River locks case D.doc


Dartmouth 2012
1


1NC – Trade Advantage 
Plan delays transportation
Sainz and Mohr (Associated Press staff writers) 12
(Adrian and Holbrook, “Mississippi River so low, cargo barges run aground: A year after the river swelled to near-historic proportions, the river has shrunk back,” July 16, 2012, Associated Press, http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/48197693/ns/us_news-environment/#.UBIpK2mXS-N) 

A paper published in the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society in September 1989 estimated that the drought caused the U.S. barge industry to suffer a 20 percent income loss, with total losses at about $1 billion that year. The Army Corps predicts that the river will drop to within about two feet of the record, but it is not expected to reach it, Pogue said. So far, no stretch of the river has been closed, but at least one harbor, in Hickman, Ky., has been shut down. Since 1988, the Corps has worked to improve the navigation system in the river, making sure channels are sufficiently deep. That means the river wouldn't necessarily close, even if the record low is reached this year, Pogue said. Although Coast Guard officials say closings are not imminent, there have been problems. Towed barge groundings are up compared with years when the river's water level was normal, said agency spokesman Ryan Gomez. Meanwhile, barge operators have to carry less cargo to avoid running aground, which means they make less money each trip. Nashville-based Ingram Barge Company, which operates on the Mississippi and other rivers, has seen business suffer, said Ingram spokesman Keel Hunt. "Captains and crews know how to navigate through waters high or low," Hunt said. "In a time like this, however, it's a particular challenge because in some cases it's just very difficult to move a barge full of products." In Arkansas, the water is so low where the White River meets the Mississippi that barges must pass through a series of river locks. And in New Orleans, the Mississippi is so low that the wooden pilings of the wharfs near the French Quarter have been exposed. But shippers and river pilots reported no navigation problems. Michael Lorino, the head of a pilots group that takes ships across the pass at the mouth of the Mississippi, said recent dredging by the Army Corps had made it a smooth ride for ocean-going vessels. Anthony Hauer, director of the port at Natchez, Miss., said his port has a deep water channel, and it's not likely barges would have to lighten their loads there. At Greenville, port director Hart checks the river's level every day. This is harvest season, a busy time for a port that ships goods from the heart of Mississippi's farmlands. According to the Mississippi Department of Intermodal Planning website, the port at Greenville ships potash, rice, corn, wheat, grain feed ingredients, fertilizer and scrap. A major concern at Greenville and other ports is that the entrance to the river could get too shallow. If that happens, barges could be forced to carry lighter loads to make it to the channel, and the port is hoping to dredge its opening to the river to keep traffic flowing. 

Scenario One:

Alt Cause to collapse of the coal industry – legal suits and environmental rules

Harder 12

Amy, staff writer,  Enviros Sue EPA Over Coal-Ash Rules,  National Journal Daily PM, dw: 4-5-2012 da: 7-27-2012, lido

  "The numbers of coal-ash ponds and landfills that are contaminating water supplies continue to grow, yet nearby communities still do not have effective federal protection," Earthjustice attorney Lisa Evans said in a statement on Thursday. Other groups filing suit include the Sierra Club and Physicians for Social Responsibility. The Environmental Protection Agency issued a draft proposal in May 2010 to regulate coal ash as a hazardous waste. Coal ash includes a broad range of metals including arsenic, selenium, and cadmium. EPA was expected to finalize the rules this year, but the administration has been quiet on this front in recent months even as it forged ahead on other more-controversial rules that will also hurt the coal industry, namely the first-ever greenhouse-gas standards for new power plants proposed last week. Coal-fired power plants generate nearly half of U.S. electricity. 

Inland waterway production of coal doesn’t matter – their economic models are flawed

Sweeney 9

Donald, phd,  A Critique of “Final Re-Evaluation of the Recommended Plan: UMR-IWW System Navigation Study: Interim Study” Prepared for The Nicollet Island Coalition http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2083, dw: 9-30-2009, da: 7-27-2012, lido

For each of the non-agricultural commodities (coal, iron & steel, industrial chemicals, agricultural chemicals, etc.) a regression model was developed to predict future traffic using a vector of explanatory variables. This model was used to produce a baseline forecast for each of the underlying commodity groups. In most cases the LTF and HTF were produced by varying the explanatory variables of the regression model downwards or upwards by 10%. In some cases, where this variation did not produce a significant variation in the forecast, the explanatory variables were changed by larger amounts. This technique was somewhat arbitrary as it relied on the qualitative assessment of the modeler to deem that the LTF and HTF encompassed a “reasonable” range of future traffic possibilities There are some characteristics of the non-agricultural commodity forecasts that should be noted. The forecast for ethanol movements was derived to be consistent with the forecast for corn movements. This created a situation where the low traffic forecast for ethanol is actually part of the HTF scenario whereas the ethanol high traffic forecast is part of the LTF scenario (note that this is misstated in the report). In any case, the forecasted waterway movements of ethanol are relatively small in either scenario. The commodity group coal was portioned to provide separate forecasts for coal that uses the systems locks (north) and that which does not (south). While this was a good idea, it is unclear why the forecast for north coal was significantly larger than that for south coal. As part of the forecast of non-agricultural commodities, the forecasters investigated the potential for container-on-barge (COB) movements in the study area. They concluded that there was little likelihood of these movements contributing significant traffic to the system over the planning horizon. This conclusion was based on the lack of infrastructure in the study area to handle COB as well as the difficulty of moving COB through the system locks. 

US hegemony will inevitably decline – trying to preserve it is suicidal.

Kupchan 12 (Charles A.,Professor International Affairs at Georgetown, Former Director for European Affairs on the National Security Council, B.A. from Harvard and M.Phil. and D.Phil from Oxford, National Journal; 3/17, p4-4, 1p, 1 Graph, “Is American Primacy Really Diminishing?”)

Finally, Kagan's timing is off. He is right that power shifts over decades, not years. But he underestimates the speed at which substantial changes can occur. He notes, for example, "The United States today is not remotely like Britain circa 1900, when that empire's relative decline began to become apparent. It is more like Britain circa 1870, when the empire was at the height of its power." After two draining wars, an economic crisis, and deepening defense cuts, this assertion seems doubtful. But let's assume that the United States is indeed "at the height of its power," comparable with Britain circa 1870. In 1870, British hegemony rested on a combination of economic and naval supremacy that looked indefinitely durable. Two short decades later, however, that picture had completely changed. The simultaneous rise of the United States, Germany, and Japan altered the distribution of power, forcing Britain to revamp its grand strategy. Pax Britannica may have technically lasted until World War I, but London saw the writing on the wall much earlier--which is precisely why it was able to adjust its strategy by downsizing imperial commitments and countering Germany's rise. In 1896, Britain began courting the United States and soon backed down on a number of disputes in order to advance Anglo-American amity. The British adopted a similar approach in the Pacific, fashioning a naval alliance with Japan in 1902. In both cases, London used diplomacy to clear the way for retrenchment--and it worked. Rapprochement with Washington and Tokyo freed up the fleet, enabling the Royal Navy to concentrate its battleships closer to home as the Anglo-German rivalry heated up. It was precisely because Britain, while still enjoying preponderant strength, looked over the horizon that it was able to successfully adapt its grand strategy to a changing distribution of power. Just like Britain in 1870, the United States probably has another two decades before it finds itself in a truly multipolar world. But due to globalization and the spread of new manufacturing and information technologies, global power is shifting far more rapidly today than it did in the 19th century. Now is the time for Washington to focus on managing the transition to a new geopolitical landscape. As the British experience makes clear, effective strategic adjustment means getting ahead of the curve. The alternative is to wait until it is too late--precisely what London did during the 1930s, with disastrous consequences for Britain and Europe. Despite the mounting threat posed by Nazi Germany, Britain clung to its overseas empire and postponed rearmament. After living in denial for the better part of a decade, it finally began to prepare for war in 1939, but by then it was way too late to stop the Nazi war machine. Even Kagan seems to recognize that comparing the United States to Britain in 1870 may do his argument more harm than good. "Whether the United States begins to decline over the next two decades or not for another two centuries," he writes, "will matter a great deal, both to Americans and to the nature of the world they live in." The suggestion here is that the United States, as long as it marshals the willpower and makes the right choices, could still have a good 200 years of hegemony ahead of it. But two decades--more in line with the British analogy--is probably the better guess. It strains credibility to propose that, even as globalization speeds growth among developing nations, a country with less than 5 percent of the world's population will run the show for two more centuries. Whether American primacy lasts another 20 years or another 200, Kagan's paramount worry is that Americans will commit "preemptive superpower suicide out of a misplaced fear of their own declining power." In fact, the greater danger is that the United States could head into an era of global change with its eyes tightly shut--in denial of the tectonic redistribution of power that is remaking the globe. The United States will remain one of the world's leading powers for the balance of the 21st century, but it must recognize the waning of the West's primacy and work to shepherd the transition to a world it no longer dominates.Pretending otherwise is the real "preemptive superpower suicide." 

Retrenchment is peaceful – even when it’s quick.

Parent and MacDonald 11(Joseph Parent, Assistant professor at the University of Miami, Paul Macdonald, Assistant professor at Williams college, “Graceful decline? The surprising success of Great Power Retrenchment” pages 1-10, 2011, MIT press journal, http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/ISEC_a_00034)

