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SKFTA organized

*** SKFTA Good ***

1NC SKFTA Good (1/2)

1) SKFTA Passing- Obama is pushing for it 
The Chosun Ilbo, 7/01/10, “Congressmen Launch U.S.-Korea FTA Working Group”, http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/07/01/2010070100607.html

Six U.S. congressmen including Democratic Rep. Diane Watson of California and Republican Rep. Peter Roskam of Illinois launched a Korea-U.S. free trade agreement working group in Congress on Tuesday. 
The aim is to push for early ratification of the long-delayed FTA bill. U.S. President Barack Obama on Saturday pledged Congress will ratify the FTA after mid-term elections in November.
2) Obama’s pol cap is key 

Teresa Galli, 7/21/10,  Teresa Galli is a Global Market Research Analyst at Global Marketing Associates (GMA). GMA is an international business and marketing consulting firm that helps businesses to expand globally from preparation to implementation through global online management, “The South Korea - US Free Trade Agreement”, http://ezinearticles.com/?The-South-Korea---US-Free-Trade-Agreement&id=4520289
Although riddled with the imperfections inherent to free trade agreements, the KORUS FTA represents an significant opportunity for American exporters. Furthermore, the KORUS FTA is seen as an important way to strengthen American ties to the Asian market, counterbalance South Korea's growing trade ties with China, and possibly even restore the American position as Korea's preeminent trade partner. Finally, the agreement will not only boost economic ties between the two nations, but is also strategically important for the US in shaping future Asian policies. Failure could mean a devastating blow to a key American alliance in an increasingly important region. (The Heritage Foundation). If President Obama is able to garner the political capital necessary to push the KORUS FTA through Congress, it has the potential to send American exports to new heights. However, doing so will require strength, persistence, and much compromise.
3) (Insert Plan Unpopular Link)
1NC SKFTA Good (2/2)
4) Pushing controversial issues drains Obama’s capital

Mark Seidenfeld, Associate Professor, Florida State University College of Law, Iowa Law Review, October 1994
In addition, the propensity of congressional committees to engage in special-interest-oriented oversight might seriously undercut presidential efforts to implement regulatory reform through legislation. n198 On any proposed regulatory measure, the President could face opposition from powerful committee members whose ability to modify and kill legislation is well-documented. n199 This is not meant to deny that the President has significant power that he can use to bring aspects of his legislative agenda to fruition.  The President's ability to focus media attention on an issue, his power to bestow benefits on the constituents of members of Congress who support his agenda, and his potential to deliver votes in congressional elections increase the likelihood of legislative success for particular programs. n200 Repeated use of such tactics, however, will impose economic costs on society and concomitantly consume the President's political capital. n201 At some point the price to the President for pushing legislation through Congress exceeds the benefit he derives from doing so.  Thus, a President would be unwise to rely too heavily on legislative changes to implement his policy vision. 

5) Ratification of the South Korea FTA is key to check North Korean proliferation.

Cooper and Manyin ’07 (William and Mark, Specialists in International Trade and Finance and Asian Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Congressional Research Service, “The Proposed South Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA),” http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33435.pdf)

An FTA may also be viewed by some as a means to reassert the importance of a critical foreign policy and national security alliance by rising above differences that have caused the U.S.-South Korean alliance to fray recently. For example, the Bush Administration and South Korean leaders have differed over how to manage relations with North Korea. Specifically, South Korea’s “sunshine policy” of emphasizing bilateral reconciliation with North Korea generally has meant that Seoul has not supported U.S. diplomatic and rhetorical efforts to pressure North Korea, especially on North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs. The re-positioning of U.S. troops in South Korea has also generated some friction between the two allies.

6) North Korean proliferation causes an Asian arms race that concludes in global nuclear war.
Richardson ‘06 (Corey, Washington-based analyst who covered East Asian security issues as a presidential management fellow with the US Department of Defense, “The Coming East Asian Arms Race,” DPRK Studies, July 25, http://www.dprkstudies.org/2006/07/25/the-coming-east-asian-arms-race/?cat=41)

It goes like this; The U.S. pulls out of Korea, for whatever reason. South Korea predictably feels the need to beef up its security due to the absence of U.S. troops, although more from the (real or perceived) threat from Japan rather than North Korea. South Korea is also worried about Chinese designs on North Korean territory. Japan must respond to the Korean buildup, and so enhances its forces with some projection capability, which it currently lacks. This in turn causes concern in China, where Japan is viewed as a threat, although Korea is not. At some point, either Korea or Japan may consider the nuclear option, since it is too costly for them to spend scarce resources on a massive conventional build-up of equipment and forces. The other would soon follow, and East Asia would be a nuclear powder keg ready to explode over something as childish as the Tokdo/Takeshima dispute. While the details of the race and escalation of tensions can vary in a number of ways, the overall outcome would complicate security and economic matters in East Asia even without the conflict that would probably become a world war. As long as policy makers don’t forget this, the U.S. will be in Korea and Japan.
*** Uniqueness ***

SKFTA- Passing- probably 1NC Worthy 

SKFTA passing now with strong bipart support- but Obama is going to have to use political capital to get key Dem’s on board 

AFP, 7/20/10, “Key US senators seek progress on S.Korea trade pact”, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hwvLlw8nT8TwdFd0NzND9rvNw5Vw

WASHINGTON — A group of senior US senators offered President Barack Obama their "strong support" Tuesday as he forges ahead with a free trade deal with South Korea opposed by some of his Democratic allies. "We write to applaud your call for a prompt resolution of outstanding issues to the US-Korea Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA) this year and to reiterate our strong support for such action," the lawmakers wrote in a letter to Obama. The group included Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry, Senate Agriculture Committee Blanche Lincoln, and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye -- all Democrats.It also included Independent Senator Joe Lieberman, who chairs the Senate Homeland Security Committee; Democratic Senator Dianne Feinstein, who chairs the Senate Intelligence Committee; and East Asia and Pacific Affairs Subcommittee Chairman Jim Webb, a Democrat. Democratic Senators Mark Warner, Daniel Akaka, Maria Cantwell, and Mark Begich were also part of the group, which threw its weight behind Obama's vow to resolve difficult disputes holding up congressional approval for the deal. "We share your commitment to addressing the outstanding issues with the Agreement, including trade in beef and autos, and securing congressional approval in an expeditious manner," the lawmakers wrote. The group said approving the agreement would bolster ties with South Korea, and send a message to North Korea, while failure to approve the pact "could have wide-ranging repercussions for US engagement and influence" in the region. "We look forward to your prompt submission of the Agreement to the Congress, and we stand by to assist you in resolving any outstanding issues in order to ensure that this Agreement garners widespread support and is approved by the Congress in an expeditious fashion," they wrote. But organized labor, a critical support base for Obama's Democratic Party with critical November mid-term elections looming, and several Democratic lawmakers have vowed to fight the deal which they say would hurt workers. The deal would be the largest for the United States since the the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with Canada and Mexico, which came into force on New Year's Day in 1994. The United States and South Korea completed painstaking negotiations in 2007 but neither nation's legislature has ratified it. Obama has ordered his administration to finalize the deal before a Group of 20 economic summit in Seoul in November so that he can present it to congress in the few months thereafter despite concerns from US cattlemen and carmakers. South Korea said in late June that it would reopen talks soon with the United States on a major free trade deal, but rejected complaints it unfairly restricts US beef and auto exports. South Korea shipped about 700,000 cars to the United States in 2007 while just 5,000 moved in the opposite direction, official figures show. Analysts in Seoul say the figures exclude more than 125,000 vehicles made by a General Motors subsidiary in Korea while including vehicles made by a Hyundai plant in Alabama. The free trade deal has also stirred some controversy in South Korea due to public fears over the safety of US beef. Despite angry protests from farmers and activists, South Korea in 2008 agreed to ease restrictions imposed over fears of mad cow diseases and to resume imports of beef from US cattle aged less than 30 months.

