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Dugong Frontline (1/2)

1) Dugongs wont recover-  Low Reproduction rate

Feffer 10 (John Feffer, institute for policy studies, “Save the Dugong”, http://closethebase.org/environmental-issue/dugong/)

Female dugongs give birth to a single infant after a thirteen-month pregnancy. The mother then spends the next two years raising her cafe. Although a female dugong can live as long as seventy years, she will only have a few offspring, investing considerable time with each one. This means the dugong population is especially sensitive to over-hunting and habitat destruction.

2) Impact N/U only 50 dugongs left 

Center for Biological Diversity 10( “Okinawa Dugong”, http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/species/mammals/Okinawa_dugong/index.html)

Dugongs, distant relatives of the manatee, can live for 70 years and grow to nearly 1,000 pounds. Yet somehow these gentle creatures are said to have fooled lonely sailors into mistaking them for mermaids. In the vibrant turquoise waters of Japan’s Henoko Bay, dugong herds once grazed peacefully on vast meadows of sea grass. But after decades of active U.S. military operations in the region, possibly fewer than 50 last dugongs now struggle to survive in Okinawa — once dubbed the “Galápagos of the East” for its rich biodiversity.

3) Removing the base for the Dugongs undermines and causes activist spillover to our bases worldwide

 Carafano 08(Dr. James Carafano, Deputy Director, The Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for International Studies and Director, Douglas and Sarah Allison Center for Foreign Policy Studies, He is a visiting professor at National Defense University and Georgetown University. He previously served as an assistant professor at the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, N.Y., and as director of military studies at the Army's Center of Military History. He taught at Mount Saint Mary College in New York and was a fleet professor at the U.S. Naval War College, “ When wales trump security”,  http://www.heritage.org/Research/Commentary/2008/10/When-whales-trump-security)

The Navy is not the only service losing "lawfare" battles to the enviros. Earlier this year, a U.S. district judge ruled the Pentagon violated the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) by failing to evaluate how a new air base, the Futenma Replacement Facility, might affect the Japanese dugong. Since NHPA is intended to apply to historical property, not animals, the court's decision is as strange as the unusual mammal it purports to protect. More than odd, the ruling undermines security. A joint statement by U.S. and Japanese officials "reaffirmed that completion of the Futenma Replacement Facility ... by the target date of 2014, is the key to ... the overall realignment plan for Okinawa," including relocation of a Marine Expeditionary Unit to Guam. The actions of an activist judge have now all but ensured this vital process will not be complete by the deadline. Worse, the dugong decision may create a new opening for environmental activists to target other U.S. bases around the world, re-labeling arcane animals as historic relics that must take precedence under the NHPA. Judges gone wild is a symptom of a bigger problem. In the end, the greatest threat to American security may be constituent politics that puts narrow self-interest above the common good."Lawfare" advocates a constituent concern regardless of the cost. As long as stakeholders advance their agenda, nothing else matters. This problem can get out of control when judges cultivate a culture of litigation and creative interpretation of law. The activists can rightly argue they are just doing their job, lobbying for their thing. Government, however, is supposed to be about more than just the sum of constituent politics. Lawmakers have an obligation to give us laws that will keep us all free, safe and prosperous. Courts are obliged to protect us from those who would violate or abuse the law. But when activists hijack the judiciary and advance one goal at the expense of another, justice is perverted. And when government's fundamental obligation to "provide for the common defense" falls victim to perverse court rulings, the nation's future is at risk.

Dugong Frontline (2/2)

a) Dugongs Kill Seagrass

Australian-Animals.net, No Date(“Dugong (sea cow)”,  http://australian-animals.net/dugong.htm
Dugongs are sometimes called "Sea Cows", because they graze on seagrasses. These marine plants look like grass growing on a sandy sea floor in shallow, warm water. Dugongs eat large amounts of seagrass, leaving behind feeding trails of bare sand and uprooted seagrass. 

b) Seagrass Key to Biodiversity 

Smithsonian 2002(“Seagrass Habitats”,http://www.sms.si.edu/IRLspec/Seagrass_Habitat.htm)

Within seagrass communities, a single acre of seagrass can produce over 10 tons of leaves per year. This vast biomass provides food, habitat, and nursery areas for a myriad of adult and juvenile vertebrates and invertebrates. Further, a single acre of seagrass may support as many as 40,00 fish, and 50 million small invertebrates. Because seagrasses support such high biodiversity, and because of their sensitivity to changes in water quality, they have become recognized as important indicator species that reflect the overall health of coastal ecosystems.Seagrasses perform a variety of functions within ecosystems, and have both economic and ecological value. The high level of productivity, structural complexity, and biodiversity in seagrass beds has led some researchers to describe seagrass communities as the marine equivalent of tropical rainforests. While nutrient cycling and primary production in seagrasses tends to be seasonal, annual production in seagrass communities rivals or exceeds that of terrestrially cultivated areas. In Florida, Halodule beaudettei, has an estimated annual production (as measured in grams of carbon per square meter) of 182 – 730 g/C/m-2; Syringodium filiforme has an estimated annual production of 292 - 1095 g/C/m-2; and Thalassia testudinum has an estimated annual production 329 - 5840 g/C/m-2. Blade elongation in seagrasses averages 2-5 mm per day in Thalassia testudinum, 8.5 mm in Syringodium filiforme, and as much as 3.1 mm in Halodule beaudettei. In the Indian River Lagoon, Halodule beaudettei has been shown to produce one new leaf every 9 days during spring – the season of highest productivity (Virnstein 1982).As habitat, seagrasses offer food, shelter, and essential nursery areas to commercial and recreational fishery species, and to the countless invertebrates that are produced within, or migrate to seagrasses. The complexity of seagrass habitat is increased when several species of seagrasses grow together, their leaves concealing juvenile fish, smaller finfish, and benthic invertebrates such as crustaceans, bivalves, echinoderms, and other groups. Juvenile stages of many fish species spend their early days in the relative safety and protection of seagrasses. Additionally, seagrasses provide both habitat and protection to the infaunal organisms living within the substratum as seagrass rhizomes intermingle to form dense networks of underground runners that deter predators from digging infaunal prey from the substratum. Seagrass meadows also help dampen the effects of strong currents, providing protection to fish and invertebrates, while also preventing the scouring of bottom areas. Finally, seagrasses provide attachment sites to small macroalgae and epiphytic organisms such as sponges, bryozoans, forams, and other taxa that use seagrasses as habitat. A number of studies have found epiphytes to be highly productive components of seagrass habitats (Penhale 1977, Heijs 1984, Tomasko & Lapointe 1991), with epiphytes in some systems accounting for up to 30% of ecosystem productivity, and more than 30% of the total above ground biomass (Penhale 1977, Morgan & Kitting 1984, Heijs 1984). Seagrass epiphytes also contribute to food webs, either directly via organisms grazing on seagrasses, or indirectly following the deaths of epiphytes, which then enter the food web as a detrital carbon source (Fry & Parker 1979, Kitting et al. 1984).

C) Cross Apply their Diner evidence collapse of biodiversity causes extinction

Dugong Frontline 2NC

Double Turn on the advantage either :

a. there are only 50 dugongs left and that that is too few to recover  and that means that don't get access to any of their biodiversity impacts thats feffer and center for biological diversity

b.  the amount of dugongs remaining off the coast of okinawa is large enough to trigger their impact and thus overgrazes in the sea grass valleys and destroys the biodiversity there.  This turns their impacts, by preserving the dugongs the aff will destroy more seagrass and create a loss of biodiversity thats our australian-animals.net evidence and Smithsonian evidence 

2) Dugongs have low reproduction, they only produce 1 calf at a time, they rarely reproduce and they spend 8 years with the calf-thats feffer and more evidenence 

Eco Training 2010(“Dugong”,http://www.ecotrainingaustralia.com.au/index.asp?pagename=dugong)

The gestation period for a dugong is 13 months. Females produce one calf at a time which is not fully weaned until about 18 months and remains close to its mother for up to 8 years after birth. It has been suggested that this mother calf bond is extremely strong. Dugongs have a very low reproductive rate with females tending to produce only a few offspring over their lifetime, usually every 3 to 7 years. Females tend to become sexually mature at 10 years, commonly producing their first offspring when they are 17 to 18 years of age. Dugongs commonly live to about 50 years in the wild however some individuals have been known to live up to 70 years. Dugongs are protected in Australia but are allowed to be hunted by Indigenous peoples for food and cultural reasons. Dugong populations are also being affected by habitat destruction, particularly runoff from agricultural areas affecting seagrass beds. Fatalities also occur due to dugongs being hit by boats and by being caught in nets. Natural predators include sharks and salt water crocodiles as well as killer whales, particularly in the Shark Bay region of Western Australia. 

3) Dugongs over graze and destroy the seagrass valleys -australian-animals.net and more ev

Malaysiasite.nl 2001(“ Pulau Mantanani”, http://www.malaysiasite.nl/mantananieng.htm)

Dugongs are often called sea cows due to their large size and herbivorous nature. While they may consume over 15 different species of sea grasses, their preferred varieties (which are found in abundance on Mantanani) are species of the genera Halodule and Halophila. Dugongs consume vast quantities of sea grass: a fully-grown dugong will eat up to 35 kg per day, a tenth of its body weight. As they pluck up the sea grass, the dugongs leave tell-tale meandering paths of white sand in their wake -- a feeding trail.

Dugong: Alt Cause (Bycatch)

Alt Cause- Bycatch

The Daily Telegraph 2009(The Daily Telegraph (Australia), “Dugong is left to die--- shark nets trap rare visitor”, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9647857520&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9647857525&cisb=22_T9647857524&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=244786&docNo=3 , 11/26/2009)

A DUGONG was found dead in a Sydney shark net yesterday morning -- more than nine hours after the marine mammal was first reported to be trapped and fighting for its life.The State Government yesterday denied not doing enough to save the creature, which is an endangered species and an exceptionally rare visitor to Sydney's coast.A NSW Police spokesman told The Daily Telegraph yesterday a woman sea kayaker had seen what she believed was a dugong or a seal, trapped and fighting for its life in the shark nets at Coogee Beach and had called NSW Water Police at 8pm.``At 8.10pm the Fisheries section of the Department of Primary Industries was notified by water police,'' the police spokesman said. ``Water police at the same time contacted the private contractor in charge of the shark nets.``A water police vessel was in the area -- attending a self-harm incident at The Gap. At 9.15pm they were asked by DPI to confirm if an animal was in the nets. They could not find anything, as it was dark.''About 5.30am yesterday Coogee Surf Life Saving Club members training in their surf boats found the dugong dead and snarled in the net.``It looked like it had tried with all its might to get out -- it looked like it had done a sort of croc roll to try to escape and was covered in twisted netting,'' said Coogee SLSC member Ben Burdett, who was on one of the surf boats yesterday. ``We were all really shocked, everyone felt terrible.''Coogee Beach was buzzing with news of the death of the dugong, an adult about 2m in length.A spokesman for Industry and Investment NSW, a section of the NSW DPI, denied State Government rules intended to save marine life caught in shark nets had failed.

Dugong: Alt Cause- Dredging 

Alt Cause- Dredging 

The Australian, 4/1(“Dredging threatens dugongs”,  http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9647728842&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=26&resultsUrlKey=29_T9647728845&cisb=22_T9647728844&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=244777&docNo=49)

UP to 55 million cubic metres of dredge spoil will be dumped on seagrass beds in Gladstone harbour to allow the development of the LNG export industry, despite the risks to the region's dugong population. With Curtis Island, on the edge of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, already declared the site of planned LNG terminals and wharves, the Bligh government yesterday released maps to indicate the proposed dredging and land reclamation works. The government investigated several sites for dumping the dredge spoils and settled on an extension of Fisherman's Landing. Seagrass grows in that area -- Gladstone is the only dugong feeding place in the region -- and the reclamation site will need to be set back 40m from the foreshore to maintain mangroves. Given the space restrictions, and the fact that the site only provides storage for 29 million cubic metres of the estimated 55 million cubic metres of spoil needing to be dumped, not only will the seagrass be buried but a 50-70m high mound of soil will be visible above the waterline. Premier Anna Bligh yesterday said the Port of Gladstone was one of the largest mining export facilities on Australia's east coast and one of three major ports in Queensland. ``Last week we witnessed a historic $60 billion LNG agreement and this will present massive opportunities and also many challenges for Gladstone,'' she said.Greens Senate candidate Larissa Waters said the government was ``willing to trade off the health of the residents and the wildlife of Gladstone for royalties''.``Expanding dirty industries on the shores of the southern Great Barrier Reef exposes the state government's contempt for our most profitable tourism icon,'' Ms Waters said.``Instead of supporting job-rich clean renewable energy, the state government's fossil fuel obsession is selling out our reef and Queensland's environment.``From dumping dredge spoil on dugong feeding grounds to facilitating industries which spew out greenhouse gas emissions, this is bad news for the 63,000 people who rely on the reef for employment, and bad news for future generations.''

Dugong: Alt Cause (Hunting)

Alt Cause- Dugong is Hunted

Cairns Post 6/11(Daniel Bateman,Despair at Far Northern dugong hunts, 6/11/2010, http://www.cairns.com.au/article/2010/06/11/113581_print-version.html)

The society's Far North Queensland representative, Sam Sakamoto, said Japanese people were respectful of native cultures, but many would be shocked to find endangered dugongs were still being hunted in Australia, using both legal and illegal methods."It is a shock," Mr Sakamoto said. "It doesn't matter which nation is hunting those animals, but I feel very sorry for them, even kangaroos."Every time I see a dead body of a kangaroo on the highway, I feel very sorry for them because we are using their habitat."It comes as the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority steps up its patrols of illegal dugong poaching in the region after the deaths of five dugongs in Cairns waters in the past three months, including two dugongs caught in a net off the coast of Yarrabah last week.GBRMPA chairman Dr Russell Reichelt said compliance patrols would be sent to areas where the practice had been reported."Traditional owners value their right to hunt culturally significant animals in their sea country and respect the importance of doing this in a sustainable way," Dr Reichelt said.“Regrettably, the practice by some people of illegally using nets for the purpose of targeting dugong is now impacting on those traditional owners."Traditional owners met in Cairns yesterday for a symposium on the hunting of dugong and turtles, hosted by Leichhardt Family First candidate Yodie Batzke.She called for a 12-month trial moratorium on hunting turtle and dugong."A moratorium is common sense, it's logic - we need to get some sound management practices right across the board," she said.Danny O'Shane, from the North Queensland Land Council, who attended the symposium, did not support a moratorium on dugong hunting saying it would affect those indigenous communities who depend on it for fresh meat. “I don't support the idea of blatant misuse of the resource," Mr O'Shane said."I know that happens and it has to stop. But the way to control that is through the agreement with all the traditional owner groups."GBRMPA indigenous reef advisory committee chairwoman Melissa George said a holistic approach to dugong management was needed.