How do great powers respond to acute decline? The erosion of the relative power of the United States has scholars and policymakers reexamining this question. The central issue is whether prompt retrenchment is desirable or probable. Some pessimists counsel that retrenchment is a dangerous policy, because it shows weakness and invites attack. Robert Kagan, for example, warns, “A reduction in defense spending . . . would unnerve American allies and undercut efforts to gain greater cooperation. There is already a sense around the world, fed by irresponsible pundits here at home, that the United States is in terminal decline. Many fear that the economic crisis will cause the United States to pull back from overseas commitments. The announcement of a defense cutback would be taken by the world as evidence that the American retreat has begun.”1 Robert Kaplan likewise argues, “Husbanding our power in an effort to slow America’s decline in a post-Iraq and post-Afghanistan world would mean avoiding debilitating land entanglements and focusing instead on being more of an offshore balancer. . . . While this may be in America’s interest, the very signaling of such an aloof intention may encourage regional bullies. . . . [L]essening our engagement with the world would have devastating consequences for humanity. The disruptions we witness today are but a taste of what is to come should our country ºinch from its international responsibilities.” 2 The consequences of these views are clear: retrenchment should be avoided and forward defenses maintained into the indefinite future.3 Other observers advocate retrenchment policies, but they are pessimistic about their prospects.4 Christopher Layne, for instance, predicts, “Even as the globe is being turned upside down by material factors, the foreign policies of individual states are shaped by the ideas leaders hold about their own nations’ identity and place in world politics. More than most, America’s foreign policy is the product of such ideas, and U.S. foreign-policy elites have constructed their own myths of empire to justify the United States’ hegemonic role.”5 StephenWalt likewise advocates greater restraint in U.S. grand strategy, but cautions, “The United States . . . remains a remarkably immature great power, one whose rhetoric is frequently at odds with its conduct and one that tends to treat the management of foreign affairs largely as an adjunct to domestic politics. . . . [S]eemingly secure behind its nuclear deterrent and oceanic moats, and possessing unmatched economic and military power, the United States allowed its foreign policy to be distorted by partisan sniping, hijacked by foreign lobbyists and narrow domestic special interests, blinded by lofty but unrealistic rhetoric, and held hostage by irresponsible and xenophobic members of Congress.”6 Although retrenchment is a preferable policy, these arguments suggest that great powers often cling to unprofitable foreign commitments for parochial reasons of national culture or domestic politics.7 These arguments have grim implications for contemporary international politics. With the rise of new powers, such as China, the international pecking order will be in increasing ºux in the coming decades.8 Yet, if the pessimists about their prospects.4 Christopher Layne, for instance, predicts, “Even as the globe is being turned upside down by material factors, the foreign policies of individual states are shaped by the ideas leaders hold about their own nations’ identity and place in world politics. More than most, America’s foreign policy is the product of such ideas, and U.S. foreign-policy elites have constructed their own myths of empire to justify the United States’ hegemonic role.”5 StephenWalt likewise advocates greater restraint in U.S. grand strategy, but cautions, “The United States . . . remains a remarkably immature great power, one whose rhetoric is frequently at odds with its conduct and one that tends to treat the management of foreign affairs largely as an adjunct to domestic politics. . . . Perceptions of weakness and declining U.S. credibility will encourage policymakers to hold on to burdensome overseas commitments, despite their high costs in blood and treasure.9 Policymakers in Washington will struggle to retire from profitless military engagements and restrain ballooning current accounts and budget deªcits.10 For some observers, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan represent the ill-advised last gasps of a declining hegemon seeking to bolster its plummeting position.11 In this article, we question the logic and evidence of the retrenchment pessimists. To date there has been neither a comprehensive study of great power retrenchment nor a study that lays out the case for retrenchment as a practical or probable policy. This article fills these gaps by systematically examining the relationship between acute relative decline and the responses of great powers. We examine eighteen cases of acute relative decline since 1870 and advance three main arguments. First, we challenge the retrenchment pessimists’ claim that domestic or international constraints inhibit the ability of declining great powers to retrench. In fact, when states fall in the hierarchy of great powers, peaceful retrenchment is the most common response, even over short time spans. Based on the empirical record, we find that great powers retrenched in no less than eleven and no more than fifteen of the eighteen cases, a range of 61–83 percent. When international conditions demand it, states renounce risky ties, increase reliance on allies or adversaries, draw down their military obligations, and impose adjustments on domestic populations. Second, we find that the magnitude of relative decline helps explain the extent of great power retrenchment. Following the dictates of neorealist theory, great powers retrench for the same reason they expand: the rigors of great power politics compel them to do so.12 Retrenchment is by no means easy, but necessity is the mother of invention, and declining great powers face powerful incentives to contract their interests in a prompt and proportionate manner. Knowing only a state’s rate of relative economic decline explains its corresponding degree of retrenchment in as much as 61 percent of the cases we examined. Third, we argue that the rate of decline helps explain what forms great power retrenchment will take. How fast great powers fall contributes to whether these retrenching states will internally reform, seek new allies or rely more heavily on old ones, and make diplomatic overtures to enemies. Further, our analysis suggests that great powers facing acute decline are less likely to initiate or escalate militarized interstate disputes. Faced with diminishing resources, great powers moderate their foreign policy ambitions and offer concessions in areas of lesser strategic value. Contrary to the pessimistic conclusions of critics, retrenchment neither requires aggression nor invites predation. Great powers are able to rebalance their commitments through compromise, rather than conflict. In these ways, states respond to penury the same way they do to plenty: they seek to adopt policies that maximize security given available means. Far from being a hazardous policy, retrenchment can be successful. States that retrench often regain their position in the hierarchy of great powers. Of the fifteen great powers that adopted retrenchment in response to acute relative decline, 40 percent managed to recover their ordinal rank. In contrast, none of the declining powers that failed to retrench recovered their relative position. 

Hegemony doesn’t affect global stability

Fettweis 10 (Christopher, Assistant professor IR @ Tulane, 2/17, “Grand Strategy for a Golden Age,” http://citation.allacademic.com//meta/p_mla_apa_research_citation/4/1/6/8/5/pages416851/p416851-1.php)

The verdict from the 1990s is fairly plain:  The empirical studies cited above should be more than adequate to demonstrate that the world grew more peaceful while the United States  cut its forces.  No state seemed to believe that its security was endangered by a less-capable  United States military, or at least none took any action that would suggest such a belief.  No  militaries were enhanced to address power vacuums; no security dilemmas drove insecurity or  arms races; no regional balancing occurred once the stabilizing presence of the U.S. military was  diminished.  The rest of the world acted as if the threat of international war was not a pressing concern, despite the reduction in U.S. military capabilities.  Most of all, the United States was no less safe.  The incidence and magnitude of global conflict declined while the United States cut its military spending under President Clinton, and kept declining as the Bush Administration ramped the spending back up.  No complex statistical analysis should be necessary to reach the conclusion that the two are unrelated.  Military spending figures by themselves are insufficient to disprove a connection between overall U.S. actions and international stability.  One could presumably argue that spending is not the only or the best indication of hegemony, that it is instead U.S. foreign political and security commitments that maintain stability.  Since neither was significantly altered during this period, instability should not be expected.  Alternately, advocates of hegemonic stability could believe that relative rather than absolute spending is decisive in bringing peace.  Although the United States cut back on its spending during the 1990s, its relative advantage never wavered.

Scenario Two:

Chinese food production shows increasing trends-food supply stabilized 

Zhang (Head and Chair Professor at Hong Kong Baptist University, Department of Biology, Ph.D., specializes in crop research) 11

(Jianhua, “China's success in increasing per capita food production,” May 6, 2011, http://jxb.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2011/05/06/jxb.err132.full) 
China's total grain production was a little over 100 million tons in 1949 and has reached to 500 million tons in 1998 (Fig. 1). The grain production per capita has increased from about 200 kg per capita in 1949 to about 400 kg in the early 1990s (Fig. 2). Hunger as a social problem has largely disappeared after being prevalent in China for several thousands of years with the rise and fall of dynasties. This achievement has been accompanied by a 2.5-fold increase in the population and a 4.5-fold increase in total grain production (Fig. 1). Although total grain production has largely levelled off since 1998, other food production, such as meat and dairy products, has rapidly increased since the 1990s (Fig. 3). This indicates the increased living standards in China (Feng, 2007). Although the total cropped land has increased by 20% in some areas, such as in North-East China, the land use per capita for cropping has decreased from 0.18 ha per capita in the 1950s to less than 0.1 ha per capita today (Fig. 2). Apparently, yield increases and/or improved land productivity is the major contributor to the increase in food production per capita. China's land productivity for major agricultural crops doubled during the period from 1978 to 2007, and wheat had the largest growth in this period with its production 2.49 times more than the 1978 level (Li, 2009). What are the major reasons for such impressive achievement in China's food production? An analysis of China's grain production over the years shows that there was a trend of increasing yields over time, although some significant fluctuations occurred periodically (Fig. 4). It is concluded that this increasing trend has largely been maintained by technical progress in China's agriculture. Several major breakthroughs can be counted. For example, the First Green Revolution and the adoption of the semi-dwarf trait in rice and wheat breeding greatly increased their yield potential starting from the late 1960s (Gaud, 1968; Wang et al., 2010). China's progress in this synchronized with the significant achievements at the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) and the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), respectively, on wheat and rice.


China investing in Africa to bolster food security 

Vidal (environment editor, The Guardian ) 12  

(John, “Chinese food security may be motivating investments in Africa,” May 10, 2012, http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2012/may/10/chinese-food-security-investments-africa) 
Future need to import more food a possible influence in China's engagement with African agriculture, claims study. China's long-term motivation for investing in African farming could be to export food back to its home markets, a research paper from Standard Chartered bank has warned. The world's largest country is more or less self-sufficient in grains, but within 20-30 years it is expected to need to import an extra 100m tonnes of food a year to meet the growing appetites of its middle classes. "Where China will turn to meet these agricultural needs is the key question," said the paper's authors, who have analysed China's involvement in African farming. "Concerns about global food securityhave raised questions over whether investments in African agriculture are for export. While we do not see investment as securing Chinese food security for now, this could be a longer-term motivation." China's investment in African agriculture is still insignificant compared with the money it has ploughed into African oil, gas, mineral resources and infrastructure. Of an estimated $67bn of large-scale investments inAfrica from 2006 to 2012, only $3.5bn was invested in agriculture according to the bank, which earns 90% of its profits from Africa, Asia and the Middle East. But there are strong signals that China is getting more interested in African farming. It has pledged to provide, in the next few years, up to 3,000 experts for technical assistance and training, as well as training 2,000 African agricultural technicians and setting up 14 major agricultural technology centres. Africa's population is expected to match or overtake China's by 2050, but the paper says China will soon need to develop deeper trade ties with key African countries to help feed its 1.3 billion population. "China's current engagement in African agriculture is primarily aimed at addressing African food security," said the report. "[But] by investing in the region with the greatest agricultural potential, China could also be seeking to support its long-term food security." China, along with Middle East countries and India, has been accused of"land grabbing" in Africa, but this may have been exaggerated, according to the paper. "Reports that China's ZTE Agribusiness Corporation is leasing 3m ha [hectares, 7.4m acres] to produce palm oil in the Democratic Republic of [the] Congo appear overstated," said the study. "In reality, this is likely to be closer to a total 100,000 ha. The leasing of land by Chinese companies across Africa is small compared with that of India and the Middle East." 

China not buying estimated amount of soybeans

Wilson (staff writer for Bloomberg) 12
(Jeff, “Soybean Reserves Shrinking Most Since ’96 Amid Brazil Drought: Commodities,” February 28, 2012, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-02-28/soybean-reserves-shrinking-most-since-96-amid-brazil-drought-commodities.html) Switching to Corn

“China is not going to buy as many soybeans as people think,” said Chad Henderson, a market analyst at Prime Agricultural Consultants Inc. in Brookfield, Wisconsin. “The global economy is barely treading water, and the European debt crisis isn’t over.” U.S. production may increase more than forecast as higher prices discourage growers from switching to corn. While farmers can still make about $128 an acre more from corn, that compares with $215 in November, according to the Morgan Stanley report. The November soybean contract, reflecting anticipated prices after the U.S. harvest, now costs 2.3 times more than December corn futures, up from a ratio of 1.99 in November, data compiled by Bloomberg show. Drought in South America, where farmers are harvesting this month, caused “irreversible crop damage” and will reduce global production by 7.2 percent, Hamburg-based research company Oil World said in a report today. The Rosario Cereals Exchange cut its forecast of Argentina’s crop on Feb. 23 by 10 percent from its January estimate.