SKFTA- Passing 
Obama pushing SKFTA —but its going to be a fight-- he needs to get his party on board 

The Chosun Ilb, 7/09/10, “Obama Urges Progress on Korea-U.S. FTA”, http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2010/07/09/2010070900354.html

U.S. President Barack Obama has called for early ratification of the Korea-U.S. free trade agreement bill to create more jobs at a time when many members of his party take a negative attitude toward the FTA.
At the President's Export Council at the White House on Wednesday, Obama expressed hope of doubling U.S. exports over the next five years, urging ratification of the FTAs with Korea, Panama and Colombia.
He said the trade pact with Korea is "an agreement that will create new jobs and opportunity for people in both of our countries." "I’ve instructed U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk to begin discussions to help resolve outstanding issues ... before my visit to Korea in November," he added.
In a report Wednesday, the White House estimated that the Korea-U.S. FTA will support US$10-11 billion in exports and an estimated 70,000 jobs. If Korea's non-tariff barriers are lowered and America's exports of services increase, the U.S. will gain more even benefits from the FTA, it said.
In the press briefing, White House spokesman Robert Gibbs made it clear that the car portion of the FTA will be a key point on the agenda in follow-up Korea-U.S. talks. "I think the reason -- one of the reasons we still see outstanding issues -- and we talked about this in Toronto -- were some of the auto provisions in" the FTA, he said.
SKFTA – Passing 

SKFTA Passing now- Obama just has to persuade 39 more representatives 
Doug Palmer, 7/22/10, Reuters, “Democrats ask to meet Obama on Korea trade concerns”, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE66L6BN20100722?type=politicsNews
"At a time when our economy is struggling to recover from the worst downturn since the Great Depression, it is unthinkable to consider moving forward with another job-killing FTA," the 110 members of the U.S. House of Representatives said in a letter to Obama. The letter underscores the battle Obama faces within his own party unless he persuades South Korea to make substantial changes to the agreement it negotiated three years ago with the administration of former President George W. Bush. Obama has said he wants to resolve outstanding concerns with the pact by November so he can submit it to Congress by early next year, a move welcomed by House Democratic Leader Steny Hoyer. U.S. trade official have identified two main issues blocking the pact: South Korea's restrictions on imports of U.S. beefs, and auto trade provisions of the pact that critics say favor South Korean automakers too much. But in their letter, the 110 House Democrats made clear they had a longer list of concerns. "We oppose specific provisions of the agreement in the financial services, investment and labor chapters because they benefit multi-national corporations at the expense of small businesses and workers," they said. "And we strongly object to the non-tariff barriers to the Korean market that numerous U.S. industries -- including the auto, beef and textile sectors -- will continue to face even as their Korean counterparts receive virtually total access to the American market," they said. The letter was signed by many top Democrats including Financial Services Committee Chairman Barney Frank, Rules Committee Chairman Louise Slaughter, Agriculture Committee Chairman Collin Peterson and Education and Labor Committee Chairman George Miller. They said they want to meet with Obama to discuss their ideas for improving the Korean trade deal, and the U.S. negotiating model for future free trade agreements. There are 255 Democrats and 178 Republicans in the House. It takes a simple majority, or 217 votes currently, to pass a trade deal. Most Republicans are expected to support the Korea agreement if it comes to a vote. 
SKFTA- Passing 

SKFTA Passing key senators are on board—but there still is opposition 

Mary Swire, 7/27/10, “US Senators Divided On FTA With South Korea”, Tax-news, http://www.tax-news.com/news/US_Senators_Divided_On_FTA_With_South_Korea____44482.html
Several US senators have sent a letter to President Obama, giving their support to his decision to proceed with the South Korea-United States free trade agreement (KORUS FTA), while two others have expressed their concern. Nine Democrat senators, including Foreign Relations Committee Chairman John Kerry and East Asia and Pacific Affairs Subcommittee Chairman Jim Webb, together with Joe Lieberman, an Independent, have endorsed the President’s call for a prompt resolution of outstanding issues to the KORUS FTA. In a letter to President Obama, the senators argue that it is in the economic and security interests of the US to move forward on it. In the letter, they emphasize that “the KORUS FTA is an agreement between two mature economies, and has the potential to strengthen commercial and trade ties between our countries. New export opportunities can generate good-paying American jobs and contribute to our economic recovery. Critical sectors of the US economy, including manufactured goods, technology, services, and agriculture, will grow through expanded trade with our seventh-largest trading partner.” They confirm that “we share your commitment to addressing the outstanding issues with the agreement, including trade in beef and autos, and securing congressional approval in an expeditious manner.” “President Obama has made clear he wants to work with our ally South Korea to resolve legitimate concerns and smooth the way for passage of the trade agreement. This is an important step in meeting the President’s goal of doubling American exports over the next five years to create good American jobs,” said Senator Kerry. “When Seoul hosts the G-20 meeting this November,” he continued. “I am optimistic that the US will be able to point to substantial progress on the KORUS FTA as an example of America’s re-engagement with the region.” “The US, South Korea, and all of East Asia stand to benefit from the implementation of this agreement,” Senator Webb added. “I support the President’s decision to resolve the concerns of a few key industries by November, and I will do my part in the Senate to ensure that it is approved.” However, two Democrat senators and members of the President’s Export Council, Debbie Stabenow, from Michigan, and Sherrod Brown, from Ohio, sent a letter to the President expressing concerns over the effects of the KORUS FTA, and urged him to “drive a hard bargain with South Korea” in any agreement in order to combat unfair trade practices and protect American jobs and innovation. Their view, in the letter, is that the US needs “trade agreements that increase market access to US goods so that we are exporting products, not jobs. At the same time, we must initiate more enforcement cases that target the most pressing barriers facing American workers and businesses.” “As it stands, the KORUS FTA falls short of the new course that the Administration has advocated—a path that would ensure strong labour, safety, and environmental standards; open up Korea’s markets to support good American jobs, including in auto manufacturing; ensure a fair investment environment while not exposing taxpayers from liabilities due to investor-state provisions; and contain robust mechanisms for enforcement,” the senators continued. “We respectfully request that your Administration work closely with Congress to address concerns about the contents of this agreement, as well as concerns about the broader trade policy framework.”

