Student Congress

Student Congress is an event where students role play the parts of  

Senators and Representatives. Competitors will be divided into chambers (Senate or House) for the purpose of debating bills and resolutions.  Each chamber will consist of approx. 20-30 students.  A typical session will last from 1 ½ to two hours.

You will be assigned to a chamber for a session of legislative debate.  Upon entering the chamber you can expect the following:

· You will receive ballots for the speakers

· You will receive a copy of the agenda and a seating chart for the session

· The Presiding Officer (PO) will be (or will have been) elected by the legislators for the session.

· Legislative materials will have been distributed.

· The Presiding Officer will take control of the session and debate will start with the first bill on the agenda.

Your job will be to listen and score each debater.  The scoring in student congress is different from any other event.  In student congress, you will award each speaker from 1-6 points for each speech presented.  Unlike individual events where 1 is the highest rank, in student congress 6 is the highest number of points per speech that can be awarded and 1 is the lowest.  It is extremely unlikely that you would ever give a speaker below a 3.  A score of 6 should be reserved for exceptional speeches.  Scores above 3 should be reserved for speeches where students actually debate- respond to prior speakers.  

Speakers alternate from affirmative to negative speeches on the bill or resolution being debated.  Speakers will be allowed 3 minutes for each speech, often followed by a 1 minute cross-examination period, or sometimes, the balance of unused time is the cross-examination time- the PO will know the tournament rules.  The first person to speak is the author or sponsor of the legislation.  This person’s 3 minute speech is followed by a 2 minute cross-examination.   You should consider the speaker’s answers and questioning of other debaters when awarding points and nominating Best Speakers.  Points are not awarded specifically for questioning, or making motions, however, overall activity should factor in, along with overall quality and quantity of speeches.

Depending on the number of legislators in the chamber, competitors may present more than one speech in each session.  When scoring the speakers, judge each speech on its own merits.  Some areas you may want to consider when completing the ballots are:

· Organization of speech (introduction, body, conclusion)

· Development of ideas (use of evidence, logic, examples)

· Vocal delivery (articulation, vocabulary, fluency, etc.)

· Poise and presence (body movement, confidence, etc.)

· Sincere involvement in the session

Did the debater respond to prior speakers? This is a DEBATE event!

