STUDENT CONGRESS EXAM

Name _________________________________________  (1 point ( )

Period ______________________

True or False?  2 points each

_____ 1.  A motion to amend required a second.

_____ 2. A motion to suspend the rules requires a simple majority vote.

_____ 3.  Once a motion is tabled, it cannot be debated again.

_____ 4.  A motion for the Previous Question is usually discussed before a vote is taken  on it.

_____ 5.  Members must vote on one main motion before moving on to another.

_____6. A simply majority is at least one more than half the people voting.

_____7.  Order is maintained by debating and voting on only one issue at a time.

_____8.  The Presiding Officer (P.O.) makes sure that Parliamentary Procedure is being followed.

_____9.  To leave the chamber, members must ask permission from the Presiding Officer.

____10.  A “Point of Order” is meant to question procedure being followed, such as to check the P.O.; A “Point of Information” is used to ask a general question of the chamber.

_____11.  If there is a motion to “call the previous question”, it requires a 2/3 vote to stop 

the discussion and vote on the motion on the floor.

_____12.    The term “quorum” refers to the minimum number of members necessary for 

activities to occur.

______13.  Thomas Jefferson wrote Roberts’ Rules of Order in 1876.

______14.  An incidental motion deals with issue from a previous session.

______15.   “Germane” means relevant to the discussion at hand.

SPEECH TIMES – 3 points each.  Please give the correct times for each of the following speaking periods:

___________  Authorship speech

___________ Questioning period that follows an authorship

___________  Pro or Con speech 

___________  Questioning period following a pro or con speech

____________  Pro or con speech on an amendment to a bill

DEFINE/EXAMPLE:  For each of the following, please define the given term and give examples of HOW or WHY they should be used (2 pts. each).

1. To Amend

a. Definition:

b. Example:

2. Previous Question

a. Definition:

b. Example:

3. Point of Order

a. Definition:

b. Example:

4. To Table

a. Definition:

b. Example:

5. Main Motion

a. Definition:

b. Example:

6. Voice Vote

a. Definition:

b. Example:

7. Point of Personal Privilege

a. Definition:

b. Example:

8. Suspension of the Rules

a. Definition

b. Example

SHORT ANSWER:

What are the four basic foundations (tenets) of Parliamentary Procedure?  (8 points)

What are five ways that a chamber may vote?  (10 points)

When writing a speech for Student Congress, what are some important elements?  Think about your rubrics and what you were graded on.   A good answer will have 4-5 specific tips.  (10 points)

Which style of debate to you prefer – policy or Student Congress?  You must defend your answer with a minimum of three warrants to receive credit (10 points)

