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Acceleration into space creates the global accident – culminates in the extinction of all living matter.

Adams, Masters Political Science, 03 (Jason, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)

It certainly is true that the content of the ecological accident has undergone a transformation in the past several decades of technical acceleration; whereas in the past the green ecology of the terrestrial body was threatened only by 'local' accidents such as the Exxon Valdez oil spill or the perennial forest fires in the Pacific Northwest, with the invention of extraterrestrial and circumterrestrial transportation and transmission technologies, the threat of a truly global accident of grey ecology supplants this, unleashing a danger as has never been seen before. As Virilio notes, "if according to Aristotle, 'the accident reveals the substance', the invention of the substance is also the invention of the 'accident""-~a~s has certainly been the case in regard to technology over the course of the twentieth century, when the technical substance of mass production also became the technical accident of mass destruction, from Chernobyl to Bhopal to today, when global populations are increasingly plugging their vital infrastructures into singular networks such as the Internet or international electric grids, or when the Pentagon is sending nuclear materiel into orbit several miles over the surface of the earth. As Virilio notes, what this means is that "whereas in the past the local accident was still precisely situated...the global accident no longer is, and its fall-out extends to entire continents. Waiting in the wings is the integral accident, which may some day soon, become our only habitat".127The incessant drive toward increasingly dynamic technologies is precisely what is leading toward the future accident which will outstrip the excesses of everything we have known until now, because "if to invent the substance is, indirectly, to invent the accident, then the more powerful and efficient the invention, the more dramatic the accident. Eventually the fateful day will come when the progress of knowledge becomes intolerable, not just because of its misuse but also because of its effects - the very power of its negativity".'28 Thus the greatest threat to the territorial body today is that in the move beyond the accidents of land, sea and air, the accidents of cyberspace and outer space increasingly threaten to bring the accident to the global level for the first time; indeed, "this is what is meant by the 'integral accident', the accident which integrates us globally, and which sometimes even disintegrates us physically. So in a world which is now foreclosed, where all is explained by mathematics or psychoanalysis, the accident is what remains unexpected, truly surprising, the unknown quantity in a totally discovered planetary habitat".'29 This 'charted territory' of the world is one in which the great expanses of the oceans and continents are no longer so great, in which the furthest reaches of the planet become more familiar than the town three hours away by car; added to this pollution of distance, Virilio brings up the pollution of darkness by electronic light, which has reached such an extent that the vast majority of humanity no longer experiences night as such, so that even the Milky Way has suddenly become invisible, paradoxically enough, as a result of the desire to make everything on earth entirely visible! Thus, in the great transformation of our times, Virilio argues that "it is no longer God the Father who dies, but the Earth, the Mother of living creatures since the dawn of time. With light and the speed of light, it is the whole of matter that is exterminated”.
Our alternative is to engage in eschatology of the accident – when faced with catastrophe, we should step back and acknowledge our powerlessness, breaking the endless cycle of invention and destruction that has characterized the 21st century.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Faced with this state of affairs in an accelerated temporality that affects customs and moral standards and art every bit as much as the politics of nations, one thing stands out as being of the utmost urgency: to expose the accident in Time. Turning on its head the threat of the unexpected, the surprise, becomes a subject for a thesis and the natural disaster, the subject of an exhibition within the framework of instantaneous telecommunications. As Paul Valery explained in 1935: 'In the past, when it came to novelty, we had hardly ever seen anything but solutions to problems or answers to questions that were very old, if not age-old ... But novelty for us now consists in the unprecedented nature of the questions themselves, and not the solutions, in the way these questions are asked, and not the answers.  Whence the general impression of powerlessness and incoherence that rules our minds.  

This admission of powelessness in the face of the surging up of unexpected and catastrophic events forces us to try to reverse the usual trend that exposes us to the accident in order to establish a new kind of museology or museography: one that would now entail exposing the accident, all accidents from the most banal to the most tragic, from natural catastrophes to industrial and scientific disasters, without avoiding the too often neglected category of the happy accident, the stroke of luck, the coup of foudre or even the goup de grace!

Apart from the historic terrorist attack of 11 September 2001 and its broadcasting on a continuous loop on the television screens of the entire world, two recent events deserve to come in for some harsh analysis on this score.  On the one hand, we have the revelation, sixteen years too late, of the damage done to eastern France through contamination from Chernobyl, about which those running the services tasked with sounding the alert in France through contamination from Chernobyl declared in April, 1986: ‘If we do detect anything, it will just be a purely scientific problem.’  On the other hand, we have the very recent decision of the Caen Memorial Peace Museum to import from the United States, as a symbolic object, an atomic bomb – an H-bomb – emblematic of the balance of terror during the Cold War between the East and West.

Apropos, and reworking the dismissive remart of the French experts who covered up the damage done by the Chernobyl accident, we might say: ‘If we exhibit an atom bomb it will just be a purely cultural problem,’ and on that note, throwing open the doors of the first Museum of Accidents.

They say invention is merely a way of seeing, of reading accidents as signs and as opportunities. If so, then it is merely high time we opened the museum to what crops up impromptu, to that 'indirect production' of science and the technosciences constituted by disasters, by industrial or other catastrophes.

According to Aristotle, 'the accident reveals the substance.' If so, then invention of the 'substance' is equally invention of the 'accident'. The shipwreck is consequently the 'futurist' invention of the ship, and the air crash the invention of the supersonic airliner, just as the Chernobyl meltdown is the invention of the nuclear power station.

Let's take a look now at recent history. While the twentieth century was the century of great exploits- such as the moon landing- and great discoveries in physics and chemistry, to say nothing of computer science and genetics, it would seem, alas, only logical that the twenty-first century, in turn, reap the harvest of this hidden production constituted by the most diverse disasters, to the very extent that their repetition has become a clearly recognizable historical phenomenon.

On this score, let's hear it again from Paul Valery: 'The tool is tending to vanish frorn consciousness. We commonly say that its function has become automatic. What we should make of this is the new equation: consciousness only survives now as awareness of accidents.' 3 This admission of failure then leads to a clear and defmitive conclusion: 'All that is capable of being resumed and repeated is fading away, falls silent. Function only exists outside consciousness.

Given that the declared objective of the Industrial Revolution of the eighteenth century was precisely the repetition of standardized objects (machines, tools, vehicles, etc.), in other words, famously incriminated substances, it is only logical today to note that the tw·entieth century did in fact swamp us with rnass-produced accidents one after the other, from the sinking of the Titauic in 1912 up to the Chernobyl meltdown in 1986 to say nothing of the Seveso chemical plant disaster of 1976 or of the Toulouse fertilizer factory disaster of 2001. 

And so serial reproduction of the most diverse catastrophes has dogged the great discoveries and the great technical inventions like a shadow, and, unless we accept the unacceptable meaning allow the accident in turn to become automtic, the urgent need for an ‘intelligence of the crisis in intelligence’ is making itself felt, at the very beginning of the twenty-first centry – an intelligence which ecology is the clincal symptom of, anticipating the imminent emergence of a philosophy of post-industrial eschatology.
Framing is key – our discussions of military space policy shape the reality of space
Bormann 6 – Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science at Northeastern, PhD in International Policies (3/2006, Natalie, “The Lost Dimension? A Virilian reading of Outer Space Weaponization”, ISA Conference in San Diego) MGM

To begin with, the concept of space does not lie in space; but space is constituted ‘from the outside’. It is ‘what we (can) know about space’ and how a space is understood and framed at any given time which provides us with one reality of that space. In this sense, Outer Space as a space does never pre-exist independently and is never explored nor innovated; it is always constituted through that which it precedes (and through that which always-already exists).11 Henry Lefebvre, for instance, speaks of the production of space, whereby space becomes a location of a certain type through its association with certain practices, rituals, and representations. He uses the example of a church which gains meaning through its invention as a place of faith (space is thus at once a precondition as much as a result of society and its practices).12 While Virilio may not necessarily speak of a production of space along these lines, he would certainly agree that information and data about something matters more than that which composes something.13 Virilio goes as far as to claim that information about a space will matter exclusively leading to a disappearance of matter and physicality all together. As such, space will stop having a ‘location’ on its own.14 Michel de Certeau makes a vital point in this regard: The importance of abstract (non-fixed, non-static) space is not only that it cannot be inhabited in any permanent way but moreover that it makes possible a certain kind of action, and embodies a certain kind of practice.15 It is in this sense and at this juncture that I suggest we must begin when contemplating about Outer Space and its weaponization. Outer Space must be seen, and to use Virilio’s term, as a ‘disembodied space’ with no fixed and static coordinates. It follows from here, then, that two questions emerge; first, what dominant information about Outer Space can we read, and second, how has this information become dominant? What will become clear in the process of addressing these questions is that what we get to know about the space of Outer Space – our conception - is dominated by information provided through the possibilities of military technology. 
***LINKS (SPACE)***
Generic Expansion

Calls to get off the rock represent a shift away from the temporal constraints of humanity – life accelerates as the concept of sedentary life is lost.

Virilio 10 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Futurism of the Instant: Stop-Eject,” Polity Press DH)
Faced with this unprecedented migration crisis, which is incomparably more serious than the immigration of the industrial age, and which is already being called the migration offensive of the third millennium, the issue of urbanization in the contemporary world might be seen in terms that undermine the customary distinction between sedentariness and nomadism. In fact, after the pluralist era of sustainable staying-put in the different neighbourhoods of registered urban land - a form of stationary settlement that once, in antiquity, introduced the notion of 'citizenship', as deriving from political localization, and with it, ultimately, of the 'legally constituted state' of nations - the era of habitable circulation is now dawning with the trans political de localization that is now overturning the geopolitics of settlement in the age of globalization.

And this is happening at the precise moment that the teletechnologies of information are ensuring that sedentary man is at home everywhere, and the nomad nowhere, beyond the provisional accommodation offered by a now pointless transhumance. That transhumance is now taking place, not only from one countly to another. Now people are displaced within their vety homeland from their heartland to some vague territory where refugee camps have not only taken over from the shanty towns of days gone by, but from the towns. The megalopolis of the excluded of all stripes, pouring in from all sides, has now come to rival the all-too-real megalopolis of the included, the ultracity.

The exoticism of misery thereby meets the exoticism of happy tourism, and it's not hard to imagine the scale of such a telescoping of these groups of people who have come adrift from their moorings in urbanity, as they did once, not so long ago, from their customary moorings in rurality. It's not hard to imagine, either, the scale of any traffic accident now that the traffic is no longer local, as it was in the days of the great invasions, but global.

Allowed to travel since 1997, 37 million Chinese left their homeland last year. After the 2008 Olympic Games, you can bet that as many as 70 million will turn into tourists.

Note on that score that there has long been a floating population of close to 100 million destitute peasants in China, wandering around looking for work and most often winding up in the counuy's vast railway stations, as Chen Guidi and Wu Chuntao indicate: 'Peasants were kept out of the towns at the end of the 1950s by means of the grain distribution scheme and Mao Zedong's institution of an urban resident's permit - the hukow - which divided society into two classes: urban and rural. ... From that point on, town and country would be like two vehicles travelling on different tracks.

After the 'sustainable' settlement that characterized the population flows of past history, 'habitable' circulation opens up dizzying perspectives for planetary resettlement. 

Having first lost its suburbs and then its rural hinterland, the metacity of tomorrow won't long be able to resist the demographic pressure coming from its outland, which will drive the exodus of settlers without hope of returning to the sedentariness of the semi-autonomous city of our origins.

It's hard, in fact, to imagine the radiant future of 'sustainable development' in the face of the hullabaloo over communications and telecommunications tools tbat are undeniably progressive, but also completely incapable of dealing with the trans political tragedy of ecology. These tools can no more deal with the greenhouse gas effect on the atmmphere than with the effect on the dromosphere of the mass exodus of out-of-work hordes.

Forget the instant city that the English futurists imagined. What developers now have in mind is a non-stop circus, a long-haul cruise for the exiles of outsourcing. This is the 'war of each against all', the ultimate figure of a sort of civil war of movement that will take over from the ancestral siege war of the commune or of the underprivileged suburban outskirts. 

Actually, what we are now seeing, as the third millennium gets under way, is the emergence of an absolutely unknown form of ex-territorialization of human potential that is soon likely to rule out all possibility of any kind of urban potential. This will lead to a new form of eccentricity, whereby the quest for an exoplanet, an ultraworld, as a replacement for the old one, now too polluted, will double up, here below, with the quest for an ultracity, a sort of logistical platform - something which the airport, the port and the railway station have only ever been scaled-down models of.

Skipping the right to citizenship by virtue of birth in a country defined by geopolitics and the historical persistence of sites, the revolution de i'emport, or portable revolution, will round off the transport revolution, and the revolution in transmission will land us in this interactive planisphere that will, they say, be capable of supplementing the overly cramped biosphere and its five continents. It will do this thanks to the feats in information technology of a virtual continent, the great colony of cyberspace taking over from the empires of yore. 

Earth has become too small for accelerating “progress” – the aff merely paves the way for society to increase its speed even more.

Virilio 10 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Futurism of the Instant: Stop-Eject,” Polity Press DH)
We note, then, one more time: since planet Earth has, it would seem, become too small for Progress, and, in a word, insalubrious, we are so pressed on all sides that we not only no longer have time to feel fear, we don't even have a future for our plans .... All that then remains is space, all the tragi-comic space of an expanding universe accelerating towards the Big Crunch, the end of time as well as of cosmological history!

So, this is it, this dromosphere of eccentric acceleration that dominates the history of our pathetically feeble powers (political, economic), reopening, with the magnitude of power of Progress, the issue of the very nature of a world now foreclosed and of this biosphere that, as certain astrophysicists already suspect, is the only one of its kind.

With this absurd notion of a time without a future or a past worthy of the name, the ecology of the human chronotope turns into an ecology of what's lacking, of the scarcity of resources that are not only substantial but distantial - in terms of duration, of the time that was once present and is now disqualified by the vety brevity of the 'accident in knowledge' of which the stock market crash remains the most true-to-life caricature. On that subject, the quarrel of contemporary historians over the retrospective criminalization of history is nothing more than a panic-induced consequence of the taboo that today targets the future, the future of the whole panoply of our progressive aspirations. 
Globalization has outstripped the closed circuit of earth – necessitates unchecked expansion into the universe.

Virilio 10 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Futurism of the Instant: Stop-Eject,” Polity Press DH)
'The automobile has turned us into homeless vagrants', Adorno remarked, incredulous, some little time ago ... What can we say, today, in the age of general 'emportement', the culture of rootless rage, that is now taking over from the political commitment of the past century, except that the 'escape velocity' generated by technical progress turns us into deportees of a new kind. And that this leads directly, not to the extermination of genocide, but to the geocide of the externalization - outsourcing - of 'urbankind' and, soon, of humankind in general. The pathological sequelae of this are unknown ... The myth of some happy, beneficial neo-nomadism won't long survive the experience of being locked down in a closed circuit, within the now relative non-expanse of this life-bearing star of ours.

A veritable astronomical revolution in the continuum of history, the globalization of post-industrial interactivity literally turns the complex orientation of human activity on its head. Hence the abuse of the terms 'deregulation' and 'relocation'. Hence also the repeat divorces afflicting the urbankind of our once 'civilized' societies, as well as the whole array of foreign policies, now discredited in the name of an eccentric planetary globalization. The whole process is aided and abetted, we might note in passing, by certain astrophysicists who hide behind a feigned concern about pollution of the earthly environment in a desperate bid to discover, somewhere in the universe, a Super Earth, capable, in its gigantic dimensions, of providing a positive answer to Mother Earth's negative ecological footprint due to the damage done by progress, our tiny little telluric planet finally proving insalubrious and unfit for life.

We must point out here that this quest for an exoplanet entails a quest for an ultraworld to come, which will suddenly loom up like a cosmic model of the ultracity, thereby reversing the very notion of symbolic centrality, along with the sedentariness of the geopolitical hic et nunc. For if the Axis of the World ran through the heart of the city of antiquity long ago, tomorrow's ultracity, the Metacity, will be outsourced to the middle of nowhere! 

The imperative to colonize mars is just claustrophic panic induced by the limits to acceleration on earth.

Virilio 10 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Futurism of the Instant: Stop-Eject,” Polity Press DH)
If you listen to the travel agents, our contemporaries can't possibly be considered 'catastrophists' since 'tour operators are booked out' ... Certainly, today's tourists aren't pessimists in the manner of the well-heeled voyagers of bygone days who travelled for pleasure. It's worse. What they're beginning to feel is good old-fashioned cabin fever, the claustrophobia experienced by those buried alive by their own 'carbon footprint'! 

They say that voluntary guinea pigs are already training to survive the long voyage to the planet Mars, vicariously, in an airtight compartment onboard a container designed to familiarize them with the gruelling expulsion of a long-haul exile that could well turn out to be one-way.

Actually, the current academic quarrel among astrophysicists over the comparative advantages of robotic probes of the 'Mars Express' type, as opposed to manned flights, illustrates rather well how powerfully motivated are the apostles of the revolution de l’emport, a portable revolution exporting to the ultra world. Which might explain the dubious appeal of the 'lunar module', that container that can do anything, but is especially good at undoing statics, the stability of being rooted in one's native soil, and promoting instead the eccentricity of a non-stop trip. 

The desire to extend human life to another planet is the consequence of unchecked speed that will eventually outstrip its own capacity for growth.
Virilio 10 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Futurism of the Instant: Stop-Eject,” Polity Press DH)
In 1977, I wrote that speed is the world's old age. Thirty years later, the evidence of this is clear, since the impact of global mobilization has torpedoed the political economy of the wealth of nations that, until now, turned its back on a principle of acceleration that would no less undermine the history of a technical progress incompatible with the quantitative reserve necessary to the survival of nations.

And so, ex abrupto, the celebrated adage of just-in-time commercial distribution takes on quite a different meaning from that of 'just-intime and at the fairest price' for a delirious 'single market'!

This is the degree zero of an economic script in which accumulation of wealth meant overlooking the ravages caused by the speed of acceleration of movement which leads to the chaos of a "systernic crisis, such as the one we have been going through for a year at least now, in anticipation of the further undermining of all national and territorial identity. What will be promoted instead is the traceability of individuals and the chaos of the mass resettlement involved in exodus for societies that will once again be dispersed in diasporas. The original town is giving way to the ultracity produced by an exurbanism that is not so much metropolitan as omnipolitan, and this anticipates the not far-off colonial exodus to the ultraworld of a distant planet, some superEarth likely to see the 'ecological footprint' of an unnatural progress grow to twice or three times its current size in an all-out exploitation of the reserves of the exoplanet in question.

In the face of such an unsatisfactory situation, we have no choice but to acknowledge that, from now on, the capacite d'ernport, or maximum carrying capacity, outclasses the capacity of transport, no matter what its velocity.

So the future looks like belonging to 'bulk carriers' capable of containing, not only life and its products, but extrernophile survival, as it's known by the exobiologists, those adepts at weightlessness for whom the vehicle is everything and the goal of the voyage of no value. Petrarch's saying about seafaring puts it so well: 'Navigating is vital, living is not.'

Nautical, aeronautical and shortly astronautical 'bulk carrier' - or Very High Building? That static vehicle of cooped-up 'above-ground' elevation is also, and evelY bit as much, a carrier, a surrogate mother for others, in a 'procreative tourism' that is getting bigger all the time in exotic locations .... These are all so many panicky signs of the imminent revolution de I 'emport, carrying us away in bulk, which will have been brought on by the sudden revelation of the exhaustion of the resources the poet of Illuminations told us about, in days long gone. 

Space colonization marks the transition from globalization to universalization, the expansion of humanity past the confines of the earth. 
Virilio 10 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Futurism of the Instant: Stop-Eject,” Polity Press DH)
In the nineteenth century, the railways destroyed fortified city enclosures even more surely than any long-range artillery; in the twentieth century, air raids razed the cities even more thoroughly than the barbarians. How, then, in the twenty-first century, can we shut our eyes to the fact that this is where the origins of the ultracity lie? The insecurity of the territories of the old geopolitics is part and parcel of this metropolitics, in which climate threats mean that the sky now prevails over the ground, the soil, and even over the exhausted subsoil, to the beneflt of a stateless humanity, doomed to the transhumance of 'extremophile' vitality. All this is in the name of globalization of a non-lieu, that no-place where man's ecological footprint will no longer even allow us to guarantee the history of future generations, now that the fabled 'end of history' is being coupled with the end of the geography of a planetary continuum that has become too constricting.

'Have mercy on us who live on the frontiers of limitlessness and the future,' wrote Guillaume Apollinaire. Of course, if, in the face of the endless deluge of accidents and catastrophes of all kinds, we no longer have time to be frightened, we do, on the other hand, have space, all the space of a minuscule planet where acceleration prevails, today, over the accumulation of goods and wealth. 
The dream of space exploration represents the collapse of positivism and false progress.
Fernandes, studying PhD in Literature, 11 (Marcos, “The Last Evolution: Book Review on Space Exploration & Evolution,” http://www.suite101.com/content/the-last-evolution-book-review-on-space-exploration--evolution-a361396, Mar. 27, 2011)

Campbell's conceptualization of humanity's evolution is the progression from the bio-organic to the machine, and then from the material to the energy force. The Machine analyses and develops itself, bettering itself in only instants, while in the same space of time, man remains largely unchanged. The Machine then breaches the barrier of space-time to "evolve" into a force or energy that inhabits and therefore controls the very fabric of the material universe. It is only at this final progression that the alien armada is permanently defeated. The Machine's final proclamation to one of the remaining scientists is that it will continue to act out the dreams and ambitions of the sum of human knowledge and experience, until the universe knows the glory of Man. Certainly, as Paul Virilio's The Information Bomb demonstrates, manned space exploration, as our means of escape from the tyrannical clutches of a pluto-technocratic elite, has become a near impossibility. Like in The Last Evolution, modern humanity seems poised to remain on Earth, rather than alleviating population pressures or setting up viable resource-gathering operations off-planet. Even if such mechanisms were devised, it would be the corporation, the plutocrat, or the government that would create the infrastructure to restart colonial exploitation of alien lands. The idealistic dream of Star Trek-like exploration and discovery, where humanity would, by its own initiative, explore the outer reaches of space, seems more unlikely. Paul Virilio sees the collapsing dream of space colonization as another sign of "crumbling techno-scientific positivism." The exploration of the unknown is supplanted by inward observation. Building bigger and better machines for the convenience and ease of life now takes greater precedence over the conquest of space for the future. Space, rather than as a means of escape, has become the means in which humanity becomes trapped. Claustrophobia may stir some to formulate a means in which to escape a technocratic elite, but the global dream is as much in tatters as the former Mir space station. It seems more reasonable to expect humanity to shrink back to animalistic urges, concentrating on the pleasures of mere survival and the acquisition of goods, and not even given to the higher-minded pursuits of positivistic scientific research as in Campbell's geocentric universe. John W. Campbell's The Last Evolution sees the evident failure of manned space colonization long before space travel. The summary of Campbell's work can be expressed two parts: is this cloistered existence, consisting of goods acquisition and consumption, all there is to this life? Is this the last evolution for humanity?

Get Off the Rock

Their depiction of Earth as a dying planet motivates the quest for suicidal acceleration.
Virilio 10 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “The University of Disaster”, Polity Press, pg. 114-116) MGM

Since the dramatic clearly now takes the place of the exotic, people are looking to the ends of the Earth to provide those strong sensations long ago initiated by the tragedy of ancient theatre or by, say, the Joire du Trone, last century’s annual Paris funfair, with its high-flying merry-go-rounds. This is because the unknown now sought is not so much the other, the different, anymore as the enemy of the human race: violent death, in other words the appeal of the end of an era in which the urge to commit suicide is not just psychological anymore, but also sociological and political - as this other, TERRORIST, tourism of the kamikaze would seem to indicate.

This is also what it is, this ambulatory madness of the DROMOMANIAC, whose sole 'hand luggage' is a mere belt or an explosive shoe whereby what is desperately attempted is less some kind of struggle than the final desertion.

So the war tourism discussed above has now been replaced by the tourism of a 'finalistic terrorism' in which terror and the round-the-world trip are one and the same: at once occurring live on the ground and as a recording, thanks to the replay and 'looping' of terrorist attacks; disasters of an era where, in the words of the theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 'we have transformed escape into triumph'.

In another example of such dromomania, a travel agent in California is now offering clients a chance to discover how illegal Mexican immigrants live. Going by the name Reality Tour, Bike Aid, an agent of the non-profit organisation Global Exchange, organises excursions known as Reality Tours around generally dramatic themes. Over a fortnight, these FUGITIVES discover the desert and its landscapes, but also the electronic border between North American and Mexico, with its captors, its night vision cameras and its steel fence soon to be extended over 1200 kilometres by a real 'Desert Wall'.

A journey of initiation, sure, but to learn what lesson? If not the lesson of this FORECLOSURE which the astrophysicist Stephen Hawking talked about in a BBC interview in 2006: 'Sooner or later, disasters such as an asteroid collision or nuclear war could wipe us all out. But once we spread into space and establish independent colonies, our future should be safe

So, if in the near future the life-giving star was no more than a mere technical platform, the INTERACTIVE PLANISPHERE desired by the promoters of Progress, it would then remain to write these words somewhere in the desert of the world: STOP EJECT! 
Space colonization is rooted in a worship of technological acceleration.
Virilio 10 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “The University of Disaster”, Polity Press, pg. 130) MGM

In physics, this situation goes by the name of SINGULARITY; whence the astrophysical quest for an eccentric planet that geo-engineering could possibly make habitable and adaptable to the 'future life' of the earthly genus, the genus humus - in other words, the human race.

But when Stephen Hawking tells the BBC (in the summer of 2006), that, 'once we spread out into space and establish independent colonies, our future should be safe', he in fact denies the state of play of a knowledge singularly damaged in what it has been based on ever since the world began: the geophysics of matter known as Whole Earth.

Hawking takes his contempt even further, moreover, by attributing to the speed of light the role of ensuring the salvation of history, after the abandonment of geography:

If we used chemical fuel rockets like the Apollo mission to the moon, the journey to the nearest star would take 50,000 years. This is obviously far too long to be practical . . . However, by using matter/antimatter annihilation, we can at least reach just below the speed of light. With that, it would be possible to reach the next star in about six years.

In those revealing words, where science and science fiction literally merge, the astrophysicist, a victim of postmodern illuminism, not only confirms the self-destructive urge of matter in attaining its goal. He unwittingly brings back sun worship - to the point of idolizing the acceleration of reality, this contemporary hubris of a NEOCREATIONISM that the famous BIG BANG seems to have allowed!
Space Flight

Human space flight has resulted in the destruction of local time and created a globalized timescape.

Virilio, 97 (Paul, “Open Sky,” 1997, http://goo.gl/GTqgo)

To better size up the ‘temporal catastrophe’ which the events of this fin de siecle are not managing to cover up so very well at the moment, let us hear this time not from a great traveller or aviator, but from one of the astronauts involved in man’s first steps on the moon, Buzz Aldrin: ‘The Eagle has just landed, the lunar module is perfectly still and that’s a very weird sensation. For me, a space flight is synonymous with movement. But the module isn’t moving, as though it were planted here from the beginning of time.’ It is indeed a matter of a ‘beginning’, the beginning not only of the conquest of the otherworld of extra-planetary space alone, but another beginning of time. This sudden immobility, this forced and paradoxical rest of non-motion in the space and time of another planet are literally without precedent: lunar time is no longer the same as the earth’s; this time split, revealed to the astronauts by the very particular inertia of the night star, already offers them - and them alone - a glimpse of the interference of lived time with astronomic time, much more than with the local time of a lunar region so aptly named: Tranquility Base. Unable to get their bearings within the expanse of this terra incognita, the astronauts are not so much on the moon as in the gravitational inertia of a fixed point, without spatial reference and without temporal precedence, each one of them having tested for himself de facto Zeno’s paradox: the paradox of immobility of a path. Suddenly what is ‘thrown in front of them’ is an object; only, an object without parallel. Mankind’s objective since the beginnings of astronomical observation is finally attained: the visual perspective of the Quattrocentro, as well as the offered by Galileo’s telescope, are outdistanced, outmoded by the incomparable emergence of a new temporal perspective. Since the ‘path’ (improperly named the conquest of space) has finally freed itself from the reference axis of our native Earth, it ends up finding a completely separate space between the subject and the object, extra-worldly trajectivity slipping in beside ordinary subjectivity and objectivity. And so the target attained by the arrow of the Apollo 11 mission is not so much Earth’s satellite, ‘the moon’, as the pathway itself. The being of the path of the movement involved in the conquest of space finally established its credentials in the very peculiar inertia of the Sea of Tranquility. But to better grasp the importance of this historic accident, of the telescoping achieved by man’s moon landing, which extends to the otherworld Saint-Exupery’s claim that ‘the Earth teaches us a lot more than all the books in the world’, we need to go back three centuries to the exact moment when geology discovered the deep time of the very density of out planet. As Paolo Rossi so aptly puts it in his essay, The Dark Abyss of Time, ‘Men in Hooke’s times had a past of six thousand years; those of Kant’s times were conscious of a past of millions of years.’ This sudden overtaking of history, this plunge into the mists of time that happens at the end of the seventeenth century could in fact be compared with the leap into the dark of sidereal expanse that was to culminate, at the end of this twentieth century, in the landing of man on the moon. In that distant age, which corresponds more or less to the beginning of the ‘Age of Enlightenment’, the discovery of the immensity of time must be certainly have seemed a truly major event, but I think it is going a bit far to say, as some do, that ‘we cannot hope to match its import again’, at the very moment when we are witnessing the liberation of time’s arrow, the arrow of a universal time now experienced, lived, by ‘extra-worldly’ voyagers like Aldrin, Armstrong and a handful of others. But also, more especially, the emergence of a global time that may well dispense with the concrete importance of the local time of geography that once made history. But before we ask ourselves what is, and especially what will in the near future be, the lack of depth of the present, in an age of now universal communications, we should, I think, reconsider this gradual awareness of geological layer without memory, as well as the breakdown, the telluric collapse, of knowledge of the depth of the past. Towards the end of the seventeenth century, then, the idea arises, stemming from the new study of stratigraphy, that geology contains a hidden perspective and that this is to be found everywhere beneath our feet cropping up, erupting, here and there, through certain tectonic shifts, sometimes revealing above ground the mass of a time without memory. It is a safe bet that at the time this awareness, soon universally shared, must have considerably reinforced the very notion of a fundamental localization, the hic et nunc of a growing materialism.
Venturing into space couples humanity entirely with machines – changes our relations to time, space and habitat

Conley, professor of literature, Harvard University, 99 (Verena Andermatt, “The Passenger: Paul Virilio and Feminism,” Theory Culture & Society, Vol. 16(5-6): 201-214)

Using a Heideggerian blueprint but politicizing the German philosopher's ideas, Virilio argues that the history of the West reads according to the development of technologies - from war machines to teletechnologies that include the media. It is one of increasing enframing, dispropriating and domesticating from those he calls `soldier-proletarians' to entire civilian populations. Technologies in the service of war and speed lead to a progressive loss of habitable space. He singles out two recent events that marked turning points in the history of the logistics of the West: first that of the real and symbolic crumbling of the Atlantic Wall when Allied planes flew over and penetrated into civilian territory behind. Suddenly, lines criss-crossed inside a territory and introduced war into everyday life. Citizens are no longer protected by city walls and battles lose their status as spectacles. This shift already prefigured the second event, the conquest of outer space and the advent of cyberspace that, for Virilio, dispenses with social interaction entirely by coupling man to machine. Both the historical and technological implications of these two moments determine radical changes in humans' relations to time, space and habitat.

