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Magnitsky Kills Reset

Magnitsky will pass independent of Jackson-Vanik – that kills a reset

Belyaninov and Chernenko 8/8 (Kirill and Yelena, Writers for the Russian Kommersant Daily news, translation, August 8, 2012, “Magnitsky Bill takes on a life of its own,” http://rbth.ru/articles/2012/08/08/magnitsky_bill_takes_on_a_life_of_its_own_17161.html)
However, this issue has been discussed at length. The current problem for bilateral relations is new rumors that U.S. lawmakers might approve the Magnitsky Bill without repealing Jackson-Vanik. Last week Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (Republican-Florida), head of the Foreign Affairs Committee in the House of Representatives announced that she did not believe it was necessary to repeal the amendment. According to her, Moscow did not currently deserve "such a present" and the Russian position on the Syrian question had forced discussions to center on the need to adopt the Magnitsky Bill and postpone the trade law until next year. Ros-Lehtinen's announcement was supported by a large number of influential members of Congress. This state of affairs has put the White House in a tricky position. On the one hand, the administration was hoping for a swift repeal of the Jackson-Vanik amendment. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was planning to officially announce the end of the trading restrictions at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Summit in Vladivostok at the beginning of September. And on the other hand, the Obama administration has been trying to avoid adopting the Magnitsky Bill, wary of causing any sharp deterioration of relations with Moscow. When Congress decided to link the two issues, the White House saw this as an unavoidable compromise and stopped forcing through the repeal of the amendment. "For the last few weeks no one in the administration has even called us regarding Jackson-Vanik," said a source in Congress. At first glance the postponement of the repeal and the adoption of the Magnitsky Bill by Congress would appear to be in the White House's interests. "It's evident that in an election year, the administration is more likely to agree to American businessmen suffering some losses, but it does not want to enter into another diplomatic skirmish with Russia," said political analyst Richard Darcy. However, the refusal to quickly force through the repeal of the amendment threatens to backfire on the White House. There are no particular disagreements regarding the Magnitsky Bill in Congress and it could become law in September. But without any tie-in to the lifting of the trade restrictions, this will cause a violent reaction in Russia. The Russian government and Foreign Ministry have repeatedly declared that they consider it unacceptable to substitute the Jackson-Vanik amendment with the Magnitsky Bill, and the adoption of the Magnitsky Bill without the repeal of the amendment will be seen as nothing short of an insult in Moscow. And that could be the final straw for the reset.
Magnitsky bill kills relations and prevents a reset

Lozansky 7/13 (Edward, President, American University in Moscow, Professor of Global Politics, Moscow State University, July 13, 2012, “Russia Profile Weekly Experts Panel: The Magnitsky Act,” http://russiaprofile.org/experts_panel/60897/print_edition/)
Who could argue against the concept that corrupt officials should be punished? Didn't we hear from the Russian leadership, including President Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, that corruption is Russia's worst enemy? Why such an outcry, then, in Moscow as well as in the U.S. business community regarding the Sergei Magnitsky Act? It is currently moving through the Capitol Hill bureaucracy and, according to its sponsors, is supposed to help Russia fight its monstrous corruption. This bill, which is turning into a major irritant in U.S.-Russian relations, threatening to deal a fatal blow to Obama's “reset" policy, references the death in Russia in 2009 of Sergei Magnitsky, who died while in pre-trial detention on a tax fraud charge after being refused medical treatment for his illnesses. The bill calls for U.S. visa denial and assets freeze for all Russian officials involved in mistreating Magnitsky or in some other "gross human rights violations." Many observers have pointed to the fact that by pushing this bill, Congress is not only overstepping its authority, but also represents clear evidence of selective justice – something for which we frequently accuse Russia – since, regrettably enough, similar cases of deaths in prisons due to denial of proper medical care happen in many other countries, including, sadly, the United States. It is also worth mentioning that "gross human rights violations" occur in many other countries, including some of United States' staunchest allies. Why, then, point the finger at Russia? Is it really the worst perpetrator of corruption and violator of human rights? Not by a long shot. Besides, the U.S. State Department has already compiled a black list of Russian officials to be denied U.S. entry visas. As for freezing their illicit assets, if it is proven in courts that they are indeed illicit, this can also be done by the executive branch of the U.S. government without congressional involvement. Somehow, there is reason to suspect that the Magnitsky bill has little to do with fighting corruption or punishing Magnitsky's tormentors and much more with “baiting the bear” or, putting it more accurately, poking Vladimir Putin in the eye. Why the congressional sponsors of this bill would do that is anyone's guess. It is easy to see, though, that demonizing Putin, whose cooperation in many parts of the world we need, totally contravenes U.S. business and national security interests. Some of the leading American business associations, such as USA Engage, National Foreign Trade Council (NFTC), U.S. – Russia Business Council, American Chamber of Commerce, and others uniting thousands of U.S. companies involved in foreign trade, are not very pleased with the Magnitsky Act either. NFTC President Bill Reinsch expressed the view that "this bill, if passed, will not only unnecessarily complicate U.S.-Russia relations, but it also has the potential to damage U.S. diplomatic relations worldwide. As the administration has already taken steps to enact appropriate measures regarding this human rights violation, we strongly urge Congress to refrain from taking any further steps that would put U.S.-Russian relations in unnecessary peril."
Alt Causes 