Traditi
onal Hunting and The Black Market funds Dugong Hunting 

Schwarten, 09(Evan Schwarten, Minister for public works and information and communication, Stop Dugong hunting: Aboriginal leader” http://news.ninemsn.com.au/national/855525/stop-dugong-hunting-aboriginal-leader)

North Queensland Land Council chair Terry O'Shane said that although traditional owners had the right to hunt the endangered species for traditional purposes, they had a responsibility to protect the environment."What I'm talking to the mobs about is developing a responsible response to those rights," he told AAP."We need to protect the ecosystem."Dugong is an endangered species and we have to recognise that too."His comments come after reports poachers at Yarrabah in far north Queensland have been abusing native title laws to kill dugong and turtles before selling the meat on the black market for up to $50 a kilogram.The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority are investigating the reports.Yarrabah Mayor Percy Neal said that while he had no direct knowledge of the trade, anyone caught abusing native title rights should be punished."They should be prosecuted, we shouldn't be profiting from our native title rights," Mr Neal told AAP. However, he said, there was little the community could do to stop the practice after the federal government cut funding for its ranger program earlier this year. The council had employed 16 rangers under the Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP) scheme before the government axed the program on July 1.It says the community now has just one ranger to police 240,000 hectares of land and 29km of coastline."It's an impossible job," Mr Neal said.A spokesman for federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett said the Yarrabah council had not applied for land or sea management funding in the wake of the demise of the CDEP scheme.He said Innisfail-based Terrain Natural Resource Management had been appointed to handle the land management for Yarrabah but no applications for funding had been received in relation to sea management.

No Moratorium on Dugong hunting

Brisban Times 6/8, (Brisban Times,  “No moratorium on dugong hunting”, http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/no-moratorium-on-dugong-hunting-20100608-xte8.html)

Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett will not support a moratorium on killing dugongs, believing better policing and education will stop the gentle animals being hunted to extinction. Mr Garrett was in Cairns today to commit $15 million to measure water quality improvements made through a federal program that supports farmers to cut the amount of nutrients that leave their farms and flow into the Great Barrier Reef.Calls for a crackdown on illegal dugong netting in far north Queensland have been growing since the bodies of three of the endangered creatures were discovered near Cairns in April.Only one could be saved.Former federal Liberal MP Warren Entsch, who is contesting the next election, believes indigenous people have taken advantage of laws that allow them to hunt dugong and have set up a lucrative dugong meat industry.Traditional owners can hunt the animals using traditional means, but netting is banned. Conservationist Bob Irwin, father of the late "crocodile hunter" Steve Irwin, is calling for a moratorium.But Mr Garrett said it was unnecessary at this point. Compliance officers and training programs to ensure dugongs were hunted in sustainable numbers would take time to have an effect, he said."I am confident that if we put those measures in place and see them through then it's an issue that can be properly addressed without a moratorium," Mr Garrett told reporters.Traditional land owners would welcome the support, Mr Garrett said."We recognise that some indigenous people have specific rights, they are cultural rights, they are not commercial rights," he said."It is just a question of making sure that everybody understands what their rights and responsibilities are and make sure that they put them into practice."

No Extinction: Australia/Diverse

10,000 dugongs in Northern Australiaa alone, no chance of extinction

CRC Reef Research, 2k2 (CRC Reef Research, The Cooperative Research Centre for the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area (incorporated as CRC Reef Research Centre Ltd) is a knowledge-based partnership of coral reef managers, researchers and industry, http://sydneyaquarium.myfun.com.au/upload/Document/CLA030_17_1_1.pdf)

The remote coast was surveyed in 1984,1985, 1990,1995 and 2000 using the same technique. The number of dugongs did not change significantly during these surveys;this area supports an estimated 10,000 dugongs and 4,400 km2of seagrass.This suggests that the dugong population is stable in the northern Great Barrier Reef.

Diverse spread of Dugong and 85,000 in australia means no probability of extinction

The Humane Society 2009 (“Dugong”, http://www.hsus.org/marine_mammals/a_closer_look_at_marine_mammals/dugongs.html)

The large, slow-moving dugong (Dugong dugon) is found in 43 countries along the western Pacific and Indian Oceans (also known as the Indo-Pacific), with populations ranging from the coastal waters of East Africa and the Persian Gulf to Japan, the Philippines, and Australia. With approximately 85,000 animals, Australia has the highest dugong population.

Bases Good- East Asian Stability

Okinawa Military base key to peace and prosperity in east asia


East West Center 3/13(“Regional Security and Okinawa in the U.S.-Japan Alliance”,http://www.eastwestcenter.org/ewc-in-washington/events/previous-events-2010/march-9-regional-security-and-okinawa-in-the-us-japan-alliance/)

Finally, Mr. Derek Mitchell, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Asian & Pacific Affairs, reviewed the current status of the U.S.-Japan Alliance and the prospects for the future. He pointed out that much of the positive change in Asia, including economic growth and the development of democracy, is due to the role of the Alliance in maintaining peace and stability in the region. He explained that the presence of American troops in Okinawa continues to serve as a deterrent and an important part of regional peace. The current questions over American bases in Okinawa have no easy answers, but he explained that the United States, Japan, and the people of Okinawa should continue to investigate a sustainable and mutually beneficial way to resolve the concerns.

Removing troops from okinawa causes asian power vacuum 

Auer, 98(James Auer, James E. Auer is the Director of the Center for U.S.-Japan Studies and Cooperation at the Vanderbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies, “letters”)

Mike Mochizuki and Michael O'Hanlon ("The Marines Should Come Home," spring issue) argue that the rape of a 12-year-old Japanese girl by U.S. servicemen stationed in Okinawa reveals a fragility in the US.-Japan alliance and that the alliance needs rethinking. But their solution, to withdraw the Okinawan-based Marines of the US. Seventh Fleet, the core of the U.S.-Japan Security treaty's credibility, is mistaken. Mochizuki and O'Hanlon can talk all they want of technological changes that make the deployment of Marines in Okinawa an anachronism, but to remove them because of an aberrant crime while Japan's ability to assist the U.S. in a crisis is doubtful; while North Korea shows no understanding of what has happened in the former Soviet Union and else where and has forces deployed close to the DMZ; and while the future of China post-Deng Xiaoping is extremely uncertain, could promote a power vacuum and would provoke anxiety in Japan, South Korea, and Southeast Asia. I agree that the alliance needs reexamination but the reason is the end of the Cold War, during which, owing to geography, Japan could con tribute meaningfully by deterring Soviet military power without deploying military forces far outside Japanese territory. A lively debate is now ongoing in Japan about whether or not collective self defense is permissible and whether Japan's current or modernized Self-Defense Forces (not offensive ones) can operate outside Japan. If the result is positive, which is now likely within a decade, such a policy would be supported by the Japanese public and by Japan's Asian neighbors, especially if Japan stays within the Security Treaty and UN peace keeping frameworks. Under such a policy, for example, Japan could have sent several destroyers with the USS Independence to maintain freedom of the seas near Taiwan (and thus near Japan too) last March. China would have com plained loudly, but would not China have respected joint action by the two largest economies in the world even more than unilateral U.S. action? If China believes it can successfully prevent the United States and Japan from acting together to maintain stability in the economic center of the world, will China be motivated toward a peaceful course or to ward intimidation? When the United States and Japan last declared their determination to act together, in June 1981, the result was Soviet restructuring rather than aggression. If Japan clarifies its right to exercise collective self-defense, the need to keep the Seventh Fleet (and its Oki nawa-based Marines) at present strength for the indefinite future will lessen. Until then, precipitous action should be avoided. 

Okinawa is key to preventing east asian conflict

Dobson 98 (Lt. Col Robert Dobson, USMC Federal Executive Fellow, brookings, “letters”)

According to Mike Mochizuki and Michael O'Hanlon ("The Marines Should Come Home," spring issue) Okinawa-based U.S. Marines "are not central ... to the U.S. role in Asia."

 I disagree. Strategically, Okinawa is of immense value. Within a 2,000 nautical mile arc of Okinawa are Singapore, Bangkok, Ho Chi Minh City, Manilla, Taipei, Beijing, Seoul, and Tokyo. U.S. Marines on Okinawa are transportable anywhere in the East Asia Pacific theater, immediately available air or sealift, thereby preserving limited strategic airlift and sealift for the important flow of additional forces and supplies from the continental United States. If the Okinawa-based Marines were sent home, in theater response time would be greatly delayed. More than 5,000 strategic airlift sorties would be required to move the Marines and their equipment into theater. Strategic airlift, al ready double-counted in support of current two major regional contingency war plans, would be largely unavailable, necessitating a 30-day ship transit from the west coast to the Pacific theater. Okinawa also has tremendous strategic value as a forward logistic base. White Beach Naval Station can simultaneously load 7 amphibious ships (2 large deck and 5 smaller ships). More than 50 million gallons of fuel can be stored on Okinawa. More than 5,000 pieces of equipment are stored in more than 55,000 square feet of warehouse space. Okinawa's strategic value can be realized only if general purpose forces are stationed there, ready for immediate use. Only thus can essentialinfrastructure be kept available and ready Permanently stationed forces maintain support and basing that are vital in time of crisis and conflict. The Okinawa-based Third Marine Expeditionary Force is perfectly suited to support our evolving security requirements in the East Asia-Pacific. Current U.S.-Japanese security arrangements require the Japanese to provide for island defense and sea lane control out to 1,000 nautical miles. Japan is protected by the U.S. nuclear umbrella. U.S. forces in Japan (including Marines on Okinawa) provide for expanded island defense and a power projection capability. Most experts agree that future conflicts in the Pacific will involve the defense or seizure of key sea lanes to guarantee the uninterrupted flow of strategic raw materials. Several sea lanes are now disputed territories. U.S. Marine forces, fighting as part of a joint or combined Naval force, task organized and self sustainable, are especially suited for a wide variety of missions in a maritime theater, including seizure and defense of advanced naval bases and sea lanes, amphibious operations, conventional operations ashore, tactical recovery of aircraft and personnel, non combatant evacuation, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. U.S. Marines remain a key element of a naval force in a maritime theater of operations. There are now 22 disputed regions in the Pacific. As recent events in China and Taiwan prove, these disputed regions are areas of likely conflict. In this uncertain world, it's hard to know where and how a force will be used. General purpose U.S. Marines may be used to separate combatants or to rein force a regional ally. Therefore, maintaining a rapidly deploy able, flexible, self-sustaining general purpose force serves our best interests and creates dilem mas for potential adversaries. While U.S. Army forces in South Korea remain focused there, the general purpose U.S. Marine forces on Okinawa are immediately available to the the greater commander for short-notice crisis response missions. In February 1995, part of my battalion (3rd Bn, 7th Mir), then deployed to Okinawa, assisted in the amphibious withdrawal of UNOSOM II personnel from Somalia by carrying out amphibious landings, relief-in-place of Pakistani, Bangladeshi, and Italian forces, and concluded with an amphibious withdrawal under pressure. Furthermore, Okinawa based Marines participate in more than 70 combined and bilateral exercises a year. The exercises, conducted with Japan, Russia, Thailand, Philippines, South Korea, Australia and many other East Asia-Pacific countries, enhance host nation capabilities, foster regional co operation and integration, and give form and substance to our bilateral security commitments. Collectively, the 18,000 U.S. Marines in Okinawa serve, during times of peace, to increase the defense capabilities of our friends and demonstrate our continued commitment to de fend common interests. Redeploying them to the United States would be inconsistent with our mutual security objectives of preventing the emergence of a hostile regional power, keeping the sea lanes open, and maintaining commercial and economic access to the region. It would also re quire Japan to modify its constitution and create a Japanese power projection capability. Without question, bringing the Marines home would be viewed by other countries in the region as a lessening of U.S. commitment and a heightening of Japan's potential military posture. Such a situation would fracture our delicate regional bilateral alliance structure. 

Weakening US military presence in Okinawa leads to the destabilization of the region

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

Potential enemies of Japan and the U.S. are watching to see if there are chinks in this Alliance, because if it can be weakened today, maybe it can be weakened further tomorrow. Our friends, those who share our values of liberty and our respect for human rights, are also watching. They want to remain firmly in our corner, but if they begin to suspect that our Alliance is not as strong as it once was, or that the United States is not as able as it was to ensure security in East Asia, one of two things is going to happen. Either those countries are going to drastically increase their defense budgets to make up for their lack of faith in the Alliance's ability to defend them, leading to a regional arms race, or those nations will look for another country, and another political philosophy, to partner with. Either of those developments would be very dangerous for Japan and a serious threat to the prosperity and stability of the region. The world is watching to see how committed the U.S. and Japan are to regional security and to a 50-year old Alliance. This is a national security issue for the Asia-Pacific region, not a local issue. For me, as the Commander of Marine Forces Pacific, it is an operational issue. For the U.S. and Japan it is a vital regional stability issue - the greater good of many nations. It is an Alliance issue. An economic prosperity issue. It is about our collective futures in the most important region on earth. It is not just about a local basing issue. People ask me occasionally if I am worried about some of the current discussions in Japan. I am not. I know that two nations who share our core values will find a way to sustain 10,000 U.S. Marines on Okinawa with the capabilities they require, while enabling the residents there more fully to benefit from the peace and prosperity that all of us have worked so hard for. I know - indeed I am convinced - that one of the greatest and most important Alliances in history will be even stronger in years to come than it is today, and that the U.S.-Japan Alliance will continue to be the cornerstone of our security policy in Asia and beyond. Thank you.

