Debate Vocabulary

Here’s a little list to help you keep up with the new wonderful world of debate.  Get familiar with these terms…you will see them again (test) and will use them (debate rounds).

Resolution – formal subject in dispute

Affirmative/Aff – Team supporting the resolution

Negative/Neg – Team opposing the resolution

Constructive – Speeches in debate round where arguments are introduced

Rebuttal – Speeches in a debate round where arguments are summarized

Status Quo – The present system

Disadvantage/Disad – Negative argument saying the Affirmative causes bad things to happen

Normal Means – How things are normally done

Position – an argument

Run – read a position, make an argument

Link – What the Aff does to cause bad things to happen

Brink – Proof that the bad things won’t happen in the status quo

Impact – what the bad things are

Turn – A type of argument that states what the other team said is the opposite (Ex:  They say that nuclear war is bad, but we have a piece of evidence saying that nuclear war is actually good.  Our evidence “Turns” their argument.

Cards – Pieces of Evidence

Flowing – taking notes in debate

Cross-X – The time in a debate round where questions are asked/answered

Case – collection of arguments supporting the resolution

