SETI Counterplan 

Bill, Miller 4/3/11 (“Is anybody out there?”http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20110703/NEWS/107030314/-1/NEWSMAP)

SETI would map debris. The world’s only telescopes devoted to searching for aliens went dark two months ago because of a lack of funds. Now you can help bring them back. This morning, SETI launched a website called SETIstars to try to gather funds to resurrect the Allen Telescope Array (ATA), which some astronomers call our greatest hope for finding ET. The ATA, a joint project between the non-profit SETI Institute and the University of California, Berkeley, has been scanning the skies for signs of life (among other things) since 2007. The original plan was to build 350 dishes in a specific pattern over the volcanic plains of the Hat Creek Radio Observatory in Northern California, which could cover more of the sky more efficiently than a single dedicated dish. To date, only 42 dishes have been built — and right now they’re lying dormant. SETIstars opens with a concrete goal: Raise $200,000 in 40 days to bring the ATA back online. Donors can choose an amount between $5 and $500 to go directly toward the array’s operating costs, and have their photos and a brief bio featured on the site. That initial $200,000 won’t cover everything; the telescope needs a total of $2.5 million per year. SETI is looking into other sources of funding, such as collaborating with the US Air Force to use the telescopes to track space debris. But the scientists hope lots of small donations from SETI enthusiasts can help fill in funding gaps so the telescope never has to lie silent again. “We’ve long believed, and I hope that we will prove to be correct, that individuals around the world would be willing to donate small amounts of money,” said SETI Institute director Jill Tarter. “If it worked for Obama, crowdfunding should work for us.” Once the ATA is up and running again, it also has a clear goal: Aim directly at potentially habitable planets to see if anyone’s there. Just before the telescope shut down, SETI laid out plans for a two-year program to observe exoplanets discovered by NASA’s Kepler spacecraft that could support liquid water, and maybe life. Future SETIstars projects may involve buying data processing time by the minute, and watching the data stream in on your phone, Tarter said. But ultimately, the project is aimed at uniting the worldwide community of people who care about the search for extraterrestrial intelligence. “We imagine it as their own version of Facebook, to connect and discuss these sorts of things,” Tarter said. “People are always asking me how they can help. Here’s a way. We’re serious about changing the world, changing the way we do SETI, allowing the world to participate. This is a piece of it.”

Politics Link

Administration not committed to stopping debris

Jeff, Foust 6/27/11 (“The National space policy, one year later” http://www.thespacereview.com/article/1873/1, an aerospace analyst, journalist and publisher)

He added that among the recent recommendations regarding LightSquared by the National Space-Based PNT Advisory Board—on which he serves—was that the company’s spectrum allocation be moved away from any global navigation system, not just GPS. “It was an awareness by the US’s advisory board that the foreign PNT systems were just as valuable as US domestic PNT systems, again, reflecting back to what was in the president’s policy,” he said. In other areas of the policy, though, the administration has made little progress to date. The government “has not done a very good job at the SSA [space situational awareness] portions and orbital debris directives that are in the national space policy,” Marquez said. While SSA is critical to safe and responsible space operations—one of the central tenets of the overall policy—it’s not adequately funded, he said. Export control reform is another area that has seen little progress, given disagreements between the White House and Congress. “I don’t really know if there’s going to be any move forward on export control,” he said.

Plan is too expensive and creates even more space junk 

RedOrbit, 2/20/09 (“Experts Seek Solution  For Space  Debris  Orbiting Earth”   http://www.redorbit.com/news/space/1642608/experts_seek_solution_for_space_debris_orbiting_earth/)

Some of the suggestions at the Vienna meeting sounded somewhat farfetched.   For instance, one idea consisted of attaching balloons to pieces of debris to increase their atmospheric drag, ultimately forcing them back to Earth.  Another proposal, Johnson said, suggested attaching a 10-mile electrodynamic tether to debris that would generate a current, which would enable technicians on the ground to remotely force the debris back to Earth. But other scientists are skeptical about the plausibility of a cleanup. Richard Crowther, an expert on space debris and so-called Near Earth Objects, said that extracting debris from space was expensive, and risked causing more collisions or explosions that, in turn, would generate even more space junk. Crowther, the top British delegate to the meeting, suggested it was vital to improve information-sharing regarding the location of orbiting objects in order to minimize future collision since each crash generates more debris, further congesting Earth orbit. 

