and Smith (2006:214) argue that this reshaping, or " redeveloping," of the Coast was always the goal, although official rhetoric focused on rebuilding communities, pointing to the inclusion of radically new types of "community" development based on the model of "new urbanism,21" and the inclusion of new resorts and condominiums. The rhetorical erasure of social difference in the aftermath of Katrina was accompanied by a social incorporation of hurricane survivors into the rest of the country through a massive outpouring of private aid and volunteer assistance that continues still. Similarly, the Coast was incorporated into Mississippi, and social differences on the Coast muted. National coverage of Hurricane Katrina, focused primarily on the city of New Orleans, included recognition of the great inequalities in our society. However, the story told of Katrina in Mississippi served to dissolve distinctions and reunite communities that had been divided. The destruction of place and homogenizing of space was reflected in the social leveling found in the re-creation of community, the unification of Mississippi, and the rhetorical incorporation of the state into full national citizenship. Ironically, that work of re-incorporation into the nation was not reciprocated by the national media, and Mississippians felt, and continue to feel, neglected in comparison to New Orleans. In practice, however, the state continues to receive large numbers of volunteers from all over the country who are assisting in reconstruction. Their presence continually revitalizes the connection of south Mississippi to the national community. However, that time of community has now been replaced partially by a participation of the Coast in the national system through the capitalist economy, tourism, and immigration that reconstitute it as a place of exclusions and inequalities. As reconstruction has continued, that sense of community and togetherness that emerged in the days after the storm has dissolved. Now there are at least two coasts, that of the relatively affluent who have been able to rebuild despite the difficulties of uncertain building codes and the insurance woes, and that of those who cannot mobilize the necessary resources or were either renters or homeless. This outcome reflects the fact that the allocation of resources after a disaster reflects the power dynamics of who can make their projects and needs heard in the years following a disaster (Petterson et al. 2006:646). In the process, some "preexisting trends are amplified and others are diminished" (idem). Conclusion: the Perennial Gale of Creative Destruction Place, then, can be read as a geographical expression of modernity's paradox-that tension between progress and loss-a creative yet ambivalent space carved out somewhere between the oppressiveness of the new order and the imprisonments of tradition. (Oakes 1997:511) Capitalism and hurricanes turn out to have a lot in common. Schumpeter (1950) caught the nature of capitalism and its relationship to place nicely in the memorable phrase "perennial gale of creative destruction" and the warning that there is no "perennial lull." Both natural disasters and capitalism are social products understood through mythic narratives of invisible hands guiding forces outside our control. In order to understand either, we need to take into consideration the geographies of power and discourses of space and time that shape regional landscapes and forge competing places out of larger geographies. In both cases, also, social inequalities may be refracted through a lens of individual equality that makes the inequities either more or less visible. In national coverage, particularly of New Orleans, the storm was said to make inequality visible, as if this had been a well-kept secret. In Mississippi, a state notorious for inequality, the storm was said to create equality and community that echo myths of an earlier, pre-modern, time. However, while that may have been true in some regards after the storm, in the long-run it has been clear that everyone was not affected equally and that the preexistent inequalities greatly impacted people's ability to recover from disaster. Capitalism, too, is a system of social and spatial inequality that is intricately tied to an ideology of individual equality inherited from the Enlightenment. Myths linked to the Enlightenment of progress and individualism then shaped the reconstruction of the Coast. Myths not only give shape to our understandings of the form taken by the time and space that shapes our understandings of place, they also define the nature of society and belonging. They are the stories that form a kind of cultural constitution, defining core truths about where we come from and the nature of the world. I began this paper by asking what kind of space/time and what values are reconstituted as a place destroyed is reconstructed. The answer seems to be that the fragmented spaces and capitalist values that were shaping lives before the storm gain strength in the commitment to a "bigger and better" future. The storm briefly destroyed modernity, and in the midst of the pain, residents recreated an imagined place. Since then, reconstruction has not been simply rebuilding physical infrastructure and buildings, but also reconstituting modernity in a place caught between progress and loss. 

The current rebuilding of the city only feeds into the tourism industry and the system of capitalism – only a focus on the people and not the place can help to break down the capitalism reformation of New Orleans

