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Savannah key
The Savannah port supports 1 in 12 jobs in the US, dredging it is key to US growth

The Item, 7/27 – local newspaper for South Carolina (Georgia Ports Authority wants in on lawsuit, http://www.theitem.com/news/ap_state_news/article_c7d63712-e742-5f53-bc8f-995e7a497aa9.html, 7/27/12) // czhang
“To have the President of the United States acknowledge the importance of the Port of Savannah — its infrastructure improvement needs and the role it plays in the economic recovery of the Southeast — is significant,” said Curtis J. Foltz, executive director of the Georgia Ports Authority in a statement.

As the fastest growing container port in the nation and the fourth largest port overall, according to the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Savannah brought in more than 2.9 million containers, 8.7 percent of all U.S. container volume in 2011.

That growth can largely be attributed to expansion in container trade with Latin American countries and changes in the location of freight logistics hubs and distribution service centers, underscoring the importance of retail import distribution centers in the Savannah area, according to the BTS.

And with the deepening of the port, Savannah could continue to see double-digit growth rates, tapping out at around an estimated 6 million 20-foot equivalent unit containers by 2020 to 2023, said Page Siplon, executive director for the Georgia Center of Innovation for Logistics.

Mr. Siplon believes the deepening will provide more options for shippers, who can pass along cost savings to their customers. 

“Cost is king,” Mr. Siplon said. “If it costs less to ship a product across the ocean by putting them in a larger ship, making the process more efficient, then companies will usually take that option.”

But he added that sometimes cost isn’t the only factor in the decision because reliability or speed to market may be more important.

A recent study sponsored by the Georgia Ports Authority and conducted by the University of Georgia’s Selig Center for Economic Growth estimated that Georgia’s ports, including Brunswick and Savannah, contribute $66.9 billion to the state economy and support about one in 12 jobs.

And, Savannah key to global trade

AP State and Local Wire 7/23

(“Georgia ports report handling record tonnage,” pg lexis//um-ef)
Georgia ports received record volumes in the 2012 fiscal year for total tonnage and the amount of containers and autos that came through the ports.¶ The Savannah Morning News reported ( http://bit.ly/Ns5TSV) that Georgia Ports Authority Executive Director Curtis J. Foltz reported the ports showed strong growth in breakbulk and auto cargoes. The ports boosted overall tonnage to 26.5 million for an increase of 561,038 tons.¶ The port of Savannah moved 2,982,467 containers during the fiscal year. That's 2 percent more than what moved a year earlier.¶ Authority board chairman Robert S. Jepson Jr. said the growth in cargo handled by the ports shows the important role the Georgia ports are playing in global trade.
Exports

AJC 7/24

(“Georgia ports report another record year,” pg lexis//um-ef)

Georgia's ports posted another record year in fiscal 2012, port officials reported Monday, due largely to big increases in raw material and automobile exports and imports.¶ The port of Savannah moved nearly 3 million containers --- up 1.9 percent from fiscal 2011. Savannah is the nation's fourth busiest container port and second largest on the East Coast after New York/New Jersey.¶ So-called breakbulk cargo --- kaolin clay, wood and paper products and other raw materials --- surged 16 percent on increased demand from China and other manufacturing juggernauts, according to the Georgia Ports Authority (GPA).¶ Cars, trucks, bulldozers and other heavy machinery, also known as roll-on/roll-off or Ro/Ro cargo, tallied a 19 percent growth rate. Nearly 570,000 Kia, Mercedes and Hyundai cars and trucks, as well as tractors and front-end loaders, rolled primarily through the Port of Brunswick.

Container shipping

AJC 7/20

(“Port Of Savannah;Ga. project gets boost from feds,” pg lexis//um-ef)

The deepening could be a boon for Savannah's fast-growing port, which led the nation with double-digit growth of container traffic between 2000 and 2010. It now expects about 5 percent annual growth through 2022, and while the Corps expects that growth to happen regardless of any deepening work, supporters say the dredging will accelerate that pace.

And, Chinese exports

Journal of Commerce 8/19/11

(“Charleston's Comeback,” pg lexis//um-ef)

Neighboring Savannah, Ga., which focused on luring big retailers to locate distribution centers near the port, became a darling among seaports, capturing more than 70 percent of China imports via South Atlantic ports by 2010, compared with Charleston's 16 percent, just one example of the two ports' divergent trajectories over the past decade. "We lost a bit of our brand, and now we have to re-establish it," Newsome said.

And, dredging ALL the ports isn’t necessary – just a few will solve the aff

AJC 6/14

(“Ports to spend big for global bounty,” pg lexis//um-ef)

U.S. ports, including Savannah and Brunswick, plan to spend more than $46 billion over the next five years in anticipation of fierce global competition for exports and imports, a report by the American Association of Port Authorities shows.¶ The actual amount will be considerably higher. Only 63 of the association's 82 members responded to the query. And federal money for port-deepening projects --- Savannah alone seeks more than $400 million from Washington to carve another 5 feet from the Savannah River and harbor --- wasn't included.¶ The huge public investments --- the subject of an examination earlier this year by The Atlanta Journal-Constitution --- highlight the uncoordinated arms race between ports for maritime supremacy. Along the Southeast coast, for instance, Savannah and Brunswick compete with Norfolk, Charleston, Jacksonville and Miami for a finite amount of cargo.¶ No one in Washington or anywhere else plays referee to determine which ports should handle the ever-larger cargo ships expected to traverse the Panama Canal en route to the East Coast by 2015.¶ "We don't need a half-dozen deep-water ports on the Eastern seaboard. We just need a couple to deal with the larger ships coming on line," said Steve Ellis, vice president of Taxpayers for Common Sense, a nonpartisan budget watchdog group in Washington.¶ "Spending all this money is clearly in the ports' and shippers' interests, but it's not in the taxpayers' interest."¶ Savannah and Charleston, for example, compete for the same ships and plan to spend almost $4 billion upgrading harbors, docks and terminals. South Carolina politicians, who've plowed billions of dollars into the port of Charleston, vow to stop Savannah from deepening its river and harbor.

AT: Fed Study

And, the fed study didn’t conclude WHERE the money should come from – states can still fund it 

AJC 6/22

(“PORT EXPANSION;For Southern ports, feds' study falls short,” pg lexis//um-ef)

Savannah and other Southern ports have "the most critical" need for money to deepen harbors for supersized cargo ships expected to ply the world's oceans by late 2014, according to a federal maritime agency report released Thursday.¶ But the study, done for Congress by the research arm of the Army Corps of Engineers, doesn't conclude which ports deserve federal dollars to handle the huge container ships. Nor did the Institute of Water Resources say where the money should come from --- the federal government, states, port authorities or shipping lines.

