Resolution mini debates – PART 1
I. Break the students into pairs and give them one of these topics. Each person in the pair will give a speech. Using the “FlowingTrainingWheels-2speeches” sheet, have the pair prepare their speeches.

The first speaker prepares 4 arguments to support their resolution. The second speaker prepares up to four responses to each of the arguments that the first speaker gave. Although no time limit is needed, each debate tends to take about 10 minutes.

Have the class vote and explain their reasons why at the end. 

II.  After a few debates hand out the “FlowingTrainingWheels-3 speeches.”  Be sure to point out the concept of “grouping” arguments and “signposting” arguments as well. (One way to do this is to do some examples using playing cards).  

Once the pairs have now had a chance to prepare, now have mini debates with the first speaker giving four arguments to support their resolution. Then second speaker gives up to four responses to each of the arguments from the first speech. Finally, give the “affirmative” a chance to give a third speech.
Have the class vote and explain their reasons why at the end. 

Bacon is better than eggs. 
Shampoo is better than conditioner

Salt is better than pepper. 

Sneakers are better than flip-flops. 

Baseball is a better sport than football. 

Peanut butter is better than Jelly. 

You should not have to see the car to call shotgun. 

The driving age should be raised to 18. 

The voting age should be lowered to 16. 

School start time should be shifted to 9:00 am.

Batman is better than Superman.

Facebook is better than Twitter.

Funny movies are better than action films.

McDonald’s is better than Burger King.
Agent – mandate resolutions

Print out the “FlowingTrainingWheels-affneg” and “FlowingTrainingWheels –negaff”. You can create a double sided handout that has one of each of these.

Break the class into pairs and give them one of these debates. Tell the “affirmative” person that they have to come up with four arguments to support their resolution. The “negative” person has to prepare responses to those four arguments as well as come up with four *different* counter arguments of their own. The affirmative will then have a chance to answer all of those.

After each debate, have the class vote and explain why they voted.
The NBA should require each team to have a female player.

Gov. Bredesen should require all middle schools to offer debate.

President Obama should conquer Canada.

Tennessee should establish a bullet train between Nashville and Memphis. 

Mr. Gioia, MBA headmaster, should make MBA a co-ed school.

Harvard University should admit any student who graduates from a Nashville public high school.

Mayor Dean should replace the Nashville Parthenon with a giant free rollercoaster.
The Titans should trade Vince Young to the Green Bay Packers for Aaron Rodgers. 

The Nashville Predators should change their team colors to pink and lavender.

The Green Hills movie theater should give a 50% discount on candy to USN students.

The US Congress should ban Mexican food. 