Exploration

Escape from earth is the parallel to escape from time – we retreat away from our humanity into the excesses of technology.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

On domestic television screens, the real small step looked like a vague little hop. Conversely, the virtual giant leap was more than 200,000 miles in length and 650 million people on Earth had the illusion of accomplishing it at the same moment. So 650 million people had entered weighdessness in their own homes, 'with a sense of having taken part in a great epic of exploration', as an American journalist was to write. Today, there would be billions believing that.

All because mechanics - all forms of mechanics (kinetic, wave, statistical, etc.) - have demonstrated mathematically that they were capable of freeing humanity from the physical constraints of the real world, and of its dimensions, which are supposed to be opposed to its potentialities and the worst of which is thought to be time.

It is not, then, a Boeing which our mathemagicians propose to make vanish, but the living Earth; and it is its metaphysical double which they are progressively unveiling to us. A dead star, rapidly dubbed cyberworld or cyberspace, whereas the name cybertime would better suit this nebula, this by-product of an illusionism which, since earliest antiquity, has prospered from the public's visual limitations by destroying their capacity to distinguish between the real and what they believe to be real and true . . . Like those Greek magicians who, according to Plato, claimed even in their day to be able to recreate the planet at will.

In this Lewis Carroll-style novel, evil might be said to have become the real through the multitude of its analogue systems. Good would consist in eradicating these, in pushing them to shameful excess.

We are even seeing, under the pressure of advertising, the formation of a new bellicose mood, a kind of coalition of opposites. Everyone now believes they have to take a single, extra-terrestrial line in which, against all logic, the materialist espouses the theologian, the scientist unites with the journalist, the biologist mates with the fascist, the capitalist with the socialist, the colonialist with the decolonized, etc. From the pan-destruction of the world announced more than a century ago by Bakunin to the crazed hurrahs of the European Futurists, 'breaking their contacts with the contemptible Earth', who were soon to hand on the baton to the Hiroshima atomic scientists, with the recent psychokinetic madness of Internauts still to come . . . the war of the worlds was declared long ago, whether we like it or not, and, more than in any other war, its first casualty is truth.
The exotic dream of space and the possibilities it holds desensitizes us to the present consequences of the acceleration of technology – culminates in nuclear war.
Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

In this instance, the fixity of the obstacle rears up like some Justice of the Peace of the shift in perspective, and the tree or wall are only ever features of what the obstacle of the geophysical finiteness of a unique habitat represents, further down the track, for a species of animal every bit as much 'rural' as 'human'. It is a habitat that no transgenic engineering will make us leave, despite the postmodern ranting about some virtual space, a surrogate sixth continent for a neocolonialism every bit as illusory, in the end, as the conquest of astrophysical space by the adepts of NASA's 'manned flights' in the 1960s. Indeed, what astronautical illusion did yesterday's moon missions embody? What conquests, what 'fallout' was it a matter of, then, if not that of a space indefinitely travelable but uninhabitable!

In other words, the fallout of a cosmic vacuum bearing no relationship to biospherical space, where what is travelable is simultaneously inhabitable, where circulating and settling are one and the same 'abode'.
To so unduly privilege exotic feats to the detriment of any 'dwelling'- now- there's a crazy act for you, an action of panic deterritorialization that only 'the balance of terror' between East and West could provoke in the face of the probabilities of an atomic war making the Earth defmitively unfit for life. And so, the so-called 'conquest of space' was merely confirnution of Bossuet's observation, the cause of such 'exotic' progress only ever having been the efiect of terrorist deterrence between communism and capitalism. As a naval ofircer recently put it: 'Surely a successful military manoeuvre is a catastrophe averted just in tirne.'

Nothing is ever gained without something being lost, and, therefore, technical progress is only an agreed sacrifice; proof of this was ofiered to us yet again by the launching of deepspace astronautics during the Cold War years.

At this period in history that at one point saw the threat of the Soviet nuclear missile installation on Cuba (1962) put the all-too-precarious balance between the two great blocs at risk, planet Earth confronts a major hazard whereby, accordrng to the astrophysicist, Sir Martin Rees, 'the odds are no better than fifty-fifty that our present civilization _on Earth wlll survive to the end of the present century ... '"

This was confirmed by the historian Arthur Schlesinger, former special assistant to President John Kennedy, who clain1ed in his memoirs on the subject of the Cuban Mrssrle Crisis that: 'This was not only the n1ost dangerous n10ment of the Cold War. It was the most dangerous moment in human history.' 6

So this is it, the successful manoeuvre: the conquest of space resulting from the catastrophe of the sacrifice of the planet averted just in time, in the duel between East and . West! Strangely, such a 'military' manoeuvre seems to be enjoymg a comeback, with the Pentagon installing the first missiles of a future 'anti-missile belt' during the summer of 2004, in a rush to see them in place for the presidential elections of 2 November 2004. And this was done without any conclusive experiment verifying the effectiveness of the system. Similarly, in his election programme the incumbent president, George W Bush, did not budge from the course set at tlw beginning of the year for astronautics. And so, when the International Space Station (ISS) is complete, a new craft is set to effect its first manned mission in 2014, before taking Americans back to the moon some time between 2015 and 2020. As for Bush's Democrat opponent, John Kerry openly slammed these pointlessly costly objectives and offered no set goal and no set calendar for space exploration. 7 
Space exploration is a cosmic illusion of techno-scientific utopianism.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

After the tragedy of the Apollo XIII capsule and the midair explosion of the Challenger shuttle, the Mir space station provides in its turn an illustration of the generalized accident that has befallen the adventure of space exploration. Circumterrestrial space has at last become in everyone's eyes what it actually has been for the past thirty years: a cosmic dustbin, the dump where the astronautical industry's rubbish is deposited.

However, before it began to string together its long series of technical breakdowns over the course of 1997, this Titanic station had as early as 1991 instituted another type of accident with the Soviet Ozon mission: the time acddent, the accident of that historic time of which Andrej Ujica's documentary Out of the Present depicts the succeeding episodes.

One of the cosmonauts, Sergei Krikalev, who ultimately remained in orbit against his will for ten long months, can be seen to have anticipated not only the acceleration of his country's history - with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the return of Holy Russia - but also the acceleration of reality. In fact the Mir space station is now merely a monument among the stars. As a cosmic ruin, it is, like the Pyramids, beginning to show its great age: eleven years. It is becoming loaded with memory and it is showing its obsolescence, not to mention the confusion on the part of those aboard, accused of all evils as they are by the orbital power of the City of the Stars.

By contrast with the great inter-sidereal dream of Wernher von Braun, the Russian space station reveals the fall from grace of a caste of stellar navigators elevated to heroic status for nearly half a century for the purposes of the military-industrial complex.

After the catastrophic collapse of the USSR, reality is reasserting itself. The era of political science fiction is coming to an end and the techno-scientific myth of the industrial omnipotence of man in space is imploding. Hence the determined struggle to preserve Mir on the part of the last great world power, and also the PR launch on the Internet of the Mars Pathfinder operation, with its cute litde robot.

Here again, time has passed. The 'cosmic illusion' has become derisory - a 'comic' illusion.

With the successive reverses met with by the passengers on this rusty 'vessel', which is due for the breaker's yard, Mir is another kind of Red Square Mausoleum. Following the example of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, whose ruin led up to the end of the Soviet Union, the premature decaying of the Mir space station is the premonitory sign of an imminent collapse of the progressive myth of the conquest of the stars by humanity - of that cosmism which stepped into the void left by communism's decline at the end of the 1980s.

But today the last word is with the laws of astrophysics: the sidereal void remains a void and the current demythification of the glorious future of astronautics is probably more important for the history of our societies than the demythification of Marxism-Leninism.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, we now see a whole swathe of techno-scientific positivism crumbling away noiselessly, with the ruination of the first zenithal historic monument.

Since the beginning of the 1990s, with the end of the Cold War and the geopolitics of the Eastern and Western blocs, we have been seeing not only the unfreezing, the decomposition of the old Soviet empire, but also the collapse of the astronautical empire - in spite of the endless proliferation of observation and telecommunications satellites. Being based on the advance research of men like Hermann Oberth, to which the ruins ofPeenemiinde still bear witness, the astronautics industry is today taking on a new complexion, orientating itself, as is the case throughout the field of production, towards the automation of space probes and other astronomical reconnaissance devices, so proving the inventor of tele-technologies V.K. 

Zworykin right when he declared in the 1930s that the future of electronic television consisted in its one day being made into the 'telescope of the future' by installing TV cameras on rockets, the alleged conquest of space thus never being anything more than a mere conquest of the image of space for a world of TV viewers. All this explains today the undeniable success of both the 'Martian chronicles' of the Sojourner robot and the disastrous saga of the Mir space station. 
The dream of space exploration is a form of psychological delerium that distorts the boundaries of time and space. 

Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
As we learned it was rather difficult to separate the animal, social and territorial bodies from one another in considering Virilio's critique, since they were so heavily intertwined in their origins, yet because the territorial body is the very basis of orientation for animal and social bodies alike, it was much easier to see how it had been transformed by the empire of speed. As was shown, the effect of this is to be found both in the territorial environmental sense of green ecology, in which the living body of the earth is polluted with chemicals, oil and radioactive elements, as well as in the technical environmental sense of grey ecology, in which distances and differences are polluted by the effects of ever-increasing acceleration. This is seen in phenomena such as how with the increasing deregulation of communications technologies, the semblance of locality that was once enforced by law is now becoming subordinated to a globalitarian agenda, such as that promoted by corporate radio conglomerates Clear Channel, which because of deregulation now owns over 1,200 stations nationwide in the United States, taking advantage of this fact in order to organize right-wing 'Rally for America' demonstrations in support of the war in Iraq. It is also seen in the retreat of humanity into cyberspace with the Internet, cell phones and satellite communications and outerspace with missions to the moon, space stations and Mars, all of which have the effect of standardizing the diversity of the surface of the earth and uprooting every locality, the ill effects of which Virilio identified in the psychological delirium experienced by such revered astronauts as Buzz Aldrin after returning from space. Similarly, in the space-time between the disasters of green and grey ecologies, we saw that incidents such as Chernobyl can be seen as harbingers of what is to come, since they extend both into time, with the permanent contamination that will still be there after millennia, and space, with the nuclear cloud that extended across Europe, Asia and other continents as well, which shows that both grey and green ecology are now intertwined.
The call to abandon earth covers the desire to escape the spatio-temporal constraints of the physical world.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Within the enclosure of its terrestrial environment, reaching the threshold of an interstellar void that, far from having conquered, humanity dreads, 'The ultimate experience is an experience of what is "outside everything", when that everything excludes everything outside. '6

At the point we are coming to in the twenty-first century, what is looming is therefore not so much the end of history as the end of multiple times. Suddenly, with the extermination of the distances of the local time of geophysics, faced with the light years of a purely astrophysical time, 'man has in a way joined the omega point, which means there is nothing other than man any more and there is no outside any more outside him. '7 Here is the ultimate figure of philofolly, that is to say, of the accident in knowledge whereby 'man affirms all by his very existence, embraces all including himself within the closed circle of knowledge. 

Then, within the limits of this closure, something outrageous lies in wait, not as in 'the exile of madness' experienced by the deviants locked up in the asylums of the nineteenth century any more, but in the exodus of the philofolly of the high and mighty; those mad scientists once stigmatized by Swift, rendered powerless by the maniacal outrageousness of discoveries that aren't so much superhuman as fundamentally inhuman. 
Militarization
Military imperatives in space are a result of technological acceleration.
Bormann 6 – Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science at Northeastern, PhD in International Policies (3/2006, Natalie, “The Lost Dimension? A Virilian reading of Outer Space Weaponization”, ISA Conference in San Diego) MGM

Paul Virilio is probably best known for his critique of speed, technology and militarism. As Kellner contends, Virilio is one of the ‘most prolific critics of the drama of technology in the contemporary era, especially military technology’.6 What makes Virilio interesting for this paper is the significant conceptual connection he makes between and across technology, space, speed, and war, and with a particular eye on the ways in which technology is transforming the contemporary world, and how military imperatives are coercively underpinning societal development. He argues, for instance, that the relentless logic of speed plays a detrimental part in the militarization of (urban) space, the organization of territory, and therewith the transformation of disparate domains of our everyday life. 
Weaponization
The notion that space constitutes a territory that can be controlled by the US is flawed and based upon technological and military discourses of control.
Bormann 6 – Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science at Northeastern, PhD in International Policies (3/2006, Natalie, “The Lost Dimension? A Virilian reading of Outer Space Weaponization”, ISA Conference in San Diego) MGM

 Roger Handberg once wrote that ‘Space is first of all a place or location’ and hence, to contemplate Space simply in strategic and military terms would be disingenuous.18 And clearly, there is no denying the centrality of spatiality and spatial narratives in the forging of a weaponization of Outer Space. The articulation of certain boundary-producing imageries in the construction of legitimacy for deploying weapons in orbit has served to create a particular understanding of that which purports a response: a perpetuate crisis and the possibility of permanent war in Outer Space. Space has become an opportunity, a new frontier of competition, a canvas whereupon the imaginary of confrontation and its corresponding strategy of deploying Space weapons can be projected. Former US Secretary of State Dean Rusk put it aptly in his reaction to US and Soviet nuclear weapons tests in Space when he warned that ‘there is an increasing danger that outer space will become man’s newest battlefield’.19 The representation of a ‘battlefield’ in Space is contingent in our reading of key documents;20 for instance, in 2001, the US Space Commission evoked the powerful image that the US is an ‘attractive candidate for another Pearl Harbor’ in Space, making the case that weapons in Space were needed to counter perceived US vulnerabilities in form of an attack on a virtual US territory and habitat in orbit. Further examples for the ways in which claims to spatiality are deeply implicated in the forging of US Space weaponization abound; they range from mapping Outer Space as a ‘final frontier’, the ‘ultimate high ground’, or a space that follows ‘the rules of the road’. One finds these discourses generally embedded within the logic of the our/their space nexus coupled with the attributes of defending our space versus an offending other that allow for the drawing of the boundaries around space: • In 2004, US Strategic Command contemplated that ‘the first step in Space control is identifying exactly what’s in orbit around the Earth, who it belongs to, and its mission.21 • It further claims that Space control involves the ability to ‘ensure our use of space while denying the use to our adversaries’22 • The National Space Policy of 1996 proposes the need to assure that ‘hostile forces cannot prevent our use of space23 
Calls for weaponization represent space as a virtual battlefield – this redrawing of boundaries erases the concept of physical proximity.
Bormann 6 – Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science at Northeastern, PhD in International Policies (3/2006, Natalie, “The Lost Dimension? A Virilian reading of Outer Space Weaponization”, ISA Conference in San Diego) MGM
What should be clear by now is that material space is ‘preconstructed’ (to borrow this phrase from Bourdieu). According to Virilio, it is the technical that precedes the spatial. The possibility of new military technology underpins the ways we invent and organize our environments. And it is the effects of technology which produces Outer Space and authorizes contingent action in support of weaponization.25 The new technologies that allow us to penetrate Outer Space are producing new domains of experience and new modes of representations and perception. Now, that technology is deeply infatuated with current policies in Outer Space comes to no surprise, and we find ourselves amidst visions of ‘hyper-spectral imagery’, ‘advanced electro-optical warning sensors’, and ‘space-based radars and lasers’. But how does it relate to space? Virilio is clear on this: For once, these technologies shrink the planet (and space outwith the planet); and they do so in various ways and to various prevail. One of the most striking ways is the loss of geo-strategic strong points, since from any given spot – ground, air, exo-atmospheric – we can now use technology to reach and destroy each other. The author explains: ‘Today, the abolition of distances in time by various means [of communications and telecommunications] result in a confusion’, whereby space suffers from ‘torsion and distortion, in which the most elementary reference points disappear one by one’.26 Outer Space plays a key role in the ‘real-time’ enhancement of military operations on a global scale; satellites are not only used to spot targets as they emerge and transmit data but they also allow us to offset weapons that meet these targets anywhere and at any time. It is a well-known fact that Outer Space provided key support for the coalition forces in Afghanistan and Iraq, which are described as the most ‘digitally intensive conflicts ever’, with every military platform linked by satellite.27 However, this is not about using Outer Space for battlefield operations, this is about claiming that technology allows for Outer Space to be framed as a battlefield itself. The vision of space-based weapons makes possible the very projection of an imagination of Outer Space as a battlefield. The virtuality of Space weapons is what has allowed for the drawing of the boundaries around ‘our space’, and has allowed for ‘stationing’ weapons to control and patrol along a virtual territory with virtual frontiers (the extend of which has been determined by the reach of technology). The need for physical proximity has been erased (and therewith ‘matter’) and has been replaced with imageries of virtual boundaries that are determined by the limits and possibilities of technical reach. Space technologies have challenged the very necessity of physical presence and distance for contemplating spatiality. 

Inevitability

The notion that space weaponization is inevitable renders space determined and ensures that technological acceleration will continue until total collapse.
Bormann 6 – Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science at Northeastern, PhD in International Policies (3/2006, Natalie, “The Lost Dimension? A Virilian reading of Outer Space Weaponization”, Watson Institute, ISA Conference in San Diego) MGM

The question as to why we must care is implicit in the title of this paper: The ‘lost dimension’ is a phrase borrowed from Virilio who suggests by it the end of politics in a world of increased speed, technology and virtuality. For Virilio, and myself, this mode has always been most evident in the realm of military technology in which complexity of weapon systems reduce matter, re-create a spatial reality with ever shorter response times and with ever closer proximities, which affects the way humans judge upon and react to military threats. Virilio warns us that this process is only dwarfed by even further inventions of even further technologization. I agree; the opportunities for revealing and breaking with the logic of a (new) spatiality of Outer Space, disconnecting it from the technological that informs it, and juxtaposing it with equally possible alternative framings of space are dwindling. The perpetuation of Outer Space as a sphere of permanent war and its claims to weaponization will soon make no intervention possible. 

Full Spectrum Warfare

Full spectrum dominance creates “ecological warfare” in which all aspects of life are subordinated to military control. 

Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
Overall then, ecological warfare is a method of attaining total military dominance through the ubiquity of an 'ecological spectacle' appearing simultaneously in as many spheres as possible, a technique that is "devised to surprise the crowd by its vastness and sheer originality.. .creating fire that lasts longer than shrubbery inflamed by the sun, impact more shattering than an avalanche of rock, an upheaval comparable to an earthquake".'39This aesthetic of omnipresence at its core is also based on the technical potentiality of disappearance, as seen in military technologies ranging from the Stealth bomber to the global spy satellite system, each of which saturate the conflict zone invisibly, through the universal discipline of total surveillance or the perpetual threat of sudden death. In this sense it can also be understood as the mirror image of Virilio's conception of 'popular defense' which, as we will see below, rather than seeking to replace the conviviality of the political body with an artificial environment that can be placed under direct military control, consists of reconstructing and fortifying the mutuality of animal, social and territorial bodies to the greatest extent possible. Indeed, it is through the conception of popular defense that we can see that the inverted logic of ecological warfare cannot be limited to the military sphere but must by necessity be present throughout all of the examples examined thus far, since the mediatization of the political body has consistently relied upon the de-struction of its animal, social and territorial components, the reorganization of the perceptual regime and the installation of an artificial environment. Yet while it is true that there is increasingly significant overlap between the 'civilian' and 'military' spheres as a result of the Revolution in Military Affairs, in order to place the de-struction of the political body within the specific context of global politics, it will be necessary to retrace the broad evolution of ecological warfare as an instrument of imperial control.
The concept of full spectrum dominance makes war total and violence inevitable.

Curtis 6 – Lecturer in Critical Theory, Director of MA Programmes, Faculty of Arts at the University of Nottingham (Neal, “War and Social Theory: World, Value and Identity”, Palgrave MacMillan) MGM

In Gray’s analysis the future of war has two paths. The first is the catastrophic continuation of violence as witnessed in the genocide in Rwanda, only with massively destructive weapons and between technologically advanced and competing states, or there is the utopian redefinition of war through virtuality, digitization and simulation. It is this latter path that post-modern or cyberwar is seeking to tread. The ideal scenario for the US, as well as for those governments like Britain who see their armed forces as a node to be plugged in and out of the US military matrix when required, is complete control of the global battlespace through attaining absolute dominance over what Paul Virilio has termed ‘the logistics of perception’ (1989).6 In this situation where seeing equals killing and being seen equals being killed, complete control of information or what the US military likes to call ‘full spectrum dominance’ becomes the new deterrence. Wars are then brief sorties into the panoptical field against those who threaten a breach of the peace, thus allowing the military-industrial complex to periodically test and expend its weaponry in a spectacular display of security that further justifies increased defence spending. 
Space dominance leads to ecological warfare and engenders a permanent state of violence and destruction.
Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
It was with the first Gulf War that for the first time ecological warfare would not rely so much on the 'temporary' creation of an artificial climate but would instead rely upon the strategic deployment of the permanent technical ecology that had been put into place both during war and peace, in the form of the global spy satellite system, global telephone, television and Internet communication within both the 'military' and 'civilian' realms, which by that point had become ever harder to distinguish. With the introduction of live global television, images from the battlefront suddenly acquired an appearance of objectivity quite different from that during the coverage of prior wars in which news was always temporally deferred, thus allowing for disinformation to become a new form of censorship to replace the misinformation of times past. All of this was superimposed over the continuing backdrop of ecological warfare on the territorial ecology attained through the deployment of hundreds of thousands of depleted uranium tipped shells, which contaminated entire regions for billions of years to come, just as in Kosovo at the close of the decade these were also used extensively, as a complement to the bombing of the chemical factory at Pancevo which unleashed a toxic cloud of an order that Milosevic could only have dreamed of. In addition the legacy of 'Global Information Dominance' that began in the first Gulf War was also expanded on in Kosovo, as we learned, with the bombing of RTS Belgrade television, the broadcasting of pirate television stations from airplanes and the dropping of graphite bombs to knock out the electricity.
Hardening Assets

The constant preparation of war increases the relative speed of the military industrial complex – moots the distinction between war and peace.
Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
After the global wave of popular resistance movements in the 1960s, the empire of speed proceeded to complete its ongoing transfomation from the primacy of technologies of relative speed, such as the train, the plane and the automobile (which were inscribed in space) to the technologies of absolute speed, such as the Internet, satellite broadcasting and closed circuit surveillance (which were inscribed in time); as Virilio points out, "soon after 1968, it is true, surveillance cameras had appeared at the entrances to the grande ecoles and universities, and this new equipment was also used to keep watch on the boulevards and major junctions of the capital. With this great shift from war on the territorial and social ecologies to war on the technical ecology as well, came a concomitant shift in the tactics employed by the 'descendants' of these movements, which like those before them, sought to maintain the continuity of the ancient method of popular defense even in the midst of a rapidly changing
This double movement between the two emerged because while in the centuries before Auschwitz, Hiroshima, Chernobyl and other such technoscientific atrocities had taken place, "it was normal then to believe in the completely beneficial nature of science and technology; this would be inconceivable in the 21" century".227Thus in the new millennium, only those tactics which counter the violence of technocracy with the asymmetrical strategy of imaginative resistance and minimal violence will be left as viable options; as Virilio explains, this is because "one cannot use violence against what is already violence, one can only reinforce it, take it to extremes - in other words, to the State's maximum power...[and therefore] today, the only recourse is non- violence".228Of all countries in which a movement of this sort might emerge, Virilio argues that the United States would be the most important since "they occupy the best position insofar as they also have an extraordinary amount of information on the war machine at their disposal, which doesn't exist elsewhere"; indeed, it was for this reason that he "personally got in touch with the Archbishop of Seattle, Raymond G. Hunthausen, who was one of the first...to encourage in his parish the non-payment of that part of federal taxes reserved for arms development".229But he does not limit the concept of popular defense to such timeless tactics of this sort since as he sees it, one of the primary motives driving the transformation from relative to absolute speed has been the recuperation of the demands made by such movements; for instance, Virilio argues that with the dissolution of the separation between peace and war as a result of the new primacy of logistics, resistance to war must oppose not so much war itself as the tendency toward war, the perpetual preparation for its realization through the continual production of its logistical means; in other words, for him, what isn't being asked nearly enough today is "how do you kill the ultimate weapon? We could say the same thing about what happened in 1789. How do you kill the monarch after a revolution which has done away with the monarchy? Today the question would be: how do you kill nuclear monarchy, the weapon present 'by divine right' at the center of our society, of our societies? That's the real question. 
Communications

The increasing speed of communication and visual comprehension has erased global boundaries outside and destroyed the notion of time.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

The more that time intervals are abolished, the more the image of space dilates: 'You would think that an explosion had occurred all over the planet. The least nook and cranny are dragged out of the shade by a stark light,' wrote Ernst Junger of that illumination which lights up the reality of the world.

The coming of the 'live', of 'direct transmission', brought about by turning the limit-speed of waves to effect, transforms the old 'tele-vision' into a planetary grand-scale optics.

With CNN and its various offshoots, domestic television has given way to tele-surveillance. This sudden focusing - a security-orientated phenomenon of the media monitoring of the life of nations - heralds the dawn of a particular form of day, which totally escapes the diurnal-nocturnal alternation that previously structured history.

With this false day, produced by the illumination of telecommunications, an artificial sun rises, an emergency lighting system which ushers in a new time: world time, in which the simultaneity of actions should soon gain precedence over their successive character.

With visual (audiovisual) continuity progressively taking over from the territorial contiguity of nations, which has now declined in importance, the political frontiers were themselves to shift from the real space of geopolitics to the 'real time' of the chronopolitics of the transmission of images and sounds. Two complementary aspects of globalization have, then, to be taken into account today: on the one hand, the extreme reduction of distances which ensues from the temporal compression of transport and transmissions; on the other, the current general spread of tele-surveillance. A new vision of a world that is constandy 'tele-present' twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, thanks to the artifice of this 'transhorizon optics' which puts what was previously out of sight on display.

'The destiny of every image is enlargement,' declared Gaston Bachelard. It is science, techno-science, which has taken responsibility for this fate of images. In the past, it did so with the telescope and the microscope. In the future, it will do so with a domestic tele-surveillance that will exceed the stricdy military dimensions of this phenomenon.

The exhaustion of the political importance of extension, which is a product of the unremarked pollution by acceleration of the life-size nature of the terrestrial globe, demands the invention of a substitute grand-scale optics.

This is an active (wave) optics, replacing in a thoroughgoing way the passive (geometric) optics of the era of Galileo's spy-glass. And doing so as though the loss of the horizon-line of geographical perspective imperatively necessitated the establishment of a substitute horizon: the 'artificial horizon' of a screen or a monitor, capable of permanently displaying the new preponderance of the media perspective over the immediate perspective of space. With the relief of the 'tele-present' event then taking precedence over the three dimensions of the volume of objects or places here present ...

This helps us better to understand the sudden multiplication of those 'great lights' that are meteorological or military observation satellites. The repeated sending into orbit of communications satellites, the spread of metropolitan video-surveillance or, alternatively, the recent development of live-cams on the Internet. All this contributing, as we have seen, to the inversion of the usual conceptions of inside and outside. Finally, this generalized visualization is the defining aspect of what is generally known today as virtualization. The much-vaunted 'virtual reality' is not so much a navigation through the cyberspace of the networks. It is, first and foremost, the amplification of the optical density of the appearances of the real world. 

An amplification which attempts to compensate for the contraction of distances on the Earth, a contraction brought about by the temporal compression of instantaneous telecommunications. In a world in which obligatory tele-presence is submerging the immediate presence of individuals (in work, trade, etc.), television can no longer be what it has been for half a century: a place of entertainment or of the promotion of culture; it must, first and foremost, give birth to the world time of exchanges, to this virtual vision which is supplanting the vision of the real world around us. 
Communications technology functions as an information prosthetic that destroys our ability to see for ourselves.

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
In addition, Virilio analyzes and denounces what he calls "a pernicious industrialization of vision" (1997b: 89) and what he fears is a displacement of vision by machines. Virilio is afraid that increasingly visions machines are seeing for us, ranging from cameras to video to satellite surveillance to nanotechnology which probes the body (and next the mind?). For Virilio, we are increasingly subjected to bombardment by images and information and thus by "a discreet pollution of our vision of the world through the sundry tools of communication" (1997b: 96). Moreover, he fears, media like cinema and television train and constrain vision, leading to degradation of vision and experience: "If, according to Kafka, cinema means pulling a uniform over your eyes, television means pulling on a straitjacket, stepping up an eye training regime that leads to eye disease, just as the acoustic intensity of the walkman ends in irreversible lesions in the inner ear" (1997b: 97). Shrilly technophobic and consistently hysterical, Virilio demonizes modern information and communication technologies, suggesting that they are do irreparable damage to the human being. Sometimes over-the-top rhetorical, as in the passage just cited, Virilio's 1990's comments on new information technology suggest that he is deploying the same model and methods to analyze the new technologies that he used for war technology. He speaks regularly of an "information bomb" that is set to explode (1995a, 1995b, 1995c, 1997a, and 1997b), evoking the specter of "a choking of the senses, a loss of control of reason of sorts" in a flood of information and attendant disinformation.
Calls for more efficient communication are emblematic of the global acceleration of technology.
Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: Well, the old politics of acceleration were mainly about transport. That is, the possibilities inherent in moving goods from one place to another, or, perhaps equally importantly, moving troops from one point to another. This means that acceleration bore next to no relationship to information. You had pigeons, and other methods of despatching, but through the ages there was hardly any acceleration of information transmission. But today, that is, since the beginning of the 20th century, acceleration is mainly about the increasing speed of information transmission. Sure, transportation has been constantly speeded up too, but, today, the major development is the increasing speed of information transmission, and the quest for the attainment of real time. Information transmission is thus no longer concerned with the bringing about of a relative gain in velocity, as was the case with railway transport compared to horse power, or jet aircraft compared to trains, but about the absolute velocity of electromagnetic waves. 

Military Satellites

Deployment of satellites and technology create a new type of information warfare that dominates society. 

Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
The overall effect of this transformation was that the bipolar military balance was suddenly thrown into a state of anomie, a process that the war in Kosovo would push further with the disruption of the multipolar political balance, since it was in this conflict that the US would seek to establish a unipolar world not only by breaking with the UN Security Council, but also with NATO, snubbing the vast majority of its member nations; as Virilio points out, "the decline of coalition warfare on the part of NATO and also the programmed end of coalition politics on the part of the UN can make a very substantial contribution to creating total American hegemony".'64 Indeed, the political background of the Kosovo War allowed America to use the excuse of a 'human rights war' to implement the doctrine of Global Information Dominance (GID), an expansion of the new form of ecological warfare tested in Iraq, in which the military attains complete control over the circumterrestrial perception of every square inch of the earth's surface, through a broad array of strategically placed global optics; as Virilio explains, "the power of this system rests on three fundamental principles: the permanent presence of satellites over territories, the real-time transmission of the information gathered and lastly, the ability to perform rapid analysis of the data transmitted to the various general staffs".'65 All three of these principles were key elements throughout the conflict in Kosovo, in which what Virilio terms a 'Perceptron' (after Foucault's Panopticon) brought together a vast network of spy satellites, GPS technologies, radar, audio and optical imagery as well as manned and unmanned reconnaissance aircraft; this was of the utmost importance, since "deterrence can be maintained only by constant innovation in weapons systems capable of surprising and hence defeating the enemy...after the IMF or the WTO and beyond NATO and the United Nations, preparations are being made for the emergence of a world security force, which would depend not so much on a UN coalition policy as on the pure deterrent power of a 'weapons ecosystem' closely combining the atom and information bombs".'66 Thus the Anglo-Saxon fleet in being would dominate the technical ecologies of cyberspace and outerspace just as they had the territorial ecologies of land, sea and air in the past; as Virilio puts it, "after the ground offensive, the invasion of countries along a now obsolete 'front line', we have today the aero-orbital offensive". But the problems inherent in such an internally contradictory strategy of on the one hand promoting the ethics of America's supposedly 'humanitarian' concerns in the Balkans and on the other the anti-ethics of consistently placing logistics over strategy and tactics, are brilliantly illuminated by Virilio's insight that, paradoxical as it might be, when it is claimed that warfare will be based on empathy for the Other, the only options left are those of the extremes of either total war or total surrender. Thus he points out, "the untimely air offensive on the Balkans, which exceeds the legitimate authority of the UN in terms of international security, can be seen, then, to mark a deep transformation.. .total war is now directed not so much against the enemy's war machines as against the atmospheric ecosystem of the target country. Hence the strange inversion in the nature of the victims of a conflict unleashed 'in the name of human rights' - a conflict in which most of the casualties are civilian and the military personnel appear to be a protected species".'68 In addition to choreographing the perceptions of the global television audience through a steady stream of disinformation, the American led forces waged total war on the technical ecology by bombing RTS Belgrade television and concomitantly broadcasting radio and television propaganda from Hercules EC 130E planes, thus negating the possibility of any information sources independent of NATO control. In addition to this was the massive deployment of graphite bombs, knocking out electrical power throughout the cities and thereby cutting off communications of all kinds; as Virilio points out, "when you know that, in a nuclear war, atomic power stations are major targets, you can better understand the value of the test carried out by NATO in the  Balkans " .In addition, the territorial ecology was also subject to the designs of 'total humanitarianism', as seen in the bombing of the polyvinyl chloride complex in Pancevo, a catastrophe that leaked toxic vapors throughout the region's water supplies and airspace, thus leading officials to calmly advise pregnant women to "abort their fetuses or avoid fertilization for at least two years".'70Thus at the dusk of the 20" century, Virilio reflects that it was a time in which world order shifted from the deterrence of the 'strong by the strong' in the years after 1945 until the implosion of the Soviet Union in 1989, to the deterrence of 'the weak by the weak' in the years until the appearance of the Kosovo War in 1999, which would then be followed by the deterrence of 'the mad by the mad' with the dawning of the 21" century.

Commercial Satellites
The use of commercial satellites allows economic warfare to attain absolute speed and control every aspect of life.
Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

Once again, then, we see economic warfare advancing under the cover of promoting the greatest freedom of communication, and in this kind of 'informational' conflict, advertising strategies have to be recast.

In his book, LA Publicite est-elle une anne absolue?, the chairman of the Jump agency, Michel Hebert, tries to demonstrate the need for 'guerrilla business', explaining that the chain of communication has to be transformed from top to bottom.6

Hence the resistible rise of so-called interactive advertising, which combines audiovisual entertainment with marketing effectiveness.

In France today, 700,000 households can show their interest in a product presented in a television advert by simply pressing the OK button on their remote control keypad, thanks to the 'Open TV' and 'Media Highway' software (for the TPS and Canal Satellite channels respectively). This is the consecration on mass TV of a kind of advertising which previously existed only on the Internet.

From interactive to comparative advertising is only a small step. A small step for man, but a giant leap for inhumanity. A giant leap towards 'mass snooping', the industrialization of informing.

'Comparisons are misleading', as the old saying goes. But currendy, with the single market's requirement for global competition, comparison has become a globalitarian phenomenon, which requires the full-scale over-exposure not just of places - as with the remote surveillance of roads - but also of persons, their behaviour, their actions and innermost reactions. 

Thus the misleading nature of enforced competition becomes a part of our economic, political and cultural activities.

The multinational enterprise sidelines the weak at their keypads; it sidelines these new 'citizens of the world' as mere consumers of a kind of parlour game in which the conditioned reflex wins out over shared reflection. Might is right, but not rational here in a statistical phenomenon of the massification of social behaviour which threatens democracy itself.

As Albert Camus wittily observed, 'When we are all guilty, that will be true democracy!'
After ordinary 'grassing', calumny and slander- not to mention the social ravages of rumour-mongering, free telephone lines for 'informers' and telephone taps on suspects - we are now entering the era of optical snooping.

This is bringing a general spread of surveillance cameras, not just into the streets, avenues, banks or supermarkets, but also into the home: in the housing estates of the poorer districts and, above all, with the worldwide proliferation of 'live-cams' on the Internet, where you can visit the planet from your armchair thanks to Earthcam, a server which already has 172 cameras sited in twenty-five countries. Or, alternatively, you can have access through Netscape Eye to thousands of on-line cameras angled not just at tourism and business but towards a generalized introspection.

These are emblematic of a universal voyeurism which directs everyone's gaze towards privileged 'points of view', the sudden increase in 'points of view' never being any other than a heralding of the future 'points of sale' of the latest globalization: the globalization oj the gaze oj the single eye. Active (wave) optics, which revolutionizes the traditional passive (geometric) optics of the era of Galileo's telescope, as though the loss of the horizon of geographical perspective necessitated the establishment of a substitute horizon - the artificial horizon of a screen or a monitor capable of permanently displaying the preponderance of the media perspective, the relief of the 'tele-present' event taking precedence over the three dimensions of the volume of the objects or places here present.

Hence this proliferation of 'great lights in the sky' observation or communications satellites - which are preparing to saturate the orbital space of our planet, with the launch of Motorola's Iridium project, ofTeledesic and the Akatel company's Skybridge.

'Faster, smaller, cheaper' - this NASA slogan could shortly become the watchword of globalization itself. But with one nuance, since the speed and smallness in question would no longer refer to devices designed to conquer extra-terrestrial space, but to our geography at the moment of its sudden temporal compression. 

Surveillance

The use of satellites for surveillance creates a society of control the accelerates technological dominance.

Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
It is because of this focus on the political culmination of the animal, social and territorial bodies that Virilio's phenomenology intersects so notably with that of Arendt, although he is considerably more willing to articulate the unique forms of totalitarianism found in the 'liberal democracies' than she, with her focus primarily being on the forms that emerged under Hitler and Stalin In fact his very critique of the technological splitting of the political body seems to essentially replace her 'iron band of terror', which she argues brings about a state of 'organized loneliness' through instrumental alienation of animal bodies from the body politic, with his own concept of the 'empire of speed', whereby 'iron' becomes the 'technology' that facilitates the implementation of what he calls 'multiple solitude'. He also elaborates on both her discussion of the shrinking of the expanse of the territorial body by communications technologies as an instrument of imperial control, as well as her critique of the will to 'escape velocity' marked by the launch of the first satellite into space, each of which he sees as working toward the destruction of the political body and its replacement by the speed body, an 'iron band' of organized loneliness on the global level that will form the basis for a Global City of the 21" century to replace the One Man of the 20th century. Although he is certainly no antihumanist, poststructuralist or even late structuralist; since the late 1970s Virilio has elaborated on the Foucauldian concepts of surveillance and panopticism, modifying the discussion through an engagement with Merleau-Ponty, reframing the Panopticon as a 'Perceptron'; in other words, as a technical disciplining of the body made functional by way of a vast apparatus of urban planning, surveillance cameras, web cameras, internet tracking and spy satellites. Virilio sees this 'society of control' as functioning through a new political anatomy whereby the military-information complex becomes the symmetrical inversion of the 'information proletariat' subjected to it, through a complex of cybernetic communications and instrumental techniques that make the virtual soul the prison of the cyborg body, which has by that point taken over from its organic counterpart.

Using satellites to monitor threats and launch weapons reduces individuals to points on a grid and allows indiscriminate killing
Virilio and Armitage 97 – *Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris AND **teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage, http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: There was, for me, this crucial development, of which nobody, once again, seemed aware of. Everybody was talking about Orwellian remote control and surveillance, with cameras all over the place, scanning the city. I agree, it is scary, the Orwell scenario, police cameras everywhere. But there is something worse, which gives its title to The Vision Machine: a device to see with. For it means that an inanimate object now can see for itself. A remote camera, for example, is for the use of a policeman or a security guard. There is someone behind it who does the viewing. Nothing special about that and nothing to worry about. But behind the vision machine there is nobody. There is only a micro-receiver, and a computer. A door can ‘recognize’ me, as it were. This set up without a human spectator means that there is now vision without a gaze. And let me remind you that the research on the vision machine –  that is its official name, I did not invent it – was for the Cruise missile! Cruise missiles were equipped with detection radar and built-in mapping systems. They had maps charting their course towards Teheran or Leningrad. The device was constantly surveying the ground with radar and checking it against the map to make sure the missile was on course. No need for a vision machine here, the radar does the work. But, at the final approach stage, a vision machine is necessary, in order to film the target and choose the window to enter the building or the door to the bunker. These vision machines are an improvement on what are called `shape recognition devices'. They are like those industrial machines that punch holes in metal sheets. They come equipped with a microchip that enables them to recognize the shape of the sheet they're supposed to punch holes in. This is termed contour recognition, which is not fully fledged vision yet. A further development has led to the devising of highly sophisticated vision machines for Cruise missiles. This means that Cruise missiles are endowed with a gaze even though it is an automatic one . . . JA: But all this is not being carried out for the machines themselves. It is being carried out by, or at least on behalf of, human beings, even if none are directly involved? . . . PV: No, nobody is there. Well, ultimately, yes, of course, but when you've got a camera, you make a film, and then you view it. Here the object is looking for itself, the Cruise missile looks for itself. To me, something like this is an unheard of event. Imagine this table we are sitting around starting to look for itself! 
Use of satellites for surveillance and control censors our ability to perceive the world independently and displaces our agency onto technology.
Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
Another way in which our perception of the world is being censored is that which results from the increasing prominence of surveillance cameras in our everyday lives, from the global spy satellite system, easily capable of zeroing in on any person at any time, to the government, military and private surveillance cameras proliferating throughout the urban centers of the world, with such features as face-recognition software with direct feeds to Pentagon offices, this globalization of panopticism has now supplanted the situation of just a few decades ago when we could still perceive the world directly without this paranoia-inducing saturation of the visual field. One group that is attempting to challenge this development by reversing the flowchart and using the imperial weapons of surveillance against them, is the Situationist-inspired Surveillance Camera Players (SCP), out of New York City; the tactics which they employ originally emerged during the Nazi surveillance of the English military - as Virilio explains, "rather than attempt to interfere with this, the Allies decided to take part in the mise en scene of Hitler's newsreel and intelligence films. Their main technique was not classical camouflage but on the contrary, overexposure".251Thus, phoney vehicles, ships, troop deployments, radio-conversations and other oddities appeared throughout the landscape as choreographed decoys in order to trick the aerial cinematographers; "and to add a final touch of authenticity, public figures, including King George himself, and Generals Eisenhower and Montgomery, were invited to visit the spurious docks, ships and building sites."252This kind of theatrically-based counter-information warfare is exactly the kind that is now being used by the SCP, who perform plays in front of surveillance cameras installed inconspicuously in public places in order to draw attention to them; of course, unlike the Allied forces, their purposes are not to defend yet another form of centralized power but rather to undermine it altogether by disrupting the surveillance system as much as possible; as Bill Brown, one of the group's founders, has explained his vision for what might replace it, such a transformation would necessarily require: a gradual collapsing back to the human scale. Surveillance cameras are a specialized outgrowth of the police department. The police department are themselves a specialized outgrowth of the community as a whole. So that you could say it is possible to be unconditionally opposed to the cameras by saying 'I not only want to get rid of the cameras, I want to get rid of the police departments themselves'. Replace both by communities that watch themselves....you can still have governance; it would be self-governance, as in the police come from the community instead of being an artificial prosthesis, in the same way that the cameras are an artificial prosthesis jutting out of the police.. .if we want to stop crime what we do is start educating people to watch out for each other...asrecently as when 1was 25, this city scared the shit out of me and I couldn't bring my girlfriends here, I couldn't take my wallet out because someone would come and steal my wallet. I realized that if that's what I believed, then that's what all these people believe, which is why they want a cop on the beat and a camera and an army. Get rid of this internal infantilization and we don't even need armies.253 Clearly then the SCP are one of the best examples of popular defense to have emerged in the era of absolute speed, not only because of the related arguments they make in this statement, nor the Virilian language with which they do so, but also because of the tactics they use while working towards this vision; throughout the downtown areas of North America, Europe and the rest of the world they have mapped out the locations of surveillance cameras and then disseminated this information to the population in order to inspire locals to become engaged in the issue themselves rather than relying on some exterior entity to take care of it for them. In doing so they have helped to disclose the locations of thousands of surveillance cameras throughout New York City, where, after September 11, those who once called him a conspiracy theorist are beginning to take him seriously, as officials proceed to install hundreds more in the name of the war on terror; they have also demonstrated that, for whatever reason, Portland, Oregon has a far higher proportion of government owned cameras in public places than most American cities, as well as that its newer buildings, such as the Hatfield Federal Building, have gone so far as to incorporate them into their exterior architecture, making them more difficult to spot. In addition to such cartographic disclosures, the group also leads regularly occurring walking tours of the cameras' locations, and in the summer months, even perform unannounced plays in front of them, including silent adaptations of Orwell's 1984 and Reich's The Mass Psychology of Fascism; while the plays are largely directed at the security officers, police officers and military personnel on the other side of the lens, they typically draw sizeable crowds of pedestrians in the process, thus helping to demystify the seriousness, secrecy and ubiquity on which they thrive. While the SCP clearly pose no physical threat to those entities who place these cameras in the public arena, any lingering doubts as to whether they are understood as a threat nonetheless, should be dispelled by the fact that in the past several years their website has been visited literally thousands of times by such international entities as NATO and the International Atomic Energy Agency, by such American entities as the CIA, FBI, NSA and Department of Homeland Security, and by such foreign entities as the Australian Department of Defense, the Taiwanese Coast Guard, the English Defense and Research Agency, the Brazilian Supreme Federal Tribunal, the Argentinean Supreme Court, and the British Columbian Data Network Services. Much like Virilio himself, while the SCP are apparently obsessed with the totalitarian elements of new technologies, they are careful not to allow the resistance they are mounting to be recuperated by the very technologies they critique, placing their website at a rung below the politics of everyday life; in fact, as Brown puts it, "I want to suggest that technology is never a useful tool in solving problems relating to fear, psychology, safety.. .these need human solutions, not technological ones".25

GPS

GPS systems delocalize war and allow the acceleration of militarism and violence.
Virilio 2k – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “Ctheory Interview With Paul Virilio: The Kosovo War Took Place In Orbital Space”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.ctheory.net/articles.aspx?id=132) MGM

Paul Virilio: GPS not only played a large and delocalizing role in the war in Kosovo but is increasingly playing a role in social life. For instance, it was the GPS that directed the planes, the missiles and the bombs to localised targets in Kosovo. But may I remind you that the bombs that were dropped by the B-2 plane on the Chinese embassy — or at least that is what we were told — were GPS bombs. And the B-2 flew in from the US. However, GPS are everywhere. They are in cars. They were even in the half-tracks that, initially at least, were going to make the ground invasion in Kosovo possible. Yet, for all the sophistication of GPS, there still remain numerous problems with their use. The most obvious problem in this context is the problem of landmines. For example, when the French troops went into Kosovo they were told that they were going to enter in half-tracks, over the open fields. But their leaders had forgotten about the landmines. And this was a major problem because, these days, landmines are no longer localised. They are launched via tubes and distributed haphazardly over the territory. As a result, one cannot remove them after the war because one cannot find them! And yet the ability to detect such landmines, especially in a global war of movement, is absolutely crucial. Thus, for the US, GPS are a form of sovereignty! It is hardly surprising, then, that the EU has proposed its own GPS in order to be able to localise and to compete with the American GPS. As I have said before, sovereignty no longer resides in the territory itself, but in the control of the territory. And localisation is an inherent part of that territorial control. As I pointed out in The Art of the Motor and elsewhere, from now on we need two watches: a wristwatch to tell us what time it is and a GPS watch to tell us what space it is! 
View From Above

The global view dissolves subjectivity and moots the divisions of time and space.

Der Derian, professor of international relations at Brown University, 98 (James, “virtually wagging the dog,” 1998, http://www.watsoninstitute.org/infopeace/vy2k/wagging-the-dog.cfm)

Chapter three, 'The Shrinking Effect', returns to the grand theme of Virilio - the political effects of speed. 'With acceleration there is no more here and there, only the mental confusion of near and far, present and future, real and unreal - a mix of history, stories, and the hallucinatory utopia of communication technologies'(p. 35). Again, a brief, impressionistic account of such technologies follows, stretching thinly from the political role of gazettes and pamphlets in the French revolution, to the acceleration of diplomacy by the telegraph before the first world war, to the first use of radio broadcasts in the U.S. presidential elections of 1920. The coeval emergence of a mass media and an industrial army is recounted as the signifying moment of modernity. With the collapse of distance through communication technologies comes a 'a parallel information market' of propaganda, illusion, dissimulation. However, technological accelerants like satellite link-ups, real-time feeds, and high-resolution video threaten the power of television to dissimulate. With the appearance of a global view comes the disappearance of the viewer subject: in the immediacy of perception, our eyes become indistinguishable from the camera's optics, and critical consciousness goes missing. So too will the sovereign subjectivity of the state: 'Territorial distance and media proximity make an explosive cocktail' (p. 57). Virilio considers the end of communism to be merely the first victim of the data coup d'état: At the end of the 1980s, when Mikhail Gorbachev implemented glasnost, before being eliminated with the help of the media he had freed, or when the same media stage Tiananmen Square or triumphantly orchestrated the fall of the Berlin Wall and the overturning of the bronze giants of communism's demigods, it was very much the birth pangs of a data coup d'état that we were witnessing, with the revelation of the absolute incompatibility between old national, political and economic territories and the contemporaneity of a universal dromos that has finally been achieved. (p. 57)
Telescopes

Telescopic exploration is rooted in a desire to conquer true utopia and provide space for neverending expansion.
Virilio 10 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “The University of Disaster”, Polity Press, pg. 19-20) MGM

So, having omitted to consider outer limits, or completion for what it is, science then gives up the idea of inhabiting the expanse that saw it come into existence as material, as a field, and projects itself into the incommensurable immensity of an open system. There, astrophysics can look like some sort of progress in astronomic knowledge, but surely not like a solution to the crucial problems now confronting humanity. You would think the serenity needed for science could only be found now in contemplation of spectacles devoid of drama, devoid of historic tragedies, except for great cosmic catastrophes like the explosion of a 'supernova', or perhaps traces of the remote BIG BANG.

With contemplation via astronomic telescopes, followed by computer screens, having replaced perception of events, in anticipation of the arrival of domestic television, the TELEOBJECTIVITY of telescopes only strongly intensified the distancing, the retreat of the realities of that 'immediate materiality' that was, nonetheless, the very basis of our practical knowledge.

This is where the true utopia finally lies, in this omission of the territorial body that has seen the birth of all organic vitality. And this deterritorialisation heralded the deterritorialisation of the world of an 'actuality' that definitively eliminates, it would seem, the urgent need for a political geography of the civilisations to come.

'Let no one blame our isolation on destiny!' cried Holderlin. 'We and we alone take pleasure in flinging ourselves into the night of the unknown. If we could, we'd abandon the realm of the sun and tear off beyond its limits.'3

That is now a done deal with the quest for these EXOPLANETS destined tomorrow to replace an outmoded planet whose obsolescence still saddens us, even though the idea of some sort of 'totalisation' is completely meaningless: 'Even if it were to go on for millions of years still, the world will end without being completed,' Merleau-Ponty warned us. 
Robotics

The call for robotic exploration of space eliminates the human element in astronautics and makes us slaves of technology.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

In space, it has definitely been the case for some time now that human beings are just an additional handicap. The extra cost which astronauts represent makes them like contemporary proletarians in the great global companies. Sooner or later they will have to be dismissed, since, there also, hyper-productivity requires automation and a slimmed-down workforce.

If, for example, we believe Edward Stone, the director of the NASA centre responsible for carrying out automatic probes and the man at the origin of the Voyager programme, 3 these robots were supposed to observe only two planets, but the wealth of data garnered when Jupiter and Saturn were overflown in 1979 and 1981 made the Americans decide to extend their mission to the bounds of our galaxy, 'where no humanly produced instrument has ever gone to make measurements'. 4

The word is out. The point is not so much now to explore as to measure. And in this particular 'Star Wars', there is a future for the the chercheuse.5
The disappointments of the cosmonauts of the Mir space station marvellously illustrate the discredit into which men at work have fallen - those voyagers on 'manned flights' who are not content merely to read the gauges, but wish to gauge the foil reality of the world and what lies beyond it. Surely this reflects once more the baneful influence of the technical rat race? 

'Acceleration weighs more heavily than work itself,' wrote Ernst Jiinger. 'Growing haste is a symptom of a world turned into figures.'6

Today, beneath the very extremism of the results of research in the fields of physics and biophysics, doubt is creeping in, not only regarding the nature of progress, but as to what is becoming of'science'.
Troubled by the development of 'accidents', some researchers are even becoming wary of their own work and are desperately trying to set some limits beyond which they will not go, thus bringing about the 'integral accident' of positivism.

'Behind the unquenchable thirst of scientific speculation lies more than mere curiosity. The first steps on the moon did, admittedly, advance knowledge, but they disappointed our hopes,' wrote Jiinger once again. 'Space travel can lead to other goals than the ones it sets itself.'7
With the opposing sagas of the Mir space station and the Mars Pathfinder probe, this sudden disheartening effect of science is solidly back on the agenda.

In a recent interview Claude Allegre, the French minister for 'research and technology', declared: 'We were clearly on the wrong track with manned flight. On the other hand, I'm convinced that the exploration of Mars or Venus offers genuine scientific prospects.'

An official declaration in these terms amounts to a declaration of war on the already ancient company of astronauts - a challenge to whichJean-Loup Chretien, the French space-flight veteran (aged fifty-nine), reacted by readying himself to join the Mir space station. And a similar response can be seen from Senator John Glenn (aged seventy), the American pioneer of orbital flight, who requested readmission to the space programme to carry out a shuttle mission aimed at 'studying the effects of weightlessness on old age'. 

World Governance

The global city is the culmination of acceleration – technology creates an empire of speed that destroys the natural world.

Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
The overall effect of this 'national deconstruction' is that the empire of speed is now solidifying into a single global city, in which not only the specificity of nations, but also the uniqueness of cities is dissolved and mediatized through the 'single medium' of transportation and transmission technologies; this is the 'overexposed city' within which populations are kept in line in through a vast network of surveillance cameras, character profiling, militarized police and anornic fragmentation. The origins of this development are found in Virilio's notation that, "at the beginning of the 60's, with black ghettoes rioting, the mayor of Philadelphia announced: 'from here on in, the frontiers of the State pass to the interior of the cities"',108a harbinger that he then compares to the Berlin Wall, religious apartheid in Belfast, the partition of Beirut, the gutting of Detroit, the evacuation of Liverpool and the fragmentation of Los Angeles .This globalization of anomie he says, is a result of the fact that "when the national State is pulled simultaneously at the top and the bottom, there is no remaining transnational State and there is a movement toward the State of civil war"."0 In the wake of the partitioned destruction of the local city then, we witness the rise of 'metroplex' cities built around and modeled on the international airport, what with its surprise inspections, border patrol agents, intensive surveillance systems and magnetized doorways. This transition is primarily a result of the shift from the technologies of real space to those of real time, such that "from here, continuity is ruptured in time, in a time that advanced technologies and industrial redeployment incessantly arrange through a series of interruptions, such as plant closures, unemployment, casual labor, and successive or simultaneous disappearing acts"."' This rupture is then exacerbated by the proliferation of internet, satellite, cable and cell phone networks as well as bullet trains and supersonic jets, all of which tend to destroy the interiority of the city and replace it with a technological space-time in which the 'natural day' of the sun and moon is replaced with the 'false day' of electric lighting, surveillance technology and television. Once one has 'entered' this city of speed, it becomes abundantly clear that spatial organization is not nearly as important as temporal organization and that this shift has dramatic effects on the practice of politics; as Virilio observes, "everyone is busily waiting in front of some communications or telecommunications apparatus, lining up at tollbooths.. .work occupies the center of time, while uncontrolled time of vacations and unemployment form a periphery, the suburbs of time...consider, for example, the irruption phenomenon, in which the City allows itself to be seen thoroughly and completely.. .where once the polis inaugurated a political theater, with its agora and its forum, now there is only a cathode-ray screen, where the shadows and spectres of a community dance amid their processes of disappearance".112

Aliens

The drive to discover alien life is the drive to break free from earthly constraints on acceleration and growth.

Virilio 10 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “The University of Disaster”, Polity Press, pg. 124-126) MGM

'The Day constitutes the great Rhythm, the natural dialectic of creation, and this rhythm is both rest and movement. '6 This youngest Day is the REVELATION that makes each of us, through birth and humility, a 'revelationary' more than a 'revolutionary' figure in the great movement of a restless and purposeless progress, which has turned history into a sphere rather than a vicious circle, a dromosphere of accelerating reality. In this acceleration, headlong flight is never more than a triumph without a future; a Pyrric victory in which the avant-gardes' flight from reason is merely a dead end in a will to power whose arrogance seems derisory. Which is now borne out by the current state of the quest for 'extraterrestrial life', with the abandonment of US government funding for the Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence (Seti) programme and its underlying postulate: 'the banality principle' that pinned its hopes on the discovery of 'signs of life' -since our old planet was so ordinary, so utterly banal, there simply had to be other similar ones out there on which 'life would have emerged just as automatically as on ours'.

This is a strange turn for cosmic evolutionism to take, since it seems our tiny planet is not, in the end, as banal as all that. That fact has hit one exobiologist hard: he now thinks that 'we might well be absolutely alone in the Universe'.

In no way disarmed, even so, by the probable nonexistence of another habitable celestial object, our demiurges have gone so far as to actually suggest the creation of a 'quasiterrestrial' atmosphere, designed to make a star hostile to life viable. Such 'creationism' goes by the name of TERRA FORMATION ...

All this is too close for comfort to the crazy excesses of the old Soviet Union and not at all reassuring about the future of a progressivist intelligence or of a UNIVERSAL knowledge, that has turned 'extra-rational' every bit as much as 'extraterrestrial' - along the lines of the red star of Sputnik, or of those gigantic nature-transforming public works which led populations not so much towards the 'radiant future' of some kind of atheist communism as towards the negative horizon of a COSMISM doomed to degenerate into a 'progressive' cult, a state religion. A marvel of technical know-how, 'creationism' is clearly back. As a materalist cult, it won't fail to go beyond positivism to become a true ILLUMINISM, tomorrow, just as it was in the Soviet Union, yesterday. This belated and ultimately 'extra-solar' sun worship is already foreshadowed by the instantaneity of these airwaves, these mass media that literally mesmerize the mobs.

As Dr Theodore Van Karman, an 'engineer of living systems' recently explained: 'Scientists discover things that exist, but engineers create things that don't exist.'
That just about sums it up: after creating an extra-terrestrial world, thanks to geo-engineering, we could, for example, loop the accelerating sphere of reality, the dromosphere, back on itself, by creating life! And we could do this thanks to decoding the human genome ... Miserable lay miracle of an industry of living systems that would thereby take over from the twentieth-century's industrialisation of death.

Steven Hawking

Extinction
Virilio, 07 (Paul, “The University of Disaster,” 2007, http://goo.gl/wczG9)

Outsourced as we are, we have clearly not touched the bottom but the ceiling, the ozone layer this light glow that divides the sky from the darkness beyond. On the threshold of the void of outer space, the unknown quantity of the cosmos, the geophysical boundary, attacked on all sides, drags in the boundary of the physics of this living planet now in the process of desertification. A desertification that has reached the point where the Future Eve of progressivist savants is no longer a woman, like the first Eve, but an Earth that is one of a kind. And this Earth now finds itself as denuded as Adam, the naked man of Genesis who was a victim of the forbidden fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. In physics, this situation goes by the name of SINGULARITY; whence the astrophysical quest for an eccentric planet that geo-engineering could possibly make habitable and adaptable to the ‘future life’ of the earthly genus, and the genus humus – in other words, the human race. But when Stephen Hawking tells the BBC (in the summer of 2006, that, ‘once we spread out into space and establish independent colonies, our future should be safe’, he in fact denies the state of play of knowledge singularity damaged in what it has been based on ever since the world began: the geophysics of matter known as Whole Earth. Hawking takes his contempt even further, moreover, by attributing to the speed of light the role of ensuring the salvation of history, after the abandonment of geography: If we used chemical fuel rockets like the Apollo mission to the moon, the journey to the nearest star would take 50,000 years. This is obviously far too long to be practical… However, by using matter/antimatter annihilation, we can at least reach just below the speed of light. With that, it would be possible to reach the next star in about six years. In those revealing words, where science and science fiction literally merge, the astrophysicist, a victim of postmodern illuminism, not only confirms the self-destructive urge of matter in attaining its goal. He unwittingly brings back sun worship – to the point of idolizing the acceleration of reality, this contemporary hubris of a NEOCREATIONISM that the famous BIG BANG seems to have allowed!