Solvency – GA can do it

Ports dredging now- Savannah funds proves states can do the plan

Bynum and Smith 6/22 (Russ and Bruce, Associated Press, “Charleston and other Southeast, Gulf port cities need deeper waterways; Corps of Engineers”, 22 June 2012, http://www.postandcourier.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120622/PC05/120629718/charleston-and-other-southeast-gulf-port-cities-need-deeper-waterways-corps-of-engineers&template=printart, LCS)

The need for expanding port capacity “is likely to be most critical along the U.S. Southeast and Gulf coasts,” the report said. That’s because the region has no shipping channels that are at least 50 feet deep, the target depth for the giant ships — mostly from China and other Asian countries — that will begin using the Panama Canal after a major expansion is completed by the end of 2014. The Corps said those so-called post-Panamax ships make up only 16 percent of the world’s container fleet, but have nearly half that fleet’s carrying capacity. “Those numbers are projected to grow significantly over the next 20 years,” Maj. Gen. Michael J. Walsh, the Army Corps’ deputy commanding general for civil works, said in statement Thursday. Savannah, Ga., Charleston, S.C., and Miami as well as several ports in the Gulf are already undertaking harbor deepening projects, though none have advanced beyond studies to actual dredging. In April, the Corps completed a 14-year study on the Port of Savannah — the nation’s fourth busiest container port — which wants $652 million in taxpayer funds to deepen more than 30 miles of river. Florida port officials hope to have a $150 million deepening of Miami’s port finished by 2014. The Corps said 17 such projects are being studied overall, and the cost of harbor expansions across the Southeast would likely be $3 billion to $5 billion.

Current funding proves Georgia can fund

Leach 4/25 (Peter, Senior Editor of The Journal of Commerce, “Georgia Funds Another $46.7 Million for Savannah Deepening”, 25 April 2012, http://www.joc.com/portsterminals/georgia-funds-another-467-million-savannah-deepening, LCS)

The state of Georgia will chip in another $46.7 million to help pay for deepening the Savannah River to 47 feet from its current 42 feet as part of this year’s state budget. The new money brings total state funding to $181.1 million for the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project. Georgia and the federal government will share the cost of the project, with the state paying about a third of the total cost. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reduced the target depth for SHEP to 47 feet from 48 feet earlier this month as the level that would produce the most economic benefit. It estimated the project will cost $652 million and will produce an annual return of $174 million to the nation. “We know that this project is important; not just for the Savannah area, it’s important for the state of Georgia, and it is also important for the United States,” Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal said Tuesday in ceremonies at the Port of Savannah. “We will have our 40 percent, and as soon as we get the sign-off from the federal agencies, we will all be working collectively to get the federal government to make the commitment for their 60 percent, so that this project can become a reality.”

Solves competitiveness

Savannah Dredging key to solve business and competitiveness

AJC 4/24 (Associated Press, “Deal: Georgia will pay for port deepening if feds don't”, 24 April 2012, http://www.ajc.com/news/deal-georgia-will-pay-1425251.html, LCS)

Savannah and other East Coast ports are racing to deepen their harbors in anticipation of mammoth ships arriving via Panama once its canal expansion is finished in 2014. Earlier this month, the Army Corps of Engineers issued its final report calling for dredging 5 feet from the bottom of the Savannah harbor for a depth of 47 feet. The Georgia Ports Authority is hoping to win final approval later this year. Even on that timetable, and ignoring court challenges pending in neighboring South Carolina that could delay or halt the project, the deepening wouldn't be finished until 2016. Georgia port officials say if dredging isn't under way by the time the expanded Panama Canal opens, the state risks losing shipping business to competitors with deeper water. Savannah now has the fourth busiest container port in the U.S. "We're not going to let anything slow us down, because time is of the essence," Deal said. "We need to make it as close to that time frame as possible."
Solves competitiveness

Savannah port solves competitiveness- efficiency, exports, and jobs prove

Deal 11 (Nathan, “Little research on Savannah port jobs impact”, 5 December 2011, http://www.politifact.com/georgia/statements/2012/jan/20/nathan-deal/savannah-port-jobs-impact-unclear/, LCS)
Boosters of the stalled plan to deepen Savannah’s port keep a laundry list of reasons why breaking ground is a good idea. You may have heard them before. The project, they say, will make the port more efficient, help the U.S. boost exports, and make Georgia more competitive in the global market. But few grabbed our attention like one by Gov. Nathan Deal about the port’s effect on jobs. The claim appeared in an op-ed in Roll Call, a Washington, D.C., publication with a Capitol Hill readership. Deal’s essay argued that Congress should give the dredging project money, even while the country is counting its pennies. "Updating vital infrastructure that supports jobs and increases U.S. competitiveness is not the place to find cost savings. In this new era of prioritization, this is exactly the type of export-boosting, jobs-creating project that should be at the top of our list," Deal wrote.

Solves cotton

Savannah port solves cotton- biggest exporting port

Costa and Rosson 2012 (Rafael and Parr, Ph.D candidate and research assistant and professor in the department of agricultural economics at Texas A&M University, “The Impacts of Panama Canal Expansion on World Cotton Trade”, https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:V85L88yTbWMJ:www.trforum.org/forum/downloads/2012_55_Panama_Canal_Expansion_Cotton.pdf+&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESgloY9ViQNny6dvr-00OWVfD31psp-4vrazkCLDWL-LGv-oBe6BdeRkAcKoRhXzJoxAHbrbBOrTdG9b8sCQQMqe_RbBsixH3OLdQ9xBXVRC2BVN1ZjG_CKq7hpAGU6U5259XZtw&sig=AHIEtbRoEfz5eHknxbZ2v1tTL4805eDAag&pli=1, LCS)

The absolute change in exports was the largest for the port of Savannah, Georgia, followed by the port of Huston, Texas. The increase from 2,236.7 to 3,907.5 thousand bales (74.7 increase) in exports positioned the port of Savannah as the leading cotton exporting port passing the Long Beach- Los Angeles ports (down to 3,697.2 from 6,163.3 thousand bales). The total relative change for the U.S. Gulf and Atlantic ports was equivalent to a positive 50.5 percent, which in absolute value this is equal to an increase of 2,548.8 thousand bales.

