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SKFTA Won’t Pass

SKFTA won’t pass-labor opposition

The Hill 08/07/11 (“Labor ramps up effort to stop trade deals,” pg online @ http://thehill.com/blogs/on-the-money/1005-trade/175799-labor-ramps-up-effort-to-stop-trade-deals)

Organized labor and other opponents of three pending free-trade deals are ramping up grass-roots campaigns intended to pressure lawmakers to oppose the agreements.  While the accords with South Korea, Colombia and Panama have broad support from the White House and Republican leaders, opponents are using the August recess to try to build up opposition.  They argue the deals will harm an economy still struggling to create jobs amid a fragile economic recovery. “We'll be talking to every legislator out there about the trade deals,” AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka said Friday.  The AFL-CIO will hold more than 450 events across the country this month where the deals will be discussed, and it has started a petition “urging politicians to bring the same urgency to the jobs crisis that they brought to the politically manufactured crisis over the deficit,” Trumka said.  The fight over the agreements is splitting President Obama from unions and other liberal groups at a time when there is already tension between the White House and the left over the debt-ceiling deal.

Won’t pass South Korea

Dong-A Ilbo 8/4 (“Lingering opposition to FTA with US,” http://english.donga.com/srv/service.php3?biid=2011080476968)

By contrast, the free trade accord with the U.S. has yet to pass the National Assembly though it was concluded in June 2007, when negotiations for the Korea-EU free trade agreement had yet to begin. At the time of the conclusion of the Korea-U.S. agreement, 11 state-run think tanks and government agencies said that if the pact takes effect in 2009 and productivity sufficiently improves as a result, annual GDP growth will rise an additional 0.6 percentage point or up to 80 trillion won (76 billion dollars), and up to 336,000 new jobs will be created over the next 10 years. The U.S. has increased direct investments in countries with which it has concluded free trade deals, according to a 2006 report by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.Korea has more to gain from the agreement with the U.S. reached in December last year as well. The main opposition Democratic Party is claiming that the country will suffer losses, however, saying, “The Lee Myung-bak administration’s renegotiation has broken the balance of interest.” By contrast, the Korean automotive industry said it "eagerly awaits ratification of the pact.” Despite this, certain groups, including the Democratic Party, particularly oppose the free trade agreement with the U.S. Those seeking to follow in the footsteps of former President Roh Moo-hyun also oppose it though it was considered Roh’s achievement. They apparently do so to differentiate themselves from the ruling Grand National Party and torment the Lee government.

KORUS won’t pass – recent agreements are insufficient.  Deal with never even come to a vote.

Rogin 8/4 (Josh Rogin is staff writer for Foreign Policy, ,worked at the House International Relations Committee, the Embassy of Japan,andtheBrookingsInstitution,“ThisFightAin'tOver,”http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2011/08/04/this_fight_aint_over?page=full//DN)

This one should have been simple. Free trade was supposed to be the one international issue that both the Obama administration and congressional Republicans could agree on. But now, over two-and-a-half years into the administration, Congress has yet to pass a free trade deal because Democrats and Republicans can't agree on how to compensate domestic workers who might lose out.Today, Senate leaders announced they had finally agreed to a procedure to bring the three most urgent free trade bills -- with South Korea, Colombia, and Panama -- to a vote. Until now progress has been nonexistent because Democrats and the administration want to link free trade agreements with renewal of the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) program, which provides aid and training to workers who have lost their jobs due to outsourcing. Republicans, many of whom are opposed to the TAA, want to delink the two issues.Under an agreement announced by Senate leaders Harry Reid (D-Nev.) and Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) today, the Senate will first bring up the TAA, and then the trade deals, in September. Whether the Senate will be able to agree on a compromise on the TAA is unknown. On top of that, in the House there is GOP opposition to the TAA and Democratic opposition to the trade deals themselves, further complicating the picture. If the deals ever come to a final vote, they are expected to pass. But despite some movement, Congress is still a long way from actually completing any new agreements on free trade.

Won’t pass-TAA bill still won’t be resolved

Reuters 8/4 (Doug Palmer, “House democrats wary of “path” to trade deals,” http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/08/04/us-usa-trade-congress-idUSTRE7736TM20110804)

"The path forward in the House (of Representatives) as well as the Senate must be ironclad in its assurance that TAA (Trade Adjustment Assistance) will be renewed," Representatives Sander Levin and Jim McDermott said in a joint statement.  Levin, the top Democrat on the House Ways and Means Committee, and McDermott, the top Democrat on the panel's trade subcommittee, issued the statement after Senate leaders late on Wednesday outlined a plan for action on the trade deals with South Korea, Colombia and Panama and the TAA program.  The understanding raised hopes the agreements could be approved by late September or early October, after lawmakers return from their month-long August break. All three of the pacts were signed more than four years ago.  A congressional aide said Democrats were concerned about Republican House Speaker John Boehner's statement welcoming the understanding between Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid and Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell.  Boehner said he looked forward to passing the three trade pacts, but only promised that the TAA would be "considered" by the House at the same time.  Democrats are worried a stand-alone TAA bill could be killed in the House even if it passes the Senate. 
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