Onesto 7 (Li, “New Orleans: Capitalism in the Wake of Disaster… and the Disaster of Capitalism”, http://rwor.org/a/099/new-orleans-capitalism-en.html)//AMV
August 29, 2007 is the second anniversary of the day that Hurricane Katrina slammed onto the Gulf Coast. From the moment the hurricane hit, to today, the massive death, suffering, homelessness, displacement of two hundred thousand people and the virtual abandonment of huge swaths of the city of New Orleans are an indictment of the worthlessness of this system and its inability to meet the basic needs of people. When the authorities told people to evacuate New Orleans in advance of Katrina, over 100,000 people in that city had no access to cars. The government did nothing to guarantee their ability to leave before the hurricane struck—abandoning many of them to die. After the hurricane hit and large sections of the city were flooded, people trying to flee New Orleans had gunshots fired near or at them by racist police in neighboring towns who forced them back into the city. Tens of thousands of people were trapped, without the basic necessities of life, in the stench of human waste in the Superdome simply because the system didn’t provide the resources to evacuate them. 1800 people in the region died unnecessarily because the system didn’t evacuate everybody who lived in the path of Katrina. News helicopters showed people stuck for days on roofs in 100-degree heat with nothing to eat or drink. People around the world watched in horror, while the richest, most powerful country in the world, that could ship hundreds of thousands of troops to invade and occupy Iraq, couldn’t rescue people or provide for their most basic human needs. And who can forget Bush, in the midst of all the incredible suffering and government neglect, with his arm around the government official in charge saying “Good job Brownie.” And it continues, today. Desperately needed housing for poor people is not being rebuilt, people are locked out of public housing. The resources people need to rebuild homes are not being provided. Even middle class people have been denied insurance payments and government assistance to rebuild. The public school system in New Orleans is being restructured in a way that the people on the bottom are going to have even worse education than before Katrina. Even the levees that allowed the flooding that caused so much of the property damage and loss of life have not been properly repaired or built to withstand a serious hurricane. And tens and tens of thousands of people have been exiled from their homes, living in toxic trailers or still in Houston and other cities. All this is NOT because of government incompetence. These outrages occur because they fit the interests and the corresponding plans of the capitalists who rule this society. The Needs of the People vs. the Needs of the System The city of New Orleans was built on the sweat and blood of Black people. Slaves were bought and sold in the markets. The cotton picked by slaves shipped through its port. The wealth of the whole United States is built to a great degree on the foundation of slavery. Then, after the Civil War, Black people worked almost like slaves on plantations, under a sharecropping system enforced by lynch mobs and KKK terror, all backed up by the government. In the great Mississippi flood of 1927, the authorities rounded up Black people at gunpoint and threw them into concentration camps. They were worked day and night to reinforce and rebuild the levees and were forcibly prevented from leaving the flood area. The wealthy white plantation owners were determined that their labor force would not escape to the north. With changes in the economy after World War 2, the role of New Orleans in the accumulation of wealth by the capitalist system changed. Black people were driven off the land. In New Orleans, as in cities around the country, Black people labored at the most dangerous and dirty jobs—on the docks and in other industries. In the 1960s and ’70s, New Orleans had a large Black, relatively stable, working class population. Even in poor neighborhoods like the Lower 9th, people were able to buy their own homes. But like other major cities in the U.S., in the last few decades, New Orleans has been profoundly affected by changes in the global and U.S. economy. The deindustrialization of the city has meant the loss of thousands of jobs and over the last few decades an unemployment rate among Black people that is even higher than other cities with large Black populations. Today, New Orleans needs something like 60,000 minimum wage workers for the tourist industry. So, to the system, there were, and still are, simply tens of thousands or more who the system considers “unnecessary” people. Poor Black people don’t fit into the ways that capital could profitably invest in the tourist, oil, and shipping industries. To the system, the poor Black people of New Orleans were not only “in their way” but are a potentially explosive section of the population for whom this system has no future. Because of what they've seen and been through as a people, including the great struggles of the ’60s, there is an edge of defiance among Black people—which is a very positive quality to anybody who wants to change the world—but is considered dangerous to the ruling class. At the time Katrina hit, in places like the Lower 9th or Central City, half of all working-age people were not in the work force, surviving by whatever desperate means they could find. These are people who couldn’t be profitably exploited—except if they end up in prison where they can work on chain gangs or in prison factories. William Oakland, a retired economist from Tulane University in New Orleans who has studied the city’s economy for decades, put it this way: “The city’s population was thus ‘out of equilibrium…’ It’s not normal to have that level of nonparticipation in the labor force.” And addressing the fact that the population of New Orleans is now only about half of what it was before Katrina, some economists have cynically pointed out that New Orleans had more people than the economy could support anyway. Oakland put it this way: “Maybe the diaspora is a blessing.” The people who built the city, whose sweat and blood helped lay the foundation for this country as it is today, are now branded as parasites and criminals. A horrible disaster, that kills 1800 of them, and forces the dislocation of 200,000 people is a “blessing.” The continuing suffering and dislocation of tens of thousands of people whose lives have been ruined is seen as part of “clearing the ground” in order to rebuild the city. This is why, speaking for the whole ruling class in this country, Republican Congressman Richard Baker said, right after Katrina: “We finally cleaned up public housing in New Orleans. We couldn’t do it, but God did.” The ruling class in this country looked at the horrible destruction and suffering brought by Katrina, and their neglect of the people there, as a gift from god! It fit into their plans to get rid of the poor Black people. And all the lunatic ravings of fundamentalist Christian fascists after Katrina about how god was punishing the people of New Orleans for Mardi Gras, tolerating gays and all served this whole agenda too, justifying the system’s response to New Orleans, with its genocidal implications, as “god’s will.” 

Misc – a2 levees

Levees fail- their construction creates the pre-conditions for Katrina-like disasters

O'Neill ‘8 [ Karen M, expert in human ecology, the effects of land and water policies race relations, transportation, and land use at Rutgers University, 2008, “Broken levees, broken lives, and a broken nation after Hurricane Katrina”, projectmuse.com, accessed 7/26/12] 
Re-engineering our country’s rivers through the federal flood control program

has in some ways made us less safe. Since federal levee building began, the number of people near flood-prone areas along the lower Mississippi River and elsewhere

in the country has increased dramatically, with African Americans in poverty,

and other marginalized groups, often clustering in the most hazardous areas, thus

prompting vast increases in property losses from river floods. The program’s success

so far is that while more people now live in floodplains, few die from river and

rainstorm flooding. Yet a break in a major levee on a highly engineered river could

push fast-flowing water into one of our cities with explosive force far greater than

Katrina brought to New Orleans.