***LINKS (GENERIC)***

Extinction
Nations purposely administer fear of disaster to distract from signs of the coming technological apocalypse.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

By replacing the geometric term sphere with the spatio-temporal term dromosphere, we can't help but come to the conclusion that, if the speed at which the unknown has been growing expands or intensifies fear, this alarm in the face of the final end of hurnanity of which the ecology movement represents an early warning sign, then that fear is set to increase even further in the twenty-first century, in anticipation of one last movement emerging, an eschatology movement, this time, that would be concerned with stockpiling the dividends of terror.
The abrupt undermining of the substantial war that derived from politics via hyperterrorism, this accidental war that no longer speaks its name, also undermines politics - and not only traditional party politics.

Whence the alternation not so much between the traditional left and right any more than between politics and the media, in other words, this information managing (generating) capability that is gearing up to invade the imaginary of populations held in thrall by a proliferation of screens that perfectly typifies the globalization of 'affects' - tim sudden synchronization of collective emotions greatly favourmg the administration offear.

To administer fear in order to manage security and civil peace or, conversely, to administer fear to win a civil war that is indeed the alternative that today charactenzes the psychopolitics of nations.

As you can easily imagine, anxiety and doubt about the orio-in, of an accident are part and parcel of this underhand administration of emotions; so much so that, in the near future, the Ministry of War could well be shunted aside for the 'Ministry of Fear' run by the movie industry and the mass media as integral parts of the audiouisua! continuum now replacing the public space of our daily lives.

This explains the strategic urgency of maintaining uncertainty about the origin of each and every 'accident' for as long as possible since the declared enemy and official hostilities between the old states and governments have been put paid to now by the anonymous attack and the sabotage of daily routine, in public transport or in business firms as at home. 
Disaster Representations

Overexposure to disaster imagery is a way to desensitize populations and avoid the process of coming to terms with the accident.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

With the television image, we have looked on, live, since the end of last century, at endless overkill in the broadcasting of horror and, especially since the boom in live coverage, in the instantaneous broadcasting of cataclysrns and terrorist outrages that have largely had the jump on disaster films. Even more to the point, following the standardization of opinion that came in with the nineteenth century, we are now witnessing the sudden synchronization of emotions. The ratings war of the television networks has turned the catastrophic accident into a scoop, not to say a fantastic spectacle sought after by all. When Guy Debord spoke of the 'showbiz societv', he forgot to mention that this adaptation of life to the screen is based on sexuality and violence; a sexuality that the decade of the 1960s claimed to liberate, whereas the real agenda involved obliterating societal inhibitions one by one, considered as they were by the situationists as so many unacceptable constraints. One of the organizers of the Avoriaz science fiction ftlm festival puts it perfectly: 'Death has ftnally replaced sex and the serial killer, the Latin lover!' 'Museum of horrors' or 'tunnel of death' television has thus gradually been transformed into a sort of altar of human sacrifices; using and abusing the terrorist stage and repeat massacres, television now plays on repulsion more than on seduction. From the so-called live death of a little Colombian girl who sank into the mud twenty years ago, right up to the execution, in September 2000, of little Mohamed Al-Dura, hit by a bullet as he lay in his father's arms, any excuse will do for feeding the fear habit once it is created. Conversely, as you will recall, the mass media of the old Soviet Union never gave out information about accidents or attacks. Except for natural disasters that were pretty hard to sweep under the carpet, the media outlets systematically censured any breach of norms so that only the honzon of a radiant future would filter through . . . This, right up to Chernobyl. But, speaking of censorship, liberalism and totahtanamsrn each had their own peculiar method for smothering the truth of the facts. For liberalism, the process already involved overexposing the televiewer to incessant replays of calamities, while totalitarianism opted for underexposure and radrcal concealment of anything and everything out of the ordinary. Two separate panic movements, but producing an identical result: censorship by floodlighting, fatal bedazzlement for the democratic West; and censorship by banning every divergent representation, the 'night and fog' of deliberate blindness tor the dogmatic East. 
Deterrence

The logic of deterrence embodies the progress from total war to total peace – insecurity is constant and culminates in unending violence and destruction.

James 07 – (2007, Ian, PhD, twentieth-century and contemporary French literature and philosophy, University of Cambridge, “Paul Virilio: War” p. 67-89 DH)

Perhaps one of the most startling conclusions that Virilio draws from his analysis in Bunker Archeology, one upon which he builds in subsequent works, is that the Second World War did not come to an end (Virilio 1994a: 58). The logic of total war is such that the state of war itself becomes limitless. Virilio draws this conclusion because he sees an essential continuity between the aerial bombing of European and Japanese cities and the threat of extermination posed to civilian populations by nuclear weapons in the post-war period. If the redundancy of frontier fortifications signals the advent of total war, then the advent of the nuclear bomb and the threat of extermination it implies inaugurates a period of what Virilio terms ‘Total Peace’. This continuity between the total war of aerial bombardment and the total peace of nuclear deterrence, and by implication the absence of any real distinction between war and peace in the post-war period, could be defended with simple reference to the actual use of nuclear weapons in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The deployment of nuclear payloads was arguably a direct extension of the strategy of bombing urban centres which was already in place and, whilst the destruction of the two Japanese cities clearly brought hostilities between the Allied and Axis powers to a close, it was also the opening chapter of what came to be called the Cold War, that is, the nuclear stand-off between the United States and the Soviet Union. For Virilio the Total Peace of nuclear deterrence is an inverted continuation of the total war of aerial bombardment, or as he puts it in an interview with Sylvère Lotringer, ‘the Second World War never ended . . . There’s no state of peace. It isn’t over because it continued in Total Peace, that is, in war pursued by other means’ (Virilio and Lotringer 1997: 30–1). Here Virilio inverts Clausewitz’s statement about war being a continuation of politics and transforms it into the following: ‘the Total Peace of deterrence is Total War pursued by other means’ (Virilio and Lotringer 1997: 31).

Looked at from this perspective the claim that the Second World War did not come to an end is perhaps not so startling, although it clearly recasts the question of what a ‘cold war’ might be in different terms. This argument  is taken up by Virilio in the work published immediately after Bunker Archeology in 1976, entitled The Insecurity of Territory (L’Insécurité du territoire). Once again he emphasizes the manner in which the Second World War can be seen as a transitional moment of decisive importance in the history of conflict and the political structures which are shaped by military space. Here he focuses again on the impact of aerial warfare: ‘Total war was a threshold for our civilization to the extent that it was the first global aerial war’ (Virilio 1993: 92). The shift from total war to total peace needs to be understood quite specifically in the context of the technology of war, and the dialectic of attack and defence which, according to Virilio, provides the motor for the development of war technology. Here he suggests that the transition from total war to total peace is an implicit necessity of technological progress which will inevitably aim to increase the power, speed and penetration of weaponry: ‘Already, total war carried within it its technical self-surpassing, the Cold War then total peace’ (Virilio 1993: 133). Yet, however much aerial bombing and nuclear deterrence might seem very different from each other, Virilio argues that they bring about in reality the same state of affairs, that is, a generalized insecurity of civilian populations on the basis of which military strategy is pursued: ‘the principle of these successive strategies derives only from the creation and expansion of civil insecurity inside national frontiers, an insecurity which would have been inconceivable a few decades earlier’ (Virilio 1993: 133). The assertion that the Second World War did not come to an end is not simply an abstract redrawing of the distinction between war and peace. For Virilio the continuation of total war in the shape of total peace implies a very real lived insecurity on the part of civilian populations (as those who lived through this period may all readily testify). As was shown earlier, Virilio questions in more general terms the distinction between war and peace, since he affirms the presence of war in peacetime (Virilio 1994a: 43) and the ‘occult permanence of the state of siege’ (Virilio 1986: 11). Yet the Second World War marks a point where this more general permeability of the two states is radicalized to the point where even the experience of a state of war and a state of peace becomes more radically indistinct. For Virilio the logic of nuclear deterrence brings with it nothing less than the end of the distinction between these two states and signifies ‘the end of the centuries-old alternative between war and peace, the passage of total war to a new and unknown state: total peace’. If, hitherto, war was present in peacetime, or subsisted into peacetime in an ‘occult state of siege’, henceforth the two states fold into each other to form an entirely new military and political form. 
Deterrence creates a state of constant panic and marks the transition from real war to virtual war.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

A purely media phenomenon, this situation in turn entails reinterpretation of the classic notion of deterrence. 'Military' deterrence in the recent past, 'civil' deterrence in the near future or shortly after: the threats to democracy are numerous.

In fact, it is definitely the fortification that, in history, has best embodied the desire for deterrence of the difl:erent powers. Isolated, linear or strung out in a network of strongholds, the rampart signals a desire for deterrence in relation to some massive aggression, but as Thierry Wideman rightly points out, 'From the point of view of strategic thinking, a global theory of conventional deterrence seems unworkable, unless it is based on Clausewitz's theory of the superiority of the defensive raised to the status of an axiom, the multiplicity of variables effectively making any generalization irnpossible.'

As an operational strategic concept, deterrence only made sense with the advent of nuclear power.

Military deterrence in the recent past, still useful, apparently, in the face of certain 'rogue states'. Civil deterrence in the near future in the face of the threats of a latent, if not patent, hyperterrorism ... In writing this, it is vital to specifY that at its inception war was already part and parcel of that collective rnass psychosis that afflicts the besieged, buried alive as they are behind their protective enclosures.

Siege warfare was at the political origins of the history of cities and of nations. Mobile warfare came later on. We should also note that territorial conflicts have never stopped accelerating, finally turning into this 'Time War' that will soon overrule the war of the geostrategic space of empires, and in which sea power will be taken over by the power of air-naval and, finally, air-orbital forces.

Today, though, globalization and its poliorcetic foreclosure are spreading on a planetary scale. But by the same token, what is surfacing with this global state of siege are no longer the enclosure and its colossal fortifications, despite the illusory anti-missile systern of the United States. First and forernost what it produces is the inordinate spread of panic, a panic that is still mute, certainly, but that never ceases to grow at the rate of all the accidents and disasters and 'mass terrorist attacks' that point to the emergence, not so much of some hypertcrrorisrn as of this post-Clausewitzian 'hyperwar' that outpaces all political givens regarding conflicts, national or international.

Damaging strategy, in other words, the geostrategy that so long rejected its new chronostrategic dimension, this sudden internationalization of real time imposes ex abrupto, a different tyranny- that of instantaneity and ubiquity- not only on military commanders and planners but on the democraticallv elected politicians who are supposed to be running the show.
In fact, after mass and energy (atomic or otherwise), war now opens into its third din1ension: information that is instantaneous, or as good as.

Whence the untimely emergence of information astrostrategy that each and every one of us benefits from, whether military or civilian, soldier-citizen or terrorist, not to mention simple common-law criminal. 

At this point in time, as the third millennium kicks off, what is dawning in people's mentalities is what some like to describe, euphemistically, as a feeling of insecurity. And this is nothing but the symptom of mass panic of the besieged targeting, in the first instance, the metropolitan concentrations, veritable 'resonance chambers' that they are, of a type of population movement no one really regulates.

Actually, the more the contemporary city-dweller is subject to diffuse and uncertain threats, the more he or she tends to make political demands for someone at the helm to be punished, for want of an avowed guilty party. This is what the clandestine terrorist takes advantage of, thereby directly threatening the representative democracy of assemblies and even, lately, the democracy of opinion created by the major media outlets, thereby boosting a democracy of public emotion that is nothing less than the poisoned fruit of the panic phenomenon referred to above. 

In fact, what emerges alongside the necessary formation of public opinion by the sundry media outlets is the unheard of possibility of a public emotion whose unanimity would be merely the symptom of the decline of any true 'democracy'. And this would in turn pave the way for a conditioned reflex, no longer 'psychological' but 'sociological', a fruit of the panic-ridden terror of populations faced with the outrageousness of the broadcasting of real or simulated threats. 

Nuclear Peace
Nuclear peace purifies our understanding of war and creates the total worship of technology.
James 07 – (2007, Ian, PhD, twentieth-century and contemporary French literature and philosophy, University of Cambridge, “Paul Virilio: War” p. 67-89 DH)

This state of total peace is closely connected to what, in subsequent works, Virilio comes to call ‘pure war’. Both these terms are used in relation to the logic of nuclear deterrence, but it is arguable that ‘pure war’ becomes a far more all-embracing theoretical term in so far as it more directly implies, not just a military strategy based on generalized insecurity, but comes to stand as a figure for a global, technological, economic and even metaphysical organization the state and of collective experience. Pure war is similar to total peace in so far as both imply the conflation of the states of war and peace described above. In Popular defence and Ecological Struggles Virilio expresses this as follows: ‘PURE WAR is neither peace nor war, nor is, as we may have believed, “absolute” or “total” war, rather it is the military instance in its perennial ordinariness’ (Virilio 1990: 35). Yet, arguably, the term ‘pure war’, in Virilio, develops further some of the assumptions which were already implicit in ‘total peace’. In The Insecurity of Territory nuclear deterrence is described as a strategy which strips warfare of its contingent aspects: ‘the bomb does not suppress war, it suppresses a certain number of its random elements [hazards] while shifting strategic decision making into other categories’ (Virilio 1993: 143). The bomb, as it were, ‘purifies’ war of the random or accidental possibilities of the battlefield and places decision making with those who plan strategy, make decisions to site missile silos or, indeed, press the nuclear trigger. More generally Virilio refers to the doctrine of nuclear deterrence as a: ‘conspiracy, in which science and technology radiate their all-powerfulness, and become mystical figures’ (Virilio 1993: 140). It is these two aspects, that is, the stripping from war of the contingency of the battlefield, and the raising of technological power to the level of a mystical or metaphysical figure, which come to characterize Virilio’s use of the term ‘pure war’. War in its ‘pure’ form appears almost to transcend the question of conflict per se and to become a mode of organizing or structuring the whole of human reality. It is located in the scientific or techno-scientific view of the world, that is, ‘war operating in the sciences . . . everything that is perverting the field of knowledge’ (Virilio and Lotringer 1997: 27). Unlike total peace, pure war is to be seen less in relation to a specific conflict (e.g. the Second World War) and far more in terms of techno-scientific discovery. Pure war, for Virilio, isn’t ‘tied down to confrontation between East and West, but to the development of science as techno-science’ (Virilio and Lotringer 1997: 167). In the final analysis, it appears to describe an almost religious attitude rather than a specific mode of conflict: ‘Pure War is the absolute idol . . . Pure War is entirely comparable to that of the idol in ancient societies’ (Virilio and Lotringer 1997: 164). It is an ‘ultimate metaphysical figure’ (Virilio 1990: 102). 

Atomic deterrence cannot be perfect – the only difference from war is that the inevitable accident will spell the end of humanity.
Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Nothing lost, nothing gained. If inventing the substance means indirectly inventing the accident, the more powetful and high-performance the invention, the more dramatic the accident.

And so the awful day comes when Progress in knowledge becomes unbearable, not only due to the various forms of pollution it creates, but due to its feats, the very power of its negativity.

This was confirmed for us throughout the twentieth century, with the race for nuclear and thermonuclear weapons that are ultimately unusable and of great concern to the protagonists of deterrence, all-out deterrence.

The very power of atomic weaponry in fact also flags the ultimate limitation of a power that suddenly morphs into powerlessness. In this instance, the accident is the panic stoking uselessness of this type of weaponry.

Rather than actually fighting, military commanders then engage in the imaginary of a 'wargame' that doesn't add up, where virtuality is merely the mark of the political inconsequence of nations, since the consequences no longer really matter. For they are at once too enormous to be seriously taken in and too appalling to be viably put to the test ...  except by sort of lunatic, advocating the suicide attack against humanity.
Offensive Militarization

Preemptive war collapses offense and defense into a single, instantaneous action and creates a state of constant panic and fear.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

In the face of the hyperwar, Clausewitz's theory of the superiority of the defensive over the offensive is outmoded by the very nature of information - this third dimension of conflict after mass and energy. So it is urgent that we study the question, at once psycho-political and socio-strategic, of domestic terror.

The first indication of such anticipation in public emotion is provided to us by the American concept of a 'war of zero deaths', with its surgical strikes and its preventive wars that spare the soldiers fighting, at least, if not civilians.

We know what flows on from such fibs. A paramilitary concept, the preemptive war as a matter of fact signals a strategic grand illusion: the one where the offensive is no longer anything more than a disguised defensive against an asymmetrical adversary who is disqualified as a fully-fledged 'partner' in some wargame where the classic alternation between attack and counterattack is blocked, on the one hand, by an enemy who refuses to do battle, and, on the other, by development of an electronic arsenal of lures and techniques for avoiding any real engagement.

As an age-old proverb has it: 'Fear is the worst of killers; it doesn't kill you, it stops you from living.' It even stops soldiers from making war, according to the rules of political propriety! 

Militarism

Technology furthers military dominance over society. 

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
Military capitalism helped produce Big Government, Big Corporations, and a Big Military that deployed a tremendous array of manpower, weapons, and resources. Computers were largely developed from military imperatives, producing large, centralized calculating machines and information machines, including the so-called "information superhighway" which had its origins in the defense industry (see Edwards 1996). The military, big government, and giant corporations also controlled scientific and technological research and development, with the military-industrial complex dominating the post-World War Two Cold War economies (see Melman 1965 and 1974).

Military Technology

The quest to make our arsenals bigger, faster, and more destructive guarantees collapse and the violent destruction of all life.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 
Throughout the history of conflicts, the lance and the sword have come up against the shield, and the rain of arrows against knights' armour, just as the cannon ball and then the explosive shell have demolished the enclosing walls of citadels. As for the bomb, it has had a hand in burying troops in deeper and deeper casemates. This has gone on right up to the invention of the atomic weapon, whose penetration capabilities have only been limited till now by deterrence and, in particular bv the banning of atomic tests.

But since 2001 everything has changed, for the exterminating radiation of the neutron bomb has just been outclassed by a penetration capability that no longer penetrates the air space of geostrategy 'full-scale', but 'full-depth', within a lithospheric mantle that then becomes the ultimate megalithic wall, the last sarcophagus of humanity.

And so, against the Chernobyl time barrier where the architectonic resistance of concrete protects us from radionuclides left over from the year 1986, they are getting ready to shortly pit the antitelluric power of a cannon ball capable of perforating not only the resistance of an old building material, reinforced concrete, but the actual tectonic resistance of the geological plates that constitute the Earth's structure.

Against the tellurism of the 'great volcano' and its prehistoric ravages, the twenty-first century man of science is gearing up to pit the antitellurism of the militaro-geological atom, thereby turning nuclear energy into the all-purpose energy of a fanatical demiurgery, the colossal ecological havoc of which was, after all, demonstrated by the Soviet catastrophe.

Radioactivity of the contamination of the future or radiotoxicity of a science without a conscience that is no longer merely the 'ruin of the soul,' but the ruin of the space-time of a unique material: that of this habitable telluric planet; this 'fullness' that still protects us from the cosmic void that some boast of conquering, while others, just as determined, are getting ready to pierce the mysteries, even unto the centre of the Earth, without giving a moment's thought to the risks run.
'The weapons scientists have become the alchemists of our times, working in secret ways that cannot be divulged, casting spells which embrace us all,' Solly Zuckerman reckons. 'They may never have been in battle, may never have experienced the devastation of war, but they know how to devise the means of destruction.'

From the arsenal of Venice in the age of Galileo right up to the secret laboratories of the post-Cold War, via the Manhattan Project of Los Alamos, science has become the arsenal of major accidents, the great catastrophe factory toiling away in anticipation of the cataclysms of hyperterrorism. 'He that deviseth to do evil shall be called a mischievous person,' spelled out the Book of Proverbs (Proverbs 24:8). What can you say about the supreme mischief that consists in hijacking not only planes and vehicles of all sorts, but in hijacking the 'great vehicle', the whole set of knowledge, in physics as in biology or chemistry, to achieve, ultimately, the greatest possible amount of terror?
Once more according to Martin Rees, since the middle of last century or, more precisely still, since the business of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, the risk of a worldwide atomic disaster has risen to 50/50. But now, this familiar risk so often wheeled out to justify the endless relaunching of the arms race, is topped off with the growing threat, as we have just seen, of untimely discoveries of a magnitude that exceeds all rationality. 
The accelerated development of military technology feeds the societal war machine and creates the complete militarization of the globe.
Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
For Virilio, logistics, the preparation for war, is the beginning of the modern industrial economy, fuelling development of a system of specialized and mechanized mass production. War and logistics require increased speed and efficiency, and technology provides instruments that create more lethal and effective instruments of war. The acceleration of speed and technology, in turn, create more dynamic industry, and an industrial system that obliterates distances in time and space through the development of technologies of transportation, communication, and information. The fate of the industrial system is thus bound up with the military system which provides, in Virilio's vision, its origins and impetus. Thus, on Virilio's optic, cities, cathedrals, the economy, politics, and other key aspects of the modern world are products of military mobilization and deployment, thus war serves as the motor of history, culminating in what Virilio calls "pure war." In Virilio's view, the system of deterrence in the Cold War nuclear stalemate created a situation in which technological development channels technology into military forms and technocratic political domination. In this situation, "Weapons and armor constantly need to be strengthened. Technological development thus lead to economic depletion. The war-machine tends toward societal non-development" (Virilio and Lotringer 1983): 5). With more and more resources going to the military and military imperatives dominating production, government, and the evolution of science and technology, societal development is undermined and social underdevelopment becomes a defining mark of the contemporary world. In addition, for Virilio, the acceleration of events, technological development, and speed in the current era designates "a double movement of implosion and explosion," so that "the new war machine combines a double disappearance: the disappearance of matter in nuclear disintegration and the disappearance of places in vehicular extermination" (Virilio 1986: 134). The increased speed of destruction in military technology is moving toward the speed of light with laser weapons and computer-controlled weapons systems constituting a novelty in warfare in which there are no longer geo-strategic strongpoints since from any given spot we can now reach any other, producing what Virilio calls "a strategy of Brownian movement through geostrategic homogenization of the globe" (Virilio 1986: 135). Thus, "strategic spatial miniaturization is now the order of the day," with microtechnologies transforming production and communication, shrinking the planet, and preparing the way for what Virilio calls "pure war," a situation in which military technologies and an accompanying technocratic system come to control every aspect of life.

Military Science

The militarization of science is an assault on logic that turns it’s own ends and results in failure.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

In fact, if ‘in tragedy the state of civiliztion is suspended,’ the whole panoply of beneficial knowledge finds itself wiped out with it.  In total war, the suddent militarization of science necessary to the presumed victory of the adversaries turns all logic and all political wisdom on its head, to the point where age-old philosophy is shunted aside by the absurdity of a philo-folly capable of destroying the knowledge accumulated over the course of centuries.  ‘Inordinately enhanced, human power then transforms itself into a cause of ruin,’ toppling the whole of the culture of nations into the vacuousness of causes that are lost, irremediably lost, in victory as in defeat, since we will not be able to disinvent a terrorist and sacrilegious knowledge produced by scientific intelligence. 

Military use of technology culminates in extermination – knolwedge is literally poisoned by violence.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Currently, what is undermined and everywhere contaminated is science, the whole set of our knowledge literally poisoned by an arms race in 'weapons of mass destruction' that is infesting what we learn and will, if we are not careful, shortly decommission science, making it unavailable to do good. Tomorrow, hot on the heels of Mother Earth, maybe 'science', this 'wisdom' deriving from a knowledae that was, though, the distinctive feature of homo sapiens, will also have to be buried.

'You make war with weapons, not with poison,' decreed the Roman law-makers. Driving this observation home, the then United Nations Secretary-General, Sithu U Thant of Burma, declared in June 1969: 'The notion of hostilities being out of control is incompatible with the notion of military security.

We know the rest, with the exponential development of biological and chemical 'weapons' that threaten humanity every bit as much as nuclear weapons do.

Relying on purely military arguments and not on moral considerations, the Secretary-General of the United Nations concluded with these words: 'The very existence of these weapons contributes to international tension without offering any obvious military advantages in compensation. ' 11 Some thirty years on, the prophecy has been fulfilled by this terrorist hypertension that totally perverts international politics.

Indeed, if mass destruction is within reach of the socially excluded, the argument for deterrence evaporates and we are at the mercy of any and all catastrophes, catastrophes either deliberately triggered by clandestine groups or industrial or other 'm~or accidents'.

One forgotten example of this, among others, is the discovery made at Denver Airport, by a Democrat deputy, of a depot of 21,108 missiles, each formed by a cluster of 76 gas bombs, the whole lot at the mercy of a fire. The capability of this hidden arsenal: extermination of the entire population of the globe. 
The pursuit of technological and military superiority corrupts science and causes extinction level accidents including nuclear war
Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

'God has acted wisely by putting birth before death; otherwise, what would we know of life?' wrote humorist, Alphonse Allais.

Since then, this humour that that other humorist, Pierre Dac, sornewhat abused, has been turned on its head. For now the origin of life or, more precisely, of humanity's survival, is the all-out search for death. Not the death of the other, of the enemy or of sorne kind of adversary any more, but the death of all in the suicidal state of mutually assured destruction. If that is not the theatre of non-sense, it looks horribly like it. So much so that we would need to turn Alphonse Allais' aphorism around and write: 'The demon of nonsense has acted wisely by putting the end of life before the beginning; otherwise, what would we knovv of non-life?'

Indeed, as we have just seen, the knowledge at issue today, in the laboratories of 'advanced' research, no longer involves mere externalization, outsourcing, the fine-tuning of an eccentric unemployment, but extermination, the end of everything- in other words, life in reverse. 

And so, little by little, foreknowledge of the end has invaded scientific thought, before extending to the political economy of a globalized world.

It is here and now that one of the most controversial questions in the history of knowledge is posed: the question of a possible doping of technological culture, meaning scientific thinking as a whole.

'Doping': no longer targeting the muscular prowess of the athlete's body as he or she is dragged kicking and screaming into the craziness of some boundless perfectibility, but targeting military knowledge regarding power, the death instinct; that militarization of science that has recently wound up in the ruin, not of the soul, but of a scientific spirit dragged along by the absurd perspective of the supremacy of the death principle. This began with the explosion of the atom bomb and has continued right up to the designing of the future genetic bomb via this information bomb that will have fuelled the comprehensive blasting of common sense.

With these 'zero sum games', Olympic games of a kind produced by a fatalism that taints technoscientific thought, we can more easily understand the accident in knowledge that today rounds off the accident in substances, in a world that is now a victim of terror, with the tacit consent of far too many savants. 
Science

The constant drive for technological solutions results in catastrophe – science can no longer control its own excess. 
Virilio 10 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “The University of Disaster”, Polity Press, pg. 130) MGM

Arrogant to the point of insanity, BIG SCIENCE has become powerless to check the excess of its success. This is not so much because of any lack of knowledge as because of the outrageousness, the sheer hubris of a headlong rush without the slightest concern for covering the rear; its incredible ethical and philosophical deficit.

Volunteers in the 'total war' of the twentieth century, in a progressive militarisation against the totalitarianisms, the sciences have thus drifted, one after the other, only to wind up much the same as 'extreme sports'. The temptation of theoretical doping has finally won out over the wisdom of a perfectly relative knowledge, in the name of some allegedly Deterrent Peace between the nations involved in a terrorist balance, which the current nuclear proliferation vainly confirms.

'A little knowledge is a dangerous thing', as the saying goes. Is this the case with physics and any other branch of scientific knowledge? That is indeed the question of FALLIBILITY once posed by Karl Popper.

Can one repent of scientific knowledge? Following the Catholicism of the Christian religion, should BIG SCIENCE repent of its deadly excesses as a universalism, repent of the 'damage done by progress'? Faced with the sudden ecological revelation of an accident in knowledge that extends the accident in substances, shouldn't the scientific community, in turn, do its mea culpa? Following what happened in the Catholic Church in the twentieth century under Karol Wojtyla, its pontiff, shouldn't this retrospective soul searching, which clearly started with Julius Robert Oppenheimer after the success of the 'Trinity Test', and especially after the bombing ofjapan, be revived? 
Progress
Progress invents its own destruction – the uncontested pursuit of excessiveness results in extermination.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

In the end, the progressive pressure of the dromosphere IS nothing but a headlong rush that leads to this externalization outsourcing that is only ever the postmodern term for extermination. Revelation of a finiteness in which, globality disqualifying all locality, Hegel's schone Totalitat appears for what it is.

After two rnillennia of experiments and failures, of accidents of all kinds, with globalization the third millennium inaugurates the paradox of the failure of success for it is the success of Progress that provokes disaster. An integral accident of a science now deprived of a conscience, whose arrogant triumph wipes out even the menwry of its fontier benefits. This is a major event in a long history of knowledge whose tragic nature globalization both reveals and conceals at one and the same time.

After that, it is not so much error, some system failure, or even large-scale catastrophe that brings the boom in knowledge to a close, but the very excessiveness of the feats achieved in the face of the limits of a cramped planet. As though, in the course of the past century, the promotion of technoscientific progress had doped science, as certam banned substances do the body of the athlete. So here it is no longer the congenital weakness of the various branches of knowledge that is the limit, but indeed the power of a soence that has become a 'hyperpower', in this race to the death represented not so long ago, with the arms race, by the militarization of science.

A fixed limit, this one, for it is the product of a galloping success that no one really contests, but that brings down knowledge still based, only recently, on the humbleness of an experimental know-how, a n1inor branch of learning at the origins of scientific reasoning, that has now become major due to the inordinate scope of its impact, of its panic inducing results.