--NEG—
No fed key warrant – states can solve
South Carolina disproves fed key warrant

Long 4/25 (Matt, Staff Writer, “SC Senate approves paying for Federal portion of harbor deepening”, South Carolina Radio Network, 25 April 2012, http://www.southcarolinaradionetwork.com/2012/04/25/sc-senate-approves-paying-for-fed-portion-of-harbor-deepening/, LCS)
South Carolina state senators have approved legislation that would borrow money to pay for the federal portion of the Charleston Harbor deepening if the government does not keep its end of a cost-sharing agreement. The bill passed 40-3 late Wednesday. The Army Corps of Engineers is supposed to put forward $120 million to match South Carolina’s $180 million for the harbor dredging project. But fears about federal budget cutbacks leave many South Carolina lawmakers concerned that Congress may not come through with the money five years from now. As a solution, Sen. Hugh Leatherman (R-Florence) proposed issuing bonds as an emergency backup. Leatherman says the project is too critical for any uncertainty over funding. He says the bonds are also a good marketing move, helping State Ports Authority president Jim Newsome recruit businesses to use the Port of Charleston. “If he’s got this, he can go to the shipping lines and companies and say South Carolina is serious,” Leatherman said.

States can solve

Budget Crisis make fed funding insufficient- states solve

Smith 6/22 (Bruce, Associated Press, “Report: Southeast, Gulf need deeper port harbors”, 22 June 2012, http://m.savannahnow.com/news/2012-06-22/report-southeast-gulf-need-deeper-port-harbors, LCS)
The budget crisis has made federal funding for port projects extremely tight, especially since Congress and President Barack Obama for the past two years have sworn off so-called “earmark” spending that was used to fund such projects in the past. The Army Corps report said current funding levels for port improvements won’t cover all the projects that should be done. If Congress won’t increase the agency’s funding for harbor projects, the report said, then perhaps state governments and private companies such as shipping lines should be required to pay a greater share. Another alternative would do away with the current cost-sharing system. Ports would include the cost of deepening in the fees they charge shippers and could borrow from a federal infrastructure bank for major projects. “As long as every port and every federal waterway is treated fairly, then I think anything’s probably on the table,” said Foltz, Georgia’s ports chief. “But we need to find a funding source to make sure our ports remain competitive.”

Alt causes – 

They don’t solve intermodal connectors

AAPA 9 (“Infrastructure Improvements” copyright 2009, http://www.aapa-ports.org/Industry/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1025&navItemNumber=1029) // czhang 
The Global Transportation System

America's ports work hand-in-hand with our nation's trucking companies, railroads and airports to offer the most efficient transportation system in the world. Growth in international air and ocean cargo, imports and exports will put ever increasing demands on the transportation system.

Landside Access

Efficient transportation depends on connections between the road, rail and water. In order to move waterborne cargo quickly to or from the hinterlands, trucks and railroads need to have clear access to ports. For some ports, the weakest link in their logistics chain is at their back doors, where congested roadways or inadequate rail connections to marine terminals cause delays and raise transportation costs.

With the prediction that the volume of international trade through our ports will double 2001 volumes by the year 2020 and the volume of containerized volumes might well triple within that time frame, our nation's infrastructure will be challenged to accommodate this increase in freight movement, especially given the growing congestion caused by other commercial and passenger traffic. Problems as simple as lack of left-hand traffic signals for trucks leaving marine terminals, or at-grade rail crossings on local streets, can tie up traffic and create freight transportation bottlenecks.

Squo solves

Squo solves – 5 of the 7 major ports funded

Leach 7/19 – senior editor at the JCO (Peter, Journal of Commerce Online, Obama Fast Tracks Review of East Coast Port Projects http://www.joc.com/infrastructure/obama-fast-tracks-reviews-east-coast-port-projects) // czhang

Five East Coast ports got a leg up from the White House Wednesday when the Obama administration fast-tracked the seven big infrastructure projects they are planning in order to accommodate the bigger post-Panamax ships that will start coming through the Panama Canal after its new locks open in 2015.

As part of its "We Can't Wait" initiative, the administration said it would expedite the review and permitting process of seven projects at the five ports, including two in Jacksonville and two in the Port of New York and New Jersey.

It put on the list of projects for expedited review the plan to raise of the elevation of the Bayonne Bridge between Staten island and Jersey City to allow passage of taller ships, which the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey said Tuesday would be ready for the opening of the new locks.

In addition, the administration put the planned Intermodal Container Transfer facility at the Port of Jacksonville on its list of fast-track projects, with a July 2013 target date for completion of federal reviews.

The White House is also fast-tracking federal review of harbor-deepening projects at the Port of Jacksonville, the Port of Miami, the Port of Savannah, the Port of New York and New Jersey and the Port of Charleston &mdash; all are designed to handle the deeper draft of the post-Panamax vessels.

The expedited port projects are the first seven of the initial 43 projects that will be expedited by the Executive Order. The White House said additional expedited infrastructure projects would be announced in the coming weeks.

"One way to help American businesses grow and hire is to modernize our infrastructure," President Obama said. "That's why in March I asked my administration to identify important projects across the country where federal review could be expedited. Today's commitment to move these port projects forward faster will help drive job growth and strengthen the economy."

The harbor-deepening projects included among those slated for expedited review are:

-- The Port of Jacksonville. The administration said the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers feasibility study of the economic impact of deepening the St. John's River to the port would be completed by April 2013.

-- The Port of Miami. The administration said it would complete all federal reviews for the deepening of the port channel to 50 feet by August 2012. The port expects to put it up for bid by year-end and complete the project by late 2014.&nbsp;

-- The Port of Savannah's plan to deepen the Savannah River to 47 feet will complete all federal reviews by November 2012, with construction scheduled to begin next year.

-- At the Port of New York and New Jersey, where work to deepen the harbor to 50 feet has been going on for years, the administration set a target date of May 2013 for completing all federal permit and review decisions for the final stages of the project.

-- At the Port of Charleston, the administration committed to completing all federal reviews for the project to deepen the harbor to 50 feet from its current 45 feet by September 2015, much earlier than the usual average of more than 10 years.