. 
SKFTA Passing- Lame Duck Session 

SKFTA Passing- Obama will use the lame-duck Congress to push it through 

Barbra Kim, 7/07/10 ,The Hill, “Lame-duck Congress could move immigration reform, warns GOP opponent” http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/107589-lame-duck-congress-could-move-immigration-reform-warns-gop-opponent
Voters should be wary of a lame-duck Congress that could push through an immigration bill this year, one stalwart opponent of comprehensive reform warned Wednesday.
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (Calif.), one of the GOP's staunchest opponents of illegal immigration, warned that President Barack Obama might seek immigration reform after this fall's elections, and urged lawmakers running for reelection to pledge not to move such legislation during a lame-duck Congress.
"If you listen to the debate, since the president’s speech, and now you look at this action by his Justice Department, what we can expect is that after the next elections, in between before the next Congress is sworn in, they will move and try to do something dramatic in the area of illegal immigration," Rohrabacher said during an interview with a conservative radio syndicate. “We have got to make sure that everyone running for office pledges that they will not be part of a lame-duck conspiracy … to pass laws that they [the Obama administration] couldn’t get passed before the elections," he added. "That’s an insult to the American people and an insult to democracy."
Lame-duck Congresses take place after the elections when defeated, retiring lawmakers sit alongside their reelected colleagues for a few weeks during a session in which very little is usually accomplished. 
Many lawmakers and the president himself have suggested that mustering the political will for reform could be difficult, potentially allowing lawmakers who are no longer vulnerable to feel freer to cast a vote at the end of the year.
But Democrats in the White House and Congress have been far from dismissive of the prospects for using the session for controversial measures later this year. 
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) has similarly hinted that Democrats could move the Employee Free Choice Act (“card-check”) legislation during a lame-duck session, while White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said Wednesday he "certainly believe[s] it's possible" that a lame-duck Congress could be used to push through a controversial free trade agreement with South Korea.
SKFTA- Passing 
SKFTA passing now due to lobby support—but its still going to be a tough fight 
Kevin Bogardus - 07/15/10, The Hill, “South Korea bulks up on K Street as Obama presses trade deal”, http://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/109149-korea-bulks-up-on-k-street-as-obama-presses-trade-deal
South Korea has bulked up its lobbying roster to help the White House convince Congress to take up a controversial trade agreement between the two countries. In the last six months alone, South Korea’s embassy has signed four different lobbying and public relations firms to advocate for the trade deal.  South Korea’s spending spree has taken place as Colombia and Panama have slowed down their activity on K Street as their trade deals with the U.S. have stalled in the Congress. The South Korean agreement, in contrast, received a significant boost last month when President Obama at the G-20 summit said he wanted it completed before his November visit to Korea so he can present it to Congress soon after the trip.  Colombia once had a heavy lobbying presence on Capitol Hill. But last year, the Colombian government canceled contracts with lobby firms Glover Park Group and Peck, Madigan, Jones & Stewart. In late 2008, it also ended an agreement with Sorini, Samet & Associates.  Korea, by contrast, has hired several firms through its embassy.  It signed a $20,000-per-month contract with Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld in May, according to Justice Department records, as well as a $25,000-per-month contract that runs until December with the Fratelli Group, a public relations firm.  The embassy signed lobbying firm Thomas Capitol Partners to a $45,000-per-month deal that runs to December, and renewed a $20,000-per-month contract at the beginning of the year with Parven Pomper Strategies, a lobbying group with ties to Blue Dog Democrats that is owned by Akin Gump.  The Blue Dog Democrats could be swing votes on all three agreements, which have divided the Democratic Caucus.  Business groups tied to Korea have also stepped up their efforts. The Korea International Trade Association (KITA) hired Patton Boggs in September 2009 to lobby for the trade deal. The firm has already earned $240,000 in lobbying fees from the business group, according to lobbying disclosure records.  Big-name lobbyists like former Rep. Bill Paxon (R-N.Y.) and Tommy Boggs Jr. are among the lobbyists helping Korea. Paxon, a top GOP fundraiser, lobbies for the embassy at Akin Gump while Boggs, the founder of Patton Boggs, lobbies for KITA.  South Korea’s ambassador has traveled around the country to tout the free-trade pact, and the embassy created a new website in June to promote the agreement. South Korea is also sending a periodic e-mail newsletter to reporters highlighting new support for the agreement.  The Colombian Embassy backed away from K Street because it recognized that the White House’s priorities were in passing the healthcare reform bill in its first year, not moving trade deals, according to an embassy official.  “We canceled the lobbying contracts because trade was not at the top of the domestic agenda and the administration was busy with other things. We felt it was important that we should be strategic with our resources, but we have never stopped working,” said the official. The official said embassy staff, including the Colombian ambassador, continue to have meetings every week with lawmakers in both parties on Capitol Hill to advocate for passage of their trade deal. Fratelli is also still doing PR work for the Colombian Embassy. Like Colombia, Panama let go of several lobby firms last year. Akin Gump, Clark & Weinstock and Parven Pomper all saw their contracts with the Panamian Embassy come to an end at some point in 2009. HDMK, a PR firm, still has an active contract with Panama, according to Justice records.  Bill Reinsch, president of the pro-trade National Foreign Trade Council, said the decisions by Colombia and Panama show their ambassadors are skilled Washington operators who know when to hold back the K Street blitz.  “It indicates some of these guys are more savvy about Washington than others,” Reinsch said. “It shows that these foreign governments have a level of sophistication to know what the Congress may or may not be working on and to then cut back on their representation accordingly.”Reinsch argues that the South Korea trade deal was boosted when the Asian country reached a separate agreement with the European Union last year.  “A whole bunch of people pointed out to the White House that a lot of American competitors would have access to that market and leave us out in the cold,” Reinsch said. “I detected a real nervousness from the administration on the Korea deal then.” That’s not to say the deal will sail through Congress. Labor unions have lobbied against all three agreements, and the Ford Motor Co. opposes the Korean deal. It believes the agreement will allow Korea to send more trucks to the U.S., at the expense of U.S. workers.

SKFTA- Passing 

SKFTA Passing- but Obama has to overcome divisions within his party 
A deep fault line has emerged among members of the US Democratic Party over a pending free trade deal with South Korea. US President Barack Obama has said that he wants the pact, widely known as the KORUS FTA, to be finalised before November’s Group of 20 Summit in Seoul. For that to happen, however, Obama will have to overcome stark divisions within his own political party. Over the past two weeks, various groups of Democratic lawmakers from both houses of Congress have sent the president letters arguing strongly both for and against the pact. Late last week, Democratic congressman Mike Michaud rallied a group of 109 Democrats from the House of Representatives to request a meeting with Obama to discuss making “major changes” to the pact. In their letter, they asked Obama to give them the “opportunity to express our support for a revised trade policy that creates jobs in all sectors of the economy,” according to Agence France-Presse. They cited fears of job losses as the main basis of their concern, particularly in the US manufacturing sector. “Of course I support trade,” Michaud wrote recently in an editorial in The Exception Magazine, but “signing flawed trade agreements just for the sake of signing them is bad policy and it hurts our economy.” While acknowledging that trade liberalisation does not - and, in theory, should not - always cause job losses, he noted that “if we keep pushing more bad trade deals, that’s exactly what will happen.” Senate Democrats lacking unity The letter from Michaud’s group of House Democrats echoed many of the sentiments expressed by two of their Senate counterparts- Democrats Debbie Stabenow of Michigan and Sherrod Brown of Ohio. The two senators sent Obama an anti-KORUS letter of their own on 19 July, urging him not to “repeat the mistakes of the previous administration.” They suggested that the US instead pursue agreements that increase market access to US so that the US exports “products, not jobs.” The day after the Stabenow-Brown letter was released, nine Senate Democrats and one Independent sent a rival letter to Obama. John Kerry - Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee - and Joe Lieberman - Chairman of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee - were among the signatories.The senators wrote to express their strong support for Obama’s renewed efforts to resolve the outstanding issues of the FTA. They lauded the pact for the potential benefits it could provide to the US economy, especially for “critical sectors” such as agriculture, manufactured goods, services, and technology that would “grow through expanded trade with our seventh-largest trading partner.” “Failure to bring the KORUS FTA to a swift resolution could have wide-ranging repercussions for US engagement and influence in the Asia Pacific, as well as our leadership position on open markets and mutually beneficial trade,” the group of senators cautioned. Both Kerry and Lieberman also made separate statements in which they insisted that the pact is essential for strengthening Washington’s political ties to the North Asian nation.