Here again, the example of doping in sport is useful, it would seem, to the demonstration: what value, in fact, can progress have when it not only denatures but literally exterminates the person or people who are, they say, its 'beneficiaries'? Disaster of a contagious progress that the limits of the world can no longer bear, any more than the set of living beings can. In fact, and contrary to the failures of experimental knowhow, the disasters of progress can no longer be overcome as the failings of a totally new knowledge were, in the past, in that age that is not as distant as all that, where the modesty of genius still allied 'science' and 'philosophy'.9 
Technology and space exploration destroys the distance between places and any perception of time

Virilio, 93 (Paul, “The Art of the Motor,” http://goo.gl/xbB7M)

With acceleration there is no more here and there, only the mental confusion of near and far, present and future, real and unreal – a mix of history, stories, and hallucinatory utopia of communication technologies. This usurpation by information has crept up over the years disguised in the glad rags of ideologies of progress, stripped of all judgement, and giving Merleau-Ponty pause for though at the end of his life: “Since the same words – idea, freedom, knowledge – cannot have the same meaning in different places unless we were to have a single witness reducing them to some common denominator, how can we hope to see a single philosophy grow out of the various philosophies?” Though not able to occupy the same place and time by means of the optical illusion of cinema’s sights, nineteenth-century folk could at least hope to share, shortly, the same time, relying on the excess speed of broadcasting and communications technology. “Cultural evolution is like an army on the march… I may well be living in 1913, but one of my neighbors is living in 1900, the other in 1880. The peasant of upper Tyrol is stuck in the seventh century… How luck countries like America are not to have straggles and marauders!” Perhaps not the geographical point of the agora of antiquity anymore, but already the same point in time – or as good as….Barere, who dreamed of transforming French soil into “one vast camp,” announces, on August 17, 1794, the transmission by telegraph of the news of the taking of Quesnoy: “With this invention,” he tells the Assembly, “distance between places vanishes.” The telescoping of near and far had indeed brought about marked progress since the beginning of the eighteenth century, such as “surveillance of the heavens” with the construction of national observatories, Halley’s idea of an “astronomic unit,” and the manned flight in 1793 of Montgolfiere, a hot-ait balloon that would pass the 11,000-meters altitude mark the following century The ambition then of most balloonists was not so much to fly as to see from on high, like Lucian’s Icaromenippus, who was not satisfied just to chart his course by the stars, but began traveling among them, “climbing as far as the moon” so that [s]he [sic] could see Earth as a small thing, much smaller than the moon seen from Earth!
Hegemony

American exceptionalism translates acceleration into the analysis of foreign policy.
Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

But let's go back over the phenomenon of the acceleration of reality, so perceptible today in the retooling of nations' foreign policy. In recent years, the United States has decided to see international conflicts as internecine wars, between states considered more or less rogue. But in this extroverted world, rapid deployment of US armed forces has hoodwinked and abused the United States in the most peculiar way about the reality of its hegemony.

Just as adaptation of the eye is a function of the car driver's speed, the optical point expanding in the distance with acceleration of the vehicle, today the geostrategic perception of Amenca as a hyperpower has moved beyond the limits of the United Nations to embrace the curve of the globe . For the Americans the dromosphere is thus no longer a metaphor of progress but an avowed fact of their geopolitical perception in which topological reversals become more and more frequent.

Recently, a wit asked himself this question: 'How can American society, so wealthy and so multicultural, project itself in such a monolithic way? There is a lot of talk of an American empire, but it's an empire behind a barricade. The Americans are in bunkers. 
The pursuit of territorially based hegemony seeks to homogenize society into a “world city” – transforms the local accident into a global catastrophe.

Luke and Tuathail 98 - *University Distinguished Professor of Political Science; Chair, Political Science Department; and, Program Chair, Government and International Affairs, School of Public and International Affairs Ph.D., Washington University-St. Louis AND **Professor of Government and International Affairs and Director of the Government and International Affairs program (Timothy and Gearoid, “THINKING GEOPOLITICAL SPACE: THE SPATIALITY OF WAR, SPEED AND VISION IN THE WORK OF PAUL VIRILIO”, Thinking Space, edited by Mike Crang and Nigel Thrift, http://www.nvc.vt.edu/toalg/Website/Publish/papers/virilio.htm) MGM
For students of geopolitics still clinging to the notion that territoriality is power and hegemonies are built upon its resources, Virilio's recent variations on his ascendent chronopolitics theme identify a networked condition of "omnipolitanism" as the successor to states, citizenship and territoriality (1997, 75). Reprising familiar themes Virilio argues that the face of society is becoming teleface, the settled history of nations a flux of transitory media representations, while citizenship is overshadowed and overcome by contemporaneity (1997, 74). Politics is eclipsed by technology as citizens separate out into either caches of netizens networking in the fast lanes of the global economy or the trashbins of lumpen techno-proletarians stuck at the dead ends of networks. The real space of national geography and the world space of geopolitics gradually are giving way to the real time of international communications and the world time of chronostrategic proximity (1997, 69). Old military and industrial complexes will be superseded by informational metropolitan complexes "associated with the omnipotence of the absolute speed of the waves conveying the various signals" (1997, 83). Instead of the cosmopolis modelled on ancient Rome, a new world-city will surge forth, a hyperconnected omnipolis whose major defining characteristic is the interconnected global stock exchange. Typically, Virilio's argument is a more extreme technological vision of the literature identifying the emergence of an interlinked system of global cities (Sassen, 1991; Taylor, 1996, 186-88). Urban areas are becoming delocalized "cities of bits" while the architecture that counts is increasingly the architecture within computers, information systems and networks (Mitchell, 1995). Concrete presence is fading in the face of the telepresence offered by information superhighways, real time video transmissions and planetary networks of perpetual communication. The "metropolization that we should fear for the coming century involves not so much concentration of populations in this or that 'city network,' as the hyperconcentration of the world-city, the city to end all cities, a virtual city of which every real city will ultimately be a suburb, a sort of omnipolitan periphery whose center will be nowhere and circumference everywhere" (1997, 74, emphasis in original). This tendency is extremely dangerous from Virilio's point of view for it makes the possibility of a general accident, a delocalized global event of irresistible force, like a stock market crash, which he compares to an informational Chernobyl, more likely. A disturbance or failure in one part of the omnipolitan network has implications for all, bringing with it the possibility of a generalized technological and therefore social crash almost immediately. The post-geopolitical world of the hyperconnected global cities blending into one invests power in networks of computers which can break the central bank of any state and wreck its best laid defenses. Precariousness is the new law of an international politics under the rule of real time networks.

Cyberwar

The policing of cyberspace is technological colonialism and the advent of information war.
Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

But what we might add today is that this global systemic risk is precisely what makes for the strategic supremacy of the future 'weapons systems' of the infowar, that electroeconomic war declared on the world by the United States and that, far more than the viruses and other 'logical bombs' hidden away by hackers in the software of our computers, this integral accident is the true detonator of the information bomb, and hence of its future power of deterrence over the political autonomy of nations.

As the ultimate exemplar of monopoly, the cyberworld is thus never anything else but the hypertrophied form of a cybernetic colonialism, with the interconnectedness of the Internet prefiguring the imminent launch of the cyberbomb - the future information superhighways - and, subsequendy, the establishment, still under the aegis of the United States, not just of an expanded NATO but also of new all-out defences on the Cold War model, with cyberglaciation here supplanting nuclear deterrence. 
Economics

Economic thought represents dominance of time and the acceleration of fiscal rationality beyond material constraints.

Kroker and Kroker, 08 (Arthur and Marilouise, editors of CTheory, “City of Transformation: Paul Virilio in Obama's America,” CTheory is an international, peer-reviewed journal of theory, technology, and culture, publishing articles, interviews, event-scenes and reviews of key books, Oct. 30, 2008, http://www.ctheory.net/articles.aspx?id=597#bio)

Are we beyond Speed and Politics? What characterizes contemporary politics is the unstable mixture of speed information and slow movements. Like the slow implosion of the manufacturing economy, the slow rise of evangelical visions of catastrophe, the slow ascent -- the slow ubiquity -- of the speed of technology, the slow descent of culture into the cold state of surveillance under the sign of bio-governance. You can see it everywhere. In the world economy, the speed of mortgage backed securities, credit swap debt offerings, and complex derivatives always seeks to move at the speed of light. Iceland is the world's first country actually liquidated by hyperreality with debts amassed at light-speeds now constituting 10 times its national wealth. Like Michel Serres' the perfect parasite, the Wall Street financial elite has worked a perfect number on the host of the world economies -- implanting unknown levels of toxic debt everywhere in the circulatory system of finance capital, from China and Japan to the European community. Waking up to the danger of hot debt moving at light-speed when it is definitely too late, Japanese bankers suddenly declaim that "It is beyond panic." Wall Street types say it is "panic with a capital P." Harvard economists, standing on the sidelines like a chorus of lament, wisely add that we are now between "capitulation and panic" and "debt is good." That in a world of over-extended economies, sudden loss of financial credibility, and a seizing up of credit mechanisms everywhere, the only thing to do, financially speaking, is wait for the capitulation point -- that fatal moment when despair is so deep, pessimism so locked down tight in the investor's heart, that everything just stops for an instant. No investments, no hope, no circulation. And for the always hopeful financial analysts, this is precisely the point to begin anew, to reinvest, to seize financial redemption from despair. Definitely then, not a speed economy, but a politics and economy of complex recursive loops, trapped in cycles of feedback which no one seems to understand, but with very real, very slow consequences: like vanishing jobs, abandoned health care and trashed communities. In The City of Panic, Virilio writes about the "tyranny of real time," "this accident in time belonging to an event that is the fruit of a technological progress out of political control." For Virilio, we're now interpellated by a complex, three dimensional space-time involved in the acceleration of technological progress "that reduces the extent, the fullness of the world to nothing."
Globalization

Globalization will inevitably cause extinction without a rethinking of the accident – we have outstriped the planetary constraints on complexity.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Even though certain car manufacturers conduct more than 400 crash tests a year in a bid to improve the safety of their vehicles, the television networks never cease inflicting the road death toll on us - to say nothing of the endless reruns of the tragedies that make current afL1irs so dismal. And so it is merely high time that ecological approaches to the various forms of pollution of the biosphere are finally supplemented by an eschatological approach to technical progress, to this finiteness without which dear old globalization itself risks becoming a life-size catastrophe. 

A catastrophe at once natural and artificial, a general catastrophe, one no longer specific to this or that technology or to this or that part of the world, one that would far outpace the disasters currently covered by the insurance cornpanies of which the long-term tragedy of Chernobyl remains the patent symbol.

In order to avoid shortly inhabiting the planetary dimensions of an integral accident, one capable of integrating a whole heap of incidents and disasters through chain reactions, we must start right now building, inhabiting and thinking through the laboratory of cataclysms, the museum of the accident of technical progress. This is the only way to avert the sudden springing up, in the near future, following the accident in substances - revealed by Aristotle - of the accident in all knowledge, a full-scale philosophical accident which genetic engineering, in the wake of atomic engineering, now portends.

Whether we like it or not, globalization is today the fatal trademark of finiteness. Paraphrasing Valery, we could say with some confidence that, 'the time of the finite world i.s beginning.' It is urgent we grasp that knowledge marks the finiteness of man, exactly as ecology marks the finiteness of man's geophysical environment. 
Globalization places humanity between a rock and a hard place – material constraints on unending acceleration destroy all preexisting interpretive metrics

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

Totality or all-inclusiveness? We can scarcely avoid the question today of what is meant by the endlessly repeated word globalization. Is this a term intended to take over from the word internationalism, associated too closely with communism, or, as is often claimed, is it a reference to single-market capitalism?

Either answer is wide of the mark. After the 'end of history', prematurely announced a few years ago by Francis Fukuyama, what is being revealed here are the beginnings of the 'end of the space' of a small planet held in suspension in the electronic ether of our modern means of telecommunication.

Let us not forget that 'excellence is a completion' (Aristotle), and perfect accomplishment a definitive conclusion. The time of the finite world is coming to an end and, unless we are astronomers or geophysicists, we shall understand nothing of the sudden 'globalization of history' if we do not go back to physics and the reality of the moment.

To claim, as is now the case, that globalism illustrates the victory of free enterprise over totalitarian collectivism is to understand nothing of the current loss of time intervals, the endless feedback, the telescoping of industrial or post-industrial activities.

How are we to conceive the change wrought by computerization if we remain tied to an ideological approach, when the urgent need is in fact for a new geostrategic approach to discover the scale of the phenomenon that is upon us? And we need to do this to come back to the Earth not in the sense of the old earth which sustains and nourishes us, but of the unique celestial body we occupy. To return to the world, to its dimensions and to the coming loss of those dimensions in the acceleration not now of history (which, with the loss oflocal time, has just lost its concrete foundations), but of reality itself, with the new-found importance of this world time, a time whose instantaneity definitively cancels the reality of distances - the reality of those geographical intervals which only yesterday still organized the politics of nations and their alliances, the importance of which had been shown by the Cold War in the age of (East/West) bloc politics.

'Physics' and 'metaphysics' are two terms which have been current in philosophy and understood in that discipline since Aristotle, but what of geophysics and metageophysics? There is still doubt over the meaning of the latter term, while the factual reality clearly shows that the continents have lost their geographical foundations and been supplanted by the tele-continents of a global communication system which has become quasi-instantaneous. After the extreme political importance assumed by the geophysics of the globe over the history of societies separated not so much by their national frontiers as by communications distances and timelags, we have in recent times seen the transpolitical importance of this kind of meta-geophysics which the cybernetic interactivity of the contemporary world represents for us at the end of the twentieth century.

Since all presence is presence only at a distance, the telepresence of the era of the globalization of exchanges could only be established across the widest possible gap. This is a gap which now stretches to the other side of the world, from one edge to the other of present reality. But this is a meta-geophysical reality which strictly regulates the tele-continents of a virtual reality that monopolizes the greater part of the economic activity of the nations and, conversely, destroys cultures which are precisely situated in the space of the physics of the globe.

We are not seeing an 'end of history', but we are seeing an end of geography. Whereas, until the transport revolution of the nineteenth century, the old time intervals produced an auspicious distancing between the various societies, in the age of the current transmission revolution, the ceaseless feedback of human activities is generating the invisible threat of an accident befalling this generalized interactivity - an accident of which the stock market crash might be a symptom.
This point can be illustrated by a particularly significant anecdote: in the last few years, or, more precisely, since the early 1990s, the Pentagon has taken the view that geostrategy is turning the globe inside out like a glove.

For American military leaders, the global is the interior of a finite world whose very finitude poses many logistical problems. And the local is the exterior, the periphery, if not indeed the 'outer suburbs' of the world.

For the US general staff, then, the pips are no longer inside the apples, nor the segments in the middle of the orange: the skin has been turned inside out. The exterior is not simply the skin, the surface of the Earth, but all that is in situ, all that is precisely localized, wherever it may be. There lies the great globalitarian transformation, the transformation which extraverts localness - all localness and which does not now deport persons, or entire populations, as in the past, but deports their living space, the place where they subsist economically. A global de-localization, which affects the very nature not merely of 'national', but of 'social' identity, throwing into question not so much the nation-state, but the city, the geopolitics of nations. 

Globalization inaugurates the era of a finite world – acceleration has met the barrier of real time.
Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

What are we to say, at the end of the twentieth century, in the age of globalization, of this refusal of understanding, other than that it is going on before our very eyes, with the decline of the nation-state and the discrete revival in new forms of politics by the media, by the multi-media constituted by these networks and screens which show us the acceleration if time; the multi-media of that 'real time' of interchanges which performs the relativistic feat of compressing the 'real space' of the globe through the temporal compression of information and images of the world?

Henceforth, here no longer exists; everything is now. The end of our history has not happened, but we do have the programmed end of the' hic et nunc' and the 'in situ'.

The globalization of trade is not, then, economic, as has been the constant refrain since the development of the single market; it is, primarily, ecological and relates not merely to the pollution of substances, with, for example, the greenhouse effect in the atmosphere, but also to the pollution of distances and delays which make up the world of concrete experience. 

In other words, globalization relates to the dromospheric greenhouse effect of confinement within the limit-acceleration of telecommunications.
'The time of the finite world is beginning; declared Paul Valery as early as the 1920s. With the 1980s, the world of finite time began. In the face of this sudden ending of all localized duree, the acceleration of history is running up against the barrier of real time, that universal world time which tomorrow will supplant all the local times which were capable if making history. 
Technological acceleration recudes the world to nothing – we are confined in a finite world.
Der Derian, and Virilio, 97 (James, Watson Institute research professor of international studies and professor of political science at Brown University,  and Paul, “Interview with Paul Virilio,” http://asrudiancenter.wordpress.com/2008/11/26/interview-with-paul-virilio/)

What comes next? -I think that the infosphere – the sphere of information – is going to impose itself on the geosphere. We are going to be living in a reduced world. The capacity of interactivity is going to reduce the world, real space to nearly nothing. Therefore, in the near future, people will have a feeling of being enclosed in a small, confined, environment. In fact, there is already a speed pollution which reduces the world to nothing. Just as Foucault spoke of this feeling among the imprisoned, I believe that there will be for future generations a feeling of confinement in the world, of incarceration which will certainly be at the limit of tolerability, by virtue of the speed of information. If I were to give a last image, interactivity is to real space what radioactivity is to the atmosphere.

Tech Competitiveness

Unequal development is war conducted by other means – the global benefits of technology are used to both sustain and oppress.

Der Derian, and Virilio, 97 (James, Watson Institute research professor of international studies and professor of political science at Brown University,  and Paul, “Interview with Paul Virilio,” http://asrudiancenter.wordpress.com/2008/11/26/interview-with-paul-virilio/)

Will military technological superiority eventually efface these national and geographical differences? -A terrible question, philosophically speaking. One must speak of the unequal development of nations. National identity is linked to the industrial and technological development of the country in question. Now we are in a world where there is unequal technical development of the means of production and the means of destruction, that is to say, of arms. The proliferation of conflict has been favored by the countries which have at their disposal the means of mass destruction. They have put up for sale, for reasons of the market, their technology of destruction. We have thus created a disequilibrium in the relations amongst nations. The worst example is, of course, that of nuclear proliferation. -What about the impact of technology on individuality of culture? There have been three industrial revolutions. The first important revolution on the technical plane is that of transportation, which favors an equipping of the territory with railroads, airports, highways, electric lines, cables, etc. It has a geopolitical element. The second revolution which is almost concomitant, is the transmissions revolution, including Marconi, Edison, radio, television. From this point on, technology is set loose. It becomes immaterial and electromagnetic. The third revolution, which it seems to me we are on the verge of, is the revolution of transplantations. All these technologies of telecommunication which had been employed in aviation and missiles, favor nano-technology, the possibility of miniaturizing technology to the point of introducing it into the human body, to achieve what the futurists wished for: to sustain the human body through “technology” and not just through “chemistry.” In the future, just as the geographic world was colonized by means of transportation or communication, we will have the possibility of a colonization of the human body by technology,. That which favors the equipping of territories, of cities, in particular, threatens to apply to the human body, as if we had the city in the body and not the city around the body. The city “at home”, in vitro, in vivo. . Here there is a sort of anthropomorphism of technology. We see this with supplementary technologies, cardiac stimulators, with the possibility of grafts, of techno-grafts, supplementary memory, as Marvin Minsky proposes. We are on the verge of the biomachine. Personally, I critique this, as the advent of the hyperstimulated man.
Information

The acceleration of information makes accidents inevitable.

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
Deploying his earlier argument concerning technology and the accident, Virilio argues that the information superhighway is just waiting for a major accident to happen (1995a and 1995b; 1997a and 1997b), which will be a new kind of global accident, effecting the whole globe, "the accidents of accidents" (Epicurus): "The stock market collapse is merely a slight prefiguration of it. Nobody has seen this generalized accident yet. But then watch out as you hear talk about the 'financial bubble' in the economy: a very significant metaphor is used here, and it conjures up visions of some kind of cloud, reminding us of other clouds just as frightening as those of Chernobyl..." (1995b).

Ecology

The notion of ecological “protection” seeks to manipulate technology for a greater good but ends up justifying extreme violence as well.
Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

But, here, the rampant ideology is not so much about a legitimate duty to protect populations; it is about a 'precautionary principle' taken to the absurd extreme of the myth of comprehensive insurance.3 'The idea of protection haunts and takes up the whole of life,' claimed one of the great exterminators of the twentieth century. But this paradoxical claim of Adolf Hitler forces us to go back over the origins of the various 'expectation horizons' that have preceded the one of the Great Accident of which ecology today presents as a symptom.

Since the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, three types of expectation have, in fact, succeeded and overlapped each other, without a soul seemingly taking umbrage at the constantly escalating extremism they represent.

In the eighteenth century, it was firstly the revolution or, more precisely, revolutions, American and French, that were to lead to the suite of political upheavals we all know about right ''up to the implosion of the Soviet Union at the end of the twentieth century, not forgetting the nihilist revolution of Nazism.

Buoyed by technoscientific progress, those political revolutions ushered in a whole host of industrial and energy revolutions, revolutions in transport and telecommunications, which we don't need to list here. 

As Lenin explained, and he should know: 'Revolution is comnmnism plus electricity.'
Parallel to this very first 'expectation horizon', the nineteenth century was to have a hand in generating the second, that of war, a Great War, whose geopolitical absurdity was flagged by the first worldwide conflict of 1914, following on from the Napoleonic epic. The other great conflict, the Second World War, was a total war, in which what was attacked at one and the same time was the human race as such, at Auschwitz, and its environment, at Hiroshima. This is to say nothing of the quarantine years of the balance of terror between East and West, that Third World War that remained undeclared under the pretext of 'nuclear deterrence' between the two antagonistic blocs. But the militarization of science and the arms race involving weapons of rnass destruction that it gave rise to were soon to reveal just how atrocious this undeclared war was.

There is no need to spell out the strict correlation between these horizons of expectation, 'war' and 'revolution' mutually reinforcing each other in the narne of a technical and political Progress that remains uncontested, except by a handful of heretical thinkers. 

Timeframe Calc

The emphasis on the now collapses time into an instantaneous event.
Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

Ultimately, it is not so much geography which is conditioned by globalization, but present and future history. The acceleration of real time, the limit-acceleration of the speed of light, not only dispels geophysical extension, the 'life-size' character of the terrestrial globe, but, first and foremost, it dispels the importance of the longues durees of the local time of regions, countries and the old, deeply territorialized nations.

By supplanting the 'chronological' successivity of local times, thanks to the instantaneity of a universal world time, tele-technologies over-expose not only all activity, by making it interactive, but also all truth and historical reality.

Past, present and future - that old tripartite division of the time continuum - then cedes primacy to the immediacy of a tele-presence which is akin to a new type of relief. This is a relief not of the material thing, but of the event, in which the fourth dimension (that of time) suddenly substitutes for the third: the material volume loses its geometrical value as an 'effective presence' and yields to an audiovisual volume whose self-evident 'tele-presence' easily wins out over the nature of the facts.

This is a phenomenon of perspectivization of a new kind, which makes itself felt today through the power of the instantaneous emission and reception of signals. These are currently analogue, but will soon give way to the digital, as the data which make up information undergo temporal compression. 

Rejection of the future destroys our sense of responsibility and justifies violence.
Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

The dramaturgy of real time is, in fact, everywhere today: in the precariousness of the job market, fixed-term contracts or long-term unemployment; in families broken and reconstructed by succeeding divorces . . . The fear of zapping is becoming universal.

If the 'present' is indeed the axis of symmetry of passing time, this omnipresent centre now controls the totality of the life of the 'advanced' societies and we have at all costs to avoid the 'breaking' of that axis, which would lead back to the 'past', to dead memory and - who knows? - to remorse. Have we not in recent years seen the emergence of a vogue for repentance, a wave of guiltless officials apologizing for offences committed by their predecessors, but less worried, it would seem, about the crimes they may currently be committing? Or, alternatively, we must avoid that sudden temporal 'symmetry-breaking' which could project us into the future - something we have been partially cured of by the failures of economic planning. 

'No future' is indeed the slogan which suits the relief of the 'real time' of this globalization, in which everything arrives without there being any need to depart, to move towards the beings around us, the surrounding places and things.

Revolution/K Alts

The revolutionary call for change emphasizes speed for the sake of speed alone.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

By way of conclusion, let's go back now to this 'feeling of insecurity' that has come over the masses today and that alreadv largely conditions the political life of Western nations.

Despite threat of an unernployrnent that is structural and definitive for certain categories of people hard hit by the boom in automation of postindustrial production, the anguish now clearly palpable does not seem to be linked to such exclusion from employment, nor to the 'incivility' plague or domestic violence either, but, more profoundly still, to anguish over the failure, also definitive, of the Progress in knowledge that until this moment so strongly marked the age of industrialization.

In fact, the very first expectation of 'revolution' went hand in glove with the expectation of a progress at once philosophical and scientific that was itself to be swept aside by the hurricane of war; of a total war of which the militarization of national economies, over the course of the twentieth century, already flagged the devastating magnitude. The only thing it allowed to survive in people's consciousness was this feeling of fear - and often of hate - that today marks societies of abundance.

On this score, over to Karl Kraus once more: 'Ever since humanity bowed to the economy, all it has left is the freedom of hostility. '7

In 1914, the date of this premonitory phrase, it was still only a matter of a deadly rough draft of a new 'war economy' that was to bring down the nations of Europe alone. But in these early days of the twenty-first century, which is our century, it is a matter of the conclusion of this political economy of disaster.

From now on, as every one of us senses, fears and dreads, the world is closed, foreclosed, and ecology has suddenly become the third dimension of politics, if not its very profile.
After the city-state and the nation-state, the outsize federation of the European Community and other groups like it is merely the pathetic mask of a geopolitical bankruptcy that goes by the assumed name of globalization - an integral accident in a political economy that has just reached the geophysical limit of its field of action. 
***IMPACTS***
Impact – Extinction
You cause the seism of the timequake, nuff said.
Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

And so, the local accident located here or there is trumped by the great accident, the global accident that integrates, one by one, the whole set of minor incidents along the way that once characterized societal life. This 'great lockdown' then puts an end to banishment, only to promote a sequence that is causal, this time, since, from now on, 'everything arrives without the need to leave', to go towards the other, the distinctly other, as we once went towards a landscape's horizontal limit in days gone by.

Here, and whether Nietzsche likes it or not, it is no longer God, the Father, who dies, it is the Earth, Mother of the living since the beginning of time. With light, the speed of light, matter is being exterminated. The telluric accident of the earthquake is succeeded by the seism of a timequake involving this worldwide time that erases all distance.

In this abrupt telescoping of successive events that have become simultaneous, it is expanse and duration that are erased.

After having been disintegrated by means of the nuclear bomb, matter is now being exterminated by means of acceleration, the specular bomb of screens, those mirrors of time that cancel out the horizon. 
The loss of temporal reality destroys our sense of responsibility and creates the possibility of accidental extermination.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Today, at the very dawn of the twenty-first century, when much-vaunted globalization is nothing if not the forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge - in other words, of the so-called 'information revolution' - the exterminator takes over from the predator, just as terrorism takes over from the original capitalism.

Since extermination is the illogical outcome of accumulation, the suicidal state is no longer exclusively psychological, associated with the mentality of a few disturbed individuals, but sociological and political. This has reached the point where the widespread accident, announced by Nietzsche, now incorporates this dimension of panic, whereby the philosophy of the Enlightenment bows down before the philosophy of magnitude. This is, in fact, the accident in knowledge that now rounds off the accident in substances deriving from technoscientific research.
In fact, if matter has three dimensions, mass, energy and information, then, after the long series of accidents in materials and energy over the past century, the tirne of the logical- and even biological - accident is upon us, with the teratological research of genetic engineering.

'The machine has declared war on God,' wrote Karl Kraus, 5 you might rernember, as the butchery of the First World War began. But what's the state of play today, with this globalization touted by the promoters of Progress? A fruit of the telecommunications revolution, the globalization of knowledge has not only reduced the field of human activity to nothing thanks to the synchronization of interactivity. It also triggers a historic mutation in the very notion of accident.

The local accident, precisely located here or there, has been abruptly replaced by the possibility of a global accident that will involve not only 'substances'- the substance of the world in the age of the real time of exchanges -but also the knowledge we have of reality, that vision of the world that our various branches of knowledge were, once, founded on.

And so, after the accident in substance, we are ushering in with the coming century an accident without parallel, an accident m the real, in space, in time as in substantial nutter, which the cynics had no idea about but which the physicists of relativity introduced bit by bit, in the course of total war.

'Time is just an illusion,' declared Albert Einstein, during the penod that divided the First World War from the Second. An accident in historical knowledge, in other words, in the perception of things, a veritable loss of the sense of reality_ the frmt of a reahty now spiralling off in accelerated flight, just like the galaxies in the expanding universe. Werner Heisenberg already foresaw the devastation such a loss would cause, fifty years ago, when he wrote: 'No one knows what will be real for people at the end of the wars now beginning.' 
The increasing velocity of information destroys the individuation of life and allows extreme forms of violence.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

We can see now that, just as the total war outlined at the end of the First World War was to be actualized during the Second, threatening, between 1939 and 1945, with Hiroshima and Auschwitz, not the enemy but the human race, the global warfare prefigured today in the great manoeuvres of 'information warfare' will be based on a scientific radicalization, threatening - not so much with extermination as with extinction - not a particular population or even the human race (as the thermo-nuclear bomb might), but the very principle of all individuated life, the genetic and information bombs now forming a single 'weapons system'.

Moreover, if information is indeed the third dimension of matter, after mass and energy, each historical conflict has in its time shown up the mastery of these elements. Mass war: from the great ancient invasions to the organization of the firepower of armies during the recent European wars. Energy war: with the invention of gunpowder and, most significandy, of atomic weapons, with the 'advanced' or high-energy laser still to come. And lastly, tomorrow, the information war, which will make general what espionage and police surveillance inaugurated long ago, though they were unable to draw, as we are today, on the limit-acceleration of 'global information'.

‘He who knows everything fears nothing,' declared Joseph Goebbels, the head of the Propagandastaffel. In fact, here as elsewhere, the question is not so much one of fearing as of spreading fear by the permanent over-exposure of life, of all lives, to 'all-out' control, which is a fait accompli or almost - thanks to computer technology. But let us go back for a moment to the third dimension of organized matter: whether it be speed of acquisition, transmission or computation, iriformation is inseparable from its acceleration in energy terms - slowed-up information being no longer even worthy of that name, but mere background noise.

As we may recall, a journalist at the time of the creation of CNN offered the thought: 'Slow news, no news?' In fact the limit-speed of the waves which convey messages and images is the information itself, irrespective of its content, to the point where Marshall McLuhan's famous formula has to be corrected: 'it is not the medium which is the message, but merely the velocity of the medium'. An ultimate and absolutely final velocity, which has just telescoped the 'time barrier', while tomorrow the photonic computer will calculate in perfect synchronism with the speed of light, which today promotes instantaneous telecommunications.

The 'information war' will soon be based, then, on global interactivity, just as the war of atomic energy was based on local radioactivity - and this will be so to the point that it will be entirely impossible to distinguish a deliberate action from an involuntary reaction or an 'accident'; or to distinguish an attack from a mere technical breakdown, as was already the case on 19 May 1998 (synchronizing almost perfecdy with the Birmingham summit) when the Galaxy IV telecommunications satellite suddenly interrupted the messages of some 40 million American pager devotees after the device's on-board computer had slighdy shifted the satellite's position. An unforeseen accident or afull-scale test for infowar? 

It is impossible to be certain, but the affair immediately triggered a debate on the vulnerability of the USA to breakdowns in a technology essential to the life of the country.8 As one might imagine, the Internet, the direct descendant of Arpanet, helped to keep certain American public services up and running, such as the NPR radio channel which resorted to the Net to re-establish the link with some of its 600 local stations.

We should not forget that the cybernetic system of the Web was set in place more than twenty years ago to counter the electromagnetic effects of an atomic explosion at altitude and thus to forestall a generalized accident affecting strategic telecommunications.