The aff only invests in 5 port deepening projects

DredgingToday.com, 7/20/12 the industry’s ground-breaking news provider (Dredging Today, “USA: President Recognizes Importance of Seaport-Related Infrastructure”, DredgingToday.com, 7/20/12, http://www.dredgingtoday.com/2012/07/20/usa-president-recognizes-importance-of-seaport-related-infrastructure/)//EW
U.S. President Barack Obama recognized the importance of seaport-related infrastructure by announcing seven projects of national and regional significance which will benefit from aggressive federal permit decision-making and review schedules. Each of these projects directly support America’s seaports and their ability to move freight efficiently to reduce costs to consumers, create jobs, and help America’s manufacturing and agricultural industries sell their goods overseas. “The American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) has long stressed the importance of expediting permitting and project delivery processes for water- and land-side access infrastructure projects at America’s seaports,” said Kurt Nagle, AAPA’s president and CEO. “These types of projects not only aid in the efficient movement of freight, they pay long-term dividends by supporting job creation and economic growth, and help to ensure America’s international competitiveness overseas. We hope that additional water- and land-side access projects at seaports will be added to the list.” The need to expedite infrastructure projects through permitting and environmental review processes was a recommendation of the President’s Council on Jobs and Competitiveness. Fourteen projects, including highway, bridge, transit, water supply and other projects were initially identified by the administration last October. In a March, 2012 Executive Order, the president formally directed federal agencies to identify nationally or regionally significant infrastructure projects and set aggressive schedules for completing the necessary federal permit and review decisions associated with each project. The projects announced yesterday are the first seven of 43 additional projects that will be expedited under the Executive Order. The names of the other projects will be announced in the coming weeks. The seven projects include five harbor improvements to deepen federal navigation channels for larger ships (in Jacksonville, Miami, Charleston, Savannah and New York/New Jersey), a project to increase the height of the New York harbor’s Bayonne Bridge to enhance navigation, and an intermodal container facility in Jacksonville to increase rail capacity.

General solves all

Szakonyi 12— associate editor of the Journal of Commerce (Mark, “The Hill Ramping Up Dredging Efforts”, Journal of Commerce, 5/7, ProQuest)//EW
The Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund collects roughly $1.5 billion annually from importers, who pay a rate of 0.125 percent of the value of their cargo. The HMTF is expected to have a surplus of nearly $7 billion by the end of fiscal 2013, according to the Association of American Port Authorities. The ports' argument that more money needs to be spent on dredging to create jobs and boost trade also is gaining traction on the front line of congressional funding allocations. Under the latest House energy and water appropriations bill, ports in fiscal 2013 would get $1 billion for maintenance dredging. That's the largest single annual federal award for dredging and about $170 million more than the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers received last time around. "This is a significant development. It wasn't so long ago that (the corps) only received $750 million," said Paul Bea, principal of PHB Public Affairs, a maritime consulting firm.

Solves Charleston and Savannah

Szakonyi 12— associate editor of the Journal of Commerce (Mark, “The Hill Ramping Up Dredging Efforts”, Journal of Commerce, 5/7, ProQuest)//EW
That supporters of Charleston and Savannah are preparing to take on the deepening expenses themselves reflects just how little optimism there is for federal help. Bea said maritime advocates and legislators are attempting to figure out how they can get projects funded and authorized in new ways. One such approach is by Sen. Lindsay Graham, R-S.C., to create a national assessment of which ports should be deepened. Plans to create a program for prioritization in authorization and funding come with their own set of problems, however, Holliday said. "When you start prioritizing ports, you begin picking winners and losers," he said.

Key ports all around the US are post-Panamax ready

USACE, 2012 – federal agency that regulates port infrastructure projects (“U.S. Port and Inland Waterways Modernization: Preparing for Post-Panamax Vessels”, USACE, June 20 2012, http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/docs/portswaterways/rpt/June_20_U.S._Port_and_Inland_Waterways_Preparing_for_Post_Panamax_Vessels.pdf) //EW
For this report, a port is be considered “post-Panamax ready” if it has a channel depth of about 50 feet net of allowances for usable tide, as well as sufficient dock and crane capacity. U.S. West Coast ports at Seattle, Oakland, Los Angeles and Long Beach all have 50-foot channels. Northeastern U.S. ports at Baltimore and New York have or will soon have 50-foot channels. On the Southeast coast, Norfolk has a 50-foot channel. Below Norfolk along the U.S. Southeast and Gulf Coasts, there are no ports with 50-foot channels, although Charleston with a 45-foot channel depth and nearly 5 feet of tide can accommodate most post-Panamax vessels.

Status Quo Solves (GA)

And, it will be dredged beginning of 2013

AJC 7/20

(“Port Of Savannah;Ga. project gets boost from feds,” pg lexis//um-ef)

President Barack Obama ordered federal agencies on Thursday to speed up their review of the dredging of the Port of Savannah in what supporters view as the clearest signal yet of the White House's support for the $650 million project.¶ The announcement, which requires agencies to finish their reviews within months, is a victory for business leaders and politicians who see the project to deepen 38 miles of river and harbor as Georgia's top economic development initiative. The work could begin as soon as early next year if regulators sign off on the project.

And, GA, Charleston will pay for the dredging in the status quo 

Journal of Commerce 5/7

(“The Hill Ramping Up Dredging Efforts;Transportation, energy and water appropriations bills include funding mandates for dredging,” pg lexis//um-ef)

The federal uncertainty hits the East Coast particularly hard, because only a few ports have the funding and approval necessary to deepen their channels. Ports such as Savannah, Ga., and Charleston, S.C, need deeper harbors to handle larger ships able to pass through the expanded Panama Canal in 2015. That supporters of Charleston and Savannah are preparing to take on the deepening expenses themselves reflects just how little optimism there is for federal help.

And, they’re already bringing in more trade and goods – status quo solves

Journal of Commerce 2/20

(“Bigger Ships, Faster Growth Through the 'Other' Canal;

East Coast ports see gains in post-Panamax volumes, even before Panama's new locks open,” pg lexis//um-ef)
A funny thing happened on the way to the 2014 completion of the new Panama Canal locks. The volume of containers moving from Asia to U.S. East Coast ports via the Suez Canal took off.¶ The reason is pure economics. Ocean carriers can lower their slot costs by deploying post-Panamax ships that can carry more than twice as many containers as Panamax-size vessels, the largest that can transit the Panama Canal.¶ In the last year or so, post-Panamax ships with capacity of more than 9,000 20-foot equivalent units started calling at East Coast ports, coming from India, Southeast Asia and as far north as Hong Kong. While the volume of containers that move on Panamax ships of up to 4,800 TEUs via all-water services through Panama is still far higher, the volume on post-Panamax ships via the Suez is growing faster.¶ Related: Ports Working on the Railroad .¶ "All-water services from Asia to the East Coast via Panama simply can't make money now because the slot costs and the bunker costs are too high vs. the rates," said Jim Newsome, president and CEO of the South Carolina Ports Authority. "Lines are looking to reinvent themselves as cost leaders, so they are looking to achieve the lowest costs."¶ The cargo moving to the East Coast through the Suez Canal represents new volume. "The world is so focused on the post-Panamax all-water route through Panama, but I firmly believe that the Suez service offers the cargo opportunities for East Coast ports rather than cargo diversion from the West Coast that we'll see with the post-Panamax ships coming through Panama after 2014," said Paul Anderson, the Port of Jacksonville's CEO. "Post-Panamax is an oxymoron. We are already handling post-Panamax, Suez-class vessels."¶ Most of the big ports already are handling some of the smaller post-Panamax ships, even though they haven't completed all the dredging and infrastructure work they will have to finish by 2014 to handle bigger post-Panamax ships.¶ "We're seeing more cargo because it's coming on bigger ships," said Richard Larrabee, port commerce director at the Port of New York and New Jersey.