Severe US drought now-can’t solve supply problems

Farchy and Meyer (staff writers for Financial Times) 12  

(Jack and Gregory, “World braced for new food crisis,” July 19, 2012, Financial Times, http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/9989dc80-d1c5-11e1-badb-00144feabdc0.html#ixzz21YSupe9I)

The world is facing a new food crisis as the worst US drought in more than 50 years pushes agricultural commodity prices to record highs. Corn and soyabean prices surged to record highs on Thursday, surpassing the peaks of the 2007-08 crisis that sparked food riots in more than 30 countries. Wheat prices are not yet at record levels but have rallied more than 50 per cent in five weeks, exceeding prices reached in the wake of Russia’s 2010 export ban. The drought in the US, which supplies nearly half the world’s exports of corn and much of its soyabeans and wheat, will reverberate well beyond its borders, affecting consumers from Egypt to China. “I’ve been in the business more than 30 years and this is by far and away the most serious weather issue and supply and demand problem that I have seen by a mile,” said a senior executive at a trading house. “It’s not even comparable to 2007-08.”

No CCP collapse-strong legitimacy and stable now. Even if dissatisfaction exists, it will be directed to the lower levels of government. 

Bell ( Zhiyuan Chair Professor at Jiaotong University (Shanghai) and professor of political theory and director of the Center for Comparative and International Political Philosophy at Tsinghua University (Beijing)) 12
 (Daniel A., “Why China Won't Collapse (Soon),” July 9, 12, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/daniel-a-bell/chinese-government-legitimacy_b_1658006.html) 
The purge of Chongqing's Party chief Bo Xilai is China's most serious political crisis in recent decades. What seemed like a relatively stable system of political transition -- two five year terms for top leaders -- has been thrown into chaos. Or so we are told. Such predictions about the collapse of China'spolitical system have been constantly repeated since the suppression of the pro-democracy uprisings in 1989. But the system didn't collapse then, and it won't collapse now. The key reason such dire predictions are taken seriously -- especially in the West -- is that non-democratic regimes are seen to lack legitimacy. A political regime that is morally justified in the eyes of the people must be chosen by the people. In the case of China, the political leadership is a self-selected elite. Such mode of rule is fragile, as the Arab Spring has shown. But this view assumes the people are dissatisfied with the regime. In fact, the large majority of Chinese people support the single-party state structure. Since the 1990s, scholars in the West and China have carried out many large scale surveys into the legitimacy of Chinese political power and by now they have virtually arrived at a consensus: the degree of legitimacy of the Chinese political system is very high. Surveys have been modified to prevent people from telling lies and the results are always the same. To the extent there is dissatisfaction, it is largely directed at the lower levels of government. The central government is viewed as the most legitimate part of the Chinese political apparatus. How can it be that the Chinese government managed to achieve a high level of political legitimacy without adopting free and fair competitive elections for the country's leaders? However paradoxical it may sound to Westernears, the Chinese government has succeeded by drawing upon sources of non-democratic legitimacy. The first source of non-democratic legitimacy can be termed performance legitimacy, meaning that the government's first priority should be the material well-being of the people. This idea has long roots in China -- Confucius himself said the government should make the people prosperous -- and the Chinese Communist Party has also put poverty alleviation at the top of its political agenda. Hence, the government derives much, if not most, of its legitimacy by its ability to provide for the material welfare of Chinese citizens. It has substantially increased the life expectancy of Chinese people, and the reform era has seen perhaps the most impressive poverty alleviation achievement in history, with several hundred million people being lifted out of poverty. The second source of non-democratic legitimacy can be termed political meritocracy: the idea that political leaders should have above average ability to make morally informed political judgments.It too has deep historical roots. In Imperial China, scholar-officials proved their ability in a fair and open examination system, and consequently they were granted uncommon (by Western standards) amounts of respect, authority, and legitimacy. Political surveys have shown that Chinese still endorse the view that it is more important to have high-quality politicians who care about the people's needs than to worry about procedural arrangements ensuring people's rights to choose their leaders. In recent decades, the Chinese Communist Party has increased its legitimacy by transforming itself into a more meritocratic political organization, with renewed emphasis on examinations and education as criteria for political leadership. The third source of non-democratic legitimacy is nationalism. An important part of legitimacy can be termed "ideological legitimacy": the regime seeks to be seen as morally justified in the eyes ofthe people by virtue of certain ideas that it expresses in its educational system, political speeches, and public policies. The CCP was of course founded on Marxist principles, but the problem is that few believe in the communist ideal anymore. Hence, the regime has increasingly turned to nationalism to secure "ideological legitimacy". Nationalism has more recent roots in China: in Imperial China, the political elites tended to view their "country" as the center of the world. But this vision collapsed when China was subject to the incursions of Western colonial powers in the mid-twentieth century, leading to a "century of humiliation" at hands of foreign powers. The CCP put a symbolic end to abuse and bullying by foreign powers with the establishment of a relatively secure state in 1949 and it constantly reminds Chinese of its function as protector of the Chinese nation. In short, it should not be surprising that the CCP is widely seen to be legitimate in the eyes of the people, and barring unforeseen events there is no reason to expect imminent collapse of the regime.But the key word is "imminent". In the absence of substantial political reform, China'snon-democratic sources of political legitimacy may not be sustainable in the long term. 
No impact-global food shocks are happening now. Chinese political stability tip over brink should have already been triggered and plan can’t solve for non-soybean food shocks. 

ABC Rural 12

(“Food shock warning as global grain deteriorates,” July 24, 2012, http://www.abc.net.au/rural/content/2012/s3552099.htm)

It’s just a few years since vast parts of Australia emerged from a decade long drought, so the tales from the United States of wilting crops and ‘dust bowl’ paddocks are enough to bring to mind how devastating weather can be. As Australian farmers know, the repercussions of drought aren’t just the immediate weeks, but the months ahead when grain stocks around the world start to shrink and prices soar for feed and basic food supplies Already some experts are warning of a similar food crisis to that experienced in 2008 when riots in parts of South America, Africa and the Middle East demonstrated just how tenuous the global food situation was. In 2008 it was wheat and rice. In 2012 it’s corn and soybeans. As well, and perhaps the most critical factor, is that global grain stocks are at new lows and many countries have run down their reserves leaving little room to manoeuvre when it comes to grain imports. But as US farmers face their worse drought since 1956, a heat wave is also sweeping across Europe which accounts for around 16 per cent of global corn exports. India is also delaying sowing because of a late monsoon, with many states there also experiencing drought. More than half the United States is now in moderate, or worse drought. And the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Climate Prediction Centre is warning the drought is likely to continue into October. It’s also said the January-June half year was America’s hottest on record. It’s now expecting an El Nino pattern could develop by the end of the year, prolonging drought conditions. The big questions are how small will the crops be, and how high can grain prices go? Already the Chicago Board of Trade has set records for September delivered corn, while soybeans and wheat also surge. And while that’s good news for Australia’s wheat farmers amidst a high dollar, it’s bad news for those in livestock and food prices generally. 
1NC – Competitiveness
Alt causes to competitiveness

Ferguson 12 – their auth

Niall, Prof of History @ Harvard, “Is The U.S. Losing Competitiveness?”, http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/03.28.12_cjs_-_american_manufacturing_and_job_repatriation_-_niall_ferguson_-_testimony.pdf

 Respondents also had opinions on what was causing the problem: [The] greatest current or emerging weaknesses [were perceived] to be in America’s tax code, political system, K-12 education system, macroeconomic policies, legal framework, regulations, infrastructure, and workforce skills. The study’s authors, Michael Porter and Jan Rivkin, define US competitiveness as “the extent to which ﬁrms operating in the U.S. are able to compete successfully in the global economy while supporting high and rising living standards for Americans.” Respondents from firms that manufacture goods are more pessimistic than respondents who work in fields like financial services, public administration, or other sectors less exposed to international competition. As the authors point out, “[I]t will be hard for America to tackle its competitiveness problem if leaders in the country lack a shared perspective on the issue and a common sense of urgency.”

There’s less lock traffic now

Walker 10

Brad, policy analyst,  B i g   P r i c e — L i t tL e B e n e f i t: Proposed Locks on the Upper Mississippi and illinois rivers Are not economically Viable, http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2079, dw: feb 2010, da: 7-27-2012, lido

 In fact, 2008 traffic levels on the UMR-IWW, taken from the Corps’ Internet barge traffic reporting system, continued a two decades long flat-to-declining trend with recent dramatic declines. Historic barge traffic for the Melvin Price Locks (see Figure 4) shows a steady decline from a peak of 80.5 million tons in 1990 down to 56.3 million tons in 2008. Preliminary data indicate that barge traffic for 2009 at the Melvin Price Locks will be close to the 2008 tonnage. A 2009 report by Dr. Donald Sweeney 13 (former lead economist on the Corps’ UMR-IWW proposed 1,200foot locks feasibility study) evaluates the Corps’ 2008 Economic Reevaluation Report. Dr. Sweeney compares the lock service status in four usage categories for the seven 600-foot locks at which new 1,200-foot locks are proposed. (See Figure 5) The graph vividly shows the steady decrease in lock traffic and associated growth in available lock capacity. In 1999, these seven locks were processing river traffic approximately 60 percent of the time and sat idle without traffic more than 35 percent of the time. By 2008, the same seven locks were processing traffic less than 35 percent of the time and sat idle without traffic more than 60 percent of the time. 

They can’t solve delays

Walker 10

Brad, policy analyst,  B i g   P r i c e — L i t tL e B e n e f i t: Proposed Locks on the Upper Mississippi and illinois rivers Are not economically Viable, http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2079, dw: feb 2010, da: 7-27-2012, lido

Without a significant increase in traffic, constructing new, larger locks will not alleviate lockage delays. Further, both the Corps and independent experts have identified existing, viable small-scale and non-structural measures to combat and relieve existing delays, but the Corps is presently resisting specific requirements to employ and report on the effectiveness of these measures prior to committing to the construction of new locks. 