If war has always been the invention of new types of destruction, the promotion of a series of deliberately provoked accidents (the 'war machine' is only ever the inversion of the productive machine), with the infowar which is currently in preparation the very notion of 'accident' is taken to extremes, with the extraordinary possibility of a generalized accident which, like a cluster bomb, would embrace a very great range of accidents of all kinds.

Impact – Nuclear War

The speed of technology makes accidents and nuclear holocaust inevitable.
Kellner 8 – Professor, George F. Kneller Philosophy of Education Chair, Social Sciences and Comparative Education, UCLA (8/31/2008, Douglas, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflections”, Illuminations: The Critical Theory Website, http://intermedios.geografias.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/virilioilluminationskellner.pdf) MGM

In addition, for Virilio, the acceleration of events, technological development, and speed in the current era designates “a double movement of implosion and explosion,” so that “the new war machine combines a double disappearance: the disappearance of matter in nuclear disintegration and the disappearance of places in vehicular extermination“ (Virilio 1986: 134). The increased speed of destruction in military technology is moving toward the speed of light with laser weapons and computer-controlled weapons systems constituting a novelty in warfare in which there are no longer geo-strategic strongpoints since from any given spot we can now reach any other, producing what Virilio calls “a strategy of Brownian movement through geostrategic homogenization of the globe” (Virilio 1986: 135). Thus, “strategic spatial miniaturization is now the order of the day,” with microtechnologies transforming production and communication, shrinking the planet, and preparing the way for what Virilio calls “pure war,” a situation in which military technologies and an accompanying technocratic system come to control every aspect of life. In Virilio’s view, the war machine is the demiurge of technological development and an ultimate threat to humanity, producing “a state of emergency” in which nuclear holocaust threatens the very survival of the human species. This involves a shift from a “geo-politics” to a “chrono-politics,” from a politics of space to a politics of time, in which whoever controls the means of instant information, communication, and destruction is a dominant socio-political force. For Virilio, every technological system contains its specific for of accident and a nuclear accident would, of course, be catastrophic. Hence, in the contemporary nuclear era, in which weapons of mass destruction could create an instant world holocaust, we are thrust into a permanent state of emergency that enables the nuclear state to impose its imperatives on ever more domains of political and social life. Politics too succumbs to the logic of speed and potential holocaust as increased speed in military violence, instantaneous information and communication, and the flow of events diminishes the time and space of deliberation, discussion, and the building of consensus that is the work of politics. Speed and war thus undermine politics, with technology replacing democratic participation and the complexity and rapidity of historical events rendering human understanding and control ever more problematical. Ubiquitous and instantaneous media communication in turn makes spin-control and media manipulation difficult, but essential, to political governance. Moreover, the need for fast spin control and effective media politics further diminishes the space and role of democratic political participation and interaction. 

Accelerating military technology makes nuclear apocalypse probable
Kellner 8 – Professor, George F. Kneller Philosophy of Education Chair, Social Sciences and Comparative Education, UCLA (8/31/2008, Douglas, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflections”, Illuminations: The Critical Theory Website, http://intermedios.geografias.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/virilioilluminationskellner.pdf) MGM

In addition to the loss of the concrete object of perception, of the realm of appearance and material reality, of the body, Virilio mourns the disappearance of the city, the state, and the end of politics in the new globalized technopolis. Just as computer-aided production and a new virtual form of automation displace human labor power, so too does “flexible accumulation” (David Harvey), the new global division and organization of production, and international financial markets, data bases, and simultaneity of information transmission, communication, and video representation obliterate previous experiences and concepts of time and space, producing a grave new world of transnational global corporations, political organizations, and cities, displacing the national firm, the city, the nation-state, and previous forms and sites of modern politics. Indeed, for Virilio part of the “lost dimension” is the end of politics in a world of increased speed and virtualities. This is most evident in the realm of military technology in which the complexity of weapon systems create ever shorter response times for humans to react to frightening computer-generated information concerning military threats and in which military technology itself can autonomously generate catastrophes ranging from “friendly fire” incidents to nuclear apocalypse. But the loss of stable referents of the political -- the city, state, nation -- in the deterritorialized and volatilized virtual and global spaces of the new information economy and polity, also render human participation in politics perplexing and perhaps futile. 
Impact – War Machine

The speed of modern war creates a “state of emergency” in which nuclear use becomes inevitable. 

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
In Virilio's view, the war machine is the demiurge of technological development and an ultimate threat to humanity, producing "a state of emergency" in which nuclear holocaust threatens the very survival of the human species. This involves a shift from a "geo-politics" to a "chrono-politics," from a politics of space to a politics of time, in which whoever controls the means of instant information, communication, and destruction is a dominant socio-political force. For Virilio, every technological system contains its specific for of accident and a nuclear accident would, of course, be catastrophic. Hence, in the contemporary nuclear era, in which weapons of mass destruction could create an instant world holocaust, we are thrust into a permanent state of emergency that enables the nuclear state to impose its imperatives on ever more domains of political and social life. Politics too succumbs to the logic of speed and potential holocaust as increased speed in military violence, instantaneous information and communication, and the flow of events diminishes the time and space of deliberation, discussion, and the building of consensus that is the work of politics. Speed and war thus undermine politics, with technology replacing democratic participation and the complexity and rapidity of historical events rendering human understanding and control ever more problematical. Ubiquitous and instantaneous media communication in turn makes spin-control and media manipulation difficult, but essential, to political governance. Moreover, the need for fast spin control and effective media politics further diminishes the space and role of democratic political participation and interaction.
Impact – Virtual War

Venturing into outer space ensures increasingly violent forms of warfare
Bormann and Sheehan, PhD in International Politics and Former government official and military officer - Master of Science in Foreign Service from the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service, 09 (Natalie, Michael, “Securing Outerspace,” 2009, http://goo.gl/n3ea3)

In any case I believe that the anxiety of our era has to do fundamentally with space, no doubt a great deal more than with time. Time probably appears to us only as one of the various distributive operations that are possible for the elements that are spread out in space. (Foucault 1986: 23) ‘Space is under threat’ (Virilio 1999: 33). Paul Virilio is probably best known for his critique of speed, technology and materialism. As Kellner (1999: 103) contends, Virilio is one of the ‘most prolific critics of the drama of technology in the contemporary era, especially military technology’. Whereby ‘drama’ is indicative of the ways in which military technology alters and fabricates modes of communicating, targeting, fighting and killing. What makes Virilio interesting for this chapter is the significant conceptual connection he makes between and across the spheres of technology, space, speed and war, and with a particular eye on the ways in which technology is transforming the contemporary world and our relation to it, and how military imperatives are coercively underpinning societal development. He maintains, for instance, that the relentless logic of speed plays a detrimental part in the militarisation of (urban) space, the organisation of territory, and therewith the transformation of disparate domains of our everyday life (Virilio 2000). Reference is made here to Virilio’s contention that what we ‘see’ of space is presented to us in fragmented images, visions, narratives and stories produced and told at a particular time in place. In relation to the militarisation of space and habitat, Virilio asserts that from a military perspective (and its subsequent narrating of images, visions and stories), space is seen and produced as a habitat that is to be defended, conquered, occupied, secured and colonised. For Virilio, it is all about speed, whereby ‘speed rules over space’. The idea is most poignantly expressed in his concept of dromology as the study and impact of increasing speed and transport and communications on the development of land-use (Virilio 2000). In this chapter I seize upon Virilio’s insights on the space/technology relationship but want to begin by shifting the focus slightly away from speed and informational systems to the one of space itself, the question of what happens to space and the role of spatial inventions. I want to probe on Virilio’s notion of ‘critical space’; as the author contends, space finds itself in a critical situation, just like one would speak of critical times, or of a critical situation. Space is under threat. Not only matter is threatened, space too is being destroyed. But is being rebuilt at the same time. (Virilio 1999: 33) Following Virilio, space becomes critical by virtue of performances that generate a sense of instantaneity and ubiquity - in the context of this chapter this is reflected by means of military technology and weaponry in outer space: we are now enmeshed in a practice of warfighting that can be easily projected and simulated, without delay, and onto various dimensions (sea, air, exoatmospheric). A virtual - yet ‘earth bound’ - battlefield can be mapped onto outer space, where weapons are placed a long distance away - yet the proximity and instantaneity of fighting against an ‘other’ appears possible at all times and from anywhere. In this sense, I argue that the concept of critical space allows us to unearth the ways in which military technology deterritorialises physical space - the doing away of matter - while it simultaneously constitutes the condition of possibility for the production of certain (new) spatial imageries which serve to create and perpetuate a particular claim to the legitimacy and authority regarding weapons in space and their modes of destruction.
Impact – Totalitarianism

The cult of progress results in totalitarianism.

Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
As many have noted, Merleau-Ponty's recovery of the body can be characterized as a sort of 'phenomenological humanism' - a humanism that has little in common with the Renaissance, which is usually cited as its origin. One of the most incisive phenomenological humanists in this regard is found in the figure of Arendt, a thinker of Jewish extraction who was forced into exile during WWII. In her reflections on the origins of totalitarianism, Arendt concluded that the uprooting and fragmentation of the political body was the primary factor that allowed it to occur, arguing that it would never have been possible had it not been for the replacement of the conviviality of 'common sense' with the instrumental science of Darwin and the terrorist method of Hitler. Thus, it is of little surprise that in later work she referred to the launch of the first satellite into space as the contemporary manifestation of the Platonic escape of the soul from its bodily prison" except that in this case it was in reference to the body's escape from what had come to be seen as its terrestrial prison - an enduring tendency in Western civilization that resonates to a disturbing extent with the totalitarian strategy of alienating the animal, social and territorial bodies from their political ecology in order to control them directly. As she elaborates, this strategy "substitutes for the boundaries and channels of communication between individual men a band of iron which holds them so tightly together that it is as though their plurality had disappeared into One Man of gigantic dimension. To abolish the fences of laws between me - as tyranny does - means to take away man's liberties and destroy freedom as a living political reality".37But it does not stop there, for, as she points out, it also installs a motor into the ideology of natural or historical 'evolution' such that the acceleration of 'progress' becomes the essence of politics, and the iron band of terror, through disrupting the ecology in which bodies come to know themselves, prepares each body equally for the role of victims and executioners at one and the same time. As she explains, "the compulsion of total terror on one side, which, with its iron band, presses masses of isolated men together and supports them in a world which has become a wilderness for them, and the self-coercive force of logical deduction on the other, which prepares each individual in his lonely isolation against all others, correspond to each other and need each other in order to set the terror-ruled movement into motion and keep it moving''.38 Thus totalitarianism conquers by dividing and uniting at the same time, by reconstructing the disassembled political body as an 'organized loneliness' which, although it thrives on creating an individual experience as such, is not truly solitary in its effects, but paradoxically becomes a totality of all previously subjective bodies into a single totalitarian body, a 'shrunken head' suddenly miniaturized to a dimension at once more discernible and pliable from the perspective of power. Indeed, it is a similar 'shrinking down to size' of the plurality of cultures that has come as a result of the pollution of distances concomitant with the mass deployment of communications technologies39that Arendt cites as the basis for the American ascendancy to global hegemony, a transformation that makes the great plurality of the world manageable by a select few, in that every relationship between beings that had once formed the convivial basis for the political body has now been suddenly uprooted and liquidated, thus destroying the capacity of individuals and groups to discern between the true and the false, the real and the virtually real, the just and the unjust.
Impact – War/Totalitarianism
The technological distortion of reality eliminates the social and political realtions that check the escalation of war – makes violence and tyranny inevitable.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

By accelerating, globalization turns reality inside out like a glove. From now on, your nearest and dearest is a stranger and the exotic, a neighbour. The deregulation of transportation is topped by the derangement of a foreclosure that triggers exclusion of the 'close' to the momentary advantage of any 'far-off' whatever that you happen to stumble across in the telescoping of civilizations.

The expectation horizons of a past three centuries old that is now over - those of total revolution and total war - have been outpaced by the anguished expectation of the (ecoeschatological) Great Accident of which industrial accidents and terrorist attacks are only ever prefigurations, symptoms of a complete reversal in the orientation of humanity.

But this very latest attack is inseparable from the accident in time, 10 since the acquisition of the speed of light shatters the plurality of social times and favours a generalized synchronization of action, interactivity then outpacing customary activity. Teleaction that eliminates not only the long durations of familial and social relations, but also those of the political economics of nations in tandem with their military strategy.

Whence the recent drastic overhaul of the substantial war (Clausewitzian, if you like), boosting this anonymous and fundamentally risky accidental war, that hooks up declared hostilities to industrial or other accidents, thereby promoting a fatal confusion between attack and accident.

Global terrorism is, in fact, like fate and its 'strokes of luck', good or bad, the force of destiny completing the force of the traditional army equipped with weapons of mass destruction, inherited from the age of world war, now over. But listen to Victor Hugo: 'l have defined and delimited the "state of siege": if anarchy is the arbitrary in the street, the arbitrary is the anarchy of power.' 11 From novv on, the 'state of siege' is globalization, this foreclosure that transforms, or soon will transform, every state into a police state, every army into a police force and every community into a ghetto ....

And so, globalization's closed-field effect is nothing less than the progressive strangulation of the legitimate state of representative democracy, the society of strict supervision taking over from the society of local seclusion. After the standardization ushered in by the industrial revolution, synchronization (of opinions, of decisions) has come to set up an ultimate model of tyranny: the tyranny of this real time of forced interaction that replaces the real space of action and its free reaction v.rithin the expanse of a world that is open ... but only for a little while longer. 
Impact – Ethics
We have an ethical responsibility to future generations to expose the accident.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

And so, the havoc wreaked by secular or religious ideologies, peddled by totalitarian regimes, is about to be outstripped by that wreaked by thought technologies that are likely to end, if we are not careful, in MADNESS, in an insane love of excess, as the suicidal nature of certain contemporary acts would tend to bear out, from Auschwitz right up to the military concept of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD), to say nothing of the 'imbalance of terror' kickstarted in New York in 2001 by the suicide bombers of the World Trade Center. 

Indeed, not to use weapons, military tools, any more but simple air transport vehicles to destroy buildings, and being prepared to die in the process, is to set up a fatal confusion between the terrorist attack and the accident and to use the 'quality' of the deliberate accident to the detriment of the quality of the aeroplane, as well as the 'quantity' of innocent lives sacrificed, thereby exceeding the bounds once set by ethics, religious or philosophical. 

Actually, the imperative of responsibility for the generations to come requires that we now expose accidents along with the frequency of their industrial and post-industrial repetition. 

Impact – Value to Life
The affirmative subordination to technology reduces the human body to a piece of technology and destroys all inherent value. 

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
Contemporary science and technology for Virilio are thus producing new forms of experience, new modes of perception and representation, and new objects of experience that decenter the human subject, that replace human cognition with technological vision, and displace human labor power in favor of automated technological production. Losing control over its world, the human subject becomes a mere recording device and the human body is reduced to functions in a technological system. Material reality is decentered and a new technological idealism generates concepts increasingly distant from common sense, the body and material world, the conceptual systems of the past, and lived experience. In addition to the loss of the concrete object of perception, of the realm of appearance and material reality, of the body, Virilio mourns the disappearance of the city, the state, and the end of politics in the new globalized technopolis. Just as computer-aided production and a new virtual form of automation displace human labor power, so too does "flexible accumulation" (David Harvey), the new global division and organization of production, and international financial markets, data bases, and simultaneity of information transmission, communication, and video representation obliterate previous experiences and concepts of time and space, producing a grave new world of transnational global corporations, political organizations, and cities, displacing the national firm, the city, the nation-state, and previous forms and sites of modern politics. Indeed, for Virilio part of the "lost dimension" is the end of politics in a world of increased speed and virtualities. This is most evident in the realm of military technology in which the complexity of weapon systems create ever shorter response times for humans to react to frightening computer-generated information concerning military threats and in which military technology itself can autonomously generate catastrophes ranging from "friendly fire" incidents to nuclear apocalypse. But the loss of stable referents of the political -- the city, state, nation -- in the deterritorialized and volatilized virtual and global spaces of the new information economy and polity, also render human participation in politics perplexing and perhaps futile.
The journey into space destroys the remnants of our humanity and makes life unlivable.
Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
_The Vision Machine_ did not, however, explore in any great detail the new forms of information technology, multimedia, or high tech warfare, providing instead an introduction to the ways that new vision machines influence perception and representation. It is in _Open Sky_ (1997b [1995]) and many interviews and articles of the 1990s that Virilio interrogates the new information technology. His central insight is that new information, communication, and transportation technology is taking us out of this world, beyond the limits of space and time, outside of nature and the material world into a new dimension with its own temporality, spatiality, and modes of being. Virilio fears that this journey will take us out of our bodies, minds, nature, and world as we have experienced and known it into a terrifying new sphere that will cause disastrous, possibly fatal, mutations of mind, body, and experience. For Virilio, the astronauts are harbingers of a new experience beyond the familiar space and time coordinates of material existence. Shot into outer space beyond the laws of gravity and earth's spatial and temporal coordinates, the astronauts found themselves in a no place and no time continuum without fixed coordinates or dimensions. In this new dimension, some experienced the vertigo of disorientation and collapsed into madness after their return, or into strange metaphysical musings. Virilio' comments here, however, are somewhat anecdotal and serve more as metaphorical and rhetorical devices to dramatize the strangeness of outer space travel and the displacement of our scientific and conceptual schemes in this new dimension than a serious scrutiny of the effects of space flight on human beings.
Impact – Integral Accident

Society is fast approaching the integral accident that will threaten all life – action now is key
Virilio 4 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, Editor is Steve Redhead – Professor of Legal Studies in the Faculty of Social Science and Humanities at the University of Ontario Institute of Technology and PhD, “The Paul Virilio Reader”, Columbia University Press, ISBN: 0-231-13482-7, pg. 256-257) MGM

Proof, if proof were needed, that far from promoting quietude, our industrialized societies throughout the twentieth century have essentially developed disquiet and the major risk, and this is so even if we leave out of account the recent proliferation of weapons of mass destruction… Hence the urgent need to reverse this trend which consists in exposing us to the most catastrophic accidents produced by the techno-scientific spirit, and to establish the opposite approach which would consist in exposing or exhibiting the accident as the major enigma of modern Progress. Although some car companies carry out more than 400 crash tests annually in the attempt to improve the safety of their vehicles, this still does not prevent television channels from continually inflicting road-death statistics on us (not to mention the tragedies which see the present repeatedly plunged into mourning). It is certainly high time (alongside the ecological approaches that relate to the various ways in which the biosphere is polluted) for the beginnings of an eschatological approach to technical progress to emerge – an approach to that finitude without which the much-vaunted globalisation is in danger of itself becoming a life-size catastrophe. Both a natural and a man-made catastrophe, a general catastrophe and not one specific to any particular technology or region of the world, which would far exceed the disasters currently covered by the insurance companies – a catastrophe of which the long-term drama of Chernobyl remains emblematic. So as to avoid in the near future experiencing an integral accident on a planetary scale, an accident capable of incorporating a whole host of incidents and disasters in a chain reaction, we should right now build, inhabit and plan a laboratory of cataclysms – the technical progress accident museum – so as to avoid the accident of substances, revealed by Aristotle, being succeeded by the knowledge accident – that major philosophical catastrophe which genetic engineering, coming on the heels of atomic power, bears within it. Whether we like it or not, globalization is today the fateful mark of a finitude. Paraphrasing Paul Valery, we might assert without fear of contradiction that ‘the time of the finite world is coming to an end’ and that there is an urgent need to assert that knowledge marks the finitude of man, just as ecology marks that of his geophysical environment. 
Impact – Accidents 
Embedded within the creation of every new technology is the inevitability of it’s accident – the only question is how destructive the accident will be.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

'There is no science of the accident,' Aristotle cautioned a long tin1e ago. Despite the existence of risk studies which assess risks, there is no accidentology, but only a process of fortuitous discovery, archaeotechnological invention. To invent the sailing ship or steamer is to invent the shiplwreck. To invent the train is to invent the mil accident of derailment. To invent the farnily automobile is to produce the pile-up on the highway.

To get what is heavier than air to take off in the form of an aeroplane or dirigible is to invent the crash, the air disaster. As for the space shuttle, Challenger, its blowing up in flight in the same year that the tragedy of Chernobyl occurred is the original accident of a new motor, the equivalent of the first shipwreck of the very first ship.

An indirect invention of the breakdown of computer (or other) systems, look at the econornic upheaval in the financial markets when suddenly, with the stockmarket crash, the hidden face of the econornic sciences and technologies of d b automate dealing in values rears up, like the iceberg before the Titanic, only on Wall Street, in Tokyo and in Lon:ion

And so, if, for Aristotle some little time ago and for us today, the accident reveals the substance, this is in fact because WHAT CROPS UP (accidens) is a sort of analysis, a technoanalysis of WHAT IS BENEATH (substare) any knowledge. 

It follows that fighting against the darnage done by Progress above all rncans uncovering the hidden truth of our successes in this accidental revelation - in no way apocalyptic - of the incriminated substances.

Whence the urgent need, at the threshold of the third n1illennium, for public recognition of this type of innovatwn that cmnes and feeds off every technology, as the twentieth centurv never ceased stunningly demonstrating.

On this score, too, political ecology cannot long go on sweeping under the carpet the eschatological dimension of the cal annties caused by the positivist ideology of Progress. 

So the dromologue, or, if you like, the analyst ot the phenomena of acceleration, is consistent in thinking that if speed is responsible for the exponential development of the artificial accidents of the twentieth century, it is also every bit as responsible for the increased impact of ecological accidents (the sundry instances of pollution of the environment) as, let's say, the eschatological calmnities that are loorning with the very recent discoveries of crenomics and biotechnologies. 1

Once upon a time the local accident was still precisely situatedas in the North Atlantic tor the Titanic. But the global accident no longer is and its fallout now extends to whole continents, anticipating the integral accident that is in danger of becorning, tomorrow or the day after, our sole habitat, the havoc wreaked by Progress then extending not only to the whole of geophysical space, but especially to. timespans of several centuries, to say nothing of the dimensions of a 'cellular Hiroshima'.

Actually if the substance is absolute and essential (to science) and if the, accident is relative and contingent, we can now identify the 'substance' at the beginning of specific fields of knowledge and the 'accident' at the end of the philosophical intuition that Aristotle and a few others pioneered .

Far from urging some 'millenarian catastrophism', there is no question here of making a tragedy out of an accident with the aim of scaring the hordes as the mass media so often do but only of finally taking accidents seriously.
The plan’s attempt to develop space results in inevitable accidents – error replication turns any chance of solvency. 
Featherstone 1 – PhD in Social Theory at Staffordshire University, teaches social theory and anthropology at Keele University (Fall 2000/Winter 2001, Mark, “Speed and Violence: Sacrifice in Virilio, Derrida, and Girard”, Anthropoetics – the Journal of Generative Anthropology 6, no. 2, http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.127.4057&rep=rep1&type=pdf#page=53) MGM

Paul Virilio’s theory of the accident suggests that when one creates technology one also engineers the faults and mistakes that plague the machine. Virilio shows how technology and the accident are caught in a dynamic relationship, akin to Descartes’ (O’Neill, 2000) manic quest to exorcise doubt; the more complex the technology one develops the more evasive the faults that cause the machine to malfunction become. Thus, the invention of new technology represents the attempt to order the disorder of the system and drive out the chaotic influence of the accident. Regarding this technology / accident economy, Virilio writes: The accident is an inverted miracle, a secular miracle, a revelation. When you invent the ship, you also invent the shipwreck; when you invent the plane you also invent the plane crash; and when you invent electricity, you invent electrocution...Every technology carries its own negativity, which is invented at the same time as technical progress (1999: 89). Here, Virilio’s attempt to see technology as totality explains the idea of the accident as negative invention. Later in the same interview, Politics of the Very Worst, he expands his position in order to show how the machine combats error through technological innovation: ...the development of technologies can only happen through the analysis and surpassing of these accidents. When the European railroads were introduced, the traffic was poorly regulated and accidents multiplied. The railroad engineers convened in Brussels in 1880 and invented the famous block system. It was a way to effectively regulate traffic so as to avoid the devastating effects of progress, train wrecks. The sinking of the Titanic is a similar example. After this tragedy, SOS was developed, a way of calling for help by radio. The explosion of the Challenger space shuttle is a considerable event that reveals the original accident of the engine in the same way as the shipwreck of the first ocean liner (1999: 89). 2 Virilio’s reference to the Challenger space shuttle as the "original accident of the engine" allows one to understand the moment of the machine’s error from a theoretical point of view. It shows how the radical over-determination of the mechanical structure is represented by the accidental event and invites us to see how the crash is constitutive of the violent expenditure of an excessive "supplement," that the crash occurs because the machine has been designed to work at speeds that leave absolutely no room for error. Thus Virilio explains how the excessive pace of progressive technology is limited by the faults the accident exposes. The essential function of the destructive event is to consume the excessive energy of the superabundant machine and prolong the productivity of the technological model. According to this realization it is clear that the destructive accident is also the source of the machine’s renewal; its destructive consumption allows for the endless re-invention of the ordered system.
Technology always causes accidents

Kellner 8 – Professor, George F. Kneller Philosophy of Education Chair, Social Sciences and Comparative Education, UCLA (8/31/2008, Douglas, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflections”, Illuminations: The Critical Theory Website, http://intermedios.geografias.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/virilioilluminationskellner.pdf) MGM

Virilio claims that every technology involves its accompanying accident: with the invention of the ship, you get the ship wreck; the plane brings on plane crashes; the automobile, car accidents, and so on. For Virilio, the technocratic vision is thus one-sided and flawed in that it postulates a perfect technological system, a seamless cybernetic realm of instrumentality and control in which all processes are determined by and follow technological laws (Baudrillard also, to some extent, reproduces this cybernetic and technological imaginary in his writings; see Kellner 1989b). In the real world, however, accidents are part and parcel of technological systems, they expose its limitations, they subvert idealistic visions of technology. Accidents are consequently, in Virilio’s view, an integral part of all modes of transportation, industrial production, war and military organization, and other technological systems. He suggests that in science a Hall of Accidents should be put next to each Hall of Machines: “Every technology, every science should choose its specific accident, and reveal it as a product--not in a moralistic, protectionist way (safety first), but rather as a product to be ‘epistemotechnically’ questioned. At the end of the nineteenth century, museums exhibited machines: at the end of the twentieth century, I think we must grant the formative dimensions of the accident its rightful place in a new museum” (Virilio and Lotringer 1983).[5] 

The invention of technology is simulataneously the invention of it’s failure.  

Featherstone, 01 (Mark, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, “Speed and Violence: Sacrifice in Virilio, Derrida, and Girard,” Anthropoetics 6, no. 2 Fall 2000 / Winter 2001 http://www.anthropoetics.ucla.edu/ap0602/virilio.htm)
Paul Virilio’s theory of the accident suggests that when one creates technology one also engineers the faults and mistakes that plague the machine. Virilio shows how technology and the accident are caught in a dynamic relationship, akin to Descartes’ (O’Neill, 2000) manic quest to exorcise doubt; the more complex the technology one develops the more evasive the faults that cause the machine to malfunction become. Thus, the invention of new technology represents the attempt to order the disorder of the system and drive out the chaotic influence of the accident. Regarding this technology / accident economy, Virilio writes: The accident is an inverted miracle, a secular miracle, a revelation. When you invent the ship, you also invent the shipwreck; when you invent the plane you also invent the plane crash; and when you invent electricity, you invent electrocution...Every technology carries its own negativity, which is invented at the same time as technical progress (1999: 89). Here, Virilio’s attempt to see technology as totality explains the idea of the accident as negative invention. Later in the same interview, Politics of the Very Worst, he expands his position in order to show how the machine combats error through technological innovation: ...the development of technologies can only happen through the analysis and surpassing of these accidents. When the European railroads were introduced, the traffic was poorly regulated and accidents multiplied. The railroad engineers convened in Brussels in 1880 and invented the famous block system. It was a way to effectively regulate traffic so as to avoid the devastating effects of progress, train wrecks. The sinking of the Titanic is a similar example. After this tragedy, SOS was developed, a way of calling for help by radio. The explosion of the Challenger space shuttle is a considerable event that reveals the original accident of the engine in the same way as the shipwreck of the first ocean liner (1999: 89). 2 Virilio’s reference to the Challenger space shuttle as the "original accident of the engine" allows one to understand the moment of the machine’s error from a theoretical point of view. It shows how the radical over-determination of the mechanical structure is represented by the accidental event and invites us to see how the crash is constitutive of the violent expenditure of an excessive "supplement," that the crash occurs because the machine has been designed to work at speeds that leave absolutely no room for error. Thus Virilio explains how the excessive pace of progressive technology is limited by the faults the accident exposes. The essential function of the destructive event is to consume the excessive energy of the superabundant machine and prolong the productivity of the technological model. According to this realization it is clear that the destructive accident is also the source of the machine’s renewal; its destructive consumption allows for the endless re-invention of the ordered system.

Endless innovation and technological improvements will inevitably cause the ecological destruction
Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: I totally agree. As a so-called ‘war baby', I have been deeply marked by the accident, the catastrophe, and thus by sudden changes, and upheavals. I am a child of the Blitzkrieg, the ‘lightning war', I am a child of history's acceleration, as Daniel Halévy put it in 1947.5 Hence, it is clear that my work is a critical analysis of modernity, but through a perception of technology which is largely, I might say, catastrophic. I say catastrophic, not catastrophist. This is because I have witnessed the drama of total war myself, I have lived through it, the millions of deaths, the cities razed to the ground, all that. As far as `hyper' or `super' modernism is concerned, I think we are not out of modernity yet, by far. I think that modernity will only come to a halt within the ambit of what I call the `integral accident' (Virilio, 1989b [1986], 1997). I believe that technical modernity, modernity taken as the outcome of technical inventions over the past two centuries, can only be stopped by an integral ecological accident, which, in a certain way, I am forecasting. Each and every invention of a technical object has also been the innovation of a particular accident. From the sum total of the technosciences does arise, and will arise a ‘generalized accident' (1997). And this will be modernism's end.\
Technology always causes accidents, which risks impacts like nuclear conflict

Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: Let me put it this way: every time a technology is invented, take shipping for instance, an accident is invented together with it, in this case, the shipwreck, which is exactly contemporaneous with the invention of the ship. The invention of the railway meant, perforce, the invention of the railway disaster. The invention of the aeroplane brought the air crash in its wake. Now, the three accidents I have just mentioned are specific and localized accidents. The Titanic sank at a given location. A train de-rails at another location and a plane crashes, again, somewhere else. This is a fundamental point, because people tend to focus on the vehicle, the invention itself, but not on the accident, which is its consequence. As an art critic of technology, I always try to emphasize both the invention and the accident. But the occurrence of the accident is being denied. This is the result of the hype which always goes together with technical objects, as with Bill Gates and cyberspace, for instance. The hype in favour of technology dismisses its negative aspects. It is a positive thing to have electricity, it is a wonderful device, but at the same time it is based on nuclear energy. Thus what these three types of accidents have in common is that they are localized, and this is because they are about relative velocities, the transport velocities of ships, trains and planes. But from the moment that the absolute velocity of electromagnetic waves is put to use, the potential of the accident is no longer local, but general. It is no longer a particular accident, hence the possibility arises of a generalized accident. Let me stress the point by giving you two examples: the collapse of the stock exchange and radioactivity as result of a nuclear conflict. These examples mean that when an event takes place somewhere today, the possibility arises that it might destroy everything. A virus in an electronic network, an atomic leakage in Chernobyl – and that was not much, compared to a massive nuclear strike. Today's collapse of the stock exchange is a nice icon for the integral accident, in the sense that a very small occurrence changes everything, as the speed of quotations and programmed trading spreads and enhances any trend instantaneously. What happened a few weeks ago in [South East] Asia is an integral accident, well, almost an integral accident. 