At: jacksonville

Port Jacksonville dredging along with its improved intermodal container facility will be completed before Panamax

Orlando Sentinel, 7/19 Your source for the inside scoop about politics and our region, from the reporters and editors at Orlando Sentinel bureaus in Washington, Tallahassee and Central Florida. (B. Shaw at Orlando Sentinel, “White House announces expedited improvements at ports of Miami and Jacksonville”, OrlandoSentinel.com, 7/19/12, http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_politics/2012/07/white-house-announces-expedited-improvements-at-ports-of-miami-and-jacksonville.html)//EW
Port of Jacksonville One of the critical steps in modernizing and expanding the Port of Jacksonville is to finalize the federal feasibility study examining the costs and benefits of deepening the harbor. Nationally, feasibility studies take an average of 10 years and the expedited process announced today will shave 7 years off of that timeline, committing the federal government to finalize the study by April of 2013, years ahead of previous projections. Today, the Administration also announced that it will commit to completing all permits for the Jacksonville Port Intermodal Container Facility by July of 2013. Jacksonville Harbor Coordinating Agency: US Army Corps of Engineers Target date for completing all Federal permit and review decisions: April 2013 The Army Corps is completing a feasibility study to examine the benefits and costs of deepening the Federal navigation channel at the port from its existing authorized project depth of 40 feet up to maximum project depth of 50 feet to accommodate larger cargo vessels and other ships. The Army Corps is applying its modernized planning process for potential long-term infrastructure investments to this ongoing study, and expects to complete its recommendations for improvements several years earlier than originally anticipated. The Port of Jacksonville plans to construct a new Intermodal Container Facility concurrently with the navigation improvements that will vastly improve the efficient movement of goods.

At: miami
Port Miami dredging will be completed before Panamax

DredgingToday.com, 7/20/12 the industry’s ground-breaking news provider (Dredging Today, “Port Miami Deep Dredge Recognized as Projects of National Significance (USA)”, DredgingToday.com, 7/20/12, http://www.dredgingtoday.com/2012/07/20/port-miami-deep-dredge-recognized-as-projects-of-national-significance-usa/)//EW
Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos A. Gimenez released the following statement regarding the President’s announcement that PortMiami’s Deep Dredge Project is one of seven U.S. seaport infrastructure improvements of “national significance” and will be expedited by federal agencies overseeing the projects. “Miami-Dade County has been ahead of the curve in making major infrastructure improvements to its seaport, most notably the deepening of PortMiami’s channel to -50 feet, which will allow for the largest cargo ships in the world to dock at our port. Thanks to the State of Florida, the project is fully funded with construction to begin early next year. PortMiami will be the only U.S. East Coast Port, south of Norfolk, Va., to be at minus-50 feet when the expanded Panama Canal opens in early 2015.” “This is a win-win for our community. It is important to note that the Deep Dredge will create more than an estimated 30,000 jobs throughout the state and further our efforts to increase international trade and commerce.” “The President’s Executive Order prioritizes projects at five Eastern Seaboard seaports as part of the ‘We Can’t Wait Initiative.’ PortMiami’s inclusion on the list of projects underscores the importance of the Deep Dredge and Miami’s status as an international gateway and a key center for world trade.” 

Port Miami dredging will be completed by end of 2012

Orlando Sentinel, 7/19 Your source for the inside scoop about politics and our region, from the reporters and editors at Orlando Sentinel bureaus in Washington, Tallahassee and Central Florida. (Orlando Sentinel, “White House announces expedited improvements at ports of Miami and Jacksonville”, OrlandoSentinel.com, 7/19/12, http://blogs.orlandosentinel.com/news_politics/2012/07/white-house-announces-expedited-improvements-at-ports-of-miami-and-jacksonville.html)//EW
Port of Miami The Administration today committed to completing all federal reviews for the Port of Miami by August of 2012, and expects to complete the deepening of the channel this year. Miami Harbor Coordinating Agency: US Army Corps of Engineers Target date for completion of all Federal permit and review decisions: August 2012 The Army Corps is working with the Port of Miami to construct an authorized project that involves deepening the Federal navigation at the port from its current depth of 42 feet to a depth of 50 feet. The project would enable the port to accommodate larger cargo vessels and other ships, ultimately facilitating a more efficient movement of goods. Through a progressive partnership with the State of Florida, which has provided all of the funds needed to construct this project, the time frame for its construction has been advanced by years. The Corps expects to complete the deepening of the Federal navigation channel by late 2012. Related infrastructure improvements include landside investments funded in part by the Department of Transportation.

At: savannah/charleston
Port Savannah and Charleston dredging will be completed in time for Panamax

Shattuck, 7/20 writer and author for the Global Atlanta (Chris, “Obama fast tracks Savannah, Charleston Ports Projects”, Global Atlanta 7/20/12, www.globalatlanta.com/article/25676/)//EW
Plans to dredge the harbors of Savannah and Charleston, S.C., are among seven nationally significant infrastructure plans to be fast tracked for final approval, the White House announced late July 18. President Barack Obama set a November deadline for the federal government to issue all permits on the $652 million port-deepening project in Savannah. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recommended a plan to deepen the harbor from 42 to 47 feet in April and planned to issue its record of decision, the final approval for the project, by the end of the year. Georgia has already set aside about $181 million for the project, with the federal government expected to pay the remaining 60 percent. Pending the final decision by the federal government, construction on the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project would begin next year. The five-foot deepening would allow larger, fully loaded cargo vessels expected to pass through an expanded Panama Canal by 2014 to dock in the port. Billy Birdwell, a spokesman for the corps' Savannah branch, said all environmental studies are complete and that all recommendations have been sent to Washington. The record of decision rests in the hands of Army leaders there by Mr. Obama's newly imposted November deadline.