Alt causes to relations destroy the reset – Putin and human rights violations

Baker 6/13 (Peter, Staff Writer for The New York Times, June 13, 2012, “Syria Crisis and Putin’s Return Chill U.S. Ties With Russia,” http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/14/world/europe/putins-return-brings-rapid-chill-to-us-russia-ties.html?pagewanted=all)
WASHINGTON — Sitting beside President Obama this spring, the president of Russia gushed that “these were perhaps the best three years of relations between Russia and the United States over the last decade.” Two and a half months later, those halcyon days of friendship look like a distant memory. Gone is Dmitri A. Medvedev, the optimistic president who collaborated with Mr. Obama and celebrated their partnership in March. In his place is Vladimir V. Putin, the grim former K.G.B. colonel whose return to the Kremlin has ushered in a frostier relationship freighted by an impasse over Syria and complicated by fractious domestic politics in both countries. The back-and-forth this week over Russian support for Syria’s government as it tries to crush an uprising underscored the limits of Mr. Obama’s ability to “reset” ties with Moscow. He signed an arms control treaty with Mr. Medvedev, expanded supply lines to Afghanistan through Russian territory, secured Moscow’s support for sanctions on Iran and helped bring Russia into the World Trade Organization. But officials in both capitals noted this week that the two countries still operated on fundamentally different sets of values and interests. The souring relations come as Mr. Obama and Mr. Putin are preparing to meet for the first time as presidents next week on the sidelines of a summit meeting in Mexico. With Mitt Romney, the Republican presidential candidate, saying Wednesday that Mr. Obama’s Russia policy “has clearly failed,” and Mr. Putin stoking anti-American sentiment in response to street protests in Moscow, the Mexico meeting may be a test of whether the reset has run its course. “We were already at a place with the Russians where we were about to move to a new phase,” said Benjamin J. Rhodes, a deputy national security adviser to Mr. Obama. “A lot of this is can we continue to build on the initial steps we’ve taken with the Russians even as we’ve had differences emerge, most notably on Syria.” Others see the situation more pessimistically. “There is a crisis in the Russian-American relationship,” said Aleksei K. Pushkov, the hawkish head of Russia’s parliamentary foreign affairs committee. “It is a crisis when the sides have to balance their interests but they cannot do so because their interests diverge. It is developing into some kind of long-term mistrust.” Signs of that divergence seem increasingly pronounced lately, despite private reassurances from Mr. Putin that he wants to deepen ties. Michael A. McFaul, a former Russia adviser to Mr. Obama, has been subjected to an unusual campaign of public harassment since arriving in Moscow as ambassador. A Russian general threatened pre-emptive strikes against American missile defense sites in Poland in the event of a crisis. Mr. Putin has cracked down on demonstrations while blaming Americans for them, and he skipped the Group of 8 summit meeting hosted by Mr. Obama last month. “The reset failed to change the underlying suspicion and distrust of America shared by a majority of Russians as well as Putin himself,” said Masha Lipman, an analyst at the Carnegie Moscow Center. “America is seen as a threat, an agent seeking to undermine Russia, to weaken it, to do harm to it. Russia always has to be on the alert, on the defensive.”