Can’t solve – mismanagement of funds means it will take too long

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 12 – their auth

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, “Water torture: Congress needs to act on decaying locks and dams,” March 25, 2012, http://old.post-gazette.com/pg/12085/1219052-192.stm
 Congress bears the prime responsibility. The buck has literally stopped on Capitol Hill. While $8 billion has been authorized for locks and dams, Congress has failed to fund projects up front, setting up the cycle that is beggaring the system. The funding system needs an overhaul, but it already generates $170 million a year -- half from a 20-cents-a-gallon fee that barge operators pay on diesel fuel they use, which is then matched by the federal government. At that rate it will take 22 years just to complete seven major projects under way; the others will have to wait.
Existing locks last longer

Stern (Analyst in Natural Resources Poicy) 12

Charles,  Inland Waterways: Recent Proposals and Issues for Congress, http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf, dw: 4-12-2012, da: 7-27-2012, lido

Other groups argue against significant new investments for inland waterway projects. In arguing against new locks on the Upper Mississippi River, a coalition of environmental groups noted that while the design life of new investments is usually only 50 years, regular maintenance can extend the life of existing locks for an additional 50 years at a considerably lesser cost than that for new  construction. 53 These groups generally argue that the costs of new lock construction greatly exceed the benefits of reduced waiting time and lock unavailability, and point out that issues associated with most aging inland waterways infrastructure can be overcome by improved smallscale and nonstructural improvements. 

IMPACT DEFENSE TO PROTECTIONISM

1NC – Congestion

No impact to smaller delays – their evidence

Boselovic 2012 (Len Boselovic, Journalist for Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 5/9/2012 “Locked and Dammed: Neglect erodes river commerce,” http://www.post-gazette.com/stories/news/environment/locked-and-dammed-neglect-erodes-river-commerce-617136/)hhs-ps

Mr. Dinkel said short-term outages could be managed "through some creative engineering and logistical arrangements." But if a dam would be out of commission for a period of several years, "That would be very troubling to us," he said. "It would put us in a bind for a protracted period of time."
U.S. not key to the global economy.

Caryl 10 [Christian, Senior Fellow at the Center for International Studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a contributing editor to Foreign Policy. His column, "Reality Check," appears weekly on ForeignPolicy.com, Crisis? What Crisis? APRIL 5, 2010, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/04/05/crisis_what_crisis?page=full]

Many emerging economies entered the 2008-2009 crisis with healthy balance sheets. In most cases governments reacted quickly and flexibly, rolling out stimulus programs or even expanding poverty-reduction programs. Increasingly, the same countries that have embraced globalization and markets are starting to build social safety nets. And there's another factor: Trade is becoming more evenly distributed throughout the world. China is now a bigger market for Asian exporters than the United States. Some economists are talking about "emerging market decoupling." Jonathan Anderson, an emerging-markets economist at the Swiss bank UBS, showed in one recent report how car sales in emerging markets have actually been rising during this latest bout of turmoil -- powerful evidence that emerging economies no longer have to sneeze when America catches a cold. Aphitchaya Nguanbanchong, a consultant for the British-based aid organization Oxfam, has studied the crisis's effects on Southeast Asian economies. "The research so far shows that the result of the crisis isn't as bad as we were expecting," she says. Indonesia is a case in point: "People in this region and at the policy level learned a lot from the past crisis." Healthy domestic demand cushioned the shock when the crisis hit export-oriented industries; the government weighed in immediately with hefty stimulus measures. Nguanbanchong says that she has been surprised by the extent to which families throughout the region have kept spending money on education even as incomes have declined for some. And that, she says, reinforces a major lesson that emerging-market governments can take away from the crisis: "Governments should focus more on social policy, on health, education, and services. They shouldn't be intervening so much directly in the economy itself."

Economic decline doesn’t cause war.

Jervis 11 [Robert, Adlai E. Stevenson Professor of International Politics in the Department of Political  Science, and a Member of the Arnold A. Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies at Columbia  University. Force in Our Times  Saltzman Working Paper No. 15  July 2011 http://www.siwps.com/news.attachment/saltzmanworkingpaper15-842/SaltzmanWorkingPaper15.PDF]

Even if war is still seen as evil, the security community could be dissolved  if severe conflicts of  interest were to arise.  Could the more peaceful world generate new interests that would bring the members  of the community into sharp disputes? 45   A zero-sum sense of status would be one example, perhaps  linked to a steep rise in nationalism.  More likely would be a worsening of the current economic difficulties,  which could itself produce greater nationalism, undermine democracy, and bring back old-fashioned beggar-thy-neighbor economic policies.  While these dangers are real, it is hard to believe that the conflicts  could be great enough to lead the members of the community to contemplate fighting each other.  It is not  so much that economic interdependence has proceeded to the point where it could not be reversed –  states that were more internally interdependent than anything seen internationally have fought bloody civil  wars.  Rather it is that even if the more extreme versions of free trade and economic liberalism become  discredited, it is hard to see how without building on a pre-existing high level of political conflict leaders and  mass opinion would come to believe that their countries could prosper by impoverishing or even attacking  others.  Is it possible that problems will not only become severe, but that people will entertain the thought  that they have to be solved by war?  While a pessimist could note that this argument does not appear as  outlandish as it did before the financial crisis, an optimist could reply (correctly, in my view) that the very  fact that we have seen such a sharp economic down-turn without anyone suggesting that force of arms is  the solution shows that even if bad  times bring about greater economic  conflict, it will not make war  thinkable. 

1NC – Solvency

***Trade Advantage***

Alt Causes to Coal

Alt Cause to collapse of the coal industry – environmental regulations

The Virginian-Pilot 12

No auth,  A vendetta against coal, dw: 4-10-2012, da: 7-28-2012, lexisnexis, lido

 Coupled with dramatic limits on mercury emissions issued in December, the new rules will fundamentally reshape power generation in America. Aside from the 15 plants already under construction, there will probably never be another coal-fired electric plant built in the United States. That's bad news for nearly 200,000 workers who depend directly on the coal industry for their jobs. It may be bad news for consumers as well, but only time will tell.

Alt Causes to collapse of the Steel Industry - Europe

US Coal Review 12 

No auth,  Import steel from Europe potential threat to U.S. steelmakers’ recent, dw: 2-13-2012, da: 7-27-2012, lexisnexis, lido

 Import steel from Europe potential threat to U.S. steelmakers’ recent prosperity? Just when the North American steel industry seems well-positioned to continue its solid recovery progress, along comes another potential threat to further gains. Though sources appear to be split on the subject, there is a growing concern among some that cheaper European-produced steel might soon be exported into the U.S. and Canada in perhaps significant volumes. The result could blunt to some degree steel demand anticipated for North American producers in 2012. The European steel market remains weak, sources say, which likely means any new market, regardless of size, would be welcomed. “The pricing there is about $100 per ton less than here,” a source said. “The worry is that we will begin to see them wanting to export their steel here because obviously it will be cheaper. “One of the concerns in the U.S. is that the exports of steel from Europe to the U.S. would undercut the market, which is now fairly robust. It’s not great, but it’s better, so that is a concern that is on the horizon.” 

Alt Causes to collapse of the Coal industry - Appalachia

Ward 12

Ken, staff, Charleston Gazette,  Reports project huge drop in Appalachian coal output, dw: 2-5-2012 da: 7-27-2012, lexisnexis, lido

Government experts continue to warn about an impending collapse of the Central Appalachian coal industry. The latest U.S. Department of Energy forecast says regional coal production may not decline as sharply over the next five years as previously projected, but cautions that the long-term outlook is even worse than initially thought. DOE's Energy Information Administration increased its estimates of annual regional coal production for each of the next five years, but then projected steeper drops through the rest of the decade, with output reaching a low of 77 million tons in 2020. Overall, production from Central Appalachia - mostly Southern West Virginia and Eastern Kentucky - is expected to drop to about 86 million tons, a decline of nearly 54 percent between 2011 and 2035. Production in the Northern Appalachian coalfields of Northern West Virginia and Western Pennsylvania is expected to increase over the same period, but not nearly enough to make up the difference. The new EIA forecast backs up a January 2010 report issued by Downstream Strategies, a Morgantown environmental consulting firm that argues West Virginia needs to diversify its energy sector and the entire state economy. 

Foreign Chinese investments-Brazil

China investing in Brazil 

Merco Press 11  

(Merco Press South Atlantic News Agency, China plans to invest 10 billion USD in soy production and processing in Brazil,” April 11, 2011, http://en.mercopress.com/2011/04/11/china-plans-to-invest-10-billion-usd-in-soy-production-and-processing-in-brazil) 

China plans to invest ten billion US dollars in the production, storage and transport of soybeans in Brazil to ensure the supply of the commodity of which it is the world’s main importer, according to press reports in Beijing. The main accord is between Brazilian soybean cooperatives and the Chinese government company Sanhe Hopeful which intends to invest 7.5 billion US dollars in the State of Goias to ensure the purchase of six million tons of the oil seed, which is equivalent to the total production of that state. According to Folha de Sao Paulo, the Chinese advance is part of a policy to reduce intermediation costs in the world’s grains and oilseeds market without buying land which according to the latest Brazilian legislation strictly restricts foreign ownership of land for agriculture and livestock. The other 2.5 billion USD are to be invested by Chongging Grain in a soybean processing plant in the state of Bahia including a dry port and silos for storage. China is Brazil’s main trade partner since 2009 when it displaced the United States. The Brazilian delegation in Beijing is expecting Chinese officials to make effective their investment promises to the tune of 37 billion US dollars which were announced on several occasions by the two countries leaders. Among those investments is the construction of the grid for the Belo Monte hydroelectric dam in the Amazon which has begun to be constructed and is programmed to be the world’s third largest behind China’s Three Gorges and Itaipú shared by Brazil and neighbouring Paraguay. Electrobras is to work with China’s State Grid in the project. However, according to the Investments coordinator from the Brazilian ministry of Industry, Foreign Trade and Development “the investment boom occurred between 2009 and 2010”. “In 2010 the figure reached 17.7 billion USD” revealed Eduardo Celino. 
Ocean fishing key to food security

Ocean fishing key

Xinhua 12  

(“China says ocean fishing key to food security,” 5/29/12, http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2012-05/29/content_15417985.htm)

BEIJING - China needs to further develop the ocean fishing industry to ensure the country's food security, according to Vice-Premier Hui Liangyu. In a letter applauding the establishment of the China ocean fishing association on Tuesday in Beijing, Hui said the country will develop ocean fishing so to effectively utilize the resources of the oceans. The vice premier said he hoped the association would contribute to the sustainable andhealthy development of China's ocean fishing industry. China had 116 ocean fishing enterprises and 1,628 ocean fishing vessels at the end of lastyear.
Food security – agriculture innovation

Agriculture innovation to boost food security

Reuters 12  

(“China to invest in agriculture innovation to boost food security,” Feb 1, 2012, http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/01/us-china-agriculture-idUSTRE81016L20120201) 

