INTRODUCTION TO DEBATE

[Play “Find Your Adversary” Game on Day 1.]

[Go over syllabus and tournament calendar – Day 1 and Day 2]

[Have students bring in an article about something relevant to this year’s debate topic (i.e. Global Warming) – have students do an informal debate in class about the pro/con of that issue – Day 2 and Day 3]

I. Three types of debate

A. Policy

B. Student Congress

C. Public Forum

II. What is policy debate?

A. Resolution – topic statement/the general position that the Affirmative must take

B. Two sides

1. Affirmative – supports the resolution

2. Negative – supports the status quo

C. Policy debate – the purpose of policy debate is to compare policies and decide which policy is best – very concrete and certain – decision-making/problem-solving

D. Affirmative teams – they defend the resolution by giving a plan – a specific proposal under the umbrella of the resolution which the affirmative team chooses to defend – it is an example of the resolution – the resolution is a big framework and the plan fits within it.  The affirmative provides a case to give reasons why the plan should be enacted.  Usually, the Aff argues that the Aff plan should be enacted because it accrues certain advantages over the status quo.  The Affirmative’s job is to explain why the plan is a good idea.

E. Negative teams respsonsibility – to explain why the Affirmative plan is not a good idea – 3 ways:  (1)  the affirmative plan may make a particular problem worse or cause more problems than it solves; (2)  the negative can agree that there is a problem with the status quo but that there is a better way to solve it than the Aff and/or (3)  the negative can argue that the Aff plan does not fit within the framework of the resolution to begin with 

III. Format of a Debate round

A. Put speech order on the board

B. Debate = 3 parts – constructives/cross-examination periods/rebuttals – one for each debater

C. Each debater is labeled – the first speaker will give the first constructive and rebuttal.

D. Who gives the CX?  The one not doing the next constructive

E. The Aff speaks first and last – to balance this out, the Negative gets the Negative block

F. Preparation time – 8 minutes

IV. The Five Stock Issues
Significance

Harms

Inherency

Topicality

Solvency

[Activity:  Analyzing Old Resolutions – break the class into groups of four]

[Activity:  What is my Inherent Barrier?  Break the class into different groups of four]

V.  Evidence in a debate round

[Hand-out a block for students to have in front of them while you go over the components]

Explain the three components of evidence:  tag, cite (speed cite and full cite) and text