JV Delay

No link – Jackson-Vanik will be delayed for six months – that means the plan has no effect

Belyaninov and Chernenko 8/8 (Kirill and Yelena, Writers for the Russian Kommersant Daily news, translation, August 8, 2012, “Magnitsky Bill takes on a life of its own,” http://rbth.ru/articles/2012/08/08/magnitsky_bill_takes_on_a_life_of_its_own_17161.html)
U.S.-Russian relations have entered into a new period of uncertainty. Since the beginning of July, sources in the U.S. State Department and the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs have been saying with some confidence that everything will be resolved in August. They anticipated that at the beginning of the month, the U.S. Congress would replace the Jackson-Vanik amendment with the "Magnitsky Bill ahead of Russia’s accession to the WTO. However, Congress has failed to meet the necessary deadline. U.S. lawmakers went on recess Aug. 6 for five weeks. Only eight days have been schedules for legislative business in September, and after that comes the break for campaigning ahead of November elections in the United States. This sets back debate on Jackson-Vanik by a minimum of three months, and realistically the issue will only be taken up in six 
months, after the new Congress comes into session.
JV – Aff

Won’t pass – Congress won’t schedule, labor union opposition

Wall Street Journal, Tom Barkley and Corey Boles, “Key U.S. House Republicans Push for Action On Russia Trade Bill”, 8/1/12, http://online.wsj.com/article/BT-CO-20120801-714230.html

WASHINGTON--House Republican supporters of lifting trade restrictions with Russia on trade issues held out hope Wednesday that Congress could still lift trade restrictions with Russia before the recess, but acknowledged that time is quickly running out. "There's still a window," Rep. Dave Camp, chairman of the Ways and Means Committee, told Dow Jones after a meeting of House Republicans on the Russia bill. The rank-and-file meeting in the office of House Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy (R., Calif.) was to keep lawmakers informed and try to win support for the legislation, which would establish permanent, normal trade relations with Russia, said Mr. Camp. But a House Republican leadership aide said Tuesday that Republican leaders won't bring the bill this week to lift the Jackson-Vanik amendment--a Cold-war era measure that places trading restrictions on countries that seek to place controls on emigration. Rep. Kevin Brady (R., Texas), who chairs the Ways and Means trade subcommittee, told reporters at a separate event Wednesday that time is short. The House won't move forward until there is a good indication of the level of support among House Democrats and the Senate has set a date to vote, he said, according to an aide. There had been a strong push to bring the legislation forward before the month-long recess begins next week. Ultimately the momentum fell short after several major labor unions, including the AFL-CIO, urged lawmakers to oppose the legislation in a concerted messaging effort last week.