Okinawa military base is critical to east asian security 

Axe 6/28(David Axe,David Axe is an independent military correspondent based in South Carolina. He has reported from Iraq, Afghanistan, East Timor, Lebanon, Somalia, Chad and other conflict zones. Axe is the author of the graphic novels WAR FIX and WAR IS BORING and the nonfiction books ARMY 101 and FROM A TO B. He blogs at www.warisboring.com., “why allies need US Base”, http://the-diplomat.com/author/david/)

A gray US Air Force tanker banks sharply toward the runway, its four turbofans screaming as it flares for landing. As its tires hit the runway they give off a bluish smoke through which the outline of a US Navy maritime patrol plane taxiing on the tarmac becomes visible.It’s the patrol plane’s turn now, and it accelerates, its propellers grinding the air, to take its place in a long line of aircraft waiting to take off from the Kadena Air Base, the largest part of what is arguably the most vital military complex in the Pacific for the United States and its closest regional allies.An explosive political drama that reached its climax earlier this month underscored the importance of Kadena and the surrounding bases. On June 2, Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama stepped down after weeks of tumbling public support for his administration. The reason—the ongoing uncertainty over the future of US forces in Japan.During the general election campaign last year, Hatoyama had vowed to reconsider a 2006 deal over the relocation of US Marines from the Futenma Air Station, a smaller base just south of Kadena. After strongly hinting that he would abandon the 2006 deal, Hatoyama announced in late May his continued support for the existing agreement reached under the previous Liberal Democratic Party administration.Under this agreement, the Marines would eventually relocate their airstrip to a less-populated part of the island prefecture. But many Okinawans oppose any US military presence there at all. US bases—and Futenma, especially—have generally been unpopular among the now largely pacifist Japanese public, particularly Okinawans. In 1995, three US servicemen from Futenma abducted and raped a local schoolgirl, further stoking opposition to the base. And aircraft crashes are another safety concern, especially as Kadena and Futenma have between them several hundred US military aircraft permanently based at facilities surrounded by densely populated residential neighbourhoods.The decision to stick with the 2006 deal represented the belated recognition on Hatoyama’s part that ‘there was no other good option’ for the strategically-vital Marine presence and for the US-Japanese alliance in general, according to Michael Auslin, an Asia expert with the American Enterprise Institute. In that context, the prime minister’s vague election promise to Okinawan base-detractors was a ‘miscalculation.’So, will the Futenma dispute also prove the undoing of Hatoyama’s successor, Naoto Kan, who has so far stayed quiet on the base issue? If anything, the crisis over Futenma underscored the lasting, even growing, importance of US military facilities in Okinawa—not only for the United States, but also for Japan and other US allies. As China’s economic and military rise continues and tensions mount over North Korea’s nuclear programme and its alleged sinking of a South Korean warship, the US and its Asian allies need Okinawa more than ever.‘The US, South Korea and Australia have been very vocal to Japan, saying, “Hey, be careful what you’re doing,”’ Sheila Smith, an analyst with the Council on Foreign Relations, says. ‘This isn’t a good moment to be taking large numbers of US forces out of Japan.’Aside from US forces in South Korea (which are exclusively focused on the North Korean land threat) there are just two significant concentrations of US troops in East Asia: in Okinawa and on the Pacific island of Guam. Okinawa lies just an hour’s flight time from both the Korean Peninsula and Taiwan; Guam, by contrast, is 1000 miles from any potential theatre of war.‘It may be easier for us to be there [in Guam], as far as the diplomatic issue is concerned,’ says Air Force spokesman John Monroe. ‘But if we’re in Guam, we’re out of the fight’ due to the distance. For combat forces to be capable of reacting quickly to the most likely crises, Okinawa is the only realistic option.Without its 2 Okinawan air bases and their 3 roughly 10,000-foot runways, the US military—and by extension, US allies—would depend almost entirely on a handful of US aircraft carriers for bringing to bear aerial firepower in East Asia. That might be a realistic option, except that China has lately deployed several new classes of anti-ship weaponry specifically meant for sinking US carriers, including the widely-feared DF-21 ballistic missile and a flotilla of stealthy fast-attack vessels.In recognition of Okinawa’s growing importance, the Pentagon has spent billions of dollars in the past decade modernizing forces and facilities on the island. The US Army deployed Patriot air-defence missiles capable of shooting down enemy aircraft as well as ballistic missiles, a favourite weapon of both China and North Korea. Kadena got extensive new storage bunkers for bombs, missiles and spare parts, allowing the base to support potentially hundreds of aircraft flown in from the United States during an emergency. In 2007, the US Air Force began stationing Global Hawk long-range spy drones and F-22 Raptor stealth fighters at Kadena.The Raptors represent perhaps the greatest improvement. Indeed, in the minds of US planners, in many ways Okinawa’s most important function is to support the F-22s. In a 2009 study examining a simulated air war pitting the United States and Taiwan against China, the California-based think-tank RAND concluded that a wing of F-22s could shoot down 27 Chinese fighters for every Raptor lost in the air.F-22s flying from Okinawa could also clear the way for air strikes on ground targets in China or North Korea, according to Lieutenant Colonel Wade Tolliver, commander of the 27th Fighter Squadron, an F-22 unit based in Virginia that routinely sends Raptors to Kadena. ‘There are a lot of countries out there that have developed highly integrated air-defence systems,’ Tolliver says. ‘What we need to do is take some of our assets that have special capabilities…and we need to roll back those integrated air defence systems so we can bring in our joint forces.’The base’s ability to host F-22s and follow-on aircraft is ‘probably the most important thing about Kadena,’ Monroe says. ‘Because of our capability to stage forces out of here—this is a huge runway—we do believe we have unmatched air power.’All this planning for air wars with China and North Korea doesn’t mean that planners in the United States, Japan or anywhere else believe such conflict is inevitable. Pyongyang remains predictable only in its volatility, but Washington, Tokyo and Beijing are all working hard to forge peaceful and lasting ties. The strategic uncertainty is in the margins. ‘There’s no question you want to engage China, but (we should) hedge against an uncertain future,’ Nicholas Szechenyi of the Center for Strategic and International Studies says.It’s as a hedge that Okinawa remains indispensable to the US and its allies—so much so that the shared international need for the island’s bases must trump any Japanese domestic political calculations. Hatoyama ignored that truth at the expense of his job. The question now is will Kan?

US Presence key to peace and stability 

Kapoor 6/10(Rajesh Kapoor, Dr. Rajesh Kapoor is Associate Fellow at the Centre for Land Warfare Studies, New Delhi, “the relevance of Okinawa”,http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/TheStrategicRelevanceofOkinawa_rkapoor_100610)


Notwithstanding popular criticism and opposition, the US-Japan security alliance and the presence of USFJ remain vital to Japanese foreign and security policies. The relocation of USFJ facilities and troops outside Japan may create an imbalance between the two countries over sharing responsibilities under the terms of the security treaty. It is an obligation for the US to defend Japan under Article 5 of the Japan-US Security Treaty, while Japan is obliged to provide the use of facilities and areas in Japan under Article 6 of the treaty. This treaty is quite unlike the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), which provides only for shared defence by the contracting states. USFJ also acts as an “effective deterrent” against any armed aggression. In case attack takes place, the US is bound to protect Japan and even send reinforcements for which the bases are extremely important. In a nutshell, the USFJ is essential for the security of Japan and the presence of US troops in Japan has ensured peace and stability in the region.USFJ in Okinawa might not be welcomed by the people of Okinawa, but Okinawa will remain strategically important for the US. Given the covert security threat from China and overtly manifested threat from North Korea, Japan will always choose in favour of hosting US bases in Okinawa.

Bases Good- Deterrence 

Bases in Okinawa key for our pacific deterrence policy 

The Japan Times2/18 (“Top marine says okinawa bases are vital”, http://search.japantimes.co.jp/print/nn20100218a3.html,  Feb 18, 2010)

The U.S. bases in Okinawa are strategically necessary and marines are prepared to die to protect Japan, the commander of the U.S. Marine Corps of the Pacific said Wednesday in Tokyo.During a speech hosted by the Tokyo American Center in Minato Ward, Lt. Gen. Keith Stalder said the U.S. understands that the alliance is not symmetrical, as Japan bears no responsibility to protect the United States, but it does shoulder the obligation of providing bases to U.S. forces."I want to make this clear — all of the marines standing in this room, all of my marines on Okinawa are willing to die if necessary for the security of Japan," Stalder said. "That is our role in the alliance. Japan does not have a reciprocal obligation to defend the United States, but it absolutely must provide the bases and training that U.S. forces need."Marking the 50th anniversary of the Japan-U.S. security treaty, top Japanese and U.S. officials have been engaged in a series of discussions to deepen bilateral ties. But at the same time, the Hatoyama administration's decision to review the relocation of U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma from Ginowan, Okinawa, has strained relations.“Foreign governments are watching to see whether the United States-Japan alliance is strong enough to find a solution to the current issues again and ensure that the awesome deterring power of the U.S. Marine Corps remains based on Okinawa for decades to come," Stalder said. "Potential enemies of Japan and the U.S. are watching . . . because if (the alliance) can be weakened today, perhaps it can be weakened further tomorrow."Japan agreed with the U.S. in 2006 to move the Futenma aircraft operations, mainly chopper, to Camp Schwab in farther north on Okinawa Island, in the Henoko district of Nago.Stalder declined comment on alternative plans that have been floated, including moving Futenma's operations to Guam, but he stressed the importance of the bases in Okinawa and said marine helicopters must remain close to the ground forces."In order to fulfill our alliance responsibilities to defend Japan, the Marine Corps, the expeditionary, rapidly deployable branch of the U.S. military and the only forward-deployed and available U.S. ground force between Hawaii and India, must be based on Okinawa and must have its helicopters near its ground forces," he said.

American presence is critical to deter and defeat all asian threats

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

If there is one thing history has taught me, it's how un-proficient we are at predicting what the "next big threat" will be. Since we are proven to be so bad at predicting future threats, we must strive to be adaptive and ready for a wide variety of scenarios.How do we maintain security in an unpredictable world? We make it clear that we will protect our and our allies' interests. Our capabilities and readiness must be absolutely unmistakable. If potential troublemakers are convinced the price to pay for misbehavior will be high, perhaps the threats will never develop in the first place.How do we know how many antagonists in this region decided not to get too far out of line because they were worried about how the U.S., based nearby in Japan, would respond? The number, I suspect, is significant. Threats exist, and our Alliance exists to deter and defeat the threats. How do we do that? Well, the U.S. military does it by being present, capable, and well intentioned. Present means we are in the neighborhood, day-in and day-out. We know our way around, we know the local customs, we have friends in the local militaries, and we train for local conditions. That's being present.As far as capable, that means that we can do what we need to do. We have the right people, equipment, and transportation to do our jobs, and everyone, especially the bad guys, knows it.And well intentioned means that we will be fair. The United States military is an impartial presence in the area, forming relationships with dozens of countries, promising to be there when we're needed, bringing some old enemies and competitors closer together. The United States military has no interest in Asia beyond encouraging security. That makes us powerful, because our multitude of bilateral relationships forms an equilibrium that allows the region to move forward .But what happens if you disturb that equilibrium? What happens if people think you are less present than you once were, or less capable, or less willing? The equilibrium could lose balance, countries could look for other ways to feel secure, and the loser, first and foremost, would be Japan, the richest country in Asia.

Bases Good- Disaster Relief

U.S. Military Base in Okinawa critical for disaster relief, saves hundreds of thousands of lives                                                                       The Japan Times 2/10 (“Top marine says okinawa bases are vital”, http://search.japantimes.co.jp/print/nn20100218a3.html,  Feb 18, 2010)                                               

 Stalder also pointed out that the presence of U.S. forces in Okinawa is about more than deterrence because it also involves disaster relief missions. He estimated hundreds of thousands of lives were saved in the last 50 years because of the U.S. bases in Okinawa."Okinawa is in the center of an earthquake-cyclone region. There is probably nowhere better in the world than which to dispatch marines to natural disasters," he said. "Hours matter during such tragedies. Time saved means lives spared in the aftermath of these terrible events."

American Forces In Okinawa Critical for Disaster Relief


Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

One more thing about ground forces. Their mission is not just about conflicts. Look at Haiti today. Think of the response when Mount Pinatubo blew up in the Philippines, or the efforts after the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. Recall responses to cyclones in Bangladesh and Burma. Central to all these humanitarian relief efforts was the Marine Corps. May I interject here how proud the Marine Corps is to be operating with the Japan Self Defense Force in Haiti at this very moment. That your government was willing to send your forces half way around the world to help people in urgent need sends a powerful message about the values of the people of Japan.Every time the Third Marine Expeditionary Force deploys on a humanitarian assistance mission, we are assisted by the citizens of Okinawa. Our bases in Okinawa make these life-saving missions possible, and have resulted in perhaps hundreds of thousands of lives being saved in the last fifty years. Geography matters. Okinawa is in the center of an earthquake and cyclone region. There is probably nowhere better in the world from which to dispatch Marines to natural disasters. Hours matter during such tragedies. Timed saved means lives spared in the aftermath of these terrible events. Humanitarian assistance is also a key means of supporting stability. Disaster relief missions often involve assisting poorer governments lacking the capacity or capability to manage a crisis. By helping those governments meet needs and rebuild lives, we contribute to political stability that sustains economic growth throughout the wider region.Looking to the next 50 years of our Alliance, Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief is an area where the U.S. and Japan have great potential to unite our capabilities and make a difference in the lives of millions of people, as we strengthen peace and stability. Humanitarian assistance is important because it enhances political stability, reinforces to the world our fundamental values, and provides an answer to our enemies who lie about our intentions. But it also reinforces deterrence. 

Bases Good- Asian Peace


American Military presence critical to asian peace prosperity

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

And what made the Asian economic miracle possible?

I submit that the single most important contributor to the Asian transformation of the last 50 years was peace. With the exception of the Vietnam conflict and isolated - though truly tragic - outbreaks of localized violence, the last 50 years have seen unprecedented levels of peace and security in East Asia.

The knowledge that the United States was present in Asia, and that the U.S., through its security Alliance with Japan, was committed to maintaining stability in the region, allowed East Asian countries, including Japan, to focus their national wealth and human capital on development, rather than on defense.

Make no mistake. The prosperity that Asia knows today would not have been possible without the calm security environment encouraged by our Alliance. As I said, I am in Tokyo this week first and foremost to thank Japan. But I am also here, as I am every few months, to have sobering conversations with your country's military and civilian leaders. While the threats to the peace and security of East Asia today are in some ways different from those of 1960, they are still profound. Let us start with North Korea. I need not explain to a Japanese audience why and how North Korea is a threat. That so many of your citizens have been imperiled or harmed by North Korea's predatory practices over several decades is evidence enough of the dangerous behavior of that country. North Korea maintains one of the world's largest armies, it is actively pursuing weapons of mass destruction, and its missile program is a real danger to Japan.

Bases Good- North Korea Deterrence 

Okinawa is critical to deter North Korea

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

While the threats to the peace and security of East Asia today are in some ways different from those of 1960, they are still profound. Let us start with North Korea. I need not explain to a Japanese audience why and how North Korea is a threat. That so many of your citizens have been imperiled or harmed by North Korea's predatory practices over several decades is evidence enough of the dangerous behavior of that country. North Korea maintains one of the world's largest armies, it is actively pursuing weapons of mass destruction, and its missile program is a real danger to Japan.When you put North Korea's provocative behavior together with its missiles, and then realize Pyongyang says it is capable of producing nuclear devices, the sobering reality of the present day security situation is quite clear. As you know, the United States bases about 28,500 military personnel in the Republic of Korea as a deterrent to cross border attacks and to train with the Korean military.Were there ever a security emergency in the area, or an outbreak of full scale hostilities, the U.S. and other countries would augment those forces to provide support and specialized capabilities.I should point out here that one of Third Marine Expeditionary Force's roles would be to help ensure the security of civilians in the Republic of Korea, including the large number of Japanese citizens there.Some recent press stories in the U.S. claim that the Marines are on Okinawa primarily to prepare to fight in Korea. That assertion is of course untrue. Okinawa Marines train to respond to dozens of different emergencies and contingencies.Nevertheless, the fact is that the presence of quickly deployable, superbly trained and equipped, highly mobile Marines on Okinawa is a strong deterrent to the North Korean regime. That deterrence benefits two countries more than any other - the Republic of Korea, and Japan. 