(Reuters) - China said on Wednesday it would boost agriculture innovation in an effort to increase food output, signaling that the world's most populous country is trying to tackle outdated farm and food infrastructure to feed its people. China accounts for a fifth of the world's population with less than 9 percent of its arable land, and the cabinet suggested in a document that China's leaders were aiming to get serious about technology to ensure long-term food supplies. The State Council, or cabinet, said in the first policy document of the year it would increase investment and subsidies for the agricultural technology sector this year to stabilize grain production, state media reported. Technological innovation in the sector would "improve land yield, resource efficiency and labor productivity," the official Xinhua news agency said. The No. 1 Document, as it is called, has for the past nine years focused on rural issues, including agriculture, water conservation, farmers' income, and land transfer issues. The State Council said in this year's paper the government would encourage research focusing on areas including bio-technology, seed production and effective use of farmland, Xinhua reported. It also said the government would seek to push banks to increase lending to rural areas and keep prices of agricultural commodities at "a reasonable level." China has been battling persistent consumer inflation, which was largely driven by food prices, and hit a peak in July of 6.5 percent. Agriculture experts had expected the State Council to set guidelines on seed cultivation and on implementing a program of promoting the application of genetically modified technology that was introduced in 2008. The central government estimates that China's national grain consumption will reach 572.5 million tonnes by 2020. Although China is largely self sufficient in wheat, it is not in soybeans and corn. In 2010, China returned to importing corn in earnest after years of blocking foreign grain, buying a record 1.57 million tonnes, up 18 times from the previous year because domestic production couldn't keep up with demand. Some analysts say China's agricultural production growth lags behind the country's overall economic growth. The country is expected to triple corn purchases this year, and rice imports are also expected to rise.   
Food security instability – alt cause

Food security instability – greenhouse gases  

Greenpeace 8

(“Food for thought: Climate change threatens China's food security,” 10/15/08, http://www.greenpeace.org/eastasia/news/stories/climate-energy/2008/climate-change-food-security/)
China may not even be able to produce enough food to feed its people by as early as 2030 under a high greenhouse gas emissions scenario, says the report: "Climate Change and Food Security in China." "Climate change is affecting agricultural production through changes in temperature, water availability, soil condition, extreme weathers, crop diseases and pest outbreaks," said the report's leading author and China's top scientist for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Professor Lin Erda from the China Academy of Agricultural Sciences. "Under a high greenhouse gas emission scenario, basic food supplies will become insufficient around 2030," said Lin. Other data shows that temperature rise, loss of arable land and water scarcity will cut China's overall food production by up to 23 percent by 2050.  So what's the answer? In a nutshell: eco-farming. Data on farming from around the world provides unequivocal evidence that mixing different crops and varieties is a proven and reliable method of increasing crop resilience to erratic weather changes. Biodiversity-intensive farming reduces the probability of pests and diseases by diluting the availability of their hosts. Millions of farms on all continents prove that organic and sustainable agriculture can increase food security, replenish natural resources and provide better livelihoods for farmers and local communities. Take Farmer Weng Falin for example. He owns 200mu of organic rice fields in Jiangsu province in the southeast of China. The ducks he raises on his rice fields eat pests, weeds, and trample the muddy water helping to make the rice plants grow strong. Keeping ducks on his rice paddies means he doesn't have to use poisonous herbicides and pesticides. In 2005 when there was a huge planthopper plague, Farmer Weng's rice survived intact, while his neighbours, who practice chemical agriculture, lost their fields. Watch our Greenpeace documentary below about Farmer Weng's organic duck-rice fields. A parallel investigation by Greenpeace in China's Jiangsu and Guizhou provinces also provides examples of how China's farmers benefit from ecological agriculture, despite extreme weather events such as typhoons and snow storms. "China is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. Ecological agriculture, which works with nature rather than against it, can drastically reduce greenhouse gas emissions," Greenpeace climate campaigner Li Yan said. China's food security can only be guaranteed if the government takes immediate action to cut its greenhouse gas emissions and adopts policies encouraging more climate-friendly ecological agriculture. 

China lessening US soybean imports

Fewer soybeans – State Reserves and genetic modification problems

Zhou 12 

(Siyu, “Chinese consumers questioning safety of genetically modified food,” June 7, 2012, China Daily, http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2012-06/07/content_15481825.htm) 

The American Soybean Association said it expects China, the world's largest soybean consumer, to import less soybeans from the United States this year, thanks to Chinese government measures last year to contain the country's inflation rate by releasing a large amount of State reserves. The country's large imports of Brazilian beans last fall will further dent its imports from the US, Paul Burke, ASA North Asia region director, said on Wednesday. But he did not disclose the exact amount of the reduction. However, driven by its burgeoning livestock industry and ongoing urbanization, China's soybean imports were estimated to continue growing in the long term, Burke added. China is currently the largest overseas market for US soybean farmers. The country imported 52.6 million metric tons of soybeans last year, nearly half of which came from the US, accounting for 60 percent of total US soybean exports in 2011. In February, a Chinese trade delegation consisting of major State-owned food companies such as China National Cereals, Oil and Foodstuffs Corp and China Grain Reserves Corp, also known as Sinograin, signed a historic $6.7 billion contract to buy 13.4 million tons of US soybeans. But given soy oil processors' limited purchases of State reserves, Chinese analysts said the State reserve had only a limited effect on the country's soybean imports from the US. Gao Yanbin, an analyst with SWS Research Co Ltd, reckons the reduction in soybean imports this year, caused by the release of stocks from the State reserves, could amount to 1 million tons at most. In the meantime, the pressure of an economic slowdown in China would prevent oil processors from replenishing their inventory, said Ma Wenfeng, a senior analyst at Beijing Orient Agribusiness Consultant Ltd, one of the largest consultancies in the industry. "Chinese consumers, especially those living in big cities, are starting to question the safety of soybean oil made from genetically modified soybeans," Ma added. That would affect the country's demand for US soybeans. 
Food shortages inev

Food shocks inevitable in next decade

Tipson (Jennings Randolph Senior Fellow special advisor to the Center for Science, Technology and Peacebuilding at the U.S. Institute of Peace, worked previously for the UN Development Programme, Microsoft, the MarkleFoundation, the Council on Foreign Relations, Hongkong Telecom,AT&T, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and the University ofVirginia School of Law) 12 

(Frederick, “Global Food Insecurity and "Political Malnutrition",” June 2012, Number 7, German Marshall Fund Connections, http://www.gmfus.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files_mf/1339595984Tipson_GlobalFoodInsecurity_Jun12.pdf)

Meanwhile, the political dimensions of “food insecurity”  go well beyond our compassion for people in the poorest  countries who are most vulnerable to famine and malnutrition. Even during the remainder of this decade, we face  a transition from localized food shortages and insecurities toward a more pervasive environment of global “food  shocks” that have serious political consequences even  for the richer world. 3  The combined effects of population  trends, climate changes, water shortages, soil erosion or  contamination, increased meat consumption, fisheries  depletion, major livestock epidemics, or serious crop  failures in overlapping and cascading ripple effects will  strain already-vulnerable economies and political systems.  Sudden price increases or shortages could prompt volatile  popular reactions, especially if citizens even in “well-fed”  locations lose trust in markets and governments to assure  their access to adequate food supplies. 

***Competitiveness Advantage***

2NC - Alt Causes

Globalization is a larger alternative cause to competitiveness

Ferguson 12 – their auth

Niall, Prof of History @ Harvard, “Is The U.S. Losing Competitiveness?”, http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/03.28.12_cjs_-_american_manufacturing_and_job_repatriation_-_niall_ferguson_-_testimony.pdf

To listen to some economists, you might think all the U.S. need do is to run even larger deficits for full employment to be restored. Yet only a part of America’s problems today can be blamed on the cyclical consequences of the financial crisis. This is at root a structural crisis, symptoms of which were already apparent even before the crisis began. Indeed, it might be argued that the financial crisis occurred precisely because excessive leverage was being used by the household and financial sectors to compensate for the economy’s underlying structural problems. However, the precise nature of these structural problems is not well understood. The obvious culprit for relative decline is globalization, the process of worldwide economic integration through market reforms that began in the late 1970s. It is true that in U.S. industries exposed to international competition, employment growth has essentially stopped in recent years. It is also true that the growth in foreign direct investment in the United States has slowed in recent years to rates below those of other large advanced economies. The U.S. share of world exports has declined substantially. Many economists have concluded that the recent decline in U.S. manufacturing employment is mainly a result of increasing global competition. American workers, so the argument runs, simply cannot match the “China price” because labor costs are so much lower in emerging markets like China’s. 

***Congestion Advantage***

***Solvency***

2NC – Barge Traffic Decreasing
Lock usage decline

Dizikes (Chicago Tribune reporter) 11  

(Cynthia, Report on waterway shipping decline fuels Asian carp debate: Advocates for closing Chicago-area locks embrace findings,” December 07, 2011, http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2011-12-07/news/ct-met-chicago-locks-study-1208-20111208_1_mark-biel-john-sellek-chicago-area-locks)  
A federal report showing that cargo traffic on Chicago-area waterways has been flat or declining for 15 years was quickly embraced by those who support closing locks or installing barriers to keep invasive species like the Asian carp out of the Great Lakes. Michigan officials, who have joined other states in a lawsuit to have some Chicago-area locks closed, pointed to the findings as evidence that the Great Lakes shipping industry would not be dramatically affected if barriers were erected. "Those findings are in agreement with the study that we commissioned two years ago that found that canal traffic was not only declining but was a far less than significant portion of the Chicago economy," said John Sellek, a spokesman for the Michigan attorney general's office. The report is part of an Army Corps of Engineers study of waterway issues including possible lock closings and barriers. The corps found that cargo traffic on the waterways decreased from 24.6 million tons in 1994 to 13.4 million tons in 2009, an annual decline of about 4 percent. Additionally, the study found that 87 percent of internal traffic never passed through a lock. 

Barge traffic decreasing

Merritt (Director of Communications at The Izaak Walton League of America) 10
(Dawn Mayhew, “The Mighty Mississippi All Locked Up: With lagging funds for river restoration    and two decades of declining barge trafﬁc,   why does the Corps of Engineers want    to build bigger locks?” p. 35, Winter 2010, Outdoor America http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2192) 

Barge Traffic Is Decreasing: Barge traffic on   the Upper Mississippi has been dropping for more   than 20 years, including steep declines in the past   decade. At the seven locations where the Corps   wants to build bigger locks, the number of barges   that went through in 2008 was nearly half the   number processed in 1999. In fact, a 2009 report   by Dr. Donald Sweeney found that these seven   locks were in use about 60 percent of the time   in 1991 but only 35 percent of the time by 2008.   With locks sitting idle most of the time they are   open for business, there is no reason to spend $1.9   billion to construct bigger locks. 