Accidents Outweigh

Accidents comparatively outweigh all other impacts.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

A society that unthinkingly privileges the present, real time, to the detriment of past and future, also privileges accidents. Since, at every moment, everything happens, most often unexpectedly, a civilization that implements immediacy, ubiquity and instantaneity, stages accidents and disasters.

Confirmation of this fact is provided for us, moreover, by the insurance companies, in particular by the Sigma study recently conducted on behalf of Swiss Re, the second biggest re-insurer in the world.

Recently made public, this study, which has listed, every year for the last twenty years, technical disasters (explosions, fires, acts of terrorism, and so on) and natural disasters (floods, earthquakes, hurricanes, and so on), only takes into account the set of disasters exceeding 35 million US dollars in damage.

'For the first time,' the Swiss analysts note, 'since the 1990s, a period when the damage due to natural catastrophes was greater than technical damage, the trend is the reverse, with technical damage at 70 per cent.' 1

Proof, if proof were needed, that far from promoting quietude, our industrialized societies have, over the course of the twentieth century, intensifted anxiety and increased major risks, and this is not to mention the recent proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Whence the urgent necessity of reversing a trend that consists in exposing us to the most catastrophic accidents deriving from technoscientific genius, in order to kick-start the opposite approach which would consist  in exposing the accident- exhibiting it- as the major enigma of modern progress. 
AT: Nuke War Outweighs

Information bomb outweighs nuclear war

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
Virilio goes on to claim that fallout from the "information bomb" will be as lethal for the socius as nuclear bombs, destroying social memory, relations, traditions, and community with an instantaneous overload of information. Thus, the technological "monks" who promote the information revolution are guilty of "sins in technical fundamentalism, of which we witness the consequences, the evil effects, today." One wonders, however, if the discourse of "sin," "evil," and "fundamentalism" is appropriate to characterize the effects and uses of new technologies which are, contrary to Virilio, hotly and widely debated, hardly monolithic, and, in my view, highly ambiguous, mixing what might be appraised as positive and negative features and effects.

AT: We Solve War

The aff is caught trying to solve the war of yesterday while only making the war of tomorrow more devastating.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

Let us sum up: yesterday's was a totalitarian war, in which the dominant elements were quantity, mass and the power of the atomic bomb. Tomorrow's war will be globalitarian, in which, by virtue of the information bomb, the qualitative will be of greater importance than geophysical scale or population size. 

Not 'clean war' with zero deaths, but 'pure war' with zero births for certain species which have disappeared from the bio-diversity of living matter.11 The warfare of tomorrow - and here it will be comparable with the 'desk murders' of yesteryear - will not be so much an affair of desks as of laboratories - of laboratories with their doors flung wide to the radiant future of transgenic species, supposedly better adapted to the pollution of a small planet held in suspension in the ether of telecommunications. 
***ALTERNATIVE***
Alt Solvency – Eschatology
Our recognition of the limits of technology enables us to break free and avoid the inevitable extinction that will accompany continuing “progress”

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

The feeling of insecurity that has crept up over the last dozen years or so in the city is not only linked to the discourteous acts of so-called 'incivility' currently plaguing city-dwellers. It is, it would seen, a symptom of a new expectation horizon, a third kind of horizon after 'revolution' and 'war' the Great War, the 'war to end wars'. I am talking about the expectation of the integral accident, this Great Accident that is not merely ecological. The latter has been part of our general mindset for the last thirty years or so. The integral accident is also, and above all, eschatological. It is the accident of a world now foreclosed in what is touted as 'globalization', this internationalization at once desired and dreaded now the subject of endless debate, as though the anthropological horizon of ideas and ideals suddenlv felt blocked off both by the foreclosure represented by a geographical lockdown and by the suddenness of worldwide interactivitv of exchange. '

There is immense expectation now, in fact, of an integral accident. Horror films are not just the formatted products of the Hollywood dream machine and of the bid to systematically scare viewers or cinemagoers, as though hell lay at the heart of the world. No. What this is about is the recent emergence of an end-of-the-world feeling - an end in no way apocalyptic or millenarian, synonymous with some end of History but, more simply, an end of geography, as though the overhyped consumer society had finally consumed planetary space-time and been duly taken over in turn by the new communications society.

While ancient societies were almost all agoraphobic, shut in on themselves in their closed cities, within their outsized enclosures, postmodern societies suddenly seem claustrophobic, as though the open city of our day only leads, in the end, to exclusion.

'Completion is a limit,' Aristotle announced in his second axiom. The foreclosed world of economic and political globalization is effectively the ultimate limit of the geopolitics of nations, and the feeling of panicky insecurity felt by whole populations, along with the gigantic migration flows. of the imminent repopulation of continents, are proof of th1s. The warning costs nothing and our democracies would do well to heed it before future tyrants use it to their own advantage.

And so, what is emerging, alongside the pollution of substances (of air, water, fauna and flora) at the very start of the twenty-first century, is the sudden pollution of distances and of the intervals that make up the very density of our daily reality; of this real space of our activities that the interactivity of the real time of instantaneous exchanges erachcates: the 'grey ecology' of the pollution of the life-size that rounds off the 'green ecology' of the pollution of nature by our chemicals and other products.

Here, we might mention the emergence of two currents of thought that are in no way antagonistic but complementary: substantialism (or, if you prefer, materialism) and accidentalism (or, if you prefer, spiritualism).

How can we fail to see that the primary political movement of the widespread accident is, of course, the one commonly referred to as 'the Greens'? A movement that is naturally more concerned with the pollution of material substances than with the pollution of time distances that reduces to nothing, or almost nothing, the extent and duration of our habitat; this human environment that, besides matter, yet possesses geophysical dimensions and proportions that are unextendable.

Proportions every bit as vital as water or the air we breathe for those who already fear that the great Locking Up of the seventeenth century (at the origins of the Revolution of the Enlightenn1ent, according to Michel Foucault) might be reproduced - only, this time, not on the scale of the asvlums or prisons of the Ancien Regime, but on a scale encompassing the entire world.

This is why we urgently need a second political movement focused on the integral accident that would complement the first - an eschatological party, this one, parallel to the ecological party officially recognized today. . Like the highs and lows of stereophony, this twin ecopolitical movement would create the effect of a field, a raised profile now indispensable to the right as well as the left in our democratic assemblies, since, as we all sense, this classic political representation will not be able to survive in the absence of a genuinely geopolitical definition of ecology. In other words, unless it takes account not only of the famous 'imperative of responsibility' of elected representatives, but also the 'precautionary principle' and the principle of vigilance of scientists and other decision-makers running the show.

In this sense the crisis or, rather, the accident in 'representative democracy' has nothing short-lived about it, since the televiewer-citizen can't be governed like an unregistered student or a nineteenth-century reader, his vision of the world being literally completely different. This is something that certain ecologists have just cottoned on to, such as the Griinen in Germany, who are now bent on coming up with a better interpretation of the notion of globalization itself - an ecological as much as an economic variety. 1 

'The civilized world should take seriously the growing threat of Terror on a catastrophic scale,' declared George W Bush, on 15 March 2002. Seriously, certainly, but not tragically, otherwise we would end up lapsing into nihilism and leaping, without any transition, fi:om the euphoria of the consumer societv to the neurasthenia of a society of dereliction about which Karl Kraus was clearly apprehensive when he wrote, in 1914: 'Shrouded in the neurasthenia of hate, all is truth.' 2

How can we fail to realize the extent to which, today, the game of politics has been defused and debased by this 'new idea' of so-called happiness carried by the looming shadow of the Revolution of the Enlightenment- but also by that of the Terror? How can we fail to see how powerless we are to tackle the major hazards and great disruptions looming large, in the face of which our hedonistic culture is basically defenceless?

Geopolitical ecology would also mean this: facing up to the unpredictable, to this Medusa of technical progress that literally exterminates the whole world. 
Alt Solvency – Ethics
We have an ethical obligation to reject their unquestioned faith in technology – status quo accidents will destroy all life.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

But, let's get back to this technoanalysis revelatory of 'substance’ – in other words, what lies beneath technicians' knowledge. Techniques are always streets ahead of the mentalities of competent personnel in the area of innovation, as the essayist, John Berger likes to claim, in any case (‘In every creation, whether it involves an original idea, a painting or a poem, error always sits alongside skill.  Skill is never presented on its own; there is no skill, no creative talent, without error’).  But this is because the accident is inseparable from the speed with which it unexpectedly surges up. And so this 'virtual speed' of the catastrophic surprise really should be studied instead of merely the 'actual speed' of objects and engines fresh off the drawing board.

Just as we need to protect ourselves (at any cost) from excess in real speed by means of breaks and automated safety systems, we have to try and protect ourselves from excess in virtual speed, from what unexpectedly happens to 'substance', meamng to what lies bmeath the engineer's awareness as producer.

This is the 'archaeotechnological' invention itself, the discovery evoked above.

In his Physics, Aristotle remarks at the outset that it IS not Time as such that corrupts and destroys, but what crops up (accidens). So it is indeed the passage of Time, in other words the speed with which they crop up that achieves the sum of all things, every 'substance' being, in the end, a victim of the accident in the traffic circulation of time.

That being the case, it's all too easy to imagine the havoc wreaked by the accident in Time, with the instantaneity of the ternporal compression of data in the course of globalization, and the unimaginable dangers of the synchronization of knowledge.

And so, the 'imperative of responsibility' evoked by Hans Jonas really ought to be applied, in the first place, to the need for a new intelliuence or understanding of the production of accidents, this reckless industry that the ‘military-industrial complex’ refuses to think about, even though the 'military-industrial complex' bombarded us, throughout the entire past century, with the sudden militarization of the sciences, most notably, the fatal invention of weapons of mass destruction and a thermonuclear bomb capable of extinguishing all life on the planet.
In fact, the visible speed of the substance – that of the means of transport, of computing, of information - is only ever the tip of the iceberg of the invisible speed of the accident.  This holds true just as much for road traffic as for the trafhc of values. 

If you need convincing, all you have to do is look at the very latest stock exchange crashes, the successive burstings of the speculatrve bubbles of the single market in a financial system that is now interconnected or has gone on-line.

Faced with this state of affairs, very largely catastrophic for the very future of humanity, we have no choice but to take stock of the urgent need for nuking perceptible, if not visible, the speed with which accidents surge up, plunging history into mourning.

To do this, apart from searching in vain for some black box capable of revealing the parameters of the contemporary disaster, we have to try as fast as possible to define the flagrant nature of disasters peculiar to new technologies. And we have to do this using scientific expertise, of course, but also a philosophical and cultural approach that would wash its hands of the promotional expressionism of the promoters of materials, since, as Malraux said, 'culture is what made man sornething more than an accident in the Universe.' 

Alt Solvency – Resistance

Resistance to the inevitability of technological development can expose its flaws and lead to political change.

Virilio 2k – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (Paul, “Ctheory Interview With Paul Virilio: The Kosovo War Took Place In Orbital Space”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom, Interview published a by CTheory a peer-review journal, http://www.ctheory.net/articles.aspx?id=132) MGM

Paul Virilio: Resistance is always possible! But we must engage in resistance first of all by developing the idea of a technological culture. However, at the present time, this idea is grossly underdeveloped. For example, we have developed an artistic and a literary culture. Nevertheless, the ideals of technological culture remain underdeveloped and therefore outside of popular culture and the practical ideals of democracy. This is also why society as a whole has no control over technological developments. And this is one of the gravest threats to democracy in the near future. It is, then, imperative to develop a democratic technological culture. Even among the elite, in government circles, technological culture is somewhat deficient. I could give examples of cabinet ministers, including defence ministers, who have no technological culture at all. In other words, what I am suggesting is that the hype generated by the publicity around the Internet and so on is not counter balanced by a political intelligence that is based on a technological culture. For instance, in 1999, Bill Gates not only published a new book on work at the speed of thought but also detailed how Microsoft's 'Falconview' software would enable the destruction of bridges in Kosovo. Thus it is no longer a Caesar or a Napoleon who decides on the fate of any particular war but a piece of software! In short, the political intelligence of war and the political intelligence of society no longer penetrate the technoscientific world. Or, let us put it this way, technoscientific intelligence is presently insufficiently spread among society at large to enable us to interpret the sorts of technoscientific advances that are taking shape today. 
***A2: AFF ARGUMENTS***

AT: Framework

Technological simulation is comparatively a more important issue than the plan.
Kellner 8 – Professor, George F. Kneller Philosophy of Education Chair, Social Sciences and Comparative Education, UCLA (8/31/2008, Douglas, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflections”, Illuminations: The Critical Theory Website, http://intermedios.geografias.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/virilioilluminationskellner.pdf) MGM

Yet Virilio differs from Baudrillard in his theorizing of contemporary technological society. In an interview with John Armitrage published in this issue, Virilio says that he disagrees with Baudrillard over the issue of simulation, seeing simulation not as an obliteration of reality, but instead as substitution, in which a technological reality replaces a human one, as photography substitutes itself for real life, or film substitutes the static representation of the real with “moving pictures,” or, in our day, when virtual reality substitutes itself for “real life.” Consequently, unlike Baudrillard, Virilio believes reality does not disappear, but is rather displaced by another mode of reality, a virtual reality: “Thus, there is no simulation, but substitution. Reality has become symmetrical. The splitting of reality in two parts is a considerable event which goes beyond simulation” (Virilio 1997a: 43). Thus, whereas for Baudrillard reality disappears in hyperreality, for Virilio new technologies provide a substitute reality, a virtual reality which becomes more powerful and seductive than ordinary reality. 

Focus on technology alters our perception of the world – we are a prerequisite to political comprehension.
Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
Virilio further argues that new technologies alter our mode of perception and experience, change the way we see and experience the world, and that in particular technologies of speed have produced an increasingly fragmented, discontinuous, and transhistorical mode of experience that grasps instances and partial relations rather than whole fields. In his view, technological time has thus invaded the time and space of the city and other sites of habitation, creating new rhythms, experiences, and modes of interaction that dramatically transform social and everyday life. Virilio describes what he calls "endo-colonization" in which the state colonizes its own urban spaces and then global institutions colonize the entire world. Concretizing this vision, Mike Davis writes: "No wonder that the contemporary American inner city resembles nothing so much as the classical colonial city, with the towers of the white rulers and colons militarily set off from the casbah or indigenous city (1985: 111). But more striking, as we shall see in the following sections, is the eruption of new "vision machines" that create autonomous realms of experience and perception.

AT: Framework (Debris/Weapons)

Questioning why we weaponize and exploit space is key to changing our relationship to space
Bormann 6 – Visiting Assistant Professor at the Department of Political Science at Northeastern, PhD in International Policies (3/2006, Natalie, “The Lost Dimension? A Virilian reading of Outer Space Weaponization”, ISA Conference in San Diego) MGM

Why should this matter? I can think of two reasons for a renewed interest in questioning and criticizing spatiality: First, only by uncovering the processes that lead to the creation of seeing and inventing Outer Space as a sphere of permanent crisis and its ‘in-built’ logic of the need to weaponize that sphere can we bring back the, hitherto, marginalized possibility of an alternative process of organizing Outer Space (eg. peacefully). In other words, it should be clear that it is the invention of Space as a space of permanent crisis which precludes the peaceful use of Space. Secondly, the interrelation of technology and space composes some pressing questions regarding morality and responsibility within the realm of weaponization. I am thinking here especially of the ‘collateral’ damage of Space debris. If sovereignty lies outwith the material or space itself - and Virilio insists, ‘sovereignty no longer resides in the territory itself, but in the control of the territory’4, then how does that affect notions of responsibility for the debris ‘in that space’? Bruno Latour offers here an interesting exploration of the morality/technology nexus and centered on questions of means and ends (next paper!).5 

AT: Positivism Good

Positist euphoria covers up the disastrous effects of progress and makes war and destruction inevitable.

Virilio 07 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The original accident,” trans. by Julie Rose, Polity, available online DH) 

Since this latter is innovated in the instant of scientific or technological discovery, perhaps we could turn things around and directly invent the 'accident' in order to then determine, afterwards, the nature of the famous 'substance' of the product or device implictly discovered, thereby averting the development of certain supposedly accidental catastrophes?

This reversal in perspective of the original accident, which vaguely smacks of mythology or cosmogonic theories like the big bang, really does seem to be the same as that operating in the 'dialectic of war,' that of the sword and the armour. It is, in other words, the perspective that shot to the fore with the strategic emergence of the 'war machine', in the immediate area around the ramparts of the citadel-state of Ancient Greece, which saw a contemporaneous political innovation, poliorcetics, the science of offensive and defensive siege warfare on fortified cities. Poliorcetics was to be the very origins of the future development of the art of war, that is, of the evolution of the production of mass destruction, throughout the ages, but most especially throughout the progress in weapons technologies.
The scientific and industrial production machine is doubtless merely an avatar or, as they say, blowback from development of the tools of destruction, from this absolute accident that is war, from this conflict pursued in all societies over the centuries, this 'great war of time' that never ceases to flare up out of the blue, here and there, despite the evolution in customs, the means of production and 'civilizations'. Its intensity never ceases to grow, either, with technological innovations, to the point where the latest energy, nuclear energy, at first appears as a weapon, at once armament and absolute accident in history. 

The positivist euphoria of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, this 'great movement of progress', would surely have to be one of the most insidious features of the bourgeois illusion aimed at covering up the fearful progression, as rnuch industrial as military, in the mode of scientific destruction. And, more precisely still, aimed at concealing the philosophical and political reversal of this absolute accident now making all substance, whether natural or nunufactured, contingent. 

AT: Science Good

Technological progress is pressing science to its limits and exhausting the potential of the discipline to keep itself in check – technological adventurism can only result in disaster.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

The civilianization or militarization of science? If truth is what is verifiable, the truth of contemporary science is not so much the extent of progress achieved as the scale of technical catastrophes occasioned. Science, after having been carried along for almost half a century in the arms race of the East-West deterrence era, has developed solely with a view to the pursuit of limit performances, to the detriment of any effort to discover a coherent truth useful to humanity.

Modern science, having progressively become technoscience - the product of the fatal confusion between the operational instrument and exploratory research - has slipped its philosophical moorings and lost its way, without anyone taking umbrage at this, except for a few ecological and religious leaders. 1 

Indeed, if the 'experience of thought' does in fact lie at the origin of the experimental sciences, we cannot but notice today the decline of that analogue mental process, in favour of instrumental, digital procedures, which are capable, we are told, of boosting knowledge.

Operational reality of the technical instrument, resolutory truth of scientific thought - two fundamentally distinct aspects of knowledge, which are fused here without anyone apparently becoming alerted to the situation.

Science, which is not so attached to 'truth' as once it was, but more to immediate 'effectiveness', is now drifting towards its decline, its civic fall from grace . . . . As a panic phenomenon - a fact concealed by the success of its devices and tools - contemporary science is losing itself in the very excessiveness of its alleged progress. Much as a strategic offensive can wear itself out by the scale of its tactical conquests, so techno-science is gradually wrecking the scholarly resources of all knowledge.

Like an Olympic sport in which the performance drugs, the anabolic steroids and such like, destroy the meaning of the athletes' effort by an abuse of the pharmacopoeia, extreme science is moving away from patient research into reality to become part of a phenomenon of generalized virtualization. After having been drawn, against its own better nature, into the planetary death race of the 'balance of terror', 'post-modern' science is now engaging in a new type of competition that is equally insane: a race to achieve limit performances in the fields of robotics or genetic engineering, which in its turn draws the various scientific disciplines on to the path of a 'post-scientific extremism' that exiles them from all reason. 

Science, which was once a rigorous field thriving on intellectual adventure, is today bogged down in a technological adventurism that denatures it. 'Science of the excess', of extremes - a limit-science or the limit of science? As everyone knows, that which is excessive is insignificant. 'Science without conscience is mere ruination of the soul' (Rabelais), and a techno-science without a consciousness of its impending end is, however unwittingly, merely a sport.

'Extreme sports' - those in which one deliberately risks one's life on the pretext of achieving a record performance. 'Extreme science' - the science which runs the incalculable risk of the disappearance of all science. culture, the agent not, as in the past, of the acceleration of history, but of the dizzying whirl of the acceleration of reality - and As the tragic phenomenon of a knowledge which has suddenly become cybernetic, this techno-science becomes, then, as mass techno-that to the detriment of all verisimilitude.

Only a few centuries after having been, with Copernicus and Galileo, the science of the appearance of a relative truth, techno-science is once again becoming a science of the disappearance of that same truth with the coming of a knowledge which is not so much encyclopaedic as cybernetic, a knowledge which denies all objective reality.

Thus, after having largely contributed to speeding up the various means for the representation of the world, with optics, electro-optics and even the recent establishment of the space of virtual reality, contemporary sciences are engaging, a contrario, in the eclipsing of the real, in the aesthetics of scientific disappearance.

A science of verisimilitude, of the plausible, still attached to the discovery of a relative truth? Or a sdence oj implausibility, committed today to the research and development of a heightened virtual reality? This is the alternative we are offered.

In fact, the only scientific horizon is authenticity, the experimental rigour of researchers. Unfortunately, we know what media abuses surround certain 'discoveries'. We know the promotional character of the premature announcement of the results of a particular experiment, when what is really going on is litde more than an exercise in the conditioning of public opinion by an extremist science.

That science is now concerned less with truth than with the effect created by the announcement of a new discovery - though not, as used to be the case, a genuine discovery serving the common good. 
The aff views the technocratic system from one side – they ignore the detrimental effects of technology. 

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
Virilio claims that every technology involves its accompanying accident: with the invention of the ship, you get the ship wreck; the plane brings on plane crashes; the automobile, car accidents, and so on. For Virilio, the technocratic vision is thus one-sided and flawed in that it postulates a perfect technological system, a seamless cybernetic realm of instrumentality and control in which all processes are determined by and follow technological laws (Baudrillard also, to some extent, reproduces this cybernetic and technological imaginary in his writings; see Kellner 1989b). In the real world, however, accidents are part and parcel of technological systems, they expose its limitations, they subvert idealistic visions of technology. Accidents are consequently, in Virilio's view, an integral part of all modes of transportation, industrial production, war and military organization, and other technological systems. He suggests that in science a Hall of Accidents should be put next to each Hall of Machines: "Every technology, every science should choose its specific accident, and reveal it as a product--not in a moralistic, protectionist way (safety first), but rather as a product to be 'epistemo-technically' questioned. At the end of the nineteenth century, museums exhibited machines: at the end of the twentieth century, I think we must grant the formative dimensions of the accident its rightful place in a new museum" (Virilio and Lotringer 1983).[5]
AT: Progress Good

Progress is always symmetrical – for every development there is one accident and for every person saved, someone dies.
Virilio, 05 (Paul, “L'Accident original,” Jan. 29, 2005, http://frenchphilo.tribe.net/thread/f09709c8-1c47-4c83-a9d8-67c6f77fc168)

LD: You keep saying that the greater the speed, the greater the effect of the accident. Do you mean that the more phenomena the more catastrophes? PV: What is new is the serial type of the catastrophe. In the past, there were two types of accidents: the natural cataclysm and the artificial accidents, like a fatal fall from a horse. However, in the last century, this became continual. On top of the natural and artificial accidents, including the worst like Chernobyl, Minamata or Seveso, we have the voluntary accident like the massive attack of the World Trade Center. We bypass the big battle of the past for big attacks that cause more harm than an entire battalion does. Pearl Harbor killed 2500 soldiers but 3000 died in the Twin Towers, because of twenty suicidal men. LD: Do we have to fight more against fear? PV: We have to fight more and more against panic. The Cold War period, which was the equilibrium of terror, gave way to the Cold Panic period, which is the disequilibria of terror happening from natural accident or one inflicted by humans. Panic is the big question of the politic of tomorrow. Every body knows that fear is a poor adviser. We could pass from a substantial politic based on a common interest to an accidental politic based on emotional community. In this regard, the 21st century and the recent tsunami catastrophe have started a new public, globally synchronized and ephemeral emotion. We cannot trust it. Public and global emotion is already a form of tyranny. The manipulator, especially the political one, will not forget the tsunami effect neither will the terrorists forget about the Twin Towers effect. LD: What do you recommend? PV: Face it. In history, humans had to confront the hostility of the natural world, the great invasions, the tyrants and different type of terrors. Today, we have to face the terror of our own progress. The other day, I was very sorry to see the expressionist spectacle at the launch of the new Airbus A380. We celebrated that airplane, a marvel as a cult object. However, nobody said that inventing an 800 seats airplane would create 800 dead, when it crashes. I will call upon a political intelligence about the end, a philosophy of the industrial eschatology. Eschatology is the science of the end, of the world end, which is actually not at all the end of the world. The problem is that nobody dare face that finitude. LD: How did you, as a specialist of human catastrophe, take the horrendous Asian tidal wave? PV: This tsunami will have the same importance to ecology than the WTC attacks had on the politic. Those two events frame, in my mind, the beginning of our 21st century: On one hand, the terrorist accident, on the other, the horrifying ecological drama. Each of them is in fact a revelation. We are passing from the revolution to the revelation era. The revolution era was of ideology. It lasted two or three centuries. However, it is over. We are entering now in the catastrophic revelation, which should encourage us to a better knowledge of accidents, natural or artificial. Without this effort, we will not understand the complexity of the accidental phenomena that are happening more and more under our eyes.

AT: Our Method is Good

Contemporary scientific thinking is dominated by a “new illluminism” in which traditional views of time and space are replaced by those of light and speed. This loss of ocular perception leads to the embracing of solely the virtual realm. 

Kellner, 99 (George, Ph.D., Philosophy, Columbia University, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflection,” Theory, Culture & Society December 1999 vol. 16 no. 5-6 103-125 http://www.uta.edu/huma/illuminations/kell29.htm)
For Virilio, theories of light and speed replace time and space, as a new immateriality and "new illuminism" comes to dominate contemporary scientific thinking. Virilio believes that as with the notions of critical mass or temperature, when states of affairs break up and become radically other, space too becomes "critical" (Virilio 1997b: 9ff). The notion of "critical space" refers to the breaking up and dissolution of previous configurations of space under the impact of technology. For Virilio, telecommunication that eradicates all duration and extension of time in the transmission of messages and images, as well as mass transportation and interactive computer technologies that decenter urban or lived space, all constitute threats and dissolutions of previous configurations of experience as space becomes virtual and takes on new modalities. Previous configurations of space and time are replaced by time-light (i.e. the time of the speed of light) and a new "lumiocentrism" (1997b: 5f and 14f), in which the instantaneous flow of information ruptures previous configurations of time and space, requiring new concepts to describe the parameters and processes of the new worlds of technology and technological experience. For Virilio, developments in science and technology are obliterating both modern and common sense views of the world and producing new objects and spaces that cannot be explained by current conceptual schemes. The "physics of the infinitesimally small" and the cosmological speculations on outer space produce novelties and puzzles that put in question the facts of perception, the realm of experience, and that point to new, unperceived and imperceptible entities, that confound common sense and current scientific schemes (Virilio 1991b: ff). Moreover, new technologies are producing both new objects (i.e. cyberspace, virtual reality, etc.) and new modes of perception and representation (i.e. fractal geometry, computer-generated representations of external and internal realities, etc.) that themselves require new modes of thought and cognition. Such shifts in modes of perception and representation began with cinematic photography that captured motion and phenomena not visible to the naked eye, increased with developments in microscopes and telescopes, and proliferated new modes of perception and representation with computers and new virtual technology. In short, Virilio is mourning the loss of the object of ocular perception in the emergent forms of technological perception and representation, the displacement of the dimension of direct observation and common sense (1991b 111), and thus the loss of the materiality and concreteness of the objects of perception, the realm of appearance and lived experience. In order words, Virilio mourns the loss of the phenomenological dimension that privileged lived experience. Always a phenomenologist, as he affirms in his interview with John Armitrage in this issue, Virilio roots his thought in concrete experience of objects, people, and processes in the observed and experienced worlds of everyday life and the natural and social worlds. The new technological worlds, for him, constitute a break and rupture with ordinary experience and thus shift the locus of truth, meaning, and validity to, for Virilio, an abstract and enigmatic virtual realm.
AT: Transhumanism

The idea that we can use technology to manipulate the human body only ensures that individual people experience the same destruction we are seeing on the earth as a whole.

Virilio 05 – (Paul, Professor of Philosophy at the European Graduate School in Saas-Fee, Switzerland, “The Information Bomb,” Verso edition published in 2005, available online DH)

The international press, less changeable than it seemed, registered the painful completion of the geographical conquest and anticipated, in alarmist despatches, the new major event which might be said to be its direct consequence. That was the coming, five years later, of a first world war which, by its very universalism, would become the first total war of humanity against man thanks to the deployment of a military-industrial arsenal of mass destruction, which was soon to encompass a scientific complex ranging from physics to biology and psychology.11

It was merely a question of time, then, for the transfer of the West's expansionist drives from the exhausted geography of the terrestrial to the human body - that last, still-unexplored corner of the planet, relatively protected by the last cultural, social and moral prohibitions ...

And for the solemn celebrations, such as those which attended the end of slavery and the defence of human rights, to become merely sinister masquerades - only poorly concealing the drift, from the 1940s onwards, of a colonial savoir-faire towards a world-scale project of an endocolonial nature. One has only to look to see this: with the rise of unemployment and cultural integration, the abandonment of the nourishing countryside for the over-populated and unproductive ghettos, and galloping pauperization, our post-industrial world is already the spitting image of the old colonial world, examples of which we find in Africa, Latin America or the Far East.