Won’t come to a vote – recess and election season

Voice of Russia, “Jackson-Vanik amendment stays on”, 8/8/12, http://english.ruvr.ru/2012_08_08/Jackson-Vanik-amendment-stays-on/
The repeal of the discriminatory Jackson-Vanik amendment is to be put off indefinitely. According to The Kommersant, the abolishment of this trade restriction which dates back to 1974 will not take place at least for another six months due to US Congressmen’s unhurriedness and lack of political will. Experts believe that it is American companies rather than Russian business that will fall victim in this situation. According to The Kommersant, at the forthcoming APEC summit in Vladivostok early in September, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was planning to solemnly announce the termination of trade restrictions. However, her plans were not destined to come true. Last month, the US Senate Committee on Finance unanimously approved the repeal of the Jackson-Vanik amendment and there are no objections against this on the part of the US Congress. However, Congressmen did not manage to abolish the amendment before the parliamentary recess which started this week. In autumn, after the recess, it will also be a problem to say good-bye to the amendment because the presidential election campaign in the US will be in full swing. As a result, the discriminatory trade restriction will live on for the next six months. Moreover, Congressmen do not rule out that the ‘Magnitsky law’ could be approved separately and the repeal of the amendment could be shelved for a long time. Observers believe that American businessmen are unlikely to be happy about this. The US-Russia Business Council and the Coalition for US-Russia Trade recently expressed their joint displeasure with the fact that Congressmen did not repeal the amendment before adjourning for a recess. This response is symptomatic because in the context of Russia’s accession to the WTO, US companies are risking to lose their potential profits due to the die-hard amendment. Professor Irina Platonova from the Moscow State Institute of International Affairs comments:

Delayed – Congressional sources confirm

RAPSI, Russian Legal Information Agency, “House postpones Jackson-Vanik and Magnitsky bills until November”, 8/2/12,  http://rapsinews.com/legislation_news/20120802/264063094.html

WASHINGTON, August 2 - RAPSI. The U.S. House of Representatives does not have enough time to consider the bills to withdraw the Jackson-Vanik amendment and to adopt the Magnitsky list before the presidential and congressional elections in November, said Ways and Means Committee Ranking Member Sander Levin (D-MI). Congress sources told RIA Novosti in July that the House would not be able to consider the bills prior to the recess starting in August. Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) had to admit the same last week. In Levin's opinion, the Republicans have just postponed the issue until the post-election period. He has confirmed that the reason for the delay is the Republicans' failure to secure a sufficient number of supporters to combine both bills.

Obama isn’t pushing JV – opposed to Magnitsky

Eugene Ivanov, Massachusetts-based political commentator who blogs at The Ivanov Report, Russia Beyond the Headlines, “Jackson-Vanik Forever?”, 8/6/12, http://rbth.ru/articles/2012/08/06/jackson-vanik_forever_17093.html

The Republican leadership in the House blamed President Obama for insufficient lobbying for the PNTR bill, and they might have a point. From the very beginning, the Obama administration has opposed the Magnitsky bill, arguing that its adoption will damage U.S.-Russia relations. When the White House realized that the passage of the “clean” PNTR bill was impossible, it reluctantly agreed on the addition of the Magnitsky bill language to the trade legislation. However, it would appear that the administration is pretty comfortable with the current stalemate: the adoption of the Magnitsky bill is indefinitely postponed, and the Democrats will make the failed PNTR bill an election issue by portraying the Republicans as hostile to the interests of U.S. businesses.
Won’t pass – politics, elections and opposition to Magnitsky

Eugene Ivanov, Massachusetts-based political commentator who blogs at The Ivanov Report, Russia Beyond the Headlines, “Jackson-Vanik Forever?”, 8/6/12, http://rbth.ru/articles/2012/08/06/jackson-vanik_forever_17093.html

Only a short while ago, it appeared that the passage of the PNTR bill was imminent: the bill was approved by two high-profile congressional committees – the Senate Finance Committee and the House Ways and Means Committee – paving the way for a final vote in both chambers. But then last week, things rapidly unraveled: the House leadership decided that there was not enough time to bring the bill to the floor, and the Senate made it clear that it wouldn’t vote for the bill until the House voted first. Given that there are only eight congressional workdays left before the November elections, and given that the lame duck Congress in November/December is unlikely to take up the PNTR bill at all, this delay essentially keeps the Jackson-Vanik amendment on the books until after new Congress convenes in 2013. Congressional observers pointed out that crucial to the demise of the PNTR bill were attempts to link its passage to the simultaneous adoption of the so-called Magnitsky bill, a piece of legislation punishing Russian officials for alleged violations of human rights. Two different versions of the Magnitsky bill, S. 1039 and H.R. 4405, were considered by the Senate and the House, respectively, and there was not enough time – nor enough good will – to reconcile the differences between the two versions before the August recess. Yet, it is also obvious that many lawmakers, especially members of the Republican caucus, opposed repealing the Jackson-Vanik amendment on principle – regardless of the Magnitsky bill – arguing that the PNTR bill would be a gift to Russia, the gift that Moscow clearly doesn’t deserve given its “unaccommodating” position on Syria.