2NC – Corps manipulate their data about lock traffic
Corps indict-manipulating data 

Merritt (Director of Communications at The Izaak Walton League of America) 10
(Dawn Mayhew, “The Mighty Mississippi All Locked Up: With lagging funds for river restoration    and two decades of declining barge trafﬁc,   why does the Corps of Engineers want    to build bigger locks?” p. 34, Winter 2010, Outdoor America http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2192) 

Rather than focusing on the Upper   Mississippi’s degraded habitats — and proven   methods to restore those areas —  the Army Corps   of Engineers has focused its energies primarily on   increasing river barge capacity.  The barge industry complained about delays   at 600-foot locks on one section of the Upper   Mississippi River-Illinois Waterway. So the Corps   of Engineers put together a $2.2 billion plan to   expand river navigation, including $1.9 billion to   add new 1,200-foot locks at seven locations.  Although delays do occur when multiple barges   arrive at locks at the same time, the Nicollet   Island Coalition maintains that trends in barge   traffic — and the economics of the lock construction project — do not support expanding the river   system’s lock capacity. The coalition is a group of   nonprofit organizations dedicated to restoring the   Upper Mississippi River. Coalition members —   including the Izaak Walton League, Institute for   Agriculture and Trade Policy, National Wildlife   Federation, Prairie Rivers Network, and Sierra   Club — have spent considerable time and effort   fighting the Corps’ navigation expansion plan.   In a February 2010 report entitled, “Big   Price–Little Benefit: Proposed Locks on the   Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers Are   Not Economically Viable,” the Nicollet Island   Coalition concluded that the Corp’s new locks cannot be  justified — a conclusion shared by the   Department of the Army (which oversees the   Corps of Engineers) and an independent agency   that reviewed the Corps’ plans. In fact, the Army   Inspector General found in early 2000 that the   Corps manipulated its economic justification   for the new locks. And the National Research   Council — which functions under the auspices of   the National Academy of Sciences, the National   Academy of Engineering, and the Institute of   Medicine — said the Corps’ plan “contains flaws   serious enough to limit its credibility and value   within the policy making process.” 

***Truck/Railway Turn***

“Links”
3 pieces of 1AC evidence say that more trucks and rail cars will be used in the SQ -
PPG 12 – their auth
PPG 3/25/2012 (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, “Water torture: Congress needs to act on decaying locks and dams,” March 25, 2012, http://old.post-gazette.com/pg/12085/1219052-192.stm )hhs-ps

Cargoes will be put on more expensive rail cars and trucks -- barges are estimated to be $14 a ton cheaper -- and this will have costly implications for businesses and consumers alike. Electricity rates will go up; an October study by the corps estimated that a closure of the Lower Mon could increase electricity costs by $1 billion annually. Communities that take water from the river could experience problems. When disaster strikes, it will come because of absent-minded, half-hearted political neglect

Boselovic 12 – their auth
Len Boselovic, award winner for business and investigative reporting, 3/18/2012, Pittsburgh Post (“THE NATION'S LOCKS AND DAMS, INCLUDING 23 IN REGION, ARE ON THE BRINK OF FAILURE, ACCORDING TO U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS”)
Whatever the period of time needed, the 10 million tons of coal and other commodities that move through the Elizabeth locks each year would have to be moved by rail or truck, which are more expensive. Moreover, it would take more than 1,000 large trucks to move the same amount of coal a standard 15-barge tow carries.¶ "If the Lower Mon closes, there's not enough trucks to move the coal power plants need," Mr. Harder said.¶ A Corps-commissioned study produced in October estimated a lock or dam failure that closed the Lower Mon to traffic could increase electricity costs up to $1 billion annually.

Environment turn

Changing the riverlocks is terrible for the environment

Stern (Analyst in Natural Resources Poicy) 12

Charles,  Inland Waterways: Recent Proposals and Issues for Congress, http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41430.pdf, dw: 4-12-2012, da: 7-27-2012, lido
Taxpayer and environmental groups have questioned studies citing environmental benefits as a basis for new investments in barge shipping. For instance, groups have disagreed with industry fuel-efficiency calculations, noting that many industry studies have not taken into account technical factors such as the directional constraints of river flow, or “circuity.” 61 They argue that the use of a conversion factor to account for circuity creates a more accurate picture of fuel efficiency among various modes. They have also noted that using the fuel efficiency for “unit grain trains” instead of an average for all rail shipping would allow for a more accurate comparison of fuel efficiency between barge and rail shipping. 62 Environmental groups also note that inland waterway projects can negatively affect riparian habitat and species by altering natural flows. 63 Structural changes to rivers such as locks and dams (which can create sedimentation, increase turbidity, and lead to other reservoir-like effects) and levees (which separate rivers from flood plains) affect the natural state of these bodies of water. Additionally, waterway traffic may also cause bank erosion through wave action. Thus, increased construction and expansion of inland waterways can have negative environmental effects. 
***OFF CASE***
Trucking DA
Uniqueness

Current truck industry decline takes the economy with it. 

Sean McNally (Vice President of Communications and Press Secretary at American Trucking Associations) 6/19/12 

(“ATA Truck Tonnage Fell 0.7% in May”, http://www.truckline.com/pages/article.aspx?id=1016%2F8e1c7279-ed27-4c03-b189-ceeee26bbb12) chip 

ARLINGTON, VA — The American Trucking Associations’ advanced seasonally adjusted (SA) For-Hire Truck Tonnage Index decreased 0.7% in May after falling 1.1% in April. (April’s loss was the same as ATA reported on May 22.) The latest drop lowered the SA index to 117.8 (2000=100), down from April’s level of 118.7. Compared with May 2011, the SA index was 4.1% higher, the largest year-over-year increase since February 2012. Year-to-date, compared with the same period last year, tonnage was up 3.8%.¶ ¶ The not seasonally adjusted index, which represents the change in tonnage actually hauled by the fleets before any seasonal adjustment, equaled 124.5 in May, which was 6.5% above the previous month.¶ ¶ “Two straight months of contractions is disappointing,” ATA Chief Economist Bob Costello said. “The drops in tonnage are reflective of the broader economy, which has slowed.”¶ ¶ “The good news is that the decrease in fuel prices will help support retail sales going forward, which is a big part of truck tonnage,” he said. As a negative, Costello said he’s concerned about businesses sitting on cash instead of hiring more workers or spending it on capital, both of which would give the economy and tonnage a shot in the arm, as they are worried about Europe and the so-called U.S. fiscal cliff at the end of the year. He also reiterated last month’s comment: “Annualized tonnage growth should be in the 3% to 3.9% range this year.”¶ ¶ Note on the impact of trucking company failures on the index: Each month, ATA asks its membership the amount of tonnage each carrier hauled, including all types of freight. The indexes are calculated based on those responses. The sample includes an array of trucking companies, ranging from small fleets to multi-billion dollar carriers. When a company in the sample fails, we include its final month of operation and zero it out for the following month, with the assumption that the remaining carriers pick up that freight. As a result, it is close to a net wash and does not end up in a false increase. Nevertheless, some carriers are picking up freight from failures and it may have boosted the index. Due to our correction mentioned above however, it should be limited.¶ ¶ Trucking serves as a barometer of the U.S. economy, representing 67.2% of tonnage carried by all modes of domestic freight transportation, including manufactured and retail goods. Trucks hauled 9 billion tons of freight in 2010. Motor carriers collected $563.4 billion, or 81.2% of total revenue earned by all transport modes.¶ ¶ ATA calculates the tonnage index based on surveys from its membership and has been doing so since the 1970s. This is a preliminary figure and subject to change in the final report issued around the 10th day of the month. The report includes month-to-month and year-over-year results, relevant economic comparisons, and key financial indicators.

Trucking industry in decline- not enough trucks 
Conti (staff writer) 12
Genevieve,  FTR: Trucking Industry Seeing Relatively Good Recovery,” http://www.truckinginfo.com/news/news-print.asp?news_id=76954, dw: 5-16-2012, da: 7-30-2012, lido

The trucking industry, at least for the short term, is experiencing good recovery, according to FTR Associates Senior Consultant Noel Perry. The recovery has maybe a year and a half or two years to go, he said during FTR's "State of Freight" webinar. One of the reasons FTR is confident about 2012, Perry said, is because of the relationship between gross domestic product (GDP) and freight. "Because GDP is back up above 2%, we should be generating pretty good freight growth. As GDP recovers right now, we would expect a freight bonanza that comes from that would be a quarter or two later." Despite the expected growth in freight, Perry said we're still a long way from recovery when it comes to truckloads, which peaked at almost 200 million a year in 2006 and fell to about 158 million in 2009. "In the first quarter of 2012, we're only about 40% recovered back to previous peak," Perry said. "This says something fundamental about the need for fixed infrastructure and fixed investment in transportation. We won't get to a new peak until at least 2015, and that assumes we have no recession out there. If we get a recession, which I think we will mid-decade, we could not get to a new peak in trucking or rail perhaps until the end of the decade." Automobile and housing markets A major drag on the economy has been the automobile market, Perry said. Vehicle miles traveled has fallen in recent years due to the economy and the price of oil. "People just drive less when gas is more expensive. and when they drive less, they need fewer automobiles," Perry said. Automobiles make up about 10% of the economy. "When you take 10% of the economy and you slow it to almost no growth, you get a slow overall economy." The housing market should give the industry a needed boost, though, Perry said. Building permits have gone steadily up since the beginning of last fall. "With the construction of new homes, we should get a pretty good boost from this increase in order activity," he said "Housing accounts for about 15% of the economy and a lot of transportation, so this is a good sign." International and budget concerns Perry said the industry should expect a couple good years, barring an economic collapse in Europe or China. "We're optimistic Europe will only be a modest drag on our economy," Perry said. China, though, is where the U.S. should keep a close watch in the long-term. "A bigger risk, obviously not a 2012 risk, is the recession in China," he said. "Lots about that economy suggests they will have a recession. We need to keep in mind when this occurs, and it will, most of the supply chains in the world haven't seen a recession in China since they started to grow, so it will be a fairly big shock." Perry said a recession in China may happen around 2015. Another big threat in U.S. is the budget deficit issue, which Perry forecasts will come to a head in 2014. "There is no sign the federal government, the government we elect, has any of the immediate skills to solve this problem. One side refuses to raise taxes, the other side refuses to cut benefits, and we have a stalemate. "Before we start arguing about Amtrak or aid to schools or the farm program or ethanol subsidies," he said, "we have to cut expenses and raise taxes just to do medical services or Social Security, the things people really care about." Labor and regulations The number of people entering the workforce dropped by 50% this decade compared to last. That means, Perry said, each year it's going to be a little harder for us to find new people. "Labor rates are going to be considerably higher at the end of this decade than they are now." The short-term issue with drivers has to do recruitment, he said. "Fleets, to save money, laid off all the people who were recruiting in 2009 because they didn't need them. Now we're back to normal turnover and running, according to the ATA statistics, three times what it was running in '09. "In order to hire this million or more people, we need a lot of people recruiting, and we know [fleets] laid them off, and so far they haven't brought them back. This is why the industry has shortages of drivers in upturns. They simply don't recruit or don't add to recruiting budgets until things get really tight, and they haven't yet, so we're going to stay at that level," Perry said. An increase in regulations will magnify these challenges. "There will be a dramatic increase in the drag those changes put on driver hiring," Perry warned. "We already know the driver hiring apparatus is not big enough to keep up with economy. Now we're adding more stress on it and we're going to fall farther behind." Perry said this driver shortage will last longer than in 2004 because the amount of regulation is bigger, although it won't drop quite as low. Fuel prices Perry said he's pretty confident that fuel, barring any major political problems in the Middle East, will remain relatively stable. In addition, the price of natural gas is falling because of fracking, and the U.S. has the most natural gas reserves of anywhere in the world. "That means our energy situation is getting better, not worse, compared to a number of our competitors in the world," Perry said. "The teens should actually be a good decade for energy in the United States." The. U.S. is also making great progress in terms of lessening dependence on oil imports. 

