Name _____________________

Hour _____      Date _________

Partner ____________________

DEBATE!  Presidential Politics Research and Ideas

Compare and contrast the domestic and foreign policies of the two major party presidential candidacies – Sen. McCain for the Republicans and Sen. Obama for the Democrats.  Your first job is three-fold: 

1. know that the various policies do/policy is 
2. learn what McCain or Obama would do about it 

3. analyze the effectiveness and pros/cons of the policy    
This is where your articles will come to use.  These articles will be the basis for your debates. You may start on the candidates’ websites, however, you will find better analysis of what the policy will DO by other journalists and researchers.  

4. *be able to discuss the pros and cons / good and bad to the various scenarios (using evidence) to a McCain White House AND an Obama White House.  You will need to be able to use evidence to support either scenario. 
5. You should be ready to talk about the issue in class on Monday. Teach us what the issue is and then how the two might approach the topic differently. 

Partner up and partner up wisely.  Pick one issue to look at – some suggestions are below.  You and your partner will use the library time to gather as many articles on the pros and cons of each candidate’s various policies.  You may continue to gather articles as homework.  Underline key arguments in the articles and write tags in the margins.  Remember – when building your argument, you may need to use various ‘internal links’ or chains to be persuasive.  Tell Ms. Z the policy you choose – first come first serve.    

RECOMMENDED POLICY AREAS: 
Specific plan for Iraq and Afghanistan 


Timetable



Number of troops

Humanitarian efforts 

Local Government


Terrorism

Iran


What to do 



Terrorism 

Nuclear Weapons 


Authorization to attack


Kyl-Lieberman amendment

Diplomacy 


Preemptive War/Strikes  

Syria’s reaction (attack Israel?) 

World Trade Organization membership

India Nuclear Deal 


Proliferation 



US Relations with China (US-SINO relations)


Relations between India and Pakistan 

Mexico City/Gag Rule 


Funding family planning world-wide (abortion talk) 
Law of the Sea Treaty 

Oil Drilling


Off-shore




ANWR 

Diplomacy/Hegemony


General approach to international leadership


Reliance on unilateral, bilateral, or multilateral agreements 


How would the rest of the world react to one or another 

Hegemony – use of hard power (military, fear, deterrence) or soft power (cultural, economic, image based policies)

Cuba


Establishing normal relations 


Relief 

China


Engage/trade etc. 

Weapons of Mass Destruction (Chemical, Nuclear, Biological) 


Testing of Nuclear Weapons 


Sen Chuck Hagel’s Bill on wmd 


Global ban on nuclear weapons /

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 


Genocide/Humanitiarian Missions


Darfur, Sudan (Comprehensive Peace Accord)



Darfur Peace and Accountability Act of 2006 

Poverty/Disease

Millennium Development Goals – Cut poverty 


Debt Cancellation for heavily indebted poor countries – Debt Relief 


AIDS/HIV 




Add Value to Agriculture Initiative

Low carbon initiatives world-wide 

African Growth and Opportunity Act 


Various diseases 
Russia 


Relations




Treaties on missiles and weapons 


Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 

Energy 
Environment


Endangered Species 

Supreme Court


McCain nominated court v Obama nominated court 


Specific court cases about: 



Prisoner rights/Guantanimo



Civil Liberties/Wire-tapping, etc. 



Abortion 

Role of the Presidency vs Congress and the Courts 


Separation of Powers


Checks and Balances 

The Short List to Choose From – Use this in class to take notes on others and to sign up for your issue with Ms. Z 

RECOMMENDED POLICY AREAS 

Iraq and Afghanistan 

Iran

India Nuclear Deal 

Mexico City/Gag Rule 

Law of the Sea Treaty 

Oil Drilling

Diplomacy/Hegemony

Cuba

China

Weapons of Mass Destruction (Chemical, Nuclear, Biological) 

Genocide/Humanitiarian Missions

Poverty/Disease

Russia 

Energy 

Environment

Supreme Court
Role of the Presidency vs Congress and the Courts 


Separation of Powers

Checks and Balances 

The persuasive essay.