SKTA- Passing 

SKTA Passing—Republicans and Democrats are on board- buts it’s not for sure 
Teresa Galli, 7/21/10,  Teresa Galli is a Global Market Research Analyst at Global Marketing Associates (GMA). GMA is an international business and marketing consulting firm that helps businesses to expand globally from preparation to implementation through global online management, “The South Korea - US Free Trade Agreement”, http://ezinearticles.com/?The-South-Korea---US-Free-Trade-Agreement&id=4520289
Given the potential economic benefits of the KORUS FTA, presidential wariness of seeking congressional approval seems unfounded. However, the agreement does not have unwavering support in the American Congress because of a number of powerful interest groups who oppose the FTA. Most significantly, the American automobile and beef industries along with influential US labor unions staunchly oppose the agreement. US automakers argue that while the American market will open to Korean vehicles, South Korean regulations discriminate against imports of US autos. US automakers sold fewer than 7000 vehicles in South Korea in 2008, a figure that represents less than 1% of the available market. In comparison, South Korean carmakers sold more than 53,000 vehicles in the US in October 2009 alone. According to the AFL-CIO, more than three quarters of the $13.4 billion US trade deficit with South Korea is in autos. This discrepancy has caused figures such as the US Trade Representative Ron Kirk to urge South Korea to "level the playing field" by eliminating tariffs on US automobiles before the agreement will be considered (Bloomberg). American beef exporters, who face similarly damaging tariffs while entering the Korean market, share the grievances of American automakers and US labor unions fear that opening US markets without Korean reciprocation will lead to large job losses in these two industries. Despite opposition by these powerful groups, many republicans along with certain democrats in Congress are urging the president to resolve existing concerns and quickly approve the KORUS FTA. These men and their supporters insist that the agreement will create thousands of well-paying jobs for Americans and will open the majority of US exporters to a substantial new market (Reuters). They argue that the opportunity presented to US exporters is too great to be ignored and, more recently, that time may be running out. In October 2009, South Korea signed a free-trade pact with the European Union that awaits ratification and the Korean government is currently engaging in negotiations of another free trade agreement with Japan and China. Companies such as Citigroup Inc. and ACE Ltd. fear that the recently signed EU-Korea trade accord may give their competitors the advantage in cracking Korean markets (Bloomberg).

*** Impacts ***

SKFTA Good—Economy 

SKFTA Good- it would add at least 10 billion dollars back into the economy 

John Crane,  Amos is a staff writer for the Danville Register & Bee., 7/27/10, “Fifth District contenders have concerns over Korea free trade agreement”, http://www2.newsadvance.com/news/2010/jul/27/fifth-district-contenders-have-concerns-over-korea-ar-352372/

DANVILLE — Local jobs are the big issue when it comes to supporting a free trade agreement between the United States and South Korea, 5th District candidates said Tuesday. The U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, which was signed in 2007, is still pending before Congress. According to the White House, President Barack Obama aims to present the FTA to Congress after his November visit to South Korea — if discussions can resolve outstanding issues for U.S. workers and producers. Obama met with South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak in late June and called the FTA “the right thing to do for Korea,” adding that it would “strengthen commercial ties and create enormous potential economic benefits and create jobs here in the United States.” Rep. Tom Perriello, D-5th District, however, announced in a news release Tuesday his opposition to a “NAFTA-style” Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement “because of their devastating effects on manufacturing and industry in central and southern Virginia,” his press secretary, Jessica Barba, said in the release. Perriello’s opponent, GOP candidate Robert Hurt, believes in free trade but supports re-evaluating trade agreements to protect Southside jobs, according to his campaign manager, Sean Harrison. Harrison said that for Hurt, “it must be fair trade, as well.” Independent Jeff Clark could not be reached for comment. According to the White House, the U.S. International Trade Commission estimates that the reduction of Korean tariffs and quotas on goods would add $10 billion to $12 billion annually to America’s gross domestic product and increase annual merchandise exports to Korea by $10 billion. And for agriculture products, the agreement would eliminate tariffs and quotas “on a broad range of products. Perriello joined the more than 100 members of the Democratic House Trade Working Group to send a letter July 22 to Obama requesting a meeting to discuss the issue because of what they believe would be the FTA’s effect on small businesses and the automotive, beef and textile industries. In a statement, Perriello said Southside lost nearly 6,000 jobs to China from 2001-08 under the North American Free Trade Agreement and the World Trade Organization “We need better trade that benefits American workers,” Perriello said in a statement, “not deals that will send our jobs offshore … I have consistently stood up to both parties on this issue and affirm that we cannot have any new NAFTA-style agreements and must put American workers first again. Harrison refrained from saying whether Hurt would support the U.S.-Korea FTA, but said that for Hurt, the deciding factor is creating jobs locally  “Too many Virginia jobs have been shipped overseas in recent years,” Harrison said in an e-mail, “and we need to re-evaluate trade agreements like NAFTA to make sure American businesses and workers are on a level playing field with everyone else. “His decision on such legislation would be based on one question: ‘Does it help create jobs in central and Southside Virginia?’”
SKFTA Good- Economy 

SKFTA Good- key to manufacturing and economy 
The Farm Press, 7/29/10, “How do we double exports in five years?”, http://southwestfarmpress.com/markets/how-we-double-exports-five-years-0729/
The American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF), the Coalition of Service Industries (CSI) and the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) have put forth a comprehensive approach to double U.S. exports in five years — a key goal of President Obama’s. Under this approach, the three organizations outline policy changes needed to improve market access and level the playing field in a competitive global market. Doubling exports in five years is an ambitious, but achievable goal, if major changes are enacted. The NAM, the CSI and the AFBF believe the following recommendations are essential to achieving this goal:  Enact pending trade agreements with Colombia, Panama and South Korea. Pursue new trade agreements.  Reduce non-tariff barriers. Improve competitiveness with investments in infrastructure and trade facilitation initiatives. Pursue a Doha Round agreement that expands world trade. Improve export promotion efforts and financing policies.“Growth in U.S. agricultural exports will be achieved with aggressive actions to expand market opportunities and reduce trade barriers,” said AFBF Director of International Policy Rosemarie Watkins. “These measures are critical for increasing U.S. agricultural competitiveness around the world and meeting the growing world demand for food with U.S. agricultural products.” “While services account for 80 percent of the U.S. economy, they account for only about 31percent of U.S. exports, in part because of the prevalence of barriers to services trade around the world,” said CSI President Bob Vastine. “If the President's goal of doubling exports is to be realized, the U.S. government must create a supportive trade policy environment that addresses discriminatory trade barriers erected by many of our trading partners. CSI and its members are ready to partner, and we welcome our government's leadership.”  “If drastic changes are not made to double exports, our nation’s manufactured goods exports will fall nearly $300 billion short of the President’s goal in 2014,” said NAM vice-president of international economic affairs Frank Vargo. “Our partners and competitors are moving forward with negotiating new free trade agreements and enacting other policies to boost exports, and the U.S. is being left behind. America needs to enact policies to make it easier for U.S. companies to reach new markets.”

SKFTA good for econ—jobs and exports 

Jen Moon, 7/29/10.
	“ KOR-US FTA Expected to Enhance Exports and Jobs in the US: Deputy USTR” , http://www.arirang.co.kr/News/News_View.asp?nseq=105369&code=Ne2&category=2 


The ratification of the pending free trade deal with South Korea will greatly increase US exports to Asia's fourth biggest economy and create jobs in the US. Now, this is according to Demetrios Marantis, Deputy US Trade Representative speaking at the Institute of Strategic and International Studies in Kuala Lumpur.  Highlighting Washington's growing trade relations with Asian countries the trade diplomat said… the pending KORUS agreement is a great opportunity for the US… emphasizing that it will generate an additional 10 to 11-billion US dollars in annual exports and support up to 70-thousand additional jobs. He also added that President Obama had tasked his Trade Representative, Ron Kirk, to resolve the outstanding concerns with this agreement by the G20 Seoul Summit this November.