Bases Good- Japanese Soft Power

Our presence in Japan is key to Japanese softpower

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

It is our presence here that creates the equilibrium that has served Asia so well. It is our presence here that balances influences from competitors and potential adversaries. And it is our presence here that has allowed Japan to focus its resources on diplomatic and economic power - what we sometimes call soft power - and to dedicate over 99% of its Gross Domestic Product to non-defense expenditures.Which brings us to the foundation of our Alliance, the core of the agreement between our two countries. When we strip all the other, very important cooperative efforts away, the bedrock of our Alliance is quite basic: Our Treaty commitment to Japan means that whenever a soldier, marine, sailor, or airman swears an oath to support and defend our Constitution of the United States, that person takes on the obligation to defend Japan if it is ever attacked. Our service members are prepared to risk their lives in defense of Japan. Unlike in NATO, Japan does not have a reciprocal obligation to defend the United States.

The United States fully understands and accepts this asymmetry, but it is important to remind ourselves that it exists. In return for U.S. defense guarantees, Japan provides bases, opportunities to train, and, in more recent times, financial support.

Bases Good- Deterrence

Ground Forces are key to deter

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

There are some in Japan who say that the Navy that is based here is enough of a deterrent force. As someone who has served deployments on aircraft carriers, let me say that the technology at the disposal of the U.S. Navy is both sophisticated and devastating to adversaries.Our outstanding sailors and naval aviators are a key component of deterrence in this region, but they are limited by what they can accomplish from the sea and using their aircraft.And then there is the Air Force. Some of you know, I'm a fighter pilot. I flew F-4s and F-18s for most of my career, and I still take a helicopter up once in a while. The capabilities of our aircraft are stunning. The combat power of the U.S. Air Force, particularly when it combines efforts with the Japan Air Self Defense Force, is breathtaking. And yet, if we have learned nothing else over the last 50 years, it is that air power and sea power alone are inadequate to fight wars, and are inadequate as deterrents. In the days immediately following the attack on the World Trade Center, operations in Afghanistan against Al Qaeda and the Taliban were of necessity conducted exclusively with air power. Air power was able to destroy all Taliban and Al Qaeda targets, but it had no effect on the willingness of the enemy to discontinue fighting. U.S. ground forces were required to defeat the Taliban government. And regardless of what you may think about the Iraq conflict, and I realize there are different opinions in this room, certainly a lesson from Iraq is the limits of air and sea power. Only ground forces were able to defeat Saddam Hussein's forces in Iraq. Ladies and gentlemen, in the Asia Pacific, U.S. ground forces are Marines. The U.S. army maintains soldiers in the Republic of Korea, but those soldiers are not expeditionary for the purpose of responding to emergencies elsewhere. They are largely dedicated to remaining on the Korean Peninsula in support of the combined defense. This means the only deployable U.S. ground forces between Hawaii and India are the U.S. Marines on Okinawa. Those are the ground forces assigned to defend Japan and to maintain security in East Asia. The notion that "we like the Alliance but we don't need or want ground forces" won't work.It is impossible to deter, defend and defeat without the ability to deploy ground forces rapidly in times of crisis. The U.S. cannot meet its Alliance obligation to defend Japan and maintain regional peace and security without ground forces equipped with the appropriate capabilities and training. Without expeditionary ground forces, the deterrent power of our Alliance would be greatly weakened.

Bases Good- Power Projection

US presence in okinawa critical to power projection capabilities

Klinger 9 (Bruce Klinger, Bruce Klingner is the Senior Research Fellow for Northeast Asia at The Heritage Foundation's Asian Studies Center, he was the selected as Chief of CIA's Korea Branch which provided analytic reports on military developments during the nuclear crisis with North Korea. From 1996-2001, Klingner was the Deputy Chief for Korea in the CIA's Directorate of Intelligence where he was responsible for analyzing Korean political, military, economic and leadership issues for the president and other senior policymakers.,  “U.S. Should Stay Firm on Implementation of Okinawa Force Realignment”, http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2009/12/us-should-stay-firm-on-implementation-of-okinawa-force-realignment; december 16 2009)

 Okinawa's strategic location contributes to potent U.S. deterrent and power projection capabilities as well as enabling rapid and flexible contingency response, including to natural disasters in Asia. Marine ground units on Okinawa can utilize Futenma airlift to deploy quickly to amphibious assault and landing ships stationed at the nearby U.S. Naval Base at Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture. Okinawa has four long runways: two at Kadena Air Base, one at Futenma, and one at Naha civilian airfield. The Futenma runway would likely be eliminated after return to Okinawa control to enable further civilian urban expansion. The planned FRF would compensate by building two new (albeit shorter) runways at Camp Schwab. However, if the Futenma unit redeployed to Guam instead, no new runway on Okinawa would be built. Japan would have thus lost a strategic national security asset, which includes the capability to augment U.S. or Japanese forces during a crisis in the region. Not having runways at Futenma or Schwab would be like sinking one's own aircraft carrier, putting further strain on the two runways at Kadena. Redeploying U.S. forces from Japan and Okinawa to Guam would reduce alliance deterrent and combat capabilities. Guam is 1,400 miles, a three-hour flight, and multiple refueling operations farther from potential conflict zones. Furthermore, moving fixed-wing aircraft to Guam would drastically reduce the number of combat aircraft sorties that U.S. forces could conduct during crises with North Korea or China, while exponentially increasing refueling and logistic requirements.

Bases Good- China Relations

Military Presence in Okinawa is key to china relations

Bush 3/10( Ricahrd C. Bush III,  Director, Center for Northeast Asian Policy Studies,  “Okinawa and Security in Easy Asia”, http://www.brookings.edu/speeches/2010/0310_japan_politics_bush.aspx)

The most sensible strategy—for both the U.S. and Japan—is to try to shape China’s intentions over time so that they move in a benign direction; so that it has more to gain from cooperation than a challenge. This has been the U.S. and Japan’s strategy since the early 1970s. The strategy has a good foundation in economic interdependence. However, it is easier said than done and is one of the biggest challenges of this century. The strategy requires at least two elements: engaging and incorporating China as much as possible, and maintaining the strength and willingness to define limits. This combination of elements is important because engagement without strength would lead China to exploit our good will while strength without engagement would lead China to suspect that our intentions are not benign. If engagement-plus-strength is the proper strategy for the U.S. and Japan each to cope with a rising China, it only makes sense that Japan and the United States will be more effective if they work together, complementing each other’s respective abilities. The strength side of this equation almost requires Japan to rely on the alliance since history suggests that it will not build up sufficiently on its own. An important part of strength is positioning your power in the right places. That is why forward deployment of U.S. forces in Japan has always been important. That is why our presence on Okinawa is important. 

Okinawa key to deterring China from taking taiwan 

Bush 3/10( Ricahrd C. Bush III,  Director, Center for Northeast Asian Policy Studies,  “Okinawa and Security in Easy Asia”, http://www.brookings.edu/speeches/2010/0310_japan_politics_bush.aspx)

Taiwan also has concerns. The Marines on Okinawa, plus the U.S. air force, serve to strengthen deterrence in the event of aggression by China against Taiwan. China will be less likely to mount an attack because the U.S. has both ground troops and an air base on Okinawa. If China attacked U.S. installations on Okinawa, that almost ensures a serious conflict. The bases act as a tripwire.

Location Key

The base must remain in Okinawa-geography

Reuters 2/18 (“Top U.S. Pacific Marine says base must be in okinawa”, Feb 11 2010, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE61I12U20100219)

TOKYO (Reuters) - The top U.S. Marine in the Pacific said on Friday that his forces needed to be based on the southern island of Okinawa for strategic reasons, as Tokyo struggles to resolve a dispute with Washington over relocating a base. The relocation of the Futenma Marine base on Okinawa is at the center of a feud between Washington and Tokyo that is eroding support for Japan's governing Democratic Party and setting its coalition partners at odds ahead of an election expected in July. Okinawa is in the perfect place in the region," said Lieutenant General Keith Stalder, when asked about suggestions that the base be moved to Guam or the tiny island of Tinian."It's literally a day away from almost anything that can occur in the region," he said during a visit to Tokyo.Stalder underscored the U.S. view that a 2006 agreement between the two governments to shift the Futenma base to a more remote area of Okinawa as part of a realignment that involves moving 8,000 Marines to Guam was the most desirable option. But he said shifting all Japan-based Marines elsewhere would not be feasible."The notion that you can have an alliance and deter and respond with only sea and air forces is a misperception that I want to dispel," he said. "You've got to have ground forces."Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama said before toppling a long-ruling conservative party in a general election last year that the base should be moved out of the region, sparking a row that threatened to undermine ties with the United States.The Democratic Party needs to win a majority in the upper house poll to end its reliance on an awkward coalition with two smaller parties. A poor result could even result in policy gridlock.Media polls show concern about Hatoyama's handling of Japan's relationship with its most important ally is damaging government support. Japanese media said on Friday the government had sounded out U.S. officials about a proposal to put a new helipad inside an existing base, but one of the Democrats' tiny allies, the Social Democratic Party, said it would be unacceptable to local people.

Okinawa is in a critical location-key to readiness 

Kapoor 6/10(Rajesh Kapoor, Dr. Rajesh Kapoor is Associate Fellow at the Centre for Land Warfare Studies, New Delhi, “the relevance of Okinawa”,http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/TheStrategicRelevanceofOkinawa_rkapoor_100610)


In the post-Occupation period, US troops and military bases in Japan have been instrumental in ensuring peace and stability within Japan as well as in East Asia. The geo-strategic location of Okinawa makes it the preferred site for hosting US military bases both in terms of securing Japan as well as for US force projection in the Far East. Okinawa’s distance from the rest of Japan and from other countries of East Asia makes it an ideal location to host military bases and thus extend US military outreach considerably. In the case of an eventuality, it is easier for the US marines, who act as first responders to exigencies, to take appropriate action well before the rest of Japan is affected. In addition, Japan cannot ignore the potential threat it faces from its nuclear neighbours including China, North Korea and Russia. The Russian and Chinese threats, as of now, can be ruled out. However, the North Korean threat is very much real and Japan has been building up its Ballistic Missile Defence system in collaboration with the US to cater for it.Okinawa Prefecture includes a chain of hundreds of small islands. The midpoint of this chain is almost equidistance from Taiwan and Japan’s Kyushu Island. During the Vietnam War, the USFJ military bases particularly in Okinawa were among the most important strategic and logistic bases. In addition, strategists in Japan note that despite the country’s three non-nuclear principles, some bases in Okinawa were used for stockpiling nuclear weapons during the Cold War. Even today, US nuclear-armed submarines and destroyers operate in the vicinity of Japan, facilitated by a secret deal between the governments of the US and Japan. Moreover, having military bases in Japan also helps the US to have easy access to the strategically important five seas –the Bering Sea, the Sea of Okhotsk, the Japan Sea, the East China Sea and the South China Sea.

Okinawa bases critical due to their geographical location

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

Ladies and gentlemen, perhaps this is a good place for me to say a few things about Okinawa, because our bases there are absolutely vital to this Alliance and to Japan's national security. Okinawa is very important because, as I said earlier, geography matters. If you want to know why the Marine Corps maintains forces on Okinawa, look at a map. Transit time by sea from Okinawa to mainland Japan is one-to-two days, to Korea, two days, to the South China Sea, three days, and to the Strait of Malacca, five days. From California, transit time to any of those locations is 21 days or more. When the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit is aboard ship near Okinawa, on any given day there is a 100% chance they are about a day's transit time to either a U.S. defense Treaty ally, a threat to regional stability, or a perennial disaster relief location. That's why, in order to fulfill our Alliance responsibilities to defend Japan, the Marine Corps - the expeditionary, rapidly deployable branch of the U.S. military and the only forward deployed and available U.S. ground force between Hawaii and India - must be based on Okinawa and must have its helicopters near its ground and logistics forces. Ladies and gentlemen: Other nations are watching. Foreign governments are watching to see whether the United States-Japan Alliance is strong enough to find a solution to the current issues at hand and ensure that the awesome deterrent power of the U.S. Marine Corps remains based on Okinawa for decades to come.

At: Relations Turn

Relations will improve 

Gates 6/4(Remarks by Secretary Gates at the Shangri-La Dialogue, International Institute for Strategic Studies, Singapore,http://www.defense.gov/transcripts/transcript.aspx?transcriptid=4634, 6/04/10)

First of all, I think that the way forward in Okinawa and in our security relationship with Japan was signaled by the issuance of the two-plus-two statement last week in terms of going forward - that I, my counterpart and Secretary Clinton and her counterpart signed.  I think we now need to work together in terms of some of the commitments that were made in that agreement.  In terms of alternative areas for training and exercises; in terms of noise mitigation for people of Okinawa; new green initiatives to deal with environmental issues on Okinawa. We do have a list of actions that I think we now together need to take.  But, based on the two-plus-two agreement, I believe we are in a position to move forward at this point.  With respect to the military relationship, you know there have been, through this thirty year period, there have been periods of advance and periods of stagnation in the relationship.  And, my suspicion is that the way to get the relationship back on track is through a series of step-by-step measures that both sides agree to take, that begin slowly to widen the aperture in terms of which our cooperation can take place.

AT- Korea Prepared 

Korea may be prepared to fight but is till distressed by the affs apparent break of the US-Japan alliance still killing deterrence

Bush 3/10( Ricahrd C. Bush III,  Director, Center for Northeast Asian Policy Studies,  “Okinawa and Security in Easy Asia”, http://www.brookings.edu/speeches/2010/0310_japan_politics_bush.aspx)

Of course, our two countries and China are not the only ones concerned with the alliance. South Korea has important stakes involved in the presence of U.S. forces in the Western Pacific. In the event of a conventional attack by North Korea, South Korea has a very strong military, but it also depends on the ability of the United States to move forces quickly to the Korean peninsula. It depends on those U.S. forces, including Marines, to dissuade and deter North Korea from even considering an attack. South Korea is comfortable with the relocation of 8,000 marines to Guam, in part because there are already other U.S. troops on the peninsula and in Japan, and also because moving Marines from Guam by air doesn’t take long. However, South Korea would likely be concerned by signs that the U.S.-Japan alliance was slowly dissolving. If U.S. troops were to be removed from, first, Okinawa and, then, the home islands, it would likely weaken deterrence. 

AT: Okinawans Hate us 

Only a minority dislike the American Soldiers 

France 24 5/6 (“American soldier in okinawa: Only a Minority think we're monsters”, http://observers.france24.com/en/content/20100506-american-soldier-japan-only-minority-think-we-monsters-okinawa-futenma,)

The Japanese military is pretty limited and the country has quite a peaceful mindset today. In the US, every police officer has a gun. Here, there's one gun for a whole unit, and it's another one that has the pepper spray. So I think we come in quite useful to them. For example, we're particularly watchful of what's going on in North Korea. 