At: new York/jersey
Port New York and New Jersey dredging will be completed by 2013 – Bayonne Bridge will be raised in time for Panamax

Donnelly, 7/20 Frank Donnelly is a general assignment reporter for silive.com, Staten Island's largest local website for news, sports, entertainment, jobs, autos, real estate and information (Frank, “White House says work to deepen NY Harbor shipping channels will be speeded up”, Staten Island Advance, 7/20/12, http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2012/07/white_house_says_work_to_deepe.html)//EW
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- The Obama Administration said the deepening of the Port of New York and New Jersey, along with projects at four other ports, is nationally significant and it is expediting the work. The White House released a statement saying the dredging will be speeded up under the federal "We Can't Wait" program. The other ports are Charleston, S.C.; Jacksonville, Fla.; Miami, and Savannah, Ga. The work coincides with massive improvements to the Panama Canal, whose capacity will be doubled. That will allow the passage to handle larger vessels carrying increased cargo in 2014. As a result, the Port of New York and New Jersey and ports around the nation are deepening their shipping channels to accommodate the super container ships. The administration says additional projects to be expedited will be announced in the coming months. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has deepened most of the 38 miles of underwater shipping channels around New York Harbor to the 50-foot depth necessary to accept the huge "Panamax" ships. The Arthur Kill channel approaching New York Container Terminal has yet to be finished, but that dredging is slated for completion by 2013, said officials. The project costs about $2 billion. That's in addition to a $1 billion plan to raise the Bayonne Bridge. Starting in summer 2013, crews will begin building a new elevated roadway 64 feet above the existing deck. Workers are currently stripping lead paint off the 80-year-old span. The lower roadway will be removed once the upper deck is completed. At that point, the roadway will be 215 feet above the Kill van Kull. The bottom deck is expected to be removed by the fall of 2015, which, Port Authority officials said earlier this week, would be in time for the mammoth containerships to pass beneath. Previously, deck removal wasn't expected to be finished until mid-2016. The dredging at the five ports is part of a broader plan to accelerate public works projects across the country during a weak economic recovery. White House spokesman Jay Carney said the President's Council on Jobs and Competitiveness had recommended fast-tracking such projects. Republican presidential challenger Mitt Romney has criticized Obama for not meeting with the jobs council for six months.

At: Charleston

Charleston port dredging has been funded and expedited – reserves act as backup

Leach, 6/28 Senior editor at Journal of Commerce, the leading supplier of business information for people involved in transporting goods and commodities in the United States and internationally (Peter T., “South Carolina Legislature Allocates $300 Million to Deepen Charleston Harbor”, Journal of Commerce, 6/28/12, http://www.joc.com/portsterminals/south-carolina-legislature-allocates-300-million-deepen-charleston-harbor)//EW
Funding would cover federal contribution if federal funding is unavailable The South Carolina Legislature allocated $300 million to fund the deepening Charleston’s harbor in the amended state budget announced Thursday. The allocation would cover the entire estimated cost to deepen the harbor to 50 feet, once the project receives authorization from Congress. The budget was announced by a conference committee comprising leaders from both legislative houses, which increased the cash contribution in the Harbor Deepening Reserve Fund to $300 million from $180 million previously approved by both the House of Representatives and Senate. Following the completion of the project’s feasibility study and authorization by Congress, the Harbor Deepening Reserve Fund would be used to pay for the actual construction of the deepening project, which is estimated at $300 million. The cost-sharing structure for dredging the harbor deeper than the present 45 feet at mean low water is 60 percent funded by the state, or $180 million. The additional $120 million in the fund would cover the federal share of the project’s construction if federal funding is not available. The funds also could be used to keep the project moving forward, thereby losing no time due to funding constraints. Expenditures from the fund would require approval by the Joint Bond Review Committee, composed of both House and Senate members. “This level of commitment instills a great deal of confidence in our customers and shows that the Port of Charleston is ready and able to meet their long-term growth needs,” said Jim Newsome, president and CEO of the SCPA. “We have a good partner in the Corps of Engineers, and we will continue our productive collaboration to deliver a true post-Panamax harbor in the South Atlantic as quickly as possible.” Newsome hopes to speed up the drawn-out process of getting approval for the project. The Army Corps, which is beginning the feasibility study, said in December that the approval process couldn’t be completed before 2024. “We think 2024 is too late for Charleston,” Newsome said. “We obviously need them to move faster.”

   Charleston - model

Charleston’s current port deepening project will spur expediting of all others – sets a national example

Moultrie News, 7/11 The Moultrie News delivers 28,225 newspapers per week in the East Cooper area (Moultrie News, “Charleston Harbor Deepening To Be Completed Sooner, Cost Less”, www.moultrienews.com, 7/11/12, http://www.moultrienews.com/news/Charleston-Harbor-Deepening-To-Be-Completed-Sooner--Cost-Less)//EW
Charleston's Post 45 Harbor Deepening Project is expected to be completed sooner and cost less, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Charleston District shared today during an update to stakeholders. According to the Corps, the deepening project's feasibility study, initially expected to be completed in five to eight years, is now expected to be finalized in fewer than four years from now. This means that a 50-foot deepening project for Charleston Harbor can be realized within this decade, four years earlier than initial projections. "The deepening of Charleston Harbor is the number one strategic priority for this port community," said Jim Newsome, president and CEO of the South Carolina Ports Authority (SCPA). "We are encouraged by today's news that Charleston's deepening project will be considered a national example for completing studies more expeditiously." The Corps also announced a cost-savings of about $5 million for the feasibility study of the project. The study is now expected to cost about $15 million rather than $20 million as previously estimated. Both the time and cost savings are the result of a new initiative launched at the headquarters level of the Corps of Engineers to streamline the civil works planning process. "In just over one year, this project has made tremendous leaps and bounds, which is a credit to the many leaders who have advocated on our behalf," said Newsome. "The Corps is an excellent partner and we will continue to work collaboratively to realize our deepening project, which is essential to serving the changing needs of trade, as quickly as possible." The deepening of Charleston Harbor to 50 feet is predicted to provide significant economic benefit to the Southeast region and the entire nation, with $106 million in net benefit to the nation estimated on an annual basis. In February, the Administration included $3.5 million toward the project's feasibility study in the President's Budget for fiscal year 2013. That allocation, along with the funds already included in the Corps' Work Plan, means that the federal share of the feasibility study is more than halfway funded. The SCPA's funding toward the feasibility study can be accelerated as needed to keep progress moving forward. The Corps and the SCPA signed a feasibility cost-sharing agreement in June of 2011 to officially kick off work on the study. Last month, the South Carolina Legislature committed $300 million in the state budget to fund the construction of a post-45-foot harbor project for the Port of Charleston. This allocation could cover the entire estimated cost to deepen the harbor to 50 feet, once the project receives authorization from Congress. With 45 feet of water at mean low tide, Charleston Harbor is currently the deepest port in the region, serving ships drawing up to 48 feet of water on the tides. Deepening Charleston Harbor would open the port to the biggest vessels 24 hours a day, under any tidal condition. The Corps stated in its Reconnaissance Study in 2010 that Charleston is likely "the cheapest South Atlantic harbor to deepen to 50 feet."