SKFTA Good- Asia-U.S. Relations
SKFTA key to maintain U.S.’s presence in Asia 
Teresa Galli, 7/21/10,  Teresa Galli is a Global Market Research Analyst at Global Marketing Associates (GMA). GMA is an international business and marketing consulting firm that helps businesses to expand globally from preparation to implementation through global online management, “The South Korea - US Free Trade Agreement”, http://ezinearticles.com/?The-South-Korea---US-Free-Trade-Agreement&id=4520289
Although riddled with the imperfections inherent to free trade agreements, the KORUS FTA represents an significant opportunity for American exporters. Furthermore, the KORUS FTA is seen as an important way to strengthen American ties to the Asian market, counterbalance South Korea's growing trade ties with China, and possibly even restore the American position as Korea's preeminent trade partner. Finally, the agreement will not only boost economic ties between the two nations, but is also strategically important for the US in shaping future Asian policies. Failure could mean a devastating blow to a key American alliance in an increasingly important region. (The Heritage Foundation). If President Obama is able to garner the political capital necessary to push the KORUS FTA through Congress, it has the potential to send American exports to new heights. However, doing so will require strength, persistence, and much compromise.

SKFTA—Key to checking China power 

SKFTA key to curbing China’s power in East Asia 

Cooper and Manyin ’07 (William and Mark, Specialists in International Trade and Finance and Asian Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Congressional Research Service, “The Proposed South Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA),” http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33435.pdf)

Some experts have suggested that a KORUS FTA could curb the rising tide of China’s economic and political influence in East Asia. China has surpassed the United States as the most important export market for South Korea and the second most important source of imports into Korea (behind Japan). China is also forging ties with the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in an ASEAN+3 arrangement (China, Japan and South Korea), arrangements from which the United States is excluded. An FTA could ensure that the United States has an institutional presence in East Asia. In addition, trade expert Claude Barfield of the American Enterprise Institute suggests that a KORUS FTA could generate a “domino effect” that leads to other countries, such as Japan, pressing to enter into similar arrangements with the United States.32 All of this came as the discussions within the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum on forming a free trade area of the Asia-Pacific region were making little headway.
SKFTA ---> Global Free Trade 

SKFTA key to Global Free Trade 

Cooper and Manyin ’07 (William and Mark, Specialists in International Trade and Finance and Asian Affairs, Foreign Affairs, Congressional Research Service, “The Proposed South Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (KORUS FTA),” http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33435.pdf)

In terms of broader U.S. trade policy, an FTA with Korea would build on the policy first introduced by then-USTR Robert Zoellick, “competitive liberalization,” that uses free trade agreements and multilateral trade agreements to encourage trading partners to remove trade and investment barriers and be a model for others. In that sense, the KORUS FTA would be a major step forward in the policy. It would be the largest U.S. FTA in terms of mutual trade and investment, since the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) went into effect in 1994. It would also respond to some critics of Bush Administration trade policy that the FTAs that the United States has entered into since NAFTA account for very little trade and yield relatively little in commercial benefits.

Free Trade Solves War 

O’Driscoll and Fitzgerald 02 (Dr. Gerald, former Director, and Sara J., Trade Policy Analyst, the center for International Trade and Economics at The Heritage Foundation, “Trade Promotes Prosperity and Security,” Heritage Backgrounder 1617, 18 Dec, http://www.heritage.org/Research/TradeandForeignAid/BG1617.cfm)
A report by the World Bank says that 2 billion people -- most of them in sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle East and the former Soviet Union -- "live in countries that are being left behind." These countries have failed to integrate with the world economy, failed to knock down barriers to trade and investment flows, failed to establish property rights and, as a result, failed to grow into modern economies.

And, according to research by Edward Mansfield of the University of Pennsylvania and Jon Pevehouse of the University of Wisconsin, that's a recipe for trouble. Mansfield and Pevehouse have demonstrated that trade between nations makes them less likely to wage war on each other -- and keeps internecine spats from spiraling out of control. They also found these trends are more pronounced among democratic countries with a strong tradition of respect for the rule of law.Countries that trade with each other are far less likely to confront each other on the battlefield than are countries with no trade relationship. And the size of the economies involved doesn't affect this relationship, which means small, weak countries can enhance their defense capabilities simply by increasing trade with the world's economic giants. Experts, including Mansfield and Pevehouse, say intensive trade integration, perhaps more than any other factor, has led to an unprecedented five decades of peace in Western Europe.
SKFTA key to U.S. influence in Asia
SKFTA key to sustain U.S. influence in Asia 
Soon-Yong 11/19/09 (Hong, President of the North American Headquarters of the Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency, JoongAng Daily, “Carpe Diem, for Free Trade Deal,” http://joongangdaily.joins.com/article/view.asp?aid=2912725)

The South Korea-U.S. free trade agreement can be a diplomatic tool for promoting American strategic interests in East Asia. Changing the agreement which both sides have agreed upon may push South Korea away from the U.S. on other issues. Korea is currently negotiating an FTA with the European Union, which is its largest trading partner—and could well turn to China and Russia next. Through trade, America can demonstrate the benefits of open markets and free enterprise, which can help combat anti-Americanism and consolidate good relations with important allies around the world, by showing the way to greater prosperity. This approach has been used on several occasions since the last approval of trade promotion authority in 2002. For example, the Morocco-U.S. FTA, which was signed by President Bush on August 3, 2004, has helped strengthen ties with a moderate Muslim state and key Arab ally in the war on terrorism in the Middle East.55 Today, an increasingly assertive China keeps pushing for negotiations within Asia, for example, “ASEAN plus Three” (the ASEAN countries plus China, South Korea, and Japan) discussions which would not include the United States. A genuine FTA with South Korea would improve America’s position in the region, and put it back at the forefront of Asian countries’ economic deliberations.56 In the case of South Korea, good relations are absolutely crucial. South Korea has been one of America’s most important friends for 60 years. To belittle this valuable ally by scotching this agreement would have serious negative political and economic consequences.

A/T: Obama not pushing SKFTA
Obama pushing SKFTA—he hopes to pass early next year 
Business Ghana, 7/28/2010, “S. Korea, U.S. to soon schedule talks for outstanding FTA issues”, http://www.businessghana.com/portal/news/index.php?op=getNews&news_cat_id=2&id=132467 
Top trade officials of South Korea and the U.S. will hold phone talks soon to set the time table for discussions to resolve outstanding issues in their free trade accord, a senior official said Wednesday.  The two countries signed a free trade agreement (FTA) in 2007 after nearly two years of negotiations, but the accord still awaits ratification in the legislatures of both countries. U.S. President Barack Obama's Democratic government insists that non-tariff issues related to autos and beef should be addressed before it seeks Congressional ratification. "South Korean Trade Minister Kim Jong-hoon and U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk will have phone talks in the near future," Choi Seok-young, deputy minister for trade, told reporters. "Both sides are still fine-tuning the time frame for upcoming discussions."  South Korea earlier predicted that both sides would work toward having them in September. After a meeting with South Korean President Lee Myung-bak in Canada last month, Obama said he hopes to see the outstanding issues resolved before year's end so that his government can ask Congress to approve the agreement early next year.  Many lawmakers in the U.S. have complained about the pact's auto provisions, which they claim do too little to tear down South Korea's "non-tariff barriers" to U.S. auto imports.  The U.S. also wants South Korea to lift restrictions on the shipment of beef.  South Korea imports beef only from cattle less than 30 months old due to fear over mad cow disease. The United States recorded three cases of the disease between 2003 and 2006. In response, Seoul banned imports of U.S.beef in 2003 before resuming them in late 2008, which led to months of street rallies. U.S. beef exports to South Korea reached US$216 million last year, making South Korea the fourth-biggest importer of U.S. beef products, according to industry statistics.

