Intro to Logic - Toulmin Model Lesson (50 mins.)

Materials Needed:

-Toulmin Assignment (Homework sheet)

-Claims-Data-Warrants Worksheet

Lesson:

I.  Definition: Use of reason to persuade others 

II.  Ask students in class discussion - What is used to persuade? 



-Logic



-Evidence/Support



-Lies (Manipulation) vs. Facts



-Fear



-Force

Because there are these devious means of argument can undermine the knowledge of a broader populous.  These techniques can then destroy effective democracies.  Stephenm Toulmin was concerned about the state of democratic discourse. 

III. Toulmin model 



-Background: Argument was based in absolutism b/c absolutist claims are 


used to build democratic systems. (Why are absolutist statements 



problematic in a democratic decision making process?  Polarizes 



communities and does not allow for compromise in the community; 



ethical argument requires practical lines of argument that allow for 



compromise and open discussion that can be evaluated)



-3 Primary parts of argument - 




1) Claim 




-Definition: one statement of opinion 




-Claims alone are always worthless; this is where ceding to 




authority is particularly dangerous




Have students write down a claim (30 secs.) - then whip around the 




room to have people state their claims; at end, ask students “Is 




there a problem with having only claims



2) Data - evidence used to justify claim




Have students write down a claim (30 secs.) - then whip around the 




room to have people state the data for their claims; at end, ask 




students “Is there a problem with having only claims



3) Warrant - Reason we should assent to the claim; best debaters 




spend most of their time giving warrants for arguments




Have students write down a warrant for the claim that was written 




(1 min.) - Call on some students to respond to analyze the warrant


-What is the difference between the warrants and data?




-Warrants are the assumptions that connect the claim to the data.



-Have students get in pairs - have them complete the claim, data, and 



warrant Worksheet