Link

Transport modes are zero sum 
Wakeland et al (Wayne Wakeland @Portland State University, Susan Cholette @ San Francisco State University, Kumar Venkat CleanMetrics @ Corporation) 2012
(“Food transportation issues and reducing ¶ carbon footprint”, http://www.cleanmetrics.com/pages/Ch9_0923.pdf) chip

Within the developed world there are four basic transport modes for shipping large ¶ quantities of packaged products: water, rail, truck, and air. Trucking dominates, ¶ comprising more than 75% of the total U.S. freight transit bill. Trucking variables ¶ include truck type, ownership model (such as 3PL or company-owned ﬂ eet), and ¶ loading option (less-than-truckload or full-truckload). The dominant transport mode ¶ has shifted over time. The ﬁ rst transport revolution occurred when inland water ¶ transport replaced animal caravans. In the mid-1800s railroads displaced inland ¶ water as the dominant form of cargo transport, and in the mid-1900s trucking displaced railroads. Air cargo is a more recent and growing transport mode popular for ¶ short life cycle products such as ﬂ owers and luxury foods. The U.S. DOE ( 2009 ) ¶ estimates that air transport accounts for 9% of U.S. transportation fuel usage. ¶ Interestingly, water transport has started to make a comeback. In the United Kingdom ¶ (UK), for example, Tesco is relying on inland waterway barges for transporting more of their beverage products. Short sea shipping, using ocean-going vessels for ¶ delivering cargo domestically, is popular in Europe and also holds promise for ¶ replacing many truck deliveries in the United States

Waterway shutdown increases truck use 
Gibbs 12 
(Bob, representative of Ohio, Political Transcript of a hearing of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, proquest)

Our sailors (ph) are adversely affected.¶ If this cycle is not broken, we are going to lose water transport as a viable part of our inland water transportation system, completely diverting cargo from water to rail that would require hundreds of thousands or additional railroad cars and additional 25,000 locomotives. If a cargo that is currently moved by the waterway have to move by truck, it would require an additional 58 million trucks, moving in already on congested highways annually.¶ After Hurricane Katrina, it became obvious that the warning signs were there all along that many experts had been telling us for years that conditions were ripe in the New Orleans area for a disaster. Today, we are getting a similar warning on the Nation's inland waterway system of transportation.¶ Finding alternative ways to move cargo will be expensive if not impossible. And if transportation costs go up, the competitiveness of American products in the world market goes down.¶ So addressing, and I just would add, I think some of our competitors in the world markets are making those investments and that puts us in a disadvantage and uncompetitiveness that will cost us in the long run. So addressing the infrastructure needs of the inland waterway system is not about economic benefits to a few barge companies. It's about keeping American farms and manufacturers and businesses competitive and growing American jobs.

Impact 

Anna-Louise Jackson and Anthony Feld (reporters @ Bloomberg) 6/13/12

(“”Truckers As Leading Indicator Show Stable U.S. Economic Growth”, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-06-14/truckers-as-leading-indicator-show-stable-u-s-economic-growth.html) chip 

Rising truck shipments show the U.S. economic expansion is intact, even amid concerns that a slowdown in retail sales and Europe’s sovereign-debt crisis could stall growth.¶ Two measures of trucking activity signal the industry remains steady and has even “firmed up” since mid-May, according to Ben Hartford, an analyst in Milwaukee with Robert W. Baird & Co. The data complement anecdotal information from carriers that freight demand ended May on a strong note after more weakness than anticipated earlier in the month, he said.¶ Enlarge image ¶ Truckers fill their rigs with diesel at a truck stop in Evenston, Wyoming. Photographer: George Frey/Bloomberg¶ Chart: Retailers' Inventory-to-Sales Ratio¶ Chart: ATA For-Hire Truck Tonnage Index¶ Chart: FTR Truck Loading Index¶ Enlarge image ¶ A driver walks past parked trucks. Photographer: Alan Petersime/Bloomberg¶ “Trucking trends are reflective of an economic environment that is stable, not deteriorating,” Hartford said.¶ The for-hire truck-tonnage index rose 2.8 percent in April from a year earlier, up from 0.2 percent the prior month, marking 29 months of growth, based on data from the American Trucking Associations. The economy has never contracted without tonnage turning negative first, so the truck figures are a leading indicator, providing the “first signal” of a slump, said Thom Albrecht, an analyst in Richmond, Virginia, with BB&T Capital Markets.¶ His “buy” recommendations include Celadon Group Inc. (CGI), Swift Transportation Co. (SWFT) and Old Dominion Freight Line Inc. (ODFL)¶ Another index that tracks the movement of goods between manufacturers and consumers also is a “good barometer” of the economy, said Jonathan Starks, director of transportation analysis at FTR Associates. FTR’s index of U.S. truck loadings increased 3 percent to 115.9 in April from a year earlier, the highest since 2008, based on data from the Nashville, Indiana- based transportation-forecasting company.

Trucks key to the economy 

American Trucking Associations 8

ATA, no specific author,  “Trucking and the Economy,” http://www.trucking.org/Newsroom/Trucks%20Are/Trucking%20and%20the%20Economy.pdf, dw: 2008, da: 7-30-2012, lido
Trucking serves as a barometer of the U.S. economy, representing nearly 70 percent of the tonnage carried by all modes of domestic freight transportation. Between 1990 and 2006, total truck tonnage increased nearly 40 percent, as the volume of goods moved by truck steadily increased. Similarly, trucking revenues have nearly doubled since 1990. Trucks are expected to gain additional ground in relation to other domestic transport modes in terms of volume over the next several years. Truck tonnage from primary freight shipments in the United States will increase almost 30 percent by 2018 to about 14 billion tons, up from nearly 11 billion tons in 2006. Total truck revenue, by comparison, derived from primary freight shipments will increase more than 72 percent by the year 2018. More than any other industry, trucking defines itself by a collective goal: to move the nation’s ever-growing volume of freight in a safe, efficient and environmentally sound manner. 

Railroads are more cost effective at doing the plan

Merritt (Director of Communications at The Izaak Walton League of America) 10
(Dawn Mayhew, “The Mighty Mississippi All Locked Up: With lagging funds for river restoration    and two decades of declining barge trafﬁc,   why does the Corps of Engineers want    to build bigger locks?” p. 35, Winter 2010, Outdoor America http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2192) 

New Locks Are a Bad Investment: Not only is there no demonstrated need for the   new locks, there is an economic argument against them. Barges may not be the most   cost-effective method of shipping freight to the Gulf of Mexico. In addition, the costs   of the new locks would greatly outweigh any benefits, and the industry fund that’s supposed to cover half the construction costs lacks the revenue for the projects.  • Barge Travel Is Not More Fuel Efficient: The barge industry claims that inland   waterways barge traffic is more fuel efficient than other methods of transportation. However, the Mississippi River’s twists and turns increase how far a barge   has to travel. Several national studies have found that barges must travel 30   percent farther than a train to reach the same destination. In addition, “unit   trains” — a train carrying cars with just one type of commodity that travels   non-stop to its final destination — are much more efficient than regular trains, according to the Nicollet Island Coalition. The “Big Price–Little   Benefit” report finds that barges and freight trains have virtually   the same rates of fuel efficiency and that both are far less efficient   than unit grain trains. 
Trucks will do their aff well

American Trucking Associations 8

ATA, no specific author,  “Trucking and the Economy,” http://www.trucking.org/Newsroom/Trucks%20Are/Trucking%20and%20the%20Economy.pdf, dw: 2008, da: 7-30-2012, lido
When President Dwight Eisenhower signed the 1956 Federal Aid Highway Act and Congress established the Highway Trust Fund, just 120,000 tractor trailers operated on U.S. highways. Trucks moved half a billion tons of freight and the fuel tax was 3 cents per gallon. Erecting the Interstate Highway System revolutionized the movement of freight. Lanes spanning coast to coast permitted trucks to move cargo in a faster, more efficient manner. As a result, the majority of goods now cross the country on 18 wheels. Today, nearly 2 million tractor trailers are registered in the United States. As a major user of the transportation system, trucking contributes a significant share of the funds necessary to support such projects as fixing highways, building new roads and easing congestion. The trucking industry is a good U.S. corporate citizen. Commercial trucks pay more than $35 billion each year in federal and state highwayuser taxes, or nearly 36 percent of total highway-user taxes. The industry pays 24.4 cents in federal fuel tax and on average the same amount in state fuel tax for each gallon of diesel fuel it consumes. Carriers also pay a 12 percent excise tax on new equipment, a tire tax, and an annual Heavy Vehicle Use Tax 
Trucking key to the economy 

GPS North America, 4/19/12
(“”TRUCKING INDUSTRY KEY FOR U.S. ECONOMIC SUCCESS”, http://www.gpsnorthamerica.com/blog/fleet-management-news/trucking-industry-key-for-u-s-economic-success/) chip 
There have been multiple reports in recent months that the U.S. economy is finally on its way back. According to the 2012 edition of the American Trucking Associations' (ATA) American Trucking Trends publication, the trucking industry has played a big role in the country's economic turnaround.¶ The report indicated that $603.9 billion in freight was moved via truck in 2011, constituting for more than 80 percent of all freight transportation revenue, according to a press release. As many economists preach, one of the keys to a country's financial success is a low unemployment percentage. Trends stated that 6.8 million people are employed by the trucking industry.¶ "This year's edition of Trends makes it clear that following the Great Recession, trucking continues to lead the nation's economy back into a higher gear," ATA Chief Economist Bob Costello said in a statement. "The data in Trends should be a guide for business executives and policy makers across the country as they chart the course for our continued recovery."
***Maintenance CP***

1NC Maintenance
Text: The United States federal government should fund the maintenance of inland waterways 

Locks benefit from rehabilitation and maintenance

Merritt (Director of Communications at The Izaak Walton League of America) 10
(Dawn Mayhew, “The Mighty Mississippi All Locked Up: With lagging funds for river restoration    and two decades of declining barge trafﬁc,   why does the Corps of Engineers want    to build bigger locks?” p. 35, Winter 2010, Outdoor America http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2192) 

Properly Maintained Locks Get New Lease   on Life: Another argument for new locks is the   claim that the river’s lock and dam infrastructure   is crumbling. However, all UMR-IWW locks have   benefited from rehabilitation projects that added   another 50 years of lock usability — including the   seven locks where the Corps proposed new 1,200-  foot locks. Although Congress funded rehabilitation of the locks, funding for lock-and-dam operations and maintenance — including personnel,   utilities, and minor repairs — has been flat, and the Nicollet Island Coalition reports that the backlog for these costs may be near   $1 billion today. Congress should focus on funding the maintenance needs of the   existing system, not constructing new locks and increasing the system’s maintenance obligations. 