*** SKFTA Bad ***
*** Uniqueness ***

SKFTA- Not Passing 

SKFTA not passing—The Dem’s hate it 

AFP, 7/24/10, “Lawmakers demand 'major changes' to US-S.Korea trade deal”, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jNCo0x9GW2d56sxw1nVS8vB2f9Iw

WASHINGTON — More than 100 US lawmakers wrote to President Barack Obama Thursday demanding "major changes" to a landmark free trade agreement with South Korea, which they called a "job killing" pact. Obama wants to finalize the deal before a Group of 20 summit in Seoul this November so that he can present it to Congress in the few months thereafter, despite concerns from US cattlemen and carmakers. But 109 legislators from Obama's Democratic party in the House of Representatives sent a joint letter to him, seeking talks with the president to address opposition to specific provisions of the FTA in the financial services, investment and labor chapters. They also "strongly object" to the non-tariff barriers to the Korean market that they said numerous US industries, including the auto, beef and textile sectors, faced. "At a time when our economy is struggling to recover from the worst downturn since the Great Depression, it is unthinkable to consider moving forward with another job-killing FTA," the lawmakers said. In addition, they said, implementing the FTA "without major changes will exacerbate the US trade deficit (and) further erode the US manufacturing base." The pact is "simply out of touch with what the overwhelming majority of American people want," they said. The US-South Korea FTA was signed between in June 2007 during the administration of Obama's predecessor George W. Bush. Obama had earlier voiced concerns about market access problems related American beef and autos. Neither country has ratified the deal, which would be the largest for the United States since the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with Canada and Mexico, which came into force in 1994. South Korea said in late June that it would reopen talks soon on the FTA but it rejected complaints it unfairly restricted US beef and auto exports. South Korea shipped about 700,000 cars to the United States in 2007 while just 5,000 moved in the opposite direction, official figures show. Analysts in Seoul say the figures exclude more than 125,000 vehicles made by a General Motors subsidiary in Korea while including vehicles made by a Hyundai plant in Alabama. The free trade deal has also stirred some controversy in South Korea due to public fears over the safety of US beef. Despite angry protests from farmers and activists, South Korea in 2008 agreed to ease restrictions imposed over fears of mad cow diseases and to resume imports of beef from US cattle aged less than 30 months.
SKFTA- Not Passing 

SKFTA Not Passing—hurts economy 

Reuters, 7/23/10, “Business groups recommend ways US govt can double trade”, http://www.moneycontrol.com/news/world-news/business-groups-recommend-ways-us-govt-can-double-trade_472567-0.html
President Barack Obama needs to quickly win approval of free trade agreements with South Korea, Colombia and Panama and start talks on new trade deals with Brazil, India and others if he if serious about doubling exports, US business groups said on Monday. "We must be extremely aggressive," Rosemarie Watkins, director for international policy at the American Farm Bureau Federation, told reporters. Passing the three trade deals and negotiating new agreements could boost US manufactured goods exports USD 100 billion by 2014, said Frank Vargo, vice president for international economic affairs at the National Association of Manufacturers. The comments came on the final day for groups to make recommendations for Obama's National Export Initiative, which aims to double US exports to around USD 3.0 trillion in five years. Based on those ideas and its own deliberations, the Obama administration will issue a report in September on how it intends to achieve its goal. Many of Obama's fellow Democrats are wary of trade agreements and are resisting his push to bring the pact with South Korea to a vote by early next year. They blame manufacturing job losses on trade deals that opened the US market to more imports and encouraged US companies to move plants overseas. Supporters say the pacts are good for the United States because they expand exports and reduce the cost of imported goods, giving consumers more choices.

	

	


The issue could play into US elections in November, with Republicans criticizing Democrats for years of delay on trade deals while other countries have pushed ahead. Vargo said the United States has to consider free trade deals with Brazil, India, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and members of the Gulf Cooperation Council if it wants to keep pace with export competitors. Without that push and other major policy changes, long-trend economic trends suggest US manufactured goods exports in 2014 will reach just USD 1.5 trillion, Vargo said. That is about USD 300 billion less than is needed to double exports from USD 900 billion in 2009, he said. Similarly, Bob Vastine, president of the Coalition of Service Industries, said he expected US service exports to hit just USD 620 billion by 2014 under current policy, or about USD 340 billion less than needed to double exports.The groups made other several recommendations for doubling exports, and said they hoped the Obama administration would spell out in its September report how much of a boost it expected from different initiatives. Embargo estimated revamping Cold War-era export controls and boosting funding for government export promotion and export financing could together boost US exports by more than USD 170 billion over the next five years.
	

	


Tackling nontariff barriers that block US exports, making it easier for foreign business people to get visas to come to the United States and leaning harder on foreign governments to protect US intellectual property rights could collectively add another USD 60 billion, he said.A successful conclusion of the long-running Doha round of world trade talks also would give exports a shot in the arm. But many of those gains would not show up for years under current proposals in the talks, the groups said.
SKFTA- Not Passing 

SKFTA not passing- Dems aren’t on board 

Doug Palmer, 7/22/10, Reuters, “Democrats ask to meet Obama on Korea trade concerns”, http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE66L6BN20100722?type=politicsNews
"At a time when our economy is struggling to recover from the worst downturn since the Great Depression, it is unthinkable to consider moving forward with another job-killing FTA," the 110 members of the U.S. House of Representatives said in a letter to Obama. The letter underscores the battle Obama faces within his own party unless he persuades South Korea to make substantial changes to the agreement it negotiated three years ago with the administration of former President George W. Bush. Obama has said he wants to resolve outstanding concerns with the pact by November so he can submit it to Congress by early next year, a move welcomed by House Democratic Leader Steny Hoyer. U.S. trade official have identified two main issues blocking the pact: South Korea's restrictions on imports of U.S. beefs, and auto trade provisions of the pact that critics say favor South Korean automakers too much. But in their letter, the 110 House Democrats made clear they had a longer list of concerns. "We oppose specific provisions of the agreement in the financial services, investment and labor chapters because they benefit multi-national corporations at the expense of small businesses and workers," they said. "And we strongly object to the non-tariff barriers to the Korean market that numerous U.S. industries -- including the auto, beef and textile sectors -- will continue to face even as their Korean counterparts receive virtually total access to the American market," they said. The letter was signed by many top Democrats including Financial Services Committee Chairman Barney Frank, Rules Committee Chairman Louise Slaughter, Agriculture Committee Chairman Collin Peterson and Education and Labor Committee Chairman George Miller. They said they want to meet with Obama to discuss their ideas for improving the Korean trade deal, and the U.S. negotiating model for future free trade agreements. There are 255 Democrats and 178 Republicans in the House. It takes a simple majority, or 217 votes currently, to pass a trade deal. Most Republicans are expected to support the Korea agreement if it comes to a vote.
SKFTA- Not Passing 

SKTA Not Passing—Dems opposition 

Ian Swanson, 7/29/10 , “Dem pressure on Korea”, The Hill, http://thehill.com/homenews/house/111553-dem-pressure-on-korea-
Ten House committee chairmen are among the Democrats complaining about the Obama administration’s new push for a trade deal with South Korea. The party leaders are among the 110 Democrats who have written to the White House pressing for a meeting with Obama on trade.  In a letter sent last week, the Democrats say “it is unthinkable” to move forward with another free trade deal while the economy is struggling to recover from a deep recession. They are demanding changes to the agreement’s chapters on investment, labor and financial services, and also want commitments to reduce non-tariff barriers in South Korea to U.S. cars and beef, among other exports. Obama has set a late-November deadline for negotiators to reach an agreement with South Korea that could pave the way for a vote on the deal. He is set to visit Seoul in November for a meeting of the G-20. 
 The letter shows a push on trade will continue to divide the president’s own party.  Chairmen signing the letter included Rep. George Miller (D-Calif.) of Education and Labor, Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-N.Y.) of Rules and Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) of Financial Services.  Other signatories included Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-Fla.), a deputy whip; and Rep. Joe Sestak (D-Pa.), a Senate candidate. Some have speculated that the South Korean trade deal could come up for a vote in a lame-duck session after the election, though Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) this week said no big-ticket items would be considered. 