It has to be said that Okinawa Island is a key spot for the US in the Pacific zone. Closing bases here would mean moving 30,000 to 40,000 people; it's a big task; not something you can do overnight. But it's true we don't do much here. We do daily training exercises and often go off to train in Australia, Thailand etc., My work is mainly a computer job. I went along to the demonstration and spoke to some of the locals. They told me that what bothers them most is the noise of the fighter planes taking off and landing. Another big issue, which I do understand, is that the base takes up a massive amount of space, leaving the town overcrowded. The government talked about moving the base to Henoko in the north of the island, but the residents opposed the idea because the suggested spot was on the coast next to where dugongs live [mammals related to the manatee whose population is decreasing]. On the whole, the island is divided about the base. Some say that for economic reasons it's better that we stay because we bring a lot of money to the area [40,000 Americans - soldiers and their families - live on the island]. But others want us to go because they think we're monsters. It's true that a few of us have done some stupid things [Close the Base has in its website]. There are some who think we're all drunks who go around stabbing taxi drivers. But the ones who do are a minority. I walk around outside the base every day and I've never met anyway who's told me to ‘go home'. The press reported that tens of thousands of people came to demonstrate on May 1, but I don't think there were any more than six or seven thousand." 

Okinawa Problem is not an American problem but a Domestic Problem

East West Center 3/13(“Regional Security and Okinawa in the U.S.-Japan Alliance”,http://www.eastwestcenter.org/ewc-in-washington/events/previous-events-2010/march-9-regional-security-and-okinawa-in-the-us-japan-alliance/)

The controversy over the best way to deal with the base issue, however, is not primarily between the United States and Japan. Professor Sato pointed out that the Okinawa base issue is essentially a problem of Japanese domestic politics and continued disagreements between local government in Okinawa and the national government in Tokyo. Most Okinawans, he explained, are not anti-American or exceptionally pacifist, but rather are concerned about the impact of American bases on their daily lives. Many Okinawans argue that they are asked by Tokyo to take on many inconveniences in order to house American bases, but receive few benefits in return.

No Solvency- Base can't move

No solvency- Impossible to move the marines off the island

Dallas News 5/4 (“Moving US base off Okinawa, Japan, 'impossible'”,  http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/world/stories/050410dnintjapanmilitary.4baa89f.html, May, 4, 2010)

TOKYO – Japan's prime minister said Tuesday that it will be impossible to move all parts of a key U.S. Marine base out of Okinawa, breaking with past promises to relocate the facility outside the southern island. It was the first time since Yukio Hatoyama became prime minister in September that he officially acknowledged that at least part of Futenma U.S. Marine Corps airfield would remain in Okinawa, which hosts more than half the 47,000 American troops based in Japan under a security pact. Hatoyama had frozen a 2006 agreement with the U.S. on moving Futenma to a less crowded part of the island, saying instead he wanted to move it off Okinawa entirely – straining ties with Washington. "Realistically speaking, it is impossible. We're facing a situation that is realistically difficult to move everything out of the prefecture," he said Tuesday on his first trip to Okinawa as prime minister. Hatoyama asked residents to be open to a government plan that would keep some of Futenma's functions on the island, while possibly moving other functions outside the island. "We must ask the people of Okinawa to share the burden," he said. Hatoyama's comments, which come just weeks before his self-declared end-of-May deadline for reaching a decision on the issue, essentially signals that he is shifting back toward the 2006 agreement, forged between Washington and the previous conservative Tokyo government. Yet he faces strong local opposition to keeping Futenma on the island. Late last month, about 90,000 people gathered in the town of Yomitan to protest the proposed move. Earlier this year, an anti-base candidate was elected mayor of the northern town of Nago, the proposed site for the airfield's move. Hatoyama was expected to present to Okinawa Gov. Hirokazu Nakaima and other local officials a government plan that roughly follows the 2006 deal to move Futenma to a location near Camp Schwab on the island's northeastern coast. The government is also considering moving some of Futenma's functions to Tokunoshima island, north of Okinawa, but residents held a massive protest this month and local officials rejected Tokyo's request for talks. 

No Solvency- Helicopters

Helicopters are critical to Marine effectiveness

Stadler, 2/17( Keith J. Stadler, Commanding General, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific, “Marine General Stalder Speaks at Tokyo American Center”)

As I travel around Asia, I get questions about what I mean by training with our helicopters. People ask, "How hard is it to get on and off a helicopter?" Well, to answer that question specifically, it can actually be very difficult to get on and off a helicopter if people are shooting at you, or if there is a food riot in the area, or if you are having to climb down a long rope suspended from a hovering aircraft. But our helicopters do much more than move people and supplies. Our combat helicopters provide close air support by attacking enemy positions that endanger troops on the ground. Surveillance helicopters provide navigational and targeting support. Heavy lift helicopters carry suspended pallets of life saving supplies, and then lower those pallets to Marines waiting on the ground.In other words, our helicopters are integral to everything we do when we respond to both humanitarian and security situations. Those responses require skill and precision.Our ground forces must train consistently with the helicopters that support them. Otherwise, when we respond to a contingency, mistakes will happen, the mission may fail, and people will die.The helicopter is to the Marine as the horse was to the cavalryman of the old west- the horse did everything for and with him. He lived, slept, ate, fought, trained and died with his horse. Without it, he was not a cavalryman at all and could not perform his mission

Reform Now: Bars

Reform Now: Alcohol Reform 

Tritten 6/10(Travis B Tritten, Travis J. Tritten has reported for Stars and Stripes for three years, including assignments in the Philippines and Iraq. He graduated from Ohio State University in 2001 with a bachelor of arts in journalism. Tritten covered government and politics for daily newspapers in Florida and South Carolina before joining Stars and Stripes. He is based in Sasebo, Japan, “Okinawa troops banned from bars after midnight”, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_U5HpeA_WSo)

 SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — Servicemembers on Okinawa have been banned from bars and clubs after midnight in a crackdown announced Friday to curb off-post alcohol-related incidents.The midnight-to-5 a.m. prohibition, which covers all branches of the military on Okinawa and Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni and Camp Fuji in mainland Japan, applies to any establishment where the “primary business is the sale and consumption of alcohol,” the Marine Corps announced in a statement.Restaurants that also serve alcohol were not included in the liberty restriction, said Lt. Col. Douglas Powell, spokesman for the Marine Corps on Okinawa. But, he warned, “Just because they sell a Slim Jim behind the bar, that does not make it a restaurant.”Punishment for violators will be determined by unit commanders based on individual circumstances, according to Powell, who said the prohibition will remain indefinitely. Marine Lt. Gen. Terry Robling, the senior U.S. military commander on Okinawa, ordered the prohibition Friday after a monthlong review found that most off-base misconduct and accidents on the island happened between midnight and 5 a.m., the Marine Corps said.Even though Japanese crime statistics for Okinawa show a decrease in recent years of crimes committed by servicemembers, even minor incidents can stoke anti-U.S.military tensions that already are running high as local citizens and politicians clamor for a reduced presence of the military on Okinawa.In 2008, a string of alcohol- and bar-related incidents — including two alleged rapes — caused the Marine Corps to order a monthlong ban on off-base drinking.More recently, several accidents and run-ins with Japanese police have occurred. For example, two Marines were arrested in March near Camp Kinser for drunken driving and interfering with law enforcement. Two days later, a Navy petty officer was accused of being drunk and fleeing the scene when her Humvee hit a Japanese family’s vehicle near Camp Schwab.Robling ordered every unit on the island to be trained on how to behave off base following those incidents.This week, the mayors of Okinawa City and Chatan, which both host military bases, demanded even more action, said Mitsuru Kishimoto, spokesman for Chatan Mayor Masaharu Noguni.They met with Col. Kevin Bishop, chief of the Okinawa Area Field Office — which represents U.S. Forces Japan concerns. The mayors underscored public alarm over the number of crimes and accidents, Kishimoto said.In Chatan, U.S. servicemembers were linked to 10 serious crimes in 2009, including cab driver robberies, Kishimoto said.The Marine Corps said it is now considering more patrols by uniformed servicemembers in areas such as Chatan. The so-called courtesy patrols go into establishments and walk the streets in groups of three or four usually during the night in areas popular during off-duty hours. Kozo Senda, manager of a Chatan beer tavern frequented by Americans, said the military liberty policies have been on his mind since he started his job 10 years ago. “Every time, when I hear about any incident that involves Americans, it worries me,” he said. “Although it is not just Americans who cause trouble, but when they do, it certainly is blown up here.”

Reform Now

Obama wants Reform 

The Mainichi Daily News 6/28(“Kan, Obama agree on aiming to reduce Okinawa's burden hosting U.S. Troops”, http://mdn.mainichi.jp/mdnnews/news/20100628p2a00m0na018000c.html)

TORONTO -- Prime Minister Naoto Kan and U.S. President Barack Obama agreed on June 27 (June 28 Japanese time) to make efforts to lighten Okinawa's burden in hosting U.S. military bases and to deepen the Japan-U.S. alliance.The leaders reached the agreement in their first meeting since Kan became prime minister, on the sidelines of the Group of Twenty Summit in Toronto.During the meeting, which lasted about 35 minutes, Kan told Obama that he wanted to make serious efforts to materialize a joint Japan-U.S. statement in which it was agreed that U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Futenma would be relocated to the Henoko region of Okinawa.He also told Obama, "I want to ask for your cooperation in reducing the burden on Okinawa." Obama reportedly agreed, saying he understood that the issue was not one that was easy for the Japanese government to solve, and that he wanted to make efforts to make sure that the U.S. military would be accepted in the region.

Reform framework in place- Japan blocking progress

East West Center 3/13(“Regional Security and Okinawa in the U.S.-Japan Alliance”,http://www.eastwestcenter.org/ewc-in-washington/events/previous-events-2010/march-9-regional-security-and-okinawa-in-the-us-japan-alliance/)

Dr. Auer recognized the burden that hosting American military bases in Okinawa places on the populace, but argued that the 2006 agreement had been carefully created in consultation between the United States, the Japanese government, and the people of Okinawa to develop a solution that both maintained the security of the Asia Pacific region while also reducing the impact on the lives of Okinawans. He argued that the decision by Japan’s new leadership to reexamine this agreement reopened doubts, and suggested that the only way for this problem to be resolved would be either for the Japanese government to support the original agreement or to propose a new agreement that could receive the support of all parties involved.

SQO sovles aff reform now

AFP 6/23 (“ Japan PM vos to cut US base burden on Okinawa”, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jURY1ux8w5NSwV5H7Yy-jZzIL6ww)

TOKYO — Japan's Prime Minister Naoto Kan pledged Wednesday to reduce "the burden" of US bases on Okinawa as the island marked 65 years since the end of a major World War II battle there.

Kan was on his first visit to the southern island since he took office on June 8 to attend a ceremony to remember the 83-day bloodbath which killed more than 200,000 people, half of them civilians, in 1945.

His predecessor Yukio Hatoyama stepped down this month largely because he had mishandled a dispute over the relocation of an unpopular US airbase on the island, triggering local protests and souring ties with Washington. Kan noted that the US presence on Okinawa had contributed to peace in the Asia-Pacific region but added: "I promise to continue to seriously tackle the reduction of the burden in connection with US military bases." Kan said the island still hosts more than half of the 47,000 US troops in Japan. The bases have long drawn the ire of Okinawans because of aircraft noise, pollution, the risk of accidents and crime."On behalf of all of our people, I apologise for the burden," Kan said. Futenma and other US bases were established as American forces took the island in one of the bloodiest battles of World War II. Towards the end, Japanese troops forced many residents to kill themselves "honourably" rather than face capture, according to local accounts. "I sincerely express my heartfelt sorrow for the dead," Kan told an audience of more than 5,000 Okinawans who held a minute-long prayer. After the war, Okinawa stayed under US occupation until 1972 and has since then remained the strategic US military keystone in the Pacific.The world's two largest economies have been key security partners, and Wednesday also marked the 50th anniversary of the Japanese ratification of a US-Japan security treaty which both sides had signed on January 19, 1960.Anti-base protests have flared in recent months after Hatoyama first pledged to move the contentious Futenma airbase off Okinawa, than reneged on the promise following protests from the United States. Kan has pledged to follow an accord reached in May under which the base would be relocated within Okinawa as first agreed in 2006, from a crowded city area to the island's coastal Henoko region."A reduction in the burden of US military bases is not a problem for Okinawa alone," Okinawa Governor Hirokazu Nakaima told the ceremony."It is a task for every single individual of the country. I hope that a visible reduction of Okinawa's excessive burden will be achieved."

US Reforming now

AFP 6/2 (“Us Recognises Japanese concerns over base: Gates” , http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iThxo-mZaYY_G8kNOv2q77jmWKQQ)

SINGAPORE — US Defense Secretary Robert Gates said on Thursday that Washington needed to be "sensitive" to Japanese concerns about a controversial US military base on Okinawa island.A day after Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama resigned amid a row over the base, Gates, speaking en route to Singapore, said the United States was ready to work with Japan to try to alleviate the effects of the large US military presence on Okinawa.Although he expected Japan to implement a 2006 agreement to relocate US troops to a less populated area on Okinawa, Gates said: "By the same token, I think we have to be sensitive to some of the concerns that have been expressed by the Japanese, in terms of training, and noise and some of those things."Hatoyama resigned nine months after his election, having failed to fulfil a promise to close the unpopular US Marine Corps airbase on Okinawa.Local residents have long complained of aircraft noise, pollution and crime associated with a heavy American military presence dating back to World War II.After failing to find an alternative location for the base in Japan and amid US opposition to scrapping the plan, the prime minister backtracked and decided to keep it on the island, enraging Okinawans.Gates, who flew to Singapore for an annual security conference, said he believed the row over the base was only one among a number of issues that had led to Hatoyama's resignation. While Hatoyama had called for putting Japan's relations with Washington on a more equal footing, Gates said the sinking of a South Korean warship, allegedly by North Korea, highlighted the importance of security ties between the United States and Japan."The sinking of the South Korean ship by the North simply underscores for everybody that there are security challenges in Northeast Asia" and the vital role of US-Japan security ties, he said."Obviously my hope would be that any new prime minister would speak to the importance of that relationship early on," he said.