JV – Neg

Comes to vote in September – cites Cantor

Reuters, “House to vote on Russia trade bill if Democrats support it: Cantor”, 8/2/12, http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/08/02/us-usa-russia-trade-idUSBRE8711VZ20120802

(Reuters) - House Majority Leader Eric Cantor said on Thursday that the House of Representatives will take up a bill to normalize trade relations with Russia this fall, if the Democratic-majority Senate and President Barack Obama "commit to support" passage before the end of September. The White House has called normalizing trade relations with Russia its top legislative trade priority this year. Republicans have complained that Obama has not done enough to whip up Democratic support for the effort. Business groups hoped Congress would pass the legislation before Russia enters the World Trade Organization on August 22, otherwise, they said, there is a risk that U.S. businesses and farmers will not share in all the market-opening concessions Russia made to join the world trade body. But U.S. lawmakers are not expected to conduct any major legislative business in Washington during the rest of August. Cantor said that when the House considers the Russia trade bill, it will include human rights provisions known as the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act. Cantor also said the House would take up the measure under "suspension of the rules," meaning lawmakers could not amend it on the House floor. "Upon our return from the August constituent work period, the House is prepared to take up under suspension of the rules a bill to extend Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR) to Russia, combined with the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act, should the Senate and President commit to support passage before the end of September," Cantor's one-sentence statement said.

Vote in either September or November

RIA Novosti, “U.S. to Debate on Jackson-Vanik, Magnitsky List in Nov.”, 8/2/12, http://en.ria.ru/world/20120802/174917816.html

The U.S. House of Representatives will most likely debate on the repeal of the Cold War-era Jackson-Vanik Amendment and the so-called Magnitsky List in November, U.S. congressman Sander Levin said. Last month the U.S. Senate Finance Committee approved a bill combining a repeal of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment and a measure aiming to punish Russian officials involved in the death of lawyer Sergei Magnitsky. “The House could take up both bills in September, but there are only a handful of legislative days in that session before Congress goes home to campaign, so there's little likelihood the bills can get done then. Essentially, the Republicans are putting it off until after the election,” House Ways and Means Committee ranking Democrat Sander Levin said.
Might Pass Post-Recess
Won’t pass before recess, but could pass in September

The Hill 8/1 (Vickie Needham, “Russian trade bill gets stuck”, 8/1/12, http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/1005-trade/241709-russia-trade-bill-runs-out-of-steam-) 
Congress will not move a bill that would normalize trade ties with Russia before leaving for a five-week recess, business sources said Wednesday. ¶ "We're disappointed and frustrated," said Christopher Wenk, head of international policy at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. ¶ "Trade has been one of the few opportunities for bipartisan cooperation.¶ "But this bill is not getting done this week." ¶ Wenk and representatives of other business groups say Congress is missing a good opportunity to help U.S. businesses in a sluggish economy by failing to pass the Russian bill. ¶ Advocates say lawmakers have "dropped the ball" and that they are now looking to September for passage of a measure that would give Moscow permanent normal trade relations by repealing the 37-year-old Jackson-Vanik provision, a U.S. law aimed at encouraging the emigration of Russian Jews with the threat of higher tariffs. ¶ Wenk said the Chamber would push for a commitment from congressional leaders to take up the bill during the brief eight days that Congress is in session in September before leaving town again until after the elections. ¶ Otherwise, the bill will slip to the post-election lame-duck session and U.S. businesses could face higher tariffs for their exports, leaving them at a disadvantage to exporters in Europe and Canada. ¶ "With Russia set to join the WTO on August 22, we continue to stress to lawmakers the urgency of passing Russia PNTR so the United States can compete in the growing Russian market," said David Thomas, head of trade for Business Roundtable said Wednesday. ¶ The trade measure had gained momentum in the past month and seemed to have the wind at its back heading into this week on the heels of bipartisan action in the Senate Finance and House Ways and Means committees. 