--AFF--

At: p3’s counterplan

P3’s are normal means

AAPA 9 (“Infrastructure Improvements” copyright 2009, http://www.aapa-ports.org/Industry/content.cfm?ItemNumber=1025&navItemNumber=1029) // czhang 
Public/Private Partnerships In the past, ports traditionally funded their equipment and facility improvements primarily with existing reserves and loans. Funding for this model may include cash from operations and retained earnings, from the proceeds of bond sales and from government grants. A modification of this traditional funding mechanism is to use a combination of port cash and cash from a port user, such as a warehouse operator that will agree to lease or buy a facility if the port builds it. More recently, ports have begun looking at joint venture financing, in which their customers assume most of the debt of major capital expense of a project. In the case of the Jacksonville (Florida) Port Authority's TraPac marine terminal completed at the end of 2008, the port provided the land and $20 million for initial property development, which was offset by grants, including a $5 million Florida DOT grant to help pay for roads. The terminal operator, Mitsui OSK Lines, assumed the balance of the approximately $305 million project debt, including proceeds from bonds and a State Infrastructure Bank loan to pay for property development and cranes. The newest type of infrastructure funding that has emerged is third-party financing, in which an entity invests large sums in project design and construction, but may not actually operate the facility. In this financing model, the port may start by working with a financial advisor to determine if a viable entity exists to underwrite a desired project or program. Investors in this model may run the gamut from an experienced terminal operator that would take over and invest in an existing port-owned facility, to one or more investment groups, such as the Ontario Teachers Pension Fund, that believe there is enough potential return in a port project or facility that they are willing to invest in it, similar to investing into traded securities. Jacksonville Port Authority's concept for a new, high-capacity intermodal container yard may be financed using this type of third-party, public-private partnership. According to the port, this third-party financing model is likely the one that would be used because of the high cost of the project (estimated to be in the hundreds of millions of dollars); the fact that governments are cash-strapped, making it highly challenging to get sufficient grant funds; and because certain private equity groups have shown interest in investing in ports over the long term. There are many creative ways to structure a third-party financing model, including using multiple investment partners, combined with cash, loans, grants and revenue bond sales. In uncertain economic times, creative financing is often required just to get these kinds of large-scale projects to the drawing board, let alone off of it.

At: container shortages
NO ALT CAUSES. Private sector solves container shortages
Abbott 10 – editor at AAPA Seaports Magazine (Paul, summer 2010, Future port infrastructure growth tied to federal funds, private sector, http://www.aapaseaports.com/article.cgi?id=19005) // czhang

While some question how obtainable the lofty export objective is, volumes both into and out of ports will grow. The volume of freight shipped on the U.S. intermodal transportation system is projected to increase more than 48 percent by 2035, according to recent DOT estimates.

And the United States has by no means been alone in supporting development of ports and trade corridors. The $33 billion Building Canada infrastructure plan, for example, includes a $1.25 billion public-private partnership fund.

Grants provide some help

Obviously, port leaders were disappointed when only about 8 percent of the $1.5 billion awarded under the initial Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery grants announced in February went for port projects.

One port beneficiary was the Port of Davisville, R.I., which got a $22.3 million TIGER grant for pier upgrades and securing of a mobile harbor crane, to enable the traditional vehicle-handling port to move offshore wind energy components and to bolster short-sea shipping capabilities.

The largest port-specific project to gain initial TIGER funding was the California Green Trade Corridor Marine Highway project, which received $30 million for development of inland water service between the ports of Oakland, Stockton and West Sacramento.

The Mississippi State Port Authority at Gulfport also looks to benefit from a TIGER grant - a $20 million award that, in partnership with the Kansas City Southern Railway, will bring to Class I standards a critical 76-mile track link between the Gulfport port and Hattiesburg, Miss.

The Mississippi port already is putting to use in its redevelopment $570 million in U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development community development block grant funding secured in the aftermath of 2005 devastation by Hurricane Katrina.

"We can't afford to just sit idly by while we determine what global trade is going to do and wait for an upturn in our market," Donald R. Allee, executive director and CEO of the Mississippi authority said in an interview, adding that ambitious Port of the Future plans are being pursued for elevating the port to 25 feet above sea level and more than tripling its capacity.

Competition increasing

The Port of Long Beach's managing director for trade relations and port operations, Alex H. Cherin, said competition from ports on the Atlantic side of the Panama Canal, as well as from those of the Pacific Northwest and Mexican Pacific, is forcing Southern California's ports to vie for volumes like never before.

"Our best bet and our ace in the hole is we've got $3 billion to spend," Mr. Cherin said, citing the $750 million Middle Harbor redevelopment as the centerpiece. "Our best way to compete against the Panama Canal and the all-water route is to invest in our infrastructure projects."

The 10-year Middle Harbor project is a prime example of the multiple positive impacts of port development, as it bodes to double the cargo-handling capacity of two Port of Long Beach container terminals while cutting air pollution in half and generating 14,000 new permanent jobs, as well as 1,000 construction jobs a year. Invariably, enhanced terminal efficiencies multiply throughput. And - with less congestion - they mean better security and fewer emissions, and they lead to well-paying jobs.

The Port of Long Beach also is among those that recently have taken advantage of high marks from major credit-rating agencies to benefit from lower borrowing costs while issuing hundreds of millions of dollars of bonds.

Trade route shift seen

Rick Ferrin, CEO of the Jacksonville Port Authority, who, like Mr. Wainio, was a Panama Canal executive well prior to its transition in 2000 from U.S. to Panamanian governmental control, said he believes the canal's expansion will mean "trade routes will change profoundly."
At Mr. Ferrin's Northeast Florida port, Asian container lines have joined in terminal development efforts: first with Japan-based Mitsui O.S.K. Lines Ltd.'s TraPac Container Terminal at Dames Point, opened in early 2009; and now with the project of Korea-based Hanjin Shipping Co. Ltd. to bring a second automated container terminal to Dames Point by 2013.

In addition, JAXPORT is among containerports to have recently signed memoranda of understanding with the Panama Canal Authority.

Also signing an April agreement with the Panama Canal Authority was the Alabama State Port Authority, which has been engaged in several port improvements, including a $300 million Mobile container terminal opened in late 2008 in partnership with Maersk Inc. subsidiary APM Terminals North America and CMA CGM's Terminal Link division.

The move by Panama to expand the canal - supported in a referendum by 80 percent of Panamanian voters - not only represents perhaps the greatest force in changing freight flows, it also is emblematic of a grasp of the importance of investing in infrastructure.

