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[bookmark: _GoBack]ONLY $5 MILLION DOLLARS IS REQUIRED FOR ATA OPERATIONS.
Atkinson 11 – Nancy Atkinson, Universe Today Writer, April 25 2011, “Budget Woes Put SETI’s Allen Telescope Array Into Hibernation,” Universe Today, Online: http://www.universetoday.com/85121/budget-woes-put-setis-allen-telescope-array-into-hibernation/

ATA operations cost about $1.5 million per year, Pierson said, and the SETI science campaign at ATA costs another $1 million annually. Pierson said that the SETI Institute has been working for more than two years to find additional funding, such as providing assistance to the US Air Force in tracking orbital debris. The SETI Institute is also currently working on a fundraising campaign to raise $5 million so that the ATA can be used to focus on the potentially habitable planets found by the Kepler telescope.
THE ATA IS BELOW THE MESOSPHERE – CASCADE MOUNTAINS.
SETI 11 – Search For Extraterrestrial Intelligence, 2011 “Allen Telescope Array: General Overview,” Online: http://www.seti.org/ata/general-overview

The new instrument, appropriately called the Allen Telescope Array, known formerly as the One Hectare Telescope, or 1hT, is a joint effort by the SETI Institute and the University of California, Berkeley. Because of its novel construction - an array of inexpensive antennas - it can be simultaneously used for both SETI and cutting-edge radio astronomy research. It is being built at the existing Hat Creek Observatory, run by the Radio Astronomy Lab at Berkeley, and located in the Cascade Mountains just north of Lassen Peak (California).

ATA IS SETI’S PRIMARY TOOL.
Atkinson 11 – Nancy Atkinson, Universe Today Writer, April 25 2011, “Budget Woes Put SETI’s Allen Telescope Array Into Hibernation,” Universe Today, Online: http://www.universetoday.com/85121/budget-woes-put-setis-allen-telescope-array-into-hibernation/

SETI, the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence has suffered a big blow. The primary alien search engine –the Allen Telescope Array (ATA) in northern California — has been shut down due to budget woes. In a letter last week, the CEO of the SETI Institute, Tom Pierson told donors that in the ATA has been put into “hibernation,” — a safe mode of sorts, where “the equipment is unavailable for normal observations and is being maintained in a safe state by a significantly reduced staff.”