Japanese PM pushing for Reform

Reuters 6/23 (“Japan PM Seeks to quell Okinawa anger over U.S. Base”, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE65M0TS20100623)

TOKYO (Reuters) - Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan apologized to the residents of Okinawa on Wednesday for the concentration of U.S. military bases on the island, in an effort to soothe local anger that contributed to his predecessor's fall.  Kan took over earlier this month from Yukio Hatoyama, who quit after sparking public outrage for breaking a promise to move a U.S. airbase off the southern island, reluctant host to about half the 49,000 U.S. military personnel in Japan. The dispute over where to relocate the U.S. Marines' Futenma airbase has distracted Washington and Tokyo as the close allies try to cope with an unpredictable North Korea and a rising China.It has also hurt the popularity of the ruling Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) with voters ahead of a July 11 upper house election, which it needs to win for smooth policymaking, including efforts to rein in huge public debt."I want to express my gratitude for the fact that this burden contributes to the peace and security of the Asia-Pacific region," Kan said at ceremony to mark the 65th anniversary of the Battle of Okinawa at the end of World War Two, in which about 150,000 Okinawan men, women and children were killed."I promise to seriously try all the more to reduce Okinawa's burden related to the U.S. bases and eliminate the associated dangers."Kan, visiting Okinawa for the first time as prime minister, spoke at a memorial park where rows of black stones are engraved with names of those who died in the 82-day battle -- civilians and soldiers on both sides.Kan has made fiscal reform a top priority ahead of the election, but opposition parties have used the base dispute to blast the DPJ's diplomatic policies since the party took power for the first time last year. WRANGLING After months of wrangling, Japan and the United States reached an agreement shortly before Hatoyama quit for the two sides to go ahead with a 2006 deal to shift the Futenma airbase to a less crowded part of Okinawa.Kan has said he will stick to the agreement, but keeping the base on the island, strategically located close to Taiwan and the Korean peninsula, faces strong resistance from residents who complain of noise, pollution and crime associated with bases."I hope that in this milestone year, Okinawa's excess base burden will be alleviated in a way that the people of Okinawa can see with their own eyes," Okinawa governor Hirokazu Nakaima said at the ceremony.Nakaima later told Kan in a meeting that it would be difficult to keep the airbase on Okinawa, Kyodo news agency reported.Kan, who has said U.S.-Japan ties are the core of Tokyo's diplomacy, is expected to touch on the issue when he meets President Barack Obama on the sidelines of a summit of G8 and G20 leaders this weekend in Canada. Hatoyama had raised the hopes of Okinawa residents before the DPJ's landslide election win last year that Futenma could be moved off the island, but he failed to find a replacement site elsewhere in Japan or outside the country. Washington and Tokyo have agreed to work out by the end of August a detailed plan, including a relocation site, but Japan's defense minister has already expressed doubts over how smoothly the deal can be implemented. An election for the governor of Okinawa is due in November and the result could also affect the airbase deal, coming near the time when Obama is expected to visit Japan for an Asia-Pacific leaders' summit.

Reform Programs solve, Crime numbers are down 

Stars and Stripes 5/25( “Decreasing crime numbers indicate some okinawans have wrong idea about U.S. Service members”, http://www.stripes.com/news/decreasing-crime-numbers-indicate-some-okinawans-have-wrong-idea-about-u-s-servicemembers-1.103998)

GINOWAN, Okinawa — While anti-base protesters often complain about crimes that U.S. servicemembers commit here, recently released police statistics for 2009 show arrests of SOFA personnel dropped nearly 21 percent from the previous year.With the current controversy swirling around closing Marine Corps Air Station Futenma and moving the Marines to a new air facility in northeast Okinawa, opponents frequently have cited “incidents and accidents” caused by personnel here under the status of forces agreement as a key argument against any new base construction. On Okinawa, even minor incidents involving U.S. troops are used as ammunition by base opponents. And U.S. officials are equally quick to point out that they are focused on reining in off-base misbehavior.“The decrease in off-base incidents shows that the constant message of ambassadorship is working,” Kadena Air Base spokesman Ed Gulick said last week. “The vast majority of Kadena Air Base members understand that they are guests in Okinawa and are ambassadors for America, and their conduct reflects this.” Okinawa crime statistics from 2003 through 2009 show the high mark was 2003, when 133 SOFA personnel were arrested in connection with 112 cases. The number of cases that resulted in indictments and guilty verdicts in court, however, was not part of the report. Japan has a 99 percent conviction rate of all cases brought to trial, but prosecutors are careful not to present indictments in cases they do not believe they can win, seeking indictments in about 64 percent of the cases.In 2009, local police arrested 50 SOFA personnel in connection with 50 cases. That’s down from 63 arrests in connection with 70 cases the previous year, according to the statistics.The number of arrests in connection to cases listed as “heinous” — which include murder, arson, robbery and rape — also was down, from 13 in 2008 to four in 2009. Those cases included the Nov. 7 fatal hit-and-run that resulted in a charge of vehicular manslaughter against an Army staff sergeant (ongoing in Naha Circuit Court); a robbery of a cab driver in August for which two Marines were arrested but only one was indicted (case pending in court); and the attempted robbery of a pharmacy in April that later resulted in charges being reduced to trespassing and extortion and a guilty verdict. Arrests were up in two categories. Okinawa police arrested 15 people for violent crimes last year, nine more than 2008. Arrests for thefts were also up, from 15 in 2008 to 17 last year. Police did not have comparable numbers for how many of those arrests led to indictments and convictions. Other U.S. officials on Okinawa would not comment directly on the overall decrease in SOFA-connected crimes. However, they all cited orientation programs for all incoming personnel that stress being “good neighbors” as contributing to the lower crime rate. “Leaders at all levels have worked continuously to reaffirm the trust, confidence and rapport we enjoy with the local community,” said Chip Steitz, spokesman for the U.S. Army on Okinawa. “Our programs and policies follow our sister services in an effort to reduce accidents and incidents involving our soldiers, whether on post or off.” For example, Marines and their dependents on Okinawa are required to attend the “The Newcomer Orientation Welcome Aboard” seminar, which includes classes on Japanese culture, customs and courtesies, and local laws. The seminar was expanded in 2008 from four hours to eight hours.

Whaling Condition CP 1NC

Text: The United States Federal Government Should implement a total withdrawal of the United States Marine Corps from the Okinawa Prefecture of Japan on the condition that Japan accepts the International Whaling Commission Ban on commercial whaling 

Japan Key to ending whaling

AP 6/18(“Future of commercial banning rests on   japan”,http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20100618/ap_on_sc/whaling_impasse/print)

TOKYO – Nations will next week consider whether to sanction commercial whale hunts for the first time in a quarter-century, a compromise to coax Japan into ending an annual cull of hundreds of the sea mammals in a sanctuary in the Antarctic. The broader goal at the International Whaling Commission meeting in Morocco that begins Monday is to fix a fractured regulatory system in which a handful of whaling nations currently operate under a complex set of exemptions. The focus will be on Japan, the strongest advocate of modern whaling. Even firm opponents are willing to allow limited commercial hunts if Tokyo stops pursuing whales in the southern sanctuary — a hunt allowed in the name of scientific research although much of the catch goes on sale in Japan as meat.But that appears to be more than the Japanese are willing to concede."Japan holds the key, because Japan is the only country that is whaling in the southern ocean, the only country whaling in the sanctuary, the only country doing high-seas, long-distance whaling," said Susan Lieberman, Director of International Policy at the Pew Environment Group, which supports allowing some whaling.The effectiveness of the IWC, the world's sole whaling regulator, is at stake. After whaling devastated many species, the commission instituted a ban in 1986, but Japan, Norway and Iceland harvest animals annually under its various exceptions."The moratorium has been one of the single most effective conservation achievements of the century, but it's not working currently in the sense that several governments can whale completely outside the IWC's control," said Wendy Elliott, who will lead a group from the WWF at the meeting.The frigid Antarctic has become the focus of the heated debate. The area was declared a sanctuary in 1994, but Japan hunts there under its scientific exemption. Norway and Iceland conduct much smaller hunts nearer their own coasts, fueling less anger from opponents. Each year in the Antarctic, Japan's whalers clash among the ice floes with militant anti-whaling group Sea Shepherd. On the hunt this year, the Sea Shepherd lost a catamaran in a collision and one member was arrested when he boarded a Japanese whaler at sea. Antarctic whaling has also boiled over into diplomatic channels. Australia is taking Japan to the International Court of Justice, and the U.S. plus a host of other countries have come out against the Antarctic hunts.Japan maintains more scientific analysis is required in the region. It mostly catches Antarctic minke whales, aiming for about 1,000 per year but often catching far less due to protesters. The International Union for the Conservation of Nature's Red List, a neutral listing of animal populations worldwide, says there is not enough data to determine if the species is threatened or not, although the population is "clearly in the hundreds of thousands." Agreement within the IWC appears agonizingly close. Since a proposal was floated in April by the IWC chairman, some from the anti-whaling side, including the U.S. delegation, Greenpeace, the WWF and the Pew Group have said they would consider voting to allow limited commercial hunts, and Japan has signaled it may accept taking less whales than it does now.But in the days leading up to the conference, the sticking point remains the southern sanctuary. Any agreement will be voted on by the full 88 member countries, with the goal to reach complete consensus and eliminate all whaling under objections and exceptions. Two whaling officials at Japan's powerful Fisheries Agency, which sets the national agenda on whaling issues, said the country will not give up its Antarctic hunts, with one calling them "crucial." Both asked to remain anonymous because they weren't authorized to speak publicly. Makoto Ito, managing director of Kyodo Senpaku Co., the company that runs the annual Antarctic hunt, said he didn't think they should be ended, because "we need to collect more data."Japan's refusal to give up its Antarctic hunt puzzles even observers within the country. Current coastal catches, also conducted for scientific research, provide fresher meat and are cheaper. IWC approval would allow whalers to switch to commercial hunts and chase bigger whales, as well as shield Japan from international criticism. Even if research proved the hunted whale populations were sustainable in the southern region, whether anyone would conduct such hunts is doubtful, making the purpose of the current scientific trips hard to understand, says Ayako Okubo, a researcher at Tokyo University. "Truthfully, private companies would not go whaling in the Atlantic, if it weren't for the research hunts," she said. But bureaucrats at the Fisheries Agency feel they are defending Japan's sovereign rights and food tradition, and have linked the issue with national pride. Many within Japan feel making any concessions on whaling is giving in to foreign pressure, said Jun Morikawa, a professor at Rakuno Gakuen University in northern Hokkaido. "Nationalism is a double-edged sword. National sentiment has been activated now. But do you think the Fisheries Agency could pull out, even if it wanted to?" he said.Differences between pro and anti whaling members of the International Whaling Commission (IWC) are best resolved through continued diplomatic negotiations and not through joining Australia's international legal action against Japan, Te Ohu Kaimoana-the Maori Fisheries Trust, says.Te Ohu Kaimoana Chairman Ngahiwi Tomoana said it was in New Zealand's interests to find resolution through the IWC by supporting the compromise package negotiated under the leadership of Sir Geoffrey Palmer.

Japan willing to use diplomacy to solve whaling issue

Voxy News Engine, 6/12 (Voxy News Enginge,  aggregates topical news from various New Zealand sources including the NZPA, “ Diplomacy is best for resolving the whale issue, Says mayori fisheries trust”,http://www.voxy.co.nz/politics/diplomacy-best-resolving-whaling-issue-says-maori-fisheries-trust/5/51834)

Mr Tomoana said Te Ohu Kaimoana was well-placed to assist with negotiations as it could traverse both pro and anti-whaling camps. He said significant concessions have been made by whaling nations in the compromise package, and it was now time for New Zealand and other anti-whaling countries to bring something more to the table."The current negotiation process is about finding a fair and balanced interim result to enable members to tackle longer-term fundamental differences over whaling. If they do not succeed this year in Morocco it will be difficult to see aB future for the IWC," Mr Tomoana said.The true risk for New Zealand is that nations that conduct whaling do not have to belong to the IWC under international law and could leave it to legitimately establish a new organisation for the management of whaling or extend an existing organisation, such as the North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission (NAMMCO) to include whaling in areas beyond the North Atlantic. This would be permissible under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)."This is the risk of failing to find an interim compromise at this year's meeting. We need to keep all whaling countries at the IWC table or risk them leaving to form their own organisation where New Zealand and other countries would have no influence over whaling activities," Mr Tomoana said. "Let us not forget that the Whaling Convention is to provide for the management of sustainable whaling - it is not about the anti-whaling industry," he added.Te Ohu Kaimoana also rejected claims from environmental NGOs that Japan was making too many demands. Japan had made a number of compromises to reduce catches, including agreeing to reduce its Antarctic research programme by half, suspending its rights to issue new Article VIII permits for research whaling and suspending its right under Article V to file objections to new regulations. Japan has also agreed to the creation of a South Atlantic sanctuary and reiterated that a sustainable whaling regime required an international observer scheme, a DNA registry and market sampling, and a vessel monitoring scheme."The interim compromise is only a step on the path to resolution, but it is a significant step and one that reduces the annual catch of whales around the world. The real work would begin over the next 5 to 10 years as IWC members attempt to resolve fundamental differences, such as research whaling and the moratorium on commercial whaling," Mr Tomoana said.

Whaling eradicates all biodiversity in the ocean

Wild Life Extra 2008( Wild Life Extra, “ The Impact of Whaling on deep sea-diversity”, http://www.wildlifeextra.com/do/ecco.py/view_item?listid=1&listcatid=268&listitemid=998&live=0#cr)

Whaling is threatening newly-discovered deep-sea creatures with extinction, according to research by Craig Smith of the University of Hawaii. When the dead bodies of whales sink to the ocean bottom, they create 'island' habitats for deep-sea life that can last twenty years. Biologists have discovered 28 new species that may depend exclusively on whale carcasses for sustenance. Whaling will deprive the ocean of this resource. Smith used simple models from conservation biology to plot the impact of whaling on the extinction of deep-sea creatures that live on whale carcasses. Their results suggest that species extinctions may have happened in the North Atlantic where great whales were decimated in the 18th century. Extinction may also be occuring in the Southern Ocean, where intense whaling continued until the 1970s.These findings highlight the need to consider the effects of whaling and other types of fishing on complete ecosystems, rather than just focussing on target species. 'The possibility that whaling has caused species extinctions at the remote deep-sea floor gives us new appreciation for the scale of human impacts on the ocean,' said Smith. 'We must recognise that the oceans consist of a group of tightly connected ecosystems – over-fishing or pollution in surface waters is bound to cause problems hundreds of metres below.'

Whaling CP: AT Japan Wont Compromise

Japan is looking for compromise on whaling deal 

AFP 6/23(“ Japan may compromise on whaling deal”, http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/world/japan-may-compromise-on-whaling-deal/story-e6frev00-1225882996626)

JAPAN, under fire for its whaling habit, said it saw room for compromise in tangled negotiations at an international conference on the controversial industry. "There is room for making political compromise," Fisheries Minister Masahiko Yamada said, which suggests that Japan may accept a smaller kill quota as part of a draft deal put forward at the International Whaling Commission's annual meeting in Morocco.The meeting is to consider the compromise plan under which Japan would scale back its Antarctic hunt, but be allowed to carry out commercial whaling in its coastal waters.Japan justifies its whaling under a loophole to an international moratorium that allows for lethal "scientific research", although the resulting meat is sold openly to shops and restaurants.The draft deal has immediately come under fire from scientists and environmentalists, while the whaling meeting withdrew behind closed doors within minutes of kicking off."I have instructed (Japan's delegation) to make all-out efforts for this negotiation," Mr Yamada said."I believe it would be impossible for Japan to make the number in the southern waters zero because of the compromise."The draft deal sets reduced annual catch numbers for four species of whales up to 2020 as a baseline for negotiations, but says nothing about what happens after that.It would also allow hunting in the Southern Ocean whale sanctuary, which many EU states, along with Australia, have suggested is a deal breaker.Mr Yamada denied a report that Japan had allegedly paid the hotel bill of the stand-in chairman of commission at the annual meeting, following an earlier allegation of vote-buying by Tokyo at the commission."I understand that there was no evidence for such allegations," he told reporters."I think those reports were meant to damage Japan intentionally. Our mission is to reach an agreement openly and squarely."The country has drawn fire from Australia, which has launched legal action at the International Court of Justice, even as Japanese harpoon ships have been harassed by a militant environmental group, the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society.