2NC ext. 

New locks wouldn’t rid congestion-only small improvements necessary 

Merritt (Director of Communications at The Izaak Walton League of America) 10
(Dawn Mayhew, “The Mighty Mississippi All Locked Up: With lagging funds for river restoration    and two decades of declining barge trafﬁc,   why does the Corps of Engineers want    to build bigger locks?” p. 35, Winter 2010, Outdoor America http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2192) 

Small Steps Can Make Big Improvements: New   locks would not eliminate congestion from multiple barges arriving at the same time. In 2001, the   National Research Council found that lock delays   could be reduced if the Corps implemented smallscale measures (such as mooring cells that tows can   tie up to while waiting to enter a lock) and nonstructural improvements (like an appointment system). The Corps was even directed by the Assistant   Secretary of the Army for Civil Works in 2006   to implement such improvements “to determine   their impact on total project benefits.” To date,   the Corps has not initiated any small-scale or non-   structural improvements to reduce barge delays.   

T-infrastructure =/= maintenance

A. Maintaining or repairing is distinct – that’s construction, not infrastructure investment

Roberts (Economist – Economic Analysis Department of the Reserve Bank of Australia, and Anthony Rush, Analyst – RBA) 10 

(Ivan, “Sources of Chinese Demand for Resource Commodities”, Reserve Bank of Australia – Research Discussion Paper, November, http://www.rba.gov.au/publications/rdp/2010/pdf/rdp2010-08.pdf)

Our definition of manufacturing is the same as that of Barnett and Brooks from 2004 onwards, since it is given as a complete category in the FAI by industry data. Prior to 2004, we define manufacturing as ‘secondary industry’ less ‘energy’ and ‘construction’. Barnett and Brooks define ‘infrastructure’ investment as the sum of FAI in electricity, gas & water; transport, storage & post; water conservancy & environmental management; education; health, social security & welfare; and public administration & social organisations. From 2004, we follow the definition of Barnett and Brooks, except that we omit public administration & social organisations and include culture, sport & entertainment. Given the higher level of aggregation in the pre-2004 data, before 2004 we define infrastructure as the sum of ‘industry: energy’, transport, storage & telecommunications; culture, education & health care; and ‘other’ (since infrastructure-related categories that did not exist prior to 2004 such as water conservancy & environmental management were included in this category). Including investment in the ‘construction’ industry itself would make little difference to the calculation as it is small (around 1 per cent of total FAI), but we omit it as it is not clear that it constitutes ‘infrastructure’ investment as such. Since a (discontinued) urban real estate investment category is available prior to the 2004 reclassification, we use this series to extend the real estate FAI series back to 1996.19
B. The aff’s investment in inland waterway modernization includes maintenance or reparation of riverlocks.  

C. Standards

1. Limits – the aff unlimits the topic allowing for any plan doing small maintenance or repairs. Our interpretation allows for core affs such as HSR, CO2 Pipelines and NextGen. 

2. Predictability – An unlimited number of affs means the neg can never be adequately prepared to debate the topic.    

D. T is a voter for fairness and education 

Spending Links

Too much money – either 900 million/year for 50 years or 45 billion dollar investment now 

Walker (Coordinator for the Izaak Walton League’s Upper Mississippi River Initiative) 10
(Brad, “Big Price – Little Benefit: Proposed Locks on the Upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers are not economically viable,” p. 24-25, February 10, Nicollet Island Coalition, http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2079)

According to the Corps’ Upper Mississippi River System Navigation and Ecosystem Sustainability Program   (NESP) Web site,  40  the agency has prepared at least 253   detailed engineering, economic, and environmental   reports to justify the NESP navigation expansion plans.   Taxpayers have paid more than $50 million for the cost   of Corps reports pertaining just to the new NESP navigation projects and their direct environmental impacts.   The time and expense spent to validate the NESP proposal lack justification, constitute a misdirected effort,   and are holding the necessary expansion of ecosystem   restoration efforts hostage.   The multiple factors we have detailed demonstrate   that the proposed construction of the new locks is not   justified because:  1. Barge traffic is decreasing.  2. Regular maintenance can significantly extend lock   and dam usability. 3. Simple measures can cut lock traffic delays.   4. Superior barge fuel efficiency claims are questionable.   5. Cost benefits of new locks are unsubstantiated.   6. The Inland Waterways Trust Fund is severely underfunded.   The inland waterways navigation system is recognized   as the most subsidized transportation sector in this   country.  41  Further, this taxpayer-provided support   is consistently regarded as a poor investment. As Dr.   Sweeney concluded in the report, “A Critique of ‘Final   Re-Evaluation of the Recommended Plan: UMR-IWW   System Navigation Study: Interim Study’,” published in   2009, “The re-evaluation completed by the Corps of the   National Economic Development (NED) benefits of   the navigation-related components of the recommended   plan originally identified in their 2004 feasibility report does not support funding the costly construction of   new lock chambers in the near future.”  42  In addition, the annual ecosystem restoration needs   of the Upper Mississippi River System have never   been adequately funded. The great potential of the   Environmental Management Program described in   the Introduction will never be realized if the average   annual investment continues at a $20 million level.   Research from resource professionals suggests that the   average annual restoration investment of $100 million   contained in NESP is also inadequate. As previously   cited, the 200 wildlife resource professionals that   make up the Upper Mississippi River Conservation   Committee estimated in 2002 that an annual investment   as high as $900 million for 50 years may be necessary   to restore the river ecosystems and address the impacts   from ongoing barge navigation. However, the necessity of achieving adequate ecosystem   restoration on the Upper Mississippi River System is   currently obstructed by the misguided and unjustified   large-scale navigation construction projects proposed in   NESP. This report details the verified shortcomings and   faulty rationale for building seven new 1,200-foot locks   on the UMR-IWW. 

New locks force negative returns on taxpayers 

Merritt (Director of Communications at The Izaak Walton League of America) 10
(Dawn Mayhew, “The Mighty Mississippi All Locked Up: With lagging funds for river restoration    and two decades of declining barge trafﬁc,   why does the Corps of Engineers want    to build bigger locks?” p. 35, Winter 2010, Outdoor America http://www.iwla.org/index.php?ht=a/GetDocumentAction/i/2192) 

New Locks a Bad Deal for Taxpayers: Congress approves public   infrastructure projects based on estimates of cost and public benefit.   More than just dollars and cents, benefits include societal needs   such as protecting the environment. Based on the past 20 years of   barge traffic trends, the Nicollet Island Coalition estimates that the   Corps’ proposed new locks would give taxpayers a negative return of   $7 billion over 50 years — clearly not a wise investment.   • Bad Deal for Taxpayers Could Get Worse: The Inland Waterways   Trust Fund (IWTF) was established in 1978 to pay half the cost of   inland waterways construction projects. IWTF receives its funding   entirely from the barge industry through a tax on transportation   fuel. The Corps of Engineers reports that IWTF had essentially   no available funds as of 2009 (and a $17 billion backlog in funding obligations). But that doesn’t mean new lock projects will stay on   hold until the barge industry can pay its fair share. Congress eliminated the barge industry’s funding obligation on two lock and dam   rehabilitation projects last year. If Congress does the same thing   for the Corps’ lock expansions, American taxpayers could end up   paying the entire $1.9 billion for new lock construction (and then   some to cover cost overruns).  

Politics Links
Waterway modernization faces political hurdles

FarmFutures 7/8/11

(“”Funding for Modernization of Inland Waterways Faces an Uphill Battle”, http://farmfutures.com/story.aspx/funding-for-modernization-of-inland-waterways-faces-an-uphill-battle-0-51995) chip 

Upper Mississippi and Illinois River Locks modernization faces new funding hurdles amid enactment of major debt reduction. Congress authorized Upper Mississippi and Illinois River Locks modernization over former President Bush's veto in 2007, but never appropriated any dollars for the effort.¶ Now, in 2011, Waterways Council Spokeswoman Debra Colbert says the fight to secure funding faces the new obstacle of debt reduction.¶ "It is a fiscally difficult environment and a politically difficult environment as well," Colbert said. "The government is going to be looking for cuts in as many places as they can find. From our point of view however an investment in inland waterways infrastructure is just about the best return on investment you have going."¶ That investment in infrastructure would help jobs, the environment, safety, and farm exports, which just got a boost with Hill leaders agreeing on a way to move free trade deals ahead in September.¶ "When we hear President Obama say he wants to double exports, I think it's within the next four years, it's very frustrating when 60% of the nation's grains are moved on our inland waterways," Colbert said. "You cannot double exports and trade in the way that he prescribes if you don't have the right infrastructure and the efficient infrastructure to make that happen."¶ Colbert says much of the problem lies on Capitol Hill where a 20-year Inland Waterway Capital Development Plan by private industry and the Army Corps is moving at a crawl.¶ "Unfortunately we haven't made as much headway as we'd like to just given the political and fiscal environment that we're dealing with, but we continue to press on," Colbert said. "We would hope to have something included in a potential House Transportation and Infrastructure bill that has a maritime title. We continue to talk to those folks about the importance of having a proposal like the Capital Development Plan." ¶ That is another option rather than including it in another water resources and development act that has now slowed way down in the Senate Environment Committee.¶ The Capital Plan also calls for raising the tax paid by commercial users of the waterway system, but with objections from politically-strengthened anti-tax Republicans, Colbert says that too may be a tough sell.
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