“FOUR CORNERS” ACTIVITY
Don Dancer,  Heritage HS (AR)

You post a piece of paper in the 4 corners of your classroom saying "strongly agree"
"Agree" "Disagree" or "Strongly Disagree".....the middle of the classroom is neutral.

You put the topic on the board, and the kids have 1 minute to decide which corner fits their 
philosophical stance.  The kids go to that corner and have 3 minutes to develop a speech on 
a notecard........writing down their main points and subpoints.  Each group has an opportunity 
to give their reasons justifying their position.  Then the teacher assigns 2 minutes for open 
cross-examination (one student can cross another student from another group about 
something they said, then another, then another).  The final speech is directed towards the 
neutral students.  The final speeches from each group are persuasive, explaining to the 
neutral students why they should come to their side of the issue.  Once all four groups have 
spoken, the neutral student must leave neutral and take a side.  The side with the most 
students wins.  Also, students from any group can change that group and go to another side 
at any point during the debates (they can go to the winning side).  