Whaling CP :Ban Solves Dugongs 

A Ban of whaling solves dugong hunts

The Australian 2008 (“ Tokyo Responds With dugong hunt attack”, http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/tokyo-responds-with-dugong-hunt-attack/story-e6frg6t6-1111115950306)

THE spat between Japan and Australia over whaling has intensified, with the Japanese attacking Canberra's support for the harvesting of dugongs by indigenous hunters.The Japanese will highlight the killing of dugongs by Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders in a submission to the International Whaling Commission for its meeting in June in the Chilean capital of Santiago.Islander leaders agreed yesterday that too many dugongs were being taken for traditional food.Australia has 80 per cent of the estimated world dugong population of 100,000.The Japanese planned to slaughter 985 minke whales last summer in Antarctic waters, ostensibly for scientific research, but harassment by anti-whaling group Sea Shepherd and monitoring by an Australian patrol vessel is believed to have reduced the kill by as much as half.The number of minke whales killed annually by the Japanese is similar to the number of dugongs killed each year in the Torres Strait, home to 20 per cent of Australia's dugongs.The New Zealand-based spokesman for Japan's Institute of Cetacean Research, Glenn Inwood, said Australia was being hypocritical. "Japan subscribes to the international principle of sustainable utilisation," he said. "The Australian Government rejects all lethal uses of whales and yet supports sustainable utilisation in its own national hunting of the dugong." Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett said there was no analogy between Japanese whaling and the killing of dugongs."There is no comparison between industrial commercial whaling, which targets endangered and vulnerable whales in the name of science, and the subsistence hunting of dugongs by indigenous Australians," he said.He said the federal Government was actively engaged in several programs to protect dugongs.Torres Shire Deputy Mayor Allan Ketchell said dugongs were an important traditional food for Islanders, but because there were no limits and the sea mammals were easy to catch with motorised boats, too many were being killed."Sometimes people go out and spear five or six when one or two a month should be enough," he said.Mr Ketchell said Islander councils hoped to introduce a permit system to limit dugong catches.

Whaling Ban Good: Economic Security

Failure to Solve the whaling problem weakens Japenese security and kills free-tade

Mulgan 1/25( Aurelia George Mulgan,Professor Aurelia George Mulgan completed her PhD at the ANU in Japanese Politics in 1980, and subsequently worked as a Research Fellow in the Australia-Japan Research Centre at the ANU. Associate Professor George Mulgan has taught extensively on Asian security issues and published on many aspects of Japanese politics, foreign and defence policies. Professor George Mulgan has acted as consultant to the Japanese government and advisor to the governments of Australia and New Zealand. She is currently Associate Professor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of new South Wales, Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra. 'Japan pulls “cultural'card to hunt whalles, threaten trade, http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9629326078&format=GNBFI&sort=RELEVANCE&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9629326081&cisb=22_T9629326080&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=161300&docNo=4)

In order to assert its "cultural rights" to hunt whales, Japan appears ready to threaten key aspects of the bilateral Australia-Japan relationship. A Japanese business consultant warned that free-trade talks might be hurt by the Australian Government's fence-sitting position on the high- seas clash between Sea Shepherd activists and Japanese whalers.Now parliamentarians from the ruling Democratic Party of Japan have directly linked the fate of a defence logistical agreement to Australia's stance on whaling.If either of these Japanese responses were seriously acted on, significant consequences would follow, not only for Australia but also for Japan.Putting a prospective Australia- Japan free-trade agreement in jeopardy might endanger Japan's economic security. While Japan is Australia's largest export market, Australia is the largest supplier of natural resources to Japan. An agreement with Australia would help to alleviate Japan's heightened supply security concerns about energy goods, mineral resources and food, areas where Japan is increasingly competing with China for Australian exports. Japan relies on imports from Australia for supply of natural and energy resources such as coal, iron ore, liquefied natural gas and aluminium. The defence logistical agreement (an acquisition and cross-servicing agreement), is part of the newly expanded action plan to implement the 2007 Australia-Japan Security Declaration.If there was to be a concerted challenge to the passage of legislation implementing the cross- servicing agreement in the Japanese Diet, it would add an unprecedented security dimension to Australian and Japanese differences over whaling. It would also expand the range of Japanese national interests undermined by efforts to protect the whaling program.The new twist in the wider diplomatic fallout from Japanese whaling comes at a time when the new Government has put its alliance relationship with the United States under unprecedented strain.It has shown extreme reluctance to implement a base realignment agreement agreed between the Americans and the previous Liberal Democratic Party administration.On balance, Japan has a massive security deficit. The US role is to assist Japan to defend against security threats in the region.But Japan also needs friends and allies to assist its emergence as a player in international security cooperation.This is where the defence accord with Australia comes in. Not all parliamentarians from the Japanese Government share the position of those in the party who assert that the cross-servicing agreement should be "reconsidered".A government member of the Japanese Upper House, Shokichi Kina, of Okinawa, co-signed a formal appeal against government censorship of documents disclosing details of whale meat sales as well as contracts between the Japanese Fisheries Agency and the Institute of Cetacean Research which runs the whaling program.But this was before the Democratic Party of Japan came to power as a result of its election victory on August 30, last year.The party's official pro-whaling stance sits uneasily with its proclaimed goals of cutting wasteful government spending and reforming the bureaucracy.The Government has specifically targeted the migration of bureaucrats into semi-public organisations on retirement as a means of reducing bureaucratic power and vested interests as well as the outlay of government subsidies.These goals seem to have been pushed aside in the case of whaling.The industry survives largely on government subsidies and a number of retired bureaucrats occupy official positions in the government- affiliated agencies administering the industry. When the Government's newly established razor gang looked at the massive subsidies going to the debt-ridden industry, there were high hopes among growing anti- whaling interests in Japan that fiscal constraints might finally shut it down. But the DPJ Government has shown in recent weeks a strong political commitment to keep it going. In fact, it has upped the ante on all levels.Because whaling is a state- sponsored industry, those who challenge it are, in fact, challenging the authority of the state. This helps to explain the barely concealed fury of government spokesmen against Sea Shepherd activists and Australia's failure to take sides against them. Cultural arguments to justify the continuation of government support to lagging industries in Japan are not new. They have been used for decades to justify government assistance to the farm industry, particularly rice. What's really at stake is vested bureaucratic interest.Ironically, it is the same ministry the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries which administers both. The DPJ, for all its talk about asserting political leadership over the bureaucracy, has shown no inclination to take on the Fisheries Agency, which remains master within its own administrative fiefdom.Aurelia George Mulgan is a professor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of New South Wales, ADFA

Whaling Ban Good: Warming

Whaling destroys the southern oceans carbon sink ability

Buczynski 6/19 (Beth Buczynski is a freelance copy writer and environmental blogger living in Northern Colorado. She holds a Master's in Public Communication and Technology with specialization in Environmental Communication from Colorado State University,”Whale Feces Is Key To Southern Ocean Carbon Sink”, http://www.care2.com/causes/global-warming/blog/whale-feces-key-to-southern-ocean/)

As much as we might hate smelling it, looking at it, or talking about it, poop can do some amazing things. 

The latest discovery? Sperm whale feces might actually be a key element in the Southern Ocean's ability to regulate atmospheric CO2 levels. According to the results of a recent scientific study, it has been determined that consuming prey at depth and defecating iron-rich liquid faeces (sic) into the photic zone, sperm whales are able to stimulate new primary production and carbon export to the deep ocean. Researches involved with the study learned that Southern Ocean sperm whales defecate 50 tonnes of iron into the photic zone each year, facilitating the export of 400,000 tons of carbon per year to the deep ocean. The scientists conducting the study concluded that the ability of the Southern Ocean to act as a carbon sink may be diminished by large-scale removal of sperm whales during industrial whaling.This finding couldn't have come at a more crucial time for the whales.

The WWF reports that "whaling in the Southern Ocean has been banned for decades as a result of rampant commercial hunting in the last Century which brought several great whale species to the brink of extinction. In 1994, the IWC established the Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary. However since the global ban on commercial whaling came into effect, Japan has killed 9,409 whales in the Southern Ocean in the name of ‘scientific research’."

"If there is one place in the world where whales should be protected, it is the Southern Ocean," said Wendy Elliot, Species Manager at WWF International. "It should be a fundamental and unquestionable responsibility of IWC governments to eliminate immediately all whaling in these waters," she said.

Sperm Whales critical carbon sink- each new whale takes 40,00 cars off the road 

Telegraph.co.uk 6/16(“Sperm whales fight global warming with carbon-neutral faeces',http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/environment/globalwarming/7831629/Sperm-whales-fight-global-warming-with-carbon-neutral-faeces.html)

The cetaceans have been previously fingered as climate culprits because they breathe out carbon dioxide (CO2), the most common greenhouse gas.But this is only a part of the picture, according to the paper, published in the British journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B.Australian biologists estimated that the estimated 12,000 sperm whales in the Southern Ocean each defecate around 50 tonnes of iron into the sea every year after digesting the fish and squid they hunt.The iron is then eaten by phytoplankton - marine plants that live near the ocean surface and suck up CO2 from the atmosphere through photosynthesis.As a result of the fertilisation, the whales remove 400,000 tonnes of carbon each year, twice as much as the 200,000 tonnes of CO2 that they contribute through respiration.By way of comparison, 200,000 tonnes of CO2 is equal to the emissions of almost 40,000 passenger cars, according to an equation on the website of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).The whales' faeces are so effective because they are emitted in liquid form and close to the surface, before the mammals dive, said the paper.Industrialised whaling not only gravely threatened Southern Ocean sperm whales, it also damaged a major carbon "sink," the scientific term for something that removes more greenhouse gases than it produces, it added.Before industrial whaling, the population of this species was about 10 times larger, which meant around two million tonnes of CO2 were removed annually, said the paper.The Southern Ocean is rich in nitrogen but poor in iron, which is essential for phytoplankton.The scientists suspect that because sperm whales cluster in specific areas of the Southern Ocean there is a clear link between food availability and cetacean faeces.This could explain the "krill paradox," they believe. Researchers have previously found that when balleen whales are killed, the amount of krill in that sea area declines, which thus affects the entire food chain.The study is lead-authored by Trish Lavery of the School of Biological Sciences at Flinders University in Adelaide.The EPA's website, on the basis of a calculation made in 2005, says that a passenger car that is driven for 12,000 miles a year yields annual emissions in CO2 or its equivalent of just over five tonnes.The future of sperm whales and other species comes under scrutiny next week in Agadir, Morocco, where the International Whaling Commission (IWC) discusses a plan to relax a 24-year moratorium on commercial whaling.

Sperm Whales are a carbon sink and are key to marine ecosystems

NY Daily News 6/16( “Can whale poop save the planet? Sperm whale excrement removes carbon dioxide from air: scientists”, http://www.nydailynews.com/lifestyle/pets/2010/06/16/2010-06-16_can_whale_poop_save_the_planet_sperm_whale_excrement_removes_carbon_dioxide_from.html)

Could whale poop save the planet? Not entirely, but when the ocean giants known as sperm whales relieve themselves after a fish dinner, massive amounts of carbon are removed from the atmosphere. And this helps offset the harmful greenhouse gases that are linked to global warming, according to the Discovery Channel.“If Southern Ocean sperm whales were at their historic levels, meaning their population size before whaling, we would have an extra 2 million tons of carbon being removed from our atmosphere each and every year,” Trisha Lavery, lead author of a study published in the Proceedings of the Royal Society B, told the Discovery Channel. The 12,000 sperm whales estimated to inhabit the Southern Ocean (the waters encircling Antarctica) release carbon when they exhale carbon dioxide at the surface of the water, too. Yet these whales – and some other marine mammals – are among the animals that are most environmentally beneficial since their waste provides the nutrients that act as a natural fertilizer for aquatic plants that take up carbon from the ocean as they grow. This carbon stays trapped for hundreds to thousands of years. While this is all good news, the bad news is that the whale population isn’t as large as it once was. “Most whales are currently at 1 to 10 percent of their historical population sizes, so in the past, whales may have made a substantial contribution to carbon drawdown,” Lavery told the Discovery Channel. She said she’s hopeful that the new research will aid efforts to conserve ocean giants like sperm whales. Sometimes, Lavery says, the perception is that conservationists should save the whales because they are cute. But, she added, “We must protect whales in order to have healthy, well-functioning marine ecosystems.”

Whale CP: Whaling unethical

The Whaling Industry is unethical and Barbaric 

Pattay Daily News 6/27/2010(“The Barbaric and Unnecessary killing of whales”, http://www.pattayadailynews.com/en/2010/06/27/the-barbaric-and-unnecessary-killing-of-whales/)

There are approximately eighty different species of whale in our seas, with the largest being a blue whale measuring 33 metre long and weighing more than 190 tonne (2,000 people). They are warm blooded mammals and he blue whale is believed to be the largest creature to have ever live on earth.There are two groups of whales, the first is the toothed whale that have sharp teeth, such as the killer whale, sperm whale and dolphin that eat other mammals and fish and the other group are Baleen whales, such as the blue, the humpback and the minke whale that have rows of keratin plates in their mouths which strains the water in order to extract tiny sea creatures such as krill.Before being protected in the 1960’s, the blue whale was hunted to near extinction, but now it is estimated there is near on 2,300 with evidence of an annual increase of approximately 7% in the Southern Hemisphere. Whales are able to communicate by high pitched sound not unlike singing, can be heard in the open sea more than 200 miles away and travel in groups, migrating every year to the same places. They generally cruise at around 6 knots and are able to keep up with large ships.It has yet to be proven whether or not the whale is an intelligent animal as their brain is used for communication and may weigh as much as 9kg, which is the largest of any living creature. Although whales breathe in air, they can dive to thousands of metres before coming up for more. Their blow holes can blow out water which reaches heights of at least seven metres.  In a bid to stop the dwindling numbers of whales, a limitation was put in place to stop the extinction of these beautiful creatures. Although many countries are in agreement of a ban on whaling, there are still countries such as Norway, Japan Iceland and Russia who continue whaling often under the pretext of “scientific research”. Whales are slow to reproduce as well as slow in maturing, so hunting them to extinction is not hard to do and so keeping a count on numbers is essential though not easy. Today, whales are admired worldwide by the general public who consider whaling to be both cruel and unnecessary. Continued international protests can be a powerful influence on the countries who still insist on killing the whales for “scientific research”. The time has come for these countries to put an end to the cruel, barbaric slaughter of these magnificent creatures.  Just how many whales does a country need in one year for “scientific research”? If you or I went to the hospital for tests, would the doctors turn round and tell you they need more of you to do tests? NO! They carry out all the tests required on the one body whilst keeping you alive to do so.