And we can rest assured that, after the unrestrained exploitation of the living Earth and its geography, the exploitation of the cartography of the human genome is already well advanced. This is a project which tells us a great deal about a booming industrial techno-biology, whose ambition is to reduce to the state of specimen every member of a humanity which has had its day, every human being who, like young Minik's father, might be said no longer precisely to be an individual, no longer individuum-indivisible. 
The cybernetic transformation alienates us from our own bodies and destroys our humanity.
Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
For Virilio, the cybernetic society consists of the enveloping of the animal body within an infrastructure of individualizing and totalizing technologies to such a great extent that anxiety, once an emotion that occurred only at certain moments, becomes a generalized condition of everyday life, an unprecedented form of life that is lived constantly 'on stage', under the watch of satellites, surveillance cameras, electronic tethers, cell phones, email listservs and other' such prostheses; as he sees it then, "the more the speed of movement increases, the more control becomes absolute, omnipresent. The more speed grows, the more control tends to supplant the environment itself, so that the real time of interactivity finally replaces the real space of bodily movement".87 This netting of the territorial body under the circuitry of cybernetics is of necessity also a netting of the animal body as well, with the result that in the near future, the human person "will no longer throw himself into any means of physical travel, but only into another body, an optical body; and he will go forward without moving, see with other eyes, touch with hands other than his own, to be over there without really being over there, a stranger to himself, a deserter from his own body, an exile for evermore.

The advent of the non-human destroys humanity and ends the process of life.
Featherstone 1 – PhD in Social Theory at Staffordshire University, teaches social theory and anthropology at Keele University (Fall 2000/Winter 2001, Mark, “Speed and Violence: Sacrifice in Virilio, Derrida, and Girard”, Anthropoetics – the Journal of Generative Anthropology 6, no. 2, http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.127.4057&rep=rep1&type=pdf#page=53) MGM

Virilio’s example of the Philip Nitschke / Bob Dent case acts as a critique of the dangers of an unquestioning acceptance of the technological / textual colonization of the human body by allowing us to understand how the human / non-human relation reaches critical mass and feeds into the technology / accident machine. For Virilio, the Nitschke / Dent episode (Bob Dent, a terminal cancer patient, consented to computer-aided euthanasia by taking advantage of a remote-suicide machine developed by his doctor Philip Nitschke) shows how technology collapses the man / machine bind and achieves total mastery over humanity through the sacrificial accident. Writing on the conclusion to this zero-sum game, Virilio claims that the Nitschke / Dent episode suggests comparisons with "Kasparov, the world chess champion, playing a game against a computer specially designed to defeat him" (2000a: 5); both events illuminate the onset of techno-domination, the condition that allows the objective machine to progress at the expense of subjective humanity. Following Oughourlian’s (1991) theory of mimetic desire, masters and slaves, and the construction of the monadic self, one can see how at this terminal point the machine possesses man. Here the accident, the collision between self and other, renders humanity expendable and seals the fate of the victim. According to Virilio this condition is caused by the over-reliance on technology, a situation which is itself predicated on the ostensibly democratic nature of machine culture. As the Nitschke / Dent case illustrates, the empty form of the technology leads one to assume its neutrality. As we have seen with Derrida and the advocates of deconstruction (such as Beardsworth and Davies), to whom we may add the critics of the dominant ideology thesis (such as Abercrombie, Hill, and Turner), this position ignores the most powerful form of bias: the ideological prejudice hidden deep within the complex structure of the technological / textual form (Zizek, 1994). To extend this equation of technology / textual form and ideology, just as Virilio’s theory of progressive technology illuminates a mechanism that advances the ideological program of late capitalism through the accident and its subsequent consumption of victims, Derrida’s concept of différance mimes in the textual realm the post-industrial system’s program of techno-scientific frontierism / exploration. Foregrounding this relation between Virilio’s theory of technology and Derrida’s deconstruction makes clear that the ideological prejudice that is hidden within technology is also present within the form of progressive textuality. The effect of the ideological misrecognition present at the formal level of technological / textual fundamentalism is two-fold. First, the ideology of the monadic self is inflated as humanity attempts to assert its own position in the face of the increasing dominance of technology / text. However, because this self-augmentation is sought through technology / text itself, the ideological process simply compounds the original problem of over-reliance on non-human forms. In other words, because the components of the ideology of the monadic self are embedded in the structures of technology / text, the attempt to raise the value of humanity in relation to machines through non-human forms of articulation is denied by the circular reasoning employed. Second, the dominance of technology / text as a machine for the extension of the monadic self leads to both a loss of historical memory and the end of political morality. With regard to the loss of memory, Virilio refers to the concept of motion sickness or "kinetosis" to show how the mimetic bind between humanity and technology leads to dizzying speeds that cause the self to become disoriented and decentered. The disregard for political morality, which Virilio identifies as another category of the crisis of technological high modernity, is an effect of this radical disorientation of the monadic self. For Virilio this condition, caused by the excessive speed of technology, leads to further investment in non-human augmentation and consequently the increased popularity of the political ideologies of the monadic self and the possessive individual. To illustrate this process at work, Virilio considers how technology is able to both cripple and augment the body: Those disabled in war or injured in serious road or work accidents, victims of terrorism and people who have lost arms, legs, their mobility, sight, speech or virility are all afflicted at the same time by a forgetting, a paramnesia. On the one hand, they more or less consciously repress the unbearable images of the accident which violently deprived them of their able-bodied state; on the other hand, new visions force themselves upon their minds, in sleep or in half-sleep, as a compensation for the motor and sensory privations that now afflict them (2000a: 39-40). Here we can see how the technological accident leads to the destruction of the body and its subsequent re-formation through non-human augmentation. Virilio shows how, when we are crippled in the world, the technological form re-presents an image of our former mobility. It becomes a symbolic form which at once sustains a deterministic world system and structures humanity’s relationship with progressive technology. This theory of cybernetic tranquilization is similarly relevant at the level of textuality. Bandera’s critique of deconstruction shows how, in much the same way that Girard’s notion of the scapegoat explains how the anesthetization of the social system is secured by the death of the sacrificial victim, Derrida’s space of difference and indeterminacy is achieved at the expense of dissenting voices, which are dismissed as totalitarian others. 
AT: Virilio = Crazy

Even if he seems paranoid, he’s right about a lot of stuff.
Adams, 03 (Jason, Masters Political Science, Popular Defense in the Empire of Speed: Paul Virilio and the Phenomenology of the Political Body,” November 2003)
Indeed, the global spy satellite system that the Pentagon spent the last quarter of the 20th century putting into place made a contribution of its own, since it has over time made it impossible for national armies to function without being detected immediately; a mass mediatization of political bodies reflected also in the tendency of many Americans during the events of September 11, to feel as though they were 'watching a movie' even amongst those who saw it occur directly in front of them. Thus he argues, "on September 11, 2001 the Manhattan skyline became the front of the new war. The anonymity of those who initiated the attack merely signals, for everyone, the rise of a global covert state - of the unknown quantity of a private criminality - that 'beyond-good-and-evil' which has for centuries been the dream of the high priests of an iconoclastic progress".'74 Just as was the case with the bombing of the World Trade Center, such developments as the Department of Defense and CIA sponsoring of the recent film The Sum of All Fears and the sudden appearance of the propaganda-oriented 'Office of Strategic Influence' each have the common effect of "casting doubt on the truth of the truth of the facts and in that way creating concern about diffuse threats, where disturbance of the perception of events always works to heighten popular anxiety"'75since the question of whether an event was an attack or an accident, or whether a news item was information or disinformation is left wide open. This is only amplified by such unsettling Pentagon projects as the High-Frequency Active Aural Research Program which is said to be already capable of artificially producing "floods, droughts, hurricanes and earthquakes""6 which could be deployed as 'natural disasters', not to mention the even more disturbing Partnership for a New American Century's (PNAC) research into the development of a 'genetic bomb' which Thom Hartmann has described as such; "imagine a bomb that only kills Caucasians with red hair. Or short people. Or Arabs. Or Chinese. Now imagine that this new bomb could be set off anywhere in the world, and that within a matter of days, weeks or months it would kill every person on the planet who fits the bomb's profile, although the rest of us would be left standing. And the bomb could go silently, without anybody realizing it had been released".177 When one considers that PNAC was once headed by Rumsfeld, Virilio's sometimes 'paranoid' sounding arguments thus seem to have considerable weight behind them, just as many of his other predictions have been borne out over time; what he concludes from all of this is that in an era in which "one man = total war"178 the world must take seriously the threat of terrorism of all kinds, while also maintaining one's guard against the instrumental use of these same emotions in order to inspire popular anxieties, softening people up for manipulations of all sorts; as he puts it, to succumb to or to unleash this sort of rhetoric in this way "is to forget, rather quickly, that fear is a poor counselor, as all dictatorships have proven since antiquity".I7'
AT: Virilio = PoMo

Virilio isn’t a post-modernist
Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: Postmodernism is a notion that makes sense in architecture, through the work of [Robert] Venturi (Venturi et al., 1977) and so on. Since I am teaching architecture, to me, postmodernism is a ‘suitcase' word, a syncretism. In architecture it is a clear-cut phenomenon: styles are mixed up, history is ignored, one goes for a ‘melting pot' of approaches. But as far as thought is concerned, thought as developed in the years 1970±80, I simply cannot understand why people are talking about postmodernism. Poststructuralism? Yes, OK. Postmodernism? It doesn't make any sense to me. Hence, I do not feel linked at all with postmodernity. Moreover, as a teacher in a college of architecture, I believe postmodernism was a catastrophe in the history of modern architecture. Therefore there is no linkage between me and postmodernism. I know that many people tend to associate postmodernism with relativism, especially with cognitive relativism. Well, this is a new polemic that is cropping up, especially here in France, and which does not concern, let alone interest me in the slightest measure. Another thing is that I am a very marginal thinker, I do not relate to any established school of thought. Of course, I am a phenomenologist. When young, I was a pupil of [Maurice] Merleau-Ponty, I loved [Edmund] Husserl. You could call me a ‘Gestaltist', I was enthusiastic about the psychology of form, Paul Guillaume, and the Berlin school: these are my intellectual origins.3 I have been associated with the end phase of structuralism, with [Michel] Foucault, of course, and [Gilles] Deleuze. But I am essentially a marginal figure. The main influence in my work has been the Second World War, that is, strategy, spatial planning, and this body of thinking about total war of which I was victim in my youth. 

AT: Virilio = Marxist

Virilio isn’t a Marxist
Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: I am no Marxist, nor have I ever been one. But my father was a communist. We'll come back to that later. You see, my mother was a Breton, and my father Italian. Like every young boy (laughs) I had to choose between my mother and my father. So, although I have a lot of respect for my father, I totally reject his political views. I absolutely cannot be a communist. I might well feel at home as a ‘communard’, as in the Paris Commune, or as an anarcho-syndicalist, these would suit me. But Marxism, no! Take it as a reaction against my father. 

AT: Virilio = Nietzschean

Virilio hates Nietzsche
Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: It is true that I always have felt close to Deleuze and Derrida, who were very intimate friends, and Derrida still is, but I must confess that I have never been convinced by their ‘Nietzscheanism’. I love ‘Nietzschean music’. But, to me, Nietzsche is a man of the grand opera! His linkage with Wagner is not at all fortuitous. And I really admire the operatic part of Nietzsche. But his underlying philosophy? I'm sorry, I cannot stand it! It's physically repulsive! All that crap about the ‘Uebermensch’, and ‘the Will to Power’! I do, though, profoundly admire the dramatic, the literary dimension, in Nietzsche. But I cannot assign any philosophical value to that brand of thinking. Here we encounter Shakespeare again. It is clear that I prefer Shakespeare to Nietzsche, by far. When I link Nietzsche's writings to the opera, it is because, to me, philosophy is spread out over the arts. Take Marcel Duchamp: for me, he is a philosopher who happens to paint. Shakespeare is a philosopher who writes plays. Kant is a philosopher who writes philosophical treatises. But philosophy transcends all this. When reading Nietzsche, I admire the literary music, the ‘heroization’ of concepts. As half Italian, I admire! I clap my hands! I love theatre! To me, Nietzsche is like Verdi. I applaud. But at the same time, I cannot, simply cannot, accept his philosophy. You see, I remain an art critic.

AT: Virilio = Baudrillard

Virilio hates Baudrillard

Virilio 97 – Director of the Ecole Speciale d' Architecture in Paris (11/27/1997, Paul, “From Modernism to Hypermodernism and Beyond An Interview with Paul Virilio”, Interviewer was John Armitage – teaches at the Division of Government & Politics, University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom , http://www.kyoolee.net/From_Modernism_to_Hypermodernism_and_Beyond_-_Interview_with_Paul_Virilio.pdf) MGM

PV: Absolutely none whatsoever. As I have said and repeated often: there is a nihilistic dimension in Baudrillard's writings which I cannot accept. It is quite clear to me that Baudrillard has totally lost faith in the social. To me, this is sheer nihilism. I have not at all lost faith in the social. First of all, I believe that the social eludes the so-called social sciences, and always has – that's why I am not a sociologist! So I am disappointed, and very much so, about politics, but I am not disappointed by the social. You need only to go into the streets, and meet the poor: they're extraordinary, superior people. The social drama leaves the stunts of the political class far behind. The power and resilience of individual people in the streets puts the intelligence of today's political leaders to shame. And as far as the social scientists are concerned, the less said the better! 

AT: Virilio = Heidegger

Virilio critiques Heidegger

Kellner 8 – Professor, George F. Kneller Philosophy of Education Chair, Social Sciences and Comparative Education, UCLA (8/31/2008, Douglas, “Virilio, War, and Technology: Some Critical Reflections”, Illuminations: The Critical Theory Website, http://intermedios.geografias.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/virilioilluminationskellner.pdf) MGM

This vision of technological domination, of technology displacing human beings, has echoes of the theories of “autonomous technology” (Winner) developed by Heidegger, Ellul, and other totalizing critics of contemporary technology. Virilio does positively cite Heidegger on technology, though he suggests critiques of Heidegger and totalitarianism, specifically his affiliation with German National Socialism (1986: 90, 113f, passim, and Virilio and Lotringer 1983: 23f). Thus, while Virilio is quasiHeideggerian in his perspective on technology, seeing technology as the enframing demiurge of the modern world, as the matrix in which human practice unfolds, he is clearly anti-totalitarian, and might be seen perhaps as a left-Heideggerian. Further, in the light of his Christian religious beliefs, he has certain affinities with Jacque Ellul’s radical critique of technology, that sees technology as an autonomous force that is coming to dominate the contemporary world, effacing human freedom and meaning. When asked if Ellul or Christian existential philosopher Gabriel Marcel influenced his thought, he affirmed the influence of Ellul while denying the impact of Marcel.[2] 
***AFF***
Virilio = Insane

Virilio’s theory is flawed – his analogies are flawed and he makes incoherent, baseless statements
Sokal and Bricmont 98 – *Professor of Physics at NYU AND **Belgian theoretical physicist, philosopher of science and a professor at the Université catholique de Louvain (December 1998, Alan and Jean, “Fashionable Nonsense: Postmodern Intellectuals' Abuse of Science”, Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data, pg. 169-170) MGM

The writings of Paul Virilio revolve principally around the themes of technology, communication, and speed. They contain a plethora of references to physics, particularly the theory of relativity. Though Virilio's sentences are slightly more meaningful than those of Deleuze-Guattari, what is presented as "science" is a mixture of monumental confusions and wild fantasies. Furthermore, his analogies between physics and social questions are the most arbitrary imaginable, when he does not simply become intoxicated with his own words. We confess our sympathy with many of Virilio's political and social views; but the cause is not, alas, helped by his pseudo-physics. 

Let us start with a minor example of the astonishing erudition vaunted by Le Monde:

Recent MEGALOPOLITAN hyperconcentration (Mexico City, Tokyo ... ) being itself the result of the increased speed of economic exchanges, it seems necessary to reconsider the importance of the notions of ACCELERATION and DECELERATION (what physicists call positive and negative velocities [vitesses positive et negative selon les physiciens]) ... (Virilio 1995, p. 24, capitals in the original 220)

Here Virilio mixes up velocity (vitesse) and acceleration, the two basic concepts of kinematics (the description of motion), which are introduced and carefully distinguished at the beginning of every introductory physics course. 221 Perhaps this confusion isn't worth stressing; but for a purported specialist in the philosophy of speed, it is nonetheless a bit surprising. 

Speed Impact Turn
Speed is good—we must accelerate warfare to win the war on terrorism and reduce casualties on both sides

PETERS 2006 (Ralph, fmr US intelligence officer and best-selling author, Never Quit the Fight, 154-156)

Real atrocities aren’t required.  Everything American soldiers do is portrayed as an atrocity.  World opinion is outraged, no matter how judiciously we fight.  With each passing day—sometimes with each hour—the pressure builds on our government to halt combat operations, to offer the enemy a pause, to negotiate…in essence, to give up.  We saw it in Fallujah, where slow-paced tactical success led only to cease-fires that comforted the enemy and gave the global media time to pound us even harder.  Those cease-fires were worrisomely reminiscent of the bombing halts during the Vietnam War—except that everything happens faster now.  Even in Operation Desert Strom, the effect of images trumped reality and purpose.  The exaggerated carnage of the “highway of death” north from Kuwait City led us to stop the war before we had sufficiently punished the truly guilty—Saddam’s Republican Guard and the regime’s leadership.  We’re still paying for that mistake.  In Fallujah, we allowed a bonanza of hundreds of terrorists and insurgents to escape us—despite promising that we would bring them to justice.  We stopped because we were worried about what already hostile populations might think of us.  The global media disrupted the U.S. and Coalition chains of command.  Foreign media reporting even sparked bureaucratic infighting within our own government.  The result was a disintegration of our will—first from decisive commitment to worsening hesitation, then to a “compromise” that returned Sunni-Arab Ba’athist officers to power.  That deal not only horrified Iraq’s Kurds and Shi’a Arabs, it inspired expanded attacks by Muqtada al Sadr’s Shi’a thugs hoping to rival the success of the Sunni-Arab murderers at Fallujah.  We could have won militarily.  Instead, we surrendered politically and called it a success.  Our enemies won the information war.  We literally didn’t know what hit us.  The implication for tactical combat—war at the bayonet level—is clear: We must direct our doctrine, training, equipment, organization, and plans toward winning low-level fights much faster—before the global media can do what enemy forces cannot do and stop us short.  We can still win the big campaigns.  But we’re apt to lose thereafter, in the dirty end-game fights.  We have to speed the kill.  For two decades, our military has concentrated on deploying forces swiftly around the world, as well as on fighting fast-paced conventional wars—with the positive results we saw during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  But at the infantry level, we’ve lagged behind—despite the unrivaled quality of our troops.  We’ve concentrated on critical soldier skills but ignored the emerging requirements of battle.  We’ve worked on almost everything except accelerating urban combat—because increasing the pace is dangerous and very hard to do.  Now we have no choice.  We must learn to strike much faster at the ground-truth level, to accomplish the tough tactical missions at speeds an order of magnitude faster than in past conflicts.  If we can’t win the Fallujahs of the future swiftly, we will lose them.  Our military must rise to its responsibility to reduce the pressure on the National Command Authority—in essence, the president—by rapidly and effectively executing orders to root out enemy resistance or nests of terrorists.  To do so, we must develop the capabilities to fight within the “media cycle,” before journalists sympathetic to terrorists and murderers can twist the facts and portray us as the villains.  Before the combat encounter is politicized globally.  Before allied leaders panic.  And before such reporting exacerbates bureaucratic rivalries within our own system.  Fighting faster at the dirty-boots level is going to be tough. As we develop new techniques, we’ll initially see higher casualties in the short term, perhaps on both sides.  But we should have learned long ago, if we are not willing to face up to casualties sooner, the cumulative tally will be much, much higher later.  We’re bleeding in Iraq now because a year ago we were unwilling even to shed the blood of our enemies.  The Global War on Terror is going to be a decades-long struggle.  The military will not always be the appropriate tool to apply.  But when a situation demands a military response, our forces must bring to bear such focused, hyperfast power that our enemies are overwhelmed and destroyed before hostile cameras can defeat us.  If we do not learn to kill very, very swiftly, we will continue to lose slowly.
Tech Impact Turns
Critiquing the social forces around technology encourages Luddism and rejection of progress—they throw out the good with the bad

HUGHES 2006 (James, Ph.D., Public Policy Studies at Trinity College, “Democratic Transhumanism 2.0,” Last Mod Jan 26, http://www.changesurfer.com/Acad/DemocraticTranshumanism.htm)
First, left Luddism inappropriately equates technologies with the power relations around those technologies. Technologies do not determine power relations, they merely create new terrains for organizing and struggle. Most new technologies open up new possibilities for both expanded liberty and equality, just as they open new opportunities for oppression and exploitation. Since the technologies will most likely not be stopped, democrats need to engage with them, articulate policies that maximize social benefits from the technologies, and find liberatory uses for the technologies. If biotechnology is to be rejected simply because it is a product of capitalism, adopted in class society, then every technology must be rejected. The mission of the Left is to assert democratic control and priorities over the development and implementation of technology. But establishing democratic control over technological innovation is not the same as Luddism. In fact, to the extent that advocates for the democratic control of technology do not guarantee benefits from technology, and attempt to suppress technology altogether, they will lose public support.
Technological advancement solves its own impact—accelerated progress will make us more likely to prevent accidents

BOSTROM 2003 (Nick, Faculty of Philosophy, Oxford University, “Transhumanism FAQ,” October,  
http://www.transhumanism.org/index.php/WTA/faq21/68/)

Superintelligence is an example of a technology that seems especially worth promoting because it can help reduce a broad range of threats. Superintelligent systems could advise us on policy and make the progress curve for nanotechnology steeper, thus shortening the period of vulnerability between the development of dangerous nanoreplicators and the deployment of effective defenses. If we have a choice, it seems preferable that superintelligence be developed before advanced nanotechnology, as superintelligence could help reduce the risks of nanotechnology but not vice versa. Other technologies that have wide risk-reducing uses include intelligence augmentation, information technology, and surveillance. These can make us smarter individually and collectively or make enforcement of necessary regulation more feasible. A strong prima facie case therefore exists for pursuing these technologies as vigorously as possible. Needless to say, we should also promote non-technological developments that are beneficial in almost all scenarios, such as peace and international cooperation.

We have already developed maximum capacity for destruction—further progress can only be good

WALKER 2009 (Mark, assistant professor at New Mexico State University and holds the Richard L. Hedden Chair of Advanced Philosophical Studies, “Ship of Fools: Why Transhumanism is the Best Bet to Prevent the Extinction of Civilization ,” The Global Spiral, Feb 5, http://www.metanexus.net/magazine/tabid/68/id/10682/Default.aspx)
This line of thinking is further reinforced when we consider that there is a limit to the downside of creating posthumans, at least relatively speaking. That is, one of the traditional concerns about increasing knowledge is that it seems to always imply an associated risk for greater destructive capacity. One way this point is made is in terms of ‘killing capacity’: muskets are a more powerful technology than a bow and arrow, and tanks more powerful than muskets, and atomic bombs even more destructive than tanks. The knowledge that made possible these technical advancements brought a concomitant increase in capacity for evil. Interestingly, we have almost hit the wall in our capacity for evil: once you have civilization destroying weapons there is not much worse you can do. There is a point in which the one-upmanship for evil comes to an end—when everyone is dead. If you will forgive the somewhat graphic analogy, it hardly matters to Kennedy if his head is blown off with a rifle or a cannon. Likewise, if A has a weapon that can kill every last person there is little difference between that and B’s weapon which is twice as powerful. Posthumans probably won’t have much more capacity for evil than we have, or are likely to have shortly. So, at least in terms of how many persons can be killed, posthumans will not outstrip us in this capacity. This is not to say that there are no new worries with the creation of posthumans, but the greatest evil, the destruction of civilization, is something which we now, or will soon, have. In other words, the most significant aspect that we should focus on with contemplating the creation of posthumans is their upside. They are not likely to distinguish themselves in their capacity for evil, since we have already pretty much hit the wall on that, but for their capacity for good.

Speed is good—every minute of technological delay kills a million people

BOSTROM 2003 (Nick, Faculty of Philosophy, Oxford University, “Transhumanism FAQ,” October,  http://www.transhumanism.org/index.php/WTA/faq21/72/)
From this perspective, an improvement to the human condition is a change that gives increased opportunity for individuals to shape themselves and their lives according to their informed wishes. Notice the word “informed”. It is important that people be aware of what they choose between. Education, discussion, public debate, critical thinking, artistic exploration, and, potentially, cognitive enhancers are means that can help people make more informed choices. Transhumanists hold that people are not disposable. Saving lives (of those who want to live) is ethically important. It would be wrong to unnecessarily let existing people die in order to replace them with some new “better” people. Healthspan-extension and cryonics are therefore high on the transhumanist list of priorities. The transhumanist goal is not to replace existing humans with a new breed of super-beings, but rather to give human beings (those existing today and those who will be born in the future) the option of developing into posthuman persons. The non-disposability of persons partially accounts for a certain sense of urgency that is common among transhumanists. On average, 150,000 men, women, and children die every day, often in miserable conditions. In order to give as many people as possible the chance of a posthuman existence – or even just a decent human existence – it is paramount that technological development, in at least some fields, is pursued with maximal speed. When it comes to life-extension and its various enabling technologies, a delay of a single week equals one million avoidable premature deaths – a weighty fact which those who argue for bans or moratoria would do well to consider carefully. (The further fact that universal access will likely lag initial availability only adds to the reason for trying to hurry things along.)

Speed is good—every day of technological progress we lose denies perfection to 150,000 people
BOSTROM 2005 (Nick, Oxford University, Faculty of Philosophy, “Transhumanist Values,” Last Mod Sept 17, http://www.nickbostrom.com/ethics/values.html)
Wide access. It is not enough that the posthuman realm be explored by someone. The full realization of the core transhumanist value requires that, ideally, everybody should have the opportunity to become posthuman. It would be sub-optimal if the opportunity to become posthuman were restricted to a tiny elite. There are many reasons for supporting wide access: to reduce inequality; because it would be a fairer arrangement; to express solidarity and respect for fellow humans; to help gain support for the transhumanist project; to increase the chances that you will get the opportunity to become posthuman; to increase the chances that those you care about can become posthuman; because it might increase the range of the posthuman realm that gets explored; and to alleviate human suffering on as wide a scale as possible. The wide access requirement underlies the moral urgency of the transhumanist vision. Wide access does not argue for holding back. On the contrary, other things being equal, it is an argument for moving forward as quickly as possible. 150,000 human beings on our planet die every day, without having had any access to the anticipated enhancement technologies that will make it possible to become posthuman. The sooner this technology develops, the fewer people will have died without access. Consider a hypothetical case in which there is a choice between (a) allowing the current human population to continue to exist, and (b) having it instantaneously and painlessly killed and replaced by six billion new human beings who are very similar but non-identical to the people that exist today. Such a replacement ought to be strongly resisted on moral grounds, for it would entail the involuntary death of six billion people. The fact that they would be replaced by six billion newly created similar people does not make the substitution acceptable. Human beings are not disposable. For analogous reasons, it is important that the opportunity be become posthuman is made available to as many humans as possible, rather than having the existing population merely supplemented (or worse, replaced) by a new set of posthuman people. The transhumanist ideal will be maximally realized only if the benefits of technologies are widely shared and if they are made available as soon as possible, preferably within our lifetime.
Space Impact Turn

Social change is hopeless if we resist technology—embrace the space program to revitalize the Left

HUGHES 2006 (James, Ph.D., Public Policy Studies at Trinity College, “Democratic Transhumanism 2.0,” Last Mod Jan 26, http://www.changesurfer.com/Acad/DemocraticTranshumanism.htm)
Third, Left Luddism is boring and depressing; it has no energy to inspire movements to create a new and better society. The Left was built by people inspired by millenial visions, not by people who saw a hopeless future of futile existential protest. Most people do not want to live in a future without telecommunications, labor-saving devices, air travel and medicine. The Next Left needs to rediscover its utopian imagination if it is to renew itself, reconnect with the popular imagination, and remain relevant. The Next Left needs visionary projects worthy of a united transhuman world, such as guaranteeing health and longevity for all, eliminating work, and colonizing the Solar System.
Doesn’t Turn Case

Even if some technologies fail this doesn’t mean the plan will—tech change is good even if it’s only partial

BOSTROM 2003 (Nick, Faculty of Philosophy, Oxford University, “Transhumanism FAQ,” October,  http://www.transhumanism.org/index.php/WTA/faq21/88/)
Success in the transhumanist endeavor is not an all-or-nothing matter. There is no “it” that everything hinges on. Instead, there are many incremental processes at play, which may work better or worse, faster or more slowly. Even if we can’t cure all diseases, we will cure many. Even if we don’t get immortality, we can have healthier lives. Even if we can’t freeze whole bodies and revive them, we can learn how to store organs for transplantation. Even if we don’t solve world hunger, we can feed a lot of people. With many potentially transforming technologies already available and others in the pipeline, it is clear that there will be a large scope for human augmentation. The more powerful transhuman technologies, such as machine-phase nanotechnology and superintelligence, can be reached through several independent paths. Should we find one path to be blocked, we can try another one. The multiplicity of routes adds to the probability that our journey will not come to a premature halt.
Proof that Virilio is Insane

Here is Virilio, comparing women to space exploration…

Wilbur, Professor, Vancouver Island University, 94 (Shawn, “Dromologies: Paul Virilio: Speed, Cinema, and the End of the Political State,” http://records.viu.ca/~soules/media301/dromologies.htm)
Virilio explains portions of his dromological narrative in terms of the development of "vehicles," although he uses this term in rather novel ways. At various times, Virilio speculates on the "first vehicle," which he most often identifies with "woman." Both in sexual intercourse, when "mounted" by man, or in the relation of support characteristic, he believes, of the human heterosexual couple, the woman in some sense "carries" the man. The couple constitues the simplest "war machine." Of course, since every mode of carriage brings along its own accident, we should note here then "little death" of orgasm as the fatal accident of this particular vehicular relationship. Beyond this are more conventional forms of vehicles, beginning with the riding animal and beast of burden and extending through various wheeled, tracked and winged forms, then becoming strange again as various telecommunications forms begin to "carry" us afar in a variety of ways. That many of these earlier forms of communication techniques were in fact vehicular technologies only becomes more obvious in an era where we take certain forms of tele-presence for granted. The obvious differences in these modes of transportation point to essential changes in the world, as it is organized by vectors of time-space-speed. We can fairly easily trace the "conquest of space" that involves an acceleration form the nearly static travelling of sexual intercourse to the escape velocity of spacecraft. It is harder to comprehend the subsequent "conquest of time" which telepresence, "live" satellite braodcast, and other "technologies of ubiquity" have nearly accomplished. When the time of transportation or transmission is relative, depending not on distance but on where you want to go, distant points become both nearer and sooner than those closer in strictly spatial terms. Virilio argues that what we are left with is finally only speed, the ability to manipulate the space-time matrix. This certainly seems to be the case in the virtual spaces of the internet, where speed of transmission--and the consequent ability to process greater "bandwidth"--has become the guiding criteria for nearly all hardware and software development decisions.