*** Impacts ***

SKFTA Bad- Economy 

SKFTA kills the economy—offshoring of jobs and effects on manufacturing 

John Crane,  Amos is a staff writer for the Danville Register & Bee., 7/27/10, “Fifth District contenders have concerns over Korea free trade agreement”, http://www2.newsadvance.com/news/2010/jul/27/fifth-district-contenders-have-concerns-over-korea-ar-352372/

DANVILLE — Local jobs are the big issue when it comes to supporting a free trade agreement between the United States and South Korea, 5th District candidates said Tuesday. The U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement, which was signed in 2007, is still pending before Congress. According to the White House, President Barack Obama aims to present the FTA to Congress after his November visit to South Korea — if discussions can resolve outstanding issues for U.S. workers and producers. Obama met with South Korean President Lee Myung-Bak in late June and called the FTA “the right thing to do for Korea,” adding that it would “strengthen commercial ties and create enormous potential economic benefits and create jobs here in the United States.” Rep. Tom Perriello, D-5th District, however, announced in a news release Tuesday his opposition to a “NAFTA-style” Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement “because of their devastating effects on manufacturing and industry in central and southern Virginia,” his press secretary, Jessica Barba, said in the release. Perriello’s opponent, GOP candidate Robert Hurt, believes in free trade but supports re-evaluating trade agreements to protect Southside jobs, according to his campaign manager, Sean Harrison. Harrison said that for Hurt, “it must be fair trade, as well.” Independent Jeff Clark could not be reached for comment. According to the White House, the U.S. International Trade Commission estimates that the reduction of Korean tariffs and quotas on goods would add $10 billion to $12 billion annually to America’s gross domestic product and increase annual merchandise exports to Korea by $10 billion. And for agriculture products, the agreement would eliminate tariffs and quotas “on a broad range of products. Perriello joined the more than 100 members of the Democratic House Trade Working Group to send a letter July 22 to Obama requesting a meeting to discuss the issue because of what they believe would be the FTA’s effect on small businesses and the automotive, beef and textile industries. In a statement, Perriello said Southside lost nearly 6,000 jobs to China from 2001-08 under the North American Free Trade Agreement and the World Trade Organization “We need better trade that benefits American workers,” Perriello said in a statement, “not deals that will send our jobs offshore … I have consistently stood up to both parties on this issue and affirm that we cannot have any new NAFTA-style agreements and must put American workers first again. Harrison refrained from saying whether Hurt would support the U.S.-Korea FTA, but said that for Hurt, the deciding factor is creating jobs locally  “Too many Virginia jobs have been shipped overseas in recent years,” Harrison said in an e-mail, “and we need to re-evaluate trade agreements like NAFTA to make sure American businesses and workers are on a level playing field with everyone else. “His decision on such legislation would be based on one question: ‘Does it help create jobs in central and Southside Virginia?’”




SKFTA Bad- Economy 

SKFTA kills the economy—its ruins trade deficits and kills jobs
AFP, 7/24/10, “Lawmakers demand 'major changes' to US-S.Korea trade deal”, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jNCo0x9GW2d56sxw1nVS8vB2f9Iw

WASHINGTON — More than 100 US lawmakers wrote to President Barack Obama Thursday demanding "major changes" to a landmark free trade agreement with South Korea, which they called a "job killing" pact. Obama wants to finalize the deal before a Group of 20 summit in Seoul this November so that he can present it to Congress in the few months thereafter, despite concerns from US cattlemen and carmakers. But 109 legislators from Obama's Democratic party in the House of Representatives sent a joint letter to him, seeking talks with the president to address opposition to specific provisions of the FTA in the financial services, investment and labor chapters. They also "strongly object" to the non-tariff barriers to the Korean market that they said numerous US industries, including the auto, beef and textile sectors, faced. "At a time when our economy is struggling to recover from the worst downturn since the Great Depression, it is unthinkable to consider moving forward with another job-killing FTA," the lawmakers said. In addition, they said, implementing the FTA "without major changes will exacerbate the US trade deficit (and) further erode the US manufacturing base." The pact is "simply out of touch with what the overwhelming majority of American people want," they said. The US-South Korea FTA was signed between in June 2007 during the administration of Obama's predecessor George W. Bush. Obama had earlier voiced concerns about market access problems related American beef and autos. Neither country has ratified the deal, which would be the largest for the United States since the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) with Canada and Mexico, which came into force in 1994. South Korea said in late June that it would reopen talks soon on the FTA but it rejected complaints it unfairly restricted US beef and auto exports. South Korea shipped about 700,000 cars to the United States in 2007 while just 5,000 moved in the opposite direction, official figures show. Analysts in Seoul say the figures exclude more than 125,000 vehicles made by a General Motors subsidiary in Korea while including vehicles made by a Hyundai plant in Alabama. The free trade deal has also stirred some controversy in South Korea due to public fears over the safety of US beef. Despite angry protests from farmers and activists, South Korea in 2008 agreed to ease restrictions imposed over fears of mad cow diseases and to resume imports of beef from US cattle aged less than 30 months.

SKFTA Bad- Economy 

SKFTA Bad—it would off shore 159,000 jobs and raise the trade deficit by 16 billion dollars 
Robert Oak, 7/08/10, “South Korea Free Trade Agreement Will Cause 159,000 Americans to Lose Their Jobs”, http://www.economicpopulist.org/content/south-korea-free-trade-agreement-will-cause-159000-americans-lose-their-jobs
Economist Robert E. Scott has cranked the numbers on U.S. job losses if the South Korean Free Trade Agreement is passed. Yet another bad trade deal would cause 159,000 Americans to lose their jobs over 7 years. EPI’s research shows it will increase the U.S. trade deficit with Korea by about $16.7 billion, and displace about 159,000 American jobs within the first seven years after it takes effect. Scott also calls out the USITC, our trade so called representative and commission for denying, routinely, the American job losses of these agreements. From the research paper overview: This Economic Policy Institute analysis examines the likely jobs impact of signing pending FTAs with Korea and Colombia. It shows, based on past experience, that these trade agreements will increase the U.S.’s trade deficit with both countries. Contrary to the Chamber’s projections, the EPI analysis then shows that the increased trade deficit per se will correspond to the loss of 214,000 jobs in the U.S. by 2015. What is it about trade deficit these people do not understand? If one reads Dr. Scott's work, the assumptions and calculations are thorough. Shame our government isn't.