Jackson-Vanik repeal could likely pass in the fall if Obama commits 

Reuters 8/3 (“U.S. House to Vote on Russia Trade Bill if Democrats Support It, Majority Leader Says, 8/3/12, The Moscow Times, http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/us-house-to-vote-on-russia-trade-bill-if-democrats-support-it-majority-leader-says/463148.html) 
U.S. House Majority Leader Eric Cantor said Thursday that the House of Representatives will take up a bill to normalize trade relations with Russia this fall, if the Democratic-majority Senate and President Barack Obama "commit to support" passage before the end of September.¶ The White House has called normalizing trade relations with Russia its top legislative trade priority this year. Republicans have complained that Obama has not done enough to whip up Democratic support for the effort.¶ A top House Democrat said the trade bill would have strong support when it is brought up for a vote.¶ "We must work together to get Russia PNTR (Permanent Normal Trade Relations) done so American businesses aren't disadvantaged," said Representative Steny Hoyer, the second ranking Democrat in the House. "I'm confident that when Republicans schedule the bill, it will pass the House with a strong majority."¶ Business groups hoped Congress would pass the legislation before Russia enters the World Trade Organization on Aug. 22, otherwise, they said, there is a risk that U.S. businesses and farmers will not share in all the market-opening concessions Russia made to join the world trade body.¶ But the U.S. Congress is taking a month-long recess during August.¶ Cantor said that when the House considers the Russia trade bill, it will include human rights provisions known as the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act. Cantor also said the House would take up the measure under "suspension of the rules," meaning lawmakers could not amend it on the House floor.¶ "Upon our return from the August constituent work period, the House is prepared to take up under suspension of the rules a bill to extend Permanent Normal Trade Relations (PNTR) to Russia, combined with the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Accountability Act, should the Senate and President commit to support passage before the end of September," Cantor's one-sentence statement said.¶ The Russia trade bill would repeal a mostly symbolic Cold War-era restriction on trade between the two countries known as the Jackson-Vanik amendment, which was passed in 1974 to pressure the former Soviet Union to allow Jews to emigrate.¶ But the effort to normalize trade ties has been stymied by the perception that doing so would help Russia at a time when many lawmakers are frustrated by Moscow's support for Syria and Iran and question its commitment to democracy, human rights and the rule of law.