"Panama gets it," said Mortimer Downey, a former deputy secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation and now senior adviser to Parsons Brinckerhoff. "They understand our future depends upon capital investment."

He told the Tampa gathering that, while government will play a role, it is essential that public-private partnerships be a moving force for the supply chain.

Private interest increases

Interest of private enterprise in ports is now extending beyond that of ocean carriers and terminal operators - such as Ports America and its concessions for Port of Oakland and Port of Baltimore berths and, most recently, the agreement of Philippines-based International Container Terminal Services Inc. to operate Terminal 6 of the Port of Portland, Ore. - to encompass entities not traditionally associated with seaports.

CenterPoint Properties Trust's executive vice president for infrastructure and transportation, Neil Doyle, told Tampa workshop attendees that he sees integrated intermodal centers driving port volumes, with, for example, multimodal facilities his firm has in Illinois directly spurring Virginia port volume growth. Enhanced rail corridors, on which railroads are spending billions of dollars, with an added boost from state and federal sources, will provide swifter links and allow moves of double-stacked containers from ports to inland centers.

Oakbrook, Ill.-based CenterPoint has been so enthusiastic, even amid the recession, that it last year made a $3.5 billion concession offer for Virginia Port Authority container facilities - an offer succeeded by a similarly unsolicited proposal from a Washington-based private equity firm, the Carlyle Group. VPA officials are still mulling the offers.

In April, CenterPoint, which largely is owned by the California Public Retirement System, made a $3.5 billion offer to enter into a 60-year partnership with the Port of Galveston, a bid that that port's director, Steven M. Cernak, said would be carefully considered.

And other ports are actively seeking private investment, including the efforts of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania soliciting a private partner for the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority's new Southport marine terminal. That initiative was announced May 12, the same day the Port of Portland signed its 25-year lease with ICTSI.

Slump offers silver lining

While revenues of many ports have declined, shipping volume downturns associated with the economic slump have been viewed as providing opportunity by some in the logistics industry.

"A crisis is a terrible thing to waste," Eric Brandt, manager of global ocean transportation procurement for Tarrytown, N.Y.-based Kraft Foods, told participants in the AAPA/MARAD workshop.

Mr. Brandt said the recession has caused Kraft and other major shippers to make supply chain improvements while cementing long-term relationships with financially viable carriers.

William Ellis, assistant director for port planning and development at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, said in an interview that, while economic conditions have impacted his agency's capital capacity, they have not slowed the $2 billion project - backed by a 50/50 federal match - to deepen the harbor to 50 feet at key New Jersey facilities by 2012 and at the other terminals by 2014.

Furthermore, a period of having less traffic moving through the port has allowed access roadway work to be undertaken and completed at a time when it is less disruptive, plus it has permitted port authority officials to focus on efficiency enhancements with terminal operator partners, according to Mr. Ellis, who commented, "That's the silver lining of the downturn."

Aff – ptx link turn

Dredging in the Southeast has gotten political support from the GOP 
The Item, 7/27 – local newspaper for South Carolina (Georgia Ports Authority wants in on lawsuit, http://www.theitem.com/news/ap_state_news/article_c7d63712-e742-5f53-bc8f-995e7a497aa9.html, 7/27/12) // czhang
Plans to dredge the harbors of Savannah and Charleston, S.C., are among seven nationally significant infrastructure plans to be fast tracked for final approval, the White House announced late July 18.

President Barack Obama set a November deadline for the federal government to issue all permits on the $652 million port-deepening project in Savannah. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recommended a plan to deepen the harbor from 42 to 47 feet in April and planned to issue its record of decision, the final approval for the project, by the end of the year.

Georgia has already set aside about $181 million for the project, with the federal government expected to pay the remaining 60 percent.

Pending the final decision by the federal government, construction on the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project would begin next year. The five-foot deepening would allow larger, fully loaded cargo vessels expected to pass through an expanded Panama Canal by 2014 to dock in the port.

Billy Birdwell, a spokesman for the corps' Savannah branch, said all environmental studies are complete and that all recommendations have been sent to Washington. The record of decision rests in the hands of Army leaders there by Mr. Obama's newly imposted November deadline.

"That's the final step before we go to construction if that is the final decision," Mr. Birdwell told GlobalAtlanta.

The corps determined in April that the project would provide $174 million in annual cost savings for shippers, potentially lowering prices on imported goods and making exports more competitive. 

Mr. Obama’s order also bodes well for other ports in the Southeast, including those in Jacksonville, Fla., Miami and Charleston, which is now scheduled for federal reviews to be completed by September 2015, nine months earlier than a timeline the Army Corps announced just last week.

Having begun just a few years ago, Charleston’s project lags Savannah's, although officials estimate Charleston’s harbor deepening could be finished by the end of the decade.

The White House expects to announce more ambitious timelines on an additional 40 infrastructure projects in the coming months as part of Mr. Obama's “We Can’t Wait” initiative, according to the news release.

The announcement has also received support from officials who traditionally oppose Mr. Obama, including Republican Govs. Nathan Deal of Georgia and Nikki Haley of South Carolina, as well as U.S. Sens. Saxby Chambliss and Johnny Isakson from Georgia. 

“I am glad to see that the administration recognizes the importance of the Port of Savannah,” Mr. Chambliss said. “This project has been in the works for more than a decade. It is time that the planning phase come to an end, and we move to construction."

Both Mr. Deal and Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed have previously lobbied for federal funding of the project, which officials say will spur economic development and job creation across the state and region. 

“To have the President of the United States acknowledge the importance of the Port of Savannah — its infrastructure improvement needs and the role it plays in the economic recovery of the Southeast — is significant,” said Curtis J. Foltz, executive director of the Georgia Ports Authority in a statement.

No xo

XO was just a popularity trick – no guarantee of funding nor faster solvency

Dawers, 7/19 Peach Pundit brings you the latest in unfiltered, raw politics from the Peach State ()
Wednesday evening coverage in the Wall Street Journal also focused on Charleston. A few preliminary points worth considering: There has been plenty of interstate rivalry between South Carolina and Georgia over port funding in advance of the completion of the expansion of the Panama Canal, but the Corps of Engineers’ economic analysis has always suggested that port infrastructure needs to be expanded all along the East Coast. The Corps has determined that the amount of cargo handled through Georgia’s ports will increase at the same rate whether or not the Savannah River channel is deepened. I have previously noted the widespread confusion about this point. We were already expecting the final approval this fall of the dredging of the Savannah Harbor to 47 feet. So it is unclear at this point what practical effect the President’s executive order has. It certainly indicates a fresh seriousness from Washington, but the action does not seem to guarantee federal funding or a faster approval process than had been previously promised.