*** Internal Links ***
I/L- Republicans key 

Republicans key to passing SKFTA 

Associated Press, 7/03/10, “Analysis: On Korea trade deal, Obama needs GOP aid”, http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hfQx49i3sKZsF3inUlP1RjmYKP6AD9GNLBJG2
WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama wants Congress to approve a free trade deal with South Korea. Members of his own party have shown little enthusiasm for the accord in an election year. So he's going to need Republican support, something in short supply during his term. Obama's Democratic allies are balking after his announcement last week at a global summit in Toronto that he will revive the agreement to cut tariffs and other barriers to trade. Democratic worries about South Korean restrictions on auto and beef trade derailed the agreement after the Bush administration and Seoul signed it three years ago. Labor unions and other core Democratic supporters say foreign trade agreements steal American jobs. That puts Obama in the unusual position of relying on help from Republicans, who have opposed in near-perfect unison his biggest initiatives, including his overhauls of health care and financial regulations. Republicans traditionally favor foreign trade deals more than Democrats do, and they are lining up behind Obama's push to settle a pact that the White House says could boost exports of American products by $10 billion a year. It would be the largest U.S. trade deal since a 1994 agreement with Canada and Mexico. Rep. Dave Reichert, R-Wash., says the Korean deal "has the potential to create thousands of American jobs and continue a partnership with a democratic ally." At the Toronto summit of the Group of 20 economies, Obama directed his trade envoys to work out differences with their Korean counterparts by the time he visits Seoul in November for the next G-20. That would let him send a deal to Congress early next year. The Democratic backlash was quick. Rep. Louise Slaughter, D-N.Y., expressed surprise that Obama would "try to slide this poorly written trade deal past the American public when Congress has already said that the deal is not good for our economy or workers." Opponents say the accord does not knock down enough barriers to the sale of U.S.-made cars in Korea. There also is frustration with South Korean restrictions on American beef imports. Bowing to those worries, Obama initially refused to send the deal to Congress for a vote. Then, early this year, Obama championed a drive to double U.S. exports during the next five years. Part of that push, he said, would be strengthened trade ties with South Korea. Now, after Obama's commitment in Toronto, he must win over Democrats. Supporters contend the deal would strengthen ties with an important U.S. ally at a moment of high tension on the Korean peninsula. The United States wants to bolster Seoul after a South Korean-led international investigation found that a North Korean torpedo sank a South Korean warship in March, killing 46 sailors. During the G-20, Obama lavished South Korean President Lee Myung-bak with attention. Besides the trade deal, Obama announced an agreement, coveted by the Koreans, to delay until 2015 a plan for the U.S. military to hand over to Seoul command of troops on the Korean peninsula if war should break out between North and South Korea. Obama also criticized North Korea over the sunken warship."There is a foreign policy imperative to move forward with the ratification of this agreement," said Jeffrey Schott, senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. Another White House argument will point to Seoul's warning that the United States could lose hundreds of thousands of jobs if it should fail to act and a South Korean trade agreement with the European Union were ratified. It is unclear how far South Korea is willing to bend in talks with Washington. Seoul says it will not renegotiate the deal; officials will pursue "adjustments," clarification of the text and possible side deals.

I/L- Repubs & Dems

Obama pushing SKFTA—put he needs pol cap to persuade both Dems and Repubs 

Associated Press, 7/03/10, “Analysis: On Korea trade deal, Obama needs GOP aid”, http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hfQx49i3sKZsF3inUlP1RjmYKP6AD9GNLBJG2
WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama wants Congress to approve a free trade deal with South Korea. Members of his own party have shown little enthusiasm for the accord in an election year. So he's going to need Republican support, something in short supply during his term. Obama's Democratic allies are balking after his announcement last week at a global summit in Toronto that he will revive the agreement to cut tariffs and other barriers to trade. Democratic worries about South Korean restrictions on auto and beef trade derailed the agreement after the Bush administration and Seoul signed it three years ago. Labor unions and other core Democratic supporters say foreign trade agreements steal American jobs. That puts Obama in the unusual position of relying on help from Republicans, who have opposed in near-perfect unison his biggest initiatives, including his overhauls of health care and financial regulations. Republicans traditionally favor foreign trade deals more than Democrats do, and they are lining up behind Obama's push to settle a pact that the White House says could boost exports of American products by $10 billion a year. It would be the largest U.S. trade deal since a 1994 agreement with Canada and Mexico. Rep. Dave Reichert, R-Wash., says the Korean deal "has the potential to create thousands of American jobs and continue a partnership with a democratic ally." At the Toronto summit of the Group of 20 economies, Obama directed his trade envoys to work out differences with their Korean counterparts by the time he visits Seoul in November for the next G-20. That would let him send a deal to Congress early next year. The Democratic backlash was quick. Rep. Louise Slaughter, D-N.Y., expressed surprise that Obama would "try to slide this poorly written trade deal past the American public when Congress has already said that the deal is not good for our economy or workers." Opponents say the accord does not knock down enough barriers to the sale of U.S.-made cars in Korea. There also is frustration with South Korean restrictions on American beef imports. Bowing to those worries, Obama initially refused to send the deal to Congress for a vote. Then, early this year, Obama championed a drive to double U.S. exports during the next five years. Part of that push, he said, would be strengthened trade ties with South Korea. Now, after Obama's commitment in Toronto, he must win over Democrats. Supporters contend the deal would strengthen ties with an important U.S. ally at a moment of high tension on the Korean peninsula. The United States wants to bolster Seoul after a South Korean-led international investigation found that a North Korean torpedo sank a South Korean warship in March, killing 46 sailors. During the G-20, Obama lavished South Korean President Lee Myung-bak with attention. Besides the trade deal, Obama announced an agreement, coveted by the Koreans, to delay until 2015 a plan for the U.S. military to hand over to Seoul command of troops on the Korean peninsula if war should break out between North and South Korea. Obama also criticized North Korea over the sunken warship."There is a foreign policy imperative to move forward with the ratification of this agreement," said Jeffrey Schott, senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. Another White House argument will point to Seoul's warning that the United States could lose hundreds of thousands of jobs if it should fail to act and a South Korean trade agreement with the European Union were ratified. It is unclear how far South Korea is willing to bend in talks with Washington. Seoul says it will not renegotiate the deal; officials will pursue "adjustments," clarification of the text and possible side deals.

I/Lx- Republicans Key

Republicans key to SFKTA—they are more inclined to vote for it 
David S. Broder, 8/01/10, “What the GOP can do for Obama”, The Washington Post,  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/07/30/AR2010073004116.html?hpid=opinionsbox1

Even as he steps up his campaigning and fundraising for Democratic candidates, President Obama appears to be adjusting mentally and emotionally to the prospect that his post-November life will feature more dealings with Republicans.  The history of midterm elections shows regular gains for the opposition party, and so far all the polls look upbeat for the GOP. This is why there's more talk these days in White House circles about measures that might attract bipartisan support. And why one insider says, "If you asked the president what he would really like for Christmas, it would be a smart loyal opposition."  Of course, Obama's definition of what would constitute wise, farsighted Republican policy may bear no resemblance to what John Boehner or Mitch McConnell, the GOP leaders in Congress, have in mind. But he's probably not expecting the kind of relationship that Lyndon Johnson enjoyed with Everett Dirksen, the Senate Republican leader who provided the votes that allowed passage of the great civil rights statutes of the 1960s.  Obama would be well pleased if he could have someone resembling Bob Dole or Howard Baker, Republican Senate leaders who mostly opposed Democratic presidents but made common cause with them on certain national and international issues.  For instance, it is clear that if Obama seeks Senate approval of the stalled free-trade agreement with South Korea -- a step that would shore up his Asian foreign policy and end the impasse on trade -- he will need a higher percentage of votes from Republicans than he is likely to get from Democrats. 
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