Based on the topic you presented in class, you are responsible for writing a 2 page persuasive essay. You should know the major issues involved with your topic and the potential direction each major political candidate would take on the issue.  In other words, you should explain how and why your topic is one of major national and international concern for the U.S. (and potentially other nations).  Moreover, you should be able to explain why the future presidency matters to the issue.  

Your challenge.   Write a persuasive essay based on the evidence you have gathered that defends either Sen. McCain or Sen. Obama’s position on your topic.  You must persuade your audience that the candidate you have chosen is the best candidate to deal with your topic.  

Suggestions:  Start your essay introducing us to your topic.  Tell us why it is an issue of national and international concern and why the next presidency matters to the outcome. Then go on to explain which candidate is the best candidate to deal with the issue and why.  As a persuasive essay, your goal is to convince us based on evidence (ethos) your side is correct.  The more formal the paper the better. 
Length:  2 pages maximum.  Footnotes or a bibliography do not count towards your total. 

Your audience:  An educated group of concerned students.  
Format:  Double spaced, typed (Times New Roman 10, 11, or 12 font,) and 1 inch margins.  Recommended Format - Introduction Paragraph – Background into the issue with thesis statement.  Three main arguments to prove your thesis (each with own paragraph).  Conclusion Paragraph. Include citation (can footnote or do a bibliography).  Include proper set up of quotes.  Ex.  According to Joe Smith of the Washington Post, “A McCain presidency would…. “ (Smith, pg A1).  

Citations:  Must include internally and externally. Follow APA or MLA format. 

Goal:  Be persuasive and use your evidence.  Predict the future (based on evidence). Speak with authority (use experts and speak with authority).  

Due:  Friday, October 3rd, 2008 

The persuasive essay – RUBRIC 
Based on the topic you presented in class, you are responsible for writing a 2 page persuasive essay. You should know the major issues involved with your topic and the potential direction each major political candidate would take on the issue.  In other words, you should explain how and why your topic is one of major national and international concern for the U.S. (and potentially other nations).  Moreover, you should be able to explain why the future presidency matters to the issue.  

Your challenge.   Write a persuasive essay based on the evidence you have gathered that defends either Sen. McCain or Sen. Obama’s position on your topic.  You must persuade your audience that the candidate you have chosen is the best candidate to deal with your topic.  

Suggestions:  Start your essay introducing us to your topic.  Tell us why it is an issue of national and international concern and why the next presidency matters to the outcome. Then go on to explain which candidate is the best candidate to deal with the issue and why.  As a persuasive essay, your goal is to convince us based on evidence (ethos) your side is correct.  The more formal the paper the better. 

Length:  2 pages maximum.  Footnotes or a bibliography do not count towards your total. 

Your audience:  An educated group of concerned students.  

Format:  Double spaced, typed (Times New Roman 10, 11, or 12 font,) and 1 inch margins.  Recommended Format - Introduction Paragraph – Background into the issue with thesis statement.  Three main arguments to prove your thesis (each with own paragraph).  Conclusion Paragraph. Include citation (can footnote or do a bibliography).  Include proper set up of quotes.  Ex.  According to Joe Smith of the Washington Post, “A McCain presidency would…. “ (Smith, pg A1).  

Citations:  Must include internally and externally. Follow APA or MLA format. 

Goal:  Be persuasive and use your evidence.  Predict the future (based on evidence). Speak with authority (use experts and speak with authority).  

Due:  Friday, October 3rd, 2008 

NAME ____________________________

	Paper Content Area 


	Yours
	Possible

	Introduction/Background on the Topic


Address the issue as a national and/or international concern 


Why is this an issue the next president will/needs to address 

             Thesis 


	
	10

	Defense of Candidate 


Properly identifies position


Properly identifies likely response to the issue 


Uses evidence to demonstrate the candidate’s position

            Connect claim to warrant to data 

            Uses internally consistent argumentation 

            Suggests numerous arguments to support thesis 
            Persuasiveness – Ethos, Pathos and Logos 

	
	15

	Bibliography/Citations 


Properly included internally  “quote” (author pg)


Properly included externally – bibliography APA or MLA 


	
	5

	Format & GUM
            Follows Format 

            Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics 

            2 Page Maximum 

                        Formality 
            
	
	10

	AS ALWAYS – On Time & Original Work (NO Plagiarism)        

                                                                                                             TOTAL 


	
	40


