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Obama’s mistakes are not fatal, he can still recover to pass important deals

Levine 8/2 Adam Levine, Senior Scholar at the Institute for Policy Studies, the author most recently of THE AMERICAN IDEOLOGY (Routledge) and POLITICAL KEY WORDS (Blackwell) as well as of many other books and articles in political philosophy. He was a Professor (philosophy) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a Research Professor (philosophy) at the University of Maryland-College Park, Counterpunch, August 2, 2011. http://www.counterpunch.org/levine08022011.html
But Obama was a winner too, though not in a way that is as apparent as his abject defeat. Because there is a tendency in our political culture to identify politics with elections, we naturally suppose that everything politicians do is mainly about getting elected or reelected. From that perspective, Obama didn't help himself, and he certainly hurt his party. He played a strong hand badly. But that is not the whole story. Contrary to the view presented relentlessly on the cable stations and in what remains of print media, there is more to politics than elections, and more to Obama's capitulations as well. For it is now plain, even if it wasn't all that clear before, that what Obama is up to is not what voters expected of the Rorschach figure upon whom they projected their hopes in 2008; if anything, the opposite is true. This is a point recovering Obamamaniacs don't like to acknowledge, but there is really no other conclusion to draw. The damage Obama's capitulations will do to himself and his party in the coming electoral season is probably not fatal – because, lucky for them, the Democrats have Republicans for opponents, and they have now established beyond a reasonable doubt that they are empty-headed and insane. Those "independents" whom Obama assiduously courts are sure to take notice, even as Obama himself attracts their contempt. Thus, without putting his electoral prospects in too serious jeopardy, he got what he really wanted. He got it big time. Obama delivered, as no Republican could -- for Wall Street. This is hardly what Obama supporters had in mind in 2008 or 2010, but it does resonate deeply with the aspirations of mainstream Democrat since even before the Clinton days. They want their party to supplant the Republicans in the hearts and minds of America's ruling elites.

Obama has just enough political capital to pass important issues that he wants

The financial times 8/5 No author given, The Financial Times, August 5, 2011. “Obama’s Challenge” http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/5c0f2d72-bf8f-11e0-90d5-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1Ub9reU2K
Yet Mr Obama still has formidable assets. He is an impressive man and voters like him. Most Americans want him to succeed. But to do that he must start to be a more forceful leader. Up to now, Mr Obama’s idea of leadership has been to make pronouncements on what he might or might not accept in legislation that Congress puts before him. The Republicans have simply ignored him and, to the dismay of his own side, Mr Obama has had to eat his words more than once. The president must start advancing detailed policies of his own and, most important, use the power of the presidency to make the case. The stalling US recovery needs further temporary stimulus, for instance, in the form of payroll-tax relief and extended help for the unemployed. The GOP will go along if – and only if – Mr Obama first convinces the public that such policies are necessary. Slogans are not enough. Talk of pivoting to “jobs, jobs, jobs” now that the debt-ceiling fight is over will not suffice. Blaming the Republicans, however justified, is no use either: the country does not want to hear it. The president needs to put forward specific policies and, using what political capital he has left, defend them in detail to the public. His advisers will say this is a gamble. Mr Obama no longer has much to lose.
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