Troops in okinawa critical to the security of japan and the U.S.-Japanese alliance 

Time 6/8 (“Why Japan and the U.S. Can't Live without okinawa”, Mark Thompson/ Washington) http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1994798,00.html)

Despite the Hatoyama government's intentions, Washington refused to back down from a 2006 pact between the two nations permitting its continued base rights on Okinawa, nearly 1,000 miles south of Tokyo. A legacy of World War II, 47,000 U.S. troops are based in Japan within two or three days' sail of potential hot spots on the Korean peninsula and the Taiwan Strait. Hatoyama's fall suggests that despite the Japanese people's desire for a reduced U.S. military presence, they aren't ready to give up the protection it offers. "Hatoyama got into difficulty with the Japanese people because it was perceived that he was weakening the security of Japan," says Tom Schieffer, U.S. ambassador to Japan from 2005 to 2009. "The security of Japan is tied to the U.S.-Japanese alliance, and it has been that way since the end of the war."(See TIME's photo-essay "Japan Then and Now.")Japan's new Prime Minister, Naoto Kan, confirmed his nation's inherent conservatism on Sunday. In a 15-min. phone call with President Obama, the new Japanese leader pledged that he would work to fulfill the 2006 deal under which the U.S. Marines' Futenma air base on Okinawa would be relocated from its current cramped quarters to a more remote part of the island. Kan honored the agreement by confirming on Tuesday that he would move the base to a less-crowded part of Okinawa, as well as try to reduce the burden on the island for hosting the many U.S. military bases that are part of the joint security pact.With the region increasingly jittery following North Korea's alleged sinking of the South Korean warship Cheonan in March — and amid increased Chinese muscle-flexing — Hatoyama ultimately acceded to Washington's demands. "[Removing the U.S. base from Okinawa] has proved impossible in my time," Hatoyama said when he announced his decision to step down. Not since 1960 — when Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi resigned after pushing through an unpopular U.S.-Japanese security treaty — has a Japanese leader been forced from power over the country's military ties with the U.S. "Someday," Hatoyama said, "the time will come when Japan's peace will have to be ensured by the Japanese people themselves." (See five reasons to visit Okinawa.) That's not going to happen anytime soon, in part because both sides benefit from the current agreement. The U.S. gets to station a potent punch amid one of the world's most dynamic but unsettled regions, while Japan is relieved of an additional defense-spending burden that would do little to help revive its flagging economy.(See TIME's photo-essay on the political life of Yukio Hatoyama.) The U.S. made clear shortly after Hatoyama's election that it had no intention of retreating from East Asia. Last October, Defense Secretary Robert Gates called the Marines' continued presence on Okinawa the "linchpin" of Washington's East Asian strategy. "This may not be the perfect alternative for anyone," he said in Japan, "but it is the best alternative for everyone." In February, Lieut. General Keith Stalder, who commands Marines in the Pacific, put it more bluntly. "All of my Marines on Okinawa are willing to die if it is necessary for the security of Japan," he told a Tokyo audience. "Japan does not have a reciprocal obligation to defend the United States, but it absolutely must provide the bases and training that U.S. forces need." That U.S. security umbrella, he pointedly added, "has brought Japan and the entire region unprecedented wealth and social advancement."The reason for the 2006 agreement to move Futenma to a new facility in a less-populated part of Okinawa is that the city of Ginowan now encroaches on the the current facility from all sides. The $26 billion deal, to be largely funded by Japan, also calls for shifting 8,000 Marines from Okinawa to Guam by 2014. For many in Okinawa, Futenma and its 2,000 American personnel have been a perpetually noisy and polluting symbol of continuing U.S. dominance. But U.S. military leaders insist that as long as the 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force is based on Okinawa, they need the air base, which allows them to rapidly deploy Marines throughout the region. Stalder uses the analogy of a baseball team to explain why the force can't do without its aircraft: "It does not do you any good to have the outfielders practicing in one town, the catcher in another and the third baseman somewhere else."

Whaling CP: Diplomacy Solves

Diplomacy Solves Whaling 

TVNZ.co.nz 1/13( “Dipolomacy is the only way to end whaling”,http://tvnz.co.nz/view/tvnz_smartphone_story_skin/3329781)

Prime Minister John Key says a diplomatic solution is the only way to end whaling in the Southern Ocean.Speaking at a media conference in Auckland on Wednesday, Key said he would raise the issue of whaling when he meets US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who arrives in New Zealand on Friday for a three-day visit."There will be an International Whaling Commission meeting in Honolulu later in January, so this will by our last chance to voice our perspectives on that meeting when we see Secretary Clinton on Friday," Key said."New Zealand has been working very hard to find a diplomatic solution to the whaling issue."Certainly from Australia's, New Zealand's and Japan's perspective, we are looking to find a diplomatic solution."Key condemned last week's clash between the Sea Shepherd conservation organisation and a Japanese whaling ship which saw a New Zealand registered boat sink . "It's very inhospitable terrain and it's not practically possible for New Zealand to dispatch rescue vessels to save people if there is a collision in Antarctica. Our view is we'd much rather see a diplomatic solution, rather than the kind of fracas we saw on the Southern Ocean recently."I don't think name calling or collisions on the high seas can resolve this issue. It can only be resolved diplomatically, and that's what New Zealand is working very hard to try and achieve, along with other countries like Iceland and Norway," Key said.It was a long-standing problem and New Zealand has made its position very clear, Key added."There has been ongoing discussions and progress has been made, but it's a delicate subject and we need to try and work our way through it."This diplomatic solution would see an end to whaling over time," Key said.He gave no details of the diplomatic solution New Zealand was working on.Source: NZPA 

Whaling CP: Japan says yes

Japan wants a diplomatic solution- too close of ties with Australia

Big Pond News 2/20( “Japanese leave door open to diplomacy”, http://bigpondnews.com/articles/National/2010/02/20/Japanese_leave_door_open_to_diplomacy_431185.html)

Japan is still seeking a diplomatic solution to its disagreement with Australia over whaling, despite fresh threats of legal action by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd.The Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs says it does not fully understand Mr Rudd's intentions after the prime minister said Australia could take Japan to the International Court of Justice.Mr Rudd said that if diplomacy on whaling failed and Japan refused to reduce to zero its so-called 'scientific whaling' quota in the Southern Ocean, legal action would begin before the start of the next whaling season in November.'In light of the importance of Australia-Japan relations ... we intend, we hope that the two countries will confirm it is imperative to reach a diplomatic solution,' Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Hidenobu Sobashima told reporters in Sydney on Saturday. Mr Sobashima said Japanese Foreign Affairs Minister Katsuya Okada had read a story quoting Mr Rudd in The Weekend Australian newspaper but did not understand the prime minister's intentions.He said the minister would seek clarification during a scheduled meeting with Mr Rudd on Saturday.Mr Okada is meeting with the prime minister and Defence Minister John Faulkner in Sydney.He then flies to Perth on Sunday for talks with Foreign Minister Stephen Smith.

Japan says yes to US diplomatic offer

Nzherald.co.nz 1/18(“Editorial: diplomatic way to end whale killing”,  http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sea-shepherd-society/news/article.cfm?o_id=445&objectid=10620734)

That, however, was not the line of Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama. He has said that he does not like whale meat, a sign, perhaps, that he is willing to break with a tradition that owes much to the meat's symbolism in times of war and hardship. He has also stated that his first budget will feature the elimination of the type of subsidies and perks for retired bureaucrats that have allowed whaling to continue. This may rankle with elderly Japanese, who are the main eaters of whale meat and regard it as culturally important. But it will probably cause few ripples among the country's young. They are removed from the tradition of Showa nostalgia, which drives the whaling, and are becoming more susceptible to global conservation campaigns. Much of the international diplomatic effort, led by the US, will, obviously, be directed towards encouraging Mr Hatoyama to abandon whaling on the basis of Budget constraints. Such a course would allow Japan to back away of its own accord, rather than appear to be bowing to international pressure. In the way of diplomacy, it may be that some carrots will be offered to Japan to offset any perceived loss of face. This country's Foreign Minister, Murray McCully, appears cautiously optimistic that progress can be made. He notes that every other approach has failed, and "the diplomatic process is the only one that offers some prospect of significant success". Not only have other approaches failed, but direct confrontation has reached a point of considerable peril. The sinking of the Ady Gill was an incident in the making for the best part of a decade. Luck, rather than good management, meant none of the six-man crew was killed in the collision with a Japanese security vessel attached to the whaling fleet. 

Whaling destroys Australian Japanese relations 

Daily Yomiuri Online 3/6/2010(“Whaling disupte threatens Japan's relations with Australia”,http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/columns/commentary/20100310dy06.htm)

Australia is becoming increasingly confrontational over Japan's research whaling in the Antarctic Ocean, an issue that could damage the friendship between the two countries.On Feb. 25, the Australian government submitted a proposal to the International Whaling Commission to gradually phase out whaling in the Antarctic Ocean within five years. If the Japanese government does not agree to a total ban, the Australian government intends to file suit against Japan in the International Court of Justice by November."If a suit is brought against this country, we'll be prepared to make proper counterarguments. It's important to say calmly what needs to be said," Foreign Minister Katsuya Okada said at a Feb. 26 press conference.Japan's research whaling, done to investigate whales' condition in the wild, is a legal activity allowed by the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. However, Australia has been a base for Sea Shepherd, an antiwhaling organization, and has given tacit approval to that group's repeated, violent obstructions of Japan's research whaling fleet.In January, a small high-speed boat belonging to Sea Shepherd was severely damaged when it collided with a patrol boat of the Japanese whaling fleet. On Feb. 15, a Sea Shepherd activist was detained after he illegally boarded one of the Japanese ships under cover of darkness.When Okada visited Australia on Feb. 20, he asked Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to restrict the entry of Sea Shepherd's protest ships to Australia, but Rudd said there was no legal ground to do so.Eyeing the IWC's annual general meeting to be held in June in Morocco, the Japanese government is aiming to reach a comprehensive agreement that focuses on resuming Japan's coastal whaling and downsizing its research whaling.The Japanese government also wants to continue talks with related countries, including Australia, but will fight strongly if the Australian government files a lawsuit.The Australian government has not clearly presented its legal grounds for filing suit against Japan. Some people in Australia say that because the whale meat taken during research whaling is sold in Japanese markets, the activity is therefore is no different from commercial whaling, despite being called research whaling. They also say research whaling has been conducted inside the 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic zone of Australia's claimed territory in the Antarctic, and thus violates Australian law prohibiting whaling.However, the waste-free use of meat from whales caught in research whaling is allowed under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. Also, it is generally accepted in the international community that EEZ rights cannot be claimed in the sea near Antarctica, because territorial rights concerning that continent have not been established.Even some in Australia agree--the Australia Strategic Policy Institute has said there is little evidence the Australian government's national interests have been infringed and the country is on weak legal ground for a lawsuit.One reason for the Australian government's confrontational stance is a campaign promise made by Rudd's Labor Party to file suit against Japan when it took power in a 2007 general election. Ahead of the next general election to be held this year, opposition parties have criticized the administration for not honoring that pledge.Japan and Australia are important allies in trade and national security, and their bilateral relations have been good. If whaling, the sole thorny issue between them, can create hostility between the two countries, the situation could damage their entire relationship.Some in Australia have begun criticizing the Rudd administration for its radical response to the issue. Both Japan and Australia need to respond to the problem in a level-headed manner.Okazaki is a Sydney correspondent.

Whaling CP: Ethical Obligation

We Have an ethical obligation to save the whales 

Scripps Howard News Service 2003( “On fairness to animals: A plea for animal rights from an unexpected corner -- a George W. Bush speechwriter”,http://www.lexisnexis.com/us/lnacademic/results/docview/docview.do?docLinkInd=true&risb=21_T9646702047&format=GNBFI&sort=BOOLEAN&startDocNo=1&resultsUrlKey=29_T9646702050&cisb=22_T9646702049&treeMax=true&treeWidth=0&csi=249772&docNo=5)

Pity the Earth's animals. At one extreme, they are dismissed as little more than resources for human use by smug religious believers who selectively cite one of the Bible's best-known passages, from the Book of Genesis: humans "shall have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth."Diametrically opposed are the fundamentalist evolutionists who argue in lofty, Cartesian terms that because animals supposedly lack language and other "rational" human skills, they deserve hardly more consideration than stones .And in the vast middle, most of humanity's billions simply don't think much about how animals are treated. Some skin live dogs and garrote cats to make fur lining for jackets; others fire exploding harpoons into whales, they "hunt" elephants and rhinos and tigers in perverse rites of masculinity; and they confine millions of sentient creatures in horrifically unnatural conditions on factory farms. Most don't do such things, of course -- and most are in denial that some do. Many consider concern for animal welfare a minor pursuit for mush-headed sentimentalists and liberals. But Matthew Scully may change a few minds. Scully is no liberal sentimentalist." Natural they may be, but the connections also may make some people uneasy. "For example, some people who have a heart for elephants or whales, which are very charismatic animals, can have a blind spot to the misery inflicted on farm animals," Scully says. Scully opens with a basic argument: Animals may not have "rights," but humans have a moral and ethical obligation not to inflict pain, suffering or unnatural conditions upon them. They offer Scully straight-faced arguments as to why raising millions of hogs the way they do is "better" than what God and Nature designed. In the chapters interspersing all the ugly realism, Scully has the courage to give a full airing to the sterile, theoretical posturing of evolutionary biologists and others who think there are no limits to the suffering humanity may inflict on animals. He answers each argument rationally and calmly. "When you start to consider animals and their place in the world, you have to face some fairly large questions," Scully says. "In that way, you are forced to affirm a certain amount of faith, to try to convey a sense of humility before the universe and the natural world ... Why do we care about these creatures we see, why do we marvel and feel respect for them, feel benevolence for them? The clearest answer I can find is that sense that they are made by the same hand as we are." Scully does leave readers on a more positive note, and he's optimistic that North America will eventually follow Europe, where every major political party has a stand on animal welfare, and many countries have outlawed factory farming techniques. Despite his solid conservative credentials, he believes that animal welfare is one area of the law where morals dictate more, not less, government intervention.He makes no demand that all Americans immediately convert to vegetarianism, but rather urges us to take the step of buying meat only from humane sources."The price of meat is unnaturally low, because we have removed all ethical boundaries to what you can do ... But we can't just completely subordinate our moral values to economic values," he says."Animal welfare," he writes, "is not just a moral problem to be solved in statutes, but a moral opportunity to fill our own lives with acts of compassion."
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