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Worksheet for Choosing an Affirmative 
 
 
Do you like to debate topicality? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If not, which cases should you avoid? If yes, which cases should you consider? 

Do your strengths gravitate toward 
big debates with big impacts (and 
thus take disadvantages straight on) 
or would you rather have a smaller, 
slower debate in which you dodge 
links.   
 
 
 
 
 

If you like fast and big, which cases 
should you consider?  

If you like slow and small, which cases 
should you consider? 

Are you able to debate kritiks well?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If yes, which cases should you 
consider?   

If not, which cases should you consider? 

Are you able to debate counterplans 
well?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If yes, which cases should you 
consider? 

If not, which cases should you consider? 
 
 

 

Where do you debate and what do 
you know about the types of 
affirmatives that will succeed and 
fail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Affirmative cases that will succeed.   Affirmative cases that will fail. 

 

Tim O'Donnell
Note
This worksheet is designed to help your debaters think through the process of selecting an affirmative case.  It prompts them to think strategically about their strengths and weaknesses as think through the process of deciding which affirmative is best for them.  
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