Won’t Pass
Won’t pass until after elections 
RAPSI 8/2 (Russian Legal Information Agency, “House postpones Jackson-Vanik and Magnitsky bills until November”, 8/2/12, http://rapsinews.com/legislation_news/20120802/264063094.html) 
The U.S. House of Representatives does not have enough time to consider the bills to withdraw the Jackson-Vanik amendment and to adopt the Magnitsky list before the presidential and congressional elections in November, said Ways and Means Committee Ranking Member Sander Levin (D-MI).¶ Congress sources told RIA Novosti in July that the House would not be able to consider the bills prior to the recess starting in August. Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) had to admit the same last week.¶ In Levin's opinion, the Republicans have just postponed the issue until the post-election period. He has confirmed that the reason for the delay is the Republicans' failure to secure a sufficient number of supporters to combine both bills.¶ According to estimates, the withdrawal of the Jackson-Vanik amendment will allow the United States to double its exports to Russia by up to $19 billion within the next five years. The relevant bill was submitted by the committee head Dave Camp (R-MI) and Levin.¶ Under the new act, the special envoy for trade will make an annual report to the committee on Russia's observation of its obligations as a WTO member. If the committee finds that Russia was unable to meet any of them, the envoy will put forward his proposals for solving issues.
Congress is pushing the Magnitsky act – won’t repeal Jackson-Vanik without it 
RAPSI 8/2 (Russian Legal Information Agency, “House postpones Jackson-Vanik and Magnitsky bills until November”, 8/2/12, http://rapsinews.com/legislation_news/20120802/264063094.html) 
Many representatives and senators are determined to use the need for the cancelling of trade restrictions so as to ensure a swift adoption of visa and financial sanctions against the Russian nationals who are believed to be involved in the death of Sergei Magnitsky, an auditor for Hermitage Capital Management investment fund, who passed away while being held in jail in 2009.¶ They have stated that they would support granting Russia a normal trade regulations only in combination with the Magnitsky act.¶ 
No Jackson-Vanik repeal until 2013
Interfax 8/1 (“U.S. lawmakers likely to restart debates on Jackson-Vanik amendments in 2013”, Russia Beyond the Headlines, http://rbth.ru/articles/2012/08/01/us_lawmakers_likely_to_restart_debates_on_jackson-vanik_amendments_i_16910.html) 
The United States is likely to indefinitely postpone the cancellation of the discriminatory Jackson-Vanik amendment, the daily Kommersant reported on Wednesday.¶ ¶ "The Congress will go on recess next week. Meanwhile, the bill on the establishment of normal trade relations with Russia is not on its schedule, which means that debates on the bill can only be restarted in 2013 after a new U.S. president is sworn in," the daily writes. Daniel O'Flaherty, vice president of the National Foreign Trade Council, told the Kommersant that the Congress and Senate will go on a five-week recess on August 6, and their September schedules only reserve eight working days for debates on the bills proposed, he said.¶ ¶ If the bill to scrap the amendment is not debated this week, it could remain suspended until the lame duck session, O'Flaherty said.¶ ¶ A lot of overdue issues normally crop up in the period between the congressional elections in November and the beginning of the Congress' work in January. Therefore, the Congress will get back to the Jackson -Vanik amendments no earlier than 2013, he said.¶ ¶ During this time, the positions occupied in Russia by American companies, will be filled by rivals from Europe and Asia, he said.¶ ¶ The obstacle obstructing a vote on the Jackson-Vanik amendment in Congress is American lawmakers' differing approaches to the Magnitsky Act, which they have decided to pass simultaneously with the cancellation of the amendment.¶ ¶ "The lower house wants visa sanctions introduced and assets of corrupt Russian officials alone to be seized. The Senate-proposed bill also calls for prosecuting officials from other foreign countries for human rights abuses," the newspaper writes.¶ ¶ If the bill is to be approved by the president, both houses must dovetail their positions, it says.¶ ¶ Meanwhile, Kommersant sources in U.S. Congress said the debates are likely to be postponed due to the White House's position.
Pushing back Jackson-Vanik decreases the probability of passage post-Elections
EWR 8/3 (Estonian World Review, 
The time is running out. Delaying consideration of the PNTR/Magnitsky package increases the likelihood not only of a lack of place on the legislative schedule, but also of a post-election White House veto. It would be ironic if those who do not want to provide any “concessions” to Putin would hand him the greatest victory of all.
No O Push
Obama’s not heavily pushing Jackson-Vanik 

The trade measure had gained momentum in the past month and seemed to have the wind at its back heading into this week on the heels of bipartisan action in the Senate Finance and House Ways and Means committees. ¶ But that progress was supplanted by a growing amount of bickering among the parties and other concerns about passage. ¶ Republicans including Speaker John Boehner (Ohio) have faulted the Obama administration for a lack of engagement on the issue. ¶ "We have not heard if the administration is even making calls," a GOP aide told The Hill on Wednesday.
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