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***Compiled 2ACs***
*Spending*
1. No specific link – we have been deficit spending for years and there have never been implications like the Internal Link Chain
2. Deficits save the economy – The push consumption through pump priming

Galbraith 8 [James K. Professor of Economics, University of Texas, National Journal,” Is the deficit a threat to future recovery” http://economy.nationaljournal.com/2008/12/is-the-deficit-a-threat-to-a-f.php#1184661]
No. The question is grossly misconceived. Right now and for the immediate future, the budget deficit is the only source of demand that can fuel a recovery. Our present problem is not that it is too big, but that  it is too small. Far too small.  In principle, economic growth can come from household consumption, business  investment, government spending, or exports. This is a tautology,  indisputable and known to everyone who has ever opened a textbook.  Household consumption depends on incomes and on credit. The collapse of credit, rooted in the decline of housing values, is at the root of the crisis. In parts of California home values have fallen 50 percent already, which would place them far below the debt owed on the homes in most cases.  Quite apart from the fact that the banking sector is in deep trouble, borrowing power has collapsed. For this reason, rescuing the banks, though necessary, has not and will not produce recovery.  Business investment depends on the expectation of profit. But with consumption falling, there can be no expectation of profitability for the time being. So business investment will follow consumption down.  Thanks to a low dollar, exports were the one bright spot in the growth picture for most of 2008. But the flight to quality that rescued the dollar will clobber the competitiveness of American exports.  For these reasons, the entire private sector, across the entire country and  indeed the world, is pulling the economy downward at the present time.  This is an unprecedented event in my professional lifetime. Previous deep recessions, for example in 1974 and 1981, were caused by external shocks or policy shocks. This one is driven by an internal collapse of the credit system, the first in almost eighty years.  In normal times, after a passage of time, as cars and appliances age and people are born, married, move around and die, pent-up demand grows in the household sector. Once that has happened, a sharp fall in interest rates is normally sufficient to kick-start the resumption of sales of durable goods, home construction and then a general credit expansion. There should be no expectation of this for the foreseeable future, because of the  condition of the banks and the vast excess inventory of housing. These  are not normal times and the normal mechanics of a credit recovery cannot be counted on.  Meanwhile, as consumption, investment and exports decline, so will tax revenues. The government budget deficit is destined to rise, by a lot, on this account alone. This is helpful: a falling tax burden in a progressive tax structure keeps money in private pockets. But it is a weak device to promote expansion, since tax savings will be used first to try to pay down debt, a slow process. A major tax cut, focused on working Americans such as by remitting the payroll tax, would help sustain after-tax incomes and provide funds to pay mortgages and buy cars. But even these effects are uncertain in a debt deflation.  
3. Plan solves – oil dependence is the biggest drain on the economy in the status quo. HSR will lower our dependence on oil, which will massively boost the economy.
4. Transportation Infrastructure spending is key to boost the economy.
PBS 08 (PBS, Public Broadcasting Service, 12/22/08, PBS, Infrastructure Spending May be Key to Boosting Economy, http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/business/july-dec08/infrastructure_12-22.html)

GWEN IFILL: Now part two of the jobs story. What will that money spent on new infrastructure projects buy? And will the government get enough bang for its buck? Our economics correspondent, Paul Solman, has been looking into those questions.  PAUL SOLMAN: The pockmarked roads of New Jersey, one small argument for why America desperately needs a massive infrastructure makeover.  ROBERT FRANK, economist: One-hundred-and-twenty-dollars-a-year damage per year per vehicle.  The potholes in the roads do more damage to vehicles each year than it would cost to fix them. That's just ridiculous that we don't fix them.  PAUL SOLMAN: But the main reason economist Bob Frank think we should splurge on infrastructure is that government spending is the road to economic recovery and the only way out of the hole we're all in.  ROBERT FRANK: We're looking at an unprecedented collapse in consumer spending. The firms aren't spending.  There's nobody who wants to buy the stuff they're selling. So, what that means is that there is a huge demand shortfall that we're looking at, maybe half-a-trillion dollars, maybe even more than that.  If the government doesn't spend massively more in the next year, we're in for a terrible, terrible downturn.  PRESIDENT ELECT BARACK OBAMA: Good morning.  PAUL SOLMAN: Our incoming president would seem to agree.  BARACK OBAMA: But we need action, and action now. That's why I have asked my economic team to develop an economic recovery plan for both Wall Street and Main Street that will help save or create at least 2.5 million jobs.  PAUL SOLMAN: By splurging on, among other things, infrastructure. It last happened in the 1930s, when, among the bridges, dams, tunnels and the like, this terminal at New York's La Guardia Airport was built and adorned.  ROBERT FRANK: Spending projects had clearly positive effects on employment. Many people were employed who wouldn't have been.  And the main lesson that's come out of the '30s is that, when FDR tried to balance the budget in '36 and '37, that created another recession, and that the true end to the Great Depression was when government demand really spiked upwards from spending during World War II.  That's what we need now, is a massive infusion of government spending. To the extent it didn't work in the '30s, it was because there wasn't enough of it. 
5. Terminally Non – Unique – the federal government will be spending billions of stimulus dollars for transportation infrastructure 

6. US economy resilient

Zumbrun and Varghese 12 (Zumbrun and Varghese, writers at Bloomberg, 05/09/12, Bloomberg Businessweek, Fed’s Plosser says US Economy Proving Resilient to Shocks, http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-05-09/fed-s-plosser-says-u-dot-s-dot-economy-proving-resilient-to-shocks)

Philadelphia Federal Reserve Bank President Charles Plosser said the U.S. economy has proven “remarkably resilient” to shocks that can damage growth, including surging oil prices and natural disasters.  “The economy has now grown for 11 consecutive quarters,” Plosser said today according to remarks prepared for a speech at the Philadelphia Fed. “Growth is not robust. But growth in the past year has continued despite significant risks and external and internal headwinds.”  Plosser, who did not discuss his economic outlook or the future for monetary policy, cited shocks to the economy last year, including the tsunami in Japan that disrupted global supply chains, Europe’s credit crisis that has damaged the continent’s banking system and political unrest in the Middle East and North Africa.  “The U.S. economy has a history of being remarkably resilient,” said Plosser, who doesn’t have a vote on policy this year. “These shocks held GDP growth to less than 1 percent in the first half of 2011, and many analysts were concerned that the economy was heading toward a double dip. Yet, the economy proved resilient and growth picked up in the second half of the year.”  Plosser spoke at a conference at the Philadelphia Fed titled, “Reinventing Older Communities: Building Resilient Cities.”  Urban Resilience His regional bank’s research department is working on a project to measure the resilience of different cities, to learn more about the reasons that some urban areas suffer more than others in downturns, Plosser said. He mentioned one early finding of the study: Industrial diversity increases a city’s resilience.  “I do want to caution you that resilient and vibrant communities are not just about government programs or directed industrial planning by community leaders,” Plosser said. “The economic strength of our country is deeply rooted in our market- based economy and the dynamism and resilience of its citizenry.”  Plosser, 63, became president of the Philadelphia Fed in August 2006 following a career in academia. He was previously dean of the graduate school of business administration at the University of Rochester. 
7. Plan doesn’t cost that much – our Pavlov et. al 07 evidence indicates the operation costs of HSR will be much lower compared to airplanes